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News and views from Christ Church Vienna 
the Anglican/Episcopal Church in Austria



The Holy Spirit descended on 
him in bodily form like a dove. 
And a voice came from heaven, 

“You are my one dear Son; in you 
I take great delight - Luke 3
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The opinions expressed in this publica-
tion are those of the individual authors and 
should not necessarily be considered as car-
rying the endorsement of Christ Church, its 
officers or the Editor.

Pentacost, or Whitsun, is a special time at 
churches across the world. At Christ Church, 
member of the congregation are encouraged 
to dress in red to remind us of the fire of the 
Holy Spirit. The clergy are dressed in red too.

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

A
rt

ic
le

s 
an

d 
ph

ot
os

 i
n 

th
is

 m
ag

az
in

e 
m

ay
 o

nl
y 

be
 r

ep
ro

du
ce

d 
w

ith
 t

he
 p

er
m

is
si

on
 o

f 
th

e 
Ed

ito
r. 

Fo
r 

fu
rt

he
r 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 c
on

ta
ct

 c
ro

ss
w

ay
s@

ao
n.

at
.

Postal address: Jaurèsgasse 12, 1030 Vienna

Church office: Salesianergasse 24, 1030 Vienna ] Tel. and Fax: 714 8900

www.christchurchvienna.org ] office@christchurchvienna.org

also serves Bratislava, Innsbruck, Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and Zagreb

Chaplain of Christ Church Revd. Canon Patrick Curran 714 8900
718 5902

Honorary Assistant Curate Revd. Mike Waltner 

Licensed Reader Ms. Janet Berković (Zagreb) 

Priests with permission Revd. Aileen Hackl 
to officiate Revd. Jan Jensen 

Revd. Clair Filbert-Ullmann 
     Revd. Christian Hofreiter   christian.hofreiter@rzim.eu

Readers with permission Ms. Laura Fairburn 
to officiate Ms. Barbara Ryder 

Church Office Administrator Ms. Miranda Kopetzky 
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The deadline for submissions 
for the August/September 2017 
issue of CROSSWAYS  is 12 July. 
Please send contributions to be 
considered for publication to: 
office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at, or phone the 
Editor on 0650/4747473.

Summer got off to a somewhat slow start this year, 
but as Austria comes alive with a dazzling display 

of summer flowers and blossoms, we are sickened by 
news of yet more human cruelty and depravity in other 
parts of our continent. If it is hard for some people to 
feel God’s presence on a regular day, what must it be 
like for those who have lost their children to a godless 
fanatic. The hearts of mothers and fathers the world 
over reach out to the relatives and friends of victims 
of the Manchester bombing. In our prayers, let us ask 
God to make his presence known to them at this time 
and, eventually, lead them out of the dark tunnel in 
which they currently find themselves. There have been 
moments in all our lives when we must have asked our-
selves the question “Why did God let this happen?”. 
Indeed, as Christians we will have been challenged 
with this very question countless times by friends or 
acquaintances with little or no faith. There is no easy 
answer. It would be useful if our Chaplain or one of the 
other clergy would consider dedicating a sermon to this 
issue to give us the right tools, knowledge and argu-
ments to respond more effectively.

Those who pray know that in some way and at some 
moment in time, God answers those prayers. It may 
not be the response one was hoping for, but eventually 
we will come to realise that it was the right response. 
Occasionally it is almost instantaneous. For my part, 
when I was waiting to be assigned an “older” refugee 
couple to share my home for six months, I received a 
phone call within an hour of my prayer, sending me a 
new grandson who is now an integral part of my life. 
At other times, we find ourselves at a crossroads. God 
inevitably guides us along the right path—although it 
may not always be immediately obvious. Trust is hard 
to acquire yet easy to lose, and I can only hope that 
those, like the families of the Manchester victims, who 
may have lost trust in God will in time regain it. 

I wish you all a happy, fun-filled, refreshing summer, 
a safe journey to those travelling and a well-deserved 
rest for schoolchildren, students and those working 
throughout the year. There are lots of activities to enjoy 
in and around Christ Church, so see you there!
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Deborah Orr, a Guardian 
correspondent, review-

ing (22 April) a performance of 
Lucy McCormick’s Triple Threat, 
wrote: “For me what happened 
was that I saw the monotheis-
tic religion that forms the basis 
of the world’s ‘moral culture’ 
shown up for a patriarchal, fe-
male marginalising death cult 
that it seems to be”. 

As you can imagine I am trou-
bled by such a misinterpretation 
of the Christian faith, let alone the 
questionable assertion that Chris-
tianity “forms the basis of the 
world’s ‘moral culture’— if only it 
did! Islam and Buddhism, to name 
two world religions, may be right 
to question such an assertion. My 
concern is with the second half of 
the statement and Orr’s apparent 
belief that the Christian faith is “a 
female marginalising death cult”.

I would begin by pointing readers 
to Paul’s great statement that in 
Christ, “There is no longer Jew or 
Greek, there is no longer slave or 
free, there is no longer male and fe-
male; for all of you are one in Christ 
Jesus.” (Galatians 3.28) 

With regard to Orr’s critique, what 
might this mean? It means that 
what Christ brings “in his appear-
ing” is a fuller understanding of the 
human person in which a man and 
a woman can both affirm and live 
their femininity and masculinity. 

They do not need to nor should they 
want to deny the wholeness of who 
they are. Who we are always needs 
to be worked through and realised 
although it is evident that what the 
theologians call sin will too often 
thwart and hinder the fullness of 
this living out, this flourishing. 

When we turn to the Biblical wit-
ness we soon see what a prominent 
part women play in Jesus’ ministry, 
as well as being witnesses to the 
resurrection. It is often pointed out 
that Jesus’ social intercourse was 
counter-cultural given the times in 
which he lived. 

Only recently and after much debate 
have the majority of the churches of 
the Anglican Communion affirmed 
that women should be admitted to 
the threefold ministry of the church 
(deacon, priest and bishop). This is 
seen by those in favour of this de-
velopment as a working out of what 
Jesus brought to the world, a devel-
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opment which needs to be worked 
out in time, through history. 

The statement by Orr regarding the 
“death cult that [Christianity] seems 
to be” clearly reverses what Chris-
tianity in truth is. A message about 
life in the hands of certain people 
and ideologies becomes a message 
about death! The Christian faith is 
about life as Jesus says in John’s 
Gospel. “I came that they may have 
life, and have it abundantly”. (John 
10.10b)  Christ’s resurrection is 
about death being overcome. It is to 
be an ensign of life to the nations 
in the face of the reality of death. 
Death is a reality of life. We are 
born to die. This is what the world 
of hard facts tells us, but Christian-
ity shows how we are to embrace 
life in the present by overcoming 
our fear of death, while being a sign 
to us that death is in fact overcome. 
Death is not the final word. 

The Christian says yes to life in the 
face of what some have termed “the 
death culture of our present”. Chris-
tianity stands for life at the begin-
ning, in the midst of life and at our 
end. We value life. We celebrate life. 
We want others to share in the life 
that God is seeking to afford us. 

To suggest otherwise as Orr does 
is scandalous given today’s culture. 
Nazism was an ideology informed 
by paganism. In its turning away 
from Christianity, it sent millions of 
people to their deaths and unleashed 

a killing that we seem so easily 
to forget about again and again. 

John, chapter 10 verse 10 is one of 
my favourite quotes from the Bible; 
in the light of what I write above re-
garding Orr’s remarks it was salu-
tary to be reminded of the whole 
verse! 

“The thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy. I came that they 
may have life, and have it abun-
dantly.” Amen. 

I end with a testimony. It is through 
my Christian faith—having been 
someone who spurned faith—that 
I have come to embrace life more 
fully in the here and now. 
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An early item on Bishop Robert’s 
Vienna agenda (29-30 April 

2017) was a meeting on “Brexit”, 
the generally accepted term for the 
United Kingdom’s withdrawal from 
the European Union following the 
June 2016 Referendum. The meeting 
was well attended by members of the 
congregation and by representatives 
of the wider UK expatriate commu-
nity in Austria. 

Across the vast, geographical area 
served by the Diocese of Gibraltar in 
Europe, there is a great deal of worry 
and unease about Brexit implica-
tions. Bishop Robert is acutely aware 
of this. His meeting in Vienna needs 
to be seen in the same light as the 
meeting that his Office in Brussels 
organized there in January, to dis-
cuss Brexit with people from across 
the diocese. 

Having been introduced and wel-
comed by the Chaplain, Bishop Rob-

ert set forth his view of the Brexit 
problem. From the beginning, no 
British Government had ever ac-
quainted people in the UK with the 
wider objectives that had inspired 
the founders of what is now the EU. 
Konrad Adenauer (Germany), Rob-
ert Schuman (France) and Alcide 
de Gasperi (Italy) had been Roman 
Catholics who aimed to promote the 
recovery of Europe after the second 
World War on the basis of Christian 
values. The EU, from its inception 
—the Coal and Steel Community in 
1952—was designed as an ethical 
peace building project, indeed based 
on Christian ethics and values: If 
coal and steel, the sinews of war, 
were assets shared between France 
and Germany, they would not fight 
each other. 

The Common Market had been an 
important part of the project, but 
was not the only part. Economic 
prosperity had been seen as es-
sential, but more as a means to an 
end than as an end in itself. Unfor-
tunately however, the EU had been 
sold to the British people essentially 
as an economic project with little or 
no emphasis on the wider context. 
Jacques Delors, President of the Eu-
ropean Commission when the Berlin 
Wall fell, had also been inspired by 
the EU (at least in part), as a peace 
project based on liberal democratic 
values and European culture. 

Bishop Robert remarked that the 
moral case for the EU was far less 
evident now, and the EU lacked a 

The Bishop on Brexit
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new narrative. It was still searching 
for answers to problems arising from 
the financial crash of 2008, from un-
employment and more recently, from 
large-scale migration. The Bishop 
reiterated that there was little real 
understanding in the UK of what the 
EU was all about; the Referendum 
result had been largely a protest 
vote and reflected views on social 
and economic injustices in the UK. 
Notwithstanding, the EU remained 
a moral project. Donald Tusk, Presi-
dent of the European Council, spoke 
for people who had lived under com-
munist dictatorship when he said 
that the EU meant freedom, democ-
racy, and independence. It was un-
fortunate that these points were so 
little appreciated in the UK.

Could the Anglican Church have spo-
ken out more? There was a dilemma. 
The Bishops were virtually united 
in having voted for Britain remain-
ing in the EU. However, the polling 
evidence indicated that up to 60 per 
cent of Christians had supported Be-
rexit and parish clergy were far less 
united than the Bishops. Some had 
been subjected to verbal abuse and 
pressure put upon them not to get 
involved in politics; It was not the 
Church’s job to oppose Brexit 

The range of opinion within the An-
glican Church thus resembled that 
within broader society. The better 
educated and more wealthy elites 
opposed Brexit. Others were more 
likely to favour it. The Bishops in the 
House of Lords needed to be very 

cautious in these circumstances.  
Prime Minister May has said ‘Brexit 
means Brexit’. There were criti-
cisms that she was muddled in not 
knowing quite what she wants out 
of Brexit. The Bishop believed that 
this criticism was misplaced.  The 
Prime Minister’s background is in the 
Home Office not the Foreign Office.  
Much of her previous role involved 
an ill-fated attempt to meet targets 
for reducing migration. It seems very 
clear that her objectives for Brexit 
are to do with ‘taking back con-
trol’—and that means withdrawing 
from the jurisdiction of the European 
Court of Justice and taking control of 
immigration. Those things together 
mean, for her, a withdrawal from the 
European Economic Area, more diffi-
cult conditions for trade with Europe 
and some reduction in UK GDP. This 
yields a vision of England which is 
more like the England of our child-
hoods: less migration, a more ho-
mogenous society perhaps, a slower, 
more familiar nation even at the cost 
of some economic dynamism.

The Bishop was deeply concerned 
about Gibraltar, whose population 
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had voted by 96% to remain within 
the EU but which did not seem to 
have been on the radar screen in 
Whitehall before the Referendum. 
Nor had the critical, Irish border 
problem been taken into account. It 
would be interesting to see how, dur-
ing the current UK General Election 
election campaign, the parties cam-
paigning would seek to explain the 
EU’s negotiating position, thereby 
exposing fundamentally differing 
perceptions of reality. Unfortunately, 
with the exception of in Scotland, 
there was no strong pro EU party in 
the UK. 

Bishop Robert regarded as disturb-
ing the lack of understanding of the 
stress and angst about Brexit felt 
by British nationals living in the EU 
and by EU nationals living in Britain. 
This had been reflected at the Brus-
sels meeting in January and which 
the House of Lords BREXIT minister, 
had not, in the event, attended as 
planned. Moreover, in his brief ap-
pearance at the meeting via Skype, 
Lord Bridges did not appear to have 
had a good grasp of the some of the 
key issues involved. 

Against all of this background, what, 
Bishop Robert asked, was God say-
ing? The Bishop believed the mes-
sage to be that actions had conse-
quences. There was a spiritual crisis 
in the UK and in continental Europe. 
Bishop Robert nevertheless found 
inspiration and consolation in the 
prophet Jeremiah , who had been in-
spired to look beyond the distressing 

scenes of the present (in his time, de-
struction and exile), to the hope of a 
much brighter future. He hoped that 
he could help to ease the concerns of 
many in the Diocese by encouraging 
them to hold fast to similar hope in 
God’s providence. 

The meeting concluded with a lively 
Q&A session. The following points 
were made or reiterated: 

• All but one of the 42 bishops had
opposed Brexit. So too had seven out 
of ten Muslim voters.

• Some pro EU clergy had been sub-
jected to abuse. 

• The loss of their UK voting rights
after British citizens had lived abroad 
for more than 15 years was a long-
standing injustice. 

• Multiple identities were to be wel-
comed rather than disparaged. The 
British Prime Minister had stated, at 
one point, that ‘citizens of the world’, 
were citizens of nowhere. This re-
flected a ‘little Englander’ mentality 
that did not sit well with many, if not 
all, of the British nationals living in 
Europe who regarded themselves as 
much European as British. Bishop 
Robert personified the concept of 
multiple identity: an Anglican Bishop 
of Gibraltar in Europe.

• A somewhat distorted teaching of
history, lack of knowledge of foreign 
languages and irresponsible report-
ing by the UK tabloid press had all 
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played a part in the pro BREXIT vote. 
• The way in which the British Gov-
ernment had disregarded Diplomatic 
Service expertise on the EU was 
nothing short of scandalous.

• Those British nationals living in 
Austria who were considering appli-
cations for Austrian permanent resi-
dence status faced challenges. 
 
• Work permits in Austria were 
linked to income. 

• One attendee wanted to know what 
would happen to businesses such as 
aviation that needed frictionless sup-
ply chains and passporting rights.
 
• To date, there was no sign of the 
British Government addressing sub-
stantively the pensions, passports 
and residence concerns of its expa-
triates living in Europe.
 
• Society in the UK was bitterly di-
vided over Brexit (and in Scotland 
there was division over independ-
ence as well). Brexit had soured fam-
ily relationships and long-standing 
friendships. 

The Chaplain added some of his own 
observations: 

• A doctoral study of the referendum 
result in Sunderland had revealed 
that the strong vote in favour of 
Brexit reflected lasting anger at the 
economic policies of the Thatcher 
Government. 

• At one well regarded school in the 
UK, only one out of 100 students had 
taken an A level examination in a 
foreign language: German. This was 
hardly consistent with an outward 
looking, pro-European outlook. 

• He had been surprised, to put it no 
higher, that Theresa May had sought 
to circumvent Parliament in invok-
ing Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty to 
‘trigger’ the Brexit process. Nor had 
her attitude to and language about 
‘the unelected’ House of Lords been 
reassuring.

• Bishops and senior clergy were 
members of an elite—in a different 
sense from current, disparaging in-
terpretations of the term—who had 
a responsibility to lead. Discussion 
then briefly turned to the failure of 
young people to vote in the Refer-
endumlast June and in UK elections 
generally. Perhaps the Church could 
do more to get the youth vote out? 

At the conclusion of the meeting, the 
Chaplain again thanked Robert for 
his initiative in holding the meeting 
and for giving his views on the is-
sues of concern to many of those liv-
ing in the Diocese. He also thanked 
the participants for their time and 
interest. Viewed from Vienna, the 
Brexit-related outlook was bleak and 
it was difficult to envisage any good 
outcome. But perhaps we should all 
take some comfort, as the Bishop 
had done, from the prophet Jeremiah 
and his belief in God’s providence. 
Nil desperandum.
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From my childhood, 
the word “retreat” 

was something I read 
about in history books, 
where great armies, 
under the command of 
their general, retreat-
ed from where they 
were physically and 
re-grouped in order 
to gather strength for 
the battle. As a Chris-
tian, it is basically the 
same principle. We 
take a step back from 
our day-to-day tasks, 

try to see how our life with God is 
doing in order to prepare for what 
lies ahead.

Since the mid seventies, Christ 
Church has offered a “retreat” once 
a year, usually in the late spring or 
early summer. We go away Friday 
evening and spend time together 
until after lunch on Sunday. This is 
all the time that many people can 
manage to carve out of their busy 
lives with work, school and family 
commitments.
 
It seems to me that there are four 
main components to a retreat: place, 
worship, people and input.

The place is important. Most of us 
find we do better trying to pray and 
look at our spiritual life, if we are not 
distracted by the things and people 
of home: meals to prepare, grass to 
mow, telephone calls to answer and 

children’s problems to deal with. It 
takes courage to lock the door of our 
flat and disappear for forty-eight 
hours or so but most of the time 
our families and our homes seem to 
cope quite well without us and we 
appreciate them all the more when 
we get back!

Worship. As we are Anglicans—a 
tiny minority in a Roman Catholic, 
German-speaking country—it feels 
like home to go away for a few days 
of Anglican worship in English, with 
people we know, or have at least 
seen on Sundays in church. Com-
pline, our late evening service will 
probably be our first act of worship 
together. It may be unfamiliar, but 
many find it a peaceful way to end a 
long and stressful day. 

Before the ending of the day,
Creator of the world we pray,
That you with steadfast love would 
keep,
Your watch around us, while we sleep.
 
People. It does make the whole sit-
uation less scary if there are at least 
a couple of people one has met be-
fore, perhaps on the drive out to the 
retreat centre. Usually the Friday 
evening begins with a round of in-
troductions. Don’t be alarmed if you 
don’t catch all thirty new names 
first time. Practically nobody does, 
and those who seem to know eve-
rybody have probably been several 
times before and only have to learn 
a few new names!

The Journey Continues!
by
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My response is: a strengthening 
of faith and friendship and the 

joy of learning and sharing.

Here is the story. After more than 30 
years in Vienna, my working career 
at the IAEA came to an end and in 
retirement I returned home to live in 
the green heart of rural Ireland, the 
Republic. Memories of the tensions 
and distrust between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the churches of 
the Reformation remained with me.  
Life was peaceable, but the tensions 
remained, although greatly softened.

An ecumenical fellowship was born, 
centred on my house and supported 
by my Roman Catholic friend Brigid.  
We had a mini-management team, 
blessedly balanced: two clergy, two 
lay, two women and two men. We set 
out to build bridges and foster dia-
logue. In 1993 we took our first step 
in ecumenical outreach. We gathered 
a group of some thirty friends for our 
first ecumenical retreat, led by a Ro-
man Catholic priest and well known 
author, Father Pat Collins. This was 
the first of a series of annual re-
treats stretching over twenty years, 
and held year for year at the guest-
house of a Cistercian community 
set among green fields and mature 
beech woods. Each year we invited 
a retreat leader, alternating between 
the two churches, “Protestant” and 
“Catholic” in local terminology.

An iconic highlight was a retreat 
jointly lead by the Revd Ken Newell 
of Fitzroy Presbyterian Church in 

Belfast, together with 
his staunch friend and 
companion-in-arms, 
Father Gerry Reyn-
olds of the Clonard 
Redemptorist commu-
nity in Belfast. Both 
became widely known 
for working tirelessly 
as peacemakers and 
peacebuilders in the 
dark days of sectarian 
violence in “the North”.  
The violence has now 
blessedly abated since 
the guns were taken off 
the streets, leading to the Good Fri-
day Agreement signed in April 1998.

In starting out we gave much care 
to choosing a name, and settled on 
a pre-reformation name calling to 
mind the small wooden oratories of 
Ireland’s early monastic past. The 
name we chose was OAK HOUSE 
or DAIRTHECH in Irish. These were 
the small wooden oratories found at 
monastic settlements, such as Clon-
macnoise on the Shannon river. All 
that now remains of these buildings 
are a few post-holes, often beneath a 
later stone church.

We declared ourselves to be a group 
of committed Christians, firmly 
rooted in their respective traditions, 
and dedicated to the ministry of Je-
sus Christ as expressed in prayer, 
healing and reconciliation. As the 
birthdays followed one another, 
Brigid and Claire decided it was time 
to withdraw at 80 plus years, and 

A Blessed Opportunity
by C

laire B
esnyoe

continued on p15ß
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Stift Göttweig

The retreat centre 
at Göttweig offers 

its own—usually silent 
—retreats, which look 
very interesting (and I 
keep meaning to book 
one sometime). How-
ever, the kitchen staff 
are always amused 
and pleased when 
we come along once 
a year, because we 
are so different, and 
so very talkative! The 
reasons for joining a 

Christ Church retreat at least once 
are the following, and you will pri-
oritize them according to your own 
taste. The natural and architectural 
setting in Göttweig abbey, over-
looking the Danube valley, is mag-
nificent. Beautiful country walks. 
You will have set aside two whole 
days with nothing to do but reflect 
on your faith (or whatever else you 
may need to reflect on) alone or 
with others, and enjoy some fellow-
ship. This alone is so wonderfully 
refreshing that you don’t really need 
any other reason.

How much to join in or keep to 
yourself is entirely at your discre-
tion. If you are alone and don’t 
feel comfortable sharing a double 
room, there are a few single rooms 
too. If you are a newcomer to Christ 
Church, you will have the opportu-
nity to meet some of the old hands 
(and vice-versa!), and even several 
ex-members (who come back for 

this once a year from wherever they 
are now living). 

If you are a newcomer to the Chris-
tian faith or to Anglicanism, or still 
not sure, you will have an extremely 
useful learning experience in a non-
judgmental and pressure-free en-
vironment. You will become more 
familiar with the various services 
in our Common Worship, includ-
ing Morning and Evening prayer 
and Compline. You may also dis-
cover the „proper“ way to recite the 
Psalms.

The retreat leader offers four or five  
talks or meditations on whatever the 
subject is that year, usually based 
on Scripture. In addition, they will 
be available for a private conversa-
tion—to discuss anything that is on 
your mind, perhaps something you 
feel awkward discussing with the 
people you see regularly at church, 
or just to get a “second opinion“. 

Meal times are fun and chatty. Some 
leaders will suggest a time when we 
try to observe silence, and you may 
be surprised how much you enjoy 
those!

by
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Something for Everyone
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closed down, so that the retreats 
were no more.

However, enthusiastic voices urged 
us to continue: “Couldn’t we have 
a one-day Reunion, just to maintain 
friendships and keep the spirit of 
Oak House alive?” Here is the clos-
ing chapter of my story. This year 
we will be celebrating our third re-
union: same friends (and some new 
faces), same monastic setting and 
the same atmosphere, both familiar 
and friendly.

In summary: I have been a most 
grateful participant in at least a 
dozen or more Christ Church Vienna 
retreats, going back to Heiligenkreuz 
days and with vibrant memories also 
of Göttweig, refreshing and encour-
aging memories. I feel strongly that 
a retreat is a blessed opportunity to 
strengthen faith and friendships and 
to share the joy of learning and pray-
ing together in a monastic setting.

By input, I mean “the leader” and 
what he or she has to say. At Christ 
Church we have a different leader 
every year. As a person who has 
participated in many retreats, I have 
usually found them to be special 
people with a special message. They 
always seem to come extremely well 
prepared with many good things to 
say.
 
And of course the retreat will end, 
for better or worse! At the start, on 
Friday evening, it seems as if the re-
treat will last forever but suddenly, 
it is Sunday lunch time and time to 
say “good-bye” to strangers, who 
have become friends, and to the 
leader, who has brought so many 
new ideas and insights into words 
and Bible passages I thought I knew!

And so we go home to face the 
world again and our usual tasks and 
chores, we are now possibly able to 
see them from a slightly different 
perspective. The journey continues, 
the scenery is the same, but I find 
God has somehow been at work.  
Yes, the place, Stift Götweig, with 
its atmosphere of prayer and mag-
nificent views was just right! The 
worship had a comfortable feeling, 
some of the people now have names 
and stories, not just faces. And as for 
the leader: each of us will have his 
or her own impressions. We came 
together for a while and something 
special happened.God is at work 
creating community among us. 

continued from p12 continued from p13
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Once again, Patrick Knox-Peebles has organized a walk on the Rax (a mountain 
chain not far from Vienna) for members of the congregation and their families. 
We meet on Saturday,15 July for our three-hour (relatively easy) hike, and then 
have lunch together in a local Gasthaus. For more details, see p27. This has 
always been a very popular activity in the past and those who have not yet ex-
perienced the beauty of Austria’s mountains should not miss this opportunity!
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The annual Schweigemarsch for persecuted Christians organised by CSI is tak-
ing place on the afternoon of 9 June as a prelude to the Lange Nacht der 
Kirchen. The march begins at 1600 from the Stephansplatz and proceeds to the 
Augustinerkirche, where prayers are said immediately before the official open-
ing of the Lange Nacht der Kirchen. Everyone is invited to join the march.  It is 
a moving experience to be walking slowly through the first district in silence, 
contemplating on the fate of fellow Christians.
Miranda Kopetzky

The Austrian Ecumenical Forum for Christian Women in Austria is organizing 
an event on 23 June. If you are interested in attending, please contact them di-
rectly. A reception will take place on Friday, 23 June at 19.00 at the Franciscan 
Sisters in Simmering (Wien 11). Of course, men are also very welcome! During 
the evening there will be a screening of the film “The Garden of Eden” (http://
www.schutzfilm.com/). The producer, Patricia Marchart, will be present. If you 
would like to attend, kindly register by email to info@frauenoekumene.at. You 
may wish to share this invitation with your friends and family. The Austrian 
Ecumenical Forum for Christian Women and the national coordinators, Regina 
Augustin and Esther Handschin, look forward to seeing you on 23 June. For 
further information, please see http://www.frauenoekumene.at/.

The Kids’Church/Family picnic will take place after the Family Service on 11 
June. This is a fun event for the entire family—both your own family and the 
larger family of Christ Church. You don’t have to be a child yourself or have a 
child in Kids’Church to attend. In fact, the more the merrier! Come along with 
something to add to the common picnic table (food and/or drink), comfort-
able shoes and clothes and a light heart. We generally find a convenient table 
and benches, but blankets are also useful as we often need to spread out. It 
is a great opportunity for the young and not-so-young to let off steam, enjoy 
each other’s company and take part in (or observe) a number of games. More 
details on p31. 
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Claus Vogl has once again agreed to lead a Nature Walk in the Lobau, Vienna’s 
national park in the 22nd district. The Lobau is one of the only remaining 
swamps in Europe and home to a wide variety of flora and fauna. We meet on 
22 July at 14.00 at the home of John and Judy Castelino (Saltenstraße 65, 1220 
Vienna) and return there for tea/coffee/cold drinks and cakes after the walk. 
For those using public transport, the 98 bus goes close to their house, or the 
U2 (Aspenstrasse) is a bus-ride away. This has been an enjoyable event in the 
past both for youngsters and adults and Claus has a wealth of knowledge to 
share with us. Please send me an email if you would like to join and feel free 
to contact me for further details (castelino@aon.at or 0650/4747473).     Judy

The traditional Christ Church BBQ is scheduled for Sunday, 3 September. All 
members of the congregation attending the 10.00 service that day are cordially 
invited to attend. There will be a sign-up list nearer the time at the back of 
the church. Volunteers to help both before and during the event are especially 
welcome!

The reading group is meeting on Friday, 14 July at 18.30 this time at the home 
of Philip and Sally Reading. We are reading The Book of Disquiet by Fernando 
Pessoa (1888–1935) published posthumously in 1982, 47 years after the au-
thor’s death. According to Amazon, “in this extraordinary book, the putative 
‘factless autobiography’ of an accountant named Bernardo Soares, Fernando 
Pessoa explores and dismantles the nature of memory, identity, time and nar-
rative, creating one of the greatest—but also the strangest—modernist texts. 
An assembly of sometimes-linked fragments, The Book of Disquiet is a mesmer-
ising, haunting ‘novel’ without parallel in any other culture.”

Last October, many of us enjoyed a tour of Vienna’s Botanical Gardens under 
the expert guidance of Prof. Dr. Michael Kiehn, head of the Botanical Gardens. 
In response to popular demand, Dr. Rose Samuel has arranged a second tour 
for members of the congregation, this time in summer, so that we can expect to 
see a different variety of plants as well as some of the interesting specimens we 
learned about last year. The tour will take place on Saturday, 8 July. We meet 
at 9.45 in front of the Church Centre and will make our way up the road to the 
gardens (Rennweg 14) so that the tour can begin punctually at 10.00. Alterna-
tively, you might wish to meet us at the entrance to the gardens at around 9.55. 
This was an exciting event last year and provided a unique opportunity for us 
to learn interesting facts about the plants, trees and history of the gardens.
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A good retreat, I believe, has an 
agenda but not an overly ambi-

tious agenda. I find retreats that pack 
a full schedule of meetings exhaust-
ing and only mildly productive. A 
good retreat also has balance: time 
for fellowship and time for private 
time. Time for study and time for 
taking a walk. Time for prayer and 
worship, but also time for silliness, 
fun, and laughter.

In 2005, I attended a women’s week-
end retreat that forever changed my 
life. The program fit my parameters 
for a really good retreat. We read 
and discussed the book, The Friend-
ship of Women by Joan Chittister. 
We played games, ate great food and 
laughed a lot. 

We were sequestered in a beautiful 
retreat center in Northern New Mex-
ico that was reached via a long dirt 
road, and which had vast wooded 

grounds on which to wander during 
“free time.” We sang and worshiped 
and sat by the enormous fireplace. 
One evening, we were asked to write 
on a slip of paper one positive qual-
ity that described each woman in the 
room, including writing one for our-
selves. We collected them and read 
them aloud, giving each woman an 
opportunity to hear words of encour-
agement and affirmation.

What had happened over the course 
of the weekend was that we had be-
come a community of women ready 
to support one another, even though 
prior to the retreat we did not know 
each other well.

What was the life-changing experi-
ence? An hour before we were set to 
leave, one of the retreat leaders com-
mented on how we had bonded. “I 
was wondering,” she said, “would 
you be interested in forming a mis-
sion team to build a home in Juarez, 
Mexico?” She stated she had hesi-
tated with this request, not knowing 
how we might respond. Because of 
the powerful experience of the Holy 
Spirit during the course of the re-
treat, we all responded “yes!” with-
out hesitation. I have no doubt that if 
she had made this proposition with-
out the context of the retreat, there 
would have been a lot of hemming 
and hawing and analyzing, as well 
as lists of pros and cons.

Our group of women, emboldened by 
our retreat weekend, organized sev-
eral fund-raisers, and eight months 

A Good Retreat
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Walk on the Rax

later formed the first all-women 
mission team for Gateway Missions 
in Juarez. I fell in love with the peo-
ple of this impoverished and forgot-
ten part of the world and learned to 
swing a hammer and hang drywall.  
I have since built 12 more houses 
in Juarez and I am grateful that my 

then-teenage daughters accompa-
nied me on many trips. My church in 
the United States continues to send 
a team every year and most of them 
have been all-women teams. So you 
are now forewarned: the Holy Spirit 
is a powerful presence at a good re-
treat!!

We are inviting fit and able 
members of the church 

to meet up in the village of 
Hirschwang, in Lower Austra, on 
Saturday 15 July at 10 o'clock, ready 
for a 3-hour walk on the plateau of 
the Rax mountain. The 2000-meter 
high plateau is reached by cable car 
perched up on the mountain on the 
far side of Hirschwang.

This will be the eighth time we have 
organised the walk, usually with 
about 35  members of the congre-
gation.  Those with some problems 
of mobility may want to take a short 
route from the starting point, re-
maining on mostly flat ground for 
about 20 mins to reach the Otto 
Haus.

Once we have completed the walk, 
lunch will be available at the res-
taurant/pension, Obere Eggl, in 
Prein an der Rax, a charming vil-
lage about 10 minutes drive from 
Hirschwang.

Registration
If you would like to come along, 
please add your name to the form 
pinned up in the church porch, and 
indicate whether or not you or the 
family would like to have lunch to-
gether with the rest of the group. 
The price is very reasonable.

Patrick Knox-Peebles will be or-
ganising the event. Any questions, 
phone 0699 10710565.
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I’m a traditional-
ist on how to read 

history. I’ve always 
felt that every fig-
ure of historical 
importance has to 
be interpreted in 
the context of the 
times in which he 
or she lived, if we 
are truly to under-
stand what people 
did and how histo-
ry unfolded. If we 
judge them by the 
sentiments preva-
lent in our soci-
ety today, whether 
we are looking at 
Cleopatra, Napo-
leon or St. Paul, 
we will misunder-

stand and misjudge them. We inherit 
the ways of thinking that we find in 
our own society as we grow up. This 
is the lens through which we try to 
make sense of our world.

Now, if we want to peer into a long-
ago world, today’s lens setting will 
give us a very blurred picture. We 
have to try to envision the world as 
those who lived in it saw their world. 
The more we can focus on what it 
was like and what the people living 
at that time struggled with, the bet-
ter we will come to terms with what 
they thought, why they did whatever 
they did, and what legacy they left 
for us. I think this is also true of our 
Biblical heritage. Stressing the im-
portance of context will not relativ-

ize or cast in doubt the great truth of 
our Christian faith or the Scriptures 
which reveal it to us, but a greater 
grasp of what was going on in his-
tory outside the pages of Scripture 
helps to shine more light on the Bib-
lical texts themselves that we read.

One of the victims of contemporary 
wrong-lens criticism has been St. 
Paul, who is today sometimes at-
tacked by “modernists” for allegedly 
proffering ill-tempered, misogynis-
tic and reactionary instructions to 
the early Christian communities to 
which he addressed his letters.  Yet 
there is a provocative study of St. 
Paul that offers a wholly fresh inter-
pretation of Paul’s most controversial 
writings, by examining them along-
side the writings of the polytheistic 
and cruel culture of his day. Its au-
thor, feminist Sarah Ruden, examines 
the literature of the time to paint a 
convincing picture of what life was 
like in the early Roman Empire and 
how St. Paul strove to protect the 
most vulnerable people and elevate 
their status among emerging church 
communities in the only society that 
he knew and could draw upon from 
experience: The one he was born 
into, educated in, and lived in.

Ruden is a scholar of classical litera-
ture and languages (Latin and Greek), 
poet, translator, essayist, and popu-
larizer of Biblical linguistics. She is 
currently at Brown University in the 
US. Her book is Paul Among the Peo-
ple: The Apostle Reinterpreted and Re-
imagined in His Own Time.

St. Paul and His Times
by
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Her explanation of why she wrote 
this book grabs the reader’s atten-
tion: “The last thing I expected my 
Greek and Latin to be of any use for 
was a better understanding of Paul. 
The very idea, had anyone proposed 
it, would have annoyed me. I am a 
Christian, but like many, I kept Paul 
in a pen out back with the louder and 
more sexist Old Testament prophets. 
Jesus was my teacher; Paul was an 
embarrassment.   

“But one day, in a Bible study class I 
was taking, a young woman objected 
to the stricture against sorcery in the 
‘fruit of the Spirit’ passage in Paul’s 
letter to the Galatians. She said that 
to her sorcery meant ‘just the abil-
ity to project my power and essence.’ 
Most of the class gave the familiar 
sigh: Paul was kind of a brute, wasn’t 
he? I would have sighed too, had 
there not flashed into my mind an 
example of what sor cery could mean 
in a Greco-Roman context: the Ro-
man poet Horace’s image of a small 
boy buried up to his neck and left to 
starve to death while staring at food, 
so that his liver and bone marrow, 
which must now be imbued with his 
frenzied longing, could serve as a 
love charm….

“Paul dealt with several social issues 
that remain painful today. Read in a 
way that shows the challenges, ide-
als, and strategies behind his words, 
he usually offers diverse people 
something they can agree on. [For 
example] In the case of homosexual-
ity, it is the passion he had for end-

ing exploita tive sex, the only physi-
cal expression of homoeroticism he 
likely knew about.” 

Among the great gifts that God be-
stowed on him was Paul’s ability 
to see human community in a new 
light. Contemporary critics may be 
right that he wasn’t always able to 
do this. Ruden, however, credits him 
with doing so in remarkable cases. 
Writing his letters even before the 
Gospels were written, he grasped 
the essence of Jesus’s teachings 
and sought to apply them in practi-
cal instruction for the benefit of the 
emerging churches that he helped 
plant and visited. Early Christians 
came together from many cultures 
and backgrounds. How were they to 
build fellowship with one another? 
How was their faith as a new people 
to be realized in daily life?

Paul had to interpret eternal, re-
vealed truths about human relation-
ships in a way that the new Chris-
tians could comprehend. Ruden finds 
in his letters, above all, a continuing 
affirmation of the commandment 
that we should love one another. She 
believes that he never lost sight of 
this fundamental truth and that all 
his writings stem from this realiza-
tion, which is, I suppose, why the 
church considered his letters divine-
ly inspired and part of the canon of 
writings that it identified as the New 
Testament. Paul’s understanding of 
the duty of love is, then, the source of 
all his practical advice for the strug-
gling new Christian communities. He 

ß



26

counsels them about what practices 
they should adopt and how to stand 
against the cold, prevailing pagan-
ism that was all around them. One 
might say that this is a requirement 
for Christians in any and every age, 
but certainly never more so than at 
the very beginning of the church.

For Ruden, Paul’s teachings are in 
defiance of the pagan norms of the 
Greco-Roman world of his day. Her 
treatment of two of the most trou-
bling topics for modern-day readers 
illustrates her approach.

Marriage and Family
Ruden contrasts Paul’s defense of the 
family with pagan customs such as 
widespread infant infanticide. At the 
will of the father, a new baby that 
was deformed or simply didn’t ap-
peal to him for any reason could be 
done away with. Wives could be di-
vorced and cast out, and children too, 
at the whim of the head of the fam-
ily, leaving them destitute. Marriage 
itself was a contractual relationship 
which had little to do with love or 
happiness. First-century Romans 
made family decisions “on the ba-
sis of convenience, physical beauty 
or money: whimsical divorces, reck-
less adultery, and routine abortions.”

The Christian ideal of marriage that 
Paul described is an enduring bond 
of husband, wife and children in love 
of God and of each other. It was a 
totally new concept that Paul was 
advocating. An ancient letter (To Di-
ognetus) by an astonished pagan, 

alludes to how different these early 
Christians seemed to their contem-
poraries:

“They marry, as everyone does; they 
beget children, but they do not de-
stroy their [unwanted] offspring….
They are in the flesh, but they do not 
live after the flesh. They pass their 
days on earth, but they are citizens 
of heaven. They obey the prescribed 
laws, and at the same time surpass 
the laws by their lives. They love all 
men, and are persecuted by all.”

Ruden underscores up the change for 
women in particular:

“Paul did make a huge change in the 
status of women and in marriage, 
but not the one we ascribe to him. By 
bringing the quest of happiness into 
it [i.e., all can experience it by keep-
ing oneself open to God], he let loose 
not only that hope and possibility, 
but with it all of the complexity that 
ancient customs had tramped down. 
People now had to figure out rela-
tionships between the sexes: wheth-
er to have relationships at all…how 
to balance relationships with the 
spiritual life, and how to love each 
other selflessly rather than take each 
other for granted as providers and 
breeders.”

This was revolutionary thinking.  
“Faithfulness now applied equally to 
men and women—a real shocker….
It was now going to matter whether 
spouses filled each other’s needs; 
this was the new law and ethic for 
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them. Moreover, Paul’s affirmation of 
the indissolubility of marriage took 
place in a very different cultural con-
text than ours today.”
 
Slavery and freedom
Paul’s letter to the Christian slave 
owner Philemon informs Philemon 
that Paul has asked the runaway 
slave and possible thief Onesimus to 
return to Philemon. Paul begs Phile-
mon to accept the return of Onesi-
mus with loving kindness. Can it be 
that Paul really found slavery com-
patible with Christ’s teachings?

Ruden interprets the Letter to Phi-
lemon quite differently. Drawing on 
her impressive knowledge of Latin 
literature, she compares Paul’s text 
to the Roman orator Cicero’s use of 
irony and exaggeration in letters of 
recommendation. Indeed, she thinks 
that Paul may be parodying Cicero 
for literary effect. She tells us what 
Latin authors thought about slavery 
and how even setting a slave “free” 
may often have meant simply that 
the former slave was cut adrift from 
livelihood and connectedness to oth-
ers. The ex-slave did not become 
a person with any right to decent 
treatment or a place in society, cer-
tainly not a citizen.

Paul, however, confronts Philemon 
with what we might regard as his 
Christian duty to embrace Onesimus 
as a person of equal worth. There is 
no analog to this in Roman experi-
ence. He boldly asserts that Onesi-
mus is a new-born spiritual son of 

Paul’s, one who fills Paul with joy 
and confidence despite Paul’s im-
prisonment. He tells Philemon that 
Onesimus’s flight must not result 
in punishment but in promotion to 
brotherhood with Philemon! One-
simus is of the same value as Paul 
himself. Paul offers to pay Philemon 
any monetary compensation that 
might be due, but this seems tongue-
in-cheek and not something we re-
ally expect Philemon to seek. Finally, 
Paul expects Philemon to treat One-
simus as he would treat Paul himself. 
Ruden sums it up:

“God alone has the power to make 
a runaway slave a son and brother, 
and in fact to make any mess work 
out for the good … Philemon has 
only to surrender to the grace, peace, 
love, and faith the letter urges, and 
the miracle will happen….But he 
leaves Philemon without a to-do list 
and with only (only?) an assurance 
of profound love and purpose.” Paul 
Among the People tackles a great deal 
more—the pursuit of pleasure, civil 
authority, homosexuality, the foun-
dations of a new type of community. 

Whether or not the reader finds all 
of Ruden’s contentions convincing, 
her book really does a good job of 
reinterpreting and reimagining Paul 
for us in the context of his own time. 
I look forward to her next book (just 
published), The Face of Water: A 
Translator on Beauty and Meaning in 
the Bible. 
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On the night of Friday, 5 May, 
Philip and Sally Reading host-

ed a Quiz Night at their apartment 
in the 19th District. The event was 
well attended, with more than 
twenty members of the Christ 
Church community coming out to 
enjoy food and drink.

Phillip Reading began the night with 
an opening prayer giving thanks to 
God for the fellowship of friends 
attending followed by an informal 
supper provided by guests who 
brought a dish from home to share.   
After enjoying dinner and great 
conversation, guests were split into 
groups of four, given print-outs of 
the different quiz categories and 
told to come up with a team name.  
Some of the categories included 
were, World History, Austrian His-
tory, Religion, Poetry, UK Trivia, 
Sports, and Anagrams. Philip Read-
ing, Quiz Master, read questions 

aloud as his wife Sally provided the 
theme music which set the ambi-
ence and timing of any great televi-
sion quiz game.  The night was filled 
with laughter, team work, positivity 
and great fun.  The quiz itself was 
very well prepared, testing even 
the most experienced quiz-taker’s 
abilities. Here are some examples 
of the various questions included in 
the quiz:

•  What is the name of the Roman
province where Jesus was born?

• What Easter tradition is held
annually on the lawn of the White 
House?

• Who was given the nickname
‘the Queen of Soul’?

• What ingredients must be add-
ed to a Gulasch in order to make a 
Fiaker-Gulasch?

Answers: (1) Judea; (2) Easter Egg Roll; (3) Aretha Franklin; (4) Eggs, gherkin, sausage

Quiz Night
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At KidsChurch we are powering 
on to the end of this term with 

a full programme of activities. In 
May we had two sessions of Prayer 
and Movement with Lynn, learning 
how to use our bodies while pray-
ing the Lord’s Prayer.

Those of you who were in church 
on 21 May would have appreciated 
the fine delicacies prepared by the 
children for coffee hour after the 
service. 

In June we will have our annual 
Pentecost Party (Happy Birthday to 
the Church) followed by the Family 
Service and Picnic on Trinity Sun-
day. Our final lesson will be on June 
18. We will break for the summer,
returning on Sunday, 10 September.

Over the past two years we have 
been following the readings for the 
church year, however in the autumn 
we will start at the beginning with 
Creation and move through the 
great stories of the Old Testament. 

Kids’Church  in  June

At the moment we have a mixed 
aged group from under 3’s (with 
parent) up to 13. All are welcome.

Last year the Family Picnic roared 
back into life and we will meet 
again this year for fun and games 
after the Family Service on 11 June. 
We will gather in the Prater just be-
hind the skateboard park (corner of 
Rustenshacherallee and Hauptal-
lee). Bring a packed lunch or some 
snacks to share. There is a small 
playground there for the younger 
crowd and a good games space for 
everyone. You can get there by tak-
ing the S-Bahn to Praterstern and 
walking up Hauptallee or you can 
take the 4A bus from Am Modena-
park to the end station and walk up 
Rustenshacherallee. In case of rain 
we will eat our snacks in the church 
centre and plan to try again at a fu-
ture date!

Looking forward to seeing you 
there. All members of the church 
family are invited to attend.

kidsChurch and Family Picnic
Sunday, 11 June 2017 
from 12.00 – 15.00  

(or until the final whistle blows!)

by Lucille C
urran
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Sunday, 7 May saw the blessing of the Churchwardens and the new 
Church Council. If most of the faces are already familiar it is because 

they have served on the Council before in one capacity or another! This 
makes them especially deserving of our gratitude for their willingness to 
continue to serve our church. Perhaps next year there will be some new 
volunteers for the Council ...

On 19 February, Jason Ehigie Ifedayo Ikhimlen-Iria

On 23 April, Emily Adefunke Adeyemi

Funeral of Gordon Murray at the Zentralfriedhof, on 21 
April.

Memorial Service for Robert Gordon Whittle on 
3 February

Memorial Service for Toby Fischer on 24 February

From the Church Registers
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Dates for your Diary

   DATE TIME EVENT

June 1 (Thurs) 18.30 Theology on Tap, In the image of God - God 
made them

June 4 (Sun) Pentecost

June 9 (Fri) Lange Nacht der Kirchen in Vienna (not at CC)

June 11 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist and KidsChurch Picnic

June 23-25 June Retreat Göttweig Monastery. Dr Jennifer Moberly 

June 28 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

July 1 (Sat) Christ Church team at ‘s Häferl

July 5 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council Meeting

July 8 (Sat) 09.45 Tour of the Botanical Gardens, pt 2, Rose Samuel

July 14 (Fri) 18.30 Reading Group: The Book of Disquiet, Fernando  
Pessoa, meeting at Sally and Philip Reading’s

July 15 (Sat) 10.00 Walk on the Rax, Patrick Knox-Peebles

July 22 (Sat) 09.00 Men’s Breakfast

August 26 (Sat) tba Church Council planning 

Sept 3 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist

12.00 Christ Church BBQ

18.00 Evensong

Sept 6  (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Sept 16 (Sat) Parish outing to Piber

Sept 21-24 Archdeaconry Synod, Crete

Sept 29 (Fri) tbc Bring and share for newcomers

Sept 30 (Sat) 10.00 Family Day, Schönstattzentrum

Oct 6-8 Adults Weekend Away, Göttweig

Oct 14 (Sat) 17.00 Animal Blessing Service, Frank Sauer

Nov 12 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Sunday Service

Dec 9 (Sat) 10.30 Christ Church Advent Bazaar



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12

Mothering Sunday 2017




