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1030 Vienna 
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Saturday: 9.30-12.00
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Curate as well as other priests with permission to 
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Please submit articles to be considered 
for inclusion in the next issue of Cross-
ways to the Editor (crossways@aon.at) 
as well as to the Church Office (office@
christchurchvienna.org) at the latest by 
12 February 2019.

Judy

EDITORIAL

First of all, I would like to wish readers a New Year that will bring them joy, hap-
piness and fulfilment. Christmas was a time of wishes whether in the form of a 
letter to the North Pole, while stirring the Christmas pudding mix (probably only 

applicable to Brits) or in silent prayer at home or in church. By contrast, New Year is a 
proactive time. We reassess our lives and take positive steps to adjust what should or 
could be changed in the shape of New Year’s resolutions. Mike Stevens writes more 
about this in his article on page 8. Resolutions are individual, even if fitness studios 
the world over see a rush of new members at the beginning of January, so I do not 
expect my personal goal to resonate with everyone. 

It’s a simple skill that, as parents know all too well, defines most two-year olds but 
which, for one reason or another, evaporates over the years: the ability to say “no”. Too 
often a parental emphasis on courtesy and our Christian “love thy neighbour” educa-
tion dictates that we do not refuse a request. The majority of people are hard-wired 
to agree politely with, or withhold comment on, opinions expressed by others. If we 
have an alternative view, manners dictate that if we express it at all, then it is without 
causing offence. Vociferous opposition is considered poor taste and argumentative. 
And yet there are times when contentious issues are under discussion—same-sex 
marriages, mandatory military service, single parent adoption, the Middle East situa-
tion, global warming, to name a few—where one can with tact and sensitivity express 
a personal view without challenging the right of others to their own views. “No, I don’t 
agree with you, but I realise there are different opinions on the subject” is preferable 
to tacit agreement when there is none, or outright confrontation. And “no, I’m afraid I 
can’t take on (whatever one is being asked to do)” or “no thanks, I would rather not ...”. 
Commitment should come from the heart, be freely offered and honoured for the dura-
tion. Our God-given gifts and resources are valuable and we must pledge them with 
care. Some things are worth our devotion. Christ Church is undoubtedly one. 
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From the 
Desk of the 
Chaplain, 
Revd.
Canon 
Patrick 
Curran

As I write, 
I am 
on a 

train to Vienna 
after leading 
the Christmas 
service in 
Klagenfurt last 
night. 
The train, a railjet, is 
speeding through a winter 
landscape that cannot 
make up its mind between 
snow and sunshine, 
creating a winter won-
derland. During the week 
we hosted a carol service 
in cooperation with the 
British Embassy and a 
Christmas concert in coop-
eration with the Austral-
ian Embassy. Both were 
held in the church. At the 
carol service Dr Christian 
Hofreiter commended the 

Christian faith by speaking 
about some of the differ-
ent perceptions scientists 
have concerning ques-
tions of faith. The majority 
of scientists continue to 
believe in God. This will 
surprise many. You will find 
a few of these scientists at 
Christ Church. 

At the concert, Australian 
musicians introduced us to 
two less familiar Christmas 
pieces. One was Little Al-
tar Boy by the Carpenters 
and the other The Holy 
City by James Maybrick, 
best described as a clas-
sical Victorian piece in the 
tradition of John Stainer, 
who in turn is best known 
today for The Crucifixion. 
The concert raised €800 
for a Viennese charity 
that counsels and advises 
women who have been 
raped. 

Taking the above into ac-
count, people have been 
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saying or telling me that 
Christmas is my busiest 
time of year as a parish 
priest. Yes, it is a busy 
time, but in truth it is 
always busy. I would like to 
try and explore the publicly 
established perception 
that this is the busiest 
time of the year, because 
it is one that I have had 
to face many times, 
perhaps it is a perception 
you share? Many in the 
ministry will be faced with 
this perception time and 
again. 

During Advent and Christ-
mas, as well as Lent and 
Easter, the number of ser-
vices increases because 
during those seasons 
we are especially called 
upon to prepare for and 
celebrate the great feasts 
of Christmas (the incarna-
tion) and Easter (resurrec-
tion). Those seasons and 
festivals do account for 
a good part of the year, 
but—and this is my point 
—in order to keep and cel-
ebrate them there is a lot 
of other work that needs 
to be going on throughout 
the year such as prayer, so 
that there is a people to 
mark, keep and celebrate 
these feasts and seasons. 
Prime amongst these must 
always be our work with 

children. And I am very 
grateful to those who are 
involved in this work. You 
may think that our work 
with children isn’t much, 
but we often hear what 
a lot of children Christ 
Church has. There are 
many churches that simply 
don’t have children.

Under God’s guidance, 
we need to cooperate in 
the growth of the church, 
aided in all we do by the 
strength that God sup-
plies. Three initiatives 
in this area are worth 
mentioning. We have firmly 
established the Theology 
on Tap sessions. We are 
in the process of develop-
ing a series of lunchtime 
talks for professionals in 
the 22nd district. We are 
aided in this by a generous 
grant from the diocesan 
Mission Opportunities 
Fund. In February we have 
also arranged a workshop 
for equipping people to 
talk with ease about their 
faith with others. This 
workshop entitled “Gos-
siping the Gospel” is a 
joint effort of the Roman 
Catholic, Methodist and 
Anglican English-speaking 
chaplains in Vienna (see 
below).

Soundings, s’Häferl, prison 
visiting, Bible study, Lent 

groups, reading group, 
prayer ministry, toddlers 
group: these are some of 
the other ministries we 
offer. In the autumn we 
infused the Six O’Clock 
service with jazz elements: 
prelude, postlude and 
during communion. In ad-
dition to these ministries 
we need to be teaching 
and learning about gener-
ous stewardship so that 
we may meet our financial 
obligations and extend our 
ministry.

In addition to the above, 
the Church Council meets 
up to ten times a year. 
One of those is a planning 
day. In between meet-
ings there is the work of 
the Council committees: 
publicity, ministry, youth 
and education, social and 
sharing. The work that 
goes into preparing our 
annual bazaar, the running 
of the shop, the upkeep of 
our property and facilities, 
as well as our participa-
tion in the Long Night of 
the Churches all take up 
considerable time. Let’s 
not forget the six issues of 
Crossways. I think you get 
the picture. 

To the outside world. it 
looks as if Advent and 
Christmas, as well as Lent 
and Easter are our busiest 
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times of the Christian year. 
Actually, the whole year 
is busy, because in order 
for there to be a com-
munity there has to be an 
extended community not 
of the few, but of the many 
that enables the keeping 
of the services to happen. 
Strangely enough, some 
of my favourite services 
are those when nothing 
special happens because, 
as you will know if you 
regularly attend Christ 
Church, there is something 
happening almost every 
Sunday. Don’t misunder-
stand me. I don’t mean to 
downplay our special ser-
vices, but the “ordinary” 
has its own charm and 
indeed its own enduring 
value.

Over the last few years we 
have been working on be-
coming a more welcoming 
church. We have sought to 
provide some initial train-
ing in becoming more pas-
torally aware. We recently 
committed ourselves to 
becoming environmentally 
more self-aware. All this 
takes time and effort. It 
doesn’t just happen. We 
haven’t been idle. There 
are even plans afoot to 
develop the Church Centre 
in such a way that it will be 
more user friendly for the 
needs of the church. 

Now to something that 
will need all our prayers, 
as if the above didn’t! 
2019 is going to see 
significant changes in 
three important leadership 
positions in our church. 
Derek Lacey is standing 
down as bazaar coordina-
tor. We are looking for a 
successor to coordinate 
the 2019 Bazaar. Judy Hall 
will be standing down as 
Treasurer at the Annual 
Chaplaincy meeting. We 
are looking for a succes-
sor. Elisabeth Stanners is 
standing down as church-
warden. We are looking 
for a successor. Each has 
good reasons for their 
decision. Churchwarden, 
treasurer and bazaar 
coordinator are three es-
sential positions at Christ 
Church. I am thankful to 
Elisabeth, Judy and Derek 
for their services to Christ 
Church as part of their 
Christian discipleship. We 
have benefited from their 
commitment, gifts and 
expertise. The date of the 
Annual Chaplaincy Meet-
ing is Wednesday, 3 April 
at 19.00. 

A few of you have been 
asking about the Bishop’s 
Council decision to greatly 
increase the Common 
Fund after the presenta-
tions earlier in the year. 

The increase is significant 
as it will impact on our min-
istry in Vienna and what we 
can afford to do here. Of 
this I have no doubt. 

Just at a time when we 
have, and are developing, 
outreach ministries we are 
being asked to pay more to 
the Common Fund, mak-
ing it less likely that we will 
be able to afford a youth 
worker, for example. If I am 
reading the mind of the 
Council correctly, it is likely 
to agree to meet the dioc-
esan request for the Com-
mon Fund in 2019. There 
will be a further increase 
in 2020 to reach the dou-
bling of the Common Fund 
decided in 2017. A further 
concern for chaplaincies is 
the fundamental review of 
the formula by which the 
Common Fund is assessed 
that I believe it will lead to 
further increases for Christ 
Church. I am pleased that 
Council members are 
articulating the need for 
more transparency and 
accountability from the 
centre given the Bishop’s 
Council decision to ask 
chaplaincies to pay more 
money.

I began this piece by seek-
ing to address a percep-
tion that those who do 
not know too much about 

ð
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Christian life and commu-
nity have. “Vicar, which is 
busiest time of the year, 
Christmas or Easter?” As 
I pointed out, it is always 
busy. Importantly, we are 
not being busy for the 
sake of being busy but 
because we are seeking to 
be faithful to Jesus’ call to 
follow, out of which service 
inevitably grows. It is 
about taking seriously the 
Great Commission (Mat-
thew 28:16-20) to make 
disciples of all the nations. 
This famous Commis-

sion seems to have fallen 
out of favour with some 
churches and dioceses. 
Churches and dioceses 
are made up of individuals 
who must ask themselves, 
What is my attitude? In 
particular: How seriously 
do I take my Christian life 
and involvement in the life 
of the local church?

In this piece, written for 
the first issue of Crossways 
in 2019, I have sought to 
outline in some depth the 
life, initiatives and chal-

lenges we will be facing 
this year. I would ask for 
your prayers, I would ask 
that you consider your giv-
ing (a regular monthly do-
nation by standing order, 
which is not dependent 
on your attendance). And 
I ask for your participation 
and involvement in the 
ministry of Christ Church, 
so that we can become 
the church that God is call-
ing us to be.

This workshop is designed 
to help us talk about our 
faith in ways that are 
natural, culturally sensitive 
and intellectually robust. 
It will be interactive and 
practical. Together we will 
discuss questions like: 

• What is so attractive 
and compelling about the 
Christian faith?

• What are the most 
promising connection 
points to faith in our cul-
ture and day-to-day lives?

• What are helpful ways 
to engage with others 
on their personal faith 
journeys?

• What exactly makes it 
sometimes hard for us 

to talk about our 
faith?

• What are the 
biggest obstacles 
to faith for our 
contemporaries?

• What are the 
hardest questions 
for us to answer? 
How might we go 

about finding and giving 
good answers?

Space is limited. Please 
register with the Church 
Office (office@christch-
urchvienna.org) by 18 
February. 

The cost includes a meal 
and beverages throughout 
the day. 
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Each new 
year  
brings 

with its start a 
moment to take 
stock of who we 
are and how we 
are living our 
lives.
The sense of renewal and 
possibility permeates the 
custom of New Year’s 
resolutions, as it should. 
To look forward to how we 
want things to be different 
implies, of course, also 
looking back at the way 
things were. As the cliché 
goes, “The past is prologue 
to the future.” It’s that 
“past” pointing to the fu-
ture where my interest lies. 
As an amateur historian, I 
have always been inter-
ested in appraisals of the 
past not just in my own life 
but especially in the record 
of human experience.

When we examine the few 
thousand years over which 
man has acquired writing 
and has built architectural 
wonders, can we say that 
there has been progress 
over time and, if so, what 
kind of progress? 

The currently dominant 
idea of progress is relative-
ly new in human affairs. 
It arose in Europe in the 
Age of Enlightenment, the 
1700s. The Book of Ec-
clesiastes may talk about 
there being “nothing new 
under the sun,” but that’s 
not how Enlightenment 
thinkers saw it. The use 
of reason and the take-off 
of empirical science were 
leading to an unfolding of 
many of nature’s secrets. 
Since then, new discov-
eries have come faster 
and faster. Applications 
of science have brought 
about tens of thousands of 
important changes, such 
as vast expansion of agri-
cultural productivity, mod-
ern transportation, better 
public health and so forth. 
Our material culture has 
been transformed. I think 
everybody must know 
someone in their family or 
among their friends who 
is still alive today because 
of science-based medical 
treatment. I certainly do. 

Mike 
Stevens’ 
thoughts 
on time 
and 
progress
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Yet, when we look back, 
corresponding improve-
ment in human behavior 
is not so readily seen. 
Read any of the great 
tragedies of Greek drama 
written 2,500 years ago. 
They depict terrible things 
happening to people. The 
doomed protagonists in 
these dramas are brought 
to destruction by some 
combination of their ar-
rogance, moral blindness, 
cruelty, ambition, selfish-
ness. Sounds familiar? 
There is always a fatal flaw 
that leads them--despite 
warnings and a chance to 
turn back before it’s too 
late—to move step-by-step 
to defeat and death. The 
characters in each play 
are strikingly recognizable 
to us. By that I mean their 
personalities, beliefs and 
motivation are not at all 
beyond our understanding; 
people wrestling with simi-
lar temptations and doing 
the same sort of things 
fill the pages of today’s 
newspapers.

In Oedipus at Colonus, 
Sophocles included a 
soliloquy about human 
progress in the use of 
technology (already evi-
dent in 401 B.C!). He cited 
ways that man has “se-
cured himself from every 

wind.” With more wisdom 
than many technocrats 
have today, however, the 
speaker in the play ends 
with the observation, “…
from every wind save one; 
he cannot secure himself 
from the wind of death.” 
All too true.

Unfortunately, the Enlight-
enment ushered in a kind 
of triumphalism about hu-
man creative power—and 
a denial of the spiritual 
realm. By the end of the 
19th century, many of the 
most influential intellectu-
als in Western countries 
saw belief in God and 
divine purpose in the world 
as an outmoded narrative. 
Only that which can be 
observed and tested by 
the methods of science 
was real to them. Semi-
nal thinkers like Hume, 
Marx, Freud, and most of 
the scientific and philo-
sophical elite embraced 
an expansive notion of 
human potential. It was 
exciting and intoxicating 
to believe that humankind 
was perfectible, with only 
ignorance and superstition 
in the way of a future of 
endless possibility. Evil-
doing was seen as largely 
a product of ignorance 
and would progressively 
vanish—one of the benefits 

of universal education. 
The 20th century and its 
various failed experiments 
(all those murderous vari-
ations on Marx’s theme 
of the ultimate form of hu-
man progress, “scientific” 
socialism) have supplant-
ed the naïve optimism of 
that earlier time.   

This sobering truth, and 
fear of the ever-growing 
destructive potential of 
technology, has spawned a 
backlash. In extreme form, 
one sees it in the faces of 
frightened and desperate 
activists who see problems 
but cannot imagine there 
can be solutions other 
than “back to the past” of 
a pre-industrialized civiliza-
tion that would be unable 
to sustain the medical and 
material improvements of 
the modern age.

Recent commemoration 
of the 100th anniversary 
of the end of the planetary 
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catastrophe that was 
World War I should give 
us all further pause for 
thought. That war and all 
the horrors that have filled 
the pages of history of 
the succeeding hundred 
years are reminders that 
the wonders of technol-
ogy (and the spread of 
universal education) can’t 
free us from the struggle 
of good and evil.  

What is a Christian to 
make of all this? Christian 
faith is a personal matter 
but it is also more than 
that. It is a coherent view 
of the world, in which God 
through Christ is seek-
ing to reconcile the world 
to Himself. In this view, 
human history is more 
than simply a record of 
the march of folly over the 
centuries. Something has 
happened that makes a 
qualitative difference in 

human affairs. We are 
indeed moving through 
time to an endpoint. We 
live in hope. 

To me this implies an arc 
of history that somehow 
through the dust and fog 
of human time, there is a 
progression forward. Our 
world was transformed 
by God becoming man in 
Jesus Christ. To accept 
this truth is to put oneself 
in contradistinction to 
both “we are destroying 
the planet” hysterics and 
techno-optimists. Time is 
given to us to realize God’s 
purpose in our world, just 
as we struggle all through 
our lives to realize His pur-
pose in our personal exist-
ence. I believe that God 
wants us to make a better 
world and rejoices with us 
when human suffering can 
be alleviated and comfort 
increased by application 

of new knowledge. But He 
leaves us with the exercise 
of free will, which always 
makes “progress” a very 
tentative enterprise.

Who can tell how far along 
we are or what the odds 
are ahead of us? Will we 
with the grace of God 
experience a full realiza-
tion of the transformation 
in our earthly realm that 
Christ represents? Or will 
we humans fail to recon-
cile ourselves to God’s will 
for achieving a wise and 
lasting stewardship over 
the earth? We can’t hope 
to know the answer to 
these questions, but only 
strive as Christians to be 
faithful to His will as we 
understand it from age to 
age. In the final analysis, 
the arc of history rests in 
God’s own time, which 
gives meaning to human 
time. 

X
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The children’s Nativ-
ity Play at Christ 
Church is always a 

proud moment for parents 
and other members of 
the congregation. This 
year’s play was written 
and expertly produced by 
Melinda May and featured, 
in addition to the core Na-
tivity characters, a rooster, 
cow and sheep. It was a 
tough job for Melinda to 
assemble her entire cast 
for rehearsals, but the per-
formance at the 10.00 ser-
vice on 16 December was 
flawless and each young 
actor gave his or her best. 
Thank you, Melinda, for 
your hard work, dedication 
and above all inspiration.

A Remembrance 
Day service took 
place at Christ 

Church on Saturday, 
10 November, since on 
Remembrance Day itself, 

the Chaplain and other 
dignitaries attended a 
special service at the Com-
monwealth War Graves 
Cemetery  in Klagenfurt. 
After the service in Vienna, 

members of the congre-
gation and visitors were 
generously invited by the 
British Ambassador to a 
reception at the Ambassa-
dor’s residence.

105 Jan-Feb.indd   11 02/01/2019   20:57:12



1212

Revd. Mike 
Waltner 
talks about 
the Six 
O’Clock 
service 
at Christ 
Church

Through 
the ages, 
the 

Church has 
endeavoured to 
reconcile the old 
with the new.
It has delicately balanced 
the need for continu-
ity with the past forms of 
worship with the need for 
people to bring songs and 
sounds of praise in ways 
that are meaningful to 
contemporary experiences 
and tastes. This idea is 
stated in the principle of 
lex orandi, lex credendi —
the rule of praying—is the 
rule of belief or as you wor-
ship so you believe.

From the earliest days of 
the Apostles, throughout 
the Patristic period, into 
the Middle Ages, on into 
the Age of Reformation, 
and into today, music has 
played a central role in 

Christian life and worship. 
The words of Psalm 150 
continue to inspire the 
imaginations of faithful 
people to: “Praise the 
Surpassing Greatness of 
God …with the sounding 
of the trumpet, praise him 
with the harp and lyre, 
praise him with timbrel 
and dancing, praise him 
with the strings and pipe, 
praise him with the clash 
of cymbals, praise him 
with resounding cymbals. 
Let everything that has 
breath praise the Lord.”

The Inspired Service—what 
we are calling our new 
format at Six O’Clock on 
Sundays—draws upon the 
musical interests and tal-
ents of several individuals 
that are a part of the life of 
our community, bringing a 
bit of jazz into the church 
building and allowing 
these members an oppor-
tunity to contribute in new 
and meaningful ways to 
worship at Christ Church. 
We are worshipping just as 
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the psalmist anticipated, 
with cymbals and percus-
sion and horns, yet also 
with the gospels, blues, 
and jazz musical styles of 
the last 75 years.

When I think of what we 
are trying to do with this 
service, I remember a past 
professor, Carl G. Vaught, 
who passed away several 
years ago. He taught me 
to think of the Christian 
tradition as active, kinetic 
movement throughout the 
ages, rather than merely 
as a static replication of 
the past. He taught me to 
understand tradition in his 
words as “tradition-ing.” 
For him, innovation for 
innovation’s sake turned 
the faith into formless, 
indiscernible, limitless, 
and random experimenta-
tion. But on the other side, 
tradition for tradition’s 

sake would only become 
mere traditionalism.

I see the Inspired 
liturgy as a faithful 
act of “tradition-
ing” the sacra-
ments. I find 
inspiration in 
the music which 
allows for improvi-
sation while maintaining 
a pattern and order. It 
is able to simultane-
ously provide an ambiance 
conducive to reflection, 
while also complimenting 
both the celebratory and 
solemn aspects of sacra-
mental worship. Ultimately, 
I believe the service offers 
the opportunity to experi-
ence the Eucharist in a 
way that is recognizable 
while providing insight into 
new horizons offered by 
the vastness of God’s pos-
sibilities.

The service makes me 
wonder: What are those 
possibilities God has, 
which are now hidden 
from us, that may open 
if we are willing to dare a 
new step into the future 
that is in continuity with 
our past? Please consider 
joining us to experience 
the service—Six O’Clock 
on Sunday evenings (with 
music starting at 17.45). 
We welcome your thoughts 
on the experience.

A memorial service for Stephan Williams was held on 30 
November 2018

A memorial service for Herwig Krallert took place on 1 
December

The funeral of Dilys Lehman, who died on 15 December, 
took place on 27 December at the Simmering Crematorium

From the Church Registers
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You’re 
either 
with us, 

or against us. 
Some variation 
on this notion 
has been uttered 
by countless 
government and 
military leaders. 
From Vladimir Lenin: “It 
is with absolute frank-
ness that we speak of this 
struggle of the proletariat; 
each man must choose 
between joining our side 
or the other side.” To 
George W. Bush just after 
9/11: “Every nation, in 
every region, now has a 
decision to make. Either 
you are with us, or you are 
with the terrorists.”  And 
that’s just in politics.

This tendency to see 
things in ultimate and 
extreme terms pervades 
much of life. For example, 
consider the accusations 
against the US Supreme 
Court nominee. The sides 
have lined up against 
each other. Strategizing, 
manipulating, grandstand-
ing. And what has been 

completely absent from 
the proceedings so far? 
An objective sense of the 
truth. The whole system 
went straight to: ‘It’s us. Or 
it’s them.’

This is now common 
rhetoric. And to be fair, it’s 
not always wrong to think 
in ‘us versus them’ terms. 
But in a world that is too 
quickly losing patience for 
nuance, or capacity for 
depth, it’s a powerful way 
for rallying and entrench-
ing sides that can also 
lead to simplistic, and 
often wrong, conclusions. 
Conclusions that demon-
strate an astonishing lack 
of graciousness, and a 
dark, malicious putting of 
oneself above all others.

Well, this isn’t just a ten-
dency today. It has been 
the tendency for a long, 
long time. And in fact, 
Jesus has something to 
say to his disciples about it 
in Mark 9:38-41.

John said to him, ‘Teacher, 
we saw someone casting 
out demons in your name, 
and we tried to stop him, 
because he was not fol-
lowing us.’ But Jesus said, 
‘Do not stop him; for no 
one who does a deed of 
power in my name will be 
able soon afterwards to 

Revd. Dr. 
Robert 
Kinney on 
the need 
for an open 
mind and 
an open 
heart
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speak evil of me. Whoever 
is not against us is for us. 
For truly I tell you, whoever 
gives you a cup of water 
to drink because you bear 
the name of Christ will 
by no means lose the 
reward.”

The reading consists of 
two distinct parts, which 
continue on from last 
week’s reading. And this 
whole section, builds from 
Jesus’s statement: “Who-
ever wants to be first must 
be last of all and servant 
of all.” In other words, and 
here is the point of the 
whole passage: in order 
to follow Jesus, we have 
to get over ourselves. We 
must not just be willing, 
but actively looking for 
ways to serve others. Our 
passage continues this 
thought in an important 
way: We have to be toler-
ant of those Christians 
who follow Jesus, but are 
different from us.

Looking at the beginning 
of the passage, a disciple 
(John) reports back on an 
encounter that the disci-
ples had with a man who 
was casting out demons. 
They were concerned, but 
not with whether this was 
officially sanctioned mirac-
ulous activity. It is. Mark 

is clear. It’s happening 
in Jesus’s name. It’s pre-
cisely the kind of activity 
that Jesus has been doing 
since the first chapter of 
the Gospel. His followers 
should support it.

Except that they don’t. 
The disciples goes on: ‘we 
tried to stop him.’ Why? 
‘Because he was not 
with us.’ And there it is. 
It’s not about the activ-
ity, it’s about teams. The 
disciples think that they 
have a special status. Of 
course, travelling around 
with Jesus and learning 
directly from him is a spe-
cial thing. But, then they 
presume. ‘Oh, he’s not 
with us. Better put an end 
to his activities.’ It is a bit 
arrogant. And it is not at all 
out of character for them. 
These disciples, in the last 
passage, debated which 
one of them is the great-
est (Mark 9:33-37). In the 
next chapter, a couple of 
them will presume places 
at the right and left hand 
of Jesus in his glory (Mark 
10:35-45). And of course, 
I wonder if part of it is not 
also motivated by jealousy. 
Earlier in this chapter 
(Mark 9:14-29), they failed 
to exorcise a demon and 
Jesus had to come take 
care of it (and explain that 

this kind of demon can 
only be expelled by prayer). 
However you spin it, the 
disciples are presuming a 
special status and stand-
ing in the way of ministry 
because this other guy is 
on the wrong side.

Jesus responds plainly 
in verse 39: “no one who 
does a deed of power in 
my name will be able soon 
afterward to speak evil of 
me.” He gets right to the 
point. Deeds of power in 
the name of Jesus are the 
activity of people who see 
past partisan divisions and 
focus on the important 
thing. So, the disciples 
must learn: The ministry 
isn’t about them. It is 
about Jesus and his name. 
They must learn to support 
anything that is furthering 
the name of Jesus Christ.

Let us consider an exam-
ple of this in contemporary 
literature. Most people 
are now familiar with the 
Harry Potter books—hop-
ing that I’m not spoiling 
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anything for anyone. There 
are seven books (or eight 
movies, if you prefer) in 
which sides are taken 
and battle lines are drawn 
between good (Harry and 
his friends) and evil (Volde-
mort and company). Yet, 
it requires a little nuance. 
One of the great conflicts 
throughout is the one be-
tween Harry and Professor 
Snape, the apparent serv-
ant of the great enemy. 
But, in the end, the whole 
story concludes with Harry 
coming to realize that he 
had taken sides against 
Professor Snape wrongly. 
They were actually fighting 
for the same cause. Pro-
fessor Snape was, in fact, 
helping Harry the whole 
time. It would have been 
a much shorter story—and 
probably not as profit-
able—if, in the first book, 
Harry had the capacity 
for nuance, the tolerance, 
the maturity to consider 
for a moment that Snape 
might actually be an ally. 
Whether that illustration 
makes sense or not…

Jesus’ point here is a 
good lesson for we, who 
believe, in a world that 
has hundreds of millions 
of Christians, in mil-
lions of congregations or 
parishes, in thousands of 

denominations. We might 
be tempted to look down 
upon other churches, 
or even other Christians 
within our own church. 
We might be tempted 
to disparage the faith of 
others because they aren’t 
as educated, involved, or 
mature as we are. They 
may want a different style 
of music or value different 
expressions of faith—too 
much incense and genu-
flecting or not enough; too 
much happy-clappy singing 
or not enough. It is so easy 
to assume that anyone 
different is somehow 
lesser. And it is scary how 
quickly that kind of think-
ing evolves into assuming 
they have a lesser faith 
and a lesser claim to the 
benefits and joys of being 
a follower of Christ. Like 
the disciples, we need to 
be reminded that the thing 
that matters is not us, but 
the name of Christ Jesus.

Of course, there are 
churches and people that 
really do believe the wrong 
things. No doubt. What 
we need is to understand 
what is important and 
what is just taking sides. 
What you believe about 
Jesus Christ, what you 
believe about his mis-
sion and what it means 
to act in his name…that 
is what matters, what 
makes a difference, 
and what unites all true 
Christians. Precious little 
else matters. While some 
of us probably need to be 
a little more discerning 
about distinctions on the 
critical issues of what we 
believe about Jesus. Some 
of us probably need to 
be a little more generous 
to Christians whose faith 
looks a little different than 
our own, but who worship 
in the name of Jesus. And, 
what’s more, Jesus is the 
prime example of this. 

ð
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The section began with 
Jesus talking about how 
he was going to suffer, 
die, and rise again. This 
progression towards his 
death in the Gospel of 
Mark is a demonstration 
of the lengths he went to 
become the servant of all, 
to give his life as a ransom 
for all (Mark 10:45).

Jesus teaches his disci-
ples and us something 
important about how we, 

as a group of Christians, 
are to relate to each other. 
There is no room for the 
rivalry that arrogance 
engenders. We must be-
come the servants of each 
other. There is no room 
for the casual dismissal 
of others who might be a 
little different than us. We 
must not judge each other. 
And at each point, Jesus 
also shows us that our 
relationships with each 
other bear directly on, and 

flow directly out of, our 
relationship with him. We 
must pick up our crosses 
and follow him.

Heavenly Father, help us 
to be more generous in 
our disposition to those 
whose faith looks different 
than ours, but with whom 
we share a desire to live 
and worship in your name. 
In the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.

At the main morning service on Sunday, 4 No-
vember, the Chaplain publicly acknowledged 
the change in the Revd Dr Robert’s Kinney 
ministry at Christ Church. Till then Robert had 
been ministering as a deacon under the provi-
sions afforded by ecumenical canons of the 
Church of England. After receiving the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury’s Permission to Officiate 
was given the diocesan Bishop’s Permission to 
Officiate as a priest in the Diocese in Europe. 
We are grateful for Robert’s readiness to serve 
at Christ Church in addition to his main place 
of work and other projects.

X

X
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7
14

8

WEDNESDAY

Epiphany
08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

MONDAY TUESDAY

13
6

20
27

21
28 29 30

21
9

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

SUNDAY

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

First Sunday of Epiphany

Second Sunday of Epiphany

Third Sunday of Epiphany

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Council Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Reading Group
19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

January 2019

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

P R A Y E R  F O R  C H R I S T I A N  U N I T Y
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

TUESDAY

29 30 31
25 26

1918
11 12   

542 31
9

17   

16.00 Last chance  
 carol singalong

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Council Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Reading Group
19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

08.00 Christ Church  
 volunteers at  
 s’Häferl 

   

W E E K  O F

P R A Y E R  F O R  C H R I S T I A N  U N I T Y
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 25 26 27
19

6

20
12 13

4
11

5

WEDNESDAY

Fifth Sunday before Lent

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Council Meeting

February 2019
MONDAY TUESDAY

10
3

17
24

18

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Evening Prayer

SUNDAY

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

Fourth Sunday before Lent

Third Sunday before Lent

Second Sunday before Lent

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
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 26 27 28
19

1 2
6

20
12 13

75

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Council Meeting

TUESDAY

1615
8 9

14

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

 

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

 

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

 

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

09.15 Workshop:  
 Gossiping the  
 Gospel

08.00 Christ Church  
 volunteers at  
 s’Häferl 

   

St. Matthias

14 February
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Theology on Tap is a series of open forum discussions for both Christians and non-Christians 
on topics relevant to the Church and society. Our next one will be held on 13 March 2019, on 
Money: The Root of All Evil?

“Money makes the world go around.” Some argue it is a powerful, but morally neutral tool. It 
brings with it a capacity for power to do good and find happiness. It can also enhance greed and 
the power to do harm. Others view money or the lack of it as fundamentally destructive. How 
much is too much? How much is enough? Does money inherently corrupt the human soul? In a 
world where politics debates the virtues of capitalism and communism, societies wrestle with 
the effects of consumerism, and many are simply struggling to find enough to make ends meet, 
money has complex moral, spiritual, and practical dimensions. Join a few local clergy for an open 
conversation on the questions of money. Grab a drink. Ask your questions. Watch some clergy 
sweat. Wednesday, March 13, 2019, at 18.30 for food and drink, open questions starting at 
19.00. Café Museum, Operngasse 7, 1010 Wien Karlsplatz (U1/U2/U4).

Confirmation

This year’s confirmation service 
is on Sunday 16 June, when we 
welcome our diocesan bishop 
Dr Robert Innes, who will be 
with us for the weekend. Please 
register by 20 January. The Re-
vised Catechism states, “What 
is Confirmation? Confirmation 
is the ministry by which, through 
prayer with the Iaying on of 
hands by the bishop, the Holy 
Spirit is received to complete 
what he began in Baptism, and 
to give strength for the Christian 
life. What is required of persons 
to be confirmed? It is required 
that persons to be confirmed 
should have been baptized, be 
sufficiently instructed in the 
Christian Faith, be penitent for 
their sins, and be ready to con-
fess Jesus Christ as Saviour 
and obey him as Lord.”

Reading Group

Theology on Tap

Our next meeting is on 23 January at 18.30 in the 
Church Centre. The book under discusson is the 
first of the six Patrick Melrose novels Never Mind 
by Edward S. Aubyn. According to one reviewer, Au-
byn “has clearly mined his own experience, he has 
refined it into something exquisite, an exploration 
of consciousness and the journey from the help-
lessness of childhood to ‘the pure inevitability of 
things being as they were’, as elegant a definition 
of acceptance as anyone is likely to write”.

Last Chance Carols

Christina and Mike Stevens are hosting a ‘Last 
Chance Carols’ Bring and Share on 4 January, 
starting at 16.00. For a final sing along of some 
of our beautiful carols, poetry readings, delicious 
food and warm company—this is a date for your 
diaries!
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Soundings 

12 February: Drs. Martin Jäggle 
and Stephanie Planegger of the 
Coordinating Committee for Chris-
tian-Jewish Cooperation in Vienna 
will discuss the ongoing work 
of the committee, which Christ 
Church supports. The question 
they will seek to answer for us is, 
why is the work of the committee 
important and what is its signifi-
cance for the churches in Vienna? 

26 February: Back In November 
the interns of the Diocese in Eu-
rope on the Church of England 
Ministerial Scheme spent a week 
in the Holy Land. Ben will tell us 
about his week with the interns. 
At the end of the meeting, the 
Chaplain will outline the plans for 
the Pilgrimage to the Holy Land in 
2020. The dates of the pilgrimage 
are from 1 to 8 February 2020. 

Lent Groups

This year’s Tuesday evening Lent group will be 
based on Archbishop Rowan Williams’ book enti-
tled Being Human: Bodies, Minds, Persons. The 
five areas he explores are (i) What is conscious-
ness? (ii) What is a person? (iii) Bodies, Minds and 
Thoughts (iv) Faith and human flourishing, as well 
as (v) Silence and human maturity. Place your or-
der for a copy of the book by 15 January via the 
Church Office (cost circa EUR 10). We are also in-
tending to host two more Lent Groups using one of 
the York Courses, as in previous years. These are 
being planned for Wednesday after the 9.30 ser-
vice of Holy Communion and Thursday evenings

Prayer Ministry

We are looking to recruit new 
members to the prayer ministry 
team, which carries out an essen-
tial aspect of our life together as 
Christians seeking that unity which 
only God can give strengthened by 
prayer. I am pleased that I can turn 
to a group of Christians who are 
ready and willing to pray for those 
who ask for prayer. Please speak 
to the chaplain if you think this is 
something that God is calling you 
to be involved in. Our next meeting 

is on 16 January.

Christian Unity Prayer week

Men’s Breakfast
The next session will be a discussion about faith 
in the workplace. We will meet in the church cen-
tre on Saturday, 9 February at 9.00 finishing at 
10.30.

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is from 
18-25 January. The national ecumenical ser-
vice for Austria will be held on Friday, 25 Janu-
ary 18.00 in Evangelische Weinbergkirche, 
Bömergasse 16, 1190 Wien with an agape to 
follow. The preacher is Bishop Manfred Scheu-
er, the diocesan bishop of St Pölten. The week 
is preceded by a day of remembrance for Chris-
tians to call to mind their Jewish roots. It enti-
tled the Day of Judaism (Tag des Judentums). 
The service will be held in Roman Catholic 
Church, Am Tabor 7, 1020 Wien at 18.00 on 
17 January at 1800. The preacher is Andrej 
Ćilerdžić, who is the Serbian Orthodox bishop 
for Austria (see p 13).
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David 
Stanners 
proposes 
ways to 
achieve a 
greener 
church

Should we 
paint the 
church 

green?
Imagine painting the 
church green! It would be 
quite an eyesore, but wow, 
wouldn’t it stand out. I 
reckon it would boost the 
congregation, at least in 
the short term, as people 
visit to find out what it was 
all about. We might even 
get in the newspapers and 
become a fixture on the 
Vienna tourist trail (a good 
reason not to perhaps)!

Silly as this idea may 
seem, it’s not without 
merit: when I was invited 
to the Church Council 
recently, as the newly 
appointed Environment 
officer, to present my ideas 
about what the church 
could do environment-
wise, we did discuss taking 
serious steps to becoming 
a green or eco-church.

But why should we want to 
do that? And, what does it 
mean anyway? The Church 
of England believes that 
responding to climate 
change is an essential 
part of its responsibility to 
safeguard God's creation. 
It has established the 

environmental campaign 
“Shrinking the Footprint” 
to enable the whole 
church to address “in 
faith, practice and mis-
sion” the issue of climate 
change. 

Actually, while climate 
change is bad enough, the 
environmental crisis we 
are facing is more than 
changing weather pat-
terns, more frequent and 
intense, storms and floods. 
It encompasses the whole 
of the natural world, the 
bio- and eco-spheres. The 
tremendous impact that 
humans have had on the 
whole of planet has even 
led scientists to conclude 
that we have entered a 
whole new geological age, 
the Anthropocene.

However, until Richard 
Branson, Elon Musk, or 
other hyperactive entre-
preneurs work out how we 
can live in outer space or 
on planet Mars (don’t hold 
your breath!), I think it is 
a wise precaution to try 
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and sustain what we have 
got already. A series of 
reports published over the 
past few months explain 
in excruciating detail the 
torture we are inflicting on 
the planet, and in turn on 
ourselves. Because this 
is the rub—damage to the 
planet will sooner or later 
come home to roost and 
undermine our health and 
wellbeing; a lot of it sooner 
than we expect. While we 
in the West are buffered 
by our wealth and get little 
sense of the crisis in our 
everyday lives, those in 
other, poorer parts, of the 
world are not so fortunate 
and are already feeling the 
effects of rising sea levels 
and rising prices.

The Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals adopted by 
the world’s nations in 
2015, is a response to 
this very existential crisis. 
The intimate linkages 
between these challenges 
underlines the importance 
of concerted action in all 
areas with a strong moral 
imperative of equity and 
distribution to check the 
severe imbalances from 
which much of the prob-
lems originate.

“Green” is becoming too 
narrow a way of describing 

how we should respond. 
The Environment Policy 
of the Diocese in Europe 
is also framed with this 
wider perspective in mind. 
The policy guides church 
action in the diocese in 
this area, establishing the 
mission, theological basis 
and key tasks concerning 
the environment as part of 
the mission of the church. 
Moreover, the Diocese in 
Europe has declared its 
intention of becoming an 
eco-diocese. This implies 
individual churches be-
coming eco-churches (not 
green churches in fact, so 
no need for a paint job!).
To do this we have to start 
taking some actions and 
kick off some projects. 
But where to start? The 
diocese policy identifies 
four priorities: 

1. Energy efficiency;

2. Making sustainable 
choices (i.e. green 
procurement for 
food, travel and other 
purchases);

3. Making the church’s 
buildings sustainable;

4. Managing church-
yards (e.g. caring for 
biodiversity).

These should guide our 

choice of actions. Fol-
lowing discussions with 
the Church Council a few 
projects are emerging to 
get us on track to become 
an eco-church.

First, under 1 and 3 
above, we need to think 
long and hard about the 
church building itself, how 
we heat it and insulation. 

Under 2, we need to 
think about what we buy 
and what we drink out 
of—a change from plastic 
coffee cups has already 
miraculously happened 
recently. Congratulations 
to whoever was responsi-
ble for that! Under 4, there 
is less scope, but we do 
have a small garden. Any 
thoughts?

And then under all of the 
above let’s think of green-
ing our Church Bazaar: 
now there’s a project!

There is no single formula 
or recipe to apply to 
tackle the environmental 
and sustainability 
challenges we face. 
The issues of climate 
change, environmental 
protection and, more 
broadly, sustainable 
development are so vast 
and overwhelming that 
it is easy to become 
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sceptical and pessimistic 
about the impact we can 
have, given the large 
effort that is needed just 
to make small changes. 
The reason for this is 
because they involve so-
called “wicked problems” 
(denoting resistance to 
resolution rather than 
evil) and hard to solve 
because of incomplete, 
contradictory, and 
changing requirements 
that are often difficult to 
recognise.

Given this, I find it more 
useful to think of this 
challenge as engaging 
in a struggle rather than 
trying to solve a particular 
problem (a more humble 
position than painting the 
church green, as if we 
have all the answers and 
have already reached the 

goal!). By 
struggling 
with these 
issues we 
don’t come 
with fixed 
ideas of 
what to do, 
but we do 
open up to 
explore and 
learn. While 
we can begin 
to make 
some con-

tributions, we use these 
experiences to discover 
for ourselves the difficul-
ties and limitations of our 
efforts. 

Small though our con-
tributions might be, we 
signal and promote the 
importance of taking such 
action and engaging in 
the struggle. If we as a 
church community do this, 
it can serve perhaps as an 
example to others. This ap-
proach promotes learning, 
humility, but also hope, 
an important stance for 
a church, and moreover 
I believe a more honest 
and effective one to facing 
such dire problems. 

So, if you are feeling a 
little overwhelmed and 
engulfed by despair and 
need some encourage-

ment, here are a few 
examples:

• Read this article to 
give insights of what 
can be usefully done 
by groups and indi-
viduals; 

• Be inspired by exist-
ing Christian initia-
tives like Operation 
Noah; 

• Be stimulated by the 
Creationtide resourc-
es of the Salisbury 
Anglican community. 

These are just some 
examples—there are many 
others. If you know of any 
which might be relevant to 
Christ Church let me know 
and I will share them with 
others. I would be very 
interested to hear your 
ideas and reactions to this 
article in general. And if 
you would like to take part 
in making Christ Church 
an eco-church please let 
me know so we can do 
some joined up thinking 
together.

I look forward to hearing 
from you!

Readers can contact 
David by email at: 
david.a.stanners@
gmail.com

X
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Every year, 
Christians 
across the 

world gather in 
prayer for growth 
in unity. 
Hearts are touched and 
Christians come together 
to pray for unity. Congre-
gations and parishes all 
over the world exchange 
preachers or arrange spe-
cial ecumenical celebra-
tions and prayer services. 
The event that touches 
off this special experience 
is the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity.

We do this in a world 
where corruption, greed 
and injustice bring about 
inequality and division. 
Ours is a united prayer 
in a fractured world: this 
is powerful. However, as 
individual Christians and 
communities, we are often 
complicit with injustice, 
and yet we are called 
together to form a united 
witness for justice and to 
be a means of Christ’s 
healing grace for the bro-
kenness of the world. 

The Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity 2019 
has been prepared by 

Christians from Indone-
sia. With a population of 
265 million, some 86 per 
cent of whom are Muslim, 
Indonesia is well known as 
having the largest Muslim 
population of any country. 
However, about 10 per 
cent of Indonesians are 
Christian from various 
traditions. In terms of both 
population and the vast 
extension of the country 
Indonesia is the biggest 
nation in South East Asia. 
The nation is founded 
on five principles called 
pancasila, with the motto 
Bhineka Tunggal Ika (Unity 
in Diversity). Across the 
diversity of ethnicity, lan-
guage and religion, Indo-
nesians have lived by the 
principle of gotong royong 
which is to live in solidarity 
and by collaboration.

The Christians of Indone-
sia found that the words 
of Deuteronomy spoke 
powerfully to their situ-
ation and needs. Before 
the people of God enter 
the land God has prom-
ised them they renew 
their commitment to the 
Covenant God established 
with them.

Justice and 
only justice 
you shall 
pursue 
(Deuteronomy 
16:18-20)

Week of 
Prayer for 
Christian 
Unity

Text drawn from informa-
tion provided courtesy of the 
World Council of Churches
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When you tell 
people that you 
work at a church, 

or are in the process of 
discerning a vocation 
to the priesthood, you 
are inevitably met with 
questions. I thought 
some of these would be 
of interest exploring with 
the Crossways readership. 
Perhaps you would have 
answered differently? 
Perhaps you have 
questions of your own? If 
so, I would be very glad to 
chat over a coffee.

So you’re hoping to be-
come a priest… Why? 
In truth, perhaps not 
the best career move! 
The days of millionaire 
priests who spend their 
time catching butterflies 
in Italy are confined to 
Trollope’s Barchester 
Chronicles. But that is the 
point: priesthood is not a 
job or a career, but rather 
a vocation, a calling. I 
had been involved in my 
home church as a server 
since my confirmation in 
2008, so in many ways 
it seems like the natural 
culmination of my path in 
life thus far. Others had 
mentioned that it could be 
the right direction for me, 
so I suppose I put it on the 
back-burner, for something 

to do later in life. My real 
calling came in my final 
year of secondary school. 
The school chaplain was 
ill for several months; 
covering for him gave me 
wonderful opportunities 
to preach, plan and lead 
services—and I really felt 
God’s presence, not only 
providing support and 
guidance, but also telling 
me that ministry was His 
plan for me. At university 
in Cambridge, I discovered 
that several of my peers 
were also in the process of 
discernment. 

So that means, you think 
that … (insert any con-
temporary ethical debate 
here) is wrong!? 
I am often struck by John, 
chapter eight. Jesus tells 
the woman caught in the 
act of adultery that He 
does not condemn her,  
rather he tells her to go on 
her way and “sin no more”.

As the Church our task is 
to remind and assure sin-
ners of the Gospel of love, 
mercy, and forgiveness to 
all who truly repent. The 
Church is to be inclusive. 
As I preached on the Sec-
ond Sunday of Advent, one 
of my favourite definitions 
of sin comes from Gerard 
Hughes, “not letting God 
be God”. As a famous 

Ben O’Neill, 
our Christ 
Church 
intern, 
shares his  
list of pet 
FAQs 
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collect (prayer) puts it, we 
follow Christ “in whose ser-
vice is perfect freedom”. 
It is therefore important 
to view any -isms with 
which we identify in the 
context of God’s sover-
eignty. To fight against sin, 
we need first to grow and 
nurture our relationship 
with God—we need, by the 
Sacraments, to be given 
the grace, to put on the 
armour of light, to be able 
to combat sin. My problem 
with many contemporary 
debates is that many 
arguments start with the 
phrase “it is the twenty-
first century, so…”. The 
message of the Gospel 
and of Church tradition are 
just as relevant today as 
they always have been. 

What about Mary?  
We believe—or at least we 
all claim to in the Apostles’ 
Creed—in the Commun-
ion of Saints. Whenever 
we pray or celebrate the 
Eucharist on earth, we 
are participating in an 
eternal, perpetual dialogue 
through our baptism into 
Christ, the Body of Christ. 
The voice of prayer is nev-
er silent, either on earth or 
in heaven. To this end, in 
my opinion, there is no dif-
ference between asking a 
close friend to pray to God 

for my recovery, or asking 
one of the saints. 

There are certain truths 
about Mary that make her 
worthy of particular focus: 
(a) she is indisputably the 
Mother of God, having 
borne in her womb the in-
carnate Lord; (b) she is the 
role model disciple, dem-
onstrating exactly what it 
means to humble oneself 
so to serve Our Lord; (c) 
she is there, at the foot of 
the cross, never giving up 
hope; (d) at the wedding of 
Cana, the first miracle of 
Our Lord is performed at 
her request, through her 
intercession.

At the foot of the cross, in 
John 19, Jesus tells John 
to “behold his mother”. In 
other words, the Church 
is instituted as a family. It 
is important to recognise 
that Mary does have a 
special status and role to 
play in our salvation. Mary 
“finds favour with God”, 
according to the Angel who 
visits her at the Annuncia-
tion. Without Mary’s “yes”, 
there would have been no 
Incarnation. 

However, the role of Mary 
as with all the saints is 
to point to Jesus Christ. 
Mary is “full of grace” and 
“blessed amongst women” 

but only because of God’s 
grace working within her: 
in that sense, she is a po-
tent image of the power of 
God’s work of salvation. 

What would be the one 
thing you would change 
about the church? 
I think the Church is 
very good at preach-
ing a message of unity, 
reconciliation, inclusivity 
and forgiveness. But in the 
Church itself, these things 
are often lacking: the fact 
that the Anglican Com-
munion and the Roman 
Catholic Church are not in 
full communion continues 
to cause me much grief 
and pain. Jesus prays that 
all his disciples may be 
one (ut unum sint) and the 
many denominations and 
even inter-denominational 
divides show that we still 
have some way to go to 
achieving that. 

Why is the keeping of the 
Christian Year important? 
One of my favourite 
books is John Keble’s 
The Christian Year, with a 
poem for each Feast Day 
and Sunday, reflecting on 
the lectionary readings 
prescribed. The keeping 
of the Christian Year, that 
runs from Advent Sunday 
to the Feast of Christ the 

(cont. on p.31)
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I was thrilled 
and honoured 
to accept 

Patrick’s  invi-
tation to lead 
this year’s 
retreat. 
The theme I have been 
asked to think about is 
that of “discipleship.” No 
small task! I have been 
prayerfully pondering what 
might be most useful to all 
of us to reflect on regard-
ing discipleship during the 
retreat. We might even 
begin with different defini-
tions of the term. How 
would you define disciple-
ship? And then, to make it 
even more personal, how 
would you define it not 
only in relation to “The Dis-
ciples” of old—those men 
(and also under-estimated 
women) who followed 
Jesus through the Galilean 
countryside and learned 
at his feet—but in relation 
to your own life, right now, 
today? At baptism, each 
one of us has already 
been called to be a disci-
ple. The call to ministry is 
not just for the ordained, 
but for all of us. How do 
we try to follow Jesus? So 
one way in which I think 

about discipleship is just 
that—our personal sense 
of calling by God to be for 
God and the world who 
and what only we uniquely 
can be—our vocation.

A second sense of what 
discipleship might mean 
can be found in Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer’s dense but 
exciting book The Cost of 
Discipleship, where he 
repudiates the notion of 
“cheap grace,” and calls 
us to account for our ethi-
cal actions in the world.  
For Bonhoeffer, disciple-
ship means “commit-
ment.” For some people, 
like Bonhoeffer himself, 
or Dag Hammarskjöld, or 
Martin Luther King, Jr, or 
Oscar Romero and the 
Roman Catholic religious 
women in El Salvador 
during the 1980s, the 
cost of such commitment 
could mean the cost of 
one’s life. For others, the 
cost may be much less 
dramatic. The main idea 
is that Bonhoeffer wanted 
us to stick to our sense of 
calling not only when it felt 
good and peaceful, but 
when it was tough. 

A third sense of disciple-
ship, related to the other 
two, is also perhaps best 
articulated by Bonhoeffer 
in his little book Life To-

The Revd. 
Dr. Pamela 
Cooper-
White, 
who is on 
sabbatical 
in Vienna, 
will lead 
this year’s 
annual 
retreat

ð
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gether. Discipleship need 
not, and perhaps should 
not, be a solitary voca-
tion. Jesus had a band of 
twelve “official” disciples, 
and many other followers, 
male and female, old and 
young, Jewish and Samari-
tan, whose names have 
been lost in the shadows 
of history.

What might discipleship 
mean if we think about 
it in terms of our life 
together as the commu-
nity that is Christ Church?  
How, concretely, might we 

King (the liturgical New 
Year’s Eve), allows us to 
embark, every year afresh, 
on a journey. This is re-
flected in the different col-
ours seen on the altar and 
pulpit, and in the priests’ 
vestments, to remind us 
that we are a pilgrim peo-
ple, on a journey with God. 
The colours remind us of 
the nature of the different 
seasons: for example, gold 
for Christmas, Epiphany 
and Eastertide to remind 
us of the celebratory 
nature of these festivals; 
green (for the majority of 
the year, commonly called 
Ordinary Time) to remind 

us of the need to grow as 
plants, rooted in Christ 
and the Gospel; purple 
for Advent and Lent to 
emphasise the reflective, 
penitential nature of these 
seasons.

Having a liturgical year 
allows us to follow the 
key events of the life of 
Christ, His Mother, His 
disciples and His saints, 
and allows us to hear the 
witness of those who have 
been inspired to great 
acts of bravery by their 
faith in God. The other 
terrific thing about having 
a Christian Year is that it is 

a visible sign of our Com-
munion: we know that, 
thanks to the Ecumenical 
Calendar, our worship co-
incides with the worship of 
countless other Christians 
around the world and in 
heaven. 

There is much I could have 
written on this month, not 
least my pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land, led by Father 
William Gulliford, Diocesan 
Director of Ordinands. But 
I hope that some of these 
FAQs and their responses 
have stimulated some 
thought!

together live out the com-
mand given by the prophet 
Micah: to do justice, love 
kindness, and walk hum-
bly with our God?

One last oddity about the 
English word “disciple,” 
which comes from the 
Latin discipulus, is that 
unlike many other English 
words built on Latin or 
other ancient languages, 
scholars have no clear 
consensus about what the 
Latin root means. But one 
possible etymology links 
“disciple” to the Latin word 

to discere: to discern, to 
ponder and to discover.  I 
find that a wonderful place 
for us to begin to reflect 
together about our disci-
pleship, both as individu-
als and as a community. 
How do we discern our 
calling(s) to follow Jesus? 

And once we have a 
glimmer of an idea what 
discipleship means to us, 
where will Jesus lead us?  
I hope you will join me in 
May in Göttweig Abbey to 
explore these deep ques-
tions for our lives!

(cont. from p.29)

X

X
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Christ Church Advent Bazaar 2018
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Christ 
Church 
welcomed 

a large crowd 
of visitors, 
followers and 
admirers, to its 
Annual Advent 
Bazaar on 24 
November. 
It was an impressive 
crowd of Christ Church 
members, local Viennese 
residents and, indeed, 
tourists and other visitors 
to the city. Everywhere you 
looked there were smiling 
faces on eager shoppers 
enjoying a truly relaxed 
atmosphere.

Church record keepers 
noted that the 2018 
numbers fell slightly short 
of the record crowds of 
the years 2017 and 2016, 
but admitted that this was 
“barely noticeable” despite 
the fact that

78 324 November 2018 
was a particularly cold 
and rainy day in Vienna. 
The bazaar advertisement 
posters and flyers appar-
ently reached hundreds—if 

not thousands—of people 
as proposed and request-
ed by the Christ Church 
Council. 

The bazaar attendees 
clearly had fun: they made 
new friends and engaged 
in networking. Church 
record keepers spoke 
of smiling faces, joyous 
families, friends and col-
leagues and visitor-groups 
enjoying what turned 
out to be a great day. 
Equally important were 
members of the Christ 
Church congregation who 
generously gave of their 
time and effort and abili-
ties, running and taking 
care of sales desks, tables 
and stalls. As observed by 
the Chaplain, the Revd. 
Canon Patrick Curran, 
Derek Lacey (the Bazaar 
Coordinator) did a marvel-
lous job, devoting time and 
patience and experience 
to preparatory work and 
successfully assembling 
capable and dedicated 
church members to 
undertake the demanding 
tasks. So, too, the very 
congregation members 
who carried out particular 
assignments. 

Patrick thanked all of them 
at the 10.00 service the 
following day. The Chap-

Sam 
Ifeagwu 
reports on 
yet another 
successful 
Christ 
Church 
Advent 
Bazaar
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One Faith, One Worship.

lain described the bazaar 
as a memorable event. 
He spoke of the dedica-
tion and untiring efforts of 
those who worked to make 
the event the success that 
it was.

This year, as in the past, 
the Annual Advent bazaar 
featured international 
cuisine; book stalls; a 
children’s play-corner; 
a chance to meet Santa 
and have a photo taken; 
a white elephant stall 
and stalls selling linen, 
jewellery, toys and DVDs; a  
tombola table; a greeting 
cards table; a coffee-and-
cake stall, a “Flohmarkt”, 

clothing stands, an English 
pub and a whisky-tasting 
bar and other tables of-
fering Christmas goodies 
such as mince pies, chut-
neys, Christmas puddings,  
and crackers. There was 
also singing and dancing. 
The dancers were particu-
larly impressive, one could 
say professional. And the 
church choir drew a large 
group of admirers, some 
of whom joined in their 
singing.

The Bazaar is an elaborate 
event that offers much in 
side attractions. It assists 
in fund-raising both for the 
Church and the charities 

it supports, and offers a 
platform to meet both old 
friends and newcomers. 
Many new faces are seen 
on that day, as are people 
who have not been seen at 
church for a while. 

The bazaar helps highlight 
the definition of Christ 
Church as a welcoming 
and caring church that 
reaches out to peoples 
across the world, offering 
vision and mission and 
service aimed at unity 
and peaceful coexistence. 
The Church helps to bond, 
to communicate and to 
establish and re-establish 
relationships. One Lord, 

The Chaplain and his fam
ily
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Lucille 
Curran 
looks back 
at a year 
of Kids’ 
Church and 
forward to 
2019

Kids’ 
Church 
had a 

very busy year in 
2018. 
Over the past two and a 
half years we have been 
looking at stories from the 
Old Testament beginning 
with Genesis and ending 
with King David just in 
time for Advent (Once in 
Royal David’s City). This 
all came about after we 
looked at the story of 
the boy Jesus speaking 
with the teachers in the 
Temple. It can be assumed 
that they were discussing 
scripture. Jesus would 
have known the biblical 
stories and so should we! 

Throughout the year we 
make sure to mark the 
major festivals in the 
Church calendar. The chil-

dren learn that the Church 
year begins with Advent, 
and at Kids’ Church we 
prepare for Christmas 
every year by rehearsing 
the nativity play. The next 
big event for us is the 
ending of the Christmas 
season, Candlemas, when 
we learn the story of the 
Presentation of Christ 
in the Temple and make 
candles to take home that 
remind us that Jesus is the 
Light of the World. Lent, 
Mothering Sunday, Easter, 
Pentecost and Trinity Sun-
day are fixed points in the 
calendar. The Kids’ Church 
year ends with our picnic 
in the Prater. After the 
summer holidays we have 
a Family Day followed by 
the Harvest Thanksgiving 
service and All Saints’ Day. 
Then Advent arrives and 
we start all over again.

We begin 2019 with a new 
team of Michaela Foster, 
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Belinda Leslie 
returned to her native 
Australia at the end of 
November so that William 
and Rebecca could join 
school at the start of the 
new school year. 

She will be sorely missed 
not only for her sunny 
personality and infectious 
smile but also for her 
numerous and varied con-

Caroline Shaver and Lu-
cille Curran. Melinda May 
comes in to do our dra-
matic presentations. From 
January until June we will 
concentrate on learning 
stories about Jesus, trying 
to follow the lectionary 
as closely as we can. We 
hope to have Dr Kinney 
come to tell us some excit-
ing things about biblical 
scholarship (not Leviticus 
we hope, although the 
Temple sacrifices could 
be interesting). It is our 

view that the children 
need to be grounded in 
the stories of the Bible so 
that they can then begin 
to understand the deeper 
relevance of each story as 
they grow and mature. I of-
ten hear stories of people 
teaching undergraduates 
(mainly in North America) 
who try to teach literature, 
art or music and meet with 
blank faces when they try 
to discuss the imagery 
behind the spiritual “Go 
down, Moses”, for exam-

ple. Our children should be 
grounded in the faith and 
know themselves as be-
longing to a God centred 
community that is there to 
support them throughout 
life’s ups and downs.

So the next time you are 
sitting through the preach-
er’s gripping exposition 
of the Sunday lectionary 
readings remember that  
Kids’ Church will be doing 
the same, just with more 
glue and glitter.

tributions to Christ Church 
and our community. She 
was a valuable member 
of the Kids’ Church team 
and Social Committee and 
hosted a Bible reading 
group at her home in the 
22nd district. On several 
occasions, she gifted her 
advanced needlework 
skills to the church, most 
recently for Revd. Mike 
Waltner’s vestments. 

William 
was a 
dedicated 
server 
and both 
he and 
Rebecca helped at the 
Bazaar and other social 
events. Since Russell will 
remain in Vienna to com-
plete his assignment with 
the IAEA, we hope to see 
them again before long!

X
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Jan 4 (Fri) 16.00 Last chance carol singalong
Jan 9 (Wed) 18.30 Council Meeting
Jan 16 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Jan 23 (Wed) 18.30 Reading Group: Never Mind, Edward St Aubyn
Jan 26 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at ‘s Häferl
Feb 13 (Wed) 18.30 Council Meeting
Feb 16 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at ‘s Häferl
Feb 23 (Sat) 09.15 Gossiping the Gospel
Mar 2 (Sat) 09.00 Men’s Breakfast: Faith in the workplace
Mar 13 (Wed) 18.30 Theology on Tap: Money: the root of all evil?
Mar 30 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at ‘s Häferl
Apr 13 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at ‘s Häferl
7 May (Tues) 19.00 Soundings
11 May (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at ‘s Häferl
14 May (Tues) 19.00 Soundings
17-19 May  Retreat at Stift Göttweig
21 May (Tues) 19.00 Soundings
24 May (Fri)  Lange Nacht der Kirchen
5 June (Wed) 18.30 Theology on Tap
15 June (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at ’s Häferl

105 Jan-Feb.indd   38 02/01/2019   20:57:16



39

ACTIVITIES AN
D

 R
ESPO

N
SIBILITIES

Bazaar Coordinator Derek Lacey 
Bible Notes Patricia Hutchinson  
Bible Study (Sun.)  Ben O’Neill 
Church Shop Diana Dopheide   
Coffee Rota Lola Ogunfojuri 
Crossways Judy Castelino 
Mailing list 
Electoral Roll 
Environment Officer 
Flower Rota 
Social Committee  
Kids’ Church  
Lesson Readers  
Librarian  
Pledge Envelopes  
Prayer Ministry 
Prison Visiting 

Erica Schenk  
Alexander Rösch  
David Stanners    
Vivian Stenzenberger    
Rosalind Shakespear* 
Lucille Curran  
Morkor Korley  
Ian Begg  
Judy Hall 
Patrick Curran 
Isolde Pezet  

Publicity  
Sacristry and Linen 

---
Andrew Seneviratne 

Safeguarding Officer Erica Schenk   
Servers  Ben O’Neill 
Sidespersons rota  Manfred Reiter 
Soundings (Tues. eve.) Patrick Curran   
Toddler Group (Thur.) Revi Nagel       
Website  Robert Kinney 

TH
E CH

UR
CH

 CO
UN

CIL
Chaplain (Chairman) Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 
Honorary Asst. Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 
Lay Vice-Chairman  Elisabeth Stanners 
Churchwardens  Philip Reading 

Elisabeth Stanners 
Honorary Treasurer Judy Hall 
Archdeaconry Synod Morkor Korley 

Angela Peake-Herzog 
Diocesan Synod Miranda Kopetzky 
Members Sam Ifeagwu 

Derek Lacey 
Melinda May  
Manfred Reiter 
Alexander Rösch 
Sunday Ajayi 
Frank Sauer 
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Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück/Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, Jaurèsgasse 12, A-1030 Vienna
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