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The opinions expressed in this publica-
tion are those of the individual authors and 
should not necessarily be considered as car-
rying the endorsement of Christ Church, its 
officers or the Editor.

The Blessing of the Palms on Palm Sunday 
is always a special event at Christ Church. It 
begins place in the church garden. The con-
gregation then moves in procession into the 
church, singing “All Glory Laud and Honour.” 

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna
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Editor on 0650/4747473.

There are some people—and this land of milk and 
honey seems to produce quite a few—to whom 

one should avoid asking the polite but largely rhe-
torical question “How are you?”. Unless, that is, one 
is happy to stand patiently for ten minutes listening 
to a litany of medical confidences. At the other ex-
treme, the other day I was able to contact my best 
friend from my school days who had moved a few 
years ago to Wales. She had sent me her new num-
ber in a Christmas card but I had stupidly failed to 
change it in my contacts’ list. I was taken aback and 
deeply saddened to be told, in answer to that same 
question “Fine thanks [pause] no actually, I suppose 
I’m not fine since I’ve been diagnosed with asphestos 
lung cancer and there’s nothing the doctors can do for 
me”. She was matter-of-fact, accepting and without a 
trace of complaint in her voice. I well recall our habit-
ual bellyaching about insignificant issues (at least in 
retrospect) such as an unusually tough Latin test, la-
crosse practice on a wet and windy afternoon or hav-
ing to wear stockings in July. At work, I had another 
friend, Helen, who enjoyed nothing more than a good 
grumble about ... well just about anything, however 
insignificant. And yet at her funeral, even her closest 
friends were surprised to learn that she had chosen 
to keep her knowledge of her life-shortening illness 
to herself. She—about the least secretive person you 
could imagine—had decided not to burden her friends 
with that knowledge.

Imagine what it must have been like to stumble along 
a dusty road, weighed down by a heavy cross, your 
body exhausted from the punishing blows of soldiers’ 
truncheons. And yet Christ did not complain. He set 
an example for us all. Human suffering is often borne 
with great dignity. Many of us have examples within 
our families or circles of friends and acquaintances. 

Next time we start to say “I suppose I shouldn’t com-
plain, but ...” let us remember those who are truly suf-
fering, in mind or body. This is an appropriate time of 
the year to keep them in our thoughts and prayers, 
praying to God that they might find joy and relief from 
pain. A happy, holy Easter to all!
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In June I will revisit the Ben-
edictine of Nütschau in 

Schleswig-Holstein, where I 
spent a profitable weeklong si-
lent retreat last year. During my 
visit I will with other beginners 
paint or write, as some prefer to 
say, an icon of the Easter Angel 
at the Tomb – Der Osterengel 
am Grab (see Matthew 28.1-10). 
My time in the heart of a pray-
ing, worshipping and serving 
Christian community will afford 

me an opportunity to take time to 
consider the meaning of Jesus’ res-
urrection anew. 

The Resurrection like many of the 
signs that Jesus performs is a stum-
bling block, I can appreciate why 
this is so. Men and women are not 
raised from the dead. Resurrection 
is not an everyday occurrence. The 
door of Christian faith only opened 
up to me in a living and meaningful 
way when I was able as a young man 
to accept and embrace Jesus’ resur-
rection.  The implications of that ac-
ceptance are still being worked out 
in this “little life of mine”.

The first words the angel speaks to 
the women on the first day of the 
week after the Sabbath are, “Do not 
be afraid”. We best understand those 
words if we go back to the begin-
ning, if we go back to the Book of 
Genesis. Adam and Eve having eaten 
of the tree of the knowledge of Good 
and Evil realize that they are naked. 
They are ashamed. Their response 

is to hide themselves from the pres-
ence of the living God. The author 
of the Book of Genesis touchingly 
writes of how God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day (early 
morning) misses them and calls out, 
“Where are you?” Adam replies say-
ing, “I heard the sound of you in the 
garden, and I was afraid, because I 
was naked; and I hid myself.” (Gen-
esis 3.8-12)

Man is afraid of God and his fear 
leads first to estrangement from 
God and then to strife and death. 
Read the story of Cain and Abel. 
The “easy-going” relationship that 
existed between God and man in 
the Garden is disturbed. Our cel-
ebration of Easter reminds us that 
God’s intention from the beginning 
has always been to restore that rela-
tionship. What has been done, what 
the poet theologian John Milton calls 
man’s first disobedience, cannot be 
undone, but it can be overcome. It 
can be redeemed. 

The invitation of Easter, the invita-
tion of the Easter Angel at the Tomb 
is “Do not be afraid!” Allow those 
words to sink in. Allow them to abide 
in you. Those few words “Do not be 
afraid” are an invitation to live life as 
fully as possible given who we are, 
given our personal circumstances, 
given the political turmoil of each 
age, regardless of the season of life 
we presently find ourselves in. Each 
season of life poses challenges, but 
each also affords opportunities. 
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These opportunities may diminish 
with the years, but opportunities re-
main to be acted on, to be pursued 
and to be lived out.  All is gift.  To 
be a Christian is to see possibility all 
around. 

In the Resurrection the Angel says 
to the women, “Do not be afraid”. In 
Matthew’s account of that first East-
er morning, the women immediately 
set out without delay to do what the 
Angel has asked of them. Fear is be-
ing replaced by great joy! Mega Joy 
would be a literal translation of the 
Greek adjective. On the way Jesus 
greets the women and repeats the 
words that they have already heard 
and acted on. “Do not be afraid”. 
Their fear is already being turned 
into great joy. To be a Christian is to 
be marked by joy.

In reading the above you may have 
recalled the words of the Psalmist as 
I did, “The LORD is on my side; I will 
not fear: what can man do unto me?”  
(118.6) Psalm 118 is well worth read-
ing in preparation for Holy Week 
and Easter. It is entitled “A song of 
victory”. The Resurrection is a sign 
of God’s victory over death and sin 
in and out of time. In the Psalm we 
read, “This is the day that the Lord 
has made; let us rejoice and be glad 
in it.” Yes, the first Easter morning is 
a day of divine making with a divine 
message, a message “from above”.

Down the centuries men and wom-
en have put their trust in the Lord 

as in Psalm 118. The first Easter 
morn brings with it a message “from 
above”, while reminding us that our 
trust is not in vain. It reminds us that 
we are marked by a deep joy that 
should flow outwards into a com-
mon life, while at the same time see-
ing possibility all around us, as we 
expectantly make our way with the 
women telling of the things of God 
and doing the things of God as we 
are invited to. Why expectantly? The 
women departed quickly from the 
tomb to tell the disciples as instruct-
ed. They were still a little fearful, but 
already possessed of a great joy. On 
the way Jesus greets them saying, 
“Be rejoicing!” 

Great Joy
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ, 

“Purity of heart is to will one thing”, 
said the Danish theologian Soren Ki-
erkegaard. I write these words near 
the beginning of Lent, a season in 
which we try even more seriously 
than usual to order our desires under 
the overarching desire for God. Since 
our desires are continually stimu-
lated, manipulated and exploited by 
powerful forces in the world, Lenten 
disciplines of even moderate asceti-
cism are strongly counter-cultural 
and have seldom been more valuable 
in promoting true spiritual life. 

It has been a particular delight for 
me that the daily lectionary this Lent 
has us reading through the prophet 
Jeremiah. Few other biblical charac-
ters exemplify such a single-minded 
longing after God and his purposes. 
For 40 years, Jeremiah faced the po-

litical situation of his day with utter 
realism. He helped his people navi-
gate their way through one of the 
most disturbing times in their his-
tory—the huge discontinuity and 
disruption marked by exile in Baby-
lon. Against the false prophets, who 
disseminated an easy message of 
‘business as usual’, Jeremiah is un-
flinching in proclaiming that God is 
faithful, but that a very different kind 
of hope and a so far unimagined fu-
ture lie on the other side of a painful 
judgement. “I know the plans I have 
for you”, declares the Lord, “to give 
you a future and a hope. You will 
seek me and you will find me when 
you seek me with all your heart.” 
(Jer. 29:11).     

Jeremiah provides a suggestive back-
drop to Easter. In his book “Outside 
Eden – Finding Hope in an Imper-
fect World”, Peter Fisher counters 
the idea that Easter is an exercise 
in mere wish fulfilment. We have 
plenty of evidence to suggest that 
the disciples who followed Jesus 
were expecting that, having given 
up homes, fishing businesses and so 
on, they would be rewarded with a 
relatively smooth path to greatness 
in the kingdom of God. They had, we 
know, been in the habit of discuss-
ing the various positions of honour 
they could expect. But Jesus’s death 
seemed to be the unexpected end of 
their hopes. And Jesus’s resurrection 
- a new spiritual body - was quite 
outside the rational categories that 
had so far been available to them. 
So the shape of the hope that opens 

BISHOP ROBERT INNES’ EASTER MESSAGE 



7

up before the disciples on Easter Day 
is quite different from anything they 
had previously known. And, not sur-
prisingly, the new resurrection order 
dramatically changes the character 
and capacities of the disciples too. 

For most of us, Easter Sunday morn-
ing is epitomised by the reading of St. 
John’s account of Mary Magdalene 
meeting her risen Lord in the garden. 
I have been struck, in re-reading 
this text, by the repeated ‘turning’ 
of Mary. She is the first to see the 
empty tomb. After running away in 
fright, she returns with Peter and the 
other unnamed disciple. Having seen 
the empty tomb, the others depart, 
but Mary remains, standing weep-
ing outside the tomb. When the gar-
dener engages her in conversation 
she ‘turns around’ and sees Jesus, 
though without recognising him. It is 
in the face to face conversation be-
tween them, and in particular when 
Jesus speaks her name, ‘Mary’, that 
she recognises the risen Lord. 

Rowan Williams comments (in ‘Res-
urrection – Interpreting the Easter 
Gospel’): “She, the one who had 
turned, again and again, in ever-
dwindling hope, now finds that hope 
answered. Turning, over and again, 
to the name, the figure, the recollec-
tion of Jesus, even when it can only 
seem abstract and remote, issues 
at last in knowing with utter clar-
ity that it is still he who calls us into 
our unique identity.” It is in turning, 
metanoia or conversion (or re-con-
version) that we find Jesus and are 

found by him. Thus Mary finds a 
new future and a new hope.    

Easter 2017 greets an uncertain and 
fearful European continent. The 
achievements of the post-war dec-
ades are being radically questioned. 
The story of smooth progress to-
wards an ever-more prosperous, 
liberal and globalised future is be-
ing angrily protested against. Yet we 
don’t know what could replace it. 
The European Commission has pub-
lished a White Paper that offers five 
very different scenarios, and both 
Protestant and Catholic Churches 
are holding conferences on ‘The Fu-
ture of Europe’. There is, as yet, little 
in the way of genuinely convincing 
and inspiring ways forward. We feel 
ourselves to be in a kind of ‘Holy Sat-
urday’, with old hopes having gone 
and a new vision yet to crystallise. 

If that is our situation, we can take 
courage from Jeremiah, who assures 
his readers of a future and a hope 
that lie, not in the immediate pre-
sent, but on the other side of exile. 
For Christians, faith is the assurance 
of things hoped 
for and the 
conviction of 
things not yet 
seen (Hebrews 
11:1).  And so, 
in the pur-
poses of God, 
Easter bursts 
upon us in 
unexpected 
ways with 

BISHOP ROBERT INNES’ EASTER MESSAGE 
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the promise of a future that we can-
not yet specify. 

Whatever the vagaries of human his-
tory, the seasons of the natural world 
are a tangible reminder of the faith-
fulness of God. Each year, the flow-
ers grow and the trees blossom. As I 
write this, my daffodils are just start-
ing to show the first yellow of Spring. 
I am reminded that amidst the sad 
Lamentations of Jeremiah (which are 
traditionally read on Good Friday), 
the prophet can nonetheless declare: 
“The Lord’s compassions never fail, 
they are new every morning: Great is 
your faithfulness!”   

In closing, I want to thank all our 
clergy and lay people who will be 
involved in the preparation and con-
duct of worship for Holy Week and 
Easter. I wish insight and skill espe-
cially to those who will be endeav-
ouring to communicate the Easter 
message in ways that will connect 
with regular churchgoers and visi-
tors alike. I hope and pray that peo-
ple will turn to meet the risen Lord in 
the welcome and worship we offer. 

I wish you all a blessed and joyful 
Easter. 

Crossways has lost a valuable friend, 
who for the past eleven years has en-
sured that the magazine is printed and 
delivered in a timely manner. Herr Karl 
(Charlie) Schneller, our contact at REMA 
Print, passed away suddenly and unex-
pectedly on 28 February. He provided us 
with an excellent service over the years, 
accommodating our wishes and require-
ments in an invariably courteous yet 
professional manner. It was only reading 

his obituary at the REMA Print website that I learned that Herr Schnel-
ler was in fact a manager (Geschäftsführer) of the company, which he 
had personally built up from a small enterprise some forty years ago, to 
one of Vienna’s foremost quality printers. His cooperation, advice and 
support will be sorely missed. I would like to extend my condolences to 
Drückerei REMA Print as well as through them to Karl Schneller’s fam-
ily. Rest in peace, dear Herr Schneller! 

ß

The Editor
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A favourite image of many when 
pondering the divine is that 

of God resting after the exertions 
of creation. It is a gift that the Ten 
Commandments enshrine God’s rest 
and the imperative of rest. Rest not 
only for the individual, but rest also 
for the community, the people and 
the nation. One thing I fail to un-
derstand is how today’s managers, 
who are often mothers and fathers 
themselves, collude knowingly or 
unknowingly in the undermining 
of a day of rest. A great Austrian 
achievement to my mind has been 
the initiative to resist Sunday shop-
ping on a large scale. There is a 
day in the week that has a different 
pace. As a Christian I am happy that 
this day of rest is the first day of the 
week, our Sunday: each Sunday be-
ing a day of celebration of Christ’s 
resurrection from the dead. 

Be that as it may, the reason for 
these thoughts is my upcoming Sab-
batical. From 1 May until 30 June I 
will be on Sabbatical. I will be back 
at Christ Church on Sunday, 2 July. 
Most of my time on sabbatical will 
be covered by Bishop Martin Whar-
ton, the former Bishop of Newcastle, 
whom I have known since my time 
in Bradford (1987-1993). His wife 
Marlene will accompany him. Please 
welcome them. The clergy of Christ 
Church and the churchwardens will 
assist Bishop Martin. 

Some have asked what I am doing 
while on Sabbatical. A wish of mine 

for some time has been to walk in 
Galilee to take in the landscape that 
is the backdrop for Jesus’s Galilean 
ministry. I will spend a week walk-
ing from Nazareth to Tiberius. From 
there I will go to Jerusalem, where I 
will be the guest of the Revd David 
and Mrs Pileggi for a week. David 
is the Rector of Christ Church, Jeru-
salem, which Vienna Christ Church 
members visited during the pilgrim-
age to the Holy Land some years 
ago. Again the idea is to get a feel 
for the city as a pilgrim rather than 
a package tourist. I will also spend a 
few days in Tel Aviv, which I do not 
know at all. 

As you may have read elsewhere in 
Crossways I will spend a week in the 
Benedictine monastery of Nütschau, 
where with others I will “write” an 
icon. Additionally, I still hope to en-
rol in a training course as an elec-
tion observer. In the end this may 
mean that I will undertake the 
online training course due to 
the lack of training opportu-
nities. My focused reading 
will be on anthropology 
in light of genetics, social 
studies and archaeology 
alongside reading re-
lated to Christian the-
ology. I am looking 
forward to the Sab-
batical and want 
to thank everyone 
who has had a 
hand in affording 
me this opportu-
nity.      The Chaplain 

The Chaplain on the Move
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In May 2015, the Venerable Colin Wil-
liams was appointed Archdeacon of 
Germany and Northern Europe and the 
Eastern Archdeaconry. He visited Vi-
enna in January where in addition to 
attending Christ Church and meeting 
the Council he attended the Ecumeni-
cal Service in the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, took part in a sympo-
sium on Luther to mark the 500th an-
niversary of the Reformation and vis-
ited the interreligious dialogue centre, 
KAICIID. He took time out of his busy 
schedule to give an interview for Cross-
ways. We look forward to his next visit 
to Vienna and Christ Church.

What path led you to the priesthood?
I come from Southport near Liver-
pool in the Northwest of England. 
My parents were originally with the 
Salvation Army but later become 
Methodists. I was raised as a Meth-

odist, but during my teen years, lost 
touch with the church. One of my 
early claims to fame is meeting the 
Beatles at Floral Hall in Southport 
in 1962, before they had achieved 
world fame. When I left school, I 
read law at Oxford and practised for 
five years as a solicitor, specializing 
in matrimonial law. 

While I enjoyed my time as a law-
yer, I always thought that there was 
more in life awaiting me. During 
my years in Oxford, I had become a 
member of the Church of England. I 
attended a selection conference for 
the priesthood in 1975 where the 
interviewers seemed to discern in 
me a calling to serve as an ordained 
minister. I trained for the priest-
hood, in Oxford and was then or-
dained in Liverpool Cathedral, first 
as a deacon in 1981 and the follow-
ing year as a priest. I served my cu-
racy at St Paul’s Stoneycroft in Old 
Swan and subsequently served in 
the Walton District of Liverpool—
both among the poorer inner city 
districts of Liverpool—that was 
both challenging and fulfilling.

What was your next career move?
I left Liverpool in 1989 to become 
chaplain to the Bishop of Blackburn 
and it felt in many ways like a be-
reavement. In Blackburn, I had a 
dual role as chaplain to the Bishop 
and chaplain of Whalley Abbey, a 
former Cistercian abbey in Whalley, 
Lancashire, which involved organ-
izing retreats and conferences. 

Face-to-Face
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I stayed there for five years be-
fore moving to the post of vicar of 
of St Chad’s in Poulton-le-Fylde, 
a market town in north-west Eng-
land with a population of just un-
der 20,000 near the famous coastal 
resort, Blackpool. Despite a large 
congregation with two parish 
schools, it was a warm, friendly 
place to work and I enjoyed my time 
there very much. In 1999, I was ap-
pointed Archdeacon of Lancaster, 
combining that role with the post 
of diocesan rural officer with over-
sight of parishes in the part of the 
Diocese of Blackburn. My brief was 
to try to build up churches in north 
Lancashire. This coincided with an 
outbreak of foot and mouth disease 
among sheep and cattle and proved 
to be a very challenging time.

When did you first become involved 
with the Anglican Church in Europe?
For many years now, I had been a 
member of the Church of England’s 
Council on Christian Unity and very 
much involved in developing  the 
relationship between the Church 
of England and other European 
churches. 

In 2005 it was the turn of the 
Church of England to assume post 
of General Secretary of the Confer-
ence of European Churches, with its 
headquarters at that time in Gene-
va. I applied for the post and found 
myself in Switzerland for a five year 
term of office. The Conference of 
European Churches is a fellowship 

The Conference of European 
Churches (CEC) is a fellowship of 
some 114 Orthodox, Protestant, 
Anglican and Old Catholic Church-
es from all countries of Europe, plus 
40 national council of churches 
and organisations in partnership. It 
was founded in 1959 and has offic-
es in Brussels and Strasbourg.In its 
commitment to Europe as a whole 
the Conference seeks to help the 
European churches to renew their 
spiritual life, to strengthen their 
common witness and service and 
to promote the unity of the Church 
and peace in the world.

CEC works on a number of issues 
of common concern for European 
churches. These include bioethics, 
peace and reconciliation (including 
commemorations of World War I), 
labour and economic issues, cli-
mate change, education, economic 
and social issues, environment, 
climate justice, human rights and 
religious freedom, inter-religious 
dialogue, migration, minority and 
majority churches, and theological 
education.

The highest governing body of CEC 
is the Assembly, held every 5 years 
and is made up of delegates ap-
pointed by CEC member churches 
and representatives of associated  
organizations. A twenty member 
governing board meets twice annu-
ally to oversee the implementation 
of the decisions of the Assembly.

ß
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ous buttons—I had European expe-
rience, spoke German and French 
and had already served as Archdea-
con—but I was still very conflicted 
about this and barely one  the day 
before the deadline expired, I ap-
plied for the post. The interview 
itself was extensive, lasting around 
75 minutes. At the end of the pro-
cess, I was asked if I would accept 
the post. I took a few days to talk 
it over with friends and with God. 
I moved to Frankfurt in September 
2015 to take up the post of Arch-
deacon of Germany and Northern 
Europe and Archdeacon of the East.

Is this your first opportunity to live 
in Germany?
I spent a term in Germany as a 
schoolboy, where I lived with a 
German family. When I was work-
ing with the Bishop of Black-
burn we were partnered with the 
Landeskirche Braunschweig. 

How do you manage to cover such a 
large area?
Frankfurt has very good transport 
connections, particularly flights, so 
it is no problem getting around the 
diocese. I am responsible for up to 
70 congregations in Germany, Scan-
dinavia, Finland, the Baltic coun-
tries, Turkey and Eastern Europe. 

During the first 15 months of my 
posting, I have managed to visit 
around half of these congregations 
and plan to visit more this year. My 
current challenges include work-

of Orthodox, Protestant, Anglican 
and Old Catholic Churches from all 
countries of Europe (see box). My 
role was to help build a dialogue on 
the most divisive areas, as well as to 
promote a Christian voice amongst 
the major European institutions. 

This proved to be a fascinating but 
also exhausting job and after five 
years, I felt it was time to resume 
my duties as a parish priest. I was 
assigned to the market town of Lud-
low in the West Midlands where I 
was part of a team of three or-
dained ministers responsible for 17 
churches. These included St. Lau-
rence, Ludlow, by common consent 
one of the finest parish churches in 
England 

Although my professional life 
seemed to have been divided into 
chunks of five years, I didn’t actu-
ally intend to move from Ludlow. 
This all changed in 2015 when I 
was sent a vacancy announcement 
for the post of Archdeacon in Eu-
rope. I seemed to have pushed vari-

St. Laurence Church, Ludlow

ß
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ing out the impact of Brexit on the 
Anglican church in Europe and 
safeguarding the interests of young 
people and vulnerable adults.

How do you manage your home life?
As a bachelor, I am used to domestic 
chores and am able to keep things 
simple. I’m usually away between 
three and five days a week, but I 
make sure that I have some time to 
pursue my own interests such as 
walking in the beautiful countryside 
around Frankfurt, reading, going to 
the cinema and singing. I have sung 
in two choirs and whenever I am 
able still enjoy singing in a choir.

What is your impression of Christ 
Church Vienna?
This is my first visit to Christ Church 
and I can see that it is committed 
to mission and growth. It certainly 
ticks all boxes in terms of fellowship 
and ecumenical relations. 

A final word?
I have been truly blessed in my path 
through life. The next step has al-
ways come as a surprise rather than 
as a planned progression. I believe 
that God works through other peo-
ple, and my calling was certainly 
recognized by others before I was 
aware of it myself. 

Since September last year, Christ Church has run three courses on pas-
toral care. Some of the issues covered included answers to the ques-

tions: How do we care for all? How do we ensure people don’t slip through 
the net? How do we achieve this as a church without leaving all to 
a busy clergy team? Can we as members of the congregation 
become more intentional about our involvement in pastoral 
care as lay people? 

The courses were well attended and proved to be 
very useful. For this reason, there will be further 
course this spring/summer, led by Revd. Mike Waltner. 

The course will be held in the Church Centre on Monday 
evenings, as follows:

Session 1:  24 April
Session 2:  08 May
Session 3:  22 May 

Pastoral Care Course

Session 4:  29 May 
Session 5:  5  June
Session 6:  12 June
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“In giving we receive”.  The theme 
of the Christ Church steward-

ship campaign reminds us that God’s 
economy is one of abundance. God’s 
"Blessed is the man who will eat at 
the feast in the kingdom of God" 
(Luke 14:15) (Luke 22:16 and 18; 
Matthew 26:29). The message for us 
is that God has created a banquet for 
his people. Banquets and feasts are 
celebratory affairs, unproductive, by 
definition and not very efficient be-
cause they are lavish and provide 
sustenance well beyond our needs.
 
In the West, we are losing the sense 
of God’s abundance. Instead we 
have exchanged it for an economy 
of efficiency and productivity. Do-
ing more in less time and with fewer 
resources is the mantra of the day. 
What is surprising is that one might 
think such an approach would lead 

to improving our stewardship 
o f the environment and 

our ability 
to provide 
necessary re-

sources to those 
who need them. 

However the opposite 
seems to be the case. 

Instead the dominant impulse 
in today’s world is to reach 
out and grasp hold of what 
we can: to horde as much 
as possible, keeping goods, 
money and resources for our 

own advan-
tage over our 
neighbours.

In sales, “the rule of scarcity” is used 
to create a sense of urgency in buy-
ers. The more scarce something is 
perceived to be the higher the value 
placed on it. Numerous sales tests 
have been conducted where people 
are asked to draw from a basket of 
goods. The results: when the bas-
ket is full people will only take a few 
things, when the basket is close to 
empty people take as much as they 
can. The message to sellers is sim-
ple make your shelves look under-
stocked so that buyers will think 
supplies are running out. 

The rule of scarcity is the rule of the 
world substituting for the rule of God 
and his kingdom. And this has se-
vere consequences for believers, the 
church and the world as a whole. A 
close study of the story of Ananias 
and his wife Sapphira in Acts, chap-
ter 5 shows that to horde from your 
neighbour, to lose trust in God’s pro-
vision, is not a sign of Christian life. 

God’s plan for us is to give us so 
much more than we could ever need 
and even more than that in the words 
of 1 Chronicles 29:14 “For all things 
come from you, and of your own 
have we given you”. The belief that 
in giving we receive is something 
with which I—and I believe all of 
us—struggle when we realize the 
abundance of time, talents, money 
and other resources God has given 
us to enjoy and share with others as 
we live that witness to his rule, his 
abundance and the coming of His 
kingdom. 
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Forty days before we celebrate 
Easter, the Church suggests that 

we fast—in other words, do without 
something we like or enjoy. In our 
present day society, where TV ads 
are continually telling us that we 
are worth that extra bit of luxury, 
this does not go down well.

What should we do, and why 
should we bother? A friend of mine 
who is a pastor said, “I can’t see 
how not eating chocolate is going to 
improve my relationship with Jesus!  
Does she have a point?

In our Anglican Church in small-
town Canada in the late forties, 
Lenten Boxes were passed out to us 
in Sunday School before Lent began, 
and were expected back on Easter 
Sunday, filled with all the coins we 
had saved because we had eaten no 
sweets for forty days. Sometimes 
mum helped out with some pennies 
at the end.

Now as an adult, I find that choco-
late really does taste better and is 
somehow special if I have not had it 
for a while. But I have a friend who 
says she fasts differently—not with 
food, but trying out a new idea eve-
ry year. This year she has decided 
to go out of her way to be nice to 
people whom she is less keen on, 
and see if their relationship can be 
improved. I’ll ask her after Easter 
how this has worked!

Some people at Christ Church have 

joined one of the Lent Groups and 
are spending time with other peo-
ple in fellowship, listening, worship 
and prayer. There is still time if you 
want to join us, and lots on offer at 
Christ Church after Easter, so you 
haven’t missed the boat!

Have you thought of attending all 
four services at Christ Church–
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 
the Easter Vigil and Easter Day–or 
if you are not in Vienna, looking for 
a Church wherever you are? A new 
Church with a different tradition 
may seem strange, and perhaps 
you will appreciate Christ Church 
all the more when you come back 
again!

Easter is glorious! Bells ring again.  
My mother enjoyed a new hat – “In 
her Easter bonnet, with lots of flow-
ers on it” and somehow, the sun al-
ways shines and the birds sing!

I wish readers a Holy Lent and 
Happy Easter.

Thoughts on Lent
by R

evd. A
ileen H

ackl





Wednesday

12

19

26

43

Easter Day

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Second Sunday of Easter

Third Sunday of Easter

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Confirmation with Bishop Robert
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Said Eucharist
10.00 Sung Eucharist

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Lent Group  
 (Church Centre) 

18.15 Prayer through
 Movement

18.15 Prayer through
 Movement

08.30 Morning Prayer

April 2017

10 11

1817

24 25

16

23

30

Monday Tuesday

Palm Sunday  Monday of Easter 
Week 

Tuesday of Easter 
Week 

9

2

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with Blessing of the Palms
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Evensong

Sunday

St. George St. Mark the 
Evangelist

19.00 Pastoral Care  
 Course



09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Church Council
 Meeting

17.00 Church Council  
 to meet Bishop  
 Robert

28 29

Wednesday

12 13 14 15

22212019

26 27

6 7 1

8

5
Thursday Friday Saturday

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
18.30 Lent Group
 (22nd district)
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group
18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice
20.00 Maundy Thursday
 Liturgy

12.30 Ecumenical Service

18.00 Good Friday
 Liturgy 21.00 Easter Vigil

17.00 Easter Service  
 in Klagenfurt

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

09.00 Men’s breakfast

11
Tuesday of Easter 

Week 
Wednesday of 
Easter Week 

Maundy Thursday Good Friday Easter Eve 



08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

Wednesday

31

31 2

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Fifth Sunday of Easter

Sixth Sunday of Easter

Seventh Sunday of Easter

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Said Eucharist
10.00 Sung Eucharist
18.00 Six O’Clock service 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Choral Evensong

14

21

28

May 2017

98

15

22

29 30

23

16

7

Monday TuesdaySunday

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer
St. Philip and  

St. James

Labour Day

St. Matthias

19.00 Pastoral Care  
 Course

19.00 Pastoral Care  
 Course

19.00 Pastoral Care  
 Course



09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Church Council  
 Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Quiz Evening at  
 the Readings

09.30 Holy Communion

19

262524 27

20

Wednesday
5 6

13121110

17 16

Thursday Friday Saturday

19.00 Brassissimo  
 concert at  
 Christ Church

31

3 4

10.00 Sung Eucharist

18.15 Evening Prayer

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.15 Evening Prayer
19.00 Choir Practice

Ascension Day

9

30
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Palm Sunday   08.00   Holy Communion
   10.00   Sung Eucharist with the Palm Procession
Holy Tuesday  08.30   Morning Prayer
Holy Wednesday   09.30   Holy Communion
Maundy Thursday  18.15   Evening Prayer
   20.00   Celebration of the Lord’s Supper with the  
   washing of the disciples’ feet and the one hour  
   watch in the garden 
Good Friday  12.30   Ecumenical service
   18.00   Good Friday Liturgy
Holy Saturday  21.00   Easter Vigil with the Easter Fire
Easter Sunday  08.00   Holy Communion
   10.00   Sung Eucharist with the blessing of the  
   Easter Garden
Many people think of Christmas as the great Christian festival, but the number 
of special services during Holy Week and Easter Sunday suggest that Christ’s 
passion, death and resurrection is the central event. The Liturgy of Holy Week 
is a deep and ongoing meditation on the saving work of God that plumbs the 
depths of divine action and our human experience so that every moment of 
time and every nook or cranny of our lives and of the whole of creation is per-
meated by the grace of God. Salvation is costly, but it is also beautiful in that 
God does not spare himself. The contemplation of the crucified one reminds us 
of Paul’s question, Death where is thy sting? There is one who has shown us 
that death is not the last word. The exaltation of the risen one reminds us that 
after night comes day. I invite you to a careful keeping of Holy Week through 
prayer, fasting, meditating on God’s word and attending the Holy Week Litur-
gy: Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter. The Easter Vigil 
is a most beautiful, moving and appropriate way to celebrate our rising from 
the dead with Christ to the life that Christ is always seeking to give us.

The Revd Dr Robert Kinney is offering three more sessions of Soundings on 
16, 23 and 30 May in the centre at 19.00: “‘This too shall pass.’—Ecclesiastes 
3:23.” It’s an encouraging statement of comfort in a time of challenge. Yet, in 
fact, it’s not actually in the Bible. There aren’t even 23 verses in Ecclesiastes 3! 
For as long as there has been a Bible, there have been people misquoting and 
misinterpreting it by taking verses out of both historical and literary context. 
And still today, the Twitterization of verses can conceal true meaning as eas-
ily as convey it. Join us for a short series of Soundings in which we look at a 
handful of famous passage from the Bible and maybe, possibly, figure out what 
they might actually mean. “Do not forsake assembling together, as is the habit 
of some, but encourage one another (to attend).” Hebrews 10:25.
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After a break of a few years the brass ensemble Brassissimo are returning to 
Christ Church for one of their much loved concerts on Friday 19 May. Sean 
Nield, a former verger of Christ Church, is a member of this fun loving group 
of musicians. For further information visit their website: www.brassissimo.at.

Bishop Robert Innes, our diocesan bishop, is coming to Christ Church, Vienna 
on Sunday 30 April for a confirmation service at 10am.  Your prayers are asked 
for the confirmands. This year the candidates are: Owen Dieterle, Benita and 
Kimberley Ekathor, Rebecca Leslie, Sophie Stremitzer, Nicole Tettey and Jan 
Volkemer. 

There is, perhaps, no more controversial or contentious subject in religious cir-
cles than sex. Whether referring to gender or sexuality, a lot of time and energy 
has been put into figuring out Christian approaches. Join a few local clergy for 
an open conversation on gender and sexuality in the Church and in society. 
There will be an opportunity to ask questions openly or anonymously. Grab 
a drink. Ask your questions. Watch some clergy sweat. Join us on Thursday, 
June 1, at 18.30 for food and drink, open questions starting at 19.00. Café mu-
seum, Operngasse 7,1010 Wien (Karlsplatz (U1/U2/U4)). Clergy taking your 
questions are the Revds. Maria Scharffenberg (Swedish Lutheran Church) Mike 
Waltner (Christ Church) and Dr. Robert S. Kinney (Christ Church).

Please note that the bazaar this year will be held on Saturday, 9 December in 
the Bundesamtsgebäude, Radetzkystraße, 1030 Vienna. This preliminary an-
nouncement gives me an opportunity to say thank you once again to everyone 
who participated in last year’s bazaar. Your contribution is appreciated!

The reading group is meeting again on Tuesday 25 April at 1830 in the church 
office. We are reading Do not say we have nothing by Madeleine Thien. The  book 
follows the lives of a Chinese mother and daughter in Canada who take in a 
refugee girl from China.

Sally and Philip Reading are holding their popular bring–and-share spring quiz 
evening on Friday, 5 May starting at 18.30. Please sign up on the list at the 
back of the church for what is always a fun evening (see p29).



22

PALM SuNDAY ranks as one 
of Christianity’s holiest days. 

It falls on the last Sunday of Lent 
(this year on 9 April) and marks the 
beginning of Holy Week. It com-
memorates the triumphal entry of 
Jesus into Jerusalem to celebrate the 
Passover. The gospels record the ar-
rival of Jesus riding into the city on 
a donkey, while the crowds spread 
their cloaks and palm branches on 
the street and shouted “Hosanna to 
the Son of David” and “Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord” 
to honour Him as their long-awaited 
Messiah and King. The significance 
of Jesus riding a donkey on a street 
paved with palm branches is a ful-
filment of a prophecy spoken by the 
prophet Zechariah (Zechariah 9:9).

It was the custom in that region in 
biblical times for kings and nobles 
arriving in procession to ride on the 
back of a donkey. The donkey (or 
domesticated ass) was a symbol of 
peace; those who rode on a donkey 
proclaimed peaceful intentions. The 
laying of palm branches indicated 
that the king or dignitary was arriv-
ing in victory or triumph. 

Palm Sunday was first celebrated 
in the Jerusalem Church during the 
late fourth century. The ceremony 
consisted of prayers, hymns and ser-
mons recited by the clergy while the 

people moved among various holy 
sites throughout the city, the chil-
dren bearing palm and olive branch-
es. By the fifth century, Palm Sun-
day celebrations had spread as far 
as Constantinople. The procession 
through the city included the clergy, 
the laity as well as the emperor and 
his family. In the sixth and seventh 
centuries two new Palm Sunday tra-
ditions were introduced: the ritual 
blessing of the palms and a morn-
ing procession instead of an evening 
one. Adopted by the Western Church 
in the eighth century, the celebra-
tion received the name “Dominica in 
Palmis” or “Palm Sunday”. 

MAuNDY THuRSDAY, also known 
as Holy Thursday or Green Thursday 
in some countries, precedes Good 
Friday in Holy Week. It was on this 
day that Jesus celebrated the Pass-
over with his disciples at the Last 
Supper when he foresaw his betrayal 
by Judas Iscariot. The day is asso-

Holy Week Diary

Everyone knows why we celebrate 
Easter, but perhaps we need to refresh 
our memories with the sequence of 
events during Holy Week.
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ciated with four events: the wash-
ing of the disciple’s feet by Jesus, 
the institution of the Holy Eucharist, 
the agony of Christ in the Garden of 
Gethsemane and Christ’s betrayal. 
The word ‘Maundy’ is derived from 
the Latin word for ‘command’ as in 
Mandatum novum do vobis (a new 
commandment I give to you”). At the 
Last Supper, Christ commanded his 
disciples to love each other as he 
loved them. 

The custom during the time of Christ 
was for a servant to wash the feet of 
guests as they arrived for the Passo-
ver celebration. During Christ’s last 
supper, there was no servant in at-
tendance. Since the disciples did 
not volunteer to wash each other’s 
feet, Jesus himself performed the 
task so giving them an object les-
son in humility and service to others. 
The custom of washing feet is ob-
served in many churches, including 
Christ Church, in commemoration 
of Christ’s humility. The celebrant 
washes the feet of twelve members 
of the congregation, representing the 
twelve disciples. 

During the Last Supper, Christ took 
bread and wine and gave them to the 
disciples declaring that they were his 
body and blood. This has become 
the most fundamental of all Chris-
tian sacraments, the Holy Eucharist. 
After the Last Supper, Christ prayed 
with his disciples in the Garden of 
Gethsemane before his betrayal and 
subsequent arrest. At the Maundy 
Thursday liturgy, in Christ Church as 
in all other churches, the commun-
ion is consecrated for Good Friday. 

Maundy Thursday Liturgy: 13 April, 
20.00 at Christ Church

gOOD FRIDAY
In the morning following his arrest, 
Jesus was brought before the Roman 
governor Pontius Pilate, charged 
with treason against the Roman Em-
pire. Pontius Pilate realised that the 
charges had been trumped up by 
Jews, resentful of the fact that Jesus 
considered himself the Son of God 
and King of the Jews, but did not have 
the courage to stand up against pub-
lic opinion. He referred the matter to 
King Herod, who similarly found no 
reason to crucify Jesus and passed 
the decision back to Pontius Pilate. 
Even when the death sentence had 

been passed, Pilate had another 
chance to release Jesus, since it 
was the custom at the Passo-
ver to exonerate one sentenced 
prisoner. Again Pilate failed to 
stand up against the popu-
lar demand that called for the 
release of a murderer named 
Barabbas. Pilate’s wife had 

ß
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seen Jesus in a dream and implored 
her husband not to crucify a right-
eous man. Facing the crowd for the 
last time, Pilate washed his hands to 
show that he was not part of deci-
sion to crucify Christ.

Weakened after a severe beating by 
the soldiers, Jesus painfully carried 

his cross to Golgotha, the site of 
the execution. His cross bore 
the inscription Iesus Naza-
renus Rex Iudaeorum (Jesus 

of Nazareth, King of the Jews), 
abbreviated on 

many cross-
es today 
as INRI. 

When he 
c o u l d 

carry his cross no further, he was 
helped by Simon of Cyrene. Flanked 
by two criminals, He agonized on the 
cross for six hours, again taunted 
by the soldiers and watching crowd. 
During his last three hours on the 
cross, from noon to 3 o’clock, dark-
ness fell over the entire land. Christ 
called “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” and drew his last 
breath. There was an earthquake, 
tombs broke open, and the curtain in 
the Temple was torn from top to bot-
tom. The centurion on guard at the 
site of crucifixion declared, “Truly 
this was the Son of God!”
 
Pilate asked confirmation from the 
centurion of whether Jesus was 
dead, whereupon a soldier pierced 
Jesus’ side and informed Pilate that 
Jesus was indeed dead. Joseph of 
Arimathea, a member of the San-
hedrin and secret follower of Jesus, 
went to Pilate to request Christ’s 
body. Together with Nicodemus, he 
wrapped the body of Jesus in a clean 
linen shroud and placed it in his own 
new tomb that had been carved in 
the rock in a garden near the site 
of crucifixion. Nicodemus brought 
myrrh and aloes, and placed them in 
the linen with the body, in prepara-
tion for the annointing of the body 
after the Sabbath. They rolled a large 
rock over the entrance of the tomb 
before returning home before sunset.

Good Friday Ecumenical service on 
14 April, 12.30 at Christ Church.  
Good Friday Liturgy at 18.00
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EASTER SATuRDAY 
On the day following his crucifiction, 
Christ lay in the tomb. Churches all 
over the world hold an Easter vigil 
late on Saturday night to mark the 
end of Lent and the beginning of 
Easter. The Paschal candle, lit from 
the Easter fire on the last day of Holy 
Week symbolises the light brought 
by Christ into the darkness.

Easter vigil at Christ Church, 15 April  
at 21.00

EASTER DAY
At daybreak, on what came to 
be known as Easter Day, Mary 
Magdalene went to visit the tomb 
together with other women. Because 
of the Sabbath, there had been no 
time to annoint and prepare Christ’s 
body in the Jewish tradition. Arriving 
at the tomb, they found it open, with 
no sign of Jesus’ body. Two angels 
appeared and the women were ter-
rified. The angels asked them: “Why 
do you look for the living among the 
dead? He is not here; He has risen! 
Remember how He told you that He 
would be turned over to sinful men, 
be crucified, and rise again on the 
third day!”

The apostles arrived, fetched by the 
women, and found the tomb empty, 
so they went home. Mary Magdalene 
stayed outside the tomb crying. Sud-
denly, a man she did not recognize 
asked her whom she was looking 
for. Mary took him for the garden-
er and said, “Sir, if you have taken 
Him away, tell me where, and I will 

take Him!” Jesus said, “Mary!” Then 
she recognized Him and exclaimed, 
“Master!”. 

Later that same day, two of Jesus’ 
disciples were walking along the 
road to Emmaus, a village just out-
side Jerusalem. Suddenly, Jesus was 
there with them, but they failed to 
recognize Him. As they approached 
Emmaus, the disciples invited Jesus 
to stay with them. It was not until Je-
sus took bread, blessed it and broke 
it and gave it to them that they rec-
ognized Him. He then vanished from 
their sight. They returned to Jerusa-
lem and told the other disciples that 
they too had met the risen Christ. 

The same evening the apostles were 
together in a locked room when Jesus 
appeared among them. He showed 
them the wounds on his side and 
hands and the apostles were over-
joyed to see Him again.

The Easter Sunday services at Christ 
Church are on 16 April at 8.00 and 
10.00 
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Stewardship catches me with a 
bad conscience just now. What 

am I entrusted with and taking 
trouble to look after for posterity? 
Student days, with their clubs and 
structured charity work are over. My 
friends and I are youngish, childless 
and swinging directly between first 
job and first flat, in which I’m bare-
ly nurturing my pot-plants. What 
work, what responsibility, has actu-
ally been worthwhile in a spiritual 
sense, at the end of each day?

The only thing which comes to mind, 
tentatively, is people. In hectic work-
aday life, the minimum many of us 
really set out to do is to treat people 
well and, if possible, leave them in 
a better place, practically and spir-
itually, than we found them. It is the 
connections with strangers, friends 
or colleagues which took thought 
and spilled beyond social correct-
ness or professionalism that I mull 
over, and which occasionally make 

me feel I’m doing something 
meaningful.

Biblically, people are a spe-
cial part of creation. Eve-
rything we know and have 

around us is God’s, but it is 
lent to people who are 
made in His image. Even 
the most bizarre and 
contorted of us harbours 
that reflection and a 
holy spark, is loved un-

fathomably and has 
the potential to be 
transformed. And 

yet “hell is other people”. As Lent 
swung in, we were reminded at 
Christ Church that relinquishing our 
quarrels and bitterness towards our 
closest neighbours to make space 
for God is far harder than giving up 
coffee. To quote a friend, devoted to 
housing refugees: ‘How can I see the 
face of God in people who are driving 
me mad?’. Stewarding people means 
casting your lot in with your charges 
and it’s risky; many of us are grating 
and utterly maddening.

I think it is perhaps the equality in 
crookedness which makes steward-
ship of God’s people so difficult and 
so necessarily reciprocal. Some peo-
ple are clearly cherishers of others in 
certain circumstances: my partner is 
a teacher, with several tenth district 
classes to role-model pullovers and 
self-reliance for. He knows that for 
some children, he is their most im-
portant male Vorbild and he intends 
to stay another year to accompany 
them to the end of middle school. 

Against the backdrop of humanity 
however, none of us are purely shep-
herds—we are sheep, fish, seeds, 
tax collectors, programme manag-
ers, doubters and very much broken. 
We might sometimes push hard for a 
business partner to get a fair hear-
ing, might include someone quiet in 
an invitation, dig deep for a beggar, 
practice lines with a friend for hours, 
or give principled advice on their di-
lemma, and suddenly find that we 
have wonderfully—inadvertently—
been the instrument of awakening 

On people and pot-plants
by
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someone’s hope or faith, of putting 
them back ‘on centre’ and being a 
channel for Love to touch them. That 
is a blessing.
 
Just as often though, we need some-
one else to haul us out of the mire, 
and forgive us for forgetting to do 
anything caring or responsible. 
Worse still, those we like to think 
we are guiding are often the ones to 
show us our worst flaws. A teacher 
knows well how mercilessly a class 
will mirror their faults back to them. 
My partner acknowledges his weak-
nesses constantly so kids’ mimicry 
doesn’t floor him. But knowing one-
self and being ‘floored’, through be-

ing open, loving and vulnerable to 
other people, is the painful, crucial 
side of stewardship. Thanks to other 
people, we realize we’re lost, ask 
for help, look humbly for guidance. 
It’s where we need our hearts to be 
to start hearing the call of the real 
shepherd.

My distracted stewardship of people 
is most definitely also their stew-
arding of me, for which I am deeply 
grudgingly grateful. I hope that, if I 
am one day graced with the respon-
sibility to tend, sacrifice for and hand 
on anything more substantial than 
my pot-plants, I won’t fail to appre-
ciate that reciprocal pruning.

You shall love your crooked neighbour with your crooked heart 
W.H. Auden

Farewell, Gordon and Alice







We were all shocked to learn of the 
tragic death of Gordon Murray 

and Alice Rutherford in a traffic accident 
on the night of 11 March, after attend-
ing the Irish Ball with Gordon's wife, 
Ann. Gordon, an eminent musician who 
hailed from Canada, was professor of 
harpsichord at Vienna’s Music Univer-
sity. Ann taught at the VIS and is one of 
the Scottish dancers at the Bazaar.

Year after year, Gordon accompanied 
us with great competence and panache 
at the annual Christmas sing-alongs 
and was always willing to offer advice 
on how to get the best out of this char-
ity fund-raising event. He will be sorely 
missed. Alice, their good friend, always 
attended the Remembrance Service at 
Christ Church. She was the widow of 

Scotsman and British Army veteran 
Bill Rutherford who contributed to the 
stained glass window in the church 
that was presented by the British Forces 
in Vienna to the church in 1948. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with Ann and 
her two daughters in their great loss.

Gordon Murray, accompanying Johanna Cabili-Reuss singing 
“Holy Night” at last year’s sing-along
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Parables and Botany
by
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additionally the disciple can expect 
eternal life. Actually, the sprouting of 
wheat in spring has been a symbol 
for resurrection. This image has a 
botanical basis. 

Why wheat and not beans?
Plant seeds generally contain stor-
age material that enable the seed to 
survive underground until the first 
leaves grow large enough to har-
vest the energy of the light and sus-
tain the young plant. In the case of 
wheat, this storage tissue is called 
endosperm and takes up the larg-
est part of the grain. Genetically, the 
endosperm is actually an organism 
separate from the embryo. 

Compared to the endosperm, the 
wheat embryo that will eventu-
ally grow into the new plant is tiny. 
When wheat sprouts, the endosperm 
mobilizes its storage material and 
transfers it into the embryo. After 
exhausting itself, the endosperm de-
cays. This is a good image for res-
urrection; it is also a good image of 
self-sacrifice (John 12,24). In con-
trast, the storage material of beans 
is contained within the first leaves. 
Thus only an empty hull remains 
when a bean sprouts; nothing de-
cays. This is obviously not a good 
image for resurrection or self-sac-
rifice. Hence, replacing wheat with 
beans would very much weaken the 
image. 

Resurrection
The first time “rising from the dead” 

This is the conclusion of 
Claus’ fascinating article that 
appeared in the February-
March (94th) issue of 
Crossways:

Wheat

The main passages for 
this part are the par-

able of the sower (Mark 4,1-9, 
Mark 4,10-12), with which I assume 
readers are familiar, and Mark 4,26-
29, where  Jesus said “The kingdom 
of God is like a man who scatters 
seed on the ground. Night and day 
he sleeps and wakes, and the seed 
sprouts and grows, though he knows 
not how. All by itself the earth pro-
duces a crop—first the stalk, then 
the head, then grain that ripens 
within. And as soon as the grain is 
ripe, he swings the sickle, because 
the harvest has come.”

I want to remind the readers of the 
scheme from the first part:

i) sowing
ii) underground growth
iii) coming out
iv) harvest

In the well-known parable of the 
sower (Mk 41-9, Mk 4,10-12), Jesus 
says that the seed falling on good 
soil yields 30-, 60-, and up to 100-
fold.  An ear of wheat actually con-
tains about 60 grains, such that the 
numbers are realistic. These num-
bers match with the 100-fold gain 
in this world a disciple can expect 
from following Jesus (Mk 19,29-30); 
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Part 2

is mentioned in Mark’s Gospel, it 
does not refer to Jesus’s resurrec-
tion. Rather people, amongst them 
the rather shady King Herod, express 
their conviction that Jesus is the res-
urrected John the Baptist (Mk 6,14-
16). In fact, the parallels in Mark’s 
Gospel between the fate of John the 
Baptist and Jesus are striking.

In the beginning of Mark’s Gospel, 
John the baptist is arrested, killed 
and laid to rest in a newly hewn 
rock tomb. Immediately after John’s 
arrest and as a consequence of it, 
Jesus starts his ministry. In the end 
of Mark’s Gospel, Jesus is arrested, 
tried, condemned to death, killed, 
and brought into an underground 

grave. His resurrection starts the 
ministry of Jesus’s disciples. We can 
also put these sequences of events 
into the scheme above:

i) sowing: putting John the Baptist or
Jesus’s body underground into the 
dungeon or into the grave, respec-
tively
ii) growth underground
iii) coming out: Jesus or the disciples
start their ministry 
iv) harvest: proclamation of the Gos-
pel.

Thus the sequence of sowing, growth 
under and above ground, and har-
vest comes up in many different 
contexts and is obviously central to 
Mark’s Gospel. 



When? Friday, 5 May at 19.00
Where? Philip and Sally Reading, Krottenbachstraße 99/4, 

1190 Vienna. Public transport: 35A bus ( Kratzlgasse)
Contact: 0676-9392969

The Christ Church quiz evening has become something of a fixture in the 
church’s social calendar, with a devoted set of regulars—but newcomers 
are always welcome! We gather for an informal supper on a “bring-and-
share“ basis, i.e. everyone brings a sweet or savoury dish. Drinks of most 
kinds will be provided by the hosts. After supper, we form teams of 3–5 
people to play the quiz, usually in a joyfully competitive spirit (there are 
modest prizes to be won). The format is like an English pub quiz, except 
that the questions are more tailored to the diversity of the Christ Church 
congregation. A sign-up list will be posted a few weeks before the event, 
and taken down again when we have reached 25 participants or so. Come 
and enjoy!

Bring and Share Quiz Evening
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Every year on the first Friday 
in March, women around the 

world gather to celebrate the Wom-
en’s World Day of Prayer. The ti-
tle of this year’s service "Am I Be-
ing Unfair to You?" was written by 
Christian women from the Philip-
pines, a group of fascinating islands 
situated in the Pacific Ocean. The 
theme of the service was justice. 
This year we were hosted by the 
English Speaking United Methodist 
Church at their wonderful facilities 
in Sechshauser Strasse in Vienna's 
15th district.

Looking through the lens of a cam-
era, we enter the modern church 

and zoom in to the altar which 
was lovingly decorated in an ar-
ray of colours. A variety of local 
produce—fruit, rice, fish, sugar 
and oil—was displayed alongside 
palm leaves, bamboo leaves and 
the sampaguita, the national flower 
of the Phillipines. A central cross 
dominated, with a candle and an 
open Bible.

Mathew Lafferty, the pastor of the 
United Methodist Church, wel-
comed us all. An introduction to 
life in the Philippines was given by 
Nida Tares, a well known speaker 
from the Filipino congregation of 
the Vienna Christian Fellowship. 
We were then treated to a vision 
of beauty as a group of ladies from 
the VCF, in national dress, sang a 
heartfelt song from the Philippines.

The service began by looking at 
the artwork produced by Rowena 
“Apol” Laxamana-Sta.Rosa, an art-
ist from the Philippines. Here we 
saw fairness, balance and justice 
reflected in this busy, colourful pic-
ture. However we saw that there 
were two contrasting sides—on the 
right, bright colourful images, and 
on the left predominately dark and 
dull colour—showing the imbal-
ance of life. 

At the end of the service promises 
were made “to share our resources 
more fairly and to plant the seeds of 
hope to become fruits of liberation 
and love”. We prayed that we would 

Women’s World Day of Prayer
by
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“act upon the promises we have 
made because a prayer isn't really 
a prayer until we do something with 
it”. The service ended with another 
joyful song from the choir followed 
by a rousing rendition of the Tagala, 
a Philippine folk tune.

Nine readers took part this year 
from different Christian churches 
in Vienna and the Gospel reading 
from Matthew 20:1-16 was beau-
tifully acted out featuring Anna 
and Emily Hall, two of the younger 
members of Christ Church.

Finally, after all this, we met to-
gether in the reception area where 
Melba Sacher had arranged to have 
friends prepare a feast of Philippine 
foods including pancit (Philippine 
noodles), lumpia  (spring rolls), 
chicken wings and other treats.

Next year the country featured will 
be Suriname. Anyone who would 
like to take part in the service prep-
arations should contact Lucille Cur-
ran or Melinda May.

Many thanks to all who partici-
pated especially Melinda May who 
directed the service, Johanna Ca-
bili-Reuss and Lucille Curran who 
led the music, Melba Sacher who 
organized the food and Matthew 
Lafferty and his congregation for 
hosting the event.

Bringing the Philippines to Vienna
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Christ Church is currently run-
ning a stewardship campaign. 

But in the case anyone thinks that 
the campaign is over when Christ 
Church decides to end it, they might 
need to think again. Why, you may 
ask. The answer is very simple: be-
cause virtually everybody is some-
body else’s steward.

Children follow their parents’ move-
ments from the first second they are 
born. They study their faces, their 
lips, their eyes. They follow the 
melody of their voices, how they 
talk, how they sing, how they fight, 
and they even study the way papa 
and mama use their knife, fork and 
spoon (it’s when they try to imi-
tate them that mothers go crazy as 
they try to spoon-feed a baby who 
is more interested in trying out the 
spoon herself). Babies watch how 
mama and papa react in different 
circumstances and in just a few 
years time, they will be imitating 
the way their parents talk and walk.

At this stage in a child’s develop-
ment, we must act in a particularly 
responsible manner in the knowl-
edge that somebody is watching 
and imitating us.

There are many other stewardship 
roles. Consider the way brothers 
and sisters follow each other. Or 
what about the case of the young 
(and not so young!) who view a 
particular film star or celebrity as 
a role model. These celebraties 
are in a way role models for their 
admirers. They will be imitated in 
their way of speaking and dressing, 
in the way they style their hair, or 
even their make-up … one only has 
to think of icons such as George 
Clooney sipping his Nespresso, 
Sophia Loren with cool sunglasses 
and a headscarf …

Knowing that we might be being 
observed at any time should en-
courage us to behave in the way we 
would like others to behave as well.

Other Types of Stewardship
by
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Dates for your Diary
   DATE TIME   EVENT

April 2 (Sun) 18.00 Evensong

April 9 (Sun) 10.00 Palm Sunday Sung Eucharist with blessing of palms

April 13 (Thurs) 20.00 Maundy Thursday liturgy

April 14 (Fri) 12.30 Ecumenical Service

18.00 Good Friday liturgy

April 15 (Sat) 21.00 Easter Vigil

April 16 (Sun) 08.00 Easter Day Said Eucharist

10.00 Sung Eucharist

April 24 (Mon) 19.00 Pastoral Care, session 1

April 26 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council meeting

April 29 (Sat) 17.00  Council to meet Bishop Robert

April 30 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation, Bishop Robert Innes confirming

May 5 (Fri) 19.00 Quiz evening at the Readings

May 8 (Mon) 19.00 Pastoral Care, session 2

May (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Misused and Misunderstood: 
Reading  A Few Famous Bible Passages, Robert  
Kinney (16/23/30)

May 17 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council meeting

May 19 (Fri) 19.00 Brassissimo concert at Christ Church

May 22 (Mon) 19.00 Pastoral Care, session 3

May 25 (Thurs) 10.00 Ascension Day Sung Eucharist

May 29 – 2 June Diocesan Synod, Cologne

May 29 (Mon) 19.00 Pastoral Care, session 4

June 1 (Thurs) 18.30 Theology on Tap

June 4 (Sun) Pentecost

June 5 (Mon) 19.00 Pastoral Care, session 5

June 11 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist and KidsChurch Picnic

June 12 (Mon) 19.00 Pastoral Care, session 6

June 23-25 June Retreat Göttweig Monastery Dr Jennifer Moberly 

July 5 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council meeting

August 26 (Sat) Church Council planning day

Sept 16 (Sat) Parish Outing

Dec. 9 (Sat) Church Bazaar



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




