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Postal address: Jaurèsgasse 12, 1030 Vienna
Church office: Salesianergasse 24, 1030 Vienna ] Tel. and Fax: 714 8900

www.christchurchvienna.org ] office@christchurchvienna.org
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718 5902

Assistant Curate, Deacon Revd. Mike Waltner 0676/4869631

Other licensed clergy Revd. John Barker (Yerevan) 

Licensed Reader Ms. Janet Berković (Zagreb) 

Priests with permission Revd. Aileen Hackl 
to officiate Revd. Jan Jensen 

Revd. Clair Filbert-Ullmann 
     Revd. Christian Hofreiter   christian.hofreiter@rzim.eu

Readers with permission Ms. Laura Fairburn 
to officiate Ms. Barbara Ryder 

Church Office Administrator Ms. Miranda Kopetzky 
 Wed. 13.30-17.30
 Thur. 09.30-16.00

Verger Mr. Andrew Seneviratne 

Director of Music Mr. Andrew Couse 

For information on services in Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and Zagreb, please contact:
Klagenfurt: Ms. Helen Taupe 0650/5668278
Ljubljana: Ms. Barbara Ryder (Reader) 00386 4572 3015
Zagreb: Ms. Janet Berković 00385 98193 1774

The opinions expressed in this publica-
tion are those of the individual authors and 
should not necessarily be considered as car-
rying the endorsement of Christ Church, its 
officers or the Editor.

Mothering Sunday always comes as a sur-
prise to the the youngest members of the con-
gregation, falling as it does much earlier than 
Mother’s Day in May. The family service 
was much enjoyed by all as were the tulips!

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna
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At our favourite pizzeria the other day, my grand-
childen Angelina (7) and Mahmoud (14) were 

discussing fairies. “Are they the same as angels?”, 
Mahmoud enquired. “Not really”, Angelina replied, 
“but a bit like angels. Angels are real but most fair-
ies, except the tooth fairy and a few others, were 
made up for stories and television”. She looked at me 
for confirmation. As I mentioned in the Christmas is-
sue of Crossways, a belief in something, whether 
guardian angels, the tooth fairy, the Easter bunny, 
Father Christmas or a range of other unseen yet fa-
miliar characters, is neither proof that they exist nor 
that they don’t exist. Children have an advantage 
over adults in terms of blind faith and who’s to say 
that they’re wrong. They also find it incomprehensi-
ble that others do not share their beliefs. Mahmoud 
came home from school last week and told me that 
two boys in his class didn’t believe in God. His com-
ment: “It’s very sad”.  

Easter is a time when the faith of believers is strong-
est, while the scepticism of non-believers knows no 
bounds. I have on several occasions been called to 
task by confirmed atheists to defend my belief in 
Christ. Others pour ridicule on the concept of one 
religion while purporting to follow the doctrines of 
another. I’m not sure that the name by which one 
addresses God is significant (although others may 
strongly disagree) and although we as Anglicans 
may feel at home in our own church, God’s presence 
can also be found in a mosque, temple, synagogue 
or other place where deists gather to pray. Those 
involved in inter-faith dialogue can attest to this.

History has shown over and over again that those 
whose lives are in imminent danger or those caught 
up in a devastating natural disaster or another major 
catastrophe, very often turn to God. I don’t think it’s 
just a case of keeping their options open. It seems 
that God is a last resort for non-believers in the face 
of death. Perhaps it should be our task to nudge 
them gently towards a belief during their lives and 
not leave it until the last moment.      Judy
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Alleluia, Christ is risen! He 
is risen indeed, Alleluia!

The imagery of the Bible in-
vites us to see our lives in the 
light of Jesus’ passion, death 
and resurrection and the giving 
of the Holy Spirit. While on a 
silent accompanied retreat at 
the Benedictine monastery of 
Nütschau in Schleswig-Hol-

stein I came across a poem called 
“When is resurrection?” by Ilse 
Paul.

When is resurrection? 
Not only when  
all misunderstandings have been rolled 
away,  
but when I have forgiven everything. 
When the heavy stone of sadness  
in my heart has been rolled away by 
my tears  
and I can hope once again. 
When I no longer want to flee,  
but make my way  
to my brothers and sisters.

In this poem Ilse Paul catches 
something of the essence of the 
meaning of Jesus’ resurrection for 
our lives in the present, in our now. 
It is not only an event that I accept 
and confess as we do when we re-
cite one of the creeds. It is much 
more. Resurrection is something we 
learn to trace in our own lives as 
the poem “When is resurrection?” 
makes clear. Ilse Paul sees a con-
nection between the ability to for-

give and Christ’s resurrection. She 
sees a connection between sad-
ness overcome and hope embraced 
and Christ’s resurrection. She sees 
a connection between a change in 
attitude and Christ’s resurrection, 
namely when people no longer 
want to flee from others, but choose 
to turn and go towards them as 
brothers and sisters.

A well-known Bible episode is the 
raising of Lazarus by Jesus (John 
11:1-44). Recently when I was re-
flecting on this episode it struck me 
forcefully that Jesus’ cry “Lazarus, 
come out” was a call to each and 
every Christian to come out of the 
shadows and into the light. There 
is no need to be afraid. Our future 
is secure. God is with us. It is only 
when we dare to come out of the 
shadows of our existence that life is 
restored. But restoration is always 
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more than simply restoring things 
to how they were. It is much more 
about seeing things in a new light. 
For those who have lived in the 
shadows for whatever reason can 
appreciate life restored in a deeper 
and meaningful way. 

Above I wrote that the imagery 
of the Bible and especially that of 
resurrection and restoration has 
something to do with us. Resur-
rection and restoration have some-
thing to do with us because of what 
God has done. In Jesus God inter-
acts with our lives in a lively and 
life giving way.  Our lives and resur-
rection are not two solitary experi-
ences that have nothing to do with 
one another, but rather are inter-
connected. There is power, God’s 
power, His grace that can take hold 
of us for good, and that good touch-
es our lives.

There is a common misunderstand-
ing even amongst Christians that 
resurrection only has to do with 
the future and what happens at 
the time of death. Ilse Paul’s poem 
shows however that resurrection 
is something that should be a part 
and parcel of our lives. Paul the 
Apostle writes that he wants to 
know the power of Jesus’ resurrec-
tion, which means for us today to 
share in it. We share in the resur-
rection of Jesus, the pioneer of our 
faith, when we invite God into our 
lives and allow him to work in us. 
For there to be resurrection, there 
must be death. Lent is a time that 
challenges us to overcome bad hab-
its and cultivate new ones restoring 
us to life, allowing life to rise up in 
us once again.

During the Easter season I invite 
you to reflect on those three words 
“restores to life” and what they 
mean or can mean for you and 
your life. Furthermore, I invite you 
to consider Ilse Paul’s poem “When 
is resurrection?” Can you add a 
stanza?  Please share it with me if 
you can. 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! He is risen 
indeed, Alleluia!
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What is an apologetic, or apol-
ogetics? No, it has nothing 

to do with saying “I’m sorry”. The 
word comes from the Greek apo-
logia, meaning defence. Christian 
apologetics is the reasoned defence 
of the Christian faith and there is an 
Oxford Centre for Christian Apolo-
getics, or OCCA, a partnership be-
tween the RZIM Zacharias Trust and 
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. 

The Revd Dr Christian Hofreiter is 
a Research Fellow at the OCCA and 
RZIM Director of Germany, Austria 
and Switzerland. Based here in Vi-
enna Christian is not new to Christ 
Church. He has given sermons as 
well as a Soundings talk but on Sat-
urday, 13 February this practicing 
Christian Apologist gave us the ben-
efit of his experience at length, in 
three sessions under the title “Fac-

DIFFICULT QUESTIONS

ing Difficult Questions”, with the 
aim of looking at some objections to 
the Christian faith which are difficult 
to answer.  

Held in Christ Church and well 
flagged-up in advance, inside and 
outside the church community, just 
over 60 people were there in the 
church at 10.00 to consider with 
Christian three questions: Can we 
be sure our faith is more than an il-
lusion and wishful thinking? Does 
saying your religion is truer than 
any other lead to intolerance and 
violence? If God is as loving and 
powerful as Christians proclaim 
why the suffering of the innocents in 
the world? 

Christian’s experience as a speaker, 
along with his knowledge, analo-
gies, stories, the occasional fun 
fact question, his humorous asides, 
all moved the three sessions along 
with ease. There were also books to 
look at and handouts  to take away. 
Breaks for coffee and lunch were 
much appreciated, thanks to Ann 
Wanzenböck and Karen Le Brun. 
Before we knew it the church was 
emptying into the Saturday after-
noon, people leaving with a buzz 
and their own thoughts to hold on to 
or let percolate. There was a lot to 
process – the equivalent of a week’s 
study, we were told. Fine-tuning – 
the incredible odds against our ex-
istence in the universe being due to 
chance or good luck; you just have 
to hold on to your faith, there’s no 
proof; the corruption and manipu-by
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lation of the heart being the source 
of evil, and polytechnic in the fens 
were some of the one-liners in the 
air on exit. 

Christian prefaced the day noting 
the importance of bringing heart 
and mind together and by inviting 
questions and criticism of his argu-
ments, the stronger the better. “The 
more critical you are the happier I 
am”. There were questions aplenty 
after each session. 

Session One dealt with faith as illu-
sion, an idea now accepted in cur-
rent mainstream thinking, a belief 
many hold based on a pop version 
of what Feuerbach and Freud pro-
posed, namely that faith in God 
springs out of a deep human feel-
ing of want—“what a person wants 
that is God”—or that God is illusion 
stemming from man’s most pressing 
wishes. The apologist’s approach is 
to look at the evidence with which 
they support their arguments. Feu-
erbach either assumes there’s no 
God or makes “an incredible jump of 
logic”. Freud doesn’t claim the non-
existence of God but said religious 
convictions “are not the product of 
experience or the result of thought-
ful reflection”.  Freud’s claim was 
based on his experience with pa-
tients in Vienna. But for Christian, 
“my experience is the opposite – re-
ligious faith is the result of exactly 
that, experience and reflection”. 

The Feuerbach Freud arguments are 
inconclusive – you can argue the 

opposite, that human longing is a 
pointer to a God. We were given a 
quote from C.S. Lewis, “If I find in 
myself a desire which no experience 
in this world can satisfy, the most 
probable explanation is that I was 
made for another world”. Continuing 
on the same thread Christian cov-
ered Pascal, Augustine and Kreeft’s 
arguments from desire, finishing 
with “I believe that the longing that 
humans have is because mankind 
was created in the image of God”. 

Is science against religion?  We 
heard the strong quote from atheist 
wordsmith Richard Dawkins, “faith 
is the great cop-out, the great ex-
cuse to evade the need to think and 
evaluate evidence. Faith is belief in 
spite of, even perhaps because of, 
the lack of evidence”. Christian then 
pulled out Francis Collins—Head of 
the Human Genome project, per-
haps the most influential of scien-
tists today—and gave his counter 
quote “there is no conflict in being a 
rigorous scientist and a person who 
believes in a God who takes a per-
sonal interest in each of us”.    ß
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Staying with science, we were giv-
en two very strong rational point-
ers to God, the first being the order 
and intelligibility of the cosmos. We 
couldn’t miss the 1936 quote from 
the man who ranked himself among 
the profoundly religious, Einstein. 
“The most incomprehensible thing 
about the universe is that it is com-
prehensible”. Why the order and 
why a language (mathematics) that 
can describe this orderliness, that 
allows prediction? And why are there 
beings that can grasp this language? 

The second pointer is fine-tuning, 
developed over the last two decades 
with our realization that the chanc-
es of there being life in the cosmos 
are “vanishingly small”. Christian 
had fun with the numbers over the 
“Singularity” (Big Bang for most of 
us). What are the odds against the 
expansion of the universe being ex-
actly right so that we have Life on 
Earth? How lucky do you have to 
be? One calculation puts it at one 
chance in 1060, incomprehensible 
when you consider the number of 
stars in the visible universe has 
been calculated as 1022. 

Fine-tuning doesn’t end with the 
cosmos, it’s in everything that makes 
Life. How can we account for this? 
The luck argument looks thin so one 
response has been to add other uni-
verses, to make a “multiverse”. The 
numbers look better. The other op-
tion is to say that the universe bears 
the imprint of a great power and 
Christians are not surprised. 

In the second session Christian ad-
dressed atheism, agnosticism and 
relativism and the attitude that we 
should not make truth claims for re-
ligion, since these lead to religious 
intolerance, division and violence. 
“Most dangerous is the claim that 
your own faith is true and therefore 
the others are not, so you may feel 
uncomfortable”. To quote John, “I 
am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father ex-
cept through me”. 

Christian proposed two options: 
find other texts or show the charge 
of violence does not apply. He then 
argued that religious violence has 
nothing to do with truth claims but 
is manifest when religion functions 
as ideology and is used to manipu-
late and define the identity of groups 
in terms of “us” and “them”. Quot-
ing Solzhenitsyn, “the line dividing 
good and evil cuts through the heart 
of every human being”, he pointed 
to the fundamental problem lying 
in the human heart, identified also 
in Matthew “For out of the heart 
come evil intentions, murder, adul-
tery, fornication, theft, false witness, 
slander”. 

The session closed with a compel-
ling story illustrating Christian’s 
belief that this is where the church 
can and does make a contribution, 
changing hearts through the spirit 
and love of God. A close friend in the 
States, a humble and deeply spirit-
ual man, had once been a leader of 
the White Knights, the hardline wing 

ß
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of the Klu Klux Klan. Given a sen-
tence of 30 years he was released 
on parole after 8. In prison he read. 
He tried the Bible and ended with a 
belief in Jesus Christ and a change 
of heart. “I don’t think anyone be-
comes violent because they took Je-
sus Christ too seriously, but because 
didn’t take him seriously enough”. 

After lunch the “graveyard slot” 
started with questions on the ear-
lier session then moved on to why a 
loving and all-powerful God allows 
such suffering in the world. This can 
be met on two levels, Christian said. 
On an emotional level it is to be with 
people, to weep with them and not 
to offer too many thoughts. “Those 
in suffering don’t need a philosophi-
cal lecture”. But on the intellectual 
level it is a challenge to answer. 

Suffering is a challenge irrespec-
tive of world view or religion. But to 
those who believe in one God it is 
a particular challenge and we heard 
the Hume quote, “Is God willing to 
prevent evil, but not able? Then he 
is impotent. Is he able, but not will-
ing? Then he is malevolent. Is he 
both able and willing? Whence then 
is evil?”

The idea that the presence of evil 
logically rules out the existence of 
a loving, all-powerful God has been 
challenged by sceptical theism. 
Christian used an analogy to illus-
trate the gap – that between humans 
and animals. If your dog doesn’t un-
derstand why he must visit the vet, 

you do. If we can’t account for suf-
fering, this doesn’t mean God can-
not. 

Christians have argued their case, 
giving a number of reasons why God 
may permit the temporary presence 
of evil: God is love and love demands 
freedom; evil is a by-product of the 
corruption of freedom; soul-making 
through suffering; the ethics of pro-
creation. “I think there are elements 
of truth in all of them” and a cumu-
lative case is strong but “I still don’t 
know if it really adds up”. 

“If that is the case, as a Christian I 
believe in a God who entered this 
whole broken system, became hu-
man and shared suffering… The 
fact that he shared and overcame 
suffering gives me great hope”. A 
powerful illustration of just this 
was a Bosnian whom Christian met, 
with his tale of horror and loss. “He 
told me his story. What do you say 
when you hear that?” Christian’s re-
sponse to Amir was, “I have found 
Jesus to be a comforter for me in my 
own suffering. Can I pray for you?” 
The answer was yes, and from there 
Amir went on to believe, to experi-
ence the love of God and find peace. 

Christian finished where he started, 
with heart and mind. “I have experi-
enced comfort, and the love of God 
has restored me. There is also the 
intellectual debate. I want to bring 
this together. Despite the reality of 
evil we can still trust in the love of 
God”.  



Baptism, Confirmation and Admission to the
Church of England with Bishop David Hamid

10 April 2016
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The lighting was mel-
low, the altar draped 
in the colours of the 

Cuban flag with 
baskets of plan-
tain, sugar cane, 
sweet potatoes 
and yams. Cuban 

cigars, rum, marac-
as, claves, bongo drums 

and butterfly jasmine flowers, the 
fragrant national flower of Cuba, 
graced the scene. Suddenly, to the 
beat of  "La Musica de Cuba!" a 
group of colourfully dressed par-
ticipants danced their way from the 
back of the church playing drums, 
maracas and claves – and so began 
the Women’s World Day of Prayer 
(WWDP) hosted this year by Christ 
Church.

The WWDP takes place on the first 
Friday of March every year. Women 
from around the world take time to 
pray for the concerns of a particu-
lar country. This year the women 
of Cuba invited us to consider the 
theme “Receive children, Receive 
me” while reflecting on the bible 
passage "Truly l tell you, whoever 
does not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child will never enter 
it. (Mark 10.13-16)” 

The text of the service was writ-
ten by the women of Cuba, through 
whose eyes we could experience 
the trials and challenges of day to 
day living. The message running 

throughout the service called us 
to “accept every human being as 
unique and equally worthy to God 
- young and old, rich and poor, just 
and unjust - whoever they are”.  
This theme was brought into focus 
by our speaker Jayne Uhlig-Fergu-
son. 

This year we were inter-genera-
tional with women of all ages tak-
ing part, from the age of eleven 
to 80! Participants came from 
Christ Church, Vienna Community 
Church, Grace Church, the Roman 
Catholic Church, and the United 
Methodist Church.  The staged 
reading and service was directed by 
Melinda May, and the music, which 
included several hymns and songs 
of South America, was under the 
musical direction of Lucille Curran. 

After the service a veritable Cu-
ban feast was prepared lovingly 
by the Social Committee who ex-
celled themselves, as usual, with 
their creativity and originality. "La 
Musica de Cuba" provided a fit-
ting background to this memorable 
event which ended with everyone 
moving to the Cuban beat on the 
dance floor.

Cuba comes to Christ Church
by

 M
el
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da
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ay
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On Friday June 10th we will be 
opening the doors wide to 

welcome visitors as we participate 
once again in the city wide Lange 
Nacht der Kirchen. The theme this 
year is “Its gates will never be shut 
by day—and there will be no night 
there. (Rev 21.25)” With this in 
mind we will be presenting a medi-
tation of music and readings enti-
tled “The New Jerusalem”.  As this 
year’s LNdK falls on the weekend 
of the Queen’s 90th birthday cel-
ebrations the questions and answer 
session will centre on the Queen’s 
faith and her years of service to the 
Church of England and the wider 
Anglican Communion. Last year’s 
high point was the late night gos-
pel session with Carole Aston—not 
to be missed! Closer to the time we 
will be looking for volunteers for 
the welcoming team and asking 
for assistance with refreshments. 
Last year’s event was a great suc-
cess and we look forward to meet-
ing friends old and new on this very 
special evening. If you would like to 
know more about this event please 
speak to Melinda or Lucille. This is a 
splendid opportunity to invite fam-
ily and friends to visit the church as 
you make your way around the city 
enjoying what is on offer.

18.00 Opening Prayers

18.15- Refreshments in the- 
22.00 Church Centre, 

Salesianergasse 24

19.00- The Queen’s faith and  
19.45 the Church of England: 

Question and answer session 
with the Rev’d Canon  
Patrick Curran, Chaplain  
of Christ Church. In English 
and German. 

20.30- The New Jerusalem:  
21.30 A meditation using  music 

and readings from the  
Anglican  tradition under the  
direction of Melinda May  
and the musical direction  
of Andrew Couse. 

22.00- Gospel and Inspirational 
23.00 Songs: Late night music  

with American jazz singer 
Carole Alston and pianist  
Herbert Otahal

23.15 Compline: Prayers at the 
end of the day 

Lange Nacht der Kirchen





Third Sunday of Easter

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Fifth Sunday of Easter

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist: 

Confirmation with Bishop David
Kids’ Church

18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Lent Goup
 finale

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Talk by Nigel 
Reynard on  
Helmut Schmidt

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

April 2016
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Second Sunday of Easter Annunciation of 
Our Lord to the 
Blessed Virgin 

Mary

3

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Evensong

Sunday

St. Mark the 
Evangelist
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26 27 28 29 30
09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

16.30 Easter Service
in Klagenfurt

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Annual Church
 Meeting

22 23

Wednesday

6 7 8 9

16151413

20 21

1 2
Thursday Friday Saturday

10.00 Toddler Group

18.30 Reading Group
19.00 Choir Practice

11.00 Men’s Breakfast
with Bishop

 David
18.00 Bring and share 

with Bishop
David on 
refugee crisis

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

St. George

Palm Sunday 2016



Wednesday

Seventh Sunday of Easter
Sunday after Ascension

Sixth Sunday of Easter

Pentecost

Trinity Sunday

First Sunday after Trinity

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 

Kids’ Church
11.30 Learning new hymns
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Choral Evensong

15

22

29
08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

May 2016

109

1 2

16

23

30 31

24

17

3

8

Monday TuesdaySunday

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

R E T R E AT



09.30 Holy Communion

18.30  Council Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

10.00 Sung Eucharist

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

COUNCIL PLANNING 
DAY

20

272625 28

21

Wednesday
6 7

14131211

18 19

Thursday Friday Saturday

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

31

3 4 5

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

Ascension Day

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings C H U R C H

Corpus Christi
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12 April: Helmut Schmidt  
“Your friends on the Continent want you to stay and you will have to weigh the 
benefit of staying in—you’ll have to weigh it”, one West German chancellor told 
a Labour Party conference in the run-up to the 1975 referendum on the then 
EEC. In the course of an eight year chancellorship marked by turbulent political 
and economic times, Helmut Schmidt did much to shape the progression of his 
country and indeed the world. But what was it about this ferociously intelligent, 
often temperamental, menthol cigarette chain-smoking Hanseat that fascinated 
so many? Nigel Reynard, a fully professed Helmut Schmidt fan, will share with 
you new insights and discussions about a politician the likes of whom we are 
unlikely to see again for some time.

10, 17 and 24 May: The Book of Revelation  
These sessions will look at the role of the apocalyptic in Christian tradition, 
focussing on the Book of Revelation. We will also touch on the following ques-
tions. How is this book interpreted by different Christian traditions? What are 
Anglican approaches to the Book of Revelation? Do today’s events relate to this 
book? How do Christian apocalyptic ideas relate to Jewish and Islamic apoca-
lypses? Why is this book in the Bible? We will be addressed by the Revd Walter 
Baer. Please join us for some interesting exploration. 

31 May: The Syrian Conflict: An Inside Perspective  
The speaker is Waseem Haddad, a peace activist and scholar of Interreligious 
Dialogue and Comparative Religions with a specific interest in Christian-Mus-
lim dialogue and coexistence in the Middle East. He is a sought after expert 
on the Syrian conflict who works extensively with high level leaders religious 
and political leaders to achieve a cessation of violence in the region.  He cur-
rently serves as Programme Manager in Peace Building, Iraq and Syria at the 
King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz International Centre for Interreligious and Inter-
cultural Dialogue (KAICIID) and is a Ph.D. candidate in Comparative Studies 
of Religions in the Protestant Faculty of the University of Vienna. He is a co-
founder and member of the Christian Academic Forum for Citizenship in the 
Arab World (CAFCAW) and co-founder and member of the Management Team 
of the Centre for European-Arabic and Islamic-Christian Studies in Vienna

7, 21 and 28 June: Parables and Botany  
Many of Jesus’ parables use plants as analogies that within the farming society 
of ancient Israel, must have been powerful vehicles for Jesus’ message. But 
outside this context, the meaning has often remained hidden, leading to some-
times even funny errors. In three sessions on mustard, figs, and wheat, Dr. 
Claus Vogl will use botanical knowledge to try to uncover the original meaning 
and also talk about science and faith.
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This year we have seven candidates. Five of which are being confirmed and 
another two are being received. I would ask that you pray for them. The confir-
mation service will be conducted by Bishop David Hamid on Sunday, 19 April at 
10.00. Confirmation is the sacrament in which candidates confirm their baptism 
vows and receive the apostolic commission and seal by the laying-on-of hands 
by a Bishop who stands in a line of succession stretching back to the apostles. 
A succinct commission is found in Matthew’s Gospel  Amen. (28.19f. KJV).

We are making plans to mark Queen Elizabeth II’s ninetieth birthday on Sun-
day 12 June at 1000 service. We will do so by focussing on the Queen’s Chris-
tian faith and her service to the church as the Supreme Governor of the Church 
of England of which our diocese is a member. Our present diocesan bishop the 
Rt Revd Dr Robert Innes is one of the Queen’s chaplains. The reception after 
the service promises to be a special one. 

This year’s Annual Chaplaincy Meeting is on Wednesday 20 April, 1900 hours. 
All members registered on the electoral roll are invited to attend. This meet-
ing is the most important church business meeting of the year. We receive 
reports from the officers of the church together with the audited church ac-
counts for the previous year. We elect churchwardens and council members 
and every three years our archdeaconry representatives. Please make every ef-
fort to attend. Apologies should be sent to the church office email address:  
office@christchurchvienna.org 

Kids’ Church Picnic 
KidsChurch is planning a June picnic after the Family Service on Sunday 5 June. 
Put this dats in your diaries. Volunteers welcome. Contact Lucille Curran. De-
tails to follow.

March for Jesus 
This year’s March for Jesus will take place in Vienna on 18 June starting at 
12.00 from the Heldenplatz (in front of the Hofburg). The Revd Dr Christian Ho-
freiter writes, “For our family the last March for Jesus was one of our favourite 
days of the year! To join the thousands of joyful, colourful, singing and praying 
Jesus-followers making their way around the Ringstraße was a tonic for our 
faith and boosted our love for our country.” There is a website http://marsch-
fuerjesus.com Christ Church is supporting this event.
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“I believe in 
Christianity as I 
believe that the 
Sun has risen, 
not only be-
cause I see it but 
because by it I 
see everything 
else.” 

This is the 
inscription for C.S. Lewis on 

his plaque in the Poet’s Corner in 
Westminster Abbey. It is from one 
of his masterworks, Mere Christian-
ity. 

Clive Staples Lewis (1898-1963) 
was one of the 20th century’s fore-
most popular writers on Christian 
themes, as well as a renowned 
scholar of medieval literature. His 
works have been translated into 
more than forty languages. This 
quintessential English scholar was 
born of a Welsh father and Scot-
tish mother in northern Ireland and 
considered himself Irish when he 
went to live in England. 

I came across him when I was a 
teenager and read his first best-
seller, The Screwtape Letters. First 
published in 1942, the story takes 
the form of a series of letters from a 
senior devil, Screwtape, to his neph-
ew Wormwood, a Junior Tempter. 
The uncle counsels Wormwood on 
all the tricks to use to try to prevent 
a newly confessed Christian from 
deepening his faith. It’s a wonder-

fully funny tale that combines in-
sight into our human foibles and 
weaknesses with understanding of 
the path that a would-be pilgrim 
must follow.

It was not an easy path for Lewis 
himself to follow. Devastated by 
the death of his mother when he 
was nine, estranged emotionally 
from his father, and shunted off to 
a series of bad English boarding 
schools, he decided at the age of 
15 that he was an atheist, “angry at 
God for not existing.”

He survived life in the trenches in 
World War One and went on to win 
highest honours at Oxford. He pur-
sued the life of a scholar at Oxford, 
and later at Cambridge. Influenced 
by his friendship with Christian 
fellow scholars such J.R.R. Tolkien 
(author of the Lord of the Rings trilo-
gy), the young Lewis came increas-
ingly to contrast his own arid view 
of the world with the richer and joy-
ful perspective of these friends. This 
led him slowly to re-examine his 
once-fervent atheism and eventual-

C. S. Lewis
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ly to embrace the Christian faith. In 
his autobiographical Surprised by Joy 
he recounts his long struggle with 
belief and his reluctance to accept 
Christ. 

Like many non-believers, he did not 
want to think of himself as subject 
to any higher will than his own. 
Yet he was increasingly drawn to 
reflect on what he knew about the 
world and his personal experience 
in it, in ways that pointed his mind 
and heart in a different direction. 
Finally, “I gave in, and admitted 
that God was God and knelt and 
prayed: perhaps that night the most 
dejected and reluctant convert in 
all England.” He was dejected be-
cause he knew he would now have 
to put God first and cast aside his 
own wilful pride, which had meant 
so much to him. Indeed, later, he 
would describe pride as a “spiritual 
cancer; it eats up the very possibil-
ity of love, or contentment, or even 
common sense.” 

Conversion gave the young Lewis 
a new outlook on life. Before then, 
Lewis confessed, he wallowed in 
pessimism about life being “a set-
tled expectation that everything 
would do what you did not want it 
to do.” When he became a Christian 
worshipper, this cloud of gloomy 
defeatism lifted. As an atheist in-
troverted and with very few close 
relationships, as a Christian he be-
came cheerful and was found by his 
growing circle of friends, accord-

ing to one biographer, to be “great 
fun, an extremely witty and amus-
ing companion, considerate, more 
concerned with the welfare of his 
friends than with himself.”

Although a faithful communicant 
of the Church of England after his 
conversion and a brilliant intellec-
tual, Lewis was not a theologian 
but devoted much of his writing 
and speaking to presenting a rea-
sonable case for Christianity. Mere 
Christianity, The Problem of Pain, and 
Miracles are all concerned, to one 
degree or another, with refuting 
popular objections to Christianity, 
such as the question, "How could a 
good God allow pain to exist in the 
world?" The English writer and crit-
ic Anthony Burgess once observed, 
"Lewis is the ideal persuader for the 
half-convinced, for the good man 

ß
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ß who would like to be a Christian 
but finds his intellect getting in the 
way." 

I think Lewis’s great gift as a writer 
was to present the teachings and 
ethos of orthodox Christianity in 
language that is at once literate 
and highly accessible. Using sim-
ple examples and drawing on what 
we discover through human experi-
ence, he appeals to our good sense. 
He does not bludgeon the reader or 
exaggerate the power of his argu-
ment but speaks sensibly to both 
heart and mind. 

One example: In a letter in 1947, 
Lewis touched on the Incarnation 
and “God as Man.” He has much to 
say about it in many of his writings 
but here’s his brief mention of it to 
a friend: 

“God could, had He pleased, have 
been incarnate in a man of iron 

nerves, the Stoic sort who 
lets no sigh escape him. 
Of His great humility, He 
chose to be incarnate in 
a man of great sensibil-
ity, who wept at the grave 
of Lazarus and sweated 
blood in Gethsemane. Oth-
erwise we should have 
missed the great lesson 
that it is by his will alone 
that a man is good or bad, 
and that feelings are not, 
in themselves, of any im-
portance [in determining 
our character]. We should 

also have missed the all-important 
help of knowing that He has faced 
all that the weakest of us face, has 
shared not only the strength of our 
nature but every weakness of it ex-
cept sin. If He had been incarnate in 
a man of immense natural courage, 
that would have been for many of 
us almost the same as His not being 
incarnate at all.”

He married late in life, to the Ameri-
can poet Joy Davidman. She died of 
cancer after only four short years, 
but years that were very happy 
ones for Lewis. Her death devas-
tated him. He kept an introspective 
journal of his widower experience, 
A Grief Observed, which has become 
a small classic of its kind. Those 
who have known this kind of loss 
can especially appreciate his can-
dor and ruthless honesty with him-
self to come to terms with a loss 
that shook his faith to the roots. An 
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anguished Lewis finally concluded 
that “bereavement is a universal 
and integral part of our experience 
of love. It follows marriage as nor-
mally as marriage follows courtship 
or as autumn follows summer.”  

Great books reverberate and grow 
in acclaim over time. His Mere Chris-
tianity is a work that has the mark-
ings of a great book, one likely to 
be read by many generations. Since 
2001, more than 3.5 million cop-
ies in English alone have been sold. 
Lewis stated that the purpose of the 
book was to illuminate “the belief 
that has been common to nearly 
all Christians at all times,” i.e. en-
during truths rather than trendy 
modern interpretations rooted in 
the cultural prejudices of our time. 
Translated into many languages, its 
enduring appeal is reflected in the 

claim that, second only to the Bi-
ble itself, it is thought to be the re-
ligious book that educated Chinese 
Christians are most likely to have 
read. 

For me, however, the greatest treas-
ure of his writings is his wonder-
ful series of children’s novels, The 
Chronicles of Narnia. Over 100 mil-
lion copies have been sold and 
the books remain in print in many 
languages. Many of my happiest 
memories of earlier life are of read-
ing these books in the quiet of the 
evening with my own children. En-
joyable as children’s stories, they 
are great allegories of how God 
interacts with His creation. For the 
reader of any age who approaches 
for the first time the mountain of 
C.S. Lewis’s works, there may be no 
better place to start. 
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Ihave never understood why Good 
Friday, of all the days in the year, 

is only an official holiday in a hand-
ful of countries. For those working  
in an international organization 
that includes Good Friday as one of 
its official holidays or who chose to 
take the day off, the midday service 
at Christ Church was a profoundly 
moving event that saw me trans-
fixed far beyond that one hour. 

The traditional ecumenical service, 
led by the Revd. Aileen Hackl to-
gether with representatives of other 
English-speaking churches in Vi-
enna, is not a service in the Sunday 
sense of the word, but rather an oc-
casion to experience the Crucifixion 
“hautnah”, as they say in German. 
This year was no exception. Wolf-
gang and Mary from the Vienna 
Community Church read the rel-
evant passages from the Bible, and 
clergy or members from the partici-
pating churches, each taking on the 
role of a different figure, recalled 
their experiences of events leading 
up to and immediately following the 
death of Christ on the cross.

The sister of Lazarus, aka Angela 
Simek, recalled her desperation 

as her brother grew progressively ill 
until he died and his body placed 
by the family in a tomb. When Jesus 
arrived belatedly after the death, 
she imagined it was to express his 
condolences. Instead, Jesus called 
Lazarus by name and once Lazarus 
rose from his tomb, left as quickly 
and quietly as he had come. 

On his next visit to the house, La-
zarus’ sister opened an expensive 
bottle of oil to anoint Jesus’ feet, 
despite the objections of Judas. Her 
perplexity at subsequent events 
turned to horror when she heard 
of Christ’s arrest. For five or so 
minutes, we were there with her 
in Bethany, sharing her deepest 
emotions, her joy, her sorrow, her 
confusion. (So intense was my own 
emotional participation that I forgot 
to take a photo of Angela in the pul-
pit, something I had to rectify after 
the service!)

An impromptu, yet excellent choir, sang 
Hashivenu, a traditional Israeli folk song, with 
Andrew Couse as organist

The woman who annointed  
Jesus at Bethany (John 12: 1-3)  

aka Angela Simek

The Crucifixion Up Close
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The owner of the house where 
the Last Supper took place had 

accepted Christ’s booking of the 
room in full knowledge of the risks 
involved. He witnessed the entire 
procedure as a believer, recalling 
Christ’s words to his disciples ver-
batim. He was both an outsider and 
a party to the events, and the Revd. 
Canon Patrick Curran’s portrayal of 
the landlord drew us too into the 
upper room. We heard the famil-
iar words of the communion ser-
vice but with a power and intensity 
that made it seem we were hearing 
them for the very first time, uttered 
by Christ. Each of us became a wit-
ness to that Last Supper, but unlike 
Christ’s  disciples, in full knowledge 
of what was about to transpire.  

Simon of Cyrene, speaking 
through the mouth of Matthew 

Lafferty of the Methodist church, 
told us that he had come to Jerusa-
lem from Libya as a tourist with his 
children. He had heard of Christ’s 
miracles and was curious to see 
him. Like others, he was deeply 
shocked to hear of Christ’s arrest 
and could not comprehend why he 
had been condemned. Watching 
Christ’s bruised and wounded body 
as he stumbled through the crowds 
on his way to Golgotha, Simon knew 
he had to do something to help. He 
moved forward to protect Christ and 
was himself whipped by the angry 
crowd. The soldiers handed him 
the cross that the exhausted Christ 
could no longer carry, and sharing 
Christ’s pain, the whipping and the 
taunts, he accompanied Christ to 
the place where he was to be cru-
cified. We shared his pain, his de-
spair, his horror and ultimately his 
resignation.

The owner of the house (Mark 14:    
12-15) aka Patrick Curran

 Simon of Cyrene (Mark 15: 21) 
aka Matthew Lafferty

Narrator Mary
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Benjy and his grandmother (in 
the guise of Revd. Aileen Hackl) 

were also appalled at the way the 
day was playing out. They were vis-
itors to Jerusalem, the grandmother 
having lost her husband and sons 
to the treacherous seas. She only 
agreed to make the journey at Ben-
jy’s insistence.  Her physical frailty, 
we felt, was only half of the rea-
son for her reluctance to be part of 
the crowd. She had heard of Jesus, 
she realised without any doubt he 
was someone very special, and she 
knew she would be inconsolable at 
his eventual death. In the event, she 
made no attempt to hide her tears 
at the injustice of it all. 

The centurion was a senior 
member of Caesars’s army who 

had come to Jerusalem on orders 
to keep the peace during Passover 
celebrations. He fully expected a 
fight over the arrest and sentencing 
of the proclaimed King of the Jews, 
and was surprised when there was 
none. He was also amazed at the 
expression on the face of the con-
demned Jesus:  where he generally 
saw anger, hatred, cowardice or 
fear, Jesus’ eyes were honest, clear 
and full of courage. The centurion 
was feeling very unwell that day, 
the hot sun adding to his weakness 
and nausea. He watched his sol-
diers taunting Christ, but did noth-
ing. A king who claimed his king-
dom was “not of this world”—who 
was this man? What threat did he 
present to Caeser. At the moment 
of Christ’s death, the air grew cool, 
the skies darkened and the soldiers 
grew afraid. As the earth trembled, 
the centurion asked himself: was 
this  the Son of God?  

The centurian who said “Truly, this 
man was God’s son” (Matthew 

27:54) aka Mike Waltner

A woman who wept (Luke 23:27) 
aka Aileen Hackl

Narrator Wolfgang
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Joseph of Arimathea was by his own 
account a wealthy and influential 

man who was too scared at what 
he might lose to admit openly his 
faith in Christ. He recognized, to 
his shame, that Christ’s assertion 
that “it is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich man to get into the 
kingdom of heaven” applied to him. 
Throughout the hours leading up to 
Christ’s death, Joseph simply stood 
by and watched when it might 
well have been within his power to 
intervene and change the course of 
events. It was only when he saw the 
dying body of Christ on the cross 
that he found his moral courage. He 
could make amends by offering a 
new tomb his family had prepared 
as Christ’s final resting place and 
Pilate, who knew Joseph’s family, 
was glad to be rid of the problem. 
Christ’s body was prepared 
and placed him in the tomb. Yet 
Joseph knew beyond a doubt this 
was not the end of the story ...

We learned from Mary, Mother 
of Christ, of her terror at the 

news given her by an angel at the 
age of 14 that she was to give birth 
to the promised Messiah. She re-
counted her journey with Joseph to 
Bethlehem, and the birth of Christ 
in a manger. We shared her pride 
as she descibed the Child Jesus’ 
presentation in the temple and his 
childhood that was in many ways 
like that of other children. She 
talked about his friends (the disci-
ples) and shared her fear for him, 
although he himself was not afraid. 
She was sick with panic at his ar-
rest and wanted to be close to her 
precious son he was later beaten 
and flogged, to care for him and 
keep him from pain.  Every wound 
to Christ struck her heart, as in-
deed it did ours. Suffering as he did, 
Christ told John to take care of his 
mother. beloved son. Mary had to 
watch what no mother should have 
to witness: the cruel death of her 
son. She wanted to die with him. 

Joseph of Arimathea (Mark 
15:43-46) aka Walter Baer

Jesus’ Mother (John 19:25) aka  
Jayne Uhlig
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Christ Church has two active Bible Study groups, one that meets on 
Sunday mornings at 9.15 in the crypt before the 10.00 service 
and for which Claus Vogl is responsible. The second group, which 
meets on Thursday mornings at 9.30, will now get together at the 

home of Alexandra Schmidt, in Vienna’s tenth district, starting again 
on 14 April. Please contact her for further details (alexandra.schmidt@
hotmail.com). Everyone is welcome, and if you’d like to try out one of the 
groups to see if you like it, please do so!

“People are the words with
which God tells his story” a 

Dutch theologian once wrote.

During the weekend of 27 to 29 
May, some 30 members of the con-
gregation will travel an hour out-
side Vienna to the Cistercian mon-
astery at Göttweig for the annual 
Christ Church retreat. There we will 
reflect together on how God tells his 
story through human beings under 
the chosen topic “Not Least in the 

A (Re)treat to come

Kingdom” under the guidance of 
Bishop Martin Wharton. And not 
only through the great and the good 
and the gifted, but also through the 
weak, the vulnerable, the unnoticed 
and the unknown. Jesus taught that 
though such people may be out 
of sight, they are not out of mind. 
They may seem to be nonentities 
in a selfish and highly competitive 
world, but in the eyes of God they 
are inheritors of the Kingdom of 
heaven.

I have known Bishop Martin since 
my time in the Diocese of Bradford 
as the Bishop’s Chaplain to Stu-
dents at the University of Bradford 
and Bradford and Ilkley Community 
College. David Hockney the British 
painter studied at Bradford College. 
Bradford University is home to a 
well-known and respected Peace 
Studies department. Bishop Martin 
went on to be a suffragan bishop 
in the Diocese of Southwark (King-
ston) and was appointed Bishop of 
Newcastle in 1997. He retired last 
year. He is married to Marlene and 
they have three children.

Bible Study at Christ Church
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Dates for your Diary

April 2 (Sat) 16.30 Easter service in Klagenfurt

April 3 (Sun) 18.00 Evening Prayer

April 6 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

April 7 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group: Gilead by Marilynne Robinson

April 9 (Sat) 09.00 Men’s breakfast with Bishop David

11.00 Council meeting with Bishop David

April 9 (Sat) 18.00 Bring and share: Bishop David on Refugee crisis

April 10 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation with Bishop David Hamid

April 12 (Tues) 19.00 Talk by Nigel Reynard on Helmut Schmidt

April 20 (Weds) 19.00 Annual Church Meeting

May 1 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

May 10 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Walter Baer on Revelation; First of 
three sessions (second on 17 and third 24 May)

May 11 (Weds) 18.30 Council Meeting

May 13 (Fri) 19.00 Quiz evening at the Readings’ (bring and share)

May 18 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

May 21 (Sat) Council Planning Day

May 27-29 Retreat with Bishop Martin Wharton

May 31 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Waseem Haddad 

June 5 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist followed by Family Picnic

June 7 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Claus Vogl on parables and botany   
first of three sessions (second on 21 June, third  
28 June)

June 10 (Fri) Lange Nacht der Kirchen (Long Night of Churches)

June 13-17 June Diocesan Synod, Cologne

June 17 (Fri) Concert Royal Holloway Founders’ Choir

June 18 (Sat) 12.00 March for Jesus, Heldenplatz

July 2 (Sat) 11.00 Ordination of Revd Mike Waltner and Revd Ros  
Wilkinson at Christ Church/Bishop Robert Innes

July 6 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Sept 4 12.00 Christ Church BBQ

Sept 17 Parish Outing

Sept 22-24 Archdeaconry Synod in Warsaw



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




