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FROM THE CHAPLAIN
Revd Canon Patrick Curran

Non so a che santo votami…
It’s a quiet and hot Saturday summer
afternoon in Vienna. Lucille is talking
to her sister on the phone. Victoria and
her family, who are staying with us for a
month as they move flats within Vienna,
have gone out for the day to visit friends
outside the city. Noah and Finn are very
active and talkative, requiring constant
attention. Earlier Lucille and I went for
a walk along the Danube Canal. During
my summer break I have been reading,
walking, listening to podcasts, watching
the odd film or two, solving sudokus, and
German word puzzles.
A week ago I was in Hamburg visiting with
my mother. She is doing well, given her
great age and present health. These times
of withdrawal from “the common task,
the trivial round” are always welcome,
but one remains aware that all around
and close at hand are many challenges
facing us.

Yesterday we visited the Technisches
Museum as a family, which is housed in a
magnificent turn-of-the-century building
across from the Auer-Welsbach-Park. The
first exhibition we happened upon was
named “In work”. The first two caught my
attention. In a plastic casing was housed a
wooden saint with electric votive candles
alight. The name of the saint is San
Precario. The caption read, “The Italians
have a saying which roughly translates ‘I
don’t know which saint I should be praying
to.’” The MayDay movement turned the
saying on its head and created a patron
saint for people in precarious situations,
San Precario. His insignia refer to some
aspects of precariousness: income,
accommodation, communication, health
and means of transport. I would add all
who lack financial security linked to their
paid work and inadequate remuneration.

The other exhibit was an interview
conducted with ICU nurses, who spoke
about the pressures of their work, how it
impacts on their lives and how they cope
with the stress. Having to work with carers
on behalf of my mother, I am aware of
the work they do, especially appreciating
those who uphold and respect the dignity
of the individual, regardless of age or
physical or mental disabilities.
I remain acutely aware of the challenges
that face us in Austria and elsewhere: the
repatriation of Afghanis to Afghanistan;
the forest fires in Italy, Greece and Turkey;
the flooding in Austria, Germany, Belgium
and elsewhere, as well as the continuing
concerns about the ongoing pandemic as
cases rise and people speak of a fourth
wave.
These are some of the issues we face
as nation states, the European Union,
or globally. Additionally we all have
our own personal challenges to face.
Sometimes we don’t know which saint
to pray to, as in the Italian saying, ‘Non
so a che santo votami.’ I take that to
mean we don’t know how to begin to

address the challenges we face. We don’t
know how to bring them to God. We
don’t know which ones to prioritise. But
begin we must. As Christians we must
begin with the faith that we have been
given according to the measure we have
received. (Ephesians 4.7) We must always
be seeking a Christian response. I know
this is easier said than done, but this is
where we always begin and it demands
effort rooted in prayer, worship and study
lived in community. It requires work.
The above are steps we should be making
as we face challenges near and far. Keep
in mind that there are hundreds of
thousands of Christian communities like
ours spread across the globe. We can
assume that they are also seeking to be
faithful to God who made himself known
in his Son Jesus Christ and the giving of
the Holy Spirit. We do not know always
where to begin, but begin we must, each
according to the measure of faith they
have received.

Christ Church Vienna
Annual Chaplaincy Meeting

FROM THE EDITOR
Tara Harbeck

This season marks the Cross and Creation
in our liturgical calendar. Thus we can
honour our words in the Apostolic
Confession “We believe in one God, the
creator of all things.” In that spirit you
will find some thoughts on the Cross and
Creation by Mike Waltner, and a few hints
on how we can individually contribute
and preserve our environment, with
some ideas by Monika Weber-Fahr on the
Living Light blog. Lyndsey Souter, a server
at Christ Church, gave us an insight into his
personal history, one of the many people
in our community who quietly serves and
just seems to be “part of the furniture.”
Dr. Robert Kinney will lead us in a course
on what it means to be human from a
biblical perspective. This course began on
the last day of August and will continue
for four more Tuesdays. A small group will
consider the Church of England’s report
on Living in Love and Faith.

The Homecoming Weekend has been
planned for October 1-3, and we are truly
delighted to be able to hold our annual
Christ Church Bazaar this year at the
Sofiensäle in the third district. Details will
be announced, as we have to keep our
eyes and ears open for the autumn and
any changes due to the corona virus.
And we thought it is not too early to
highlight the upcoming pilgrimage trip
to Greece next May: In the Footsteps of
St. Paul through Greece. John Rowat gave
us some of his insights of Greece, having
visited this nation for ten years.
In His Name,

THE CROSS
AND CREATION
Rev. Mike Waltner

The cross reminds me of the brokenness
that is ever present in this world.
For the creation waits with eager longing
for the revealing of the children of God;
for the creation was subjected to futility,
not of its own will but by the will of the
one who subjected it, in hope that the
creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to decay and will obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of
God. We know that the whole creation
has been groaning in labour pains until
now; and not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for
adoption, the redemption of our bodies.
(Romans 8:19-23).
During May, I travelled alone to the
US to visit family after almost three
years’ absence. During the drive from

New York City to my hometown of
Erie, Pennsylvania, I stopped at Camp
Whitehall, the Church camp I attended
during my youth, situated in Central West
Pennsylvania. When visiting places from
my youth, I recommend strongly going
alone, if possible, as friends or family who
accompany you will likely not have the
patience to allow you truly to reminisce,
allowing time for memories to seep back
into your consciousness.
Political commentator James Carville once
described Pennsylvania as “Philadelphia
on one side, Pittsburgh on the other…
and the rest is Alabama”. This simplistic
understanding is not quite accurate.
Pennsylvania, while large and rural, is
not the south, the majority of the state
is actually comprised of the Appalachian
region. In fact, it occupies more of this
region than other states and its history

is deeply tied to its founder William
Penn. Unlike any other state, except
perhaps Rhode Island, Pennsylvania’s
founding in 1642 was defined by religious
tolerance and the right to practice faith
freely. This was to accommodate many
Anabaptist groups, such as Quakers,
Mennonites, Amish, Brüderhof - who
were escaping persecution - while also
allowing many other expressions of the
faith, such as Presbyterians and Baptists.
Penn’s Woods (sylvania being the Latin
for forest land or woods, so what is now
known as Pennsylvania) was a sanctuary,
a new start where residents expressed
faith freely, an attempt to build a new
life in a new land. We should remember,
especially in light of the discovery of
mass graves of First Nations children in
Canada, that freedom came with a price
paid by many indigenous peoples who
were forcibly displaced from these areas:
The Erie and Iroquois tribes of the north,
The Shawnee from the central region,
the Susquehannock, Munsee and Lenape
tribes to the east of the state.
In later years, the discovery of oil in
Titusville, Pennsylvania led to a rush and
rapid development and the late 19th

to middle 20th centuries were defined
primarily by heavy industry, mining,
iron and steel and petroleum. During
these years, Pennsylvania’s urban areas
expanded around developed waterways
which drew large numbers of African
Americans migrating from the south,
and many immigrants from Southern
and Eastern Europe. All these people
understood the brokenness of the
world and often fled from poverty and
discrimination. They migrated to find
a new life and brought along their faith
traditions such as historic black Church
denominations, Roman Catholics, Eastern
Orthodox Christians and Jews.
Pennsylvania at its best continues to
bear many aspects of the early Christian
groups that settled there, many of which
were pacifist. While my memories may be
a bit nostalgic, I recall church camp as an
extension of a Christian expression that
was quite conservative, yes, and even
austere in some respects, but also kind,
and certainly not defined by the strident,
increasingly hostile ideological posturing
that seems to define so many in the US
today.

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

01 Creationtide at Christ Church Begins
Prayer Ministry (7pm)
07 Soundings: Anthropology and the Bible		
Part 2, Revd Dr Robert S. Kinney (7pm)
08 Council Meeting
09 Bazaar Planning Meeting
11 Council Planning Day
14 Soundings: Anthropology and the Bible		
Part 3, Revd Dr Robert S. Kinney (7pm)
21 Soundings: Anthropology and the Bible		
Part 4, Revd Dr Robert S. Kinney (7pm)
28 Soundings: Anthropology and the Bible		
Part 5, Revd Dr Robert S. Kinney (7pm)
29 St. Michael’s and All Angels (9.30am)

01 Jazz Concert (In Person at 7pm)
02 Family Activities
Animal Blessing Service (4pm)
03 Harvest Thanksgiving (9 and 10.30am)
Choral Evensong (6pm)
04 Creationtide at Christ Church Concludes
13 Archdeaconry Synod Begins
14 Theology on Tap (7pm at Cafe Museum)
20 Council Meeting

NOVEMBER AND BEYOND

REGULAR SERVICES

01/11
02/11
11/11
14/11
20/11
21/11
28/11
01/12
12/12
19/12
		
24/12
25/12

SUNDAYS
9.00am		
10.30am
6.00pm		

All Saints (10.30am)
Prayers for the Departed (6.15pm)
Remembrance Day (Klagenfurt)
Remembrance Sunday
Advent Bazaar Begins
Advent Bazaar Concludes
Advent Sunday (Lessons and Carols)
Council Meeting
Christmas Carol Sing-Along
Children’s Nativity
Nine Lessons and Carols (6pm)
Midnight Mass (10.45pm)
Christmas Day!

AT CHRIST CHURCH VIENNA

Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
Holy Communion (CW)

TUESDAYS
8.30am		 Morning Prayer (in church)
6.15pm		 Evening Prayer (on Zoom)
WEDNESDAYS
9.30am		 Holy Communion (CW)
THURSDAYS
6.15pm		 Evening Prayer (on Zoom)

As I took in a long view of the pond,
where I and the other campers swam,
I was struck by a large wooden cross in
the landscape - not by how it stood out,
but how it blended discretely, almost
indistinguishably, into the surroundings.
Difficult to notice unless you were
seeking it out. I began seeking the space
where I had stood that night, when I
had an experience that would lead me
to faith in Christ. Memories flowed back
into from that night, over 33 years ago...
I remembered the faces of the other
young people, the atmosphere of that
night, the smell of the camp fire and the
hymns that we sung. I stood in awe at the
sense of connection, the power of that
place, even after so many years, and I felt
a strong sense of the sacred about those
grounds.
I also began to think: “What if my camp
had not been there? What if this space
had not been set apart and hallowed as
a place to praise and encounter God?
Would a strip mall, a highway become
a place of encounter, fellowship and
worship?” Unlikely.
The scriptures attest that God’s glory is

witnessed to and expounded by nature;
this witness is trampled under the forces
of society which exploits, eliminates and
pollutes pristine spaces and watersheds
in a seemingly endless desire to develop
and profit from the land.
The cross that marked this ground reminds
me of the brokenness that is ever present
in this world, that the world does indeed
reject God. In the words of Alexander
Schmemann, “In this world Christ was
rejected. He was the perfect expression
of life as God intended it. The fragmentary
life of the world was gathered into his life;
he was the heartbeat of the world and
the world killed him. But in that murder
the world itself died. It lost its chance to
become the paradise God created it to
be.” (Alexander Schmemann, For the Life
of the World, p.23)
The Cross is not a symbol of conquest
or domination over nature and creation,
(although in history it has been abused in
this way), but in my view it is a constant
reminder of human sin and its role in
distorting, decimating, and destroying
God’s gift as something belonging to us
alone. The Cross is an enduring symbol

of God’s prophetic rejection of the
power politics of this world, the desire to
dominate and subdue creation, including
people created in His image. The Cross
that Jesus hung upon, was meant to be
an execution, a doing-away with Him, but
it became God’s rejection of the world’s
death-dealing and exploitative ways,
which were overcome by the power of
His grace through the resurrection.
There are some in the church who fear
that properly to honour and hallow
nature, would be to displace God, but
there is also a very real and easily accepted
idolatry of exploiting the resources of the
earth for own ends, without considering
the consequences.
I left my visit of my home state with a
strong sense that proper reverence for
creation does not drown out the voice
of God - rather it is an act of glorifying
Him, seeking to bless creation and offer
it back as an act of praise. Such action is
rooted in the yearning hope of renewal
for the whole of creation, the coming of
His kingdom. I am thankful such spaces
and still places are available to connect to
God and His creation, and we must work

to preserve and restore them.

Christ Church Vienna
Saying Goodbye to Rosie

Greece
Flags with ICTHYS

GREECE:
A LOVE STORY
John Rowat

Greece is where I decompress.
My wife Carmen turned me on to Greece.
At first, I did not warm to the suggestion,
as I imagined it to be dusty and too
hot for a northerner like me. I discovered
otherwise. My first trip to Crete was
in 2010 and we have returned every
year since. My views are those of
a tourist and, with one exception,
all of our travel has been to Crete.
Crete has an elongated shape that
spans 260 km from east to west and a
breadth of 60 km at its widest point. The
north and south coasts are separated
by mountains that run almost the full
length of the island. The Lefki Ori range
in the west peaks at 2453 metres and
the Psiloritis towards the east peaks at
2456 metres. The mountains on Crete
are rather barren, so hiking in the gorges

is popular. On our first vacation we hiked
the gorge of Agia Irini, which is named
after St. Irene of Thessalonica.
The mountain villages are charming.
Watching village life unfold from a taverna
in the square is pleasant and entertaining.
We once stayed a week in a mountain
village and dined most evenings at
Vegera. The only choice we had at dinner
was whether we wanted red or white
wine, because the food was whatever the
“yia-yia” (Granny) has decided to cook
that day.
Crete is linked to ancient Greek legends
and one of the oldest Greek civilizations,
the Minoans. The best preserved sites
of the Minoan civilization are on Crete.
I would recommend Phaistos rather than
Knossos.

The south side of the island is much
less populated than the north. Our first
vacation was divided between the north
and south coasts. In southern Greece, one
should never underestimate the heat
of mid-day. I have fallen sick a couple of
times by overdoing it on midday outings,
lots of water and sun protection are
obligatory.

just another feature of the landscape.
However, the names they choose for
modern establishments often link back to
antiquity. They cherish connection with
the ancient past.
Regardless where I have gone in Greece,
I have always found the people to be
helpful. Hospitality seems to come
naturally. I have never come away with
the feeling that I was a “profit centre.”

In 2020 we spent a couple of weeks
touring the Peloponnese peninsula. I
read an article in the NYT, which is why
I wanted to go there. The title of the
piece was “The Place where you forget to
die,” the story of a Greek who returned
to the Peloponnese from the States and
settled back down in his homeland. A lot
of it has to do with the social connection
people have there, and maybe is one of
the reasons people live there so long.
Many ancient sites are also located on
the Peloponnese, e.g., Corinth, Mycenae,
Epidaurus, Mystras. A coin dropped at
the base of the ancient amphitheatre of
Epidaurus can be heard clearly from the
seats high above surrounding the atrium.

What do you recommend to someone
going there alone (i.e., not an organised
tour) for the first time?
Seek out places less visited by tourists,
such as family-owned lodgings and
tavernas where traditional food is served.
For example, we visited a family-run
museum of an ancient olive tree near
Vouves. Lodgings are not difficult to find
if you visit in the shoulder season, such
as April or May and September or early
October. One of the advantages of visiting
at that time of year is that people are
going about their normal life and tourism
becomes more of a side show.

Outwardly it would appear that for
many Greeks the ancient sites are

Why do you keep going back?
There’s something about the Greek

people... Every time I’ve been - I haven’t
met a bad Greek yet. Children are free to
come and go; they are well-mannered
and polite. The way they raise children
seems to be healthy, loving. A warm
encounter with someone: for example,
the tour guide who lead us around the
ancient ruins at Mycenae last year. It
started out as a 90 minute tour and
ended up lasting three hours.
Beyond the warmth of late summer
sun, (when we usually visit), bathing in
the warm waters of the Mediterranean
and the comforting flavours of locally
grown food; there always seems to
be a pleasant discovery to be had in
Greece. This year we plan to visit a
couple of islands in the Cyclades (Naxos,
Ikaria) before travelling to Crete.
The Greek Orthodox Church
The Orthodox churches and monasteries
of Crete are rich in Byzantine and
post-Byzantine art. Gems like the Agia
Triada Monastery can be found on the
Akrotiri peninsula, where the monks
produce excellent wine and olive oil.  
I think they had to keep their way of life
alive during their 300 years of the Turkish

occupation. It helped them keep their
identity.
I have always been struck how the
Orthodox clergy take part in everday
life. Perhaps this is in addition to their
pastoral duties, or maybe it is a part of
the pastoral duties. I have seen priests
sitting in cafés, priests selling vegetables
out of the back of a truck and priests
hitch-hiking. And, for example, The
International Day of Tourism in
Paleochora (Crete) could only unfold after
the senior priest had opened and blessed
the festivities. At that festival there was
gamopilafo (a risotto) prepared in a large
cauldron, an outdoor banquet table, and
lots of raki (similar to ouzo), traditional
dancing and music.
For the Greek Orthodox Church and her
people, Easter is the most significant
feast above all. For Easter, all Greeks
return to their home villages to attend
the Easter vigil, then break the fast with
traditional soup after midnight, after
which they spend all of Easter Day with
family and friends feasting on roast lamb
on the spit and many other home-made
delicacies. Easter - from the point of view

of theology - is far more significant than
Christmas in the Greek Orthodox church
and tradition.
The other side is that Greek is one of the
languages of the Bible. It was extremely
important in early Christianity - when
looking at the early books of the New
Testament - so many of the names are
Greek. Greek was the trade language of
the day, like English is today. We make
extensive use of the Greek alphabet,
even today. There is also that other side
of learned society, and I ask myself: Why
of all the places in the world, why did
these people create some early version of
democracy? Who fell out of the skies and
said:”Let’s do some democracy here?”
Then of course there were impressive
men like Alexander the Great, the
philosophers (e.g., Thales, Socrates, Plato,
Aristotle), scientists (e.g., Pythagoras),
historians, poets, playwrights, etc. Such a
rich history spanning five millennia...

Recommended Books
Taylor Caldwell, Great Lion of God
(a biblically correct historical novel of St.
Paul)
Stephen Fry, Mythos
(Greek mythology)
Nikos Kazantzakis, Zorba the Greek
(a novel by an author from Crete)
Madeline Miller, The Song of Achilles
(a recent adaptation of Homer’s Iliad)
Timothy Ware, The Orthodox Church: An
Introduction to Eastern Christianity
(a detailed history and explanation of
beliefs and practices)

Corinth
Archaeological Site

IN THE FOOTSTEPS
OF ST. PAUL
THROUGH GREECE
2-9 May 2022

“Joy is not only found in the stones, but also through the
spirit [of Greece]. Here you don’t only meet with stones
and earth and sea, but you also meet great people who
filled this landscape with history.”
—Nikos Kazantakis (1883-1957)
This is just a brief summary, a foretaste of a glorious and
interesting journey through Greece, spanning ancient
and Byzantine history. Anyone who has joined previous
trips with Christ Church, will appreciate the quality and
depth of these pilgrimages. We will visit Christian sites
associated with Paul’s ministry against the backdrop of
some imposing sites of Greek antiquity, a few important
places in the world of the Greek Orthodox faith, and the
cities of Thessaloniki and Athens.
SCHEDULE
On Monday, we will arrive in Thessaloniki (Acts 17.1-9)
associated with Paul’s ministry. Our first visits will include
the Citadel (Heptapyrgion) and the Museum of Byzantine
Culture.
On Tuesday, we journey to Kavala, (Neapolis, Acts 16.11)

and Philippi, to learn about the first Pauline congregation
on European soil (Acts 16.12-40).
On Wednesday, we will visit ancient Thessaloniki and a
Byzantine church, and a monument dedicated to St. Paul.
We shall also see the grave of the Macedonian King Philip
II, father of Alexander the Great.
On Thursday, we will drive to the famous Meteora
monasteries “in the sky”, built on sandstone rock. We will
have the opportunity to see Delphi and the sanctuary of
Apollo and afterwards cross the isthmus at the Corinth
Canal to Tolon.
On Saturday, we will see Epidauros, the most famous
spa and pilgrimage site in ancient times. Corinth, once
an important harbour and commercial city, where Paul
was active (Acts 18ff) will be visited, as well as the ancient
theatre, the best preserved of ancient Greek times.
In Athens, on Sunday, we will walk the Acropolis, Athens’
landmark, and the museum. Thence we will go to the
Areopagus, see a memorial recalling Paul’s sermon (Acts
17.22-31), continuing via the Agora to the old part of
Athens, Plaka.
On Monday, our final destination is an outing to Cap
Sounion, where the Temple of Poseidon is located, and
then a visit of the Monastery of St Paul the Apostle for a
meeting with Orthodox nuns.

Crhist Church Vienna
Baptism

A SHORT HISTORY OF...

An Interview With Lindsey Souter

What brought you to Christ Church?
I came to Austria because I fell in love
with an Austrian woman. Later I went
to the English Catholic church for a few
months until somebody told me about
Christ Church after I explained that I was
an Anglican. When I split up with the
girlfriend and felt alone, I came searching
for something. And I found Jesus through
the church again.
When I first came to Christ Church,
Jeremy Peake was the Chaplain. On my
first Sunday, I sat next to Andrew Wells,
whom I found easy-going and relaxed, no
pressure to do this or that.
At what time does your day begin?
Because of my work plan, one week
early, one week late, I normally get up
at 5.30am. Sometimes, when I am tired
I sleep a bit longer, say until 6am. And
when I have late duty until about 7.30 or

8.00am. And when I have late duty, that
includes work on a Saturday, which means
mostly from 9.00am to about 1pm.
Where did you grow up?
I grew up in Colchester, Essex.
What do you like about Vienna?
I especially like the transport service
and the year-long card which covers the
underground, trains, buses, so I don’t
have to keep buying tickets.
Where would you like to live, if you had
free choice?
Given a choice of living, I would be near
the sea, with some shade, for the times
when it’s too hot.
If you could travel through time, where
would you like to go?
If I could time-travel then into the 19th
century; I think to live in a different

century would be tough. It would be so
different to what I am used to, I think I
would have problems.

Describe your perfect day.
My perfect day: peace, relaxation, not to
be disturbed when relaxing.

What is your idea of success?
People have different ideas about
success, but to me success is when we
are all happy, then we all succeed.

Do you like Marmite?
Yes, I love Marmite and still have oneand-a-half jars at home!

What worries you?
With the COVID-19, the lock-downs and
the restrictions some people are angry
and don’t like being told what to do. With
people still dying, we all should still take
extra precautions with our health and our
nearest and dearest.
Is the glass half empty or half full?
From where I come, some people would
say the glass is half empty.

CHRIST CHURCH CHOIR:
AN UPDATE
Joan Avery-Zedlacher

O Lord my God, When I in awesome wonder,
Consider all the worlds Thy Hands have made;
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art.
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art!

During this past quiet year, we have had
some wonderful moments. On several
occasions, after the singers had been
tested the day before, we met and sang
together at a distance. It was wonderful
to be able to see and hear each other
again after months of staring at computer
screens, and what a precious gift the
Christian musical tradition offers! 2000
years of music for the Lord, and so many

geniuses along the way: Palestrina, Byrd,
Mozart, to name but a few...
The pandemic made all of us realise that
our voice is on loan. A voice can be here
today, gone tomorrow, as one of our
singers sadly experienced - not having
regained her full lung capacity after
corona. For Good Friday 2021, we were
able to sing the Turbarum Voces of the

Passion of Saint John by William Byrd,
with Anna Madsen and her husband.
As they are musicians, it was possible
to perform it with just a few rehearsals.
Anna has now moved back to Denmark
after seventeen years of singing on and off
at Christ Church. She contributed a huge
amount to the choir by singing soprano,
alto and tenor and particularly by being
constructive and reliable. We are very
grateful to have had her with us. Despite
singers returning to their home countries,
(Nick, Gwen, Emma and Vero recently;
and in the past three years James, Helen,
Jackie, Min Ryung, Hannes, Fabi), we have
nonetheless seen numbers grow from 7
in 2016 to 18 by mid-2021. We now have

a group ranging from 22 to 86 spanning
eight countries. New people seem to turn
up out of the blue, like Paulina, Lisa, Bob
and Jelena. Some of them travel at least
an hour to get to rehearsals, which always
impresses me. Each brings a different set
of musical and social skills to the loft. And
each of us has something to work on. I
would describe our values as mutual
acceptance, helpfulness, cheerfulness
and commitment to doing our best.
A church choir is like the five loaves and
two fish. We offer up what we have been
given: sometimes we are even given what
is fondly known as the “Christ Church
miracle”...

Advent Bazaar
Sunday, 12 December

Sofiensäle | Marxergasse17 | 1030 Vienna
10.30–17.00

CREATIONTIDE
AT CHRIST CHURCH
Monika Weber-Fahr

Creationtide at Christ Church starts on
September 1 and lasts until October.

qualify as an Eco Church in the Anglican
Community.

Creationtide is a time in the church
calendar dedicated to God as Creator
and Sustainer of all life. When we
began at Christ Church Vienna to think
about what we can do as a community
to contribute, we decided to take a
three-year-perspective. We wanted to
offer a space to engage those members
interested in living their lives as Christians
who respect and support God’s creation
in communion with God the Creator, on
their own and in community.

We can pray and work for the protection
of the environment. We have listed a few
practical tips and ideas in our Living Light
blog on our website about what you can
do during the season to inform yourself
and to take personal action. The list draws
on some of the work we have done in the
CreationKeepers group at Christ Church
in Vienna.

We also decided on a two-pronged
approach. First, we want to raise
awareness and inform Christ Church
members of the issues at hand and
options to engage. This allows everyone
to take action individually. Secondly, to
take action necessary for our church to

Those of you reading the Living Light
Blog regularly will know of the impact
that our personal choices of food can
have on our environment. Practicing inseason food choices is particularly good
for the environment, and one’s personal
health, September being an easy month,
especially in Austria.
Perhaps you want to choose September

as the month during which to eat only inseason produce? And as you are enjoying
these, you might want to reflect on the
road the produce has taken, e.g., locally
farmed and transported, rather than
from a long distance? You might want to
look at the packaging too: is it made of
plastic, paper, netting? Just a few hints
for “practicing Creationtide!”

PLEDGE FORM FOR THE

PLANNED GIVING SCHEME 2021
Giving thanks to God for the many blessings I/we have received and recognising my/
our responsibility to God for the work and upkeep of the Church here in Vienna
I/We will give regularly each week/month
(including any existing commitment)
Beginning from							

€

⃝ Envelopes (weekly) – supplied by the Treasurer
⃝ Monthly bank standing order to Christ Church Support Association
Bank Austria									
IBAN: AT85 1100 0005 2407 3400			
BIC: BKAUATWW BIC:						

Raiffeisenlandesbank NÖ-WIEN
IBAN: AT14 3200 000 0074 76203
RLNWATWW

Name:																
Address:															
Telephone:								
Email:					
Date:										
Signature:				
MAKING THE RESPONSE
So that we can plan more effectively and make better use of our resources, it is very
important that we should know what our weekly/monthly income in the coming
year is likely to be. So we are asking everyone in the congregation of Christ Church to
complete this Response Form and return it to the Treasurer (Mr Ben Dannenmaier) by
Friday 21 May. The pledges will be blessed at all the services on Sunday 23 May.

To make a contribution to the next edition of Salt + LIght,
email magazine@christchurchvienna.org.

SALT + LIGHT

