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This issue’s cover shows the East window 
at Christ Church, one of the most beautiful 
features of our church. The window was a 
gift of the British military troops who were 
stationed in Vienna between 1945-1948.
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The deadline for submissions for the 
April/May 2016 issue of CROSSWAYS

is 12 March. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication to: 
office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at, or phone the 
Editor on 0650/4747473.

Christmas is over and enjoyable as it might be, it’s 
a relief to be able to put away seasonal ornaments 

and restore order to ones living room. Some years ago 
I purchased a “deluxe everlasting” Christmas tree that 
deposits a shower of artificial needles on my white tiles 
every time a dog swishes its tail. Despite these minor 
irritations, it was a blessed Christmas, all the more 
so because of the presence of our two Syrian “grand-
sons” to whom Christmas was an entirely new experi-
ence. It allowed us to see it afresh through their eyes. 

As those who read the last issue of Crossways will 
know, my life has changed spectacularly with their 
addition to our family. At breakfast the other day I was 
asked in quick succession why there are no penguins 
at the North Pole, how come there are so many fa-
mous people called William (both from the younger 
one)  to “is Jesus still alive?” (from his older brother). 
Heavy stuff indeed for a rushed Saturday morning 
breakfast! I was thrilled to see that we will be getting 
help with difficult questions of this ilk—and hopefully 
some advice on how to discuss these issues with non-
Christians—at the Day of Apologetics on 13 February 
(I don’t expect an answer to the penguin question). 
One of the most difficult tasks as Christians is to re-
spond to challenges like “If there really was a God, 
why does he let [whatever tragedy has befallen the 
enquirer personally or disaster touched the world in 
general]?” Christian Hofreiter has generously given 
his time to lead the discussions and I hope many of 
you will take advantage of this unique opportunity to 
equip yourself with mature responses, if not answers.

Easter is following Christmastide in such quick suc-
cession this year that it has been an effort to devour 
the large quantities of chocolate and other Christmas 
gifts and left-overs before Lent. As always, there is a 
wonderful range of services at Christ Church and I for 
one enjoy attending them all. I trust that it will be a 
peaceful Easter for our Chaplain too, now that he has 
hung up one of his hats. Although he was eminently 
capable of carrying out two full-time jobs without det-
riment to either, one should only have to be a super-
human for just so long. Have a blessed Easter. 
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Yesterday evening I attend-
ed a farewell event for Dr. 

Markus Himmelbauer. It was 
held in the parish centre of the 
Jewish synagogue in the Seiten-
stettengasse in the first dis-
trict. For the last fifteen years 
Himmelbauer was the Execu-
tive Secretary of the Austrian 
Coordinating Committee for 
Christian-Jewish Cooperation. 
It was a sign of the Chief Rab-

bi’s appreciation for Himmelbauer’s 
work (Himmelbauer is a committed 
Roman Catholic) that this farewell 
event was held in the parish cen-
tre of this notable synagogue. The 
Chief Rabbi made reference to the 
surname, which can be translated 
as a builder of heaven, and it is this 
quality of Himmelbauer’s work that 
the Rabbi underlined.

Dr Michael Bünker of the Lutheran 
Church in Austria mentioned how 
Himmelbauer had been influential 
in helping the Lutheran Church in 
Austria look critically at Martin 
Luther (1483-1546) and his anti-
Semitic writings, which they had to 

reject (verwerfen). This is no small 
feat. It is taxing. It is demanding to 
look at yourself critically and to be 
honest. The esteemed initiator of 
the Reformation has come in for 
sustained criticism from those who 
follow in his footsteps. The honesty 
with which Lutherans can speak 
of Luther is refreshing. Can we do 
the same within our own church, 
but especially when we look at 
ourselves?

Inter-faith dialogue has come a 
long way in the last fifty years and 
especially since the publication of 
Nostra Aetate (Latin: In our time). 
Nostra Aetate is the Second Vati-
can Council’s Declaration on the 
Relation of the Church with Non-
Christian Religions, passed by the 
Council in 1965. It was the docu-
ment that officially opened up dia-
logue with Judaism and Islam and 
on which Himmelbauer drew as a 
source of inspiration for his own 
work. Last year numerous com-
memorative events were held in 
Vienna and elsewhere and the in-
fluence of Cardinal Franz König, a 

Dr. Michael Bünker with the Chaplain Dr Markus Himmelbauer
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former Archbishop of Vienna (d. 
2005), on the drafting and promot-
ing of the Declaration was men-
tioned repeatedly. 

We too easily forget that inter-
Church dialogues as well as inter-
faith dialogues have born fruit. The 
relationships between the Christian 
churches have improved dramati-
cally and a readiness to engage 
with people of other faiths, who are 
often our neighbours in European 
cities and elsewhere across the 
globe, has also increased. The need 
for such dialogue will continue to 
increase in the coming years with 
migration. 

Last year saw the refugee crisis fi-
nally left the confines of Greece 
and Italy to become a defining and 
conscious changing (bewusstsein-
sverändernd) event especially for 
Austrians, Germans and Swedes. 
The crisis is leaving a mark. You 
can open newspapers in Austria 
and elsewhere and many of the 
articles make reference to the cri-
sis and its consequences: the im-
pact on the economy, new alliances 
forming within the European Un-
ion, questions concerning integra-
tion. Much of what we now realize 
with full force was already looming 
some years ago. There is a respon-
sory that we use in Morning Prayer 
which draws on the letter to the 
Ephesians and calls the individual 
worshipper: “Awake, O sleeper, and 
arise from the dead.”

The call to “Awake!” is one that I 
would like to issue anew with the 
author of the letter to the Ephe-
sians. I am in agreement with those 
who say that things are chang-
ing and that we cannot turn back 
the clock or even hope to maintain 
what there is. The truth is that life 
is forever changing, whether we like 
it or not and to make the neces-
sary changes is often difficult—or 
on the other hand to say with Mar-
tin Luther, “Here I stand, I can do 
no other!” is also difficult. Words 
known as the Serenity Prayer, at-
tributed to Reinhold Niebuhr, come 
to mind. Serenity means in this con-
text something like peace of mind. 
Niebuhr wrote, “O God, give us the 
serenity to accept what cannot be 
changed, the courage to change 
what can be changed, and the 
wisdom to know the one from the 
other.” Acceptance, courage and 
wisdom are three attributes that are 
much needed at this time, but these 
do not come without some effort 
on our part, namely that of being 
awake to the world around us. 

Here I must refer to one of my fa-
vourite sayings of Jesus from St 
John’s Gospel where he says that 
he has come that they may have 
life, and have it abundantly. (John 
10.10) If we awake from our death-
like existence we are not alone as 
the responsory makes clear. The 
response to “Awake, O sleeper, and 
arise from the dead” is “And Christ 
shall give you light”. This light is a 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 
come that they may have life, and have it to the full

John 10:10
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light that gives wisdom and cour-
age to accept change and indeed to 
change ourselves. What each of us 
must consider, ponder or reflect on 
is to what extent are we asleep, a 
state that the author of the Ephe-
sians refers to as like being dead, 
and where we in our lives must 
hear the call to “Awake”! A book I 
am presently reading is having an 
awakening effect on me in the sense 
of which I write.

Lent is an excellent time to hear the 
call to “Awake”! Let us speak these 
words to each other and ourselves 
often during Lent: “Awake, O sleep-
er, and arise from the dead.”  Let 
us even consider keeping a log or a 

ledger to see where we have awok-
en from sleep and where Christ has 
shone a light. Finally, I want to in-
vite you to attend the day of talks 
being led by the Revd. Dr Christian 
Hofreiter entitled “Facing difficult 
questions”. If we are to be part of 
the dialogues between Christians 
and peoples of other faiths or none 
we need to know what we believe 
and why. Perhaps we too will one 
day through the grace of God work-
ing in us become Himmelbauers on 
earth?

Easter at Christ Church
Palm Sunday, 20 March, 10.00:  The palms are blessed in the church garden. 
We walk singing in procession into the church for the Palm Sunday service

Maundy Thursday, 24 March, 20.00: A solemn service followed  by a 
one hour vigil for those who wish to mark Christ’s time in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. The sacraments are blessed for the following day and the 
celebrant washes the feet of members of the congregation as Christ washed 
his disciples’ feet at the Last Supper. 

Good Friday, 25 March: An Ecumenical Service takes place at 12.30 where 
we are joined by other English-speaking congregations. The Good Friday 
Liturgy starting at 18.00, consists of the Liturgy of the Word, the Veneration 
of the Cross and Holy Communion as well as the singing of the Reproaches

Easter Eve, 26 March: At the start of the Easter Vigil, we assemble in the 
church garden at 21.00 for the lighting of the Easter Fire. Moving into the 
church, the Paschal Candle is lit as well as our own candles. We renew our 
baptismal vows and celebrate the first Eucharist of Easter. 

Easter Day, 27 March: Said Eucharist at 8.00 and Sung Eucharist at 10.00 



7

Patrick Curran, who in Septem-
ber stepped down as Archdea-

con of the Eastern Archdeaconry, 
was Chaplain of St Boniface and All 
Saints from 1993 to 2000. He and I 
met at the British Embassy—at that 
time still in Bonn. As Chaplain to 
the Ambassador, Patrick was allot-
ted office space and had the use of 
such facilities as the photocopy ma-
chine and the embassy post office. I 
worked in the press and information 
section. My room was not far from 
his, and I took to wandering over 
there. This led to occasional lunch-
es together in the canteen, taking 
part in the midday Eucharist when 
it was held weekly in the embassy, 
and helping out with the chaplaincy 
newsletter, proof-reading and edit-
ing, folding and stapling. 

This was also my road back to 
church. I started attending the 
services at St Boniface and going 
to Patrick’s house group and to 
the occasional weekend retreats. 
Retreats led by Patrick included 
hikes in the Siebengebirge or the 
Bergisches Land, where it was 
possible to “get away from it all” 
without travelling too far. Sometimes 
we were lucky with the weather, 
sometimes not. The retreat that 
comes to mind was in the second 
category: hiking or rather slogging 
uphill and down, wet and sweaty, 
our spirits sagging.  In the middle 
of this—perhaps we were taking a 
break—Patrick turned to us and said 
without preamble, “There’s nowhere 

The Years with Patrick

I’d rather be.” Nowhere he’d rather 
be than with us, rain or shine, that 
was the message. Later I wrote in 
my diary: When Patrick is with you, 
he’s really with you. 

To feel this you didn’t have to be 
an adult. In the worship services, 
Patrick made space for the children 
to participate, and he didn’t want 
young parents to feel guilty or un-
easy. One Sunday he went into this 
in detail: “We welcome children in 
the service. We want to encourage 
their attendance. We ask that the 
parents of those children who do 
get restless feel comfortable enough 
to take their children out and bring 
them back again once they have 
settled down … A baby will always 
make noise … An adult does not 
need to overreact. Who can esti-
mate how much damage has been 
done over the years by people giving 
young parents dirty looks?”

The dialogue with Patrick has gone 
on. To mark the fifteenth year 
of his ministry at Christ Church 
in Vienna, the plan is to put out 

by G
eorge W

illiam
s

continued on p9

St. Boniface, Bonn
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The Eastern Archdeaconry Syn-
od, held from 24-27 September 

at Lužnica Manor, near Zagreb, Cro-
atia, was hosted by the Zagreb con-
gregation and organized by Janet 
Berkovič. Lužnica Manor is a spir-
itual and educational centre owned 
and run by the Sisters of Charity of 
St Vincent de Paul. It consists of a 
baroque manor house and a sepa-
rate modern guest house, set in a 
beautiful park. The meetings were 
held in the grand ceremonial hall of 
the manor house; meals were taken 
in the manor dining room and wor-
ship in the chapel.

The synod was attended by 12 cler-
gy including the Bishop of Gibraltar 
in Europe, the Rt Revd. Dr. Robert 
Innes and 17 lay representatives 
from Athens, Belgrade, Budapest, 
Corfu, Crete, Istanbul, Izmir, Kiev, 
Moscow, Prague, St. Petersburg, 
Warsaw and Zagreb well as Vien-
na. There were also guest speak-

ers attending. Christ Church, Vi-
enna was represented by the Ven. 
Patrick Curran as the Archdeacon, 
Miranda Kopetzky as the Diocesan 
Synod representative, and Morkor 
Korley and Angela Peake-Herzog as 
Archdeaconry representatives. The 
Revd. Mike Waltner joined us for 
the first time in his role as a newly 
ordained deacon.

The synod opened Thursday even-
ing with Evening Prayer and con-
tinued for two and a half full days 
of discussions, worship and bible 
study. The current refugee/migrant 
crisis was very much a part of the 
discussions and prayers as this was 
now affecting many of the countries 
in the archdeaconry in central and 
southern Europe and consequently 
the chaplaincies and congrega-
tions. As the synod began, Croatia 
had just closed the borders to try 
and stem the flow of migrants and 
refugees that they were not yet pre-by

 A
ng

el
a 

Pe
ak

e-
H

er
zo

g 
an

d 
M

ir
an

da
 K

op
et

zk
y

The Archdeaconry Synod
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pared for following the closing of 
the borders in Hungary.

The guest speakers included Dr. 
Danijel Berkovič and Canon Phil 
Potter. Dr. Danijel Berkovič led 
three interesting (and at times very 
amusing) sessions of bible study 
on “Living with the psalms”. He 
gave many examples of how we 
experience the psalms in our eve-
ryday lives. As a Hebrew scholar 
and translator, Danijel emphasized 
the importance of interpreting the 
meaning of the psalmist rather than 
a straight translation of a particular 
Hebrew word or phrase. He gave a 
very entertaining lecture on bibli-
cal gastroenterology demonstrating 
how translations may use “heart” 
when a more rudimentary use of 
the words guts and intestines was 
used in the original Hebrew.

Three presentations were given by 
Canon Phil Potter (Archbishop’s 

Missioner and national Team Leader 
of Fresh Expressions) on Fresh Ex-
pressions. This is an initiative from 
the Church of England encourag-
ing people hoping to establish new 
or different forms of church for a 
changing culture. It is also encour-
ages new ways of being church for 
the unchurched (those who have 
never been to or have had very lit-
tle contact with church). It focuses 
on being a mission-shaped church 
rather than church-shaped mis-
sion. There were lively discussions 
following these presentations re-
garding the chaplaincies in Europe, 
where there are many members and 
ex-pats who are drawn to a recog-
nizable and established Church of 
England worship, particularly being 
away from their home countries, 
and how this balances with trying 
new initiatives and preaching the 
gospel afresh to an unchurched 
generation. 

another collection of his sermons 
for distribution to parishioners. 
An important part of editing is 
listening—not pouncing on the 
manuscript but letting it come 
to you. Recently I have listened 
to fresh expositions of Gospel 
passages; to  Kyiv residents telling 
Patrick how the local street children 
look after one another; to a letter 
in the Church Times jointly written 
by a conservative evangelical and 
a liberal Roman Catholic priest 

who run churches in the same city 
and who have gradually learned to 
communicate with each other; to 
Patrick’s observation that “faith will 
speak to faith”; to his account of a 
group pilgrimage to the Holy Land, 
and much more. 

Faith will speak to faith. Patrick’s 
faith, his buoyant spirit, his gift for 
being with people—all these things 
made a difference. Old-timers here 
have not forgotten them or him. 

ß

ß
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The Revd. Clive Fairclough pre-
sented a video on Pilgrim, a course 
for the Christian journey developed 
specifically as an Anglican resource 
from the Church of England. It aims 
to help every local church create 
a place where people can explore 
the Christian faith together and see 
how it can be lived out each day. 
It is based more on a lectio divina 
model flowing from scripture. 

Bishop Robert Innes gave a presen-
tation on the programme of reform 
and renewal in the Church of Eng-
land and the consultations taking 
place across the dioceses. He then 
discussed the Diocesan Strategy, 
and how this is interlinked with 
the recommendations in the pro-

Bishop David Hamid noted in 
his blog: “Father Patrick has been 
Archdeacon of this area for longer 
than I have been a bishop in this 
diocese, and was key to my own ori-
entation back in 2002!

The icon of St. Cyril and St. Metho-
dius was a fitting gift for Father 
Patrick from the Archdeaconry, 
given that St. Cyril and St. Metho-
dius were brothers in the 9th cen-
tury, from Thessalonica. Although 
Byzantine Greeks, it is clear that 
they also learned the tongue of the 
neighbouring Slavs, they translated 
much of the scriptures and the litur-
gy into what is now called Slavonic 
and evangelised many of the Slavic 
peoples of Europe. They are vener-
ated by the Churches of the East and 
the West (in the Church of England, 
their Feast Day is 14 February). 
During Archdeacon Patrick’s time, 
new congregations were established, 
or dormant congregations revital-
ised, in Armenia, Crete, Croatia, Po-
land, Slovenia, Turkey and Ukraine. 
He leaves a legacy of a united and 
enthusiastic Archdeaconry, despite 
the challenges of geography and 
scant resources. 

Father Patrick continues as Chaplain 
of Christ Church Vienna, but 
now steps down as Archdeacon 
of the East, and hands over this 
responsibility to Archdeacon Colin 
Williams. Archdeacon Patrick also 
received a framed map of Europe as 
a thank you from the Diocese.

Bishop Robert Innes and Revd. Patrick Curran

ß
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gramme of reform and renewal. 
The Bishop also emphasised the 
importance of the Diocese operat-
ing as a safe church through safe 
recruitment, training (safeguarding 
training strategy, including on-line 
training), record keeping and inci-
dent management.  

The Bishop also invited the Ven. 
Colin Williams to say a few words as 
he begins his work as free-standing 
Archdeacon of the archdeaconries 
of the East as well as Germany and 
Northern Europe. The Ven. Colin 
Williams indicated that he sees his 
role as Archdeacon to stand along-
side and support the chaplaincies, 
many of which he plans to visit over 
the next six months.

On Saturday evening the Ven. Pat-
rick Curran was presented with an 
icon of Saints Cyril and Methodius 
on behalf of all the chaplaincies and 
congregations of the archdeacon-
ry, to show our appreciation and 
thanks for his many years of service 
as Archdeacon. We were glad that 
Lucille could join him so we could 
also thank her for all her support. 
This was Patrick’s last synod as 
Archdeacon of the East. 

The synod concluded on Sunday 
at midday with the sung Eucharist 
celebrated by Bishop Robert with 
the Zagreb congregation. Most 
participants were able to take part 
in the organised tour of Zagreb old 
town on Sunday afternoon/evening. 
They also paid a visit to the newly 
built headquarters of the Croatian 
Bishop’s Conference, and were 
received most warmly by the staff.

It was a very enjoyable yet chal-
lenging synod. It was also a won-
derful opportunity for Christian 
fellowship, to pray and worship to-
gether, to spend time together and 
share stories on we are all chal-
lenged and supported in our Angli-
can chaplaincies in our very diver-
gent communities.

The next synod meeting is to be held 
in Warsaw from 22-25 September 
2016. 

“He leaves a legacy of a 
united and enthusiastic 

Archdeaconry”

The Revd. Patrick Curran and Lucille
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During his first visit to Vien-
na in 2002 as the diocesan 

bishop, Bishop Geoffrey Rowell in-
vited me to become the archdea-
con of the Eastern Archdeaconry 
in the Diocese in Europe. Initially 
my intention was to give the office 
two years … Finally, after thirteen 
years I stepped down at the end of 
the Eastern Archdeaconry synod, 
which was held in Zagreb last year.

What is an archdeacon you might 
ask? The role has been described as 
that of being the eye of the bishop 
(oculus espiscopi). He or she is to 
draw the bishop’s attention to those 
things that should be praised, as well 
as those things that need to be at-
tended to. To my mind the best way 
to explain what an archdeacon is 
and does is to break down the word 
archdeacon into its two components. 

Arch means first and deacon means 
servant. An archdeacon is to be the 
first servant of the bishop. He rep-
resents the bishop to the congrega-
tions of the area for which he has 
responsibility. After only a few years 
I would become the senior archdea-
con in the diocese as the other six 
archdeacons soon retired or left the 
diocese. In this role I coordinated the 
meetings of the archdeacons and was 
called upon to bring diocesan con-
cerns to the attention of the bishop.

Our diocesan bishop has the le-
gal powers to appoint seven arch-
deacons covering seven different 
geographical areas within the dio-

cese. The names of the seven arch-
deaconries are Eastern, France, 
Germany and Northern Europe, 
Gibraltar, Italy and Malta, North-
west Europe and Switzerland—the 
Eastern archdeaconry being geo-
graphically by far the largest. The 
western border for the Eastern 
archdeaconry is Poland, Czech Re-
public, Austria, Slovenia and the 
Adriatic, and the archdeaconry in-
cludes Turkey as well as the Com-
monwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) minus the Baltic States. This 
is an enormous geographical area 
that includes some 25 nation States. 

The challenges facing most of the 
chaplaincies in the Eastern Archdea-
conry are similar: small numbers, 
few personnel resources and little 
money coupled with an ambition 
to maintain or secure the services 
of a full-time stipendiary priest. A 
number of chaplaincies were fairly 
young when I took up office. I men-
tion St. Petersburg, Warsaw, Prague 
and Budapest as examples. These 
are chaplaincies that were re-es-
tablished after the end of the Cold 
War and were dependent on outside 
funding, which in the early days was 
forthcoming. Ambitions were high 
and money was granted on the basis 
that newly established chaplaincies 
would become self-financing within 
five years. This did not happen for 
a number of reasons. In the early 
years many people from the West 
came to Eastern Europe to work and 
to set up companies. In a very short 

On Being an Archdeacon
by

 R
ev

d.
 C

an
on

 P
at

ri
ck

 C
ur

ra
n



13

time the internationals were called 
home and replaced by local people 
who did not have an Anglican back-
ground. As a consequence num-
bers plateaued and then declined.

Furthermore, the diocese was and 
is challenged by a structure that in-
cludes financing from central funds 
that are inadequate to the task set 
by the Church of England of which 
it is a member diocese. In my time 
the number of the dioceses in the 
Church of England went from 44 
to 42. The Diocese in Europe was 
established in 1980 to cover all of 
Europe and parts of Asia as well 
as Morocco. I well remember the 
chaplain of Moscow challenging 

Bishop Geoffrey in the early days 
of his episcopate: “And what are 
we going to do on Sakhalin Island?” 

The Diocese was established before 
the end of the Cold War and before 
the onset of mass migration from 
Asia and particularly out of Africa. 
There are now a few African congre-
gations in the diocese. Furthermore 
no one realised how many British 
people would want to spend their 
retirement or large parts of it liv-
ing along the Mediterranean coast. 
My belief is that both the structure 
and the funding from central funds 
remain inadequate. Until last year 
all the archdeacons were honorary 
meaning they had their expenses 

Archdeacons in the UK appear to face a very different set of challenges ...

ß
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paid and were, like myself, in full-
time service of a local chaplaincy. 
This dual role with its responsibilities 
was a strain. It is unsustainable. It 
did take its toll especially when there 
was a crisis or a difficult situation. 
Not unknown in Christian circles! 

One of the main tasks of an arch-
deacon is to visit chaplaincies in 
order to meet with the local chap-
lain, churchwardens and council 
members and to assist in helping 
the chaplaincy to achieve its goals, 
its mission, which is always God’s 
mission to his people. My visits in 
the main were with the chaplaincies 
and less taken up with meeting lo-
cal dignitaries and ecumenical part-
ners. Many of the chaplains and the 
chaplaincies feel isolated and can 
have the impression that the centre, 
the bishop and those in authority 
are not interested in their wellbeing. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth. But it is the responsibility of 
an archdeacon to say hard things to 
chaplains and councils—not some-
thing I relished or did very well.

Above I mentioned isolation. As 
archdeacon I was the president of 
the annual archdeaconry synod. 
I presided at thirteen such occa-
sions and was primarily responsible 
for the programme, while the local 
chaplaincy hosting the synod was 
responsible for accommodation, 
venue and food. In latter years we 
tagged on a day to spend time to-
gether at our own expense. These 
synods are valuable events as they 

help chaplains and chaplaincies 
realise that they are not alone in 
the challenges they face. Fellow-
ship is built up and I have seen a 
number of people grow in faith by 
their participation in the synods. 
I would invite readers of this arti-
cle to stand as a candidate at the 
chaplaincy ACMs to become an 
archdeaconry synod representative. 
It is an enriching experience. The 
synods are an expense to the chap-
laincies, but they are worth the in-
vestment and they build up fellow-
ship that binds us closer together in 
our common witness to the world.

Another area in which the archdea-
con is closely involved is recruit-
ment of chaplains and occasionally 
diocesan staff. When a chaplaincy 
becomes vacant it is the archdea-
con who on behalf of the bishop 
becomes the chair of the council. 
The archdeacon will visit with the 
chaplaincy council to assist in the 
drawing up a chaplaincy profile and 
to chair a meeting at which specific 
decisions relating to the appoint-
ment of the next chaplain are made. 
The archdeacon also submits an in-
dependent report to the bishop as he 
is “the eyes and the ears of the bish-
op”. With the bishop and the chap-
laincy representatives he is involved 
in shortlisting and goes to London 
to sit on the interview panel. All 
this is time consuming and labour-
intensive. The recruitment prob-
lems we faced consisted mainly of 
the number of applicants. We often 

ß
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had only one, two or three people 
applying. Although we advertised 
for Kyiv twice with a full financial 
package, no one came forward.

As an archdeacon I was also a 
member of the Bishop’s Senior Staff 
meeting. The number of meetings 
increased during my time as arch-
deacon. The intention was  to im-
prove communication. More meet-
ings involved more travel to London 
and elsewhere within England. It 
was a privilege to serve the Bishop 
and the diocese in this way, to be a 
part of the decision making process-
es and to counsel the Bishop. During 
the past triennium of the diocesan 
synod I was elected to serve as the 
Chair of the House of Clergy, which 
was a great honour as my colleagues 
trusted me that I would serve them 
well in this capacity. I was also in-
volved in the Vacancy See Commit-
tee of the diocese and later was one 
of the clerical representatives on the 
Archbishop’s Nomination Commit-
tee for Bishop Geoffrey’s successor.

Why did I step down as archdea-
con? A few years ago the diocese 
was given a grant by the Church 
Commissioners to support the min-
istry of the diocese. This grant was 
the fruit of a long process in which 
members of the diocese, including 
me, were looking at ways to restruc-
ture the diocese to make it more ef-
ficient and productive. There was a 
realisation that weak and struggling 
chaplaincies need more support 
than is presently possible. The grant 

made was inadequate to do what we 
had envisaged, namely to appoint 
four full-time archdeacons with-
out any chaplaincy responsibilities. 

Given the above I urged Bishop 
Robert Innes, our new diocesan 
bishop that at least one full-time 
archdeacon be appointed to show 
the Church Commissioners that 
we were using the money wise-
ly, that it was not being frittered 
away, but rather that something 
substantial was being achieved. 

The bishop decided that a full-time 
archdeacon should be appointed to 
serve two archdeaconries. These 
are Germany with Northern Europe 
and the Eastern archdeaconry. After 
having seen the job profile etc. it be-
came clear to me that applying for 
this new position would not be right 
for me and that I should remain at 
Christ Church as chaplain. At the 
Zagreb synod the Venerable Colin 
Williams was licensed to serve as 
the Archdeacon of the Eastern Arch-
deaconry. He is resident in Frankfurt.

In closing I want to thank the 
churchwardens, members of the 
council and the clergy of Christ 
Church for their support and good 
will during the past 13 years. I am 
also indebted to my family for their 
support and understanding during 
this time. I am richer and hopefully 
a wiser person for having served the 
Church as an archdeacon. 



First Sunday of Lent

Second Sunday of Lent

Third Sunday of Lent

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service 

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Pancake party

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.00 Lent Group 
(22nd district)

19.00 Lent Group  
(Church Centre)

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.00 Lent Group 
(22nd district)

19.00 Lent Group  
(Church Centre)

February 2016

8 9

1615

22

29

23

14

21

28

Monday Tuesday Wednesday

10

17

24

1 2

Sunday  next before Lent
7

Presentation 
of Christ in the 

Temple

Shrove Tuesday

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18,00 Evensong

Revd. Canon Patrick Curran

Sunday
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09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council meeting

26 27

Wednesday

10 11 12 13

20191817

24 25

4 52 63
Thursday Friday Saturday

10.00 Toddler Group

18.30 Reading Group
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

Presentation 
of Christ in the 

Temple

Ash Wednesday
09.30-15.30 
Day conference on 
Facing difficult questions 
for our faith with Revd. 
Dr Christian Hofreiter

09.30 Ash Wednesday 
  and Eucharist with 
19.00 Imposition of  
 Ashes 

09.30 Lent Group
(10th district)

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Lent Group
(10th district)

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

Revd. Canon Patrick Curran Revd. Mike WaltnerRevd. Aileen Hackl Revd. Christian Hofreiter Reader Laura Fairburn



Wednesday

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Mothering Sunday

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Palm Sunday Monday of Holy 
Week

Easter Monday

Tuesday of Holy 
Week

Easter Day

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with Blessing of the Palms 

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Said Eucharist
10.00 Easter Day Sung Eucharist 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Family Eucharist
18.00 Evensong

13

20

27
08.30 Morning Prayer

March 2016

87

14

21

28 29 30

22

15

1

6

Monday TuesdaySunday

March 4 (Fri) Women’s World Day of Prayer

March 6 (Sun) 10.00 Mothering Sunday – Family Eucharist

March 16 (Weds) 18.30 Council Meeting

March 20 (Sun) 10.00 Palm Sunday: Sung Eucharist with blessing of  

the palms

March 24 (Thurs) 20.00 Maundy Thursday liturgy

March 25 (Fri) 12.30 Ecumenical Service

18.00 Good Friday Liturgy

March 26 (Sat) 21.00 Easter Vigil

March 27 08.00 Said Eucharist

10.00 Easter Day Sung Eucharist

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.30 Concert at 
Christ Church

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.00 Lent Group 
(22nd district)

19.00 Lent Group  
(Church Centre)

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.00 Lent Group 
(22nd district)

19.00 Lent Group  
(Church Centre)

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.00 Lent Group 
(22nd district)

6s19.00 
Lent Group  

(Church Centre)



09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice
20.00 Maundy Thursday 
 Liturgy

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council meeting

21.00 Easter Vigil

09.30 Holy Communion

18

252423 26

19

Wednesday
4 5

1211109

16 19

Thursday Friday Saturday

Tuesday of Holy 
Week

Wednesday of Holy 
Week

Easter Eve

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.30 WWDP Service 
 (tbc) at Christ Church

29 30 31

1 2 3

09.30 Lent Group
(10th district)

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Lent Group
(10th district)

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Lent Group
(10th district)

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

WOMEN’S WORLD 
DAY OF PRAYER

Good Friday

12.30 Ecumenical
 Service

18.00 Good Friday
 Liturgy

Maundy Thursday

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.30 Concert at 
Christ Church
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Tuesday evening Lent Group 
This year’s Tuesday evening Lent group is entitled Faith Pictures – a fresh way 
to talk about things that matter. The first session is on Tuesday 16 February 
19.00 and the following four Tuesdays. Faith pictures was designed by the 
Church Army to enable to help people to talk about their faith. Faith Pictures 
seeks to be honest about the faith journey, without bracketing out hard ques-
tions. Faith Pictures is designed to be fun for the participants and it is for the 
whole church. It cuts across the whole of the church by encompassing different 
traditions and age groups. If you are attending the day being led by Dr Chris-
tian Hofreiter On Facing difficult questions you may also want to attend this Lent 
course.  For more information visit www.faithpictures.org.

Tuesday evening/Thursday morning 
Revd. Aileen Hackl will be leading a Lent group on Tuesday evening in the 
22nd district at Judy’s house (provided there is sufficient interest) and again on 
Thursday morning at her flat in the 10th district. As in the past we will follow 
the York Lent course, this year entitled The psalms: prayers for today’s church, 
written by Bishop Stephen Cottrell. We will listen to a recording before hav-
ing our own discussion. Anyone coming to the Tuesday evening course using 
public transport can be picked up at the U-2 station, Aspernstrasse or 26A 
bus stop. Please contact Aileen (0650/4050892) or Judy (0650/4747473) for 
further details. The first sessions begin on 16 and 18 February. 

This year’s retreat will be led by Bishop Martin Wharton, former Bishop of the 
diocese of Newcastle. It will be held at the Benedictine monastery of Göttweig, 
which overlooks both the Danube valley and the Waldviertel—truly a stunning 
location. Benedictine spirituality has played an important role in defining the 
spirituality of the Anglican tradition. Register with Andrew Rooke by sending 
him an email (am.rooke@a1.net). Andrew will acknowledge receipt of your 
registration. Register now as space is limited and to avoid disappointment.

Ash Wednesday is on 10 February. As usual there are two services at 9.30 and 
19.00. Both services are with the Imposition of Ashes. Ash Wednesday like 
Good Friday is a special day of discipline and self-denial that we usually short-
en to “fasting”. It marks the beginning of Lent. The original meaning of the word 
Lent is spring. During Lent it is the Christian practice to give up something, but 
also to take something on like joining a Lent group, reading a book on some 
aspect of Christian theology or spirituality, making a commitment to come to 
a weekday service, giving oneself especially to works of charity etc. Clergy are 
available to provide spiritual direction and to hear confessions.
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On Saturday, 13 February. Father Lederleitner of the Old Catholic Church in 
Austria will be consecrated bishop to succeed Bishop John Okoro. The Church 
of England is in full communion with the churches of the Union of Utrecht of 
which the Old Catholic church in Austria is a member.

The Prayer Ministry group meets once a month. During the meeting we pray 
for our church and the needs of individuals and especially for those who have 
requested prayers for themselves or for others, but also for the world. It is one 
of the most important things I do as chaplain. Please make a commitment to 
intercessory prayer and join us at our next meeting on Wednesday, 17 Febru-
ary, 1900 in the church centre.

The Social Committee invites all members of the congregation to the annual 
Shrove Tuesday evening in the Church Centre on 9 February starting at 19.00. 
There will be pancakes (of course!), whichever way you like them, live music 
and a party mood on the agenda so do come and join us! No need to register 
beforehand—just turn up!

The Reading Group is meeting on Thursday, 11 February. We will be discussing 
some short stories by Isaac Bashevis Singer (1902-1991), a Polish-born Jewish 
author who was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1978.

Luigi Boccherini (1743-1805) was an Italian cello virtuoso and composer 
whose career brought him, among other places, to Berlin, Vienna and ulti-
mately to Madrid where he served as “Compositor de Musica” under various 
members of the Spanish royal family. Considered the equal of Haydn and Mo-
zart in his day, few of his works are encountered in concert today, though his 
music seems to be currently enjoying a renaissance with new CDs appearing 
on the market with gratifying frequency. Religious works by Boccherini are few, 
however the Stabat Mater in f minor for soprano soloist and string orchestra has 
been recognized as a masterpiece since its composition in 1781. We will have 
the rare opportunity to hear this beautiful and moving work at Christ Church 
on 22 March  at 19.30, where it will be performed by Uta Schwabe and the 
Ensemble Neue Streicher under the direction of Christ Church’s Director of 
Music, Andrew Couse. A donation of €10 will be requested to help cover the 
costs of the event. 
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In 2013 I had the good fortune to 
be involved in the translation of 

the first truly comprehensive ac-
count of resistance to Nazism in 
Austria, Wolfgang Neugebauer’s 
Der österreichische Widerstand 1938–
1945. The English version (2014) 
has been followed by an updated 
German edition, likewise in the ex-
cellent Edition Steinbauer.

The book offers a comprehensive 
survey of resistance in the “seven 
Danube and Alpine Gaus”. It  in-
cludes: political resistance of all 
colourings; religious resistance and 
resistance with a religious back-
ground; armed resistance (notably 

the Slovene partisans of Carin-
thia); resistance in the prisons and 
camps, in the military, and in exile; 
cross-party resistance groups of 
1944/45 (notably O5); and last but 
not least resistance on the part of 
isolated, non-affiliated individuals. 

From 1983 to 2004, Neugebauer 
was Director of the Documenta-
tion Centre for Austrian Resist-
ance (Dokumentationszentrum für 
den österreichischen Widerstand). 
The DÖW is a remarkable institu-
tion. When it was founded in 1963, 
there was little public discussion of 
the war, let alone of any resistance 
having taken place: Austria was all 
too happy to have been labelled (by 
the Allies!) the “first free country to 
fall victim to Hitlerite aggression” 
(Moscow Declaration of 1944, ech-
oed in the State Treaty of 1955) and 
too absorbed by the process of eco-
nomic recovery to dwell upon the 
past. Fortunately, some Austrians 
who had fought and/or suffered 
under the Nazis decided that those 
did resist should not be forgotten 
– and founded the DÖW as a non-
political organization dedicated to 
documenting the Austrian resist-
ance for posterity. 

This impartial approach is reflected 
in the selection of activists shown 
on the cover, all of whom lost their 
lives (clockwise from top left): 
Franz Jägerstätter, the Upper Aus-
trian farmer who (against the well-
meaning injunctions of his bishop) 
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refused active military service and 
is now the patron saint of consci-
entious objectors; Sister Maria Res-
tituta Kafka, an indomitable Fran-
ciscan nurse who was denounced 
by a doctor for disseminating a 
subversive poem at her hospital in 
Mödling; Hubert Mayr, the Tyrole-
an Socialist and Spanish Civil War 
brigadist who finally lost his life as 
a member of a British Special Op-
erations Executive (SOE) mission in 
Carinthia; and Hedwig Urach, who 
was executed for common “Com-
munist subversion” in 1942 but, 
unbeknown to the Gestapo, was 
also on the Central Committee of 
the Austrian Communist Party.

The greatest organized resistance 
to Nazism came from two diametri-
cally opposed political camps: the 
Communists and the Catholic-con-
servatives and monarchists. These 
two groups had a head start over 
the others because (for entirely dif-
ferent reasons) they had an a priori 
commitment to Austrian independ-
ence, which made them opponents 
to the notion of “Greater Germa-
ny” from the outset. It is sobering 
to read how so many of their cells 
and groups were eliminated in the 
early years following infiltration by 
Gestapo agents.

In addition to the resistance put up 
by many Catholics (largely acting 
individually), particular spotlights 
are put on resistance to the Nazi 
“euthanasia” programmes; on the 

resistance of the Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, who were the object of a 
mass arrest in 1942 that led to 145 
(of a total of 550) being executed for 
their pacifist principles; and on re-
sistance by Austrian Jews, within or 
outside the camps, or in exile.

Within weeks of the English text 
being finalized I was gratified to 
receive an email from the author 
saying that he had read an article 
about the Christ Church chaplains 
Grimes and Collard and wished to 
include their activities in the book, 
where they appear alongside those 
of the Lutheran Swedish Mission. 

Over and above the compendious 
information it gives on the period 
1938–1945, the book offers many 
thought-provoking insights into 
the post-war years, notably on the 
incompleteness of the process of 
denazification and the long con-
spiracy of silence on the Nazi pe-
riod up until the Waldheim affair of 
1984/85. On a more positive note, 
it constantly touches on the theme 
of Austrian independence, which 
had of course been under attack 
ever since the rise of German na-
tionalism in the nineteenth century 
and was only firmly consolidated 
with the State Treaty of 1955. 

Although no expert on the subject, 
I can recommend this book heartily 
to all interested in twentieth-cen-
tury Austrian history (Edition Stein-
bauer: www.edition-steinbauer.com).

The Austrian Resistance 1938–1945
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A Day of Apologetics ...

The Revd. Dr Christian Hofreiter 
is RZIM Director for Germany, 

Austria and Switzerland, and a Re-
search Fellow at the Oxford Centre 
for Christian Apologetics (OCCA). 
A native of Austria, he has stud-
ied, lived and worked in Innsbruck, 
Brussels, London, Los Angeles, 
Washington, DC and Oxford, and is 
now based in Vienna.

From 2008-2012, Christian served 
with the Oxford Pastorate as a 
chaplain to the graduate student 
body at Oxford University, work-
ing closely with senior academics, 
leaders of various churches and a 
broad variety of students. An or-
dained Anglican minister, he was 
also a member of the leadership 
team at St Aldates church, Oxford.

In addition, Christian studied the-
ology at Oxford University, earn-
ing three degrees (MA, MSt, DPhil), 
winning several prizes and schol-
arships, and gaining the top first 
class award in 2008. His doctoral 
research focused on the Christian 
interpretation of “genocide texts” in 
the Old Testament.

Before arriving in Oxford, Christian 
worked in a government relations 
firm in Washington, DC, represent-
ing the interests of foreign gov-
ernments and other clients to the 
United States Congress and Admin-
istration, and also served as deacon 
at the Church of the Resurrection 
on Capitol Hill.

Prior to that, Christian worked in 
Austria as a freelance interpreter 
and as a lecturer in translation at 
the University of Innsbruck, where 
he had previously completed Mas-
ter’s degrees in translation and 
interpreting. He also studied inter-
cultural communication at Fuller 
Theological Seminary in Pasadena, 
CA, and wrote his translation Mas-
ter’s thesis under the supervision of 
biblical translation theorist Eugene 
A. Nida

Christian is married to Helen, who 
is from England, and they have two 
small children, Hannah and Samu-
el. Christian loves the mountains, 
especially those of his native Tyrol, 
and he and Helen share a passion 
to contribute to the re-evangelisa-
tion of Europe.

Photo © John Cairns
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ADay of Apologetics (in English) with the Revd. Dr Christian Hofreiter 
is taking place on Saturday 13 February, from 9.30-15.30. Sponsored 

by Christ Church, the day will take place in the Church Centre, Salesianer-
gasse 24, 1030 Vienna. A light lunch will be served (donations welcome). 
In view of limited numbers, please register as soon as possible with the 
Church Office by email (office@christchurchvienna.org). 

Some objections to the Christian faith are difficult to answer, not only in 
conversation with agnostics, atheists or followers of other religions, but 
also for Christians themselves. Can we be sure that our faith is more than 
an illusion and wishful thinking? Isn’t it obvious that saying your religion 
is true, or truer than any other view, leads to intolerance and violence? If 
God really exists and is as loving and powerful as Christians claim, why in 
the world doesn’t he stop the horrendous suffering of so many innocents? 
If these questions seem worth thinking about carefully and honestly, this 
day is for you.

1. Arrival 09.30 for 10.00

2. Introduction 10.00

3. Session 1: Is faith an illustion? Thinking and believing

4. Coffee break (30 minutes) 11.30

5. Session 2: Religious truths claims, intolerance and
violence

6. Lunch break (45 minutes) 13.15

7. Session 3: If God is good why do people suffer?

8. Conclusion

From the Church Registers

On 10 October 2015, Anna Louise Meinl, Julia 
Christine Meinl and Thomas Norbert Meinl

On 15 November 2015, Matteo Henry Binggeli

... Facing Difficult Questions
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Unavoidably, we live in the age 
of Twitter, Facebook, YouTube 

and ever-new sensations that seem 
to spring up overnight. Insofar as 
confession is good for the soul, 
I have to concede that I struggle 
with the allure of the Internet and 
doubtlessly waste time roaming on-
line. After all, social media and the 
treasure trove of information one 
finds on the Internet have an im-
mediacy and pleasant distraction 
effect that serious reading doesn’t 
offer. 

So, why make the case for it? It’s 
because I believe that great books 
have the power to shape us in a way 
that social media never can, and 
to shape us for the better if we let 
them. J. Rufus Fears is an American 
professor of classics who makes the 
case well for good reading:

“Great books change our lives. Great 
books also change with our lives. It 
is the mark of a great book that we 
can read it again and again and that 
at each stage of life, it speaks to us 
with a new voice. Our ever-chang-
ing life experiences allow us to see 
new lessons in a book that we have 
read and cherished long ago---or in 
a book that bored us in school but 
fascinates us now….It is the test of 
a great book that it speaks across 
the ages. The great books inform 
one another. As Plato drew upon 
Homer, Cicero drew upon both, and 
Thomas More, Erasmus and Goethe 
drew upon all three.”

A great book isn’t necessarily one 
that’s hard to read. One of the 
greatest books of the 20th century 
was George Orwell’s Animal Farm, a 
short, simple allegory about com-
munism and its inevitable corrup-
tion by the most unscrupulous 
among revolutionaries.

Christians reading the Bible are 
perhaps especially well placed to 
appreciate the case for serious 
reading. After all, to read biblical 
texts with discernment is no easy 
task. We struggle with translation, 
interpretation and meaning. To read 
many passages critically and well 
requires the application of reason 
and historical knowledge as well 
as faith. Ultimately, in so doing, we 
seek wisdom about what is true and 
guidance about how to live our lives. 

Both within Christian tradition and 
outside it, great minds over the cen-
turies have wrestled with the search 
for truth and wisdom. They pose 
different questions and, of course, 
many different answers, but what 
they do is challenge us with great 
themes. In picking up the chal-
lenge, we open the door to growing 
our own minds, and hearts too, to 
lead fuller lives. For the Christian, of 
course, this means fuller life in ser-
vice to God and one’s fellow man. 

Especially in our world today, it 
seems to me that we need more 
than ever the “spiritual nutrition” 
from good reading that enables us 

What Are “The Great Books” ...  ... and Why Should We Care?
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to grasp the deeper meaning of life. 
Reading how great minds of the past 
have wrestled with making sense of 
the human condition awakens in us 
a more insightful Christian faith—
even when many of humankind’s 
great books come from writers who 
were not themselves Christians; 
timeless wisdom about what it 
means to be human comes in many 
flavours. The broader our range of 
taste, the better we equip ourselves 
to understand our own heritage of 
faith and what it demands of us in 
this world.

So, what are “great books?” 
Professor Fears suggests that a 
great book is one that has a noble 
theme and helps inform decisions 

in life. “It can be clear and forceful, 
lyrical or intense, but is should be 
language that elevates the soul. A 
great book should speak across the 
ages. One of the wisest lessons to 
be learned from the great books 
is to look at ourselves through the 
eyes of others.” 

Professor Fears himself declines 
to give his readers any definitive 
list of books. In this day and age, 
we can each Google “great books” 
and come up with lots of lists from 
lots of sources. That’s good. Unlike 
the Bible, no “canon” is needed for 
great books, but it’s easy to find 
lists. Here are a few sample links via 
google search: (thegreatestbooks.
org—Reader-driven list of mostly 

What Are “The Great Books” ...  ... and Why Should We Care?
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fiction; www.modernlibrary.com/
top-100—A fiction and non-fic-
tion top 100 list; en.wikipedia.org/
wiki—Lists_of_100_best_books, a 
list of lists.

Our lives are short and the corpus 
of books available to us is inex-
haustible. Each of us can develop 
our own reading discipline and try 
to figure out the kinds of books that 
we can profitably relate to, ranging 
over literature, philosophy and sci-
ence as our tastes lead us. 

That said, for the past handful 
of years, Christina and I have at-
tended the Summer Classics pro-
gramme of St. John’s College in the 
foothills of Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
St. John’s does indeed have a very 
well-defined notion of great books. 
Students march through a set cur-
riculum for four years, beginning 
with ancient literature and ending 
with contemporary classics. 

I think few of us possess the mo-
nastic temperament to follow this 
demanding course (full-time un-
dergraduate enrollment is small). 
However, Summer Classics involves 
selecting ONE work of a great au-
thor and joining a seminar table of 
participants for a week to discuss 
it, guided by two knowledgeable 
“tutors” (i.e. faculty experienced 
with the very distinctive “St. John’s 
method” of conversation). We’ve 
explored between us works of phi-
losophy, literature, history, political 

theory and music, and look forward 
to more. For the curious, St. John’s 
Great Books curriculum and meth-
od can be visited on the Wikipedia 
entry for St. John’s College (Annap-
olis/Santa Fe). 

My own experience with great 
books dates back to adolescence. 
I remember reading with astonish-
ment Arthur Koestler’s Darkness at 
Noon, about a loyal communist vic-
tim of Stalin’s terror purges. Alek-
sandr Solzhenitsyn’s One Day in the 
Life of Ivan Denisovich, the account of 
a prisoner in the Soviet Gulag, was 
published when I was in school. I 
grew up knowing victims of collec-
tivist experiments in 20th century 
Europe, so these books seemed es-
pecially real to me. They led me to 
another classic: Viennese Friedrich 
Hayek’s The Road to Serfdom (a pae-
an to freedom). I also read Graham 
Greene’s magnificent The Power and 
the Glory, about a “whisky priest” 
on the run for his life in the Mexi-
can Revolution’s collectivist/ athe-
istic phase. 

Turning away from the tragic politi-
cal history of the last century, The 
Screwtape Letters remains a great and 
simple classic by one of the most 
influential Christian writers of the 
20th century: C.S. Lewis. Virtually 
anything Lewis ever wrote about re-
ligion is in my mind a “great book.” 
I look forward to reading his Narnia 
Chronicles someday with my grand-
children.

ß
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In a related vein, the Anglo-Amer-
ican poet T.S. Eliot once asserted 
that the works of Shakespeare and 
Dante tell us all we need to know 
about the breadth and depth of 
human experience (respectively) 
and everything else in literature is 
subordinate to them. I don’t know 
about that but I did discover the re-
demptive power of Dante’s Divine 
Comedy when I was emerging from 
a difficult period in my life, and I’ve 
never found a more moving trag-
edy than Shakespeare’s King Lear 
(though, for me, Sophocles’ Oedipus 
at Colonus comes close).

Contrasts abound. More than one 
critic has cited the confident Eng-
lish society of manners and morals 
depicted in Jane Austen’s novels as 
polar opposite to the great Russian 
writers who agonized over suffer-
ing, death, sin and punishment in 
their pre-apocalyptic Russia of the 
19th century. There are lessons 
in life and about character to be 
learned from both Austen and Dos-
toyevsky.   

I should also cite my discovery in 
college of The Structure of Scientific 
Revolutions by philosopher of sci-
ence Thomas Kuhn. It changed the 
way to think about the enterprise of 
modern science. It’s as worthwhile 
reading today as in 1962 when it 
was first published.

Readers of this article will sus-
pect my ignorance of non-western 

writing. Indeed, I’m a product of 
my Euro-American education and 
heritage. Because our encounters 
with great books are never-ending, 
though, I am looking forward to ex-
ploring in the years ahead more of 
the contemporary classics of Asian 
and African literature that I’ve 
missed out on up to now. 

Let me conclude by again quoting 
Professor Fears: “The great books 
teach us how to make life choices. 
Many of us might be tempted to fol-
low the path of Thomas More [16th 
century English counselor to a king], 
climbing up the career ladder but 
knowing, ultimately, that success 
is impossible….And how will we 
deal with adversity when it comes 
to us? We can only hope to meet it 
with the courage that Thomas More 
[who was in the end beheaded] did 
when he recognized his mistakes….
Perhaps the most important lesson 
of the great books is about freedom: 
freedom to make decisions, free-
dom to suffer, and freedom to gain 
wisdom. The great books are an in-
spiration and a guide to how to live 
our lives so that the world will be a 
better place.” 
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One of the many things I enjoy 
so much as a member of Christ 

Church is watching the children 
running in from the Kid’s Church 
before the Eucharist, waving some 
of the things which they have made, 
receiving their blessing and dashing 
to their parents, mostly with joy on 
their faces. It takes me back to my 
own early experiences in Sunday 
School, from the age of four to six. 

Coming from a Roman Catholic 
family with an Irish/Polish back-
ground, I of course was expected to 
attend Sunday School at our parish 
church of St. Paul‘s in Jersey City, 
New Jersey, but did not have to start 
until age six in order to receive in-
struction for a year prior to my first 
Holy Communion at age seven. 
However, one Sunday at the age of 
four, I wandered up our quiet street, 
which, of course, I was not allowed 
to cross without an adult, and heard 

some children laughing and singing 
from a room off to the side of the 
Lutheran Church, and I just walked 
through the door and joined in. The 
teachers were somewhat surprised, 
but as I was (fairly) well-behaved, 
and dressed properly—no pants or 
shorts for us kids on Sundays in the 
city in the fifties!—they had no ob-
jection. 

When I got home an hour or so 
later, my mom thought I had been 
visiting my best friend up the street, 
and was rather surprised to see me 
with a picture of Jesus as the Good 
Shepherd surrounded by lambs, 
and to listen to my babbling about 
where I had been. I think she ac-
companied me the next week to 
check things out, but she was quite 
happy with the arrangement. 

So for two years, with a break in the 
summers, I happily attended Lu-
theran Sunday school, took part in 
a pageant, for which my aunt, who 
lived with us at the time, sewed 
me a beautiful Little Bo-Peep cos-
tume. I cannot remember the solo 
sentence I had to say on the stage, 
but my parents and aunt were quite 
proud of me. At that time, people 
often asked one about national 
background, and I peeped up that 
I was half Polish and half Irish, and 
half Catholic and half Protestant! 
This statement often caused a bit 
of laughter from adults, which I did 
not understand at the time; for me 
the matter was perfectly clear. 

Church and Cake
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There was the one disastrous Sun-
day, when I dashed up the street, 
stood at the door of the Sunday 
School and noticed a horrible smell 
emanating from my shoes—I had 
stepped in “dog doo”, as we re-
ferred to it then, and realized with 
horror that I could not go in smell-
ing so badly. I tried to clean my 
shoes on the grass, but that did not 
work and I ran home in tears with 
this horrible tale. Mom successfully 
cleaned the matter up, but it was 
then too late to attend. 

Then came the time, shortly before 
my sixth birthday in July, when my 
mother went with me to tell the 
teachers that I would no longer be 
able to attend, as I had to switch 
to St. Paul’s Sunday School, which 
was much further away. The next 
Sunday I was given a farewell party, 
with ice cream, soda and cake. 

So in September, I attended the 
nine o’clock children’s Mass, and 
then marched across the street to 
St. Paul’s primary school for a very 
different kind of experience. Sitting 
at real school desks in rows, with 
a rather humourless nun making 
us learn the lengthy Catholic cat-
echism by rote, plus the Ten Com-
mandments, plus the terrors of pur-
gatory and hell if we didn’t adhere 
to all of that. No laughing, singing, 
cake or ice cream to be had there! 
No gentle pictures of Jesus to take 
home and hang on my wall. 

My break with the Lutheran 
Church, however, was not quite 
complete. Sometimes after school, 
my best friend Janet, who attended 
St. Paul’s and I—I went to a pub-
lic school—would walk up the long 
drive to the back of the Lutheran 
pastor’s house, climb the few stairs 
near the kitchen, knock on the door, 
and ask for milk and cookies, which 
the pastor’s wife always had avail-
able! They were an elderly couple, 
and seemed to enjoy our short culi-
nary visits or at least put on a good 
face about it. 

So, now, all these years later, as a 
member of the Anglican Church, I 
can go back to thinking I am half 
Catholic and half Protestant—and 
there is cake as well!

Jan Hillerman’s magnificent 70th birthday 
cake, enjoyed by many in the Church Centre, 
featured a picture of the smallest Hillerman, 
Boko, on top.





32

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
is an international, ecumeni-

cal prayer movement that invites 
women, from a different part of the 
world each year, to prepare a wor-
ship service through which their 
hopes and fears for their country 
may be brought before the whole 
world in prayer. On Friday, 4 March 
an estimated 3 million people in 
over 170 countries and islands will 
gather to observe the day of prayer, 
using an order of service written 
by Christian women in Cuba and 
translated into over 60 languages 
and 1,000 dialects. The day begins 
as the sun rises over the island of 
Samoa and continues until it sets 
off the coast of American Samoa, 
some 35 hours later.

The theme ‘Receive children. Re-
ceive me’ reflects St Mark’s Gospel, 

chapter 10 verses 13-16, which is 
the focus of the service and a re-
minder that everyone is a child of 
God and equally worthy of our love 
and respect.

The Republic of Cuba is the larg-
est Caribbean island, located at the 
entrance of the Gulf of Mexico and 
called ‘the Key to the Gulf’. Politi-
cally at odds with the USA for many 
years, Cuba suffered greatly due 
to the economic embargo imposed 
upon it in 1960 but has found 
strength with itself to move on and 
overcome many of its problems. 

This is not a day of prayer just for 
women—everyone is welcome to 
attend the service, men, women, 
people of all ages. This year the 
service will be held at Christ Church 
at 18.30 (time to be confirmed).

Women’s World Day of Prayer

Our Father in heaven, You own the cattle 
on a thousand hills. You are sovereign 
over the nations, and we thank You for 
the way You are building your church 
in Cuba even in the midst of many 
challenges. We pray with them for Bibles 
and other training materials that they 
might grow in maturity as Christians. 
We pray that godly leaders will be 
raised up in the church and trained to 
shepherd the people as they seek to lead 
lives of obedience to Your Word. We 
pray that You will soften the hearts of 
the authorities to grant registration to 
new churches and to permit the freedom 
to preach the Word without restrictions. 
In the meantime, we thank You for those 
who, with courage and faith, worship and 
serve You in Cuba. Amen
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Dates for your Diary

Feb 9 (Tues) 19.00 Shrove Tuesday pancake party

Feb 10 (Weds) 09.30   Ash Wednesday Eucharist with imposition of ashes

19.00 Ash Wednesday Eucharist with imposition of ashes

Feb 11 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group: Isaac Bashevis Singer short stories

Feb 13 (Sat) 09.30 - Day conference on ‘Facing difficult questions for

1530 our faith’ with Revd. Dr Christian Hofreiter

Feb 18 (Thurs) Thursday Lent Group starts (10th district)

Feb 24 (Weds) 18.30 Council Meeting

March 4 (Fri) Women’s World Day of Prayer

March 6 (Sun) 10.00 Mothering Sunday – Family Eucharist

March 16 (Weds) 18.30 Council Meeting

March 20 (Sun) 10.00 Palm Sunday: Sung Eucharist with blessing of  

the palms

March 24 (Thurs) 20.00 Maundy Thursday liturgy

March 25 (Fri) 12.30 Ecumenical Service

18.00 Good Friday Liturgy

March 26 (Sat) 21.00 Easter Vigil

March 27 08.00 Said Eucharist

10.00 Easter Day Sung Eucharist 

April 10 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation with Bishop David Hamid

April 20 (Weds) 19.00 Annual Church Meeting

May 27-29  Retreat

June 10 (Fri)  Lange Nacht der Kirchen



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




