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    CHRIST CHURCH SHOP 
Tel:  01-718 4634 
Salesianergasse 20,  
1030 Vienna 
Open: Tuesday-Friday:  

9.30-16.00 
Saturday: 9.30-12.00

The Kids’ Church Nativity—a highlight in our spiritual 
count-down to Christmas—is on 16 December. Last year, 
Joseph showed a dignity, care and devotion that captured 
the moments preceding Christ’s birth. 
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Judy

EDITORIAL

it’s strange to be thinking about Christmas while the sun is shining and outside tem-
peratures obviate the need for winter coats. And yet in many parts of the world, 
Christmas falls in mid-summer and involves picnics on the beach. It was a source of 

amusement to me to listen to “In the bleak mid-winter, frosty wind made moan” while 
floating in a swimming pool in Mombasa or basking in the Florida sun. The incongru-
ous plastic snowmen that adorn shop windows in cities throughout the southern hemi-
sphere are a reminder of the commercial, rather than the religious aspect of Christmas. 

On the other hand, it is unlikely that the shepherds who were the first to welcome Christ, 
trudged through the snow to reach the stable, or that the Magi in turn fought against the 
elements to bring Him their gifts. Be that as it may, the tradition of Christmas to those of 
us in the north is intrinsically entwined with icy weather, gusty winds and above all snow. 
Since our earliest memories, Christmas cards are adorned with robins, holly and other 
features of winter. Countless carols confirm the seasonal weather and lighted candles 
glow in our dark winter evenings, representing the light of Christ entering our lives. Hall-
mark et al. may well have promulgated the association between snow and Christmas, 
but over the years it has assumed a spiritual significance as well. Companionship and 
family life take on greater importance during the cold dark days of Advent when outdoor 
activities are restricted to the very hardy or very sporty. Christmas Eve spent reading 
traditional stories aloud around the Christmas tree and singing well-loved carols is an 
occasion that brings family and friends together in a world where our busy lives inevita-
bly limit such opportunities. Midnight Mass at Christ Church is a unifying service where 
one feels a heightened sense of kinship with the congregation. Christmas is also a time 
to open our hearts and homes to those who might otherwise be alone by circumstance 
rather than by choice. Giving time and love is for most people more valuable than the 
most expensive gift from Amazon or the like. I wish you all a blessed, peaceful Christmas 
and the opportunity to give as well as to receive. 
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From the 
Desk of the 
Chaplain, 
Revd.
Canon 
Patrick 
Curran

in the last issue I wrote 
a little about identity in 
general with references 

to my own identity and, as 
a Christian, to my identity 
in Christ. I write now with 
All Saints on the horizon, 
followed by Remembrance 
Day, Advent and Christ-
mas. All the Christian sea-
sons of the year remind us 
of who we are, as well as 
aiding us in giving shape 
and definition to the peo-
ple we are becoming in 
Christ, while recalling the 
divine story of a Saviour’s 
birth and much more. 

Remembrance Day is a 
Commonwealth day that 
marks the end of the 
World War I. Remem-
brance Day 2018 marks 
the 100th anniversary of 
Armistice Day. World War 
I was a cataclysmic event 
with consequences that 
are still with us today one 
hundred years later. Living 
in Austria, we are aware 
of the aspirations of some 
of the German-speaking 
population of South Tyrol 
and how the question of 
South Tyrol plays into pre-
sent day Austrian politics.

This piece from the 
Chaplain’s desk could 
easily become a piece 
on remembering, and 

remembering is central 
to the Judaic-Christian 
tradition.  We only need to 
think of “Remember that 
thou art dust and to dust 
thou shalt return” and per-
haps even more famously 
“Do this in remembrance 
of me”. It is then no 
surprise that the art or the 
science of critical histori-
cal research and writing 
has been taken forward in 
leaps and bounds in the 
west. 

Two of the Evangelists, 
Matthew and Luke, write 
up Jesus’ genealogy. The 
genealogies are different 
from each other. They 
make for fascinating 
reading as one seeks to 
better understand the 
point of the genealogies 
regarding Jesus’s identity 
and who the people are 
who figure in them. One 
genealogy begins with 
Abraham and ends with 
Joseph, the other begins 
with Joseph and ends with 
Adam. Some will ask how 
one person can have two 
genealogies? Could it be 
that these genealogies 
complement each other, 
not being bound to an 
either/or model but rather 
to a both/and one? Both 
genealogy and the word 
genesis (in the beginning) 
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have the same prefix, as 
does the modern disci-
pline of genetics. Gen as 
a prefix can mean birth or 
kind. 

During my time as an 
Archdeacon I remember 
meeting a woman who 
had undergone genetic 
testing and being fasci-
nated by the story of the 
discovery of her genetic 
make-up. Afterwards it be-
came an ambition of mine 
to have my DNA (deoxy-
ribonucleic acid) tested, 
which is very simple. In 
the meantime others in 
my family have had their 
DNA tested. 

My results affirmed some 
of what I knew, but also 
threw new light on my 
genealogy. Two years later 
I revisited my results to 
find out that the map had 
changed. This is the result 
of more and more people 
undergoing genetic test-
ing, but also of the meth-
ods of interpretation that 
are being applied. When I 
received my first results I 
jokingly called myself Mr. 
Europe as my DNA cov-
ered something like 80% 
of Europe’s landmass mi-
nus the Iberian Peninsula, 
Italy and Finland. What 
does the above tell you? 

There is a great deal of 
genetic diversity that goes 
up to make up Patrick. 
My father being English 
with Irish roots is the one 
side. The testing affirmed 
this. My mother’s side was 
to reveal some surprises 
such as being 12 % Swed-
ish and 26 % Eastern 
European, read Slav. This 
makes sense as my moth-
er’s family lived some 70 
miles east of Berlin. The 
Swedes once had a great 
Empire with Germanic 
possessions along the 
Baltic coast where Slavs 
have been resident for 
centuries. If the first set 
of results looked like a big 
ball placed on Europe the 
refined results are more in 
the shape of a parrot-fish 
over Europe north of the 
Alps. The refined results 
affirm the 12 % Swedish, 
the Slav element has been 
adjusted to 12 % and the 
Germanic element is now 
at a high 40 %. What does 
the above tell me?

One, it reminds us that 
we are wonderfully made. 
There are things that I 
was not aware of con-
cerning my own geneal-
ogy. I am reminded of a 
German slogan that went 
around some years ago 
and that always puzzled 

me because it seemed 
to be saying something 
profound, but on the other 
hand possibly meaning 
nothing. "Wir sind alle Aus-
länder—fast überall!" We 
are all foreigners—almost 
everywhere. If we take 
our own unique genetic 
code, I assert we will all 
find elements that tran-
scend national borders 
and national citizenship, 
especially since national 
borders have increased 
significantly, and espe-
cially in Europe, since the 
end of World War II. Two, it 
underscores my aim to af-
firm and include diversity. 

In ending, it is worth not-
ing that Matthew includes 
Gentile women in his 
genealogy: Tamar (Ca-
naanite), Rahab (inhabit-
ant of Jericho) and Ruth 
(Moabite). The inclusion 
of these women means 
that God’s purposes were 
always to include people 
of different peoples, lan-
guages and nations. The 
story of Rahab makes it 
clear that it is not ethnicity 

104 Nov Dec.indd   5 31/10/2018   07:35:28



6

or culture or even genealo-
gy that matters, but rather 
serving God—to side with 
God. Mary says at the 
Annunciation, “Be it to me 
according to thy word”. 
Jesus says in the Garden 
of Gethsemane, “Not my 
will, but yours be done.” 
Because Mary is obedient 
a Saviour is born for the 
sake of all. The shepherds 
are told in no uncertain 
terms, “For unto you is 
born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.” We are to 

hear these words as ad-
dressed to each one of us 
and receive them. STOP 
reading and say them to 
yourself now… and rejoice! 

During Advent and during 
Christmas we will hear 
some of the titles given 
to Jesus by those who 
prophesied about him 
and those who have come 
to have life through him. 
Just now I am reminded 
of The Messiah by Georg 
Friedrich Händel and the 
chorus based on Isaiah 

9:5. “For unto us a Child 
is born, unto us a Son is 
given, and the government 
shall be upon His shoul-
der; and his name shall be 
called Wonderful Counsel-
lor, the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace!”

All of us at Christ Church Vienna wish you, your families and 
your friends the peace and joy that Christmas brings

ð

104 Nov Dec.indd   6 31/10/2018   07:35:28



At the 10.00 service on Sunday, 28 October, Revd. Mike Waltner received a magnificent gift 
to mark his ordination. On behalf of the congregation, the Chaplain presented Mike with a 
stunning set of vestments, ably stitched by Belinda Leslie. In addition to the glorious green 
chasuble, Belinda designed and stitched four silk stoles in gold, red, green and purple, to 
be worn according to the church calendar. Both Mike and the congregation were over-
whelmed at the fine needlework. In a card to Mike, read by the Chaplain, Belinda wrote:

“Stoles are now a symbol of the yoke of Christ. In Matthew 11; 28-30 we hear Jesus’s mes-
sage, ‘Come to me, all of you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light’.

According to Barbara Dee Baumgarten in her book Vestments for all Seasons the stole 
started as a wiping cloth or napkin that Roman slaves wore over their left shoulders and 
were called orarium or orarion. Later, the Emperor would use one as a signal during the 
games. The chasuble started out as a Roman sleeveless cloak called a paenula or planeta. 
By the seventh century in the south and the eleventh century in the north, the orarium was 
given to all orders of clergy at the time of their ordination. Deacons wore it over the left 
shoulder and priest and bishops around their neck. 

These vestments are a gift by the congregation of Christ Church, Vienna. Wear them with 
the understanding of God’s Grace.”   
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Christ 
Church 
Intern, Ben 
O’Neill, 
shares 
with us 
the joy of 
Christmas

at the 
time of 
writing, I 

am approaching 
the end of my 
seventh week at 
Christ Church. 
First, let me thank you 
all for the wonderful 
welcome I have received. 
Your warmth and open-
ness really have been a 
great blessing, and I look 
forward to getting to know 
you all better over the re-
maining eight months. For 
those who want to read 
some more in-depth reflec-
tions on settling in both 
from me and my fellow 
interns across the diocese, 
do check out the Diocesan 
website: https://europe.
anglican.org/vocations/
cemes-journal.

I have been asked to start 
considering Christmas. 
The idea of welcome is 
one that ties in here. 
Christmas is about cel-
ebrating the Incarnation, 
the ‘word made flesh’. 
Christ comes to dwell with 
us on earth at Christmas, 
and He receives different 
forms of welcome. The key 
question is, how do we as 

Christians welcome Christ 
into our lives? We can be 
like the innkeepers, our di-
aries too full with our many 
other engagements, with 
too many other people 
to please. We can be like 
King Herod, focused on 
power; so much of modern 
society is about being in 
charge of yourself and 
your identity, and it can 
be difficult, if not counter-
cultural, to want to give up 
control (especially if you’re 
a fellow ENTJ according to 
the Myers-Briggs test). 

Or, we can be like the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, her 
words to the Angel, “Be 
it unto me according to 
thy word,” form one of 
my favourite verses in 
Scripture. We will undoubt-
edly hear them during the 
Advent season. She would, 
of course, have had other 
plans and we can hardly 
describe a teenage preg-
nancy outside of wedlock 
as being most convenient 
in the first century Near 
East. But she put any 
doubts, and her own inten-
tions, aside to surrender 
to God’s supremacy and 
to make room in her body, 
in her heart, and in her 
life for Jesus Christ, true 
God and true man. There 
is a beautiful hymn that I 
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remember singing around 
Christmas time as a young 
child, Thou didst leave 
thy throne and thy kingly 
crown (#811 in the An-
cient & Modern Hymnal), 
the final line of which is: 
O come to my heart Lord 
Jesus, there is room in my 
heart for thee. May that be 
our prayer this Advent, and 
Christmas when it comes. 

Another memory of 
Christmas as a primary 
school child is, of course, 
the Nativity play. My acting 
career peaked at the age 
of five (!) when I got to play 
St. Joseph, but then spent 
the rest of the time being 
a star or innkeeper, which 
was far less exciting. Grow-
ing up in Durham, the Ca-
thedral would always host 
a range of delights in the 
run up to Christmas. The 
whole school (fast-tracking 
to secondary school now) 
would walk across the river 
to the Cathedral for a ser-
vice of Nine Lessons and 
Carols on the last evening 
of term which, for me, 
always sparked my Christ-
mas wonder. I feel very 
nostalgic, thinking back to 
how, as a Choir, we would 
process up the Nave, 
singing O come, O come 
Emmanuel. In the first few 
years, the service was led 

by Fr Stephen Cherry, then 
Residentiary Canon at the 
Cathedral, now at King’s 
College Cambridge (known 
to at least one member of 
the congregation here at 
Christ Church).

The other hymn that 
comes to mind when 
thinking of Christmas is 
the hymn, Of the Father’s 
love begotten. It speaks 
powerfully to me in many 
ways, but I want to touch 
briefly on one. The hymn 
describes how God leaves 
His position of power, His 
control of the ‘earth and 
sky and boundless ocean’ 
to ‘assume this mortal 
body, frail and feeble, 
doomed to die’. And the 
reason for it? It’s in the 
title, LOVE. Christmas is 
all about love, and God’s 
love for His creation. 
Once, at a Christian Union 
Carol Service, I heard 
the analogy of one of us 
loving fish so much that 
he decided to become 
a fish, to dive into the 
garden pond to become 
one of them—it sounds 
ridiculous, and even that 
doesn’t capture the radical 
nature of the Incarnation 
fully! So, in the words of 
that hymn, wheresoever 
ye be, ye faithful, let your 
joyous anthems ring, every 

tongue his name confess-
ing, countless voices 
answering, evermore and 
evermore!’ 

I am aware that Christmas 
is not always an easy time, 
particularly for those who 
have lost loved ones in 
recent years—you are in 
my prayers. But this is, of 
course, another aspect of 
Christmas to celebrate. 
By becoming human, 
God knows what it is like 
to feel human emotions, 
to grieve, to suffer, to be 
tempted and tortured. 
Thanks to the Incarna-
tion, we have a  God who 
can identify with us, and 
is with us, regardless of 
what we encounter or go 
through. 

A blessed Advent and 
a very happy and joyful 
Christmas to you all when 
it comes.

Every blessing from the 
Intern. 
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The fourth 
in a new 
series on 
Choosing 
to be an 
Anglican: 
Alexander 
Rösch’s 
story

when I 
walked 
into Old 

Saint Paul’s 
Scottish Episcopal 
Church in Edin-
burgh, I knew I 
had found my 
spiritual home.
These words marked 
an important step in a 
journey that some months 
later led Alexander Rösch 
to Christ Church Vienna.

Alexander is one of sev-
eral Austrians for whom 
the Anglican church was 
neither their birthright 
nor an obvious choice as 
they grew up. That has 
not prevented Alexander, 
and others like him, from 
becoming stalwarts of 
the Church of England in 
general and Christ Church 
in particular. 

Alexander grew up in a 
Roman Catholic family 
in Dornbirn, Vorarlberg, 
and he enjoyed attend-
ing church and serving 
as an altar boy. When, at 
the time of his first com-
munion, adults posed the 
inevitable question about 

his career aspirations, he 
did not see himself as a 
fireman or an astronaut 
but rather as a priest! 

When he left school, Alex-
ander continued to attend 
church as a university 
student in Innsbruck, but 
slowly found himself los-
ing the closeness he had 
once felt. He moved to Vi-
enna to continue his stud-
ies of history, while work-
ing for a public relations 
firm. After graduation, he 
switched to law and politi-
cal science by which time 
he had stopped attending 
church. This was largely 
because he could find 
little sympathy—and even 
less connection—with 
the various discussions 
taking place in the Roman 
Catholic Church, including 
its exclusion of remarried 
divorcees from Com-
munion or its approach 
to contraception. After 
passing his bar exams in 
Vienna, Alexander tried to 
reconnect with a church, 
this time opting for the Old 
Catholic Church. Unfortu-
nately, he did not find it a 
good fit for him either. 

Early in 2012, Alexander 
took a six month sabbati-
cal in Edinburgh, where 
some of his new friends 
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Old St. Paul’s Scottish Episcopal Church in Edinburgh

were active members of 
Old Saint Paul’s Epis-
copal Church—part of 
the Anglican Church in 
Scotland. They invited him 
to join them for a service 
and he instantly felt at 
home. After so many years 
of searching for the right 
fit, Alexander found it in 
Scotland. He admits that 
it was to a large extent the 
support of Canon Ian Pa-
ton, who was rector of Old 
Saint Paul’s at the time. 
Alexander was inspired 
by his sermons, that were 
in stark contrast to the 
sermons of his youth. St. 
Paul’s had a reputation as 
an accepting place that 
attracted a wide congre-
gation. By the end of his 
time in Scotland, Alexan-
der had been received 
into the Scottish Episcopal 
Church. Canon Ian Paton 
was consecrated Bishop 
of St Andrew’s, Dunkeld 
and Dunblane on 20 Oc-
tober this year. Alexander 
recently visited his friends 
in Scotland as well as Old 
St. Paul’s.

Returning to Vienna, 
Alexander followed Father 
Ian’s advice and sought 
out Christ Church. The 
first person to welcome 
him was Helen Steiner 
(U2013). Although there 

were some striking dif-
ferences between Christ 
Church and Old St. Paul’s, 
they were similar in terms 
of its welcome.

Alexander left his law firm 
in 2014 to train to be a 
judge and in 2015 was as-
signed to the district court 
in Horn before moving to 
Vienna’s labour and social 
court.  

In common with other 
busy professionals, Alex-
ander has little free time, 
but recently began to 
take piano lessons. He is 
also following a part-time 
masters’ programme on 
corporate crime and law, 
organized by the Ministry 
of Justice for judges and 
prosecutors. He enjoys 
cooking, particularly tra-
ditional Austrian cuisine, 
as well as Mediterranean 
and Eastern delicacies. 
I learned, not surpris-

ingly, that he never has a 
problem finding people to 
cook for!

After his initial visit to 
Christ Church, Alexander 
soon became a regular 
and supporting member of 
the congregation. Before 
long, he began to look for 
ways to deepen his con-
tribution to the life of the 
church. Early in 2014, he 
committed Christ Church 
to support a Viennese 
soup kitchen with a differ-
ence—s’Häferl—and since 
then has organized on a 
regular basis a team of 
Christ Church volunteers. 
He is an active member of 
the Church Council, with 
special responsibility for 
maintaining the electoral 
role. He is also well known 
for his thoughtful interces-
sions at the Sunday 10.00 
service and is on the list 
of readers.

X
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Part Two of 
an essay 
by Nigel 
Reynard on 
origins of 
the Service 
of Nine 
Lessons 
and Carols 

i t is 3:02 pm 
GMT on 
Christmas 

Eve at King’s 
College Chapel, 
Cambridge. 
The BBC technicians 
have completed their 
transmission prepara-
tions. At the strike of the 
hour a flashing red light 
started to indicate that, 
as always, a brief news 
bulletin was being read 
followed by the announce-
ment of the service by 
a continuity announcer. 
The light has come back 
on again—this time not 
flashing. With millions 
listening both throughout 
Britain and overseas, the 
choir director suddenly 
calls upon any one of 
four or five choristers to 
immediately step forward 
and start singing solo the 
first verse of Once in Royal 
David’s City. The service 
has begun.

2018 marks not only the 
100th anniversary of 
the first Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols from 
King’s College, Cambridge, 
but also the 90th anniver-
sary of the first ever live 

transmission throughout 
the country on the BBC 
Home Service. As with 
so many other grand 
traditions, this idea of the 
live broadcast very much 
started as an experiment 
– indeed, it was even seen 
as something which could 
keep afloat the fledgling 
project that was at the 
time the infant British 
Broadcasting Service. 
(Barely publicised at all in 
advance, the live transmis-
sion received a brief men-
tion in the Radio Times, 
with attention being drawn 
to the service among a set 
of adverts for Bovril, Hovis 
bread and Veno’s Light-
ning Cough Cure.) With 
the exception of Christmas 
Eve 1930, the service 
has been transmitted 
live every year since. The 
service even continued 
to be held and broadcast 
throughout the years of 
the Second World War, 
though with the windows 
removed from the Chapel 
and with the location 
never being announced on 
the radio beforehand for 
fear of making it a poten-
tially devastating target for 
German bombers.

What has in the meantime 
propelled the Festival of 
Nine Lessons and Carols 
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to what it is today? It is of 
course impossible to name 
all the many influential 
figures who have contrib-
uted towards making this 
tradition the much-loved 
success that it is, but 
there is one particular 
name which greatly stands 
out: Sir David Willcocks.

Willcocks was born in De-
cember 1919 and—like the 
service—originally came 
from Cornwall. A chorister 
himself at Westminster 
Abbey from 1929 to 1932, 
he would go on to become 
an organ scholar at King’s 
College in 1939. His first 
broadcast service was in 
fact the Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols on 
Christmas Eve of that first 
year of the Second World 
War. Willcocks also saw 
service during the war, 
with his unit coming under 
exceptionally heavy fire 
in the 1944 Normandy 
landings. Not one to be 
put off by the dangers and 
carnage of it all, Willcocks 
found a piano and started 
playing it while under 
heavy shell fire to keep 
morale going. He was 
later to receive the Military 
Cross from Montgomery.

After a string of post-war 
musical appointments, 

Willcocks returned to 
King’s College as organ-
ist and director of the 
choir in 1957; a position 
he was to hold for almost 
20 years. Both those who 
knew him and newspapers 
alike readily testify that it 
was during this time that 
the Christmas Eve service 
really took off. Tough on 
discipline though greatly 
liked and respected by 
his choristers, Willcocks 
(who died three years ago) 
is fondly remembered by 
those who knew him as a 
talented gentleman who 
never boasted of his mani-
fold musical and military 
achievements.

This was a man of steely 
determination who shaped 
numerous carols that 
we know of today in the 
most creative of ways. To 
give two such examples, 
one chorister remembers 
him sitting on the chapel 
floor on the morning of 
Christmas Eve, scribbling 
away with concentration  
among endless pieces of 
paper what was to be the 
arrangement of the final 
bars for Tomorrow will 
be my dancing day for its 
performance just a few 
hours later.

On another occasion, 
upon once accidentally 

ð
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missing the last train back 
to Cambridge, Willcocks 
—consequently stranded 
at Liverpool Street Station 
—used this an opportunity 
to write his arrangement 
for the Sussex Carol (On 
Christmas night all Chris-
tians sing) before finally 
being able to head home 
on the milk train at 4 
o’clock in the morning.

Willcocks’s involvement 
at this time also saw the 
coming to life of a newly 
created book called Carols 
for Choirs. First published 
in 1961 and edited largely 
by Willcocks himself, Car-
ols for Choirs effectively 
opened up carol singing, 
giving a professional 
glean to many an amateur 
group. Attend any local 
carol singing event in the 
UK held by choristers, and 
the chances are they will 
be singing from Carols for 

Choirs. This compendium 
achieved what previously 
published carol books had 
not—namely the bringing 
of a standard repertoire 
of carols in a clear and 
unstuffy format to the 
masses. Carols for Choirs 
would arguably never have 
come to such prominence 
had it not been for Will-
cocks and his involvement 
in the Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols.

Of course, it would be 
unfair to credit Willcocks 
alone with the success of 
the service that it enjoys 
today. A similar giant in 
terms of legacy is Stephen 
Cleobury, who has been 
Director of Music at King’s 
College since 1982, and 
who will also be directing 
the service this December. 
Cleobury has not only 
cemented this tradition 
in the hearts of the many 

millions who listen to it, 
but has also overseen the 
introduction of the new 
tradition of a carol being 
especially commissioned 
for each service every year 
since 1983. Inevitably, 
whilst some of these newly 
commissioned carols might 
be categorised as ‘interest-
ing’, some have come to 
firmly establish themselves 
in the repertoires of the 
carols we often hear year 
in year out, the carol What 
sweeter music can we 
bring composed by John 
Rutter for the 1987 service 
serving as a particularly 
good example.

In summary, the Festival of 
Nine Lessons and Carols 
has established itself as a 
tradition deeply associated 
with Christmas. A very Brit-
ish tradition, it has also al-
lowed itself to be enriched 
by countless carols from 
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overseas. As is so often 
the case with numerous 
other traditional success 
stories, its reputation has 
often been strengthened 
by a convenient correla-
tion of circumstance, 
individuals, and of course 
advances in technology.

And how things have 
progressed. David Briggs, 
himself having been one 
of the original choristers 
to perform in the first live 
broadcast in 1928—and 
who is still alive to this day 
—recalls how in that year 
the “recording mecha-
nism was very primitive”, 
consisting of “a very small 
quantity of electric stuff”. 
Over the decades the 
service gained in promi-

My particular thanks 
go to Brian Kay for his 
generosity as well as his 
fascinating insights and 
to the Editor for encour-
aging me to research 
and write up this story, 
for it is clearly one that 
deserves to be told. 
Every effort has gone 
into ensuring the his-
torical accuracy of these 
two articles, though 
responsibility for any er-
rors lies, of course, with 
the author.

nence also thanks to the 
countless records and 
later on CDs which were 
subsequently compiled 
(the recordings usually 
made in the heat of sum-
mer) by Decca and EMI, 
with the service now being 
able to be easily enjoyed 
worldwide wherever and 
whenever through media 
such as the BBC iPlayer 
and YouTube. From a 
physical perspective alone, 
what had once been a 
small quantity of electric 
stuff has turned into miles 
of cables running around 
as well as to and from the 
Chapel and the BBC sound 
truck.

For all the advancements 
made over the years, its 
straightforward and repeti-
tive format of a reading, a 

carol sung by the choir and 
a carol sung by the the 
congregation has proven 
to be a winning formula. 
The service’s unique 
achievement lies in its 
ability to enthral the imagi-
nation of both churchgo-
ers and non-churchgoers 
alike.

Put simply, the service 
format has successfully 
stood the test of the time 
while never failing to 
advance with the times as 
well. If ever there were a 
British tradition to be char-
acterised today in 2018 
by the effortless marriage 
of tradition and continu-
ity, one of the strongest 
contenders for such an ac-
colade would surely have 
to be the Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols.

At Christ Church Vienna, we are fortunate to have 
TWO carol services: an Advent Carol Service on 
Sunday, 2 December at 18.00 and the Service of 
Nine Lessons and Carols on Sunday, 16 December at 
18.00. Both are special occasions, not to be missed. 
We are blessed with a dedicated and talented choir, 
and the two carol services involve a great deal of 
preparation that we should honour with our presence.

For those who enjoy singing carols in a more secular 
setting (although inside the church), there is the tra-
ditional carol sing-along on 9 December at 16.00) as 
well as a last chance carol sing-along at Michael and 
Christina Stevens’ on Friday, 4 January at 16.00.
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WEDNESDAY

Fourth Sunday before Advent
08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

MONDAY TUESDAY

11
4

18
25

19
26 27 28

7
08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
10.50 Remembrance Service in Klagenfurt   
 (Commonwealth War Graves’ Cemetery) 
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church 
18.00 Evensong

SUNDAY

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Alpha Course

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Alpha Course

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Alpha Course

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Alpha Course

Third Sunday before Advent

Second Sunday before Advent

Christ the King

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Reading Group

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Council Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

November 2018

November is the month of remembrance
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

TUESDAY

27 28 29 30
23 24

1716
9 10

321
7

15

10.00 Solemn  
 Eucharist

`18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Prayers for the  
 Departed

10.50 Remembrance  
 Service 
 (transferred) in  
 Vienna

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.30 ADVENT BAZAAR

St. Michael and 
All Angels

All Saints’ Day All Souls’ Day

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Reading Group

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Council Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings
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26
18 19

32
10
17

11

WEDNESDAY

Second Sunday of Advent

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

10.00 Christmas  
 Eucharist

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

December 2018
MONDAY TUESDAY

16
9

23
30

24

4

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with the Nativity Play
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Nine Lessons and Carols

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
16.00 Christmas Carol Sing-along
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Advent Carol Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

SUNDAY

18.15 Evening Prayer 
19.00 Alpha Course

18.15 Evening Prayer 
19.00 Alpha Course

18.15 Evening Prayer

22.45 Midnight Mass

16.30 New Year’s Eve  
 Service
18.15 Evening Prayer

Third Sunday of Advent

First Sunday of Advent

Fourth Sunday of Advent CHRISTMAS EVE CHRISTMAS DAY ST. STEPHEN

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

NEW YEAR’S EVE

1

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given

NEW YEAR’S DAY
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17
12
5

26
18 19
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

10.00 Christmas  
 Eucharist

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

18.15 Evening Prayer

TUESDAY

2221
14 15

6 84

20
16.00 Christingle

08.00 Christ Church  
 volunteers at  
 s’Häferl
09.00 Men’s Breakfast

 

   

The Immaculate 
Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary

CHRISTMAS DAY ST. STEPHEN

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Soundings

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

 

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.45 Choir Practice

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

1

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given

NEW YEAR’S DAY
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This year’s Kids’ Church nativity play is “Manger Madness” and was written by Melinda May. 
Rehearsals begin on Sunday, 18 November and will be held in church centre instead of Kids’ 
Church. We hope that many families will join us on Sunday, 16 December at 10.00 for what 
promises to be yet another joyful celebration of the magic of Christmas.

In the evening we will reassemble for the traditional Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at 
which our church choir leads the singing and delights those who want to contemplate the 
mystery of God’s coming into the world as a human being before the busyness of preparing 
for the celebration of Christmas itself. Be advised that the service is not suitable for young 
children.

The usual service of Holy Communion according to the Book of Common Prayer will be 
 celebrated at 08.00.

Confirmation

Confirmation classes be-
gin in the New Year. Con-
firmation is the ministry by 
which, through prayer with 
the laying on of hands by 
the Bishop, the Holy Spirit 
is received to complete 
what the Spirit began 
in Baptism, and to give 
strength for the Christian 
life. What is required of 
persons to be confirmed? 
It is required that persons 
to be confirmed should 
have been baptized, be 
sufficiently instructed in 
the Christian Faith, be 
penitent for their sins, and 
be ready to confess Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and obey 
him as Lord. Please regis-
ter for confirmation class-
es after first speaking with 
the Chaplain.

Men’s Breakfast
After a few open breakfasts and a break of some months 
we are meeting again after the Bazaar on Saturday, 1 
December, 09.00 in the church centre. Men’s break-
fasts are a good place to deepen relationships and fos-
ter Christian fellowship. The discussions are lively and 
the food ample.

Super Sunday: 16 December

Sing Carols

Christmas Carol Sing-along   
This year’s Carol Sing-along will be in aid of Open Doors, 
a charity serving persecuted Christians worldwide. Come 
along on 9 December at 16.00 to sing Christmas carols in 
the church and afterwards enjoy mince pies and Glühwien 
in the Church Centre. If you would like to contribute to this 
important work, but are unable to attend the Sing-along 
itself, donations can be handed in to the church office.  
 
Last Chance Carols  ‘  
Christina and Mike Stevens are hosting a ‘Last Chance 
Carols’ Bring and Share on 4 January, starting at 16.00. 
For a final sing along of some of our beautiful carols, po-
etry readings, delicious food and warm company—this is 
a date for your diaries!
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New Year’s Eve Service

As in previous years there will be a 
said Eucharist with Carols on 31 De-
cember at 16.30. The is NO service 
on New Year’s Day. 

Soundings 

The Old Testament book of Leviticus 
has something of a bad reputation. 
With scores of prohibitions—from 
cursing your parents to letting your 
hair become unkempt, both of which 
are punished by death—Leviticus is 
known for dietary restrictions, pu-
rity rules, and holiness codes. But, is 
that all there is? Does it still apply? 
What does Leviticus have to do with 
being a Christian? Join us for three 
sessions of Soundings (Nov. 13 and 
27 and Dec. 4), where we’ll attempt 
to make sense of Leviticus.

Remembrance Services

Vienna  
The annual Commonwealth Service of Remem-
brance will be held on Saturday 10 November. 
The Remembrance service begins at 10.50. Note 
the service is on Saturday. Space is limited. Come 
in good time to be seated.

Klagenfurt  
A Remembrance Day service will be held at the 
Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery in Klagen-
furt (Lilientahlstraße) on Sunday, 11 November 
starting at 10.50. 

Cunovo, outside Bratislava, Slovakia  
A Remembrance Day service will be held at Cu-
novo on Sunday, 11 November at 10.45.

Christingle

Once again we will be holding a 
Christingle service for the youngest 
members of the church family on 
Saturday, 22 December at 16.00. 
Christingle means ‘Christ-Light’ re-
minding us that Jesus’ coming at 
Christmas is like a light coming into 
darkness. The first Christingle was 
held in central Europe around 1747. 
All those with young children and 
the young at heart are welcome. If 
you can help with the preparations 
please contact Erica Schenk.

s’Häferl Soup Kitchen Team

Sunday morning Bible Study
Anyone interested in studying the Bible with others, 
can join the Sunday morning Bible Study at 9.00, 
led and co-ordinated by Ben O‘Neill. At the begin-
ning of November they are looking at the book of 
Hosea, followed by readings set for the service of 
Nine Lessons and Carols. Contact Ben for further 
information: btfo2@cam.ac.uk

Christ Church is set to increase its commitment 
to a local Viennese “soup kitchen with a differ-
ence” in 2019. This initiative was the brain child 
of Alexander Rösch and supported by Christ 
Church in 2014. It has gone from strength to 
strength. Volunteers serve a warm meal for ex-
prisoners released back into the community. We 
not only provide the manpower, we also pay for 
the ingredients. We are planning to help with the 
soup kitchen up to ten times a year on a Satur-
day. If you are interested in helping out or want 
more information please speak to Alexander.
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reverend 
Timothy 
Keller 

founded the 
Redeemer 
Presbyterian 
Church in 1989 
in the heart of 
New York City.
Warned that hard-working, 
pleasure-seeking, young 
Manhattanites would never 
be attracted to any church, 
Presbyterian minister Timo-
thy Keller and his wife Kathy 
persevered and founded a 
church that today counts 
over 5,000 attendees at 
five Sunday services. It has 
an active ministry founding 
daughter churches in New 
York and beyond. 

Keller’s success seems to 
be built on his lively open 
mind and his gift for listen-
ing to critics and engaging 
them mind and soul about 
why Christianity offers the 
most authentic path to the 
good life. 

Besides his preaching and 
face-to-face dialogue with 
educated young adults, 
Keller has emerged as 
a formidable writer. He 

draws on the depth of his 
experience in address-
ing the questions and 
objections of his various 
audiences. He has been 
acclaimed as a worthy 
successor to C. S. Lewis 
in Christian apologetics. 
Perhaps his two most 
important books are The 
Reason for God: Belief in 
an Age of Scepticism and 
Making Sense of God: 
Finding God in the Modern 
World. These books reveal 
a competent knowledge 
of science, philosophy, 
literature and psychology, 
as well as a clear-headed 
understanding of the 
many arguments that both 
learned thinkers and mod-
ern young adults make 
against belief in Christian-
ity. Reading his books, 
I am always astonished 
at the wealth of footnote 
comments that reflect his 
acquaintance with a vast 
range of scholarship. 

Good apologetics are 
urgently needed in today’s 
world. In September of this 
year, fresh polling revealed 
that for the first time a plu-
rality of people in Britain 
now declare themselves 
to have no particular 
religious identity. Although 
growing in other parts of 
the world, Christianity has 

Mike 
Stevens 
provides us 
with tools to 
defend our 
faith, using 
the words 
of Timothy 
Keller in 
his book 
Making 
Sense of 
God.
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become a minority faith 
in the UK and seems to 
be moving in a similar 
direction in most western 
countries. Given the trium-
phant spirit of secularism 
in our time, Keller’s work 
uses fair-minded argumen-
tation to make the case for 
what we as Christians hold 
to be the greatest truth 
about our existence and 
purpose in life and why we 
believe that the message 
of Christ best reconciles 
all the forms of knowl-
edge—scientific, intuitive, 
intellectual, experiential, 
historical—that shape how 
we come to terms with life. 

To provide a flavour of 
Keller’s writing, here are a 
few excerpts from Making 
Sense of God. 

(1) On the use by non-be-
lievers of “exclusive ration-
ality,” the argument that 
you cannot know anything 
unless it is proven empiri-
cally by scientific testing: 
“All of us have things we 
believe—including things 
we would sacrifice and 
even die for—that cannot 
be proven. We believe 
them on a combination of 
rational, experiential and 
social grounds. But since 
these beliefs cannot be 
proved, does this mean we 

ought not to hold them, or 
that we can’t know them 
to be true? We should …
stop demanding that belief 
in God meet a standard of 
universally acknowledged 
proof when we don’t apply 
that to the other commit-
ments on which we base 
our lives ... Because sci-
ence’s baseline methodol-
ogy is to always assume 
a natural cause for every 
phenomenon, there is 
no experiment that could 
prove or disprove that 
there is something beyond 
this material world.”

(2) On objectivity: “No one 
can purge him- or herself of 
all faith assumptions and 
assume an objective, belief-
free, pure openness to ob-
jective evidence. There is no 
“view from nowhere.” Keller 
asserts that contempo-
rary secularism is not the 
absence of faith, “but is 
instead based on a whole 
set of beliefs, including a 
number of highly contest-
able assumptions about 
the nature of proof and 
rationality itself.” Moreo-
ver, “The Christian believer 
is using reason and faith 
to get to her beliefs just as 
her secular neighbour is 
using reason and faith to 
get to hers. They are both 
looking at the same reali-

ties in nature and human 
life, and both are seeking 
a way to make the best 
sense of them through a 
process that is rational, 
personal, intuitive, and so-
cial. Reason does not and 
cannot operate alone.”

(3) On why belief in God 
is more reasonable than 
disbelief: “To say, ‘You 
must prove God to me’ is 
to choose and believe in 
a form of rationality that 
most philosophers today 
consider naïve. Neither re-
ligion nor secularity can be 
demonstrably proven—they 
are systems of thinking 
and believing that need to 
be compared and contrast-
ed to one another in order 
to determine which makes 
the most sense. The argu-
ments for God contend 
that belief in God makes 
more rational sense of 
the world than nonbelief 
because it accounts for 
the data—what we see and 
know about the world.”

Furthermore, Keller states: 
“If there is no God, then 
there is no way to say that 
any one action is ‘moral’ 
and another ‘immoral,’ 
but only ‘I like this.’ If 
that is the case, who 
gets the right to put their 
subjective, arbitrary moral 
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feelings into 
law? You 
may say, 
‘the major-
ity has the 
right to 
make the 
law,’ but 
do you 
mean that 
then the 
majority 
has the 

right to vote to exterminate 
the minority? If you say, 
‘No, that is wrong,’ then 
you are back to square 
one. Who says that the 
majority has a moral 
obligation not to kill the 
minority?...Why should 
your view prevail over that 
of the majority?”

Personally, I am ever 
more inclined to think 
that much of the current 
falling away from Christian 
belief is not a product of 
“scientific” thinking but, 
rather, of people choosing 
an explanation of life that 
offers pursuit of pleasure 
here and now as the most 
natural expression of what 
it means to be human. A 
conservative American 
writer, William McGurn, 
has summed it up this 
way: “In our day the battle 
is no longer between dif-
ferent versions of Chris-

tianity. It’s not even so 
much about God, though 
it’s often characterized 
that way. The real fight 
has to do with who’s right 
about the reality of the 
human person---those who 
posit him as but a physical 
combination of matter 
and energy or those who 
believe him, as the Eighth 
Psalm puts it, only ‘a little 
lower than the angels.’”

Above all, Keller’s writings 
challenge the seeming 
“reasonableness” of soci-
ety and individuals drifting 
along without coming to 
terms with God’s claims 
upon us. In a godless, 
secularized society each 
person’s essence is that 
of a “human animal.” By 
contrast, Keller wants to 
reawaken each of us to 
the reality of the realm of 
the spirit and the assur-
ance of God’s love for us 
and His involvement in our 
lives.  

Finally, Keller also affirms 
the historical claims of 
Christianity in the Gospels 
and the evidence of the 
early Christian church, ably 
tackling the arguments of 
sceptics. I find his think-
ing compelling, but it is 
perhaps a subject matter 
for a future article.

Greetings to all at Christ 
Church Vienna from 
Princeton! I started 6th 
grade on 5 September at 
John Witherspoon Mid-
dle School, named after 
one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independ-
ence on 4 July 1776.

My school has 750 
students from over 40 
countries in 6, 7, and 8 
grade. After school ac-
tivities include design-
ing the set for the Fall 
Play, Art Club and Scrib-
bles (writing articles for 
the school paper). For 
Halloween, I plan to be 
a ghost. The leaves are 
changing now and New 
Jersey is beautiful with 
the fall colours.

God blessings to all of 
you in Christ Church Vi-
enna. We miss you and 
hope the Advent Bazaar 
is a wonderful time for 
everyone! Jonathan 
and Helen Rudinsky

X

ð
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when 
Lilian 
Awuor 

Doleschal was 
awarded a 
Bachelor of Arts 
in Educational 
Studies degree, 
one could see 
in her face a 
confidence that 
announced “Yes, 
I made it”.
Three years ago, when Lil-
ian mentioned to me that 
she had started a degree 
course at the University of 
Vienna, I hardly allowed 
her to finish her sentence 
before congratulating her. 
It would not be easy but in 
the end, it would be well 
worth the hard work. Com-
bining studies with a full 
time job is always tough. 
As Rosalind Shakespear 
writes “it’s not easy to 
juggle the commitments of 
a responsible full-time job 
with studies”. Lilian chose 
that road and it paid off. 

On 18 December last year, 
friends of Lilian entered 
the Große Festsaal of 

Vienna University and saw 
students in their academic 
robes chatting among 
themselves but no sign 
of Lilian. Thinking we had 
entered the wrong hall, 
we looked around and 
there was Lucille among 
others from the Christ 
Church community. Robert 
(Lilian’s husband) and his 
family, and people from 
the Kenyan community 
were seated in the first 
three rows. Eventually, 
we saw Lilian, dressed in 
white with a broad smile 
on her face.

The music played and 
we all stood as the proud 
students entered in 
procession. The ceremony 
continued with speeches 
from the chancellor and 
heads of institutes after 
which the students spoke 
individually about their 
studies and what they can 

contribute to society. Lilian 
expressed herself in fluent 
German. One could see 
tears in the eyes of her 
proud mother in-law. It was 
a beautiful moment. 

We continued to celebrate 
at a party after the cer-
emony, with much to eat 
and drink. We celebrated 
late into the night on that 
blessed Monday. 

Lilian, your dedication has 
paid off and the Christ 
Church community con-
gratulates you. 

I would like to add the 
word Hongera from the 
Kiswahili language in 
Kenya for “congratula-
tions”. Ahekoo is what my 
Ga people from Ghana 
would say. All the best to 
you Lilian and once again, 
congratulations on your 
well-deserved success. X

Morkor Korley
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This year’s Parish Outing to the Museumsdorf in Niedersulz, Lower Austria may have been 
less adventurous than previous outings, but it was all the more relaxing and enjoyable. It 
was a relatively short drive to our destination where clear skies and a warm sun provided a 
perfect environment for a day in the open air. Our two guides, one for an English-speaking 
group, the other for German speakers, accompanied us around an old “village” of original 
Weinviertel homes and buildings dating from the early to middle 1900s that had been 
transported from neighbouring villages. The wealth of information provided was stagger-
ing and we were happy to be able to spend a couple of hours on our own after lunch, re-
visiting the farm, the school, the chapel and village shops. We took lunch in the Village Inn 
where we were given a choice of sumptuous sandwiches, far removed from the Schinken- 
or Käse-Brot we had been expecting. After lunch, we were put in teams and subjected 
once again to a Castelino quiz on the broad topic of homes and buildings. The quiz ended 
with each team “volunteering” to sing a song with the word “home” in it. No one could 
argue with Petra, who sang the Czech national anthem! The musical skill of each group 
was as impressive as the range of songs they selected. The results were very close, but a 
winning team emerged with Claus Vogl, Janine Arnott (our visiting theological student) and 
Dave Prawdzik. Afterwards, we had time to wander through the extensive gardens, feed 
the animals, sit on benches and deckchairs and chat or enjoy a coffee or glass of wine 
with friends. Some of us discovered a village shop full of goodies that the friendly farmer 
allowed us to sample. He was obviously very amused by his international customers!

We met in the St. George Chapel that had been especially opened for our afternoon ser-
vice and sang our hearts out to the bewilderment (and I hope admiration) of other visitors, 
including the carefully selected hymn Let us build a house where love can dwell and all 
can safely live. After the service, we made our way by bus to Auerstal, where we were 
welcomed by the Sommer family at their Gasthaus and enjoyed a delicious three-course 
dinner. We arrived back in Vienna in the early evening after a day brimming over with food, 
facts and fun.

Parish Outing 2018 to the Museumsdorf, Niedersulz
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Jan, Neal 
and Boko 
Hillerman 
attended 
this year’s 
blessing 
of “All 
creatures 
great and 
small”

this year’s 
blessing 
of our 

four-legged 
brothers and 
sisters in Christ 
took place on 4 
October.

The confluence of the 
feast of St. Francis—and 
our Animal Blessing 
Service—and our Harvest 
Thanksgiving provided 
an opportunity, in today’s 
fast-paced world, to stand 
still and contemplate the 
wonder of all creation.

Our church, beautifully 
decorated with chest-
nuts, leaves, flowers 
and branches, was an 
apposite setting in which 
to thank God for blessing 

us also with four-legged 
friends, the birds of the 
air and the fish in the 
sea. All of these were this 
year represented by five 
dogs of varying shapes 
and sizes, a fluffy rabbit 
and a cat—who, for health 
reasons, could only be 
present in a photograph. 
The cat had been a par-
ticular friend of the late 
Laura Fairburn who, as we 
know, was always closely 
associated with the Ani-
mal Blessing Service. 

Dr. Frank Sauer’s introduc-
tion reminded us that all 
creatures are our brothers 
and sisters in Christ, to 
whom God has reconciled 
us. We are all part of 
God’s bountiful creation, 
whether with two or four 
legs and with or without 
wings or fins. He created 
each of us for a purpose 
and loves each one of us. 

104 Nov Dec.indd   28 31/10/2018   07:35:50



29

X
It is our particular duty, 
as humans beings, to 
be careful custodians of 
God’s world. It is the duty 
of every living thing in that 
world to thank and praise 
God for his goodness 
whether this be through 
prayer, song, barking or 
chirping—whichever is ap-
propriate to our kind. 

That message was rein-
forced by the words of our 
first hymn, “All creatures 
of our God and King” and 
by the reading from the 
Book of   Revelation in 
which all of God’s crea-
tures, “on earth and under 
the earth and in the sea 
and all that is in them” are 
singing and praising God 
before his throne. 

It is always a special mo-
ment, for pet and owner 
alike, when each animal 
is blessed. Revd. Mike 
Waltner’s benediction 
again brought home that 
whether with two legs or 
four, with or without fur, 
feathers or fins, we are 
all children of the same 
Heavenly Father. To adapt 
a little the concluding 
sentence of the bless-
ing, “May we enjoy life 
together and find joy with 
the God who created us”.
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two years 
ago, Mike 
and I 

attended the 
Cathedral of St. 
John the Divine 
in New York City 
for the Feast of 
St. Francis. 
For the blessing of the 
animals, the Episcopal 
cathedral was packed with 
perhaps 2,000 two-legged 
worshippers and an un-
determinable number of 
four-legged friends. 

We sat between a fam-
ily with a large black 
Labrador on the right and 
a woman with a huge, 
magnificent macaw on our 
left. The bird resided on 
her arm and in her hair. 
It gazed with curiosity 

at Mike but must have 
decided, however reluc-
tantly, that his hair was 
too thin and straight for a 
go at nesting. The lovable 
labrador next to me was 
intent on making us the 
best of friends at every 
opportunity during the 
service, nudging my leg 
and vigorously wagging its 
tail every time we resumed 
our seats during the 
service. 

Evoking the wonder-
ful spirit of cathedrals 
through the centuries, 
there was spirited dancing 
and performance at the 
front of the sanctuary 
at various points in the 
liturgy. Particularly memo-
rable was the Sanctus, 
which featured humpback 
whale songs woven in with 
the voices of the (largely 
young-adult!) choir. 

After the post-communion 
prayer came the march 

Christina 
Stevens 
recalls a 
slightly 
different 
Animal 
Blessing 
Service

Christ Church Retreat 2019

104 Nov Dec.indd   30 31/10/2018   07:35:50



31

X

of the animals, led by a 
camel and featuring a 
ménage of household, 
barnyard and zoo beasts. 
A cow, resplendent in a 
colourful headdress and 
collier, brought up the rear. 
They formed a circle in 
the shape of a horseshoe 
round the altar for the 
blessing and then filed 
back down on the other 
side of the celebrants. 

thedral grounds hosted an 
open-air festival---reminis-
cent of what surely must 
have occurred on holy 
days in centuries past. 

The entire parade was 
amazing, though I must 
admit that I’m glad I 
wasn’t part of the cleanup 
crew. Afterwards, the ca-

Harvest Thanksgiving
The produce donated at the Harvest Thanksgiving on Sunday, 7 October was given to 
the Missionaries of Charity that was founded in 1950 by Mother Teresa.
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during the 
weeks 
from the 

lead-up to Advent 
until Christmas 
Eve, Vienna 
becomes an 
enchanted city.
In addition to traditional 
Christmas markets, there 
are many new ones to 
discover. The following list 
is drawn from the website 
www.wien.info/en/shop-
ping-wining-dining/mar-
kets/christmas-markets, 
where readers can find 
addresses, opening times 
and further details. 

At the Vienna Christmas 
World on Rathausplatz, 
some 150 stands offer 
Christmas gifts, decora-
tions, handicrafts, culinary 
treats, confectionery and 
warming drinks. The trees 
in City Hall park and along 
the Ringstrasse radiate a 
festive glow. Visitors can 
skate on a 3,000 m² ice 
rink and along numerous 
paths through the park. 
The Children’s World of-
fers a carousel, a reindeer 
train and wonderful light 
installations in the park, 

which are based on chil-
dren’s Christmas stories.

The Christmas Village on Ma-
ria-Theresien-Platz, between 
the Kunsthistorisches 
Museum Vienna and the 
Naturhistorisches Museum 
Vienna is composed of 
over 70 booths offering 
traditional handicrafts 
and original gifts. Gospel 
choirs and music groups 
add to the pre-Christmas 
atmosphere. The Christ-
mas Village is replaced by 
the New Year’s Village on 
27 December. 

The romantic Christmas 
Village on the University 
Campus is also a popular 
meeting point during the 
run-up to Christmas, espe-
cially for students. With a 
children’s railway and an 
old-fashioned carousel, 
the Christmas Village in the 
Altes AKH is also a big hit 
with families and boasts 
two curling lanes.

The Old Viennese Christmas 
Market on the Freyung in the 
city centre dates back to 
1772; today, it is a place 
to buy handicrafts, glass 
decorations, traditional 
mangers and ceramics. 
Festive Advent music can 
be heard on the square 
from 16.00. Top-quality 
handicrafts can also be 

purchased a couple of 
steps further along at 
the Am Hof Advent Market. 
Christmas music and 
choral singing provide the 
perfect atmosphere.

The Christmas Market in 
front of Schönbrunn Palace 
is converted into a New 
Year’s market after Christ-
mas. The atmospheric 
market offers traditional 
handicrafts, hand-made 
Christmas decorations, 
Christmas concerts and 
an extensive children’s 
program, including a 
Christmas workshop. The 
Christmas Village at Belvedere 
Palace enjoys an impres-
sive Baroque background 
and provides a tranquil site 
for a Christmas market.

Art Advent at Karlsplatz 
offers a diverse children’s 
programme, handicrafts 
art, workshops and live 
bands. All the food on of-
fer is organically certified. 
There are also numerous 
stalls full of artisans’ 
wares in the idyllic tiny 
alleyways at the Christmas 
Market on Spittelberg.

The emphasis is on en-
tertainment at the Winter 
Market on Riesenradplatz 
under the slogan “The 
Prater Rocks”. There are 
children’s adventure rides, 

32
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musical live acts from 
Gospel to soul and pop 
and a show that runs until 
6 January. The Imperial and 
Royal Christmas Market on 
Michaelerplatz in front of the 
Imperial Palace features 
Austrian goods, sweet 
treats, pewter figures, hand-
made cribs and much more.

The Christmas Market on 
Stephansplatz focuses 
on contemplation and 
tradition, with around 40 
booths at the foot of St. 
Stephen’s offering high-
quality products from Aus-
tria. The Advent Market at 
the Opera House is all about 
culinary delights includ-
ing gingerbread, cheese, 
meats, punch and wine 
from regional producers.

A particularly delightful 
view of Vienna is afforded 
by the “Weihnachtszauber” 
at Wilhelminenberg Palace. 
The view of the city’s lights 
can be enjoyed during the 
run-up to Christmas from 
Vienna’s largest wooden 
terrace, accompanied by 
culinary delights, mulled 
wine and punch. High-
lights are a visit from St. 
Nicholas and the Christ-
mas fire.  

The romantic Christmas 
market in Türkenschanzpark, 

near the “Turkish Foun-
tain”, is the perfect way 
to combine a walk with a 
break. The focus here is 
on handicrafts. Live music 
can be listened to every 
Sunday. There are also 
two children’s carousels. 

Christmas is a magical 
time at the Hirschstetten 
Botanical Gardens in the 
22nd district. In addi-
tion to a large Christmas 
market and an extensive 
cultural program, the 
floral Christmas exhibition 
is highly recommended. 
This year’s motto is 
“Heavenly Christmastide” 
and visitors experience 
“real” snowmen as well 
as motifs that come from 
heaven on high, such as 
angels, snow and ice, 
sun, moon and stars as 
well as biblical themes, 
such as archangels, the 
star of Bethlehem and 

more. A special children’s 
programme is held every 
Sunday.

In the atmospheric setting 
of the Neugebäude Palace, 
there are interesting 
handicrafts, live concerts, 
good food and warming 
drinks. A special children’s 
programme with a partici-
patory concert provides 
entertainment for the 
youngest visitors.

Advent in Schönbrunn Zoo 
features free children’s 
tours every Sunday in Ad-
vent starting on 2 Decem-
ber, an Advent workshop, 
a cookie bakehouse and a 
contemplative Christmas 
programme for children on 
Christmas Eve. 

The Christmas market in 
the Lainzer Tiergarten fea-
tures a life-size Christmas 
manger. 
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Nov 1 (Thurs) 10.00 All Saints’ Day, Solemn Eucharist
Nov 2 (Fri) 18.15 All Souls’ Day, Prayers for the Departed
Nov 5 (Mon) 19.00 Alpha Course
Nov 7 (Wed) 18.30 Reading Group: A House for Mr Biswas, 
   V. S. Naipaul
Nov 10 (Sat) 10.50 Vienna Remembrance Sunday service transferred
Nov 11 (Sun) 10.50 Klagenfurt Remembrance Sunday Service
Nov 12 (Mon) 19.00 Alpha Course
Nov 13 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Leviticus, Robert Kinney (session 1/3)
Nov 14 (Wed) 18.30 Council meeting
Nov 19 (Mon) 19.00 Alpha Course
Nov 21 Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Nov 24 (Sat) 10.30 Advent Bazaar 2018
Nov 26 (Mon) 19.00 Alpha Course
Nov 27 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Leviticus, Robert Kinney (session 2 /3)
Dec 1 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at s’Häferl
  09.00 Men’s breakfast
Dec 2 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service
Dec 3 (Mon) 19.00 Alpha Course
Dec 4 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Leviticus, Robert Kinney (session 3/3)
Dec 9 (Sun) 16.00 Christmas Carol Sing-along
Dec 10 (Mon) 19.00 Alpha Course
Dec 16 (Sun) 10.00 Nativity at 10.00 Service
  18.00 Nine Lessons & Carols
Dec 22 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle 
Dec 24 (Mon) 22.45 Midnight Mass with Carols
Dec 25 (Tues) 08.00 Holy Communion
  10.00 Christmas Eucharist with Carols
Dec 31 (Mon) 16.30 New Year’s Eve Service

The theme of the 2019 retreat from 17-19 May is “Discipleship”. The retreat 
will be led by the Revd. Dr. Pamela Cooper-White. Pamela is on the faculty at 
Union Theological Seminary in New York, where she is the Christiane Brooks 
Johnson Professor of Psychology and Religion. She was a member of Christ 
Church during 2013-24 having been awarded a Fulbright Fellowship to conduct 
research on the history of psychoanalysis and religion at the Sigmund Freud 
Museum as well as teaching at the University of Vienna. Book early as space is 
limited. Please contact Andrew Rooke for details and reservations.

Christ Church Retreat 2019
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ACTIVITIES AN
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Bazaar Coordinator Derek Lacey 
Bible Notes Patricia Hutchinson 
Bible Study (Sun.)  Ben O’Neill 
Church Shop Diana Dopheide  
Coffee Rota Lola Ogunfojuri  
Crossways Judy Castelino 
Mailing list Erica Schenk 
Electoral Roll Alexander Rösch  
Environment Officer David Stanners  
Flower Rota Vivian Stenzenberger    
Social Committee  Rosalind Shakespear* 
Kids’ Church  Lucille Curran 
Lesson Readers  Morkor Korley 
Librarian  Ian Begg  
Pledge Envelopes  Judy Hall  
Prayer Ministry  Patrick Curran 
Prison Visiting Isolde Pezet 
Publicity  Molly Hogle 
Sacristry and Linen Andrew Seneviratne 
Safeguarding Officer Erica Schenk 
Servers  Ben O’Neill 
Sidespersons rota  Manfred Reiter  
Soundings (Tues. eve.) Patrick Curran 
Toddler Group (Thur.) Revi Nagel       
Website  Robert Kinney 

TH
E CH

UR
CH

 CO
UN

CIL
Chaplain (Chairman) Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 
Honorary Asst. Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 
Lay Vice-Chairman  Elisabeth Stanners 
Churchwardens  Philip Reading 

Elisabeth Stanners 
Honorary Treasurer Judy Hall 
Archdeaconry Synod Morkor Korley 

Angela Peake-Herzog 
Diocesan Synod Miranda Kopetzky 
Members Sam Ifeagwu 

Derek Lacey 
Melinda May  
Manfred Reiter 
Alexander Rösch 
Sunday Ajayi 
Frank Sauer 
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Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück/Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, Jaurèsgasse 12, A-1030 Vienna
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