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  CHRIST CHURCH SHOP 

Tel:  01-718 4634 
Salesianergasse 20 
1030 Vienna

Open: Tuesday-Friday:  
9.30-16.00 

Saturday: 9.30-12.00
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Chaplain  Revd. Canon Patrick Curran  01-714 8900

Hon. Assistant Curates Revd. Mike Waltner  
Revd. Dr. Robert Kinney    curate@christchurchvienna.org

Licensed Reader  Ms. Janet Berković (Zagreb)  
Priest with permission Revd. Dr. Christian Hofreiter     christian.hofreiter@rzim.eu
    to officiate  
Church Office Ms. Erica Schenk  
    Administrator  
Verger  Mr. Andrew Seneviratne 
Choir Director Ms. Joan Avery 
Organist  Mr. Andrew Couse  

office@christchurchvienna.org 

 christchurchchoir@gmx.at 

Klagenfurt Ms. Helen Taupe  
Ljubljana  Revd. Taylor Denyer 
Zagreb  Ms. Janet Berković  (Reader)  

Church address  Jaurèsgasse 17-19, 1030 Vienna
Postal address  Jaurèsgasse 12, 1030 Vienna
Church office  Salesianergasse 24, 1030 Vienna 
Phone/fax  01-714 8900 
office@christchurchvienna.org
www.christchurchvienna.org 
www.facebook.com/christchurchvienna
 twitter.com/CCVienna

Christ Church Vienna 
also serves: 

Bratislava, Innsbruck, 
Klagenfurt, Ljubljana 

and Zagreb

CHRIST CHURCH BANKING INFORMATION: 
Christ Church Support Association

Bank Austria:   IBAN: AT851100000524073400   
        BIC: BKAUATWW 

Raiffeisen-        IBAN: AT143200000007476203 
landesbank:     BIC:  RLNWATWW

Thirty friends of Christ Church took part in the recent 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land (see pp 20-28) including 
some “old friends” who have left Vienna.
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Please submit articles to be considered 
for inclusion in the next Crossways 
to the Editor (crossways@aon.at) as 
well as to the Church Office (office@
christchurchvienna.org) at the latest by 
14 April 2020. Submissions would be 
particularly appreciated from first-time 
contributors as well as from the regular 
writers among us.

Judy

EDITORIAL

Looking at the notices of forthcoming events, I was once again intrigued (and tempted) 
by the announcement of the “Peace in the City” service, newly launched this year. If 

I could bring myself to face the drive across Vienna in rush-hour traffic, if I could sum-
mon up the patience to circle countless times to find a parking space in what is rarely 
a peaceful city at 18.00 on a Tuesday evening, then no doubt I would greatly benefit 
from the recuperative powers of a “meditative service of poetry, prose and music—and 
silence”. I will give it a try and if I arrive in time for the service a frazzled, nervous wreck, 
then I trust I will leave refreshed, calm and at peace with the world. 

I have no doubt that we could all do with moments of calm and silence. Mine are gener-
ally achieved when I walk the dogs in the Lobau in the early morning or when I stand in 
silent contemplation of my eight baby tortoises who, when the mood takes them, can 
positively dash around their terrarium, climbing, falling, digging or generally engaging in 
non-tortoiselike behaviour. God’s creation is indeed miraculous. The recent pilgrimage 
afforded moments of silent contemplation, even when one was surrounded by hoards of 
fellow pilgrims. Much of this issue is devoted to a brief diary of the pilgrimage and I trust 
that those who did not take part might be inspired to make a similar journey of their own 
one day or join a future Christ Church pilgrimage. 

Easter is fast approaching and the moments for quietness and reflection are multiple. 
The solemnity of the Maundy Thursday service with the washing of the feet reminds 
us to follow the example of humility set by Christ. The Ecumenical service midday on 
Good Friday allows us to be eye-witnesses at his crucifixion. The Good Friday Liturgy 
and Easter Saturday vigil are powerful experiences. The quietness and the darkness  
in the church seem to wrap us in a spiritual cloak, transporting us over the centuries 
to Calvary—the Calvary of our thoughts and prayers, not necessarily the venerated, but 
nonetheless crowded and noisy pilgrimage sites we visited at the beginning of February. 
I wish all readers peace and joy at Easter, with time for that “still small voice of calm”. 
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From the 
Desk of the 
Chaplain, 
the Revd. 
Canon  
Patrick 
Curran

Last night (as I write 
this) the chaplaincy 
council signed off 

on the budget for 2020. 
Although our Treasurer 
was unable be present in 
person at the meeting we 
were able through the gift 
of modern technology to 
enjoy his presence with us 
as he presented the Treas-
urer’s report and took 
us through the final draft 
of the 2020 budget. It is 
important that we all un-
derstand that the budget 
tells a story: the concrete 
working out of how we as 
a church are participating 
in God’s mission. If you 
want to better understand 
our mission I would point 
in the direction of our 
Mission Statement, which 
you can find on the church 
website. 

Through the budget we 
affirmed our commitment 
to employing a Youth and 
Young Adults Worker, 
as well as continuing to 
participate in the intern 
Ministerial Experience 
Scheme in the light of our 
good experiences with 
the scheme over the last 
two years. Last year we 
had to replace the boiler 
in the church shop (the 
Ovessa rooms). The bill 
for the boiler was paid 

this year. During the year 
we will also update the 
office computers having 
been advised by experts 
that this is long overdue. 
In fact, we had planned to 
replace the computers last 
year. We also committed 
to supporting the initia-
tive to support extending 
the work of the National 
Ecumenical of Council of 
Churches in Austria.

The impact of having to 
move the bazaar also 
affected us. The venue 
was much more expen-
sive than the Bundes-
amtsgebäude. The team 
who managed last year’s 
bazaar did a fabulous job 
with an excellent result 
only diminished by the 
costs incurred by the new 
venue. 

As I write we are looking 
at other options to reduce 
costs and increase space. 
Common Fund continues 
to pose a challenge. Com-
mon Fund is the amount 
we pay to the diocese 
as a congregation of the 
Diocese in Europe, so 
that our diocese can meet 
its responsibilities as a 
diocese of the Church of 
England. We have also 
affirmed our continuing 
commitment to giving 10 
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percent of our income to 
charities that are in line 
with the Gospel priorities. 
We have also decided that 
Common Fund should not 
be more than the amount 
we pay to the charities we 
support.

We remain committed 
to the music programme 
at Christ Church and are 
thankful for our organist 
and choir director and the 
work that they put in to 
achieve as high a stand-
ard as possible. The jazz 
infused services continue 
and are in their second 
year.

In terms of outreach we 
are continuing with the se-

ries of talks at the United 
Nations in Vienna entitled 
UNcomplicated and the 
panel sessions addressing 
a wider public under the 
heading of Theology on 
Tap. During the year our 
present intern introduced 
a meditative/reflective ser-
vice on a monthly basis. 
We also held a St Valen-
tine’s service for married 
couples at which they 
were invited to affirm their 
marriage vows (see pp 
10-11). We will continue 
to focus on our steward-
ship of creation in the Lent 
groups, which we began 
back in September by par-
ticipating in Creationtide. 
Another initiative that may 
be of interest to some is 
that since Advent we have 
been using the Book of 
Common Prayer readings 
at the 8.00 service of Holy 
Communion.

Naturally more information 
concerning the budget and 
our various activities will 
be made available at the 

upcoming Annual General 
Meeting. One development 
that gives rise for concern 
is that our expenditure is 
more than our income.

Presently this is manage-
able, but as a council we 
are working to ensure that 
while we seek to partici-
pate as fully as possible 
as a congregation in God’s 
mission to the world we 
remain good stewards. We 
are investing today for to-
morrow, but we also want 
to balance the budget. 

Actually, we want to do 
more than balance the 
budget. In this connec-
tion I have a number of 
requests. 

One, consider joining the 
planned giving scheme as 
a matter of urgency if you 
haven’t done so. 

Two, if you didn’t increase 
your giving last year as 
result of the stewardship 
campaign (time, talents 
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Crosby Scott Eaton was baptised at Christ Church On 23 
February.

The memorial service of Christian Lexer took place at Christ 
Church on 22 January

From the Church Registers

and treasure) I would ask 
you to consider doing it 
ASAP and by at least ten 
euros a month, so that we 
can begin to address the 
budget deficit and move to 
returning a surplus as in 
previous years. Three, do 
we have any person or per-
sons amongst us willing or 
to contribute to reducing 
last year’s shortfall? Four, 
make sure that Christ 
Church is a beneficiary of 
your will. 

There is a conviction that 
won’t let me go. What 
is this conviction? The 
conviction is that within 
our church the means 
are there amongst our 
members, associates, 
supporters and friends to 
cover our budget deficit 
and more. 

Finally, I want to thank all 
who tirelessly and gener-
ously give of themselves 
in God’s service to ensure 
that Christ Church remains 
strong and vibrant. We are 
a living community. Over 
the last weeks and months 
I have heard time and time 
again how friendly and 
welcoming the congre-
gation is. A challenge 
remains: How can we as 
a welcoming community 
ensure that newcomers 
move from being wel-
comed to belonging? Can 
you play your part?

With every good wish and 
blessing,
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Holy Week and Easter Sunday at Christ Church 
Many people consider Christmas to be the great Christian festival, but the num-
ber of special services during Holy Week and Easter Sunday suggest that Christ’s 
passion, death and resurrection are the central event. The liturgy of Holy Week is 
a deep meditation on the saving work of God that plummets the depths of our hu-
man experience so that every moment of time and every nook or cranny should be 
permeated by the grace of God. Salvation is costly, but it is also beautiful in that 
God does not spare himself the cost of love. The contemplation of the crucified 
one reminds us of Paul’s question, Death where is thy sting? There is one who has 
shown us that death is not the last word. The exaltation of the risen one reminds 
us that after night comes day. I invite you to a considered keeping of Holy Week 
through prayer, fasting, meditating on God’s word and attending of the Holy Week 
Liturgy: Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter. The Easter Vigil 
is a most beautiful, moving and appropriate way to celebrate our rising from the 
dead to the life that Christ is always seeking to give us. The services during Holy 
Week are as follows:

Palm Sunday   08.00  Holy Communion  
   10.00  Sung Eucharist with the Palm Procession 
   18.00  Six O’clock service with Palm Procession

Holy Tuesday  08.30 Morning Prayer , 
   18.15  Evening Prayer

Holy Wednesday   09.30  Holy Communion

Maundy Thursday   18.15 Evening Prayer  
   20.00  Celebration of the Lord’s Supper with the  
    washing of the disciples’ feet and the one  
    hour watch in the garden

Good Friday  12.30  Ecumenical Service 
   18.00  Good Friday Liturgy

Holy Saturday  21.00  Easter Vigil with the Easter Fire

Easter Sunday  08.00  Holy Communion  
   10.00  Sung Eucharist with the blessing of the  
    Easter Garden
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Christ 
Church 
intern, Dr. 
Gabriel 
Byng 
gave an 
insightful 
sermon 
on 16 
February

Since 
Advent 
we have 

been using 
the readings 
as set for Holy 
Communion 
in the Book of 
Common Prayer 
1662. 
On the third Sunday of 
Epiphany, Dr. Gabriel 
Byng, the Ministerial Ex-
perience Scheme (MES) 
intern at Christ Church for 
2019/20 preached the 
following sermon based on 
Matthew 8.1-13. I thought 
a wider audience might 
find it worth reading. PSC

The clouds did not part for 
me; no angels entered my 
dreams. My own journey 
into faith did not follow a 
revelation on the road to 
Damascus or a sudden, 
and explicit, intervention by 
the Divine. But it did follow 
an encounter, an unex-
pected meeting that would 
totally revolutionise the way 
I thought about myself and 
the world and break me 
open to Christianity and 
Christianity open to me.

It was a meeting not 
with an angel but with a 
person, in my case, the 
chaplain at my university. 
I met her not out of my 
own spiritual questing, but 
because I was obliged to 
attend a start-of-the-year 
meeting with her and, at 
the end of that meeting, 
she suggested I come to 
church one morning to try 
it out. And, well over a dec-
ade later, I’m still following 
that suggestion. 

The specifics of my journey 
to faith are mine alone; 
yours, I know, might be 
very different. But one 
aspect of this journey 
that I do not think is very 
unusual is that my experi-
ence was born out of an 
encounter with another 
human, somebody of great 
integrity, and spiritual 
wisdom, and experience, 
and with a good sense of 
humour. Perhaps you also 
have people like this in 
your life story, people of 
faith, clergy or not, who 
have acted as signposts to 
the divine. 

In my life, in fact, they 
have been not just sign-
posts to the greater reality 
but outposts of it, sources 
themselves of strength 
and certainty, able to 
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share their faith when I am 
in doubt.

One thing my chaplain 
taught was to look to the 
minor characters in the 
Gospels for inspiration. 
None of us will meet Jesus 
as the Apostles did; few of 
us will have a conversion 
experience like St Paul’s. 
But there are many in 
the Gospels who show us 
different models of belief, 
people who did not see 
and yet believed.

The reading from St Mat-
thew’s Gospel that we 
just heard contains two 
remarkable and deliber-
ately contrasting models 
of faith. First there was 
the leper, who kneels very 
humbly before Jesus, who 
does not, in fact, ask to 
be healed but rather only 
affirms the healing power 
of Christ, respectful of the 
purposes of God. 

And then, from quite the 
other end of the social 
spectrum, there was the 
centurion, a man who 
knows his own power and 
authority, his ability to 
command others. Like the 
leper, he comes in humility 
before the power of Jesus, 
this time on behalf of an-
other, and knows himself 
unworthy to host Jesus. 

Both, in total 
faith and humil-
ity, receive the 
answer to their 
prayers.

It is consoling 
I think, and 
remarkable, 
that even Jesus 
is struck by this 
show of faith and obedi-
ence in unlikely quarters. 
He says, ‘Truly I tell you, 
in no one in Israel have I 
found such faith.’ I hear 
in Jesus’ words my own 
reaction when I met that 
chaplain at my university 
all those years ago: how 
remarkable it is to encoun-
ter the intense faith of 
another.

But to stay at the edge 
of this Gospel story, with 
the minor, incidental 
characters, we come 
too to the servant, lying 
sick at the centurion’s 
home. He would not meet 
Jesus, would not, as far 
as we know, join the great 
crowds following him. But 
he would know his distress 
ended, his paralysis lifted. 
He would know too, pre-
sumably, that his master 
had gone to seek healing 
on his behalf and he would 
hear the stories after his 
return. And, of course, he 

would see in his master 
the deep faith of another, 
the same faith that had 
impressed Jesus himself.

Of course, we do not 
know about the servant’s 
spiritual life, about what 
happened next, but I still 
wonder how the rest of 
his life played out – a life 
totally transformed by the 
healing, generous, merci-
ful power of a man he did 
not meet and by the faith-
ful efforts of one he did. 

Of all the people in this 
story, his experience is 
probably the one closest 
to our own, to be touched 
by the love of Jesus and 
by the prayer and faith of 
other Christians. Most of 
us cannot, perhaps, have 
the faith of St Paul, or 
even the faith of the leper 
or the centurion, but we 
can seek to recognise the 
faith of another and to al-
low ourselves to be healed 
by it.

The Conversion of Paul, P. Breughal the Elder

X
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God is love, 
and those 
who live in 

love live in God 
and God lives 
in them (1 John 
4:16).
Valentine’s Day was the 
occasion of a special 
service at Christ Church 
for couples to reaffirm 
their marriage vows. This 
was a welcome initiative of 
the Chaplain and proved 
to be both a solemn and 
joyous occasion for the 
twelve couples involved, 
as well as some family 
members and friends. For 
those who were unable to 
enjoy a church wedding, 
or wedding blessing the 
first time, it was a unique 
occasion to commit to one 
another before God.

The Chaplain read: We 
have come together in the 
presence of God, to affirm 
our marriage vows, to ask 
God’s blessing on us, and 
to share in each other’s 
joy. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
was a guest at a wedding 
in Cana of Galilee, and 
through his Spirit he is 
with us now ... It is God’s 
purpose that, as husband 

and wife give themselves 
to each other in love 
throughout their lives, they 
shall be united in that love 
as Christ is united with his 
Church”. 

It was in many ways a very 
personal occasion. The 
vows were made facing 
one’s spouse, hands 
joined. And yet the joy of 
sharing the moment with 
other members of the 
Christ Church family added 
particular meaning. The 
Chaplain delivered both a 
thoughtful and inspiring 
homily before husbands 
and wives separately read 
the blessings.

Organist Andrew Crouse 
provided wedding music, 
culminating in Men-
delssohn’s splendid Wed-
ding March. We did not 
march in procession down 
the aisle but enjoyed the 
music from our pews.

After the event, we were 
invited to the residence of 
the British Ambassador for 
a glass of bubbly and/or 
juice. The array of canapés 
included heart-shaped 
sandwiches that someone 
had lovingly prepared for 
the event. Thank you to all 
who helped make this a 
celebration to be remem-
bered.

The 
Affirmation 
of Marriage 
Vows at 
Christ 
Church on 
Valentine’s 
Day 2020 X
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A second 
ecumenical 
workshop 
took place 
on Saturday, 
29 February 
with guest 
speaker 
Father 
Denis 
McBride

Father 
Denis 
McBride 

led a fascinating 
workshop titled 
Celebrating the 
indiscriminate 
mercy of God.
Members of three 
English-speaking church 
communities in Vienna—the 
Roman Catholic Church, 
the United Methodist 
Church and Christ Church—
attended the second in 
what will hopefully be an 
annual series of workshops 
to examine in greater 
depth issues of Christian 
faith. Meeting at the 
United Methodist Church 
in Vienna’s 15th district, 
we spent a memorable 
day inspired by our gifted 
guest speaker, Father 
Denis McBride and warmly 
welcomed by Pastor 
Matthew and members of 
the congregation.

Although not immedi-
ately obvious from the 
announced theme of the 
workshop, the focus of Fa-
ther Denis’ lecture was on 
the Book of Jonah, which 
despite its brevity has 

profound significance for 
Jews, Christians and Mos-
lems alike. For Christians, 
it heralds the Gospel and 
the message of Jesus.

The fact that Jonah came 
from a village close to 
Nazareth suggests that 
Christ would have known 
about him from a young 
age and in fact Jonah is 
the only prophet to whom 
Christ compares himself 
when he states that Jo-
nah’s salvation after three 
days in the stomach of the 
whale foreshadows his 
own resurrection (Matthew 
12:40). 

Jonah is a particular 
favourite of Pope Francis 
who considers the Book of 
Jonah prescribed reading 
for Christians. Our speaker 
confided in us that when 
he first started writing 
about Jonah, he ques-
tioned the prophet. By the 
time he had finished his 
book, he realised that Jo-
nah was questioning him!

In contrast to other 
prophets, Jonah travelled 
extensively including his 
fateful boat trip to South-
ern Spain. Father Denis 
described with greater 
detail and insight than my 
Sunday School teacher 
many decades ago, the 
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X
events leading up to his 
encounter with the whale 
and more especially the 
significance.

Jonah, Father Denis em-
phasises, was more of a 
theologian than a prophet 
and was not without the 
flaws of self-importance, 
pride and narcissism. He 
recognized that the storm 
that threatened not only 
his but the lives of others 
on board was his personal 
punishment and he was 
ready and willing to die. 
The last thing he expected 
was God’s mercy. Mercy, 
Father Denis reminded us, 
obliges us. We cannot ask 
for it for ourselves while at 

the same time refusing it 
to others.

Father Denis’ use of cur-
rent vernacular helped 
close the 2,800 year gap 
between Jonah’s life and 
the present time, mak-
ing him a real person 
with real issues. Father 
Denis talked to us, not at 
us, looking us in the eye, 
moving around to include 
us all in the conversation. 
He was happy to respond 
to questions throughout 
the day and his relaxed 
delivery coupled with a 
profound knowledge and 
understanding of the sub-
ject was a mesmerising 
combination.

Our lunch break was a 
unique culinary experi-
ence as we were treated to 
Persian delicacies kindly 
prepared by members 
of the United Methodist 
Church congregation. 
We took the opportunity 
to forge friendships with 
participants from the other 
churches. We also had 
an opportunity to browse 
and purchase some of the 
many books written by our 
speaker.

Thank you, Father Denis, 
for a remarkable experi-
ence and the English-
speaking United Methodist 
Church in Vienna for their 
boundless hospitality. 
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WEDNESDAY

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Lent Group 2

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Lent Group 2

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Lent Group 2

18.30 Council Meeting

March 2020
MONDAY TUESDAY

15
8

22
29 30 31

17

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids Church
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Family Eucharist
 Mothering Sunday 
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

SUNDAY

Palm Sunday

First Sunday in Lent

Second Sunday in Lent

Third Sunday in Lent

Fourth Sunday in Lent

Fifth Sunday in Lent

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Lent Group 1

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Lent Group 1
 begins

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Lent Group 1

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Lent Group 1

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Meditative 
 Service
19.00 Lent Group 1

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Lent Group 2  
 begins

The Annunciation 
of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary
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25
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Lent Group 2

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Lent Group 2

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Lent Group 2

18.30 Council Meeting

TUESDAY

31

212017
13 14

19

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Lent Group 1

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Lent Group 1
 begins

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Lent Group 1

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Lent Group 1

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Meditative 
 Service
19.00 Lent Group 1

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Lent Group 3

18.00 World Day of  
 Prayer in the  
 Stephensdom

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Lent Group 3

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Lent Group 3

18.15 Evening Prayer 
18.30 Lent Group 3 
 begins

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Lent Group 2  
 begins

12.45 UNcomplicated

08.30 Christ Church  
 volunteers at 
 ’s Häferl

St. Joseph

The Annunciation 
of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary

Do you and your family enjoy reading Crossways?
If so, are you prepared to contribute a small sum to help cover the cost of printing and postage? Since 
most people prefer to make online transfers, we are no longer distributing payment slips, but would ask 
readers to kindly transfer a contribution to Crossways to the Church accounts, marking “Crossways” in 
the designated place. We would suggest an annual contribution of EUR 20 or more.
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13
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WEDNESDAY

Luke 23:43

Palm Sunday

Second Sunday of Easter

EASTER SUNDAY Easter Monday 08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Meditative
 Service

MONDAY TUESDAY

12
5

19
26

20
27 28

1
8

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with Palm Procession 
 Kids Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service Palm Procession

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Easter Eucharist
 Kids Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

 

  

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with Baptism
 Kids Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

SUNDAY

19.00 Annual 
 Chaplaincy  
 Meeting

Third Sunday of Easter

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Reading Group

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Lent Group 2

April 2020

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

Monday of 
Holy Week

Tuesday of 
Holy Week

Wednesday of 
Holy Week

Today you shall be with Me in Paradise

09.30 Holy Communion

112 Mar-April.indd   16 05/03/2020   14:37:31



21 23
29
22
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7

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Luke 23:43

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Meditative
 Service

TUESDAY

24
3028

25
1817

10 11   
3 41 2

8 9
16   

18.15 Evening Prayer
20.00 Maundy Thursday  
 Liturgy with One  
 Hour Watch

12.30 Ecumenical  
 Good Friday  
 Service
18.00 Good Friday  
 Liturgy with the 
 Veneration of  
 the Cross

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Lent Group 3

21.00 Easter Vigil

08.30 Christ Church  
 volunteers at  
 ’s Häferl

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer19.00 Annual 
 Chaplaincy  
 Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Reading Group

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion
10.15 Lent Group 2

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

Maundy ThursdayTuesday of 
Holy Week

Wednesday of 
Holy Week

Good Friday Holy Saturday

St. George St. Mark

Today you shall be with Me in Paradise

09.30 Holy Communion
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Annual General Meeting 2020

UNcomplicated

Message from the Leader 
of the 2020 Retreat

“I am looking forward to leading the 
annual retreat for Christ Church on the 
theme Living the Trinity. One of our chal-
lenges as Christians today is to hold to-
gether reason and mystery. This retreat 
is inspired by scripture, by the thought 
and practice of the early Christian 
monks and by the iconography of the 
Church, including Andrew Rublev’s icon 
of the Trinity. Together we shall embark 
on what Evagrius of Pontus described as 
‘the mind’s long journey to the Trinity’, 
and see how far we get!” 

Angela Tilby is a Canon Emeritus of 
Christ Church Cathedral, a Canon of 
Honour of Portsmouth Cathedral and an 
Associate Lecturer and Visiting Scholar 
at Sarum College, Salisbury. She has 
a particular interest in early Christian 
thought and spirituality.  She is also a 
writer and broadcaster.

The retreat will be held from 5-7 June in 
the Benedictine monastery of Göttweig. 
It is now full but to join the waiting list 
email Andrew Rooke: am.rooke@a1.net.

Lent Groups

During Lent, the six-week period leading up to 
Easter that begins on Ash Wednesday, we are 
running three Lent groups. The book under dis-
cussion (Saying yes to life by Ruth Valerio) takes 
forward the Creationtide theme that we were con-
sidering after the summer. It is also in line with 
our mission statement, “Christ Church, the Angli-
can/Episcopal Church in Vienna, seeks … to par-
ticipate in God’s mission to the world as disciples 
of Jesus and stewards of God’s creation” and fur-
ther, to “build a culture of stewardship, based on 
the belief that God’s provision is generous and we 
are stewards, not owners, of everything we pos-
sess”; to “work together to embed environmental 
concerns in our worship, teaching and action.” 
The chapter headings of Saying yes to life make 
this clear: Introduction, In the beginning, 1. Let 
there be light, 2. Let the waters be separated, 3. 
Let the land produce vegetation, 4. Let there be 
lights in the sky, 5. Let the waters teem with liv-
ing creatures and let the birds fly, 6. Let the land 
produce living creatures and let us make human-
kind in our image, Conclusion: The seventh day.
The book can be downloaded from the Internet 
as an eBook.

The Annual General Meeting is on Wednesday 
29 April at 19.00. All members on the elec-
toral roll will be invited to attend. This meeting 
is the most important church business meet-
ing of the year. We receive reports from the 
officers of the church together with the audit-
ed church accounts for the previous year. We 
elect churchwardens and council members 
and every three years our archdeaconry rep-
resentatives. Please make every effort to at-
tend. Apologies should be sent to the church 
office email address: office@christchurchvi-
enna.org.

The next session of UNcomplicated on 
13 March will be led by Dr Justice Tettey. 
He has entitled his talk Faith and Work: 
Finding the strength to love. He is Chief 
of the Laboratory and Scientific Section 
of the United Nations Office of Drugs and 
Crimes – UNODC.  This will be our last 
meeting in the Box Black Church. As of 
April UNcomplicated will be held in one 
of the UN buildings. Dates for your dia-
ries are 24 April, 22 May and 19 June.
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Peace in the City

Join us for a new, monthly medita-
tive service of poetry, prose and 
music—and silence. Each monthly 
service will follow a different theme. 
We will hear from writers and com-
posers from both within and out-
side the Christian tradition. All are 
welcome to this service of reflection 
and quietness. 

The dates of the next two services 
are Tuesday 24 March and 21 April.

Reading Group

We meet six times a year to discuss a book. For our 
next meeting on Wednesday 22 April we are read-
ing Outside Looking In by the contemporary US nov-
elist writer T.C.Boyle.

Coronavirus precautions

In light of the increasing number of cases of Cov-
id-19 (coronavirus), the churchwardens and I have 
decided, in line with guidelines of the Church of Eng-
land and the Austrian authorities, to make changes 
to services, beginning Sunday, 1 March. We will con-
tinue to monitor the situation closely.

1.  The Peace is to be exchanged with a bow rather 
than the shaking of hands.

2. If you have symptoms (coughing, sneezing, tem-
perature), you should avoid touching others, ideally 
staying at home. Contact the Austrian information 
telephone hotlines for advice. If you have symptoms 
and have recently travelled to areas affected by the 
virus, consult the advice given by the Austrian au-
thorities.

3.  The Peace is now exchanged with a bow rather 
than the shaking of hands. 

4.  The practice of intinction in the communion cup is 
suspended; please do not dip the bread in the wine 
at the Eucharist.Communicants can symbolically take 
the wine by acknowledging it by bowing the head. 

Talent and Variety Show Walking Pilgrimage 

A walking pilgrimage along sections 
of the Der Franzikusweg - The Way 
of St Francis in Austria is in plan-
ning for the weekend of 1-3 May, 
gathering on Thursday 30 April in 
the evening. If you are interested in 
joining the pilgrimage speak to the 
chaplain or Angela, churchwarden. 
Participants should be comfortable 
walking twenty kilometres plus a 
day. “If people did not have a spir-
itual or religious capacity, the pil-
grimage tradition would never have 
begun; and this belief in a supernat-
ural dimension … is probably as old 
as humanity itself.” Is anyone with a 
car or access to car interested in ac-
companying the pilgrimage? In the 
first decade of the new millennium 
we were accompanied by Maurice 
Pezet, Isolde and their dog Tommy. 
We will seek to keep the costs of 
the pilgrimage down. We look for-
ward to hearing from you.

We are planning a Talent and Variety show for 
Friday, 15 May starting at 18.00. We are looking 
for people from the congregation to come forward 
and share a talent with us. Contact Lucille Curran, 
Melinda May, Robert Kinney or the Chaplain.
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The 2020 
Christ 
Church 

pilgrimage 
organized by 
our Chaplain for 
members of the 
congregation 
took place 
during the 
first week of 
February. 
The following pages show 
just a few snapshots of 
our trip, with contributions 
drawn from the “Pilgrim-
age Diary”.

The first day of the Christ 
Church pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land was taken up 
travelling to Bethlehem via 
Tel Aviv where we met our 
tour guide, Heidi. During 
the pilgrimage Heidi would 

share snippets of her life 
as an American living in 
Israel with Norwegian, Aus-
trian and Jewish roots. 

During the coach ride to 
the Ritz Hotel, Bethlehem, 
skilfully manoeuvred by 
our driver, Walid, Heidi 
mentioned a popular say-
ing, “Haifa works, Tel Aviv 
plays, Jerusalem prays.” 
After taking possession of 
our hotel rooms we met for 
a buffet dinner in the hotel 
restaurant with a mag-
nificent view of Manger 
Square and the Church 
of the Nativity, which 
were both illuminated 
at night. We went to bed 
full of anticipation of how 
our eight-day pilgrimage 
would unfold. What would 
we learn? How were we 
going to get along with one  
another? Would faith be 
strengthened? We were 
left with many questions, 
but deeply thankful that 
we had safely arrived in 
Bethlehem.

In the 
Footstops 
of Jesus: 
Christ 
Church 
Pilgrimage 
to the Holy 
Land, 1-8 
February 
2020

Patrick
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Sunday
Driving to Bethlehem, we 
visited the Church of the 
Nativity/Basilica of the Na-
tivity in the West Bank in 
the Palestinian territories. 
The Basilica is the oldest 
major church in the Holy 
Land. It comprises three 
churches: Greek Orthodox, 
Armenian and Roman 
Catholic. Whilst standing 
in a long queue to see 
the birthplace of Jesus, 
we marvelled at the many 
icons. We finally got to the 
entrance of the well-worn 
stairs that led down to the 
Nativity, that is located 
directly beneath the High 
Altar of the Church.  As we 
entered the grotto/cave, 
we saw on the right, the 
Altar of the Nativity with 
A Silver Star set in white 
marble with 14 points on 
the floor that marks the 
birthplace of Jesus (Luke 
2:6-7).  Then on the left 
is another grotto with two 
other altars: the Chapel 
of the Crib, where the 
newly born Jesus was laid, 
and the Altar of the Magi, 
in memory of the Three 
Wise Men who visited the 
babe in the Manger (Mat-
thew 2:9-11).   It was an 
unexplainable experience 
being right there where it 
all began....  We sang to-
gether in the Grotto, “Once 
in Royal David City”. 

Joan and R
ose

Patrick
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“Most of us couldn’t wait 
to get into the Dead Sea. 
We entered slowly and 
started floating (some tried 
to swim!) before covering 
ourselves with the mineral-
rich mud. The expression 
of joy on all faces—even 
those who decided to just 
stay on the beach—was a 
picture. An amazing expe-
rience which some call a 
Natural Spa.”

“At Masada we took the ca-
ble car to the top (Lynn ran 
up in 24 minutes). Masada 
is the most visited tourist 
site in Israel and very popu-
lar with school groups. We 
watched a film based on 
Josephus Flavius’ account 
where the precise archaeo-
logical information he pro-
vided lends credence to his 
historical account as well. 
The view from the top was 
indescribable.”

“Herod built Masada as a 
refuge in case of attack, 
but he did not actually 
live there. The rock used 
for building was quarried 
from available rock. The 
fortress was stocked with 
wine from Calabria, fish 
from Spain, dates from the 
region, and more. Date 
pits were found during ex-
cavation. One was planted 
and lives today.”

Monday

Ta
ra

 a
nd

 V
an

es
sa

Tara and Vanessa
M

orkor
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“We were fortunate to 
have the baptismal site at 
the River Jordan largely to 
ourselves, which was both 
peaceful and soul-nourish-
ing. We celebrated a beau-
tiful service to reaffirm 
our baptismal vows. After 
blessing ourselves with 
the waters of the river we 
filled our bottle with water 
from the River Jordan. A 
moving experience.” 

Tuesday

“In the afternoon we vis-
ited Magdala, presumed 
to be the original home of 
Mary Magdalene. Recent 
excavations of the site 
found a synagogue from 
the first century that likely 
could have been used by 
Jesus (the Migdal Syna-
gogue). The Migdal Stone 
was also found at this site 
and is notable for having 
the earliest known images 
of the Temple Menorah to 
be found in a synagogue.”

“At the modern church 
complex, we held our 
evening prayer service in a 
side chapel with a vibrant 
mosaic of Jesus walking 
on the water towards his 
disciples in the boat and 
reaching out to Peter who 
is sinking in the water. The 
bible passage depicting 
this story was read 
(Matthew 14: 22-33).”

ð

Jo
hn

An
ge

la
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“Caesarea National Park is 
the site of the ancient city 
Caesarea Maritima. Initial-
ly a small port, Caesarea 
Maritima was enlarged by 
Herod and was at the time 
the only eastern Roman 
seaport. We made a quick 
sunset photo stop at the 
golden Aqueduct Beach 
and then, as many pilgrims 
before us, travelled up to 
Jerusalem.”

“Our boat, Reuben, was 
waiting for us, together 
with a lively crew who not 
only provided music for us 
to sing along to but taught 
us a typical Israeli dance 
to the tune of the modern 
folk song Hava Nagila. In a 
quieter moment, we sang 
Dear Lord and Father of 
Mankind while we enjoyed 
the serenity of God’s mag-
nificent creation.”

“The Basilica of the Annun-
ciation is a modern Roman 
Catholic Church conse-
crated in 1969 over the 
sites of a Byzantine church 
and subsequent Crusader 
church. Both in the court-
yard and in the basilica 
itself are large panels, 
mostly mosaic, donated by 
different countries of the 
world and depicting the 
Madonna.”

Wednesday

Judy
Lynn
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Thursday
“Our visit started on the 
Temple Mount, venerated 
as a holy site in Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam. Now 
dominated by the golden-
domed Muslim sanctuary 
the mount remains the 
holiest site in Judaism. It 
is of great significance to 
Christians because of our 
shared heritage and as a 
place where Jesus visited 
and taught. We stood on 
the site of the second 
temple  created by Herod: 
a place associated with 
Abraham and David and 
with the presence of God. 
The place where Solomon 
built the first Temple. 

The various visits in 
Jerusalem “following in 
Jesus’ footsteps” created 
a sense of proximity, al-
lowing a new understand-
ing of familiar stories. 
This sense of proximity 
was also evident as we 
followed the Via Dolarosa 
and during the visit to the 
Church of the Holy Sepul-
chre. Whether this church 
houses the exact loca-
tions of the death, burial 
and resurrection of Jesus 
seems less important than 
the opportunity it creates 
to visit and gain some 
appreciation of the place 
where foundational Chris-
tian events occurred.”

ð

D
er

ek
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We visited the French Car-
melite Church of the Pater 
Noster, which has been 
built on the site of the 
place where Jesus taught 
his disciples to pray his 
prayer, The Lord’s Prayer. 
The prayer is depicted 
here in multiple languages 
and dialects on mosaic 
tiles on every wall avail-
able inside and outside 
the church. 

We visited the Church of 
All Nations (Basilica of 
the Agony). This was a 
moment to note our close-
ness to the Jewish people 
and how we can learn 
from them today. Daniel 
sang Go to dark Gethsa-
mane, a hymn from south-
ern Baptist and Methodist 
traditions that evokes the 
sadness of Jesus in the 
Garden of Gethsemane.

Friday

At Christ Church Jerusalem 
we enjoyed a reunion with 
the Rev. David Pileggi (who 
lead our 2018 Retreat. 
Revd. John Howenstein   
furnished us with a short 
history of Christ Church, 
Jerusalem, including 
logistic challenges for its 
construction and political 
opposition from the Otto-
man Turks . Finally, Patrick 
led a service of evening 
prayer with the Eucharist. 

D
avid and Elisabeth

Em
m

anuel and M
aria-Cristina
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“In Abu Ghosh we visited 
the Crusaders’ Emmaus 
Church, St Mary of the 
Resurrection, where 
Jesus was said to have 
stopped. We enjoyed the 
wonderful frescos that 
had been cleaned (not 
restored). Here we went 
down into the crypt for 
morning prayer next to the 
living waters of the spring. 
Patrick led us through our 
final morning prayer of 
our pilgrimage with songs 
and praise. There was a 
profound feeling of thank-
fulness and appreciation, 
not only for the continuous 
good fortune we had ex-
perienced on a multitude 
of occasions throughout 
the week, but also for one 
another and our renewed 
faith in Christ. 

Afterwards, we made our 
way along the coast (with 
blustery winds and high 
waves) to our last falafel 
stop of the week and then 
headed to the airport.

On day six, Patrick quoted 
“When two or three gather 
in my name, there I am in 
the midst of them.” Well, 
thirty of us gathered in 
his name and I am sure 
that God was amongst 
us as we followed in his 
footsteps through the holy 
places of Israel.”

Saturday

M
el

an
ie
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The ecume-
nical 
service 

in celebration 
of the Week 
of Prayer for 
Christian Unity 
took place at the 
Coptic Cathedral 
on 23 January.
Senior representatives of 
different Christian demoni-
nations and members of 
their respective congrega-
tions met at the magnifi-
cent Coptic Cathedral in 
Vienna’s 22nd district to 
mark this year’s Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. 
Our host, Bishop Gabriel, 
welcomed us. The con-
gregation was introduced 
to the large number of 
dignitaries present who 
entered in procession ac-
companied by chants sung 
by the Coptic choir.

The service was in Ger-
man and involved many 
clerics present. Bishop 
Lederleitner of the Old 
Catholic Church spoke of 
the church in Malta, which 
was responsible for the 
preparation of this year’s 

Week of Prayer. He was 
followed, among others, by 
the representative of the 
Serbian Orthodox Church 
who read prayers. Further 
readings, with responses, 
were led by Superinten-
dent Stefan Schröcken-
fuchs of the Methodist 
Church in Austria, the dea-
con of the Syrian Orthodox 
Church, Chorepiskopus 
Emanuel Aydin and the 
new bishop of the Evan-
gelische Kirche in Austria, 
Bischof Michael Chalupka. 
Psalm 107 was read by Dr. 
Rudolf Prokschi, Deacon 
of St. Stephen’s Cathedral 
and the representative of 
the Freikirchen in Österre-
ich. Bischofsvikar Nicolae 
Dura sang the Gospel 
passage. 

Our chaplain, the Rev. 
Canon Patrick Curran 
delivered the homily, 
speaking of Paul’s  journey 
to Rome culminating in the 
shipwreck in Malta.

It was not an easy service 
for the uninitiated but 
the glorious setting, the 
religious robes and the 
music made for a rich 
experience. Afterwards we 
were treated to Egyptian 
culinary delights. 

The National 
Ecumenical 
Council in 
Austria 
organized 
a service at 
the Coptic 
Cathedral, 
Maria-von-
Zeitoun, to 
mark the 
Week of 
Prayer for 
Christian 
Unity
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Mar 1 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong
Mar 3 (Tues) 19.00 Lent Group 1 begins
Mar 4 (Wed) 10.15 Lent Group 2 begins
Mar 5 (Thurs) 18.30 Lent Group 3 begins
Mar 13 (Fri) 12.45 UNcomplicated: Dr Justice Tettey
Mar 14 (Sat) 08.30 Christ Church volunteers at ’s Häferl
Mar 18 (Wed) 18.30 Council Meeting
Mar 22 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist, Mothering Sunday
Mar 24 (Tues) 18.15 Meditative Service
Mar 25 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry 
April 5 (Sun) 10.00 Palm Sunday Eucharist with Procession of Palms
April 9 (Thurs) 20.00 Maundy Thursday Liturgy; One Hour Watch
April 10 (Fri) 12.30 Ecumenical Good Friday Service
  18.00 Good Friday Liturgy with the 
   Veneration of the Cross
April 11 (Sat) 21.00 Easter Vigil
April 12 (Sun) 10.00 Easter Eucharist
April 15 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
April 18 (Sat) 08.30 Christ Church volunteers at ’s Häferl
April 21 (Tues) 18.15 Meditative Service
April 22 (Wed) 18.30 Reading Group: Outside Looking In, T.C. Boyle
April 24 (Fri) 
April 29 (Wed) 19.00  Annual Chaplaincy Meeting
May 1-3   Walking pilgrimage 
May 5 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Living with an Imperialist
   Nigel Shakespear
May 13 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
May 15 (Fri) 18.00 Variety and Talent show 
May 16 (Sat) 08.30 Christ Church volunteers at ’s Häferl
May 21 (Thurs) 10.00 Ascension Day Service
May 22 (Fri) 12.45 UNcomplicated
May 23 (Sat) 10.00 Council Meeting
May 24 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation
June 5-7   Retreat: Living the Trinity led by
   the Revd Canon Angela Tilby
June 14 (Sun)  Kids’ Church Picnic after 10.00 Eucharist
June 17 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
June 19 (Fri) 12.45 UNcomplicated
June 20 (Sat) 08.30 Christ Church volunteers at ’s Häferl
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 CO
UN

CIL
Chaplain (Chairman) Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 01-7148900
Honorary Asst. Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 

Rev. Robert Kinney 

Lay Vice-Chairman  Philip Reading 
Churchwardens  Philip Reading 

Angela Peake-Herzog 
Hon. Treasurer Ben Dannenmaier 
Archdeaconry  Synod  Morkor Korley 

Angela Peake-Herzog 
Miranda Kopetzky 

Diocesan Synod  Miranda Kopetzky 

Sunday Ajayi 
Sam Ifeagwu 
Melinda May 

Council Members

 

Hyacinth Österlin 
Alexander Rösch 

Frank Sauer

Bazaar Coordinators Diana Dopheide and Philip Reading 
Bible Notes Patricia Hutchinson 
Bible Study (Sun.)  Gabriel Byng 
Church Shop Diana Dopheide  
Coffee Rota Lola Ogunfojuri  
Crossways Judy Castelino
Mailing list Erica Schenk
Electoral Roll Alexander Rösch  
Environment Officer Monika Weber-Fahr 
Flower Rota Vivian Stenzenberger    
Social Committee  Rosalind Shakespear 
Kids’ Church Lucille Curran
Lesson Readers  Morkor Korley
Librarian  Ian Begg  
Pledge Envelopes  Church Office
Prayer Ministry  Patrick Curran
Prison Visiting Isolde Pezet
Publicity  Robert Kinney 
Sacristry and Linen Andrew Seneviratne 
Safeguarding Officer Erica Schenk
Servers  vacant 
Sidespersons rota  Manfred Reiter  
Social Committee  Rosalind Shakespear
Soundings (Tues. eve) Patrick Curran 
Website  Robert Kinney 
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Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück/Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, Jaurèsgasse 12, A-1030 Vienna
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