


2

The opinions expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors and should 
not necessarily be considered as carrying the 
endorsement of Christ Church, its officers or 
the Editor.

The 100th celebration issue of Crossways 
presents past cover pictures in miniature (a 
magnifying glass may be useful). Many members 
of the congregation will recall the first issue, 
“newcomers” can read past issues at the website. 
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The covers of past issues of Crossways 
arouse in me, as I imagine they will in readers, 

a mixed bag of emotions: some bring a smile, some 
a warm memory, others a sense of loss. Most of, but 
sadly not all, those pictured on the covers are still part 
of our congregation. It has been a beautiful experience 
to see children grow, move on and especially joyful 
to meet them again at Christ Church. Some cover 
photos recall momentous events: weddings, baptisms, 
confirmations, ordinations. Others were taken during 
church retreats, outings or other social occasions. 
We have a visual record of nativity plays, Mothering 
Sundays, animal blessing services, Christingle and 
other special occasions, in short a cross-section of the 
rich life of Christ Church, past and present. 

While many of our services reflect the exuberance of 
the congregation (see p35), Easter at Christ Church 
also provides opportunities for quiet reflection. For 
me personally, the ecumenical service at midday on 
Good Friday, the Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
Liturgies, as well as the Easter Vigil on Saturday 
bring me closer to God than at any other time of the 
year. Solemn, dignified and intensely moving, all four 
services remind us once again why we are Christians. 
Details and photos of past services are given on 
p14. I know that the Easter Sunday service is also 
a beautiful family event but it is one that I am never 
able to attend—except for Easter 1973 when my elder 
daughter was baptised by the Revd. Bruce Duncan. 

This year, Christ Church is organizing a special Easter 
service for families with babies and young children 
that will be held in the Church Centre. In this way, the 
youngest members of the congregation will be able 
to enjoy their own service in a relaxed atmosphere. 
I would encourage all those with young families to 
attend so that the initiative is repeated in coming years. 
We are fortunate at Christ Church to have on offer a 
rich array of activities, both within and outside the 
church, from parish outings to pilgrimages to picnics 
to pancake evenings, to name just four. It is these, 
as much as our services, that make us a community. 

I wish readers a happy and blessed Eastertide.
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This special edition marks and 
celebrates the 100th issue of 

Crossways. In the first issue 
(February 2006), I wrote about 
the use of technology, which 
remains a perennial question 
that each generation needs to 
face honestly and with prudence. 
In the first issue, the editor also 
conducted an interview with 
me during which she asked, 
“What role would you like to see 
Crossways play?” I answered, 

“The Church magazine is a door 
onto our community. It should be 
professional, informative, welcoming 
and most important of all, it should 
remind people of why we’re here and 
what we’re doing.”

Looking back over twelve years, I 
believe that we have achieved those 
objectives time and time again. And 
if a copy is late in going out or we 
miss a month some people are soon 
in touch asking about where their 
copy of Crossways is, which is 
a sign of how much Crossways 
is appreciated, but also of how it 
connects us as a church both near 
and far. By any reckoning, twelve 
years is a significant period of time. 
So our thanks go especially to Judy 
and those who have ensured that 
it is sent out. Chief amongst these 
have been Miranda and Alan(†) 
assisted by Patricia and Judy’s 
son-in-law Sanj. In a spread-out 
chaplaincy like ours, living Christian 
community in a meaningful manner 
is forever a challenge. One of the 
signs of Christian life is life lived in 

community. Christian life is not only 
an individual pursuit. It also embraces 
and lives fellowship (Greek: koinonia). 
Forms of modern communication 
help us in this endeavour as well as 
Crossways. By the way, all back 
issues of Crossways can be found 
on our new church website under 
“connect” and by then scrolling down. 

Looking up the number one hundred in 
Wikipedia, I came across the obvious 
like “100 or one hundred (Roman 
numeral: C ) is the natural number 
following 99 and preceding 101” 
or “100 is the basis of percentages 
… with 100 per cent being a full 
amount.” In science “100 degrees is 
the boiling temperature of pure water 
at sea level on the Celsius scale.” The 
one that brought a smile to my face 
was under the category In Religion, “A 
religious Jew is expected to utter at 
least 100 blessings daily.” Now that 
is a challenge! 

One of the traits of Christians is to 
utter blessings daily, continually. 
Think of the Jewish challenge of 100 
blessings. A long time ago I learnt not 
to speak of luck, but rather of being 
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blessed. I am blessed. We are blessed. 
I don’t take it for granted.

A saying comes to mind: “Count your 
blessings one by one, see what the 
Lord has done.” The saying is from a 
song called simply Count your blessings 
written by one Johnson Oatman, Jr. in 
1897. The first verse of the song goes 
as follows: 

“When upon life’s billows you are 
tempest-tossed,   
When you are discouraged, thinking all 
is lost,   
Count your many blessings, name them 
one by one,   
And it will surprise you what the Lord 
has done.” 

The song is a call to gain perspective. 
To put whatever challenges us, 
whatever burdens us, whatever is 
about to overwhelm us. like the 
cross that each of us has to bear, 
into a larger frame by counting our 
blessings. There is much wisdom in 
such an approach to daily living. 

I want to suggest that the invitation 
to utter at least 100 blessings daily 
is preventative. It will check any 
bitterness that may be knocking at 
our hearts, such as “our envy of those 
more fortunate than ourselves” (from 
the Ash Wednesday liturgy). The 
psalmist can write, “I will praise thee; 
for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made: marvellous are thy works; and 
that my soul knoweth right well.” (KJV 
Psalm 139.14)

This, as I said, is the 100th issue of 
Crossways. Each issue has told the 

story of a church that is blessed in at 
least 100 ways and I strongly suspect 
many more. Each issue has been a 
blessing to us as each tells the story 
of a living Christian community, of a 
local church that is desirous to serve 
God in Jesus Christ inspired by the 
Holy Spirit.

At our annual church meeting in 2015 
we pledged ourselves as a church 
to future service knowing ourselves 
blessed and wanting in turn to be 
a blessing to God’s world in God’s 
service.  

Led by God’s grace, we aim to:

Inspire our community to live and 
work to God’s praise and glory;

Provide for the worship needs of 
our community through a range of 
services and ministries;

Reach out to younger generations in 
ways that affirm the relevance of the 
Christian faith for today;

Engage with one another through 
the shared experience of worship, 
education and social events;

Share and meet with those in need, 
donating ten per cent of our income 
to charity;

Serve God through service to others.
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When I offered to take over the 
church magazine over 12 years 

ago, little did I think that I was signing 
up for 100 plus issues. The former 
Church Bulletin was a tough act to 
follow, but desktop publishing and 
remote printing provided the flexibility 
for a completely new look and feel to 
the publication. I was not a newcomer 
to magazines, having produced 
a couple during my professional 
career. Nor was I a newcomer to 
Christ Church; my first service was 
in early June 1970 immediately after 
my arrival in Vienna, although my 
attendance was sporadic during the 
twenty years I lived outside Vienna.  

Patrick gave me a more or less free 
rein to design (and name) the new 
publication. “Crossways” was a 
working title, but in the event neither 
I nor those I consulted could come 
up with anything better, so it stuck. I 
designed a layout and format that was 
both easy to print and easy to read, 
and it has remained unaltered for 100 
issues. It is probably now time to give 
it a face-lift or even a total work-over 
and this I will attempt in the coming 
weeks. Suggestions welcome!

In common with any publication, 
Crossways can only be as good 
as its contributors. With the help 
of my granddaughter, I was able to 
extract the names of all contributors 
over the past 100 issues. There were 
105 in all! Most impressively, nine 
people had contributed between five 
and nine articles and ten contributors 
had written more than ten articles 
(see Roll of Honour). It is a source of 

great encouragement and satisfaction 
that the number of contributors 
has increased over the years. Each 
member of our congregation has 
his or her own story to tell and the 
diversity of our members in terms of 
profession, ethnicity, age, religious 
background and past experiences 
adds richness to the fabric of Christ 
Church. I trust that those who have 
not yet shared their experiences 
with others through the media of 
Crossways, will see fit to do so in 
the near future.

Glimpsing through past issues, I 
find myself smiling at Aileen Hackl’s 
inimitable blend of pithy wit and 
spirituality (25 contributions!), 
marvelling at Fred Gruber’s unique 
ability to make history come alive 
and admiring Claus Vogl’s erudite 
yet eminently readable examination 
of a wide range of topics, from trees 
to monasteries, where he draws on 
his deep knowledge of the Bible (19 
contributions). 

Mike Stevens (14 contributions) 
has, over the past few years, added 
intellectual depth to Crossways and 
his book reviews in particular have 
been an eye-opener. Laura Fairburn 
shared with us in 13 thoughtful 
articles her profound knowledge of 
the Scriptures and I have re-read them 
with pleasure. David Hope served 
as the magazine’s roving reporter, 
providing 13 amusing accounts of 
events that left us wishing we had 
been there! Sam Ifeagwu, himself a 
journalist, has been a regular, willing 
and much appreciated author of 13 

Thank You
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articles. Rosalind Shakespear (12 
contributions) is a skilled and intuitive 
writer who, again, has covered a 
range of topics over the years. Philip 
Reading can be both serious and 
amusing and his ten contributions 
were always a welcome addition to 
the magazine. The Vienna-themed 
short stories of James Mackintosh, 
(who moved away from Vienna) make 
a good read for anyone perusing back 
numbers. They will be of particular 
interest to newcomers wishing to 
learn more about our host city. It is 
impossible, of course, to mention all 
contributors. Suffice it to say that the 
greater the number of contributors, 
the more interesting the publication.

I take the majority of the photos 
that appear in Crossways myself 
and draw on an extensive archive of 
holiday pictures whenever needed. 
The most professional photos in the 
magazine, however, are courtesy 
of Robert Reuss to whom I owe a 
heartfelt “thank-you”. I would also 
like to express my gratitude to those 
working behind the scenes: Miranda 
Kopetzky and Patricia Hutchinson, 
who have faithfully labelled and 
dispatched Crossways month 
after month; Lucille Curran and 
my husband, John, whose careful 
proofreading was an invaluable help; 
Claus Michalek, who was scrupulous 
in making sure that the magazine 
appeared in a timely manner on our 
website.

Naturally, there are many more people 
who have helped over the years, 
whether as willing—or occasionally 

reluctant—interviewees for Who’s 
Who at Christ Church, by providing 
information for articles or in any 
number of different ways.

It goes without saying that the 
magazine owes its greatest debt to 
the Chaplain, the Revd. Canon Patrick 
Curran without whose support, ideas, 
patience and commitment there 
would have been no Crossways. 
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Discussion appears to have 
resumed on aspects of the Lord’s 

Prayer which, over the years, have led 
to suggestions for major changes or, 
indeed, re-translation. It appears that 
the Church of England, unlike others 
across the Christian world and the 
universal Church, is not yet officially 
involved in the conversation. 

It was Pope Francis who last 
December once again pointed to the 
sentence which reads: “And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.” The Pope, an outspoken 
reformer, appears not to agree with 
those who think the Lord God would, 
for any reason whatsoever, lead us 
into temptation. He argues that only 
the devil will do that in a bid to get 
us all into all manner of trouble. The 
Lord can only save his people from 
temptation and not lead us that way. 
The Pope would like to see the phrase 
changed. He told the Italian television 
channel Tv2000 that a more correct 
version should read: “Do not let 
us fall into temptation.” He said 
“A father does not let his child fall; 
instead, a father helps his child get 
up immediately.”

Since the beginning of his papacy, 
Pope Francis (formerly Cardinal Jorge 
Mario Bergoglio) has not shied away 
from controversy. Instead, he has 
tackled several issues head on. He is 
a Cardinal who would rather prepare 
for the future than administer the 
past. Many experts argue that the 
current Lord’s Prayer phrase is “a 
translation from the Latin Vulgate, 

a 4th century Latin version of the 
Bible which itself was translated 
from ancient Greek, Hebrew and 
Aramaic.” There are allegedly several 
such “false translations” elsewhere 
in the Bible, which seem to give 
substance to atheists and non-
church goers. It should also be noted 
that Archbishop Cardinal Christoph 
Schönborn disclosed that there is 
actually a new “Catholic” German 
translation of the Bible in its entirety, 
authorized by the Vatican.

The Lord’s Prayer is a prayer we say 
daily and it is the best known prayer 
in the Christian world. It guides us, it 
helps us, it encourages us, it assures 
us. But perhaps we should follow 
closely the running conversation, 
especially since the clergy and its 
leaders such as the Pope are involved.  

For many lay people, semi-educated 
in religion and the scriptures, 
there is another line in the Lord’s 
Prayer which goes: “Forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.”  Maybe this 
should also read differently: “Forgive 
us our trespasses and help us to 
forgive those who trespass against 
us.”  Or, alternatively: “Forgive us 
our trespasses and teach us to forgive 
those who trespass against us.”  

The rationale behind the last two 
lines is that in truth we rarely fully 
forgive those who transgress against 
us; we either nail them or at the very 
least fight back. In some cases, we do 
what we can to get the constitution 
and the law after them. And, we 

As our Saviour taught us ...
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certainly do not want the Lord to treat 
us the same. In fact, in the Christ 
Church wrap of Sunday, 21 January 
(Third Sunday of Epiphany), there 
was an excerpt from Colossians 3:12-
14, a line which read: “Help us forgive 
one another as you have forgiven us.” 
(from the Good News adapted Bible). 

Kind-hearted or  not ,  in  th is 
challenging, complex world, many 
cannot imagine forgiving. Neither 
can we look the other way at child-
molesters, “religious” terrorists and 
present-day slave traders, to mention 
but a few.  

Even where the Church is merciful, 
the legal system in the countries we 
live in will have a hard time declaring 
these criminals innocent, let alone 
setting them free. And those in our 
constitutional Courts are genuine 
and true Christians. Thus, many 
beseech our Saviour to kindly forgive 
us our mistakes and help or teach 
us to forgive others who “trespass” 
against us.  

But be that as it may, most of the 
rest of the Christian world, anyway, 

still ask the Lord to “Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.”  
We shall all say the same, Sunday 
next. The conversation continues....

The photos were taken at the Church of 
the Pater Noster, Mount of Olives, Israel 
and show the Lord’s Prayer in Yoruba 
(the mother tongue of Emmanuel above), 
Konkani (John’s mother tongue, left) and 
Swahili (below). We visited this Carmelite 
monastery during the Christ Church 
pilgrimage in 2012.
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On Sunday, 28 January, we were 
honoured with the presence 

in Christ Church of Bishop Heinz 
Lederleitner, head of the Old Catholic 
Church in Austria. Bishop Lederleitner 
delivered an interesting sermon on 
the subject of friendship, drawing on 
his experience in the Philippines with 
the Philippine Independent Church 
(IFI: Iglesia Filipina Independiente). 
Since 1960, the IFI has been in 

full communion with the Anglican 
Church. Our Chaplain, the Canon 
Patrick Curran, in welcoming the 
Bishop to our service, reminded us 
that the Austrian Old Catholic Church 
is itself in full communion with the 
Church of England. At the end of the 
service, Bishop Lederleitner blessed 
those participating in Kids’ Church as 
well as the decorative candles they 
had produced for Candelmas.

A Bishop’s Visit
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Everything seems possible in 
Vienna! Where else would 

representatives of a Muslem country 
buy up a former palace on the 
Ringstrasse, renovate it, and use it 
as a centre of interreligious dialogue, 
even though that is tricky (to say the 
least) in their home country? 

Recently I attended an evening there  
entitled “Interreligious Encounters in 
India.” This was to open an exhibition 
of photos taken by photographer 
Gina Salame Hanono when she 
accompanied Rabbi Hofmeister on 
a journey through India, from the 
Himalayas in the north, to the hot 
and humid south. On the way, Rabbi 
Hofmeister spoke to many people, 
young and old, rich and poor. He 
chatted with Hindus, Muslems, 
Buddhists, Jain, Jews  and Christians—
both lay and clergy—and heard how 
they lived their lives and impacted 
on one another on a daily basis, in a 
peaceful manner. Gina’s beautiful and 
thoughtful photos document these 
encounters and were truly fascinating.

Ind ia  has  a  larger 
population than North 
America, Europe and 
Australia combined. 
About 80% are Hindu, 
13% Muslem and 7% 
Christian, with small 
minor i t ies  of  Jews, 
Buddhists and Jains. 
I  was interested to 
learn that, globally-
speaking, most of us 
—over 85%—define 
ourselves first of all by 

our religion. In my case, coming from 
North America, I guess I start with 
my gender: a woman, wife, mother 
and grandmother. Then probably 
my nationality, Canadian, English-
speaking, living here in German-
speaking Austria. Only then would I 
say I am a Christian. I wonder how 
you would define yourself?

The dialogue continued later over 
drinks and nibbles (kosher for Jews 
and halal for Muslems) and I met 
friends from the Christian/Muslem 
Women’s Dialogue Group which I 
attend. One of the women is writing 
her doctorate at the University of 
Vienna on counselling in an Islamic 
context. Another teaches Islamic 
children religion in junior school 
and a third, a Christian, is a hospital 
chaplain in a large children’s hospital.

The dialogue continues, here and 
now, with our neighbours and the 
strangers we meet on the tram. Let’s 
keep talking and learn about and from 
each other!

Vienna Dialogue
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Our modern culture in which we 
are living spawns ever more 

new electronic gadgets and “apps” 
that claim our attention. People 
everywhere, myself included, seem to 
welcome the liberating effects of these 
constantly evolving new technologies. 

However, they come at a cost. A 
contemporary German philosopher 
has coined the term “connected 
isolationism,” by which he means 
people living inside of self-constructed 
social-media bubbles but leading 
essentially lonely lives. If the old 
African saying is true that “it takes a 
village to raise a child,” then the rise 
of “virtual reality” at the expense of 
traditional bonds of local community 
should concern us all.

Several years ago, at the beginning 
of what has become the Age of 
Social Media, a perceptive American 
sociologist, Robert Putnam, wrote 
Bowling Alone .  The book drew 
from his research about the falling 
numbers of people who participate 
in organized activities together—from 
bowling leagues to neighbourhood 
associat ions to churches.  He 
found that individuals and their 
immediate families, immersed in 
constructing online their own “virtual 
communities”, have ever less time for 

Community and Crossways

the real ones where they live. 

Steeply declining religious observance 
in Europe and North America is one 
reflection of this technology-fueled 
“autonomous individualism.” Ideally, 
the church serves as a place of 
encounter where people of different 
affinities, temperament, experience 
and circumstances come together 
in worship, fellowship and service. 
Bubbles get popped. We accept the 
obligation to love one another as 
Jesus loves us. We learn from each 
other and grow in appreciation of one 
another despite all our differences.

Many things hold a church community 
together. At Christ Church, some of 
the strongest binding glue over many 
years has been Crossways. We 
can look back over the stretch of a 
hundred issues and see an ongoing 
chronicle of our life together as a 
community of faith. I suppose most 
churches have newsletters or periodic 
publications of one sort or another, 
but I’ve rarely encountered one that 
has the professional layout, variety 
of features, photo coverage, and 
Anglican catholicity of Crossways. 

Having been involved in an earlier 
phase of my life with publishing, I 
have some grasp of how hard it is to 
pull together all the pieces that make 
up a successful publication. In a good 
one, we tend to take for granted the 
combination of editorial, artistic and 
design skills that go into every new 
issue. Crossways is a great gift to 
the life of the congregation of Christ 
Church and to the wider circle of 
friends who receive it in the mail.
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Community and Crossways

In our household, the new issue 
is always awaited with certain 
eagerness. In virtually every edition, 
we find some new perspective about 
our faith. We learn more about the 
diversity and talents of people in the 
congregation of Christ Church and 
the range of activities that takes place 
under the umbrella of the church. In 
a healthy Christian community, the 

more we get to know one another, 
the stronger can be the bonds that 
unite us and sustain our witness in 
an increasingly secularized wider 
society. The exceptionally high 
quality of Crossways bolsters our 
collective life at Christ Church. Let’s 
pray that it may flourish as a beacon 
of our community for hundreds of 
more issues! 

Carols at Epiphany

For the sixth year in succession, 
Christina and Mike Stevens 

welcomed the community of Christ 
Church to their home on 5 January 
for the annual Last Chance Carols 
Sing-along bring ‘n share. It was an 
assembly of some of the best singers 
and musicians in the congregation. 

Christina was “hands-on” as was 
Mike. Following opening prayers, 
Collect and the story of the Epiphany 
by Patrick, guests were invited to 
select their favourite carols for all to 
sing, drawn from a list that included  
The First Noel, Joy to the World, Ding 
Dong Merrily on High, Silent Night, Unto 
us is born a Son and Away in a Manger.  
It was a choice selection including 
many that were missed (for time 
constraints) during our Christmas 
services. We also sang, in German,  O 
Tannenbaum and O Du Fröhliche.

The group had the pleasure of listening 
to Lucille Curran on the piano, with 
Claus Vogl by her side. A young 
boy impressively sang along with 

everyone and spent some useful time 
with Patrick. Ever-helpful Herbert 
assisted Mike in serving drinks. Mike 
was extremely grateful to those who 
brought-to-share, in line with our 
longstanding church tradition. 

It was a warm and friendly, family-
type gathering, which in addition 
to carols featured New Year wishes 
and prayers by Melinda: “May God 
make your year a happy one ... not 
by granting you unbroken sunshine, 
but by keeping your face bright, even 
in the shadows.” As the traditional 
African proverb puts it: “the easiest 
way to improve your looks is to 
wear a smile.” Melinda then treated 
us to a literary tribute to Scotland 
with a reading in praise of Scottish 
inventions and accomplishments. 
Hyacinth, Christina and Jan delivered 
the Twelve Days of Christmas.

People reluctantly left after several 
hours of pleasant entertainment. 
looking forward to the next such 
gathering, post-Christmas, 2018!  

by Sam
 Ifeagw

u



14

Easter at Christ Church

Maundy Thursday, 29 March, 20.00  
A solemn service followed by a one 
hour vigil for those who wish to 
mark Christ’s time in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. The sacraments are 
blessed for the following day and the 
celebrants wash the feet of members 
of the congregation as Christ washed 
his disciples’ feet at the Last Supper.

Palm Sunday, 25 March, 10.00  
We assemble in the church garden 
and are given palms to hold. The 
palms are blessed and singing the 
first hymn, usually All Glory Laud 
and Honour, we walk in procession 
into the church for the Palm Sunday 
service. The palms are returned 
to Christ Church before Lent to be 
burned for ashes for Ash Wednesday.

Good Friday, 30 March, 12.30  
An Ecumenical Service takes place at 
12.30 where we are joined by other 
English-speaking congregations. 
The theme varies from year to year, 
but is naturally centred around the 
Crucifixion. This year’s service is  
organized at Christ Church by the 
English-speaking Methodist Pastor.  

The Good Friday Liturgy, 18.00  
The Good Friday Liturgy consists of 
the Liturgy of the Word, the Veneration 
of the Cross and Holy Communion as 
well as the singing of the Reproaches. 
The Liturgy of the Word also includes 
the reading of the Passion Gospel 
according to St. John in a dramatic 
form, with different voices.  
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Retreat in May



Easter Eve, 31 March, 21.00  
At the start of the Easter Vigil, we 
assemble in the church garden at 
21.00 for the lighting of the Easter 
Fire and the nailing and lighting of 
the Paschal Candle. Moving into the 
darkened church, we light our own 
candles. Later, we gather around the 
font to renew our baptismal vows and 
celebrate the first Eucharist of Easter. 

Easter Sunday, 1 April, 10.00  
This year, in addition to the traditional 
Easter Sunday service at 10.00 there 
will be a special service for families 
with young children in the Church 
Centre (see notices). The church tends 
to fill up quickly on Easter Day, so 
plan on arriving in good time.

I am pleased to announce that 
David Pileggi, the Vicar of Christ 

Jerusalem will be leading this year’s 
retreat. Some of you met him on 
the Christ Church pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land in 2012. David and Carol, 
David’s wife, were my hosts for a 
week long stay in Jerusalem during 
last year’s sabbatical. 

The full title of this year’s retreat 
is “Rediscovering the rich Jewish 
heritage of the Church and how 
it can help us better practice our 
faith”. The titles of the five talks are 
“The Sabbath, building God a temple 
in time”, “The Sabbath and the 

salvation of our 21st century 
souls”, “Deriving guidance and 
instruction from Torah”, “Why 
be afraid of holiness?” and 
“Following a rabbi in the first 
century: following Jesus today”. 
The title of the Sunday sermon 
is “Praying the prayer 
that Jesus taught: 
a deeper look at a 
“dangerous” prayer”. 
The retreat is from 11 
to 13 May. Register now 
with Andrew Rooke as 
space is limited.  
 The Chaplain
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Well of course we don’t know 
what 2018 wil l  bring or 

whether it will be worth remembering. 
What we do know is that 2018 is a 
year to recall significant events that 
occurred 50, 80, 100 and 150 years 
ago, especially in or near Austria. 

Since this is the 100th issue of 
Crossways, let’s start with the 
100th anniversary of Austria as a 
republic in more or less its present 
form. The end of World War I in 
1918 brought with it the collapse of 
the multinational Austro-Hungarian 
Empire, the formation of nation-based 
successor states (including “German” 
Austria), the exile of the Habsburgs, 
the proclamation of first republic and 
the vote for women. 

1938 is remembered for  the Anschluss 
of Austria to Nazi Germany and 
the beginning of the systematic 
persecution of Jews with the so-
called November pogroms (or, as 
the Nazis themselves sarcastically 
named, the Reichs-Kristallnacht). We at 
Christ Church remember these events 
permanently with the Charles Grimes 
memorial plaque on the south wall of 
the church entrance.

1968 saw the Prague Spring, in which 
the Soviet system was challenged by 
liberal politicians and a large part of 
public opinion in Czechoslovakia. It 
was a tense time for Austria, which 
received refugees from neighbouring 
communist countries all through the 
post-war period. The suppression of 
the reform movement by the Soviets 
and their Warsaw Pact allies revived 
memories of the Soviet occupation 

in Austria, which had only ended 13 
years previously. At the same time, 
the young generation in the West, 
starting in California and Paris, was 
also demanding reforms, both in 
the universities and within society 
at large. 

1848, that was the year in which the 
bourgeois liberal elites all over Europe 
rose up against the post-Napoleonic 
order exemplified by Metternich 
and his police state. It is perhaps 
of particular interest right now 
because of its connection with the 
student fraternities (Burschenschaften), 
which trace their tradition back to 
that revolution, but have since—
especially in Austria—developed in 
ways that are widely regarded as far-
right, reactionary, and distressingly 
nonchalant about antisemitism, and 
are represented in the current new 
government to a degree many find 
worrying. 

The Federal Chancellor’s office has 
an official commemorative website 
on www.oesterreich100.at. Events 
this year will include a solemn 
official commemoration in November, 
and perhaps most excitingly, the 
opening of a new museum, the Haus 
der Geschichte, in the Hofburg on 
Heldenplatz (www.hdgoe.at). This 
will be an important step for Austrians 
in their endeavour, you could even call 
it a struggle, to define and come to 
terms with their history. The debate 
over its siting, funding and mission 
has been going on for many years, 
and is certain not to be over with the 
opening of the museum.

2018: a year to remember
by
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The Museum Niederösterreich in St. 
Pölten is showing a special exhibition 
on 1918 that will be open all year. 
(www.museumnoe.at).

Tours in English of Schloss Eckartsau, 
the home of the last imperial couple, 
Karl and Zita, by Australian historian 
Kerry Tattersall, will be offered in 
June, July and September (www.
schlosseckartsau.at).

Strange Meeting, a contemporary 
chamber opera based on the 
eponymous poem by Wilfred Owen, 
will be performed in Innsbruck on 
Remembrance Day, 11 November 2018 
(www.zehm.at).

Christ Church will be observing 
Remembrance Day twice this year, 
once on Saturday 10 November in 
Vienna, and again on Sunday 11 
November at the British War Graves 
site in Klagenfurt.

Art lovers will not want to miss 
the Rachel Whiteread exhibition at 
the Belvedere 21. This British artist 
is best known to the Viennese for 
her Holocaust Memorial on the 
Judenplatz. The exhibition, curated by 
Tate Britain, is on from March to July 
(and will go on to Washington D.C. 
and St. Louis) (www.belvedere.at).

Coincidentally, 1918 was also a sadly 
significant year for the arts in Austria, 
seeing the death of the painters 
Gustav Klimt, Egon Schiele and 
Koloman Moser and the architect Otto 
Wagner. They will be remembered in 
special exhibitions in the places you 
would expect:

Klimt: Leopold Museum, 22 June to 
4 November (www.leopoldmuseum.
org);

Unteres Belvedere, 23.3.-26.8.2018 
(www.belvedere.at);

MAK: Klimt’s Magic Garden. A Virtual 
Reality Experience by Frederick Baker 
7.2.-22.4.2018 (www.mak.at);

Kunsthistorisches Museum: Stairway 
to Klimt. Climb the scaffolding to see 
the original murals by Gustav Klimt 
and his brother. 13.2.-2.9.2018 (www.
khm.at);

Egon Schiele:  Leopold Museum, until 
4 November (www.leopoldmuseum.
org);

Unteres Belvedere, from October 2018 
(www.belvedere.at);

Ot to  Wagner :  Wien  Museum 
Karlsplatz, 15 March to 7 October 
(www.wienmuseum.at).

I look back with the greatest pleasure 
over the copies of 10 years or more 

of Crossways. There are happy 
memories of family picnics, barn 
dances, BBQ’s, African Fests, Nativity 
Plays and Church Bazaars. Not to 
forget the recordings of baptisms, 
confirmations, weddings and also, 
sadly, memorials. It all reads like a 
diary for me (and I must admit I enjoy 
the photos of my own three children 
growing up at Christ Church!).  
  Alexandra Schmidt

Memories ...
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When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”  The 
crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”  Matthew 21:10
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“I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.” John 11:25-26



A little while back, Robert Kinney led some Soundings sessions on “Typology in 
the Bible”, as a way of understanding the Bible. It was always intended to conclude 
the typology sessions with a visit to the Verdun Altar at Stift Klosterneuburg. 
The date and time have now been fixed for Saturday, 28 April, from 13.45 to 
approximately 18.00. The visit to the altar will conclude with a short service 
followed by a walk (90 minutes) and a glass or two of wine or other beverage in 
the wine cellar. Please register via the office church by 25 April.

Church Notices
22
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A group of twenty will be heading for Jordan after Easter with Biblische Reisen, 
14-21 April. We will be visiting Jordan focussing on the Biblical sites, landscape 
and Petra. As part of Soundings and to prepare us for our adventure Claus Vogl 
will talk to us about Gideon and Moses and their connections to Jordan. See 
Soundings notice.

The first Theology on Tap (ToT) session of the year asks the question, “Does sin 
still matter?”. Our special guest is Bishop Heinz Lederleitner of the Old Catholic 
Church in Austria. ToT is a clergy-led initiative to take matters concerning life and 
faith from a Christian perspective into the wider community. In order to do so, 
ToT takes place in a non-church venue on 1 March at 19.00 in Café Museum (1st 
district). Someone from the team will be there from 18.30 onwards to welcome 
enquirers. Food and refreshments can be ordered before and during the session.

Men’s Breakfast on 3 March  
The next men’s breakfast is on Saturday, 3 March at 9.00 in the Church Centre. 
We will continue to explore whether or not sin still matters and what it is. Please 
contact the Chaplain if you would like to attend.

Breakfast with Bishop David Hamid on 31 March  
Bishop David will be with us for a breakfast in the Church Centre on Saturday, 31 
March at 9.00. The topic under discussion is human sexuality. All are welcome. 
Please register with the Church Office if coming.
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For some it is a dramatic revelation, for others hearing a still, small voice of calm. 
Philip Milton is interested in hearing stories from people at Christ Church of how 
different people came to faith and why you come to church today. Whatever your 
story, please consider sharing some or all of it with him! Speak to him after one 
of the services or at philiphughmilton@gmail.com. The Editor of Crossways 
is also looking for stories of readers’ journeys to Christianity (see p 24).
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We are reading Anything is Possible by Elizabeth Strout. If you have appreciated 
the writings of Marilynne Robinson, you may well appreciate Strout’s writings. 
Strout was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Olive Kitteridge in 2009. The date of the 
next meeting is 26 April.

Looking for some quiet time with God? Join us for silent prayer and reflection 
in the crypt. On Sunday mornings during Lent the Christ Church crypt, which 
normally hosts a Bible study group, will be open for quiet prayer before the 
10.00 service (open from 9.00 onwards). There will be some suggestions for 
prayer provided but this time is yours to use as you like. Consider if this time 
might be a useful addition to your observance of Lent. Contact Philip Milton if 
you require more information.

By the time you receive your edition of Crossways this year’s Lent groups 
will be under way. There are three this year: Wednesday mornings as well as 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings. If you are still interested in joining one of the 
groups please contact the church office.
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This year in parallel with the Easter Day 10.00 o’clock service, Christ Church is 
offering a service for families with babies, toddlers and young children. Please 
come to the church centre for a 10.00 o’clock start. We will join the rest of the 
congregation at the usual time before communion. If you would like to help with 
the service, contact the Chaplain.

There will be three sessions of Soundings in April:   
On 3 and 10 April Claus Vogl will speak to us about Gideon and 
Moses and their connections to Jordan.   
On 24 April Philip Milton will present the findings of a paper he has been working 
on as part of his theological training supervised by Robert Kinney. Title to be 
announced.

This year Bishop David will be joining us for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday 
and Holy Saturday (known as the Triduum) and for Easter. At the Easter Vigil 
service Bishop David will baptise, confirm and receive those who have expressed 
a wish to deepen their Christian faith. If you haven’t made your Easter holiday 
plans as yet, please consider prayerfully making the Triduum and Easter Sunday 
with Christ Church your special Easter holiday this year.
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While many of us were raised as 
Anglicans, others took a circuitous 
route to our church. I believe it would be 
inspiring over the coming year to share 
the stories of those who took the longer 
path and I would ask readers who fall into 
that category to contact me. In this issue, 
we will learn about Mehrdad, or James as 
he is now known to us.

James was born in southern Iran 
in the desert city of Abadan that 

was built around the country’s first 
large oil refinery, where James’ father 
worked until his retirement. Although 
James and his five siblings were 
schooled in Islam and shared a belief 
in the Almighty with their parents, 
it was left to each of them to decide 
if they wished to explore religion  
more closely. The oil industry drew 
numerous foreigners to Abadan, 
notably Armenians, Brits, Canadians 
and Americans, and they represented 
James’ first contact with Christianity. 
When he was ten, the family moved 
to the capital where he attended 
secondary school. One of his hobbies 
was photography and filming. He 
made his first film at the of 12—his 
father owned an 8 mm Honeywell film 

camera—and with his sister’s 
camera also took some great 
shots of the Teheran horizon. 
James enjoyed going to the 
cinema and recalls that one of 
his favourite films was Ingmar 
Bergman’s The Seventh Seal. 
After school, he went to London 
to prepare for a degree in film 
studies but he decided to join 
his sister in Vienna where she 
was making a career as an artist.

James started to learn more about 
Christianity when he met a number of 
friends in Vienna who were studying 
theology. This set him on a journey 
of self discovery. Among the books 
that left a strong impression on him 
was Herman Hesse’s Siddartha (which 
he read in the Farsi translation). He 
was amazed and intrigued at how 
someone could leave the material 
world. In his words: “I dug deeper 
into my background, Islam and the 
Persian culture and discovered in 
myself a need for religion. Jesus Christ 
is mentioned in ancient pre-Islamic 
Persian culture. I realised that I had 
a choice and began to see the life of 
Christ as an example: his humility, his 
hardships and the temptations facing 
him. Humans bear a heavy burden 
that is largely undefined and I realised 
that Christ can help us find answers to 
these difficult questions. Christ shows 
us that we can live in a different, less 
material way.” 

James used to pass Christ Church 
on his way to the Film Academy. 
The brickwork was reminiscent of 
buildings in Abadan and imbued him 
with a sense of security and belonging. 
In spring 2015, he phoned the Church 
Office and reached the Revd. Aileen 
Hackl who spoke to him for some 
time and then suggested he send an 
email to the Chaplain. Canon Patrick 
Curran replied, inviting him to attend 
a Sunday service. James came to the 
10.00 service to find out more about 
the Anglican faith and met Patrick 
and Aileen who took the trouble 
to look out for him each Sunday. 
He was surprised at the diversity 

CHOOSING CHRISTIANITY
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of the Anglican Church in terms of 
nationalities. When he enquired 
about baptism, Patrick suggested 
he attend the Alpha course, where 
he was accompanied by Revd. Dr.  
Robert Kinney and Renaud Edvardsen. 
Whenever he had time, he and Robert 
would read the Bible, followed by 
a discussion and analysis of the 
Gospels. This valuable experience 
convinced him that he had found his 
spiritual home at Christ Church. He 
took a long and hard look at his life so 
far and realised that baptism would be 
the next logical step. “Christianity”, 
he recognized, “steps boldly where no 
one else goes. For some it is a natural 
development from Judaism, for others 
an independent religion”.

James was baptised and confirmed on 
10 April 2016 by Bishop David Hamid 
(taking the Christian name, James). 
Since then, he has been a loyal and 
regular member of the congregation 
who has tried to be involved as much 
as possible in the life of our church. 
He helps with the tombola at the 
bazaar, takes photos for the website 
and generally offers a hand wherever 
and whenever he is needed.

Like his path to Christianity, James’ 
professional career to date has 
followed a number of detours where 
he gathered an impressive and 
diverse set of qualifications. Upon 
his arrival in Vienna in 1985, he 
enrolled as a guest student at the 
Film Academy while learning German. 
He attended art school and obtained 
a certificate in construction design. 
For several years, he worked as a 

photographer, specializing 
in event (mainly vernissage) 
photography. For three years 
he worked as an assistant 
to university professor and 
“green” activist, Dr. Dieter 
Schrage and produced two 
f i lm documentar ies for 
the Vienna’s Green Party 
organization. He then worked 
as an insurance salesman 
for three years, before reverting to 
photography. In a totally new career 
direction, he joined a home care 
organization where he worked with 
people with a range of disabilities as 
well as those in hospice care. This 
was a particularly fulfilling time of his 
life. He then gained a certificate as a 
trainer in computer skills (European 
computer driving license), followed by 
a diploma as a burnout manager at 
the Plativio Institute. Once qualified, 
he became a freelance trainer working 
in a range of firms. Most recently, he 
was tasked with teaching computer 
skills to new immigrants who spoke 
Farsi. His current projects include a 
feature film and screenplay about the 
religion and culture at the beginning 
of World War I.

While James’ career path will 
doubtless continue to twist and turn, 
his journey to Christianity and more 
specifically the Anglican Church has 
reached its destination. We welcomed 
him into our church at the time of 
his baptism and confirmation. We 
now look forward to his growing 
participation in many aspects of the 
life of our church which has certainly 
been enriched by his presence.

Part I: James Mehrdad
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Although most of the history of 
the Israelites played out in Judah 

and the area to the north, important 
events also took place in Transjordan, 
the area east of the Jordan river valley 
and its extension along the Dead Sea 
to the Gulf of Aqaba. In April, a group 
of Christ Church travellers will visit 
these areas.

Northern Jordan constitutes part 
of the fertile crescent, the cradle 
of ancient civilizations such as the 
Egyptians, Philistines, Israelites, 
Phoenicians, Hittites, Assyrians 
and Babylonians. Animals suitable 
for riding and transport—donkeys, 
one- and two-humped camels, and 
horses—were initially domesticated 
outside the fertile crescent: donkeys 
in the areas of the upper Nile and the 
Horn of Africa, one-humped camels in 
Southern Arabia, two-humped camels 
in Bactria, roughly midway along the 
silk road, and horses in the Eurasian 
steppe south of the Ural mountains. 
Contrary to popular belief, camels 
became important for the Ancient 
Near East only during the middle Iron 
Age, from about 900 BCE onward. 
Until then donkeys were used for 
transport, while horses were used to 
draw chariots for war.

The early Biblical nomads, among 
them Abraham, Jacob, Sarah and 
Rachel, must have walked or ridden 
on donkeys while grazing their 
livestock. The Judean regions south of 
Jerusalem and Edom in Transjordan 
were suited for this nomadic lifestyle. 
Ancient Egyptian sources record 
interactions with "Shasu" nomads 
probably from Transjordan. The 
Egyptian term "Shasu" may mean 
"those who move on foot" or may 
be derived from "to wander" or "to 
plunder". It seems that the Egyptians 
did not hold nomads in high regard. 
One of these groups, the Egyptians 
called "Shasu of Yhw". This may be 
the first record of the name "Yawheh".

The first generally accepted mention 
of the people of Israel inhabiting a 
territory in Southern Canaan is in a 
stele of the Pharao Merneptah from 
about 1208 (the stele is also called 
the Israelite stele or Victory stele of 
Merneptah). Interestingly, the text 
says that Israel is laid to waste and 
her seed is no more; the first written 
words about the people of Israel 
announce its end! Rulers obviously 
liked to boast even then. From about 
this time onwards, one also finds 
four-room houses on the Judean hills. 
In such houses the Israelites and 
Judahites would live for more than 
500 years, until the Neobabyloneans 
conquered Jerusalem and abducted 
the wealthy and influential part of 
Judahite society into exile. 

The coastal region of Canaan was 
vitally important for the Egyptians. 
The King's Highway started from 

Biblical Jordan
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The following is a greatly abridged 
version of an article written by Claus 
on the biblical and anecdotal history of 
the region that some members of Christ 
Church will be visiting in April. The 
full article is well worth reading and I 
would be happy to forward it by email to 
anyone interested. Contact: crossways@
aon.at. Ed.
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Egypt and led to Damascus, but 
instead of turning north along the sea, 
it went east across Sinai to the Gulf 
of Aqaba and then north through the 
valley of the Dead Sea and along the 
eastern side of the Jordan through 
Amman. Since this road leads through 
desert country, oases were important. 

In one of these oases, the Nabateans 
cut into the rock to build the city of 
Petra from about the fourth century 
BC, which our Christ Church travellers 
will visit. Petra is one of the many 
candidate locations for Kadesh, a 
place where the Israelites rested 
during the exodus and the prophetess 
Miriam died and was buried. In fact, 
the Israelites may have travelled along 
the King's Highway on their Exodus 
from Egypt to Jordan. But instead of 
the Exodus, for which few references 
are found outside the Hebrew Bible, I 
want to present two men of the Bible, 
whose names are also found in old 
inscriptions. 

The first of these men is Balaam 
bar Beor. The Book of Numbers 
(22-24) relates a charming story 
of a prophet, who is summoned 
by King Balak, an adversary of the 
journeying Israelites, and rides on a 
talking donkey. Contrary to Balak's 
wish to curse the Israelites, Balaam 
repeatedly blesses the Israelites, 
saying that he can only relate what 
Yahweh told him. Eventually Balaam 
is killed in battle by the Israelites.

The second of the Biblical men from 
Transjordan I want to introduce is 
Mesha, king of Moab. The Moabites 

inhabited the area east of 
Judah across the Dead Sea. 
The Mesha stele can now 
be seen in the Louvre in 
Paris. Mesha boasts that he 
killed the entire population 
when he conquered the 
town of Nebo, because 
his god Ashtar Kemosh 
had put the ban on the 
town. This practice would 
seem like human sacrifices 
to a god. It also recalls 
similar passages in Joshua 
10–11 and 1 Samuel 15. 
Generally, the language 
in the inscription reads a 
lot like that of Samuel or 
1 and 2 Kings, but with the opposite 
perspective and Kemosh taking the 
place of Yahweh.

Mesha is also mentioned in the 
Hebrew Bible (2 Kings 3). The three 
kingdoms Israel, Judah, and Edom 
band together to attack King Mesha's 
Moabites. When things look bleak for 
Mesha, he sacrifices his son on the 
city wall, with the result that "the 
fury on Israel was great and they 
withdrew". It seems that the cause 
of the fury was Mesha's god Kemosh. 
In any case, these stories show that 
human sacrifices were not uncommon 
in these days and regions.

As the situation seems much safer 
nowadays, I am looking forward 
for a happy return of our Christ 
Church travellers. Regrettably my 
teaching commitments prevent me 
from joining. I would really like to 
visit the sites of these ancient stories. 

Petra
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In April 2001, Alfred and I set out 
from Vienna for a quick six-week 

trip around the world. The main 
purpose was to acquaint ourselves 
with some of the Polynesian cultures 
of the Pacific, and on the way back, 
visit family members in the US. My 
husband is a biologist but on his 
travels became interested in the 
indigenous peoples of the many 
countries he visited. He has written 
four books on the indigenous peoples 
of the Philippines and related tribes 
in nearby countries.

Our first stop was Aotearoa (New 
Zealand) where we spent eight days in 
the North Island spa town of Rotorua, 
the centre of Maori cultural revival and 
an area of thermal activity. Our hosts 
at a charming bed and breakfast gave 
us good advice on what to see and 
do, including an introduction to the 
town historian, Don Stafford, a Pakeha 

(the designation for non-Maoris) 
who had close ties with the chiefs 
and elders of the Te Arawa tribe, 
the main group in Rotorua. We 
spent time in the former village 
of Ohinemutu, now a part of 

Rotorua, where we 
visited St. Faith’s 

C h u r c h ,  a 

charming small Anglican church 
with magnificent Maori carved beams 
and decorations. The graves in the 
small cemetery outside were all above 
ground, the asphalt under our feet 
was quite hot, and we came across 
small pools of boiling water and 
bubbling mud. 

As the next day was Easter Sunday, 
we decided to attend the 10.00 
service, my very first at an Anglican 
church. We were a bit late and the 
pews were full, but two Maoris 
immediately supplied us with folding 
chairs and prayer books open at the 
right page. The service was mostly 
in Maori, with some English (some 
of the congregation were Pakeha). It 
was a lovely service, the hymns were 
beautifully sung, but the amazing 
part was the Eucharist! When the 
parishioners received communion, 
they did not go back to their places, 
but dashed around talking to friends 
and greeting people, the children 
played in the aisles—it was about 
as loud in the church as it is in our 
Church Centre after mass! Outside 
we met a young Irish lad who was 
visiting his aunt and he seemed 
shell-shocked! All that talking, all that 
noise! It’s not like that at home!

Now to get to the “Two Churches” part 
of the story. A couple of days later 
we found an article about the church 
in the local paper, which we kept. 
The photo accompanying the article 
is of Father Anselm Aherne of St. 
Michael’s Roman Catholic Church and 
the Rev. Rauhia Green of St. Faith’s. 
The two churches have a “unique 

A Tale of Two Churches
by

 I
re

ne
 R

ad
da

continued on p 30è



29

Sri Lanka is well known for its 
Buddhist roots that have done 

well to coexist with those of other 
religions. As such, the church of St. 
Paul’s in Kandy takes a special pride 
for having nurtured such harmony 
in juxtaposition to the most revered 
place of worship of the Buddhists the 
Sri Dalada Maligawa (Temple of the 
sacred Tooth Relic of Lord Buddha). To 
the many thousands of visitors, both 
local and foreign, who visit the sacred 
area, there is a wonderful witness to 
the acceptance of diversity.

The cornerstone of St. Paul’s—the 
country’s first Episcopal church—
was laid in 1843. The theme of 
the 175th anniversary celebration, 
which fell in 2018 was “Remember, 
Renew and Rejoice”. This occasion 
provided an opportunity to remember 
both the work of God throughout 

the church’s  history and the 
contribution of the priests and laity 
to the growth of the church. Good 
wishes for this great occasion came 
from abroad (the Archbishop of 
Canterbury Justin Welby), locally 
from the Bishops of Colombo and 
Kurunagala diocese as well as the 
President and Prime Minister of Sri 
Lanka. The Diyawardana Nilame 
(Chief Custodian) of Sri Dalada 
Maligawa, Kandy stated that religious 
harmony and tolerance shared 
between Buddhist and Christians is 
a remarkable and classic example 
to peace-loving people throughout 
the world. 

The event started with the raising of 
the flags and the national anthem, 
followed by a procession through the 
streets of the sacred city of Kandy 
that included bishops and clergy, the 
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Roman Catholic Bishop of Kandy, 
Christian school bands, St. Pauls 
Choir, Sunday School children and 
youth members, Mothers’ Union, 
parishioners and trustees. The 
procession was followed by a service 
of thanksgiving in the church, mainly 
led by New Bishop of Kurunagala 
Diocese, Rt. Rev. Keerthisiri Fernando 
and the Parish priest of St. Pauls Rev. 
Shelton Daniel. Following the service 
there was a public meeting with 
representatives of different religious 
dignitaries and other Christian 
denominations (Baptist, Methodist 
and Roman Catholic), as well as the 
Member of Parliament for the Central 
Province. 

St. Paul’s has served many Christians 
during this period of 175 years. May 
the congregation continue to grow 
from strength to strength in faith 
over the years ahead, inspired by the 
Holy Spirit. 

relationship”. (quotes are from the 
article, by Kelly Blanchard). 

There is a well-known story that is 
the basis of the close cooperation 
between the two churches. Over 100 
years ago, priests from both churches 
were trying to convert the Te Arawa 
of Ohinemutu, and the chief of the 
tribe saw that both “dressed alike, 
they both wore white collars and both 
spoke of God in the same tongue.” 
At the meeting house, an imaginary 
line was drawn down the middle of 
the village. One side was told they 
were to be Anglican and the other 
side … Roman Catholic. Of course, 
close relatives were to be found on 
both sides, but this did not seem to 
be a problem! Rather than dividing 
families, this decision seems to have 
united the two churches and from 
that time on, the two churches have 
worked closely together, planning 
weddings, funerals and special events 
as one body.

“It’s the most wonderful relationship 
that anyone can have ... an example 
which should be set throughout the 
world”, Rev. Green said. “At the end 
of it, we are all one”.

A Tale of to Churches, continued from p28 St. Paul’s, Kandy, continued from p28è è

The choir of St. Paul’s in procession



31



In 2012,  I  f ina l ly  re turned 
to retirement in Europe after 

several years of project work in 
countries of the former Soviet Union, 
including Ukraine and Russia and 
Central Asian countries such as 
Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan 
and Uzbekistan. After a few years 
in Sopron, Hungary, I accepted 
that I was not going to master the 
Hungarian language and moved back 
to Vienna, where I had worked for 
several years in the 1970s and 1980s. 
During these years I was aware of 
Christ Church, but had only sporadic 
contacts with its members. Now was 
the time, I decided, to make up for 
this omission and I contacted Patrick 
and became a regular participant in 
the Sunday evening services. 

Since then I have focused on 
rediscovering my faith, helped 
by Patrick’s guidance in selecting 
re levant l i terature and I  am 
preparing for confirmation during 
the forthcoming visit of Bishop David 
Hamid.

One of the most rewarding features 
of my membership of Christ Church 
has been the prospect of receiving 
in the post—every two months—a 
new edition of Crossways. The 
first issue I received was no. 95, 
and I am now looking forward to 
the “jubilee” issue, no.100. Each 
number receiv  ed so far has been 
a treat in itself, worthy of reading 
several times, and I have no doubt 
that no. 100 will be just as big a 
treat as its predecessors. Looking 

back over contributions to the past 
four issues that have remained 
in my memory with particular 
vividness, I would like to mention, 
from issue 95, Bishop Innes’ Easter 
Message and Revd. Aileen Hackl’s 
Thoughts on Lent (a topic on which I 
knew virtually nothing). From issue 
96 I selected Patrick’s comments 
on Deborah Orr’s review of Lucy 
McCormick’s Triple Threat. And from 
issue 99, Patrick’s article on the two 
centenaries that face us in 2018: the 
signing of the Armistice that ended 
World War I and the bicentenary 
of the first singing of Stille Nacht, 
Heilige Nacht. I was also struck by 
his comment that “Beginnings and 
endings are occasions for us to recall 
former glories of human creativity 
and human tragedies of willed 
destruction and carnage.”

Crossways is an extraordinary 
achievement of which the entire 
Christ Church community can feel 
nothing but pride.

Ed: I would like to thank Julyan, Mike 
Stevens and others for their kind 
words of recognition and gratitude 
on the occasion of the 100th issue of 
Crossways. I have not included the 
comments directed to me personally 
in the published articles, but will keep 
their words close to my heart where 
they will encourage and inspire me. 
Crossways is a not a one-man 
(or in this case, one-woman) effort 
and without its valuable contributors 
on whom I have come to rely, it could 
not exist. 

by Julyan W
atts  

Christ Church and Crossways
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By the time you read this, we will 
be well into Lent and you may 

wonder why I have chosen to write 
on this subject. The seasons of our 
liturgical year help us to mark time 
and give a rhythm to the narrative of 
our faith, a rhythm in keeping with 
the perennial comings and goings of 
the meteorological seasons. 

With this issue of Crossways we 
are marking Judy’s 100th time as 
editor. By my reckoning that has 
scanned approximately 15 years. It is 
at once intriguing and comforting to 
imagine someone in the far-distant 
future picking up an old copy and 
reading about this diaspora of the 
Anglican Church in Central Europe. 
It will give a pretty accurate picture, 
I think, of this congregation, its 
diversity, witness, strengths, humour 
and foibles. Looking back over 
various issues, I realized that there 
is room for everyone and everything. 

So let me take you back to our 
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

Harking back to Christmas
last December. My heart leapt when 
I read in the service sheet that we 
were to sing It came upon a Midnight 
Clear, my all-time favourite carol. For 
some mysterious reason, as we sang, 
it seemed to resonate more than ever 
with me and I resolved to commit the 
words to memory this time. 

Rote learning is not a futile exercise. 
On the contrary, words then have the 
chance to linger and settle, thereby 
gaining new and deeper meaning. 
The “carol” started out as a poem, 
written in 1849 by Edmund H. 
Sears, a preacher of the American 
Unitarian Association. We usually 
sing it to the tune Noel based on an 
old English melody, later adapted  
by Arthur Sullivan (as in Gilbert and 
Sullivan). The tune is lovely and a 
fine transportation for this beautiful 
poem, which I encourage you to 
read as such (Ancient and Modern, 
No. 70).

The setting is a” midnight clear”, 
which used to conjure up for me a 
crisp and cold snow-filled landscape, 
probably informed by my carol 
singing in the Yorkshire wilds, “God’s 
Own Country” as the people there 
call it, albeit with their idiosyncratic, 
blunt irony. But it could just as well 
be a pristine desert, where the world 
and time stood still, transfixed by the 
music of the angels bringing God’s 
message of peace and love. They 
have done so for all time and will 
continue to do so. 

It is a very evocative picture, this by
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host of celestial beings bending 
patiently over the earth, playing their 
harps and singing, ever awaiting a 
response. Their music transcends 
the barriers of language and, we 
infer, nationality, their message is 
universal. There is a verse before 
the last one, which is omitted in the 
hymn books. It gives solace to the 
heavy-laden and points towards 
the hope expressed in the last verse,  
depicting the golden age, when at 
long last humanity will respond to 
the song of the angels and their 
maker’s love.

I believe in angels. I would not pray 
to them as I do to God and Jesus, 
and unlike with the latter, I feel we 
are allowed a certain freedom in 
imagining their different guises and 

reasons for encounter, not least 
shown over time in art works, mostly 
with exquisite beauty. I imagine 
them singing now. It is a picture I 
can easily resort to, maybe when I 
am feeling a little mean, to remind 
me of what we are meant for in this 
life: to be loving, loving of our God 
and His creation.

Multicoloured streamers and 
balloons decorated the Christ 

Church Centre, with red and white 
checked tablecloths adding to the 
festive atmosphere of the Shrove 
Tuesday (and Fasching!) celebration. 
Organized by the Social Committee, 
the distinct aroma of British and 
American style pancakes and the 
ever popular sausages assaulted 
our taste buds, with music supplied 
by our own Dave Hall on the 
accordion. Despite the bad weather 
outside, conversation flowed, stories 
and anecdotes exchanged, and a 
wonderful time was had by all!

Shrove Tuesday Pancakes
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The service for this year’s 
Women’s World Day of Prayer 

will be held at Christ Church on 
Friday, 2 March 2018 at 18.30. The 
service has been written this year 
by women from Suriname. The 
service is a meditation on the story 
of creation with an emphasis on 
protecting the environment for future 
generations. The speaker will be 
Ines Knoll, Pastor of the Lutherische 
Stadtkirche in Vienna. The service 
is presented by women but it is 
meant for everyone! There will be 
a reception in the Church Centre 
after the service. Lucille Curran has 
been organizing an English-speaking 
service in celebration of Women’s 

From the Women of Suriname

World Day for Prayer for the past five 
years, but now she is stepping down. 

In the past, contact with the Austrian  
WWDP committee was ensured 
by Laura and it was useful to have 
someone on their committee. Aileen 
took care of activities within the 
third district. If there is anyone who 
speaks some German and would be 
interested, we could really use their 
help! At the same time, without 
Lucille’s input, it is unlikely that 
the English-language celebration of 
the day will continue. Melinda May, 
who has been assisting Lucille, is 
prepared to continue, but she needs 
someone to work with her on the 
administration. If you are looking for 
an opportunity to do something for 
your church, this might be it! Please 
contact the Church Office.

WWDP is an international ecumenical 
Christian laywomen’s initiative. It 
is run under the motto “Informed 
Prayer and Prayerful Action,” and 
is celebrated annually in over 170 
countries on the first Friday in March. 
The movement brings together 
women of various races, cultures and 
traditions in a yearly common Day of 
Prayer, as well as in closer fellowship, 
understanding and action throughout 
the year. Its origins date back to the 
19th century when Christian women 
of the United States and Canada 
initiated a variety of cooperative 
activities in support of women’s 
involvement in mission at home and 
in other parts of the world. 
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Many the Gifts ...

At the 10.00 service on 11 
February, our singing of the 

hymn Longing for Light was especially 
joyful. We were accompanied by 
Dave Hall on the piano and his 
daughters, Emily on the violin and 
Anna on the guitar, as well as Chuks 
Agu on the djemba. 

It was a wonderful experience for the 
congregation to witness not only the 
musical accomplishment of two of 
its youngest members, but also their 

readiness to step forward and play 
an active part in our service. 

As we sang in the last verse before 
the final chorus:

Many the gifts, many the people,  
Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another,  
Making your kingdom come.

Musical or not, each of us has a gift 
to share with our church ... 
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Dates for your Diary

   DATE  TIME   EVENT

March 1 (Thurs) 18.30 Thursday Lent Group

March 1 (Thurs) 19.00 Theology on Tap

March 2 (Fri) 18.30 Women’s World Day of Prayer Service

March 6 (Tues) 19.00 Tuesday Lent Group

March 7 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

March 7 (Wed) 10.15 Lent Group

March 8 (Thurs) 18.30 Thursday Lent Group

March 11 (Sun) 10.00 Mothering Sunday Family Eucharist

March 13 (Tues) 19.00 Tuesday Lent Group

March 14 Wed) 10.15 Lent Group

March 15 (Thurs) 18.30 Thursday Lent Group

March 20 (Tues) 19.00 Tuesday Lent Group

March 21 Wed) 10.15 Lent Group

March 21 (Wed) 18.30  Council meeting

March 24 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at s’ Häferl

March 29 (Thurs) 20.00 Maundy Thursday Liturgy

March 30 (Fri) 12.30 Good Friday Ecumenical service

March 30 (Fri) 18.00 Good Friday Liturgy

March 31 (Sat) 21.00 Confirmation at the Easter Vigil, Bp David Hamid

April 1 (Sun)  No Six O´Clock Service

April 11 (Wed) 1900 Prayer Ministry

April 14-21  Christ Church pilgrimage to Jordan

April 25 (Wed) 19.00 Annual Chaplaincy Meeting

April 26 (Thurs)1 18.00 Reading Group

April 28 (Sat) 14.00 Verdun Altar, Stift Klosterneuburg Outing, 

   Saturdays with Christ Church 

May 11-13  Retreat, Stift Göttweig, David Pileggi, Vicar of

   Christ Church Jerusalem

May 16 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

May 19 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at s’ Häferl
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   DATE  TIME   EVENT

May 23 (Wed) 18.00 Council Meeting

May 25 (Fri) 18.00 Lange Nacht der Kirchen at Christ Church

June 13 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

June 24 (Sun) 12.00 Church BBQ 

July 7 (Sat) 08.00 Christ Church volunteers at s’ Häferl

Sept 8 (Sat) TBC Christ Church Family Day

Sept 15 (Sat)  Annual Parish Outing

Nov 10 (Sat) 10.50 Vienna Remembrance Sunday service transferred

Nov 24 (Sat) 10.30 Advent Bazaar 2018

The deadline for submissions for the may/June 2018 issue 
of CROSSWAYS is 10 April. Please send contributions to be 
considered for publication to: office@christchurchvienna.org 
AnD  crossways@aon.at, or phone the Editor on 0650/4747473. 
Articles from new contributors are particularly welcome.

Parish Outing 2015

Parish Outing 2013 Parish Outing 2005

Parish Outing 2008
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The Church Council

Christ Church Banking Information
Bank Austria:  IBAN:  AT851100000524073400
 BIC:  BKAUATWW
Raiffeisenlandesbank:  IBAN:  AT143200000007476203
                                       BIC:  RLNWATWW
Account Name: Christ Church Support Association

Chaplain (Chairman) Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 

Honorary Asst. Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 

Lay Vice-Chairman Philip Reading 

Churchwardens Philip Reading  

 Elisabeth Stanners 

Honorary Treasurer Judy Hall  

Archdeaconry Synod  Morkor Korley   

 Angela Peake-Herzog 

Diocesan Synod Miranda Kopetzky 

members Sam Ifeagwu 

 Derek Lacey 

  Melinda May  

 Manfred Reiter  

 Alexander Rösch 

 Hyacinth Österlin 

 Frank Sauer  
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Activities and Responsibilities

Tel:                       718 4634
Address:               Salesianergasse 20, 1030 Vienna
Opening hours: Tuesday-Friday: 9.30-16.00
 Saturday: 9.30-12.00

Christ Church Shop

Bazaar Coordinator Derek Lacey 

Bible notes Patricia Hutchinson 

Bible Study (Sun.) Claus Vogl  

Church Shop Diana Dopheide 

Coffee Rota Lola Ogunfojuri 

Crossways Judy Castelino  

mailing list Erica Schenk 

Electoral Roll Christina Stevens 

Environment Officer Herbert Stenzenberger 

Flower Rota Vivian Stenzenberger 

Social Committee Rosalind Shakespear*

Kids’ Church  Lucille Curran  

Lesson Readers Morkor Korley 
Librarian Ian Begg   
Pledge Envelopes Judy Hall 

Prayer ministry Patrick Curran 

Prison Visiting Isolde Pezet 

 Wendy Barrett  

Publicity Erica Schenk 

Sacristry and Linen Andrew Seneviratne  

Safeguarding Officer Susan Turyomurugyendo      

Servers vacant  

Sidespersons rota Manfred Reiter  
Soundings (Tues. eve.) Patrick Curran  

Toddler group (Thur.) Revi Nagel  

Website Claus Michalek 




