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The opinions expressed in this publica-
tion are those of the individual authors and 
should not necessarily be considered as car-
rying the endorsement of Christ Church, its 
officers or the Editor.

This year’s annual retreat took place somewhat 
later in the year. The smaller attendance—and 
in particular, the warmth and compassion of 
the retreat leader—made it a particularly inti-
mate gathering that was enjoyed by all.

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna
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Postal address: Jaurèsgasse 12, 1030 Vienna

Church office: Salesianergasse 24, 1030 Vienna ] Tel. and Fax: 714 8900

www.christchurchvienna.org ] office@christchurchvienna.org

also serves Bratislava, Innsbruck, Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and Zagreb

Chaplain of Christ Church Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 714 8900
718 5902

Honorary Assistant Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 

Licensed Reader Ms. Janet Berković (Zagreb) 

Priests with permission Revd. Aileen Hackl 
to officiate Revd. Jan Jensen 

Revd. Clair Filbert-Ullmann 
     Revd. Christian Hofreiter   christian.hofreiter@rzim.eu

Readers with permission Ms. Laura Fairburn 
to officiate Ms. Barbara Ryder 

Church Office Administrator Ms. Miranda Kopetzky 
 Wed. 13.30-17.30
 Thur. 10.30-16.30

Verger Mr. Andrew Seneviratne 
Choir Director Ms. Joan Avery 

Organist Mr. Andrew Couse 

For information on services in Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and Zagreb, please contact:
Klagenfurt: Ms. Helen Taupe 0650/5668278
Ljubljana: Ms. Barbara Ryder (Reader) 00386 4572 3015
Zagreb: Ms. Janet Berković 00385 98193 1774
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The deadline for submissions for 
the October/November 2017 issue 
of CROSSWAYS  is 12 September. 
Please send contributions to be 
considered for publication to: 
office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at, or phone the 
Editor on 0650/4747473.

This year, as in the past, our family purchased the 
Niederösterreich Card that enables free entry to 

countless attractions in and beyond Vienna. One is 
spoiled for choice, whether a trip up the Schneeberg 
on the cog railway, a visit to Europe’s largest under-
ground lake in Hinterbrühl, or close-up encounters 
with wild boar in Sparbach. Many will be heading off 
for exotic holidays abroad, but with Austria’s status 
as the country with the fourth highest quality of life in 
the world, according to statistics compiled by Boston 
Consulting, there’s a lot to be said for staying put.

The summers of my childhood—apart from the oblig-
atory two weeks on the Costa Brava—were spent hud-
dled under damp towels on a stony Worthing beach, 
munching egg and cucumber sandwiches with chat-
tering teeth and every so often making a dash for the 
car when the skies opened. Thanks to global warm-
ing and my home in Austria, I now associate sum-
mers with frequent dips in the pool to cool off and 
hot, restless nights trying to sleep under the ceiling 
fan. I also think of walks in shady woods, hikes in the 
fresh mountain air, outings (in air conditioned cars) 
to Austria’s innumerable beauty spots and relaxing 
barbecues with friends. In fact, all these activities—
and others—are on the Christ Church social calendar 
this year! Some of them have already been enjoyed by 
members of the congregation and their families, while 
others, taking place in August and September, are an-
nounced in this issue of Crossways. 

At a recent Christ Church event, a friend (who is 
not a church-goer) commented on the warmth and 
fellowship of our community and the sense of caring 
for one another. The nursing staff looking after Laura 
have often observed that she has more visitors than 
other patients—despite the fact that she has no 
relatives in Austria. Through their involvement in 
church activities, newcomers have put down instant 
roots in Vienna, while those who have left continue 
to follow our activities. We are blessed to belong to 
such a rich, caring community and should never take 
it for granted! I would invite those of you who have not 
yet found an area in you can personally contribute, to 
think and pray about it. 
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“There aren’t enough hours 
in the day!” is a com-

mon English idiom. Why do I 
begin with this phrase? Because 
that is just a little how I feel af-
ter returning from a two-month 
sabbatical, which was special 
and made possible by the good 
will of so many people and their 
generosity. My aim during the 
sabbatical was to walk at least 
ten thousand steps a day. Dur-
ing my first week back, I missed 

the mark by a long shot.

One of the purposes of a sabbati-
cal is to create space, but in order to 
make sure a sabbatical (this precious 
time) is not squandered, the person 
has to draw up a plan, which he pre-
sents in our diocese to the Suffragan 
Bishop or the Director of Training.  
The main components of my sab-
batical were (1) a trip to Israel that 
included walking from Nazareth to 
Capernaum, (2) painting an icon at 
the Benedictine priory of Nütschau, 
(3) completing an online training 
course towards becoming an Elec-
tion Observer, (4) time spent with my 
mother in Hamburg and (5) reading 
around in Christian anthropology. In 
the next issue of Crossways I will 
write about my sabbatical in more 
detail.

 “There aren’t enough hours in the 
day”? I want first of all to celebrate 
what lies behind this idiom. Life is 
fascinating. It is engaging. It is en-
riching, which means there are so 
many interesting things to do, to 
see and to learn. The other day I 
was zip- lining for the first time 
with members of my family on the 
Kahlenberg. It was good to be doing 
something that we all could be part 
of, each of us zip-lining to the level 
with which they felt comfortable. 
There was a sense of fellowship and 
accomplishment.

“There aren’t enough hours in the 
day”? I feel a sense of frustration 
when it comes to reading; either I 
don’t take the time to read a chapter 
during the day or, more often than 
not, can’t finish it because I need to 
be doing this and that, and also need 
to write it down—involving a quick 
search for pen and paper. There is 
also the distraction that reading it-
self brings because of all the vistas 
it opens up. These one can pursue 
with an electronic tablet, such a use-
ful device, but also distracting. 

When I finish reading a book I also 
need to remind myself to just stay 
with it a little while longer, so that 
the content can sink in, and not to 
forget to say thank you before rush-
ing off to find the next book or the 
next thing to do. For me learning to 
appreciate a book extends to other 
areas of life. How can we stay with 
something before rushing off to the 
next thing and not be driven by the 
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idiom we are considering here? I 
often say to Lucille that a particu-
lar evening was especially pleas-
ant, when we have been invited out, 
have had people around or been to 
the cinema etc. Lucille agrees. Then 
I say it again and maybe again … I 
well understand it can be a little tir-
ing when my mind is still lingering 
on the evening that was, although it 
is over.
  
What I have not factored in so far is 
how much of my feeling of “time con-
straint” is based on personality. Peo-
ple will and do organize their lives 
differently. Today we talk about get-
ting the work life balance right and 
that is important. A life lived only for 
oneself is not the Christian life, in the 
same way as neglecting family and 
friends in the service of the Lord is 
not the Christian life either. It is our 
duty to care for ourselves and those 
with whom we share our lives. 

Religious communities such as the 
Benedictines are a commendable 
model for us as Christians. The Ben-
edictine priorities are prayer, work, 
reading and hospitality, while allow-
ing each monk a part of the day to 
himself. The monastic way acknowl-
edges the limit of each day, while 
making sure that what is important 
is not neglected or sidelined. The 
priorities, especially of prayer, work 
and hospitality, are shared with oth-
er religious communities, but they 
find particular expression in the way 
Benedictines seek to live out their 
Christian communal life.

My purpose in writing the above 
is not to resolve the idiom “There 
aren’t enough hours in the day!” but 
to acknowledge it. In this context I 
find it helpful to remind myself of the 
eternal dimension of our faith within 
which our lives are set, as we are 
daily set free from death to life. 

Maybe the inkling of an answer lies 
in this perspective on our unequivo-
cal “Yes!” to life in its fullness. As 
God is turned towards life, so are we. 
Even if I could read all the books I 
wanted to read and visit all the places 
that are presently on my list, I would 
only have scratched the surface. This 
realisation brings with it degrees of 
humility, but also a deep sense that 
I don’t need to be continuously rest-
less, looking for the next thing to do 
and filling up the day with activity. 
You and I can just be, and that is 
good too! Summer invites us to be! 
Let me end with a verse from a well-
known hymn that speaks of the eter-
nal dimension within which our lives 
are set.

Take my life, and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
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Bishop Geoffrey Rowell

Bishop Geoffrey (The Rt Revd Dr 
Geoffrey Rowell) died on Trin-

ity Sunday of this year after a short 
illness. He was our Bishop for four-
teen years (2001-2015). For most of 
that time at his invitation I was an 
archdeacon – one of seven – with 
responsibility for the Eastern Arch-
deaconry. Bishop Geoffrey’s funeral 
was held at Chichester Cathedral 
on Wednesday 5 July. The preacher 
was the former Archbishop of Can-
terbury, Dr Rowan Williams. Some 
1200 persons attended. I would 
have very much liked to be pre-
sent, but sadly it was not possible.

When I think of Bishop Geoffrey 
what comes to mind is his love of the 
Church and the deep longing he had 
to see the Church of England and 
the Anglican Communion reunited 
with the Roman Catholic Church. He 
was a John Henry Newman Schol-
ar. Newman was a leading figure 
within the Oxford Movement, who 
famously became a Roman Catho-
lic in 1845. Bishop Geoffrey to my 
mind was too English to follow in 
his steps despite the deep changes 
the Church of England was under-
going during his lifetime. Many of 
his friends, associates and friends 
did. Bishop Geoffrey fought hard to 
ensure that the Church of England 
retained a place for those of a more 
catholic and traditional understand-
ing of the faith. As a Church his-
torian he had a better grasp of the 
notion of Tradition as something 
which is alive and which one needs 
to be conversant with and guided by.

Bishop Geoffrey was a person of 
faith. He believed in the Vision Glo-
rious, which is the title of one the 
books he published while still Chap-
lain of Keble College, Oxford, which 
was only one of four posts that he 
held. The other three being Chap-
lain of New College, Oxford (1968-
1972), Bishop of Basingstoke (1994-
2001) and subsequently the Bishop 
of the Diocese of Gibraltar in Europe.

He loved the Church and devel-
oped a love of the Orthodox and 
Oriental churches, a love reaching 
back into his undergraduate days 



7

in Cambridge. One of his achieve-
ments came during his time as the 
co-chairman of the Anglican-Ori-
ental Orthodox International Com-
mission, which in 2014 produced 
an agreed statement on Christology. 

One of Bishop Geoffrey’s attributes 
was that he had the constitution of 
an ox. He could stand through lit-
urgies of some three hours’ length 
or more with patience. A highlight 
for him as he travelled about the 
diocese after having celebrated the 
Easter Vigil in one of our Anglican 
chaplaincies was visiting the lo-
cal Orthodox Church to celebrate 
with them their Easter liturgy, fol-
lowed by breakfast with the local 
Patriarch or Bishop, and then re-
turning to the local Anglican chap-
laincy for their Easter Day service. 

Bishop Geoffrey was a man of faith 
and this is most evident in his mode 
of operating. He knew that God is at 
work in the world in diverse ways 
and that we are called to be partners 
of the Holy Spirit, which some inter-
preted as a lack of leadership as he 
resisted strategy and the manage-
rial style of government which is a 
paramount characteristic of today’s 
church. For others it meant a free-
dom that is Biblical, given that the 
“spirit blows where it wills”. De-
spite the lack of strategy the dio-
cese grew during his episcopate, 
but I do not want to mask that this 
was deeply frustrating for some. For 
myself I appreciated Bishop Geof-

frey’s faith in God and what God is 
doing. As archdeacon I would have 
welcomed a more focused engage-
ment, but if we are going to err then 
I am with Bishop Geoffrey in trust-
ing in God and what God is doing.

Let me finish this short obituary by 
saying that Bishop Geoffrey loved 
to entertain. He loved to have peo-
ple visit. He loved conversation. 
He loved writing and keeping up 
his correspondence and maintain-
ing his many friendships. He loved 
the liturgy of the Church. All the 
above I was privileged to observe 
and experience at close quarters 
often staying up with him and col-
leagues into the wee hours of the 
morning with a glass of something 
discovered on one of his many trav-
els in the diocese or further afield, 
for he was the intrepid traveller. 

People are saying that with Bishop 
Geoffrey’s passing a chapter in the 
life of the Church of England has 
closed. I hope not closed for friend-
ship, hospitality, openness to oth-
ers, the love of God and his Church, 
an appreciation of the Holy Spirit 
working in every age, the otherness 
of God, a readiness to see the gift of 
faith in the other person, surely these 
things can never die for they are of 
God. “Then I saw ‘a new heaven and 
a new earth…’” The Vision Glorious.

For those who would like a fuller 
obituary, I would be happy to share 
with you the Church Times obituary 
of 30 June.

(1943-2017)
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FACE-TO-FACE

Where did you grow up?
I was born in the United States in 
Indiana, but since my father was a 
Methodist minister, the family was 
constantly on the move. By the time 
I came to Vienna at the age of 23, I 
had lived in 19 different places, al-
though I spent many of my forma-
tive years in Indianapolis.

What career did you initially have 
in mind?
I am told that I could hold a tune 
from a very early age and when I 
was six, I decided I wanted to be 
a singer like Julie Andrews. Some-
time later, that changed to Barbra 
Streisand! Eventually, I concluded 
that pursuing a career as a singer 
was not an ideal choice, so I set 
my sights on journalism. I was an 
editor of my school newspaper and 
won a number of state prizes and 
even a national prize for an arti-
cle on fire alarms in my secondary 
school. I eventually discounted this 
idea and thought of a career as a 
church musician, combining my 
Christian faith with my love of mu-

sic. I found a college that offered a 
minor in church music and selected 
psychology as my major. In my final 
year, I was able to switch around in 
order to major in music. Although I 
came from a long line of ministers, 
and had grown up in a parsonage, 
one career option I never consid-
ered becoming a Methodist minister 
(women had long been admitted as 
Methodist clergy). I also decided I 
would never marry a minister!

What brought you to Vienna?
At a church service one evening, I 
met a missionary couple who were 
looking for someone to come to Vi-
enna with them as a nanny. I felt 
“called” to do this and after my 
graduation I joined them in Vienna. 

How did you find Christ Church?
It was actually quite by chance. 
When he found out that I was com-

Revd. Dr. Jennifer Moberly, who led this 
year’s annual retreat, is well known to 
many members of the Christ Church 
congregation. It was in Vienna that she 
took the decision to join the Anglican 
Church and, later, to train for ordination 
as an Anglican priest. Her husband, Dr. 
Walter Moberly, was a popular retreat 
leader just two years ago. Both those 
who know her and those who don’t will 
be interested to hear the various steps in 
her journey.
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FACE-TO-FACE

ing to Vienna, the pastor of my 
local church asked me to pass on 
his greetings to the pastor of the 
English-speaking Methodist church 
in Vienna. Another friend asked me 
to pass on greetings to the German-
speaking Methodist pastor. Yet an-
other friend suggested that I visit 
Christ Church in order to meet oth-
er young musicians. 

The couple I was living with were 
not keen on the idea since they be-
lieved the Anglican Church was too 
close to the Roman Catholic Church 
for comfort. I nevertheless decided 
to see for myself what it was like. 
The first Sunday I attended was 
very nearly my last! It was Re-
membrance Sunday and the service 
was very brief, with a perfunctory 
Eucharist and no hymns (I didn’t 
realise that the second half of the 
service was the main event). I was 
also put off at the sight of military 
uniforms and all in all felt most un-
welcome. Despite my misgivings, I 
decided to try again the following 
week and thank goodness I did! The 
hymns were glorious, the sermon 
fantastic and I greatly enjoyed the 
Britten anthem. I was home!

At first I assumed this feeling of be-
ing “at home” was specific to Christ 
Church. I loved the mix of so many 
nationalities, as well as the sense 
that this church included people 
from a variety of church traditions. 
But I quickly felt deeply at home 
worshipping through the liturgy. 

I know some people find it boring 
to say the same prayers every week 
(let alone every day), but I found 
it freeing because I didn’t have to 
think about books and words but 
only about meaning. I don’t know 
how long it took, but over time, I re-
alised that I was Anglican. And what 
I deeply loved about Christ Church 
—beyond my love for the people—
was the sense that it was the An-
glican Communion in microcosm. 
There were so many things we 
didn’t agree on, but we were togeth-
er because those things were less 
important to us than the fact that 
we worship the same Jesus Christ 
and we worship the same way.

What led you to settle in Austria?
I fell in love with Vienna and prayed 
that God would help me find my 
place in the musical world. The year 
I spent as a nanny was not an alto-
gether happy experience and I was 
relieved to be offered a job singing 
in the chorus in the Stadttheater of 
Baden bei Wien, where I spent two 
years before deciding to freelance. I 
sang in the Volksoper Zusatzchor, 
in the Arnold Schoenberg Chor and 
at various gigs. I worked freelance 
for nine wonderful years.

From my second Sunday at Christ 
Church I sang in the choir and later 
did a stint on the Church Council. 
I was part of the Prayer Ministry 
team with Tania Witter, and also 
performed some secretarial duties 
for the Revd. Jeremy Peake.

ß
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When did you first consider ordi-
nation?
One day, Jeremy asked me out of 
the blue if I had ever thought God 
was calling me to be ordained. Out 
of love and obedience to this lovely 
man, I said I would pray and think 
about it. By this time, the ordina-
tion of women had been accepted 
by the Anglican Church—I’m glad, 
because by nature I’m not much 
of a fighter and should I have been 
aware of a calling before this time, I 
don’t think I would have done any-
thing about it. 

Although Jeremy’s question to me 
was unexpected, I was not alto-
gether surprised. From an early age, 
I had decided to let Christ shape my 
life, although as a teenager I hoped 
that this did not necessarily mean 
God would call me to ordained min-
istry. Did I feel God had called me? 
Yes! Had I ever entertained the idea 
of ordination? No! In my prayers, 
I asked God to put the issue on a 
back burner. His response was a 
decisive “no” and he shouted! Two 
days later a friend who was praying 
for my recovery from a trivial ail-
ment said that God had been call-
ing me to ministry from the very 
start of my life. Her words seemed 
to send an electric current through 
me. The following Sunday I gave 
Jeremy the response he was hop-
ing for. I learned that he had actu-
ally spoken to Ambrose Mason, the 
then director of training in the Dio-
cese of Europe. It turned out he had 

heard about me from people I had 
met in Prague, where I led a retreat. 
So the process of exploring a voca-
tion to ordained ministry happened 
just about as quickly and smoothly 
as these things can in the Church 
of England. 
 
What happened next?
I had to be confirmed as an An-
glican before appearing before an 
advisory panel in May 1998. I left 
Vienna for Durham the following 
September and began my train-
ing a month later. I was ordained 
in 2001 and completed my curacy 
under Bishop Robert Innes, who 
was at that time vicar of St. Mary 
Magdalene in Belmont. I worked 
concurrently on my doctoral thesis 
on the virtue of Bonhoeffer ethics. 

Once I had completed my PhD in 
2008, I was appointed chaplain of 
St. Mary’s College at Durham Uni-
versity. I began training ordinands 
at Cranmer Hall in 2010 and gave 
up the chaplaincy two years later. 

ß
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Unfortunately, I contracted men-
ingitis on a flight returning to the 
US, which left me with a number of 
chronic health issues and forced me 
to switch to part-time work. On the 
plus side, I absolutely adore work-
ing with ordinands both from the 
academic and priestly perspective.

When did you meet your hus-
band, Walter?
I met Walter who was teaching at 
Durham right at the start of my 
training in October 1998 and we 
married two months later. John-
Paul, our son, was four and a half at 
the time (his birth mother had died 
shortly after his birth) and he was 
joined by his sister, Rachel, a year 
to the day after our first meeting.

Christ Church Vienna was in many 
ways your launching pad to a new 
career and new life. What are your 
thoughts about our church?
Christ Church, for me, is wonder-
ful. I still love that sense of being 
a miniature of the Anglican Com-
munion. The parish church where 
I was curate, and where I continue 
to take services regularly, also has 
people of all sorts of church and 
theological traditions worshipping 
together and I love that. But I miss 
the many nationalities and various 
cultures you have at Christ Church. 
I was also grateful for the church 
being a kind of ersatz-family. As 
ex-pats, I know many of us missed 
our wider families and so we shared 
many holidays. And for a young 

single, it was great to have lots of 
other people in the same position 
—we hardly have any young sin-
gles in our church in Durham. I am 
also enormously grateful for being 
nurtured in my faith. Tania Wit-
ter and Meta Bennett were fantas-
tic role models for me in that, and 
Nikki Hertford and Julia Povaly were 
supportive companions and we did 
some distance learning together. 
There was a huge sense of church 
people sharing life together in a 
deeper way than mostly happens 
here in Durham, and I miss that. So 
I will always think of Christ Church 
with gratitude and love, and pray 
for God’s continued blessings on all 
of you.



Another year, another retreat. Like ice-cream, retreats 
come in many flavours. This year’s was butterscotch, 
close to vanilla—the core taste of ice-cream—but, 
like butterscotch, more than that. Searching for the 
presence of God in what happens to us in life, Jen-
nifer brought us to what John of the Cross may have 
meant by his “dark night of the soul” and the jour-
ney of the spirit that we are all called to make on 
a road that can bring unexpected adventures. God 
stays with us on the road, even when we fear we are 
lost and cannot perceive his presence with us. What 
a comfort it is!     Mike and Christina

“Growing in faith with ex-
amples from the life and 
writings of St. John of the 
Cross” was a perfect theme 
for our retreat. Jennifer re-
minded that spiritual growth 
is not linear. The troubles 
we face in life are hard; we 
fear and are lost. But if we 
abide in God, he abides in 
us and provides the spiritual 
direction we need.      Rose

The chance to worship, study, and be with fellow Christians in a historically-rich Ben-
edictine monastery high on a hill in the lovely Wachau valley was too good to pass up. 
I was able to enjoy the beautiful setting with walks and runs along the trails. The tour 
of the Abbey and Church added a unique retreat opportunity, as did attending vespers 
with the monks. The food was delicious, and having a private room provided time for 
prayer and reflection. I especially enjoyed our retreat leader, Jennifer Moberly. She 
imparted knowledge and encouraged understanding.  Her background in music and 
theatre was lovingly expressed during both her presentations and in leading worship. I 
was able to take advantage of an individual appointment with her, which proved to be 
the highlight of the retreat for me. I liked the flexibility in the schedule and the fact that 
our leader did not monopolize our time.                 Lynn

Some snippets from the 
retreat in Göttweig: The 
forest around Stift Göt-
tweig was dry as never 
before. Laura Fairburn 
was among us. How 
receptive was our noisy, 
singing group to the 
teachings of St John of 
the cross and Teresa of 
Avila ...                 Claus

I found the fourth address—Abide with me—inviting 
Christ to stay through the darkness quite interesting. 
Each night before turning off the light to go to bed, I do 
call on Christ to take me through the night. I simply do 
not like staying in darkness much and for that reason I 
don’t forget my bedtime prayers. During this address, we 
were reminded of other crises that put us in darkness and 
it became abundantly clear to me to ask God to abide with 
us during those dark times rather than asking why and 
waiting in vain for answers. I also enjoyed the Saturday 
evening, when most of us gathered outside to sing our fa-
vourite hymns. Great retreat!             Morkor



When I saw our normally sedate retreatants clambering over the scaffolding on the re-
treat centre for the group photo, I realised, after an initial panic, that this was somehow 
symbolic. The backdrop of a building undergoing renovation reflected the renewal of 
the spirit that we enjoy in Göttweig, especially this year under the gentle but inspired 
guidance of the Revd. Dr. Jennifer Moberly, who gave us an insight into spiritual growth 
according to the teachings of St. John of the Cross. And the readiness of young and old 
alike to make the perilous ascent mirrored the upward movement of the soul towards 
God described by St. John. Luckily, we had no falls from the scaffolding, but that would 
have been deeply symbolic of the truth that falling is an essential part of spiritual 
growth and that growing in our understanding of God often comes as a response to a 
setback in which we have to let go of notions of ourselves that hold us back. Maybe 
next year we can be issued with hard hats!                 Sally and Philip

Our retreat leader gives a structured set of talks and each person takes what is needed 
to help along our journey, “The Dark Night of the Soul” shows the many imperfec-
tions that we each have to address in our lives. I look forward to these retreats to take 
time out to reflect on where I need to do the correcting As I look back on my life with 
all the vicissitudes, problems, disappointments, but also the many blessings and love 
I have experienced, I can see that the “dark nights of the senses and spirit” that I felt 
as catastrophic, in fact led to change and growth. From Darkness to Light: the most 
compelling dark night leading to growth is Jesus´ agony, His crucifixion, His Resur-
rection, the foundation of our Faith. Mary, the travellers to Emmaus, did not at first 
recognise the Risen Jesus. All understood when He walked through the locked door, 
said, “Touch Me and see that I have flesh and bones” and ate fish.     Hyacinth

What we take away from a retreat will almost always have to do with the situation 
in life in which we find ourselves at the time. The subject of spiritual growth, based 
on the writings and pictorial aids of John of the Cross (he was also an artist),enabled 
us to ask ourselves where we were on our journey of faith. Jennifer made it clear from 
the beginning that this growth is rarely upward. On the contrary, it is often given to 
us when life “throws us a blow”. Impossible to do justice to the depth and pertinence 
of the writings of this great mystic, but Jennifer was a wonderful “filter” and we would 
all have floundered with the original texts. I loved the way that prayers familiar to us 
from our prayer books were interspersed among the addresses, thereby bringing them 
and our thoughts before God, and also the use of the Covenant Prayer in lieu of the 
Creed at our Eucharist.         Christine

This year’s weekend retreat 
was the first time for me. 
Often in daily life, we can-
not hear the voice of God. 
Thus, at the retreat, I found 
the spiritual readings, dis-
cussions, the silence and 
the holy Eucharist are all 
a means for listening to the 
Holy Spirit. I warmly recom-
mend the annual retreats for 
the faithful.       Joan

RETREAT 
AT STIFT 

GÖTTWEIG 
2017
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Bishop Martin Wharton and his 
wife Marlene spent almost two 

months with us from May through 
to July to cover our Chaplain’s sab-
batical. 

After the 10:00 service on June 25 
we held a reception to thank them 
for their time wth us. This was a 
small gesture in relation to the gen-
erous gift that Bishop Martin and 
Marlene’s presence has been to us. 

Personally, I know that I do not just 
speak for myself when I say that I 
found Bishop Martin to be a true 
man of God, who lives his faith. I 
found him to be wise and humble 
and a preacher who is really able 
to convey a profound spiritual mes-
sage in a down to earth way that 

helped me to interpret my faith in 
day by day action.

In my role as chuchwarden, I would 
like to share how grateful we are to 
him for the many contributions that 
he made to the life of the church, 
that went beyond the scope of the 
work that he had been asked to 
cover. He was regularly present in 
the church office; he met with those 
in need and supported the full min-
istry of the church. He was happy 
welcoming people to the Sunday 
Services and giving out service and 
hymn books as well as celebrating 
the Eucharist and preaching the 
sermon.

We owe Bishop Martin our sincere 
thanks and  hope that we will have 
the fortune to welcome him back to 
Christ Church in the future.

Thank You, Bishop Martin
by
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On 27 May, a group of congrega-
tion members gathered outside 

the church for a prayer walk, an ini-
tiative of Lynn Finnegan. In her in-
troduction to the walk, Lynn wrote 
“Prayer walking is as simple as it 
sounds: praying as you walk. When 
we prayer walk we are stepping into 

our authority as God’s children to 
bless people and places in Jesus’ 
name. The point of prayer walking 
isn’t about being seen praying; it’s 
about seeing and praying, convers-
ing with God and asking him to 
show you what he sees; to know his 
heart for your community. 

Prayer Walking

Prayer of the Month

God of compassion, 
Whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 
and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself:
Strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in sorrow we may know the power 
of your presence to bind together and to heal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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This year’s Parish Outing on Saturday, 16 September promises to be a real 
treat! We will drive by bus to Piber, in Styria, where we will attend a Gala Per-
formance by the world-famous Lippizaner horses in their summer home. 

Our visit will begin in Piber with a guided tour of the stables, the coach houses 
and museum. We will also have an opportunity to observe the mares and their 
foals. After this, there will be place for us to eat a packed lunch, or alternatively 
purchase a variety of regional specialities at food stalls before the main event 
begins at 13.30. Our seats will be in a covered arena, where we can also eat 
our lunch before the start of the programme. The Herbstparade will include 
highlights of the Spanish Riding School programme—a must for anyone who 
has not attended a performance in Vienna. After the show, we will proceed by 
bus in the direction of Vienna, stopping at the home of Emanuel Schmelzer-
Ziringer  (our former church organist), for our evening meal. We will arrange 
catering with a local Gasthaus and there will be a dish for vegetarians as well 
as meat-eaters. We will hold a short evening prayer service in a little Roman-
esque chapel just behind Emanuel and Anna’s home. After that, we drive ap-
proximately an hour and a half back to Vienna. It is a long day since Piber is 
a good 235 km drive from Vienna, but there will be plenty to do to keep you 
entertained on the bus. The cost for the whole day (excluding lunch) is EUR 55 
per person (EUR 47 for schoolchildren). If you have a Niederoesterreichkarte 
and provided you show it on the day, there will be a refund of EUR 8. 

As in the past, we meet in front of the Vienna International Centre, on the slip 
road where the airport buses leave. We will have to make an early start, so 
please be at the bus-stop at 7.45 for an 8.00 departure. There will be a brief 
bathroom/coffee stop on the way to Piber, but in emergencies, the bus has a 
lavatory. Places will be allocated as payment is received. Please transfer the 
correct amount to the following account. Once payment is made, no refunds 
can be guaranteed, so please find others to take your place!

Judy Castelino IBAN AT44 3200 0002 0652 3252; BIC RNLWATWW
Purpose: Parish Outing 2017
Payee details: Names and mobile phone number

If you can’t include your mobile phone number on the transfer slip, please send 
me an email with your phone number. This is very important in case you need 
to be reached. If you want confirmation that you have been allocated a place/
places, please email me at crossways@aon.at so that I can reply to you. I will 
be away from Vienna from 1 to 23 August, so will send a brief confirmation 
from my phone. For any questions—except when I’m away—please call me on 
0650/4747473.                          Judy Castelino
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Each year the church council of Christ Church meets on a Saturday to review 
the past year and to plan for the year(s) ahead. Our council days, together 
with a questionnaire, led to the Christ Church mission statement. It serves as 
a touchstone, ensuring that we move from being aspirational to actualising 
those things that we hope for: the way of little steps. Mike Waltner will lead 
a review of the work of last year’s planning day and what has been accom-
plished. Philip Reading will present the draft risk assessment for discussion. 
The Chaplain will lead a session on growth. We will reflect on our activities 
and consider mission as suggested in a letter by Bishop Robert. Robert Kinney 
will introduce the new website and the proposed logo for Christ Church. This 
year’s council planning day is on Saturday, 26 August. As in previous years our 
host is Elisabeth Stanners.

I would like to thank everyone who helped realise my sabbatical and knowingly 
or unknowingly shouldered an extra load during my absence, especially Miranda 
Koptezky, the churchwardens and my wife. The feedback on Bishop Martin’s time 
with you has been without exception positive. He told me his time with you had 
been a blessing to Marlene and himself. He would be happy to return in the future. 
Finally thank you for your warm welcome back. Good to be back!   The Chaplain

The Christ Church Family Day is back! Mark your calendars and join us for a 
day of fun in the Viennese Woods on Saturday, 30 September. There will be 
activities for all ages—children and parents. The day will run from 10 am until 
6 pm.  Volunteers to help run sports or arts and crafts are most welcome. Full 
details will be announced at the beginning of September. We are looking for-
ward to seeing you all. For further information contact the Chaplain or Lucille 
Curran via the church office at the end of August. 

In the autumn members of the Six O’clock service are planning a weekend 
away at the Benedictine monastery of Göttweig. The weekend is from 6-8 Oc-
tober. It will be open to members of the whole church. Details to follow.

Several church activities took a summer break. They resume again on the fol-
lowing dates:
6 September:  Prayer Ministry
7 September:  Choir practice
10 September:  Kids’ Church; Six O’clock Service
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Something is afoot in the Kingdom 
of God—His children are tak-

ing to breakfast gatherings. On 31 
May, the Austrian Parliament held 
its first National Prayer Breakfast, 
with members of the national and 
regional (and European) parliaments 
mingling with people from all walks 
of life, including a number of inter-
national guests. 

The custom originated in the United 
States and has apparently spread to 
over 100 countries. We learned that 
the US Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives each hold weekly prayer 
meetings, and that their National 
Prayer Breakfast is a huge event with 
hundreds of participants and the 
President. (For the record, the bish-
ops in the UK House of Lords also 
have the function of leading regular 
prayer sessions.) So now even here, 

in Catholic Austria, where nobody 
ever speaks of God in public (of the 
church, perhaps, but never God, let 
alone Jesus), a need has been ar-
ticulated to acknowledge His role in 
the world and the benefit of those in 
power praying together, and being 
prayed for. This is something we do 
as a matter of course in the Anglican 
liturgy, praying for the head of state 
by name almost every Sunday, but 
it’s something of a novelty in Aus-
tria. Not to all Austrians, mind, for 
imagine my surprise when I discov-
ered that the young man next to me 
at the table, a tax adviser, belongs to 
a circle of Christians who specialize 
in interceding for those in power.
 
The list of MPs sponsoring the event 
was interesting: two government 
ministers, but not ones you would 
immediately be able to name. The 

Breakfast with God
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most prominent names were from 
the FPÖ; the Greens were not repre-
sented at all, as far as I could tell, 
and the SPÖ hardly. Dr. Karl Habs-
burg (a former MEP) was welcomed 
as “your Imperial Highness“, which 
raised fewer eyebrows than I would 
have expected. He spoke eloquently 
about our common European val-
ues, which are, above all, Christian 
values. The former Slovenian Prime 
Minister, Lojze Peterle, said that his 
country had joined the EU not just to 
be on the winning side but to share 
in a common enterprise based on 
human dignity and flourishing, and 
that Brussels should be viewed as a 
construction site, not a battlefield. 
As a Brit, I have to confess to having 
teared up a bit at this point. 

The keynote speaker was Professor 
Anton Zeillinger, an eminent physi-
cist (and whose daughter, inciden-
tally, is the artist who designed the 
Charles Grimes memorial plaque 

in Christ Church). He talked about 
the need for open and respectful 
dialogue between politics, science 
and religion. Most memorably, he 
quoted Werner Heisenberg: „The 
first draught from the cup of science 
leads to atheism, but at the bottom of 
the cup, God waits.”

There were messages of greeting 
from the US Congress, a Gospel 
reading, ecumenical intercessions 
and musical interludes on the cello 
from a member of the Vienna Phil-
harmonic. And, of course, breakfast! 
The final prayer (St. Francis of Assisi: 
Make me the instrument of your peace) 
was led by Dr. Gudrun Kugler of the 
Vienna City Council.

The reason I single her out for men-
tion is that she is the person on 
whose „ticket“ I was invited to the 
event (with some help from Fr. Chris-
tian Hofreiter). I had met her before, 
when she was the keynote speaker at 
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another breakfast event, the monthly 
gathering of Christian leaders and 
businesspeople in the back room of 
the Café Central. Her talk there was 
about the systematic marginalization 
of Christian values and positions in 
legislation in an increasingly secu-
larized Europe. She argued that the 
religious neutrality of the State did 
not mean that it had to take an anti-
Christian position. (I should add that 
some of her “Christian positions” 
would probably find both supporters 
and opponents in, say, the Church of 
England.) She was refreshingly criti-
cal of her own party, the ÖVP, which 
normally professes to be “Christian-
social” or “Christian-democratic”. 
Her advice to committed Christians 
was not to punish the ÖVP by leav-
ing but, on the contrary, by joining!

The format of these Christian lead-
ers‘ breakfasts—which start at 7.30 
and finish at 9.00—reflects a certain 
work ethic worthy of “Christian lead-
ers”: half an hour for actual break-
fast, followed by the keynote speech, 
group discussions at each table,  
short summary statements by table 
representatives, and a closing prayer.
 
After three or four visits to these 
breakfasts over about 18 months 

(first introduced by Lydia Goutas), it 
was my turn to be invited to give a 
keynote address. My starting point 
was my memory of being taken 
aback on one of the previous occa-
sions when I introduced myself to 
the others at the table as a central 
banker and a lady asked me how I 
squared this with being a Christian?! 
This led to a certain amount of intro-
spection on the question of serving 
both God and Mammon. Of course, 
I had to open with an explanation of 
the Oesterreichische Nationalbank‘s 
purpose and responsibilities, and 
on the legitimacy of working for the 
common good (in this case financial 
stability) without an explicitly Chris-
tian mission, as long as one could be 
faithful to the organisation’s statu-
tory objective without denying one’s 
Christian identity. 

I suggested that  Christians could 
make a distinctive contribution 
to their employer in the way they 
worked, especially by being (rela-
tively) free, fearless and humble. My 
favourite take on God in the everyday 
is George Herbert‘s The Elixir: 

“Teach me my God and King
In all things thee to see
And what I do in any thing
To do it as for thee. 
A servant with this clause
Makes drudgery divine
Who sweeps a room as for thy laws
Makes that and th’action fine.” 

Our task is not to keep aloof from 
“unclean” occupations but on the 

ß
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contrary to be engaged in the world 
in all its brokenness and to be the 
leaven in the dough. 

So much for my day job. As far as my 
work for Christ Church is concerned, 
there is no denying that my financial 
background was one of the main rea-
sons I was invited to become more 
active, join the Council, etc. in the 
first place. I was also intrigued by 
the opportunity to see if the running 
of an explicitly Christian organiza-
tion was materially different from 
that of a secular one. I could go on 
about this for a while, but to put it in 
a nutshell: the difference is less than 
I had expected. Above all, dealing 
with people most of whom are vol-
unteers, one cannot be as methodi-
cal or meritocratic as in the profes-
sional world. That said, I am seeing 
a trend towards increasing profes-
sionalisation in the church, and, just 

to name one example, the process of 
risk management that we are begin-
ning to adopt is exactly the same as 
the one we follow in the Central Bank 
and that we expect from the com-
mercial banks. The difference is that 
in the church we are allowed (indeed 
expected) to acknowledge publicly 
that we put our ultimate trust in God. 

But a similarity is that we have a 
monthly supervisors‘ breakfast at 
the OeNB, and a men’s breakfast at 
Christ Church. Busy people who are 
trying to make time for the really im-
portant encounters and discussions 
are finding sanctuary at the begin-
ning of the day. “Praise with elation, 
praise ev’ry morning God’s recrea-
tion of the new day”.

Links:  
www.business-breakfast.wien 
http://www.kath.net/news/59757

Our Parish Outing on 16 September will take us to Piber. Please see the 
notices on p20 for full details. Book early to be guaranteed a place!
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Who’s Who in Christ Church??

Mystery 
person 
no. 1

Our first mystery lady was born in New York into a large Irish Roman 
Catholic family. They moved to Georgia when she was six, where she 

attended Catholic schools, then a small liberal arts college. She initially saw 
herself as a social worker, but opted to study law at Florida State University 
Law School. After her graduation she cycled across the USA with a group of 
friends before beginning her legal career. She gained a wide range of profes-
sional experience in criminal and environmental law and taught courses to 
other lawyers in writing skills while in Florida. She met her husband at a 
running race and four  years after their marriage, the couple moved in 1992 
to Los Alamos, New Mexico.  Our mystery lady worked in probate and estate 
planning, a field of law that allowed her time to raise her two daughters. She 
and her husband had always enjoyed running, hiking and biking and after 
qualifying as a certified fitness instructor and personal trainer, she taught 
classes part-time in the local gym. During her college years, she had not at-
tended church although her spirituality remained strong. In 1993, she and 
her husband decided to join the Episcopal Church.
 
In 2000 a wildfire swept through Los Alamos and destroyed 400 homes, in-
cluding theirs.They were only able to save the most important items of their 

household—some documents, photo albums, and the children’s draw-
ings—losing all their furniture and clothes. They purchased another 
property in the same town and in 2003 moved into their new house. Our 
mystery woman opened her own law practice in 2000 but took a sab-
batical from it in 2015 when she moved to Vienna to join her husband 
who had taken up a post with the IAEA the previous year. The girls were 
at that time in college in Colorado and did not join their parents.
 
Her first contact with Christ Church was on a visit to Vienna during her 
husband’s first year at the IAEA. She located the church on Google maps 
but ended up at the Russian Church before eventually finding her way 
along Jaurèsgasse to the “right” church When she moved to Vienna the 
following year, she quickly became an active and engaged member of the 

community, taking over the raffle and tombola at the Church Bazaar, running 
a course on “Prayer with Movement”, organizing a Prayer Walk and taking 
advantage of the many prayer and study opportunities at Christ Church. She 
was particularly happy to join the Prison Visiting team—something she had 
done in the US - and she loves being a reader and serving at the altar. She 

Crossways continues with its presentation of members of our 
community. The aim is to get to know each other better and to put 
a name to a familiar face. Guess our mystery people before you 
turn to p.29 to see if you guessed accurately! 
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Who’s Who in Christ Church? ?

Mystery 
person 
no. 2
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was a valuable member of one of the Lent Groups and this year’s retreat.Dur-
ing her relatively short time in Vienna her numerous contributions to the life 
of our church have made her  a valuable member of the congregation. 

MMystery person no. 2 was born and bred in Lesotho and studied at 
an Anglican High School although her family attended an Evangelical 

church. She lived in a hilly, rocky region of the country and from an early 
age had a special interest in rocks. Not surprisingly, she opted to study ge-
ography and physics for her first degree in Lesotho. She then worked for two 
years in the Department of Mines and Geology, before getting married and 
having two sons in quick succession. Seismology became her passion and 
she worked for the Lesotho Highlands Water Project monitoring reservoir 
induced seismicity (earthquakes caused by increased water/pore pres-
sure). She completed her Master’s degree in Seismology at the Univer-
sity of Bergen in Norway. She enrolled for a doctorate at Witwatersrand 
University in South Africa but had to interrupt her PhD during the fourth 
year due to circumstances beyond her control. At that time, she took up 
a position to lecture at the National University of Lesotho and along that 
journey, her third son was born. 

In April 2016 she moved to Vienna to take up a new post with the Com-
prehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO). After two 
years of studying in Norway, the cultural shock was less acute for her 
than it usually is for most new arrivals. On her arrival in Vienna, she 
tried a few churches before finding Christ Church and soon switched 
from the 8.00 to the 10.00 service. She enjoys attending her home church as 
well whenever she is back in Lesotho. She uses her free time in Austria either 
creating some of her garments or traveling and hopes to learn German soon.

Our mystery woman does not believe she actively chose her current path, 
but is thankful to God for putting her in a place where “it all knits together”. 
She is aiming at completing her doctoral thesis work which is centred on a 
nuclear waste disposal repository in the Northern Cape, which takes care of 
low and intermediate level nuclear waste in South Africa. She is conducting 
a feasibility study to see if it can accommodate high-level nuclear waste by 
studying the seismic activity of the region. Through her work, she hopes to 
contribute to making the world a safer and more peaceful place by curb-
ing nuclear proliferation. She would like to be more involved with the life of 
Christ Church. She attended the recent retreat at Göttweig and has joined the 
list of readers. Her two elder sons are completing their secondary education 
at home and she hopes that now that she has settled in, the youngest will be 
joining her in Vienna in the near future. 



28

“Don’t throw 
the baby out 

with the bathwater” 
is an old saying that 
of course means, 
“Don't discard 
something valuable 
along with some-
thing undesirable.” 

The rising secular 
assault in our times 
on Christian iden-

tity in countries of the West often 
zealously highlights such “dirty 
bathwater” as clerical abuse of vul-
nerable young people, intolerance 
and what’s been called “the gos-
pel of wealth,” i.e., false preach-
ing equating pious formality with 
winning God’s favour for material 
abundance. These are terrible fail-
ings against which we as members 
of the Body of Christ are called to 
struggle, but we need to keep in 
mind the extraordinary ways in 
which twenty centuries of Christi-
anity have worked to spread some 
truly God-inspired revolutionary 
ideas about the common humanity 
that we share. These are ideas that 
in their origin are uniquely Chris-
tian, spring from Christian under-
standing of our relationship to God, 
and have penetrated widely in the 
world, even to areas where our faith 
per se has never yet predominated. 

I’m prompted to write this essay af-
ter reading a new book, Seven Revo-
lutions: How Christianity Changed the 

World and Can Change It Again, by 
two Roman Catholics, Mike Aqui-
lina and James L. Papandrea, both 
of whom have written extensively 
for the general public about aspects 
of the history of Christianity. The 
thesis of their book is a sweeping 
claim that: 

“The best of human society, with its 
improved quality of life, and its pro-
tection of human rights, is the result 
of seven cultural revolutions that 
came about because of the Chris-
tian Church. Specifically, these 
revolutions were a radical change 
in the way human society thought 
of the individual, the family, work, 
religion, community, attitudes to-
ward life and death, and even gov-
ernment … The seven revolutions 
changed the world by changing hu-
man relationships, in ever widening 
concentric circles, beginning with 
the individual and extending out-
ward toward the world.”

Their first revolution concerns what 
it is to be human. Because Chris-
tians believe that every human 
soul is equally valued by God the 
Creator, it follows that we all pos-
sess worth. The sacredness of hu-
man life was grasped by the Jews, 
of course, but no other people of 
ancient times had this same under-
standing. The admonition to “love 
thy neighbour as thyself” was in-
comprehensible to the pagan mind. 
The authors explain: “Even when 
there was personal love, there was by
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Seven Revolutions

no charity---no universal love for 
all. An educated pagan loved the 
people it was reasonable to love,” 
nothing more. Others were to be 
judged by their usefulness. For ex-
ample, the Roman philosopher Sen-
eca could write: “We destroy mon-
strous births, and we also drown 
our children if they are born weakly 
or unnaturally formed; to separate 
what is useless from what is sound 
is an act, not of anger, but of rea-
son.”
 
By contrast, Christian communities 
sought to protect the weak and dis-
advantaged. Early Christian writ-
ings condemn infanticide and brutal 
treatment of the innocent, as well 
as call for communal care of the 
vulnerable, such as widows and or-
phans. The very concept of “human 
rights” sprang (admittedly with ups 
and downs over the centuries) from 
the notion of humanity created in 
the image of God. Despite Western 
Christian civilization’s deplorable 
tolerance of slavery in the centuries 
of European exploration and con-
quest, it grew to become a universal 
value. Even the most vile regimes 
on earth today feel a need to use 
(really, misuse) human-rights terms 
like “democracy” and “justice” to 
try to justify themselves. Ancient 
tyrannies felt no such need because 
ordinary people had no inherent 
claim to be treated with dignity.
 
The second revolution was in the 
home. “The world where the early 

Christians raised 
their fami-
lies…was what 
might be called 
a culture of 
death….Clem-
ent of Alexan-
dria observed 
that the same 
people who 
killed their 
n e w b o r n s 
nevertheless 
lavished at-
tention and 
money on 
their pets.” 
The scan-
dalous and 
immoral be-
haviour of 
pagan gods and goddesses 
provided not a hint of inspiration 
for devotion to family. Indeed, the 
fundamental family relationship in 
Rome was that of owner (husband/
father) to property. Family relation-
ships were cast in terms of duty, 
not affection. 

In this bleak world, Christians 
propagated a counter-culture of 
the family as an institution based 
on love, and that life itself is a gift of 
God. Christianity offered marriage 
as potentially “a fountain of happi-
ness, rather than an obligation to be 
grudgingly endured.” Rather than a 
“business arrangement that allied 
two families,” Christian marriage 
was a sacrament instituted by God. 
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Work was also transformed. Chris-
tians thought work was a good 
thing and expected all members of 
the community who were able to 
work. “The pagan thought work 
was for the servile classes and lei-
sure was for the upper crust. The 
Christian thought that both work 
and leisure were necessary for eve-
ryone.” A philosopher as great as 
Aristotle had put slaves and ani-
mals in the same category: “As for 
the uses to which they are put there 
is little distinction: for slaves and 
domestic animals alike render us 
physical help towards acquiring the 
necessaties of life.” 

In contrast, St. Paul wrote that 
“there is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free, there 
is neither male nor female, for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Ga-
latians 3:28). He himself alludes 
to his tent-making labours in his 
letters. There was dignity in hon-
est work, not shame---another 
counter-cultural value of the early 
Christians. 

In religion, too, Christianity brought 
the breath of newness. God cares 
about people. God is love. In the 
ancient world in which Christianity 
arose, only the Jews understood 
that there was one God, moral and 
caring in his relationship to them. 
The gods of paganism had nothing 
to do with love of humankind. 
People worshipped them in order 
to gain favours, or at least to avoid 

provoking their anger. The wrath of 
the gods had little to do with bad 
behavior of humans to each other. It 
was triggered mostly by disrespect 
of elaborate rituals or simply 
mistakes in performing them. The 
gods quarreled with each other, 
tricked one another, wreaked havoc 
on people arbitrarily or for their 
own amusement. Great works of 
ancient literature like the Iliad and 
the Odyssey paint this picture vividly. 

For Christians, however, “because 
God is love, God had reached out to 
humanity by extending himself into 
the created world and the human 
realm.” 

A further revolution was in the 
meaning of community. Here’s how 
the authors put it:

“Following Jesus’s lead, the Church 
has always insisted that we re-
spond to the love of God by loving 
our neighbor. And the answer to the 
question ‘Who is our neighbour?’ 
could no longer be limited to those 
who are like us. The Church expect-
ed its followers to share the love of 
God with everyone—even those 
outside the boundaries of the com-
munity—this redefining the concept 
of community as something that re-
ally has no boundaries.” Among pa-
gans, “it was widely assumed that 
if a person could never do anything 
for you, there was no reason to give 
anything to that person. Christian 
charity, on the other hand, means 
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giving without expecting anything 
in return, and this idea was new in 
the Roman world.”

Death is the sixth subject to which 
Christianity brought new under-
standing. Of course, dealing with 
earthly remains is never easy for 
people, but Roman pagans com-
bined a superstitious fear of dead 
bodies and ghosts with a variety 
of hazy beliefs about an afterlife. 
Some thought it was only a realm 
of shadows, others doubted any ex-
istence beyond death and still oth-
ers were terrified that it imprisoned 
souls as restless spirits that roam 
the earth haunting human life. Bod-
ies of the well-to-do were burned, 
while those of the poor were com-
monly dumped in pits. Funeral 
rites were held, of course, to com-
fort family and friends but also es-
pecially to put to rest spirits that 
might otherwise trouble the living. 

Believing in the communion of saints 
and a final victory of over death it-
self, Christians introduced a more 
reverent care of corpses. Indeed, 
very early on, Christians venerated 
relics of saints and buried departed 
members in catacombs where their 
remains were preserved. Over time, 
these practices even seem to have 
influenced pagan customs, with 
burials becoming more common, in 
preference to cremations. 

The seventh revolution claimed by 
the authors is in the nature of the 

state: government as stewardship, 
i.e., those who governed should be
the protectors of those whom they 
governed. The authors assert: “The 
ideas that no one is expendable, 
that all people are created equal, 
that every life is sacred, and that 
everyone should be free to follow 
his or her own conscience—these 
are not political ideas; they are 
Christian ideas.” 

Often observed more in the breach 
than in practice, these notions 
nonetheless spring from Christian 
convictions. Ripening over many 
centuries, they now form the ba-
sis for the claims of governments 
around the world to legitimacy in-
cluding in many countries which 
otherwise do not have an ostensible 
Christian heritage.

The authors conclude their book 
with a plea for Christians to em-
brace practices they believe could 
regenerate the “good society” in 
our troubled world; practices such 
as unapologetic engagement as 
Christians with moral issues, re-
specting the value of every human 
life, rejecting the culture of celebrity 
and, most importantly, rejecting the 
creation of a “secular religion” of 
the state and “a cultural relativism 
that says anything goes except his-
torical Christianity.” 

They leave the reader with much 
food for thought.
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This year, our annual family pic-
nic in Prater suffered from the 

absence of two of very active per-
sons, Kid's church leader, Lucille 
Curran, and kid's church helper, 
Milena Vogl. Luckily, Belinda Lesley 
picked up the slack and, with the 
help of Lynn Finnegan and the Hall 
family, happily and willingly organ-
ized games to keep us busy. 

After running about in the sun, 
sometimes tripping over our own 
feet or those of our partner, we 
could find refreshment in the 
shade, sitting around the picnic ta-
bles, eating and drinking. Joined by 
Bishop Martin and Marlene and a 
group who had lost their way, the 
number of participants had grown 
quite large before we finally broke 
up. Kid's church now closes for the 
summer months and will reopen in 
September.

Family Picnic

Solution to Who’s Who on p.24

Lynn Finnegan Hlompho Malephane
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Dates for your Diary

   DATE TIME EVENT

August 6 (Sun) Transfiguration of Our Lord 

August 26 (Sat) 10.00 Church Council planning day 

Sept 3 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist followed by Christ Church 

BBQ at the Castelinos’

18.00 Evensong

Sept 6  (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Sept 16 (Sat) 08.00 Parish outing to Piber

Sept 21-24 Archdeaconry Synod, Crete

Sept 29 (Fri) tbc Newcomers’ Evening hosted by 

Christina and Mike Stevens

Sept 30 (Sat) 10.00 Family Day, Schönstattzentrum

Oct 1 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving Family Eucharist

18.00 Choral Evensong

Oct 4 (Weds) 18.30 Council meeting

Oct 14 (Sat) 17.00 Animal Blessing Service, Frank Sauer

18.00 African Fest (tbc)

Oct 21 (Sat) 09.30 Prayer Walk

Nov 8 (Weds) 18.30 Council meeting

Nov 12 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Sunday Service

Dec 9 (Sat) 10.30 Christ Church Advent Bazaar

Dec 13 (Weds) 18.30 Council meeting



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




