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    CHRIST CHURCH SHOP 
Tel:  01-718 4634 
Salesianergasse 20,  
1030 Vienna 
Open: Tuesday-Friday:  
 9.30-16.00 
Saturday: 9.30-12.00

This month’s cover shows Christine and Isolde, two 
long-standing members of our congregation, enjoying 
a break between sessions at the Christ Church retreat 
in May. To read more about the retreat see pp 6 to 11. 
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Please submit articles to be considered for in-
clusion in the next issue of Crossways to the 
Church Office (office@christchurchvienna.
org) and the Editor (crossways@aon.at) at the 
latest by 12 August 2018.

Judy

EDITORIAL

First of all, I would like to thank those who took the time to comment on the new 
look to this magazine. Change for the sake of change is rarely advisable, but after 
100 issues—and 12 years—I believe there was a consensus that Crossways could 

do with a facelift. I look forward to more comments and suggestions from readers. Some 
people accept change more easily than others ...

Speaking of which, we recently witnessed change in that ultra-conservative institution: 
the British royal family. By the time this issue goes to press, I expect readers will have be-
come bored with any mention of a royal wedding. After all, in our multicultural, multira-
cial and multinational community here at Christ Church, a wedding that bridges national 
and racial divides is the norm rather than the exception. For those working in an interna-
tional organization, or attending an international school, this is doubly true. Despite my 
best intentions, I found myself watching with growing fascination the ceremony unfold-
ing in St. George’s Chapel of Windsor Castle on 19 May. What struck me was that while 
the bride failed to tick any of the traditional boxes required for marriage into the British 
monarchy, she simply wrote her own checklist: poise, confidence, maturity, simplicity, 
good taste, a regally attired mother and a professionally acquired ability to play a role 
and keep to a script. The gospel choir and the fiery African-American bishop contributed, 
I believe, overwhelmingly to the spirituality of the occasion. There was nothing pro forma 
about the religious ceremony: God was there in the chapel and He was projected onto 
the television screens to some two billion viewers worldwide. If anything is likely to unite 
Christian churches, it is occasions such as these.

For those leaving Vienna over the summer, I wish them a safe journey and a relaxing 
holiday. For those who prefer to stay put and bask in the Austrian sun, there are oppor-
tunities to join Christ Church events including a wonderful concert on 14 July and the 
Nature Walk in the Lobau, ably led by Dr. Claus Vogl, on 28 July. Have a happy summer!
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From 
the Desk 
of the 
Chaplain, 
Revd.
Canon 
Patrick 
Curran

As I look on the 
landscape of 
Christ Church and 

of our life together as a 
congregation, over the last 
ten weeks or so there have 
been a number of remark-
able events beginning 
with Bishop David’s visit 
to us for the Triduum and 
Easter, which included the 
baptism, confirmation and 
reception of eight adults 
into the life of the Church 
in general and Christ 
Church in particular and 
concluding with the first of 
the four sessions on the 
covenants of the Bible. 

In between were a visit to 
Klosterneuburg monastery 
to see the Verdun Altar 
led by Father Nicolaus 
Buhlmann, a pilgrimage 
to Jordan, the retreat led 
by David Pileggi, Rector of 
Christ Church Jerusalem, 
the quiz evening at the 
Readings’, Dr Chuks Agu 
speaking on his pioneer-
ing work with parental 
stem cell research and the 
Shakespears’ trip to India 
earlier in the year to name 
a good number of the 
events that make up the 
landscape of which I write. 

The highlight for a large 
number of the congrega-
tion, as so many of our 
readers participated in 

making the night the suc-
cess it was, was the Lange 
Nacht der Kirchen: The 
Long Night of the Open 
Churches as some translate 
the heading. To my mind 
the programme was the 
best ever. We kicked off the 
evening with a session of 
African percussion music by 
members of Christ Church, 
followed by a question-
and-answer session about 
the Church of England, the 
Anglican Communion and 
other related matters. 

This was followed by mem-
bers of the Youth Church 
acting out three parables, 
interspersed with the sing-
ing of worship songs. This 
part of the evening was 
framed by Peter (Kyriakos) 
and Friends playing jazz. 
The evening was rounded 
off by Carole Alston singing 
gospel spirituals amongst 
which was “There is a 
balm in Gilead” and con-
cluding with the saying of 
Compline. Throughout the 
evening the church centre 
was open for food and 
fellowship.  As always our 
hospitality made possible 
by members of the Social 
Committee and others 
was appreciated. Here I 
want to highlight the three 
parables which were acted 
out by members of the 
Youth Church, because it 
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is a privilege to be part of 
a church that can enable 
young people to draw on 
their inherent gifts allowing 
them to flourish. Again and 
again I have said that a 
star was born. The young 
people had to practice hard 
under Melinda May’s direc-
tion to achieve the result 
they did. They should be 
applauded for their com-
mitment. These were Anna 
Hall, William Leslie, George 
Schenk and Elena Waltner. 

This is our landscape. It is 
a rich and varied land-
scape. Let us again take 
up residence within this 
landscape as participants 
in God’s mission to be 
enriched by the living God. 
One of the highlights of 

the pilgrimage to Jordan 
was our visit to Mount 
Nebo from where Moses 
saw the Promised Land as 
the  Book of Deuteronomy 
(ch. 34) relates, “Then 
Moses went up from the 
plains of Moab to Mount 
Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, 
which is opposite Jericho, 
and the Lord showed him 
the whole land: Gilead as 
far as Dan, all Naphtali, 
the land of Ephraim and 
Manasseh, all the land 
of Judah as far as the 
Western Sea, the Negeb, 
and the Plain—that is, the 
valley of Jericho, the city 
of palm trees—as far as 
Zoar.” 

Moses’ tragedy was that 
he would not set foot in 
the Promised Land, but 
would only look on the 
landscape, but “only” 
seeing the Promised Land 
he will have known himself 
blessed. His time had 
come. He was soon to die 
making room for others 
to take the story forward, 
but leaving behind a rich 
landscape filled with the 
presence of God to look 
back on as the Book of 
Exodus so vividly relates 
and from which the Jewish 
faith and we as Christians 
and members of Christ 
Church today draw guid-
ance and inspiration. 

During our outing to Klos-
terneuburg monastery to 
see the Verdun Altar and 
to conclude our work on Ty-
pology that was a focus of 
three Soundings sessions 
a year ago, Fr Nicolaus led 
a meditation on the panel 
which takes its inspiration 
from a passage in the Book 
of Numbers (13:16-26) and 
can be summed up in the 
title “Signs of Plenty for all 
of Israel”. “And the scouts 
came to the Wadi Eshcol, 
and cut down from there a 
branch with a single cluster 
of grapes, and they carried 
it on a pole between two 
of them. They also brought 
some pomegranates and 
figs.” This passage reminds 
us that the Christian inhab-
its a rich landscape. That 
there is plenty for all if we 
learn to inhabit the land-
scape, share its produce, 
material and spiritual, al-
ways remembering to give 
thanks for the abundant 
provision of God’s creation 
and setting before God our 
labours. “Unless the Lord 
builds the house, those 
who build it labour in vain.” 
(Psalm 127.1) Let us seek 
his blessing.

D
et

ai
l o

f t
he

 V
er

du
n 

Al
ta

r



66

Interview 
with Revd. 
David 
Pileggi 
who led 
the 2018 
retreat. 
David is 
Chaplain 
of Christ 
Church 
Jerusalem

Tell us about Christ Church 
Jerusalem 
The original church began 
in 1838 as a spiritual 
home for Jews who fol-
lowed Christ. It was con-
secrated as an Anglican 
church in 1849.

We have three services a 
week: on Friday afternoon, 
in Arabic, on Saturday 
morning in Hebrew and a 
morning and evening ser-
vice on Sunday in English. 
The Saturday service is 
conducted by two Jewish 
brothers, whose spirituality 

and approach is in many 
ways very Roman Catho-
lic. They follow Jesus but 
maintain a Jewish identity. 
Our congregation consists 
of Palestinian Christians, 
Messianic Israeli Jews and 
a large number of expats 
from every conceivable 
country and range of 
churches. 

We run Bible study and 
prayer ministry groups, 
organize retreats and 
have three guesthouses: 
in Jerusalem, in Jaffa and 
near the Sea of Galliee. In 
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Jerusalem we also run a 
large Anglican school. 

At Christ Church Jerusa-
lem, we generally num-
ber around 100 at each 
service, but can squeeze 
in 250 at a pinch. Our 
altar table displays a me-
norah and we bring out a 
cross during services. The 
reasons are several. First, 
we are a “low” Anglican 
church and the church is 
displayed simply, more like 
a synagogue. Secondly, 
the cross holds many hor-
rific memories of pogroms, 
etc. for the Jewish people.  
When our church was 
built, in 1840s, our mis-
sion was one of the first 
that tried to contextualize 
the Gospel message.  It is 
our hope that we will be a 
good witness to the name 
of Jesus to both Israelis 
and Palestinians.  We 
are also an international 
church and we embrace 
a role to inform our many 
visitors from around the 
world about the Jewish-
ness of Jesus and why it is 
important to us. 

How did you come to Israel? 
I was born in Tampa, 
Florida. My parents were  
devout Italian Roman 
Catholics and I was raised 
in the Catholic church. My 

father’s job took our fam-
ily to Panama during my 
early childhood, and we 
returned to the US when I 
was 13. Around that time, I 
developed melanoma and 
underwent three surger-
ies. My doctor, an Anglican 
and a prominent figure in 
the charismatic renewal 
in the US, encouraged us 
to pray and he gave my 
parents the addresses of 
several charismatic prayer 
meetings, both Catholic 
and Protestant. A miracle 
happened, their prayers 
were answered and my 
leg healed. My family 
continued to attend meet-
ings and services in both 
Catholic and Protestant 
churches.   

After my studies in inter-
national affairs at the 
University of South Florida, 
I received a scholarship 
to study in what was then 
Yugoslavia, and on my way 
home I stopped to visit my 
sister who was spending a 
year in Israel on a disciple-
ship program sponsored 
by Bayshore Methodist 
Church that my sister was 
then attending.  I was so 
inspired by that visit, that 
after returning home, I 
fretted about how I would 
be able to manage to go 
back.  It was only after I 

had a vision one night of a 
figure in white standing at 
the foot of my bed saying, 
“Don’t worry, you will go to 
Israel,” that my agitation 
disappeared and I forgot 
all about it. 

Soon after, I met Carolyn 
at Bayshore Methodist 
Church and we mar-
ried eight months later 
at Christmas of 1979.  
She was a cellist and I 
wanted to serve the Lord 
in missions, so we began 
to make plans to move 
to Washington DC where 
I could get involved with 
an organization such as 
World Vision or Compas-
sion.  But one day I an-
nounced to my wife that I 
knew that God wanted us 
to go to Israel. We talked 
and prayed with the pastor 
and elders of Bayshore 
Methodist Church, and 
several months later, in 
August 1980, the church 
bought us one way tickets 
to Israel.  We had $350 in 
our pocket, Carolyn’s cello, 
two addresses (a friend of 
a friend, and the leader of 
the discipleship program 
my sister participated 
in) and no idea what the 
future would hold for us. 
We needn’t have wor-
ried. God sustained and 
cared for us.  After a few 
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months Carolyn joined 
the Jerusalem Symphony 
Orchestra as a cellist and 
I worked for a non-profit 
Jewish/Christian organiza-
tion before becoming a 
freelance journalist for the 
BBC and US television. The 
country intrigued me and I 
felt at home both culturally 
and socially. Our children 
were born in 1982, 1985 
and 1995

What was your path to ordina-
tion? 
Shortly after our move to 
Israel we visited Christ 
Church Jerusalem, an An-
glican church, and we have 
been members ever since. 
In 1990, the rector of the 
church asked me to take 
over the church’s active 
study tour ministry, which 
introduces thousands of 
visitors each year to the 
life of Jesus. I ran the tours 
for 18 years highlighting 

the “Jewishness” of Jesus 
and held training courses 
for countless members of 
the clergy from Africa and 
Asia. I was approached 
several times about my 
own ordination and prayer-
fully considered it. 

In 2006, I was ordained 
deacon in Kampala, 
Uganda by Archbishop 
Orombi, and one year later 
was ordained as a priest, 
once again in Kampala. 
There was an unexpected 
vacancy at Christ Church 
that I was invited to fill and 
in 2008, I was appointed 
as the rector of Christ 
Church Jerusalem. I still 
conduct study tours (my 
tent-making job!); in addi-
tion to some four “life and 
world of Jesus” tours a year 
in Israel, I lead a study tour 
of Jewish life and history in 
Poland, also visiting Prague 
and Vienna.  

We have a huge influx of 
Israeli visitors to Christ 
Church, interested in the 
history of Christianity 
and why we have Jewish 
symbols in our church. We 
have Hebrew-speaking 
guides since my own 
Hebrew, after 38 years in 
Israel, is a bit like my Ital-
ian grandmother’s English 
after decades in the USA!

What do you do when you’re 
not working? 
I enjoy all kinds of music 
although I am not a singer. 
I like reading American 
history and recently 
discovered I had a certain 
hankering for the past ... 
I am also trying to finish a 
book I am writing on Wil-
liam Hechler (who was the 
Chaplain at Christ Church 
Vienna 1885-1910). I pre-
pared a thesis on Hechler 
at the Hebrew Univer-
sity and have gathered a 
mountain of background 
information, but need time 
to finalize the book.

Do you identify yourself as an 
American or an Israeli?  
I’m an expatriate three 
times removed (Italy, 
Panama, Israel). This type 
of life leads one to find 
one’s identity in Christ.  

Partaking in the Sabbath 
wine and bread

X
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Philip 
and Sally 
Reading 
talk about 
this year’s 
Retreat 
at Stift 
Göttweig 

Even after 
fifteen 
years of 

retreats, the 
thrill of approa-
ching this hill-
top monastery 
through dense 
woods on a glori-
ous May evening 
never palls. 
This must also be true 
for those of us who come 
by rail or even bicycle, al-
though the sheer relief of 
arrival on two wheels must 
surely outweigh the thrill.

In a series of five address-
es entitled “Rediscovering 
the rich Jewish heritage of 
the Church and how it can 
help us better practice our 
faith”, Revd. David Pileggi, 
Rector of our sister Christ 
Church in Jerusalem, 
spoke about the many 
ways in which the Jewish 
people, through their 
three-thousand year his-
tory of worship, study and 
community, have built tra-
ditions that are of abiding 
value for Christians too, 
especially in this modern 
age of ever-present tech-

nology and busyness.  As a 
heritage that we Christians 
can embrace more fully, 
Judaism offers deep in-
sights into human spritual 
needs and how the Jewish 
faith has nurtured its 
people and fashioned their 
response to God’s eternal 
call. Just as importantly, 
understanding the Jewish 
context and background of 
our Lord's teaching and ac-
tions enables us more fully 
to grasp His intentions and 
the redemptive meaning of 
His living and dying.

In the first address on 
“The Sabbath, building 
God a temple in time”, 
David emphasized the 
originality of designating a 
period of time as holy. The 
commandment to observe 
the Sabbath is one of the 
most solemn, and no Jew-
ish festival is holier. David 
talked about the vital 
importance of protecting 
space and time for family, 
praise and enjoyment of 
God’s blessings. Time was 
God’s first creation and 
his people should build 
a temple or sanctuary in 
time, by honouring one 
day each week to escape 
from the pressures of our 
busy lives and constant 
connectivity, and to come 
into a deeper connection 
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absolve us from keeping 
it: "If you love me, you will 
keep my commandments".

David's largely unscripted 
addresses held us spell-
bound partly because they 
so clearly came from the 
heart and a lifetime of 
study, reflection and expe-
rience. Several nuggets of 
wisdom came out more or 
less as asides or “by the 
way”: 

Thy will be done, on Earth 
and in Heaven ("as it is" is 
a poor translation): there 
is a spiritual war going on 
in Heaven, and we should 
pray for God's will to be 
done in both places.

“Kingdom of God” is 
the favoured expression 
in the synoptic gospels 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke) for 
what John calls “eternal 
life”. Either way, it speaks 
about life before death, a 
present reality. Sometimes 
the kingdom of God refers 

pursuit as 
an endeav-
our to work 
out one’s 
salvation 
by learning 
how to live 
properly 
in all the 
glorious 
practical 
detail of daily life. Imitating 
a mentor, whether a rabbi, 
Old Testament prophets or 
Christ through a profound 
engagement with the Bible 
would unlock deep truths. 
The Jewish tradition of 
challenging the Torah and 
grappling with the ancient 
texts was a way of serving 
God with all their minds, 
hearts and souls, and for 
Jews the intellectual and 
emotional were closely al-
lied in the search for God’s 
truth. The central message 
of the Bible, David repeat-
edly underlined, was that 
God has created and 
redeemed (i.e. freed) the 
people of Israel (and thus 
us) because he wants to 
enter into a loving relation-
ship with us. Relationship 
is about what God does for 
us, but also in us. Keeping 
the commandments is not 
about earning salvation 
but a grateful response 
to God's grace. Jesus's 
fulfilling the Law does not 

with our Creator. David 
took us through the liturgy 
of prayers and taking of 
bread and wine that Jews 
collectively follow in receiv-
ing the Shabbat and gave 
us a glimpse of the sense 
of joyful communion that 
accompanies the 25-hour 
celebration (25 hours, not 
24, in order to safeguard 
against any encroachment 
upon the sacred time). We 
were encouraged to put 
away our phones for the 
day in order to allow God’s 
presence into the here 
and now.  

In other addresses, 
spaced through the 
weekend between ser-
vices, meals and periods 
of silence (or as much 
silence as our sociable 
group can muster), David 
talked about the need 
to enthrone Jesus in our 
lives continually, from day 
to day, and to turn away 
from the idols that may 
have claimed too much of 
our attention and sense 
of identity. It is for each 
person to work out what 
those attachments are 
and to bring God back to 
the centre. He explained 
how study of the scrip-
tures, and of the Torah for 
the Jewish people, was not 
so much an intellectual 
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to Jesus’s movement of 
disciples following Him in 
holiness and acknowledg-
ing Him as King. We may 
fear holiness because it 
is demanding: Love the 
Lord your God with all 
your heart (including your 
intellect), with all your 
soul (including your body) 
and with all your strength 
(including your bank ac-
count!).

Often his wisdom came 
couched in homely Ameri-
can phrases: "Pay your bar 
bill" (if you want to lead 
a life of righteousness); 
"Pie in the sky" (what the 
Kingdom of God is not!); 
or Love your neighbour as 
yourself (“because he’s an 
idiot just like you are”).

David Pileggi's learning, 
originality and charm not-
withstanding, this retreat 
was no exception to the 
traditional features of our 
annual weekends in Göt-
tweig: lively discussions 
in the seminar room and 
on the courtyard bench; 
a sense of deepening fa-
miliarity with the Anglican 
forms of worship; Satur-
day night hymn-singing 

by candlelight under the 
stars; joining the monks in 
Vespers; excellent organi-
zation thanks to Andrew; 
and Austrian cuisine at its 
best and most abundant.
And with the most essen-
tial part—the guidance we 
received for a closer walk 
with God and a closer walk 
with each other in worship 
and fellowship—our cup 
floweth over.

X
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During our  
recent 
retreat, we 

took time to con- 
sider the Jewish 
roots of our 
Christian faith.
One thing Revd. David Pi-
leggi emphasized was that 
Jesus grew up in a family 
where the Torah was ob-
served and followed in 
great detail. The New 
Testament tells us that 
Jesus was circumcised as 
a baby and that Mary, his 
mother, observed the rite 
of purification, after giving 
birth. When Jesus was 
twelve years old, Bar Mitz-
vah, a son of the Law, he 
accompanied his parents 
to Jerusalem for the Feast 
of the Passover. St. Luke 
tells us that Jesus’ parents 
went up every year—for 
many this was a once-in-a-
lifetime experience.

Very often we see pictures 
of Mary with her son Jesus. 
It is more unusual to see 
Joseph with Jesus. In the 
interesting icon reproduced 
on the next page, we see 
Joseph with Jesus in his 
arm, and both of them are 
wearing the Tallit, the Jew-

ish prayer shawl, and their 
heads are suitably covered 
for prayer. The child Jesus 
has a Torah scroll in his 
hands. Joseph points to Je-
sus, as Mary often does in 
icons, as if to say, “Listen to 
Him!”. Those who attended 
the recent retreat at Stift 
Göttweig will recognise it 
from the print in the dining 
room.

Revd. David Pileggi poin-
ted out that for Jewish 
people it is not just im-
portant to read and study 
Scripture, but also to “do” 
it, to live it in their lives. 
Apparently Jewish people 
are less likely to ask, “Who 
is God?” than “What does 
God do?”. We know from 
the Bible that we cannot 
see God, but if we can 
see the things He does 
we can imitate them! As 
well as His “mighty acts” 
God would seem to have 
a heart full of compas-
sion and mercy. He visits 
Abraham the day after his 
circumcision to see how 
he is doing. So we too 
should visit the sick. God 
sees that the baby Moses 
is rescued, so we too 
should care for babies and 
the weak. As Christians, 
we look to the example of 
Jesus, who shows us all 
this in greater detail.

Revd. 
Aileen 
Hackl 
examines 
our Jewish 
roots 
through an 
icon of St. 
Joseph 
and Baby 
Jesus
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X

Revd. Pileggi also spoke 
about “Building God a 
Temple in Time”. This may 
sound strange to us. God, 
as revealed in the Old 
Testament, does not start 
off by giving us rules and 
regulations. The Ten Com-
mandments come later. 
God starts with time: when 
He has finished creating, 
He rests, and later gives 
us rules and regulations, 
so that we are encouraged 
to do the same. God deliv-
ers His chosen people, 
Israel, from slavery, in 
order that they may wor-
ship Him. A slave is never 
master of his own time.

The rules for the Jewish 
Sabbath are concerned 
with having time to wor-
ship God. The Church 
has moved the Sabbath 
from Saturday to Sunday 
because on this day Jesus 
rose from the dead. Many 
of the intricate regulations 
for the Jewish Sabbath 
seem irrelevant to us now, 
but the principle remains. 
We too as Christians need 
time to worship God. It 
doesn’t just happen. We 
need to carve time out 
of our busy schedules, 
in order to worship God, 
in spirit and in truth, and 
without being in a hurry.

How do we do this? The 
suggestion was that we 
should start small. If a 
full day seems too chal-
lenging, start with a few 
hours. Take time out from 
business, money matters, 
moans about one’s health, 
and concentrate on God! 
Plan to attend a service. 
If you have the possibility, 
check out the readings 
in advance and do some 
homework on them; they 
tend to make more sense 

if you already know what 
part of the Bible they 
come from and a bit about 
their context. 

Yes, there are many things 
we can learn from the Jew-
ish people, and this icon 
reminds us that this is the 
tradition in which Jesus 
grew up, in a family where 
the Torah—for us the Bible 
—was taken seriously and 
the worship of God was a 
priority!                  
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After 
Easter 
a group 

of twenty from 
Christ Church 
went on a 
pilgrimage to 
visit  biblical 
sites “beyond 
the Jordan”. 
Highlights included the 
site of Jesus’s baptism 
by John the Baptist (John 
1:29), Herod the Great’s 
fortress Machaerus where 
John the Baptist was 
beheaded, Mount Nebo 
from where Moses saw 
the Promised Land, as 
well as a few of the cities 
of the Decapolis. The De-
capolis was a union of ten 
Greco-Roman cities. One 

of these, Gadara (Umm 
Qays), is known to us from 
the healing of the Ga-
darene Demoniac (Mark 
chapter 5). From Gadara 
we saw the Sea of Galilee, 
the Golan Heights, Mount 
Arbel and Mount Tabor. 

With the exception of 
Mount Arbel we had 
visited these on the Holy 
Land Pilgrimage to Israel 
in 2012. These were the 
main reasons for travel-
ling to Jordan, but there 
was one other allure, the 
Nabataean stone city of 
Petra, one of the modern 
wonders of the world. It is 
an astonishing site. While 
in Petra our guide Samir 
introduced us to Margue-
rite van Geldermalsen, 
the author of I Married a 
Bedouin, who has set up a 
cooperative to support the 
Bedouin women of Petra. 
The cooperative makes 

In April, 
a group 
of Christ 
Church 
pilgrims, 
led by the 
Chaplain, 
visited 
biblical 
sites in 
Jordan

Our ride in Wadi Rum
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jewellery. Jewellery was 
purchased for loved ones 
back home, as well as 
signed copies of the book. 
By now the majority of us 
will have read it. 

One of the unknowns 
of any pilgrimage is the 
guide that the group will 
be assigned. Each has a 
different personality and 
different strengths. On 
our trips to Israel, Turkey 
and Jordan some guides 
were more willing to speak 
about current affairs and 
religious faith than others. 
Some speak too much, 
others too little and so 
it goes. Due to time con-
straints it has become our 
custom to say our prayers 
on the bus with additional 
services at particular 
sites: on this occasion the 
baptism site, Mount Nebo 
and the place of John’s 
martyrdom. What I appre-
ciated about Samir in par-
ticular, although he didn’t 
join us in the service, was 
his attentiveness to the 
words of the service and 
especially to the prayers. 
At the end of each service 
he would reflect back to 
us some aspect of the 
prayers that we had said 
and would thank us for 
them. Samir’s message 
throughout the pilgrimage 

was one of peace. Listen-
ing attentively to others 
in prayer underlined his 
message of peace.

Samir was emphatic that 
we take our time walk-
ing through the length of 
the Siq in Petra. The Siq 
is a narrow corridor (1.2 
km) between two high 
rising cliffs that leads to 
the Treasury, the main 
attraction at Petra. He 
was absolutely right. You 
need to take your time. 
You need to slow down 
and take it in. Es lohnt 
sich! At one place Samir 
had us stop and appreci-
ate the acoustics. There 
we sang the Taizé chant 
Laudate omnes gentes 
(Sing praises, all you peo-
ples) and Easter Alleluias, 
which were appreciated by 
others making their way 
through the Siq. While in 
Petra (a place Petra had 
always wanted to visit—I 
wonder why?) a group of 
us climbed to the High 
Place of Sacrifice in the 
heat of the day. Also “a 

funny thing happened 
on the way” through the 
Siq as we walked back to 
the bus. Joan Dantinger 
and I had the privilege of 
meeting the President of 
Austria, Alexander van der 
Bellen, and telling him we 
were Christ Church Vienna 
on tour! 

The next day we visited the 
Wadi Rum. A desert wadi 
made famous through the 
exploits of Thomas Edward 
Lawrence, better known 
to most as Lawrence of 
Arabia. We explored the 
desert with the help of 
open Toyota pickups. 
Each truck had room for 
six passengers. The ride 
was bumpy, but the sites 
and the beauty of Wadi 
Rum were worth it. At 
times I felt like I was in 
the film “Fury Road”. It 
soon become apparent 
why Bedouins cover their 
heads and their faces - 
the wind blows sand in 
one’s face most of the 
time. If you watch the film 
Lawrence of Arabia you 

“And great crowds followed Jesus 
from Galilee, the Decapolis, 
Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond 
the Jordan.”         Matthew 4.25
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will see stunning views of 
the Wadi Rum. 

After the tour we made 
our way to our camp for 
the night. The camp, 
where we stayed, had 
accommodations that 
emulated basic Bedouin 
tent design. These were 
unbearably hot at the end 
of the day, but did cool 
down during the night. 
Most of us went for a walk 
in the desert to join others 
to watch the sun set. The 
evening meal was a tradi-
tional Jordanian meal that 
had been cooked in the 
ground. The lamb was ten-
der and delicious. In the 
morning a number of us 
rose early to see the sun 
rise over the Wadi Rum 
and the camp – unforget-
table moments. 

While watching the sunset 
we were approached by 

a group of school girls on 
an outing which reminded 
me of an encounter we 
had had with another 
group of young women 
we met in the theatre in 
Jaresh. Wherever we went 
we were met by young 
people full of life with big 
smiles and lots and lots of 
questions that they were 
eager for to us to answer 
—of course they wanted to 
try out their English. The 
group we met in the Wadi 
Rum was from Aqaba. 
On both occasions I was 
struck by the joy and vital-
ity of these young people. 

Before seeing the wonders 
of Petra and Wadi Rum 
I was most impressed 
by Jerash, a city of the 
Decapolis. Today Jerash is 
an extensive archaeologi-
cal site that we visited on 
the second full day of the 
pilgrimage. My expecta-

tions were low as I have 
seen enough Greco-Ro-
man ruins (archaeological 
sites) to see me through 
nine lives. Throughout the 
walking tour I exclaimed 
to myself and others who 
were willing to listen, “this 
is amazing”. The site is 
extensive and affords 
a very good idea of the lay-
out of a Roman city at the 
time of Augustus Caesar. 
Were I a teacher of Roman 
history and architecture 
I would want to bring my 
students here.

As I write I have a longing 
to return to Jordan. It was 
a magnificent pilgrimage. 
Many of the encounters 
with people, biblical 
sites and others and the 
country have lingered on 
and some have taken up 
residence within. 

We were all a little anxious 
about travelling to a coun-
try that borders on war-
torn Syria (indeed the day 
we flew to Amman the US 
had bombed a number of 
targets in Syria) but I can 
say that at no time was I 
anxious for our welfare or 
our security. We travelled 
easily and freely through-
out Jordan. Not once 
were we stopped by the 
police or military or asked 
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for passports except for 
checking into hotels.

We swam in the Dead 
Sea. We rode camels. We 
drank unpasteurised cam-
el’s milk. We ate dates 
and the most deliciously 
tasty bread, fresh and still 
warm. We purchased Za-
latimo sweets. We visited 
a crusader castle. We saw 
the so-called Madaba map 
with the fish swimming up-
stream and away from the 
Dead Sea. We celebrated 
the Eucharist with an 
Arabic-speaking congrega-
tion in Amman. We met 
with the Anglican Palestin-
ian priest and his Syrian 
wife (the Revd. George 
and Mrs Mary Al-Kopti) to 
learn more about being a 
Christian in Jordan today. 
We learnt about their work 
with Syrian refugees and 

elderly women with no 
family support due to the 
migration of Christians 
to the West. We affirmed 
our baptism vows with a 
short service beside the 
River Jordan with a clear 
view of the Israeli side 
only some twenty metres 
away. We sang “Swing low 
sweet chariot” in memory 
of Laura Fairburn, Reader 
at Christ Church. Our 
service took place in the 

afternoon. The heat was 
intense, but we soon had 
the place to ourselves, 
but not before witnessing 
a small group of people 
being baptised by full im-
mersion on the Israeli side 
of the river. The baptised 
soon left quietly. After af-
firming our baptism vows 
we were blessed with an 
otter swimming upstream 
in no man’s land, full of 
life, oblivious to our hu-
man borders, our jarring 
divisions.  

Can I recommend a trip 
to Jordan? Yes, I can and 
so can all who had the 
good fortune of travelling 
together as Christians 
united in a common faith 
in Transjordan. In the 
autumn we will talk about 
our pilgrimage to Transjor-
dan at one of the Sound-
ings sessions.

photos by Petra Kusa
Our group in the Arabic Anglican church
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Sixth Sunday after Trinity

Fifth Sunday after Trinity

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

July 2018
MONDAY TUESDAY

15
8

22
29 30

23 24

2 43

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

SUNDAY

ST. BARNABASSeventh Sunday after Trinity

Feast of St. Mary Magdalene

Ninth Sunday after Trinity

08.30 Morning Prayer

108.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
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09.30 Holy Communion

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

24 27 28
2120

13 14
7654

11
19

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

08.00 Christ Church
 Volunteers at
 s’Häferl

14.00 Nature Walk in
 the Lobau, with 
 Dr. Claus Vogl

18.00 Concert: choir of  
 Gonville &  
 Caius College,  
 Cambridge, fol- 
 lowed by wine and  
 cheese reception

09.30 Holy Communion

08.30 Morning Prayer
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Tenth Sunday after Trinity
08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

August 2018
MONDAY TUESDAY

12
5

19
26 27

20 21
2928

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

SUNDAY

Eleventh Sunday after Trinity

Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
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09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

08.30 Morning Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

21
29 31 

24
28

25
1817

30

1110
432

8
16
23

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

18.15 Evening Prayer

10.00 Walk on the Rax

10.00 Council  
 Planning  Day

18.15 Evening Prayer

ST. BARTHOLEMEW

09.30 Holy Communion
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Christ Church Bazaar 
Saturday, 24 November

Put the date in your diary and be 
prepared to help make our 2018 
Advent Bazaar a success. We need 
new people to join the coordinating 
team to prepare for the selling of 
books and for the raffle and tom-
bola. Please contact Derek Lacey 
by email if you wish to be involved:  
(dereklacey@hotmail.co.uk).

Everybody Welcome:  
Welcoming and belonging

In the autumn, the Ministry Committee will run a 
course called “Everybody Welcome”. The course 
is an initiative of the Church of England. Wel-
coming is the duty of each and every one of our 
church, especially since we committed ourselves 
in 2014 to be a welcoming church. Our welcome 
ministry is work in progress and through this 
course we will not only raise awareness, but we 
also explore how newcomers and enquirers to 
name a few can be helped to move from being 
welcomed to belonging to the Christ Church com-
munity. The Chaplain will lead a group after the 
Wednesday services of Holy Communion (5, 12, 
18 & 26 September, 10.15 to 11.45) and Mike 
Waltner will lead four sessions on Tuesdays in-
stead of Soundings (dates to be announced).

Summer Concert at Christ Church
A choir from Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge will be giving a concert in Christ Church on 14 
July, starting at 18.00. They will be performing a summer programme of both sacred and secular 
music. The choir is one of Britain’s leading collegiate choirs and has travelled extensively to give 
concerts. It would be a pity to miss the concert at Christ Church. Attendance is free, but dona-
tions are welcome (our recommendation is €10).

H2O: Family Day 2018

Mark your diaries and plan to join 
us as we kick off the new term 
with a day together in the Vienna 
Woods. We will be discovering what 
it means to be a “Child of God” and 
uncover the mysteries of H2O. Eve-
ryone is welcome. Parents, grand-
parents, godparents and fam-
ily friends, bring your children and 
come! Further details will be avail-
able from mid-August. 
Schönstattzentrum am Kahlenberg 
Sulzwiese 1, 1190 Vienna 
Saturday 8 September,  
10.00 to 16.00

Walk on the Rax
We will assemble on Saturday, 18 August at 10.00 
in Hirschwang near Reichenau to ride up to the 
Rax by cable car. We will hike until our descent 
at 16.00. Supper will be at 17.00 at Gasthaus 
Obereggl in Prein a/d Rax. Further details will be 
given in the wrap and a sign-up sheet will be put 
at the entrance to the Church at the end of July.
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Alpha Course at 
Christ Church  

There are many who are curi-
ous about the Christian faith 
and others who know that 
they have a rudimentary un-
derstanding of Christianity. 
For many years now enquir-
ers and seekers as well as 
Christians across the world 
have been coming together 
around a course called Al-
pha. The Chaplain is offering 
this ten-week course begin-
ning in the autumn. The ses-
sions will be on Monday eve-
nings at 19.00 and finishing 
at 20.30 beginning on Mon-
day. 1 October. Further dates 
to be agreed with those at-
tending on 1 October.

First Communion at Christ Church

First Communion classes begin in September with 
a view to admitting children to Holy Communion on 
Sunday, 14 October. It is our custom and good prac-
tice to make sure that everyone who receives Holy 
Communion has received basic instruction in the 
theology of Holy Communion appropriate to their 
age.  

Nature Walk in the Lobau

Our nature walk is planned this year for Saturday, 
28 July. As in the past, our resident biologist, Dr. 
Claus Vogl, will lead us in on interesting and in-
formative walk and talk through Vienna’s national 
park, the Lobau. We will assemble at 14.00 at the 
home of John and Judy Castelino (Saltenstraße 
65, 1220 Vienna) and proceed shortly after to the 
Lobau. At around 16.00, we return to the Casteli-
no’s for tea when we will sing “Happy Birthday” to 
our host, John. This is always a fun event for the en-
tire family, and Claus ensures that even the young-
est children discover something interesting. Wear 
comfortable shoes, bring sun protection, and if you 
don’t want to walk the entire distance, there is the 
odd bench where you can sit and read the news-
paper. Please contact Judy for transport details on 
0650/4747473. 

Pray for the Church Council

The Church Council meets once a year for a planning 
day. This year we meet on Saturday, 25 August. We 
would ask for your prayers as we plan for the future 
of Christ Church. Names of Council members can be 
found on page 39.

Christ Church  
Intern

All being well, a new intern 
will be joining us at the begin-
ning of September. 

Philip Milton completed his 
time with us at the end of 
June. We thank him for the 
contributions made to the life 
of our church and wish him 
well for the next stage of his 
life. Please keep him in your 
prayers.
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The third 
in a new 
series on 
Choosing 
to be a 
Christian: 
Janine 
Teufl’s 
story

While the 
concept 
of cyber 

friendship has 
without doubt 
its share of 
detractors, for 
one young lady it 
led her to Christ 
Church.
Janine Teufl was born in 
Upper Austria in 1989 and 
grew up in Enns. She was 
baptised and confirmed 
as a Roman Catholic but 
is the first to admit that 
her commitment, as she 
grew up, turned somewhat 
lukewarm. When she left 
school, she became an 
apprentice book-seller 
and after completing her 
training, moved to Vienna 
to work in a bookshop. 
Although she was a very 
keen reader, she did not 
particularly enjoy the 
retail part of the business 
and eventually found an 
interesting job as a project 
assistant in a hydropower 
company. 

Her computer skills (self-
taught!) were recognized 
by her employer and at 

the beginning of this 
year she was appointed 
as an IT consultant. Her 
excellent English is at-
tributable, once again, 
to technology, this time 
the television. She made 
English-speaking friends 
on various Internet fora, 
some of whom she met on 
a recent visit to London. 

One of her cyber buddies, 
Jessica, is from Dallas, 
Texas, and although 
they have never met in 
person, they have been 
firm friends for the past 
four years. They first met 
in a role-playing forum 
and began to chat, before 
switching to face-to-face 
contact via Skype. Jessica 
is a committed Christian 
and gradually began to 
talk to Janine about her 
faith. It was, Janine told 
me, the first time she had 
ever discussed religion 
outside school and if she 
felt awkward at first, Jes-
sica soon put her at ease.

Enjoying a few days of 
relaxation on her own at 
a spa outside Vienna, 
Janine clearly felt that 
God was calling her and 
for the first time in her life 
she heard His voice. When 
she shared this experi-
ence with Jessica, her 
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friend suggested that she 
look, not surprisingly, for 
an Episcopal church in Vi-
enna. Once again, the In-
ternet came to the rescue 
and two years ago, Janine 
discovered Christ Church. 
It took her a few months 
to pluck up the courage 
to come to church, but 
the warm welcome she 
received both from the 
Chaplain and members of 
the congregation—Janine 
recalls that Sally Read-
ing was one of the first to 
reach out to her—meant 
that she has been coming 
back week after week. 
She particularly enjoys 
the 10 o’clock service 
that, she feels, is a good 
way to start the week. In 
March, she was received 
into the Church of England 
by Bishop David and her 
father and stepmother 
attended the service. 
Although her father has no 
faith himself, he is happy 
that his daughter has 
found such a welcoming 
community.

Unlike many young women 
of her age, Janine enjoys 
her own company and 
that of her two cats, and 
has no wish to share her 
life with a two-legged 
partner. Her four-legged 
companions—mother 

and son—are elderly 
rescue animals who 
enjoy Janine’s exclusive 
attention as much as she 
does theirs! Janine loves 
children, and sometimes 
looks after her friends’ 
young offspring when they 
go out. When one talks 
to her, there is no doubt 
that she is a deeply caring 
young woman who finds 
fulfilment in being there 
for others.

Janine is aware that her 
journey in faith has just 
begun and that she still 
has much to learn. She 
appreciates the diversity 
of the Christ Church com-
munity and has made new 
friends. She is still in con-
tact with Jessica, who is 
proud that Janine took the 
important step to become 
an Anglican.

Her hobbies include writ-
ing, musicals and learning 
languages. The latest 

string to her linguistic bow 
is Esperanto and, guess 
what? She learned it from 
the Internet! She finds it a 
fascinating language and 
is continuing her studies.

In her relatively short time 
at Christ Church, she has 
helped the Social Commit-
tee, worked at the Bazaar, 
joined the coffee rota and 
helped paint the Church 
Centre, among other 
things. She was also an 
active participant at the 
recent retreat at Göttweig.

At a time when young 
people the world over are 
shying away from religion 
in any form, it is a privilege 
to welcome into our com-
munity a young woman, 
who, with no parental 
pressure, cultural ties or 
previous affiliation with 
the Church of England, 
made a deliberate choice 
to join us. Welcome 
Janine!
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Many 
people, 
in parti-

cular Roman 
Catholics, think 
that the Church 
of England owes 
its independent 
existence only 
to the marital 
troubles of King 
Henry VIII in the 
16th century. 
The famous case of his 
seeking to divorce via 
annulment his first wife, 
Catherine of Aragon, and 
the consequences of the 
divorce have provided writ-
ers and the entertainment 
industry over the ages with 
rich material.

A Man for All Seasons 
tells the story of how his 
chancellor Thomas More 
lost his head for not siding 
with the king about the 
legitimacy of the divorce. 
The BBC’s production of 
its TV series The Six Wives 
of Henry VIII was the first 
great public television hit 
in my country the United 
States, in 1971. In our 

day, the historical novels 
of Hilary Mantel are very 
popular with the public 
and have been turned into 
a television series, proving 
the timeless appeal that 
the story of the Tudor 
king’s misdeeds has.

However, belief that the 
Church of England only 
exists because of Henry 
VIII is, in my opinion, a 
false understanding that a 
broader awareness of its 
history dispels. I want to 
sketch here what I think 
that broader picture is.

The English church traces 
its origin to the mission-
ary bishop, St. Augustine 
of Canterbury, in the 7th 
century AD. Spread by 
dedicated missionaries 
and the example of mar-
tyrs, the faith that St. Au-
gustine brought to England 
converted the peoples 
of Britain to the Catholic 
form of Christianity that 
predominated throughout 
Western Europe during the 
Middle Ages.

During these many centu-
ries, central political au-
thority anywhere was tenu-
ous. A weak king or queen 
on the throne plunged a 
country into turmoil and 
destruction. Warfare over 
rival claims by monarchs 

Mike 
Stevens 
digs deep 
into the 
history 
of the 
Church of 
England
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and barons was practically 
endemic. 

In such circumstances, the 
Church was an important 
unifying force. It exercised 
privileges and authority 
over all of society, and it 
wielded the much-feared 
weapons of excommunica-
tion and interdict (with-
holding of sacraments). 
The most famous instanc-
es of this involved the 
bringing to heel in 1077 
of the excommunicated 
Holy Roman Emperor 
Henry IV, ostensibly the 
most powerful person in 
Europe. He had to journey 
to Canossa, Italy, to beg on 
his knees the forgiveness 
of the pope. His sin was 
disputing with the pope 
their respective rights in 
naming new bishops. 

In reality, struggles 
between popes and 
monarchs about naming 
of bishops and the proper 
administration of the 
church in each country 
occurred all the time. 
Emperor Henry IV had 
overplayed his hand and 
Rome won that contest but 
there were many more. It’s 
important to grasp that the 
contemporary practice of a 
clear separation of church 
and state simply didn’t 
exist in the medieval mind. 

Indeed, even today, the Ro-
man Catholic Church has 
been in a tug of war with 
the government of China 
over selection of bishops 
and appears on the verge 
of conceding some pre-
rogatives to the country’s 
Communist authorities in 
this controversy. 

After extensive political 
manoeuvring, Henry VIII 
failed to obtain his divorce 
from the then pope, Paul 
III, whose decision rested 
on the dubious merits of 
Henry’s case as well as 
on calculations of political 
advantage to the papacy 
vis-à-vis dicey relations 
with both France and 
the Hapsburg domains. 
Paul, known for his carnal 
appetite and his appoint-
ment of two of his teenage 
grandsons as cardinals, 
was an exemplar of the 
corruption that left the 
papacy in poor reputation 

and fuelled the Reforma-
tion. Despite his personal 
failings, Paul had begun to 
rouse the Roman church 
to meet the challenge 
posed by Martin Luther 
and the other early 
Reformers. He needed 
the Hapsburgs especially 
on his side and was loath 
to displease its Emperor 
Charles V by ruling against 
his aunt, Henry’s queen. 

Henry retaliated by having 
Parliament acknowledge 
him in 1534 as the Su-
preme Head of the Church 
of England, breaking from 
the pope’s ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction. In the context 
of the up-and-down strug-
gles over the centuries 
between monarchs and 
popes, it was a bold move. 
But it was not the final 
word for the church in Eng-
land. Indeed, when Hen-
ry’s daughter Mary reigned 
(1553-58) as queen, the 

(continued on p 33)
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Who’s 
Who at 
Christ 
Church: 
see if 
you can 
recognise 
this 
issue’s 
mystery 
person

Crossways 
helps us 
put a name 

to the familiar 
faces we see 
week after week.
Our mystery person—let’s 
call her Mysteria—was born 
into an old Anglican family. 
In fact, since her father 
was an Anglican priest, 
her earliest memories 
are associated with the 
church. She was the first 
child to have been born in 
the rectory for 50 years, so 
her birth was a joyful event 
in the community. Sadly, 
her father suffered a heart 
attack while he was writing 
his Sunday sermon, and 
died in hospital when his 
daughter was still young. 

The family moved to a 
small fishing village in the 
middle of nowhere to live 
with Mysteria’s maternal 
grandparents, who had 
16 children of their own. 
Mysteria grew up together 
with a brother and a sister 
and innumerable cousins 
surrounded, as she recalls, 
by water, trees, rocks and 
lobster. Her childhood 
memories include having 
to breath on the windows 
in winter, before scrap-

ing the ice off the inside 
pane. There was a wood 
stove and the children had 
to share beds. Mysteria’s 
mother was a primary 
school teacher and eventu-
ally she built a house next 
door to her parents. She 
herself was closely involved 
in the church. One uncle 
was an Anglican priest, a 
cousin would became a 
Roman Catholic priest and 
acting bishop and others 
played an important role in 
the church. Mysteria served 
in church, sang in the choir 
and, from the age of 13 or 
14, played the organ during 
services. She began learn-
ing the piano at the age of 
seven and since she was 
one of only three pianists 
in the school, she was 
frequently called upon to 
play. It had been Mysteria’s 
desire to learn the guitar as 
well, but her brother bagged 
that privilege (and went on 
to become a professional 
guitarist). She contented 
herself with the piano and 
organ. 

After school, Mysteria 
attended an Anglican 
liberal arts college where 
she majored in history. Her 
uncle had been a divinity 
student at the same col-
lege and she herself was 
closely involved in the life 
of the college chapel. In 

?   



29

?
common with most of her 
classmates, she was an 
impressionable country girl 
in the big city. She recalls 
sitting in the dining room 
with her friends when an 
oh-so-cool young European 
in tight jeans, leather jacket 
and a cigarette dangling 
from his lips, nonchalantly 
flung his books on the table 
next to theirs. The girls were 
all suitably impressed, but 
it seems Mysteria was the 
one who caught his eye 
because shortly afterwards 
they started dating.

The following summer Mys-
teria and her boyfriend trav-
elled to Germany and Italy 
with her young aunt and a 
friend who later bacame 
an Anglican priest. A year 
later saw the young couple 
engaged and another year 
later they married. They 
moved to England and Mys-
teria found a job in the box 
office of Chichester Festival 
Theatre. She grew accus-
tomed to bumping into Sir 
Laurence Olivier or Omar 
Sharif in the corridor and of 
course had the opportunity 
to watch the performances. 

The young couple’s next 
move took them to Munich 
where they attended the 
Episcopal church. Although 
she was not formally 

again, this time back to 
Germany and the capital 
at the time, Bonn, where 
the children soon picked 
up German. Mysteria was 
appointed Community 
Liaison Officer at the Brit-
ish Embassy, a job that 
involved checking accom-
modation and arranging 
trips. When the embassy 
moved to Berlin, she was 
responsible for clearing out 
the office. John le Carré was 
present at the lowering of 
the flag and gave a speech 
about his early experiences 
in Bonn.

The family’s next move 
brought them to Vienna in 
2000, where, apparently 
for the first time in their 
married life, the family has 
put down roots. Mysteria 
worked as a school admin-
istrator at one of Vienna’s 
English-speaking schools, 
but family commitments 
made full-time employ-
ment well nigh impossible. 
Instead, she turned her 
energies to Christ Church 
where she has made 
herself indispensable in so 
many different ways. 

Do you recognise Mysteria? 
Wait for the next issue of 
Crossways to find out if 
you’re right, or put on your 
sleuthing cap and discover 
her identity yourself!

employed, Mysteria—busy 
as always—got roped in 
to helping a sick young 
mother ... and continued 
to support the family once 
the mother had recovered. 
Back in England, she found 
a job at the SPCK bookshop 
(Society for the Propagation 
of the Christian Knowledge) 
where she had an oppor-
tunity to chat with the local 
clergy. The mother of her 
sister-in-law had retired 
close by and when she was 
diagnosed with cancer, our 
helpful Mysteria spent time 
keeping her company. 

Mysteria’s next relocation 
took her to the north of 
England where her husband 
had accepted a job offer 
at Bradford University. 
Mysteria also worked at 
the university, helping to 
organize conferences and 
courses. Her two children 
were born there, picking up 
the local accent! The young 
family lived in a house close 
to the university, but waged 
a losing battle against the 
resident mice who would 
run across the sofa while 
they were sitting in front of 
the television. Mouse traps 
only resulted in tiny bruised 
fingers!

True to form, it was not long 
before the family moved X
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For Sally 
Reading 
the Lange 
Nacht der 
Kirchen was 
a night to 
remember. 
Overleaf, 
Rosalind 
Shakespear 
greeted 
visitors in 
the Centre 

Christ 
Church 
opened its 

doors again this 
year to curious 
members of 
other parishes 
and the public.
They were curious about 
the life of churches other 
than their own and eager 
to learn something new 
about the Church and 
the Christian faith. Last 
year our own congregants 
had gone out to catch 
a glimpse of church life 
elsewhere, so this year we 
invited Vienna back to our 
place with a programme 
featuring our African 
riches, Gospel soul, jazz 
stylings and budding act-
ing stars, as well as a non-
stop procession of trays of 
drinks and finger foods to 
keep the party going over 
in the Centre.  

The African Drum Ensem-
ble, led by Chucks Agu, 
kicked off the programme 
with a blaze of virtuoso 
drumming skill.  The songs 
of praise and allelujahs 
enticed some less inhib-
ited members of the con-

gregation to show off their 
own skill as dancers. In 
the tradition of the annual 
African Fest, our drum-
ming group showed that 
Christ Church embraces a 
broad range of inspiration 
and expression and that 
we have many different 
voices in which to sing, 
and drum, our worship 
songs. 

In the next programme 
item, the Chaplain and 
fellow clergy Mike Waltner 
and Robert Kinney an-
swered questions from the 
audience about the Angli-
can Church as a middle 
way between the Catholic 
and Protestant churches.  
The questions revealed a 
lively interest in how our 
Church differs in doctrine 
and practice from each of 
the other traditions, while 
the answers explained 
how, from the time of the 
Reformation, the Anglican 
church has developed and 
defined itself in contrast to 
but also in fellowship with 
the other churches. The 
session included a short 
sartorial interlude, with 
Philip Milton, currently 
on a mentorship scheme 
and therefore fair game, 
stoically modelling clerical 
vestments for the enlight-
enment of the audience.  
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The following item— a dra-
matic and wryly humorous 
enactment of three modern 
parables, directed by Melin-
da May and interwoven 
with music from Peter Kyri-
akos and friends (featuring 
Johanna Cabili-Reuss with 
her glorious renderings of 
old and new favourites)—
showcased the prodigious 
histrionic talents of our 
young church members. 
They reminded us, through 
their thought-provoking 
performances, that God 
will always open the door to 
us, just as we should open 
the door to those seeking 
Him, and that we were cre-
ated to be in relationship 
with others and in intimate 
fellowship with God Him-
self. That message came 
through loud and clear, and 
with some comic flour-
ishes. With such sumptous 
acting talent on display, 
we can only say: next stop 
Broadway!

More music followed, and 
another chance for some 
Christ Church faithful to 
find their dancing rhythm 
(no guilty feet there!). A jazz 
quartet with Robert Kinney 
on keyboards and friends 
on saxophone, guitar and 
drums gave a hint of the 
unsuspected musical po-
tential of one of our clergy, 

previously well hidden but 
now dangerously out in the 
open.  

This Lange Nacht was 
turning out to be a long 
night of revelation and 
delight, to be crowned by a 
superb concert of Gospel 
songs of faith by our 
very own Carole Alston, 
accompanied as ever by 
Herbert Otahal.  Words are 
a poor medium to describe 
the heartfelt intensity 
and warmth of spirit with 
which Carole invokes an 
entire world of suffering 
overcome through faith. 
Her dark, rich, jazz-tinged 
tones, so beautifully 
underlaid by Herbert’s 
nuanced accompani-
ment, were a deep call for 
strength and at the same 
time an expression of joy 
and gratitude to the Lord. 

Again, there was much 
dancing in the pews and 
enthusiastic audience 
participation.  

After such an evening, it 
remains only to thank all 
those involved and espe-
cially Melinda for her su-
perb compering and direc-
tion, Rosalind plus Social 
Committee and caterers, 
who laid on a feast for the 
eyes and the palate, and 
our trusty safety, security 
and logistics team. There 
were many contributions 
of creative flair and hard 
work that went towards 
a memorable evening of 
generous hospitality, wor-
ship and entertainment.  
Christ Church was happy 
and proud to invite our 
neighbours in Vienna to 
“taste and see” that the 
Lord is indeed good.  

MIKE STEVENS

X
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Visitors on 
the Lange 
Nacht 

der Kirchen 
were welcomed 
by Rosalind 
Shakespear.
“It doesn’t happen that 
often that people dance 
in church ... Really good!” 
This was Lukas from Vi-
enna, who told me over a 
glass of wine how he had 
come to Christ Church to 
hear the African music as 
he himself plays the Djem-
be. 

“It was really fun, full of en-
ergy!” Lena and Paula, from 
Upper Austria, had come to 
the Church Centre after the 
African music. They were ex-
cited by the cultural diversity 
of their first Lange Nacht. 
They knew all about the Roy-
al Wedding and wanted to 
talk about it; we agreed that 
it had been a special day.

Brigitte Weiss had spent 
a holiday in Malta several 
years ago where she at-
tended an Anglican service 
and either heard, or sang, 
the words, “God, speak to 
me that I may speak” and 
they fascinated her. Look-
ing in vain for the quote 
ever since, she had come 
to Christ Church determined 
to track it down. She was 
slightly put out because 
the hymn books and prayer 
books were “hidden” (her 
word) but she got hold of 
one, looked up the quote 
and to her delight, found it! 

Lord, speak to me, that I 
may speak 
In living echoes of Thy tone; 
As Thou hast sought, so let 
me seek 
Thy erring children lost and 
lone.

“Every country and culture 
has something to give.” 
Dorin and Fleur Niculescu 
came here four years ago 
from Romania and live 
nearby. They told me they 
had been to the 10.00 
service a few times and 
described the interior of 
Christ Church as “beau-
tiful”. It was a delight to 
meet them and to remi-
nisce about their country, 
always close to my heart.

Gudrun and Beat were big 

fans of Carole after hear-
ing her last year. They had 
started the evening with 
their three young children 
at their own church in 
the 8th district and then 
moved on to the 6th be-
fore coming to hear Carole. 
They had a question about 
the difference between 
Anglicanism and Non-
Conformist churches that 
I did my best to answer 
and were more than happy 
to spend a while relaxing 
and chatting—as well as 
to be photographed, for 
which much gratitude! It 
was near the end of what 
had been an exceptionally 
busy and interesting Lange 
Nacht der Kirchen over in 
the Centre. X
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union between Rome and 
the English church was 
restored completely. Mary 
has come down to us in 
history as “Bloody Mary” 
because so many of those 
who resisted this restora-
tion were burned at the 
stake, just as loyalists to 
Rome had been executed 
in the preceding years. Her 
ferocity, however, alienat-
ed England and paved the 
way for an enduring break 
from papal authority.

That break came when 
her half-sister Elizabeth 
the Great became queen. 
Parliament renewed the 
authority of monarch over 
pope via a new Act of Su-
premacy at the beginning 
of her reign. Rome fretted 
but initially refrained from 
challenging what is known 
in history as The Eliza-
bethan Settlement. Only 
in 1570 did the Vatican 
conclude that restoration 
of papal authority was out 
of the question. It then ex-
communicated Elizabeth, 
declared her reign illegiti-
mate, and specifically re-
leased the English people 
from allegiance to her. The 
practical effect was to give 
a green light to English 
Catholics to overthrow and 
kill their queen. From then 
on, loyalty to the pope 

became treason, a crime 
punishable by death. 

Still, Elizabeth sought 
to avoid the example of 
“Bloody Mary,” sensibly 
stating that she “refused 
to make windows into 
men’s souls.” Outward 
conformity with the law 
and acceptance of her 
as rightful sovereign is 
what she demanded of all. 
There were executions dur-
ing her reign but no active 
attempt to flush out and 
punish those who quietly 
and peacefully continued 
to consider themselves 
Roman Catholics. Public 
practice of Roman Catholi-
cism itself, however, was 
understandably in the cir-
cumstances not allowed.

The Church of England has 
remained apart from the 
Church of Rome since the 
Vatican took this fateful 
step of excommunicating 
Queen Elizabeth. Thus did 
Anglicanism become a 
separate expression of the 
universal Christian faith.

Understandably, with the 
passage of time, the Roman 
and Anglican churches have 
diverged further. In the 19th 
century, Rome asserted 
that the Church of England 

had failed to maintain apos-
tolic succession (valid con-
secration of bishops) and 
so Anglican clergy were not 
real priests. Naturally, An-
glicans rejected this finding 
and also rejected the doc-
trine of papal infallibility, 
which the Roman Catholic 
Church proclaimed in 
1870. Admission of women 
to the priesthood further 
distances us from Rome, 
making sacramental and 
ecclesiastical reunion of the 
two churches inconceivable 
in the foreseeable future. 

Meanwhile, the Church of 
England sought a mid-
dle way between Catholic 
and Protestant doctrine, 
blending understanding of 
Scripture, church tradition 
and reason as its guide 
through a changing world. 

As a kind of footnote, let 
me add that in my country 
the Anglican Church goes 
by the name “Episcopal 
Church USA.” It is headed 
by a Presiding Bishop 
(equivalent of Archbishop), 
currently Michael Curry. 
Presiding Bishop Curry was 
in evidence at the recent 
nuptials of Britain’s Prince 
Harry with the American 
Megan Markle, where he 
delivered a memorable 
wedding sermon. 

(continued from p 27)

X
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Wish 
you were 
there? 
June was 
packed 
with fun 
events for 
members 
of Christ 
Church

The sun shone brightly on the Christ Church BBQ on 
Sunday, 17 June. After our main course, a musical 
quiz with a twist taxed our brains before we were al-
lowed to tuck into dessert! Winners were James and 
Vivian, Patrick and Lucille and Sam and Sanj, closely 
followed by the rest of the crowd.
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The Quiz Evening 
on 1 June at the 
home of Sally and 

Philip Reading was greatly 
enjoyed by all: superb 
organization, splendid 
company, delicious food, 
a lively quiz and, to top it 
all, glorious weather that 
allowed us to enjoy their 
spacious patio garden. 
The overload of adjectives 
notwithstanding, it would 
be hard to imagine a more 
perfect evening.

Six teams competed in 
a quiz that comprised a 
mixed bag of questions 
that featured, in addition 

to general knowl-
edge, a picture 
puzzle and riddles, 
where parents of 
young children had 
a distinct advantage. 
We were slightly 
raucous, somewhat 
loud and totally 
relaxed throughout, 
and cheered the 
two teams that were 
awarded the booby 
prize as loudly as 
Phil’s Angels, Bright 
Brits and Little Dev-
ils, who took first, second 
and third place, respec-
tively. 

Hearty thanks to our hosts 
and we look forward to 
next year’s quiz evening!

On Sunday, 2 June  
we met at the 
Vienna Prater for 

the annual family picnic. 
Thanks to Belinda and 
Lucille for organizing the 
event and to Patrick for 
giving the grace. It was 
great to see that so many 
of the congregation with 
kids could join us. 

The kids clearly had a lot 
of fun at the games, while 
the grown-ups enjoyed 
some well-deserved food 
and drinks in the cool 
shade of a lime tree. 
Thanks to all for bring-
ing so much delicious 
food, nibbles and drinks. 
Outstanding was Mike’s 
Californian noodle salad.

In the doughnut eating 
challenge, all emerged 
as champions and would 
have beaten a school of 
piranhas to it. The egg and  
spoon and three legged 
races across the Prater 
meadows clearly required 
some more skill, as did the 
games of Frisbee. See you 
next year!
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Barbara Davies from 
England joined us with her 
husband, Leslie. She is 
Diocesan President  of the 
Worcester Mothers’ Union.

Edward and Phyllis Cata 
were Christ Church mem-
bers between 1990 and 
1995 when Edward was 
the United States Consul.

Several 
former 
members 

of the congre-
gation joined us 
for the Pentacost 
service this year. 
Malcolm Bricknell and 
his family left Vienna in 
2015 after several years 
of close ties with Christ 
Church. For those who did 
not have a chance to talk 
to him during his recent 
visit to Vienna, he writes: 

We have settled in very 
happily back in Wimbledon. 
I enjoy a more relaxed 
lifestyle since my retire-
ment, playing golf and 
tennis, reading more and 
taking part in plenty of 
bridge tournaments. I still 
sing with a good choir at St 
Mary’s Wimbledon and we 

have sometimes covered 
for the choirs of St Paul’s 
Cathedral and Westmin-
ster Abbey, which is quite 
exciting. I have been doing 
some consulting espe-
cially in activities linked to 
energy access, including a 
project to promote develop-
ment through providing 
small scale off grid electric-
ity systems to rural com-
munities in Kenya. It’s very 
gratifying to see the results 
on the ground.

Diane is in good form. We 
play quite a lot of bridge 
together and she has a 
busy social life. Nicholas is 
at his first year at Reading 
University studying German 
and business studies and 
is enjoying campus life. He 
is the supporting organ-
ist at a local church and 
is studying for the ARCO 
exams. He also completed 
a TEFL course and will be 
using his experience to 
work at a children’s sum-
mer camp in Austria. He 
still finds time to practice 
certain martial arts, not too 
often on his parents fortu-
nately. He is considering 
doing his year abroad in Vi-
enna. Edward is very keen 
on history and classical 
civilisation where he seems 
to be the class expert on 
Greek mythology. He also 
enjoys Aikido and fencing. 

He is currently studying 
university choices.

We are very happy to see 
friends from Vienna when-
ever they pass through 
London and meanwhile 
send our best wishes to all 
at Christ Church.
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Pentecost is always a 
lively occasion but 
this year was partic-

ularly memorable. The col-
ourful national costumes, 
Mike’s impassioned sermon, 
the readings in exotic (and 
not so exotic) languages and 
the informal African percus-
sion band created a joyful 
atmosphere that epitomized 
everything we value in our 
church. As Phyllis Cata, visit-
ing from the USA, observed: 
“Pentecost was truly lived 
here today at Christ Church”. 
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July 7 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at s’ Häferl

July 14 (Sat) 18.00 Concert of mixed music, Choir of Gonville &  
   Caius College, Cambridge

July 28 (Sat) 14.00 Walk in the Lobau with Claus Vogl

Aug 18 (Sat) 10.00 Walk on the Rax Mountain:  
   Patrick Knox-Peebles

Aug 25 (Sat) 10.00 Council Planning Day

Sept 5 (Wed) 10.15 Everybody Welcome Course begins

Sept 8 (Sat) 10.00 Christ Church Family Day, Schönstattzentrum

Sept 9 (Sun) 10.00 Kids´ Church resumes

Sept 15 (Sat) 09.00 Annual Parish Outing

Oct 1 (Mon) 19.00 Alpha Course begins

Oct 6 (Sat) 17.00 Animal Blessing Service

Oct 7 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving

Oct 14 (Sun) 10.00 Admission to Holy Communion at 10.00 
   service

Nov 10 (Sat) 10.50 Vienna Remembrance Sunday service  
   transferred

Nov 11 (Sun) 10.50 Klagenfurt Remembrance Sunday service

Nov 24 (Sat) 10.30 Christ Church Advent Bazaar 2018

DO YOU WANT TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE CROSSWAYS?

As you will know, new data protection laws have come into force in Europe. If you would 
like to continue receiving Crossways and the weekly mailing, please reply by email 
(office@christchurchvienna.org) or by post stating: “I wish to continue to receive the 
Weekly Wrap and Crossways and hereby give my consent for Christ Church Vienna to 
hold my personal data for this purpose.” If we do not hear from you, we are required to 

remove your details from our database. 
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Bazaar Coordinator Derek Lacey  06991/6521115  
Bible Notes  Patricia Hutchinson 01-406 0709 
Bible Study (Sun.)  vacant contact Church Office 
Church Shop  Diana Dopheide  01-513 8272 
Coffee Rota  Lola Ogunfojuri  0676/9418869 
Crossways  Judy Castelino  0650/4747473 
Mailing list  Erica Schenk  01-7148900 
Electoral Roll  Alexander Rösch  01-971 8907 
Environment Officer Herbert Stenzenberger 02230/9185 
Flower Rota  Vivian Stenzenberger    02230/9185 
Social Committee  Rosalind Shakespear*  
Kids’ Church   Lucille Curran  01-718 5902  
Lesson Readers  Morkor Korley  01-409 5167 
Librarian   Ian Begg  0699/19471678  
Pledge Envelopes  Judy Hall  0664/4528893 
Prayer Ministry  Patrick Curran  01-718 5902 
Prison Visiting  Isolde Pezet  01-282 7717 
Publicity   Molly Hogle  0676/3100514 
Sacristry and Linen Andrew Seneviratne 0660/1469547 
Safeguarding Officer Erica Schenk  01-7148900 
Servers   vacant  
Sidespersons rota  Manfred Reiter  0677/61387282 
Soundings (Tues. eve.) Patrick Curran  01-714 8900 
Toddler Group (Thur.) Revi Nagel          contact Church Office 
Website   Claus Michalek  0699/11844519

TH
E CH

UR
CH

 CO
UN

CIL
Chaplain (Chairman) Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 01-7148900 
Honorary Asst. Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 0676/4869631 
Lay Vice-Chairman  Elisabeth Stanners 01-974 1657 
Churchwardens  Philip Reading 01-4785882 
   Elisabeth Stanners 01-974 1657 
Honorary Treasurer Judy Hall 0664/4528893  
Archdeaconry Synod  Morkor Korley  01-409 5167 
   Angela Peake-Herzog 06991/051 5841 
Diocesan Synod  Miranda Kopetzky 02239/2562 
Members  Sunday Ajayi 0664/5175071 
   Sam Ifeagwu 01-974 9061 
   Derek Lacey 06991/6521115 
   Melinda May  06991/2561193 
   Manfred Reiter 0677/61387282 
   Alexander Rösch 0650/6742277 
   Frank Sauer   frankgcsauerma@gmx.net



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück/Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, Jaurèsgasse 12, A-1030 Vienna

Concert at Christ Church: 
Music for a Summer’s Evening

When:  14 July, starting at  
   18.00

Who:   The choir of Gonville  
   & Caius College,  
   Cambridge, England

Programme: A selection of British 
   choral music, folk 
   songs and madrigals

Followed by:  A cheese and wine  
   reception


