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The deadline for submissions for 
the February/March 2016 issue 
of CROSSWAYS is 15 January. 
P lease  send  cont r ibu t ions  to 
be considered for publication to: 
office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at, or phone the Editor 
on 0650/4747473.

At times it’s hard to remember that the run-up to 
Christmas is a period of joy and anticipation, 

particularly when news of atrocities against humanity 
are a seemingly daily occurrence. And yet it is precisely 
the most overwhelming challenges that generate the 
greatest response. The psychopaths responsible for 
taking 130 innocent lives in Paris on 13 November 
unwittingly set in motion a tide of solidarity across 
nations and a cast-iron resolve that evil will never be 
allowed to triumph. Manifestations of solidarity ranged 
from a loud and emotional rendition of La Marseillaise by 
English and French football fans in Wembly Stadium to 
the free rides offered by Parisian taxi-drivers for those 
left stranded by the attacks. If it’s hard for Christians 
to understand—and forgive—such depravity, how much 
harder must it be for followers of Islam whose faith is 
being taken in vain by common criminals. Islam and 
Christianity have a common heritage in our Jewish 
roots (the Old Testament) and as Christians we need to 
distance ourselves from any backlash against Muslims 
who are seeking to live in peace and harmony with 
others.

In so many ways, the Christ Church Bazaar last month, 
bringing together as it did helpers and visitors of many 
creeds and from many nations, bears testimony to the 
power of human resilience. It was the combined forces 
of many individuals that helped make the occasion both 
joyful and successful. The Bazaar Coordinator, Isolde 
Pezet, as well as her two lieutenants, Diana Dopheide 
and Herbert Stenzenberger, all paid tribute to the 
tireless efforts of volunteers (many of whom remain 
nameless and cannot be thanked individually). My own 
two new (Muslim) grandsons worked hard all day and 
were able to witness the spirit of Christmas at work all 
around them.

This edition of Crossways marks the magazine’s tenth 
birthday and to celebrate the event it is being produced 
in colour, courtesy of our printer. Unbeknownst to 
individual contributors, there seems to be a leitmotif 
running through the pages—of reaching out to strangers, 
of giving instead of receiving, of joy instead of fear. May 
yours be a safe, blessed and joyful Christmas.  



4

Bishop Robert’s Message

My eldest daughter, 
Ruth, used to 

work for a famous high 
street retailer. Sadly, the 
stress in and around 
Christmas was one of 
the reasons that she left 
them. The long hours in 
the run up to Christmas, 
the packed shops and 
stressed shoppers and 
the night shifts just 
before Christmas Day 
itself when the shop 
had to be turned around 
rapidly into Boxing Day 
sales mode, piled huge 
pressure on assistants 
and management alike. 
Yet everyone knew that 
Christmas was of vital 

commercial importance. And not just for 
this shop. The centre for retail research 
suggests that many Northern European 
retailers make more than half of their 
sales and profits in the three months 
around Christmas.  

The main character in the commercial 
Christmas is of course St. Nicholas, 
Father Christmas. But underlying Santa's 
prominence, is the original Christmas 
story. Indirectly, at least, the giving of 
gifts is rooted in the gift of the Christ-
child and the costly gifts given by the 
magi. And so the Christmas story is used 
to help legitimate the retail sector and the 
consumption of goods at Christmastime. 
How ironic that our own texts can be co-
opted to trap us in the very patterns of 
modern behaviour that many of us would 
long to escape or at least to control! 

In this light, it is important to read the 
biblical infancy narratives again with 
fresh eyes and to notice their hugely 
subversive, liberating and revolutionary 
intent. In Luke’s gospel, when Gabriel 
announces to Mary that she will have a 
child, the angel tells her that her baby 
son will be great and that God will make 
him a king inheriting the throne of King 
David. Everyone was well aware that 
there was already a local king, Herod, 
and that behind him was the weight of 
Roman imperial authority. Yet, after she 
is visited by Elizabeth, Mary responds 
with the words of the Magnificat, in 
which she glorifies the Lord who exalts 
the humble but brings rulers down 
from their thrones. When the child is 
eventually born, the first to the see the 
new born Christ in Luke’s gospel are the 
shepherds, who symbolize the lowest and 
poorest in society. 

The opposition between the infant Jesus 
and the ruling powers is highlighted 
even more clearly in Matthew’s gospel. 
Matthew’s Jesus is presented from the 
outset as a king, descended from David, 
born in the royal city of Bethlehem, 
worshipped by Magi. He is immediately a 
threat to Herod and must be taken for his 
own safety out of Israel into Egypt. Biblical 
commentators have usually interpreted 
the flight into Egypt in theological terms, 
relating it in some way to Israel’s journey 
into and subsequent exodus from Egypt. 
But, straightforwardly, it’s clear that the 
infant Jesus is on the run. He is fleeing 
persecution. He is a refugee. Thus both 
Matthew and Luke introduce Jesus as a 
king who threatens the oppressive powers 
governing first century Israel. Jesus is 
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a ‘prince of peace’ whose kingdom is 
founded on very different principles from 
the military rule that underpinned the pax 
Romana. His kingdom is one where the 
first will be last and the last first. Even in 
his birth and infancy he is identified with 
the poor, the persecuted and the refugee.

Europe faces an ongoing refugee crisis. 
Many towns and cities across the whole 
continent are receiving large numbers 
of migrants. Our own parishes and 
chaplaincies are doing what they can 
to bring aid and assistance. There is no 
easy solution to the crisis. The long term 
solutions involve peace building and the 
generation of economic prosperity in the 
Middle East and Africa. Medium term 
solutions might involve the creation of 
safe routes and the speedier processing 
of asylum applications. But in the short 
term, the particular calling of the church 
is to pray and to work for the welfare of 
those who have been forced to flee their 
homes and who face a European winter. 
The book of Deuteronomy 10:19 teaches: 
‘You are to love the stranger, for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt.’ We 
remember that this was how Jesus began 
his infant life too. I have heard some 
wonderful and deeply moving stories of 
how care for the stranger has brought 
unexpected grace. A teacher was telling 
me how pupils at her school found a new 
sense of meaning and purpose through 
ministering to the Syrians who had 
arrived in their town. Clergy have told 
me how their congregations have laid 
aside minor disagreements when faced 
with the urgency of a common mission 
and purpose. 

This Christmas, we are summoned to 
see the world with divine perspective 
and compassion. For our own good and 
for the good of others, we are invited to 
reclaim the Christmas story! We are to 
preach, proclaim and live the amazing 
news that God enters his own creation 
to save, console and heal the poor 
and the lost. God comes amongst us 
as a vulnerable baby sharing our own 
human weaknesses and vulnerabilities. 
He becomes human so that we become 
divine (to quote Athanasius), but he also 
becomes human so that we can become 
more fully human ourselves. And in 
humanity to reach out beyond ourselves 
to others as he has reached out to us. 
That is the real gift. 

Finally, aside from the commercial 
pressures, I am very aware that the 
Christmas season puts particular 
opportunities and pressures in the way 
of our chaplaincies. We are typically 
receiving lots of visitors who don’t 
normally darken the doors of our 
churches. At the same time, many regular 
church members are away at Christmas 
itself, visiting family or friends. So those 
that remain have to work especially 
hard to keep everything running and to 
provide a cheerful welcome. To all those 
who sustain and enable our worship over 
Christmas I give my warm and sincere 
thanks: to our clergy, lay readers and 
leaders, musicians, welcomers, wardens, 
caterers and cleaners.

And may the God whose message of 
peace was sung by the angels to herald 
the birth of his Son, bring his peace to 
our hearts, our homes, our families and 
our world over this Christmas time.
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Over the past year I have 
added a short petition to 

the blessing I use at the altar 
during the distribution of Holy 
Communion when I am asked 
to bless a child or more often 
a child presents itself to be 
blessed. It is “and give you joy 
in believing”. One of the most 
memorable encounters in the 
New Testament is the meeting 
of Mary and Elizabeth as 

recorded in the gospel according to 
St Luke (1:39-45). Both women are 
pregnant. Mary is pregnant with 
Jesus. Elizabeth is pregnant with 
John the Baptist. Their encounter 
has Elizabeth exclaim, “…as I 
heard the sound of your greeting, 
the child in my womb leapt for 
joy.” The child in Elizabeth’s womb 
is joyful. There is joy in the air, 
for Mary has believed amongst 
other things that “there would be 
a fulfilment of what was spoken to 
her by the Lord.”

The word joy introduces a 
Christmas hymn in which music 
and words combine in such a way 
that even now after many years of 
use they seem just right: “Joy to the 

world, the Lord is come” and “Joy to 
the world, the Saviour reigns!” These 
words echo the greeting of the 
angels to the shepherds: “…I am 
bringing you good news of great joy 
for all the people”. (Luke 2.8-13)

The Magi (commonly called the 
three kings) on reaching Bethlehem 
are filled with joy. (Matt 2.10) The 
French will greet one another at 
Christmas with Joyeux Noël (Joyous 
Christmas) or Joyeux noël et bonne 
année (Joyous Christmas and a 
Good New Year).

What is joy? At least since the 13th 
century it has meant “a feeling of 
pleasure and delight” and since 
the 14th “a source of pleasure 
or happiness”. In Psalm 34 in the 
New International Version of the 
Bible we read, “Then I will go to 
the altar of God, to God, my joy 
and my delight. I will praise you 
with the lyre, O God, my God.” 
The King James Bible translates 
the same verse as, “Then will I go 
unto the altar of God, unto God my 
exceeding joy: yea, upon the harp 
will I praise thee, O God my God.”

What does the above show? 
It shows that joy is one of our 

constant companions as a people 
of faith. We should be able 

to trace it in our own lives. 
Joy to some degree should 

define us. It should be 
part of our DNA, to 

use a modern idiom. 
The joy of which I 
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speak comes from knowing God 
and meeting with God. Knowing 
God as he has chosen to reveal 
himself in Jesus Christ. What does 
this revelation (manifestation, 
Offenbarung) tell us? It tells us that 
God is a God who comes alongside 
his people and walks with them, 
as memorably foreshadowed in 
the wanderings in the wilderness. 
Even in the wilderness God gives 
his people water to drink and food 
to eat in order to sustain them. The 
New Covenant shows how God 
befriends us. The birth of Jesus in 
Bethlehem, which means house of 
bread, makes concrete what the 
people of Israel had hoped for in a 
new way beyond their imagining. 
The constant refrain is “Do not be 
afraid”. The shepherds are greeted 
in this way! Do not be afraid! In 
the Resurrection, Jesus greets his 
disciples and the wider company 
with the same words, “Do not be 
afraid!” So if we are not to be afraid 
what should we be? Let me suggest 
“joyful.”

Joy seems at this moment in time in 
short supply. Fear is seemingly on 
the increase. It is almost tangible. As 
we prepare to celebrate Christmas 
let us begin our preparations by 
tracing in our own lives the joy that 
comes with believing. Let us share 
that joy with others. Certainly we 
should not detract from it. If joy 
is missing then let us have the 
courage to ask that we may come 
to know the joy that comes with 

believing and learn to share 
it with others. Joy will out! 

The baby in Elizabeth’s 
womb leapt for joy. Many 
of us will be reminded of 
this as we sing “ten 
lords a-leaping” in 
“The Twelve Days of 
Christmas”, echoing 
Jesus’ words, 
“Rejoice on that day 
and leap for joy, for 
surely your reward is 
great in heaven.” (Luke 
6.23)

Readers who do 
not often have an 
opportunity to come to Christ 
Church might like to hear the whole 
blessing that I have used over the 
years: “The Lord bless you, protect 
you, fill you with love and peace 
and give you joy in believing.” This 
is my wish and prayer for every 
one of us this Christmas as we 
unflinchingly face the challenges of 
our present with joy. Confident that 
to love, do good, bless and pray 
(Luke 6.27) is our duty and joy as in 
“It is indeed right, it is our duty and 
our joy, at all times and in all places 
to give you thanks and praise, holy 
Father, heavenly King, almighty and 
eternal God, through Jesus Christ 
your only Son our Lord.”

…and give you joy in believing
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House Concert

On 16 October, Deirdre and Gary 
Brewster once again graciously 

opened their home again for a house 
Concert. The Social Committee was 
instrumental in planning the event 
with Christina Stevens as overall 
coordinator.

The programme was beautifully put 
together with an eclectic mixture of 
music and sketches from a range of 
composers and writers. Two talented 
young music students, Sophie 
Janke and Kathryn Waldner from 
the Musikschule Landstraße sang 
pieces by Handel, Mozart, Gluck and 
Humperdinck, ably accompanied by 
Maria Rom. They were followed by 
Maeve Auer, our pianist for the rest 
of the programme, who gave us a 
wonderful rendition of Schubert’s 
Impromtu in G-flat.

In contrast, the versatile Richard 
Lammiman performed three pieces 
on the classical guitar by Tarrega, 
Granados and Albeniz. Christina 
Stevens and Melinda May—the 
Dynamic Duo—then treated us to a 
deliciously comic rendering of Joyce 
Grenfell’s songs and monologues. 

Melinda began with the Nativity Play, 
evoking much laughter, followed by 
Shirley’s Girlfriend, changing accents 
during the monologues; Christina 
then performed The Hymn and gave 
a hilarious rendering of Stately As 
a Galleon, one of Grenfell’s most 
famous songs, accompanied by 
Maeve Auer. David Hall (a newcomer 
to Christ Church) and a real find, 
followed playing Scottish folk tunes 
on the accordion, which really set 
people’s feet tapping.

The programme was rounded off by 
our own David Hope who led the 
Sing-along, which was enjoyed by all. 
If anyone can get a bunch of people 
to sing and enjoy themselves David 
can! A delicious buffet followed, 
with a variety of dishes to tempt the 
appetite, prepared by Deirdre in her 
own elegant way.

All in all, it was a marvellous evening 
of music, laughter and fun together 
and at the same time it helped raise 
funds for Christ Church. Thanks to 
those involved for organizing what 
has become an annual event! We 
look forward to next year.

This issue of Crossways contains 
a payment slip (Erlagschein) to 

enable readers to contribute to the 
cost of printing and postage. An 
appropriate amount would be EUR 
20 per family, but any contributions 
are gratefully received and will 
relieve the strain on our Church’s 
limited budget. 

by
 M

el
in

da
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ay
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Dates for your Diary

Dec 1 (Tues) 19,00 Soundings: Frank Sauer on being an Anglican   
   Franciscan tertiary

Dec 2 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Dec 5 (Sat) 12.00 Advent Day of Prayer in church

Dec 6 (Sun) 16.00 Christmas carol sing-along in aid of a charity

Dec 9 (Weds) 18.30 Council Meeting 

Dec 13 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist with children’s nativity

  18.00 Service of Nine lessons and carols

Dec. 18 (Fri) 18.00 Charity Christmas Concert at Christ Church

Dec 19 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle

Dec 24 (Thurs) 22.45 Midnight Mass

Dec 25 (Fri) 08.00 Said Eucharist

  10.00 Sung Eucharist with carols

Dec 27 (Sun) 10.00 Sung Eucharist

Dec 31 (Weds) 16.30 New Year’s Eve, Said Eucharist with carols

Jan 3 (Sun) 10.00 Sung Eucharist

Jan 6 (Weds) 10.00 The Epiphany - Solemn Sung Eucharist

Jan 17 (Sun) 18.00 Service for the Tag des Judentums

Jan 18-25  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Jan 20 (Weds) 18.30 Council Meeting

Jan 22 (Fri) 18.00 Ecumenical Service for the Week of Prayer for   
   Christian Unity

Jan 31 (Sun) 10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist

Feb 13 (Sat)  A day of Apologetics with the Revd. Dr   
   Christian Hofreiter:  Is faith an illusion?   
   Thinking and believing; Religious truth claims:  
   tolerance and violence; and if God is good   
   why do people suffer? 

Feb 24 (Weds) 18.30 Council Meeting: Looking Ahead  

March 4   Women’s World Day of Prayer

April 10 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation with Bishop David Hamid

April 20 (Weds) 19.00 Annual Church Meeting

May 27-29  Retreat

June 10 (Fri)  Long Night of Churches
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Face-to-Face

Mike, we were very proud when 
you were ordained as deacon in 
the summer. When did you decide 
that you had a calling in the 
Church of England?  
Looking back, I knew from the age 
of thirteen that I wanted to be an 
ordained minister although my faith 
journey took me on several twists 
and turns before I settled in the 
Anglican tradition.

Were you not raised in the 
Anglican/Episcopal church?  
I was actually raised in the Romanian 
Orthodox Church by my Romanian 
grandmother, although in Erie, 
Pennsylvania, where I grew up, the 
only Orthodox church was Greek, so 
that was the one we attended. 

I experienced an awakening of faith at 
a Christian summer camp when I was 
13. This was a rather conservative 
Evangelical church, somewhat at 
odds with my grandmother’s desire 

to raise me in the 
Orthodox Church. 
It was a source of 
friction, but my 
grandmother saw that 
I was serious and that 
as a young person I 
had sound priorities 
and a supportive 
community around 
me.  

What did you do when 
you left school? 
I went to Pennsylvania 
State University where 

I majored in religious studies and 
philosophy. The course covered 
world religions and I maintained a 
focus on Christianity. Towards the 
end of my degree, I started to explore 
Orthodoxy again. 

After graduation, I moved back to 
Erie where I worked for two years 
with children with behavioural and 
mental issues. My work took me to 
different churches and it was during 
this time that I first had contact with 
the Anglican church. It was at the 
suggestion of the Dean John Downey 
of the Cathedral St. Paul in Erie that 
I decided to apply to a  seminary, 
eventually matriculating at Union 
Theological Seminary in the City of 
New York, the oldest independent 
seminary in the United States.

 During my three-year post-graduate 
studies, I worked as an intern at the 
National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the USA, which had a 
strong focus on social justice. 
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How did you get involved in the 
interfaith dialogue?  
I was at the seminary on the fateful 
day of 11 September 2001. I was 
eager to get out into the community  
to create new opportunities for 
dialogue and cooperation among 
different faiths in the city. During my 
studies I accepted a position with 
the Interfaith Center of New York, 
and decided to postpone my plans 
for ordination to focus on this work. 
I see interreligious dialogue as at the 
core of my vocation, which is why I 
continue stay engaged in developing 
and managing programmes at the 
KAICIID the dialogue centre in 
Vienna. 

I feel some things have come along 
away since 2001, approaches to 
dialogue and peace-building is 
certainly more mainstream today. 
But the context today is difficult. 
There is so much mistrust, and it is 
increasing among the public. Today, 
with current events as they are, I 
think a fatigue has set in that is 
causing even people of good will to 
accept a “Clash of Civilizations” as 
inevitable. I reject this. I constantly 
return to the   Beatitudes, I believe 
Jesus calls us to never cease in being 
ambassadors of God’s vision of 
peace and reconciliation in a world 
that is increasingly fragmenting. 

At which stage did you decide you 
wanted to be an Anglican?  
Following seminary, I found myself 
drawn more and more to the Anglican 
Tradition, where I could truly feel the 
fullness of the Church. I appreciate 

that the Anglican Tradition is rooted 
in the Apostolic Tradition but there 
is a uniqueness to its catholicity 
that is open to the broad richness 
and diversity of Christianity that I 
feel is special. I was received into 
the Episcopal Church in January 
2008 and I have never looked back. I 
began the ordination process at this 
stage and did some work as part of 
the administrative team at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral in Erie. 

Did you consider a different career? 
You may be surprised to learn that I 
once ran—unsuccessfully as it turned 
out—for Congress. My campaign 
focused on social justice, especially 
for young people. I had met my wife, 
Heike, at a party shortly before my 
30th birthday and invited her to 
my own party as our first date.  We 
were married in Erie and Elena was 
born in the middle of my election 
campaign. We have some very funny 
pictures of us in the field, with signs 
and posters carrying Elena. It was an 
amazing experience. è
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At what stage did you decide to move 
to Austria?   
When I met Heike, she was a 
journalist working for the Kurier 
covering US affairs. After several 
years, she received a job offer back 
in Vienna, and she had indicated that 
she wanted to return. We decided it 
would be the right time for the family 
to move. For me, it was a wonderful 
opportunity to get to know another 
culture. 

When did you discover Christ 
Church?    
Immediately after our arrival! I first 
met Aileen, then Patrick with whom I 
discussed my desire to continue with 
my ordination discernment process. 
I had perhaps underestimated the 
differences between the Episcopal 
Church as I was used to it and the  
Church of England and needed some 
time to absorb a new institutional 
structure and ethos. I soon realised 
that it was necessary to begin the 
ordination process anew.

By your own admission, your path 
to ordination has taken a somewhat 
circuitous route. Tell us about the end 
of the journey.   

Although I had been in discussion for 
some time, my actual discernment 
did not begin until 2012. My training 
with the Eastern Region Ministry 
Course, based in Norwich, began in 
2013 and involved frequent trips to 
the UK. My studies lasted two years. 
This was a busy time, since I was 
also travelling frequently for work. 

As you rightly say, it was a long 
process before I arrived at the 
gate, but I arrived there knowing 
the decision was God’s. I learned 
much along the way and I feel I 
now have a deeper understanding of 
many aspects of life of ministry. For 
instance, I believe I am better able to 
understand why humility, patience 
and perseverance are integral to 
ministry. Ministry cannot just be 
about “quick wins”, but about being 
active and involved in people’s lives 
and helping them discern the action 
of the spirit in their lives. 

What are your plans for the future? 
God willing, the plan is to be ordained 
as a priest next year, most likely at 
Christ Church. Other than that, I am 
open to whatever God wants me to 
do. I hope to continue to work in 
interfaith dialogue and reconciliation. 
Right now, I understand the work of a 
deacon as communicating the needs 
of the world to the church and this is 
my priority, but I also have learn to 
inhabit the role of a clergy person. 
I think we can agree that there is 
room for growth and opportunities 
for mission at Christ Church and a 
need to realize that for this potential 
to be fulfilled the responsibility will 
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depend on all of us, lay people and 
clergy working in fellowship. The 
challenge of ministry today in Vienna 
or beyond is discipleship, we need to 
challenge and support our lay people 
to utilize their gifts and develop their 
ministries and vocations both within 
the walls of the church and outside.  

Any regrets?  
At times I miss the United States, 
especially my mother who has had 
significant health problems and 
other family, but I also have a loving 
family here and a great vocation and 
church community. I am here now, 
this is home! 

Foreshadowing is a device that 
writers use to hint at future events 

in a story. It’s a way for the author 
to communicate to the audience that 
something is going to happen, to 
build anticipation. And the audience 
is all the more satisfied when they 
connect the foreshadowing and the 
event. Think of that strange line 
that Juliet whispers the very first 
time she sees Romeo: “Go ask his 
name: if he be married. My grave is 
like to be my wedding bed” (in Act I, 
Scene V of Romeo and Juliet). It’s as 
if she’s anticipating the tragic death 
they both will face at the end of the 
play, shortly after their wedding. Or 
if you prefer, think of that disturbing 
moment in the Empire Strikes Back 
when Luke sees his own face under 
the helmet of Darth Vader in his 
vision on Dagobah—anticipating 
that Luke will learn he is his son of 
Darth Vader at the end of the movie.

The Bible is not only a collection of 
66 books written by some 40 authors, 
it is also a single story that includes 

a kind of foreshadowing called 
typology. Certain people, figures, 
objects or events serve as types (or 
patterns) that anticipate the primary 
person and event of the whole Bible: 
Jesus Christ and his death and 
resurrection. In his co-composition 
of the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit has 
embedded certain ideas earlier in the 
Scriptures so that we might more 
fully understand them as they are 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ, as well as 
more fully understand Jesus Christ in 
light of these types.

Beginning in January we will dedicate 
four sessions to exploring typology 
and seeing how Jesus Christ is 
anticipated by certain people and 
clusters of ideas in the Old Testament 
(Tuesdays, January 12 to February 
2, 19.00). We will begin with a 
general exploration of typology and 
considering Adam the first week, and 
then consider Moses, Samuel, and 
one other in the following weeks. We 
hope you will join us!

Winter Soundings: Typology

by R
obert S. K

inney
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A. This year’s Kids’ Church nativity play is called Moving on. Rehearsals have 
already commenced, but we hope that many families will join us on Sunday 13 
December at 10.00 for what promises to be a joyful celebration of the magic 
of Christmas.

B. In the evening we will reassemble for the traditional service of Nine Lessons 
and Carols, at which our church choir leads the singing, and delight those who 
want to contemplate the mystery of God’s coming into the world as a human 
being before the busyness of preparing for the celebration of Christmas itself. 
Be advised that the service is not suitable for young children.

C. The usual service of Holy Communion according to the Book of Common 
Prayer will be celebrated at 08.00.

The musicians Steve Davislim (tenor) and Rick Stengårds (conductor) are 
arranging a Pre-Christmas Charity concert to be held at Christ Church on 
Friday, 18 December at 18.00. The concert is being supported by Christ Church 
and the Australian Embassy and is in aid of the refugee work of both Diakonie 
and Caritas here (vor Ort) in Austria.

Once again we will be holding a Christingle service for the youngest members 
of our church family on Saturday 19 December at 16.00. Christingle means 
‘Christ-Light’ reminding us that Jesus’ coming at Christmas is like a light 
coming into darkness. The first Christingle service was held in central Europe 
around 1747. The service encouraged children to keep a candle burning in 
the window of their home so that people who passed by would see the light 
of Christ. All those with young children and the young at heart are welcome 
to this service. If you can help with the preparations contact Erica Schenk, 
0664/73879802. A collection will be taken to support needy children.

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is from 18 to 25 January. The national 
ecumenical service for Austria will be held on Friday at 18.00 in the Protestant 
Lutherkirche, 1180 Vienna, Martinstraße 23. The preacher is Bishop Andrej 
Cilerdzic (Serbian-orthodox church). The week is preceded by a day to remind 
Christians of their Jewish roots. It is entitled the Day of Judaism (Tag des 
Judentums). This year’s service is on Sunday 17 January 2016 at 18.00 in the 
Protestant Verklärungskirche, 1020 Vienna, Am Tabor 5. The preacher is Dr. 
Martin Jäggle.
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“Come Lord, Come” A Day of Prayer and Meditation in Advent. Advent is a 
word derived from the Latin “adventus” meaning coming or arrival. It is the 
first season of the Church’s year and traditionally one of prayer and fasting in 
preparation for the Lord’s coming at Christmas. This Advent the church will be 
open from 12 to 17.30 on Saturday 7th December for prayer and meditation. 
The day will begin with Morning Prayer and end with Evening Prayers at 17.00. 
There will be a prayer at the top of each hour but otherwise people will be 
invited to come and go as they wish, spending time in quiet. Anyone who 
cannot come to the church but who has a specific prayer request should place 
it in the prayer ministry box at the back of the church or send an email to 
office@christchurchvienna.org Lucille Curran is the co-ordinator.

This year’s Christmas Carol Sing-along on 6 December, 16.00 will be in aid of 
Cosmas, an Austrian charity, founded by doctors at the Wilhelminenspital. The 
president is Dr Hans Kohlmann, who is associated with Christ Church through 
his family. Cosmas provides bilateral assistance in accident surgery (with 
emphasis on training) from the Wilhelminenspital to the Hospital Agosthino 
Neto in Praia, Capeverde. See their website for details: www.cosmas.at

A Christmas Ceilidh in aid of Christ Church will take place in the 3-Posts Room 
at the British Embassy  (Jaurèsgasse 12, Vienna 3) on Friday, 4 December. The 
bar opens from 17.45, with some food available, and dancing will commence 
from about 18.30. For the first time in our ceilidh history we will have a real 
live accordion player—a recent arrival in the Embassy—to provide the music 
for all the usual favourites, each preceded by a walk-though for those who are 
bit rusty. Entry donation is EUR8. Registration is essential for security reasons, 
with names to david.hope@chello.at. Maximum 40 dancers, so book in good 
time! Dancers must arrive by 18.00 when routine security manning ceases, but 
there will be a special opening of the doors at 18.15 for late comers.

New Year’s Eve: Please note that there will be a said Eucharist with carols on 
31 December at 16.30. No celebration on New Year’s Day.

‘Last Chance Carols’ Bring and Share, Saturday, 2 January: Christina and Mike 
Stevens are again hosting the popular ‘Last Chance Carols’ Bring and Share on 
2 January, starting at 16.00. For a final sing of some of our beautiful carols, 
poetry reading, delicious food and warm company—a date for your diaries!
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These are exciting times in the 
study of the heavens. There are 

new findings about our universe 
that are challenging how we think 
about the vastness of space and the 
vanishing smallness of sub-atomic 
matter. Faced with some startling 
new evidence, cosmologists are 
wrestling with making sense of 
what we think we know about 
the world around us and how 
elusive the physical reality of our 
world is. There are new ideas in 
cosmology that fire the imagination 
of scientists, philosophers and 
theologians alike. Here are some of 
these ideas:

Something (really everything!) 
comes from nothing, i.e., the big 
bang that brought our immeasurably 
vast universe into existence. For 
Jews and Christians familiar with 
how the Book of Genesis describes 
God bringing forth the universe 
from the void, this is perhaps not a 
surprise but the notion was fiercely 
resisted by many cosmologists until 
the accumulation of evidence in 
recent decades swept away most 
objections. 

The formation of our universe into 
matter and energy, stars, planets 
and our own life-sustaining Earth 
required an incredibly precise 
sequence of cosmic events in the 
first one thousandth or less of a 
second after the Big Bang. 

Even with everything that science 
has discovered, we can only 
account today for about 5% of the 

total matter and energy believed 
to be present in the universe. The 
rest has been labeled “dark energy” 
and “dark matter.” The dark stuff is 
a mystery still to be solved, much 
beloved by science fiction writers.

When physicists have been able to 
dig down to the smallest sub-atomic 
particles that can be identified by 
present-day tools of science, even 
the heaviest of metals is found to 
be mostly empty space. In these 
spaces, particles with strange 
behavior and properties seem to 
bubble into and out of existence 
in millionths of a second. The very 
concepts of matter and energy as 
we perceive them as human beings 
may be something of an illusion. 

The impassioned search by 
cosmologists and physicists for 
a Theory of Everything (i.e., a 
consistent, underlying explanation 
for all the weird stuff they keep 
coming upon) is leading to 
exotic speculation about hidden 
dimensions to reality, multiple 
universes, and fluctuating strings 
that underlie everything that takes 
the appearance of matter or energy.

Before we go on, some definitions 
are in order. What is cosmology 
itself?  It’s that branch of human 
knowledge that deals with the 
origin and general structure of 
the universe. Cosmology is a sub-
discipline of astronomy. Physics, 
the branch of science that deals 
with matter, energy, motion and 
force, often provides the guiding 

Cosmology in Crisis
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light for discoveries in cosmology. 
The implications of many of the 
most exciting discoveries in the 
last two decades or so make 
cosmology as science bump up 
against  metaphysics, the branch 
of philosophy concerned with the 
basic causes and nature of things 
literally, beyond (meta) the physical.

As the conventional understanding 
of “reality” has dissolved in the 
past 20 years or so, scientists and 
philosophers have come to speak 
of “the crisis of cosmology” and the 
“crisis of physics.” Even Einstein’s 
brilliant theory of relativity is 
strained to the breaking point 
by inability of cosmologists to 
reconcile many of the new findings 
within Einstein’s framework. 

So, the years ahead seem certain 
to be exciting ones for both basic 
science and for metaphysics. 
Why metaphysics? Because many 
of cosmologists’ new ideas are 
unlikely ever to be provable by 
the traditional tool of science: 
testable experiment or observation. 
Elaborate mathematical modeling is 
put in the place of scientific testing 
for concepts such as the theory that 
there could be an infinite number 
of universes, each governed by 
different laws of physics. As a 
logical truism, we cannot ever visit 
a different universe: If we could 
get “there,” it would mean that 
“there” is actually still part of our 
own universe. Any other universe is 
knowable only in the mind of God. 

In fact, the profoundest scientific 
puzzles today raise questions 
about what is the nature of reality, 
how can we truly “know” things 
that cannot be experienced by us, 
and what validity a mathematical 
model can have that shows how 
something could be but which 
can never be empirically verified. 
Einstein himself warned, “As far as 
the laws of mathematics refer to 
reality, they are not certain; and, as 
far as they are certain, they do not 
refer to reality.”

This is where philosophers (and 
theologians) step in. With the gaps 
and mysteries that are already 
there, the study of our universe 
will stumble on new amazements. 
Science may take us only so far in 
comprehending the meaning of the 
cosmos. Dartmouth astronomer 
Marcelo Gleiser has put it this way, 
“As the Island of Knowledge grows, 
so do the shores of our ignorance—
the boundary between the known 
and the unknown (and quite 
possibly the unknowable).”

Perhaps the most challenging 
discovery of the past 20 years is 
the evidence that points to the fine 
tuning of the universe, known as 
the Cosmological Constant. There 
are actually fifteen constants—
the strength of gravity, the ratio 
between strong and weak nuclear 
forces, etc.—that have incredibly 
precise values, without which our 
kind of universe could not have 
formed. Stephen Hawking has 

The more we discover, the less we know?

continued on p 30
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To become a mother again in one’s 
late sixties is an unqualified 

blessing, especially when it does 
not involve nature-defying medical 
procedures or a painful wait in the 
adoption queue.  

When some months ago, I responded 
to a plea in the media to offer a home 
for Syrian refugees, I was asked to list 
briefly my expectations. As a retiree 
with a monolingual husband, two 
dogs, two cats and friends from a 
wide range of countries, I expressed 
a preference for an English-
speaking, older couple who had no 
objection to pets (the girl who rang 
me back from a coordinating charity 
assumed by “older” I meant people 
in their forties!). Time passed and 
the only proposals made to us were 
for single, or groups of, young men 
who I imagined would be thoroughly 
bored living with two pensioners. 

One Sunday in mid October while I 
was waiting for the 10 o’clock service 
at Christ Church to begin, I decided 
to leave the choice of our prospective 
guests with God. Just hours later, 
I received a phone call from the 
Diakonie Traiskirchen, asking me if 
I would be prepared to take in two 
Syrian brothers aged 22 and 13, 
who spoke English and liked dogs. 
The following day I drove out to 
Traiskirchen and after a five-minute 
introduction, found myself on the 
journey home with my new wards.  

Omar and his brother Mahmoud 
had been scraping a living as Syrian 
refugees in Beirut for some years. As a 

ten-year old, Mahmoud had washed 
cars in order to earn money to pay for 
school where he could learn English. 
His parents had sent him from Syria 
to live with his brothers in Lebanon 
when bombs destroyed much of 
their village. He was finally able to 
attend school—unlike three-quarters 
of Syrian refugees in Lebanon—but 
was forced to leave at the age of 13. 
Unable to return home, unable to 
make any kind of future in Lebanon, 
Mahmoud’s brother decided to bring 
him to Europe.

In the course of their ten day 
0dyssey across Europe they 
encountered treachery, exploitation 
and compassion in equal measure. 
The unscrupulous traffickers who 
abandoned them on the open sea in 
a leaky, overfilled boat were almost 
balanced by the friendly Norwegian 
volunteers who welcomed them on 
their arrival in Greece with drinks, 
bananas and a warm smile.

They had arrived like so many 
others by plane in Izmir, Turkey, 
where they paid traffickers $2,200 
a head to accompany them to the 
Greek mainland. They were part of 
an initial group of nine men, women 
and children, although this number 
fluctuated along their travels as 
they were joined by others seeking 
safety. Their very first bus ride ended 
abruptly several hours from their 
agreed destination in a remote forest. 
The driver had panicked, abandoning 
them without food or water in the 
early hours of the morning, to sleep 

Omar and Mahmoud’s Journey
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as best they could beneath the trees. 
Frantic phone calls to the “boss” 
trafficker led to empty promises of 
swift rescue and food and water. In 
the event, they spent two days and 
two nights waiting. When someone 
finally turned up in the middle of 
the night to lead them on a three 
hour trek in darkness to the coast, 
he brought only water. At the coast 
the exhausted group had to hide 
from police monitoring the shore, 
crouching on hard ground. 

When the police left at daybreak, 
the trafficker took a group of men 
to collect the boat that was hidden 
some 800 metres away. The refugees 
were ordered to discard all clothes, 
shoes and personal belongings, 
retaining one t-shirt and one pair 
of jeans. Although the trafficker 
had assured them that the boat was 
reserved for their group that now 
numbered 40, once aboard they 
were joined by others, adding to the 
already considerable weight. Once 

afloat, the trafficker made a swift 
departure. 

An Iraqi refugee who had professed to 
be competent with boats in exchange 
for his passage, steered them onto 
the path of an oncoming cargo 
ship, confirming his perilous lack of 
navigational skills. Fortunately, one 
of the group was a Syrian sailor who 
took over as pilot, manipulated them 
to relative safety but could do little to 
prevent the boat from taking in water. 
The children screamed as the water 
level rose in the boat, reaching the 
top of Omar’s knees as he crouched 
sardine-style in the inflatable. Most 
of the passengers could not swim 
and were all too aware of the fate 
that had ended the hopes and 
dreams of countless others who had 
gone before them. Some 200 metres 
from the coast, the outboard motor 
died. Fortunately they had been 
spotted by the Greek authorities who 
sent a vessel to tow them to shore. 
The crossing had taken 70 minutes 
but seemed to go on for ever. M
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On the island of Lesvos, they were 
greeted by Norwegians and spent 
part of their remaining cash on dry 
clothes and shoes in Mytilini before 
walking two hours to the bus stop. 
After a six hour wait, they boarded 
a bus bound for a refugee camp. 
The following day they paid €125 
for a place on the ship that would 
take them on the 11 hour journey to 
Athens (one sandwich included!). 

Once the ship docked the  boys paid 
€10 for a shower before boarding a 
van to take them on a non-stop seven 
hour ride to the Macedonian border 
where they were accompanied into 
the country by police. A group of 
older volunteers gave them food and 
water and asked if anyone was ill. 
They boarded a train to the Serbian 
border where again, they crossed 
over on foot to join an awaiting 
bus to Belgrade (fare €150). Once 
in the Serbian capital, they were 
questioned by the police before they 
were put on a bus to Croatia by UN 
staff—the first time they didn’t have 
to pay for transport! Arriving in 
Croatia they were accompanied to a 
refugee camp where they were given 
tea and bananas (of all the many 
things I have learned over the past 
month, I will at this point share two: 
(a)opening your home to strangers 
can be a life-enriching experience 
where you stand to benefit as 
much if not more than your guests, 
and (b)Syrians love bananas).

The next leg of their journey took 
them on a train bound for Hungary, 
where in an established routine, they 

walked over the border—this time 
in the pouring rain—accompanied 
by the police. A nine-hour train ride 
brought them to the Austrian border 
town of Nickelsdorf. From there, 
they were sent to the Westbahnhof 
where they remained for three 
days at a nearby refugee reception 
centre. Those—and there were 
many—who opted to travel on to 
Germany, were allowed to do so. 
Our two boys looked at the Austrian 
sunshine and decided they liked the 
weather here! They were advised 
by Caritas representatives of the 
official procedure to follow: identify 
yourself to a policeman and say you 
are seeking asylum in Austria. They 
were then taken to Traiskirchen, 
fingerprinted, registered and ask to 
surrender their Syrian passports. 
Omar underwent a stringent body 
search, but Mammoud was spared. 
In Traiskirchen they were separated, 
since minors are looked after in a 
different building. After a few days 
they were among a lucky few to 
receive white refugee passes that 
entitled them to leave the camp. I 
assume their knowledge of English 
and friendly attitude helped.  

My first job was to register my new 
“grandsons” at our address; we then 
spent an hour or two in C&A buying 
basic clothing, although friends 
and acquaintances have generously 
offered some outer clothing. I then set 
about finding a school for Mahmoud 
and was given an appointment by 
the director of the Theodor Kramer 
Schule in Vienna’s 22nd district. 
She was very welcoming and not 
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only gave us a personal tour of the 
school but introduced Mahmoud to 
his new home-room teacher who 
in turn introduced him to English-
speaking classmates. He would be 
joining a bilingual class the following 
day. The afternoon was spent in a 
whirlwind shopping expedition in 
the Donauzentrum purchasing items 
ranging from a watch (a red Swatch 
was his choice), to a school rucksack 
and everything to go in it. Needless 
to say, I was unaware of some crucial 
items, but we have since managed 
to fill the gaps with the help of the 
school and our local branch of Libro. 

The parents of Mahmoud’s class-
mates have been wonderful. After his 
first day at school, there was a long 
weekend during which he was invited 
to a new friend’s house to play table-
tennis (a first for him) and to go 
cycling with another friend. He has 
since been to Oberlaa (he can’t swim 
well but enjoyed the slides), bowling, 
played badminton and goes every 
Saturday to football practice. Omar is 
attending German lessons offered by 
volunteers in Gross Enzersdorf and 
is working alongside our daughter, 
Natascha, at refugee camps. He 
has proved invaluable interpreting 
between Austrian helpers and 
Arabic-speaking refugees.

Although they are Muslim (and I 
no longer stock ham in our fridge), 
Mahmoud enjoys attending Christ 
Church with us and is most anxious 
to dress appropriately. He found a 
tie in one of the bags of clothes we 
were given and asked for a suit—one 

of his few requests to me. I bought 
one from Marks and Sparks’ school 
uniform range and he was proud to 
wear it on Remembrance Sunday and 
afterwards at the reception held at 
the British Ambassador’s residence. 

The boys keep in touch with their 
family back in Lebanon and Syria 
via WhatsApp. I have heard several 
people criticise what they perceive 
as refugees’ obsession with smart 
phones but they fail to understand 
that phones are a lifeline. They 
enable them to inform their families 
that they are safe, they communicate 
with others along the route to learn 
what parts of Europe to avoid, and 
for those who do not speak any 
language other than Arabic, online 
dictionaries and Google Translate 
are the only way to make themselves 
understood. No wonder they rush to 
recharge their phone batteries before  
attending to their own physical ones.

My life has changed in so many 
ways. While my early morning brain 
boost was usually provided by The 
Times’ crossword, now I find myself 
giving a German dictation at six in 
the morning and preparing a lunch-
box. Our weekly shopping basket 
includes a crate of fruit juice and 
five kilos of bananas. I have to buy 
white bread (much preferred to the 
wholemeal multi-grain bread held 
in high regard by our other visitors). 
I am hopeful that one day I’ll win 
the battle over which hand is meant 
to hold a fork at dinner, but in the 
scheme of things, it won’t be our 
most important victory ...  
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A Christmas Dialogue

Father Christmas: Merry Christmas, 
son, and what presents are you 
hoping for this year?

Little boy: Actually, Santa, I’d like 
you to answer a question for me.

FC: Well, that makes a change. 
Usually children come to me with a 
detailed list of requirements. What is 
it you want to know?

LB: My big brother Michael says 
grown-ups don’t believe in Father 
Christmas so you don’t really exist. 
Is that true?

FC: Mmm ... how can I put it without 
getting into trouble with your 
parents? There are many things that 
adults have learned in the course of 
their lives that children do not yet 
know. At the same time there are 
some things that children know that 
their parents have long forgotten. 

The important thing about what we 
believe—you can also call it faith—
is that it doesn’t really matter what 
other people believe. It’s what’s in 
our own hearts that is important.

LB: Why do we receive presents at 
Christmas?

FC: Actually, Christmas is all about 
giving not receiving. When you’re a 
little older you’ll find out that what 
makes you really happy is to make 
someone else happy. But going back 
to your question: many years ago 
when I was Bishop of Myrna, I was 
fortunate enough to be able to help 
people who had less than I. There 
was a poor man with three daughters 
and no money. I didn’t want to insult 
him by giving him money directly, 
so I decided to throw three bags 
of gold through the window of his 
cottage for each of his daughters. 
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The bags happened to land in front 
of the fireplace, so I suppose he 
thought someone had come down 
the chimney with the gifts. This story 
spread and centuries later children 
are still finding packages in front of 
the fireplace, or under their Christmas 
tree. My intention certainly wasn’t to 
achieve lasting fame, but that seems 
to be what happened.

LB: My neighbours Lucas and Florian 
say it’s Baby Jesus who brings their 
Christmas presents. Which is true?

FC: That’s easy! Both are true ... 
You’ll recall that when the Christ 
Child was born, the first instinct of 
the shepherds who came to visit him 
in the stable in Bethlehem was to 
bring gifts. Some time later, the Magi 
arrived with more gifts. In the course 
of his life, Jesus gave—and continues 
to give—far more valuable gifts that 
he ever received. I’m not talking 
about Play Stations or Star Wars 
games, of course, but all the other 
wonderful things that happen to us. 
At Christmas and indeed throughout 
the year, the countless “gifts” we 
receive, come from God, whether or 
not He is working through the Christ 
Child or his humble servant, yours 
truly.

LB: I’ve seen on TV lots of people 
who don’t seem very happy at the 
moment. Not far from our home is a 
hall where children and their parents 
sleep together in one big room. Some 
of them only have flip-flops so they 
can’t go outside. Why doesn’t Baby 
Jesus give them warm shoes, a 

comfortable bed and their own room?

FC: First things first! Many of them 
saw their homes destroyed and had 
to leave their countries, yet God led 
them to safety. The journey—like the 
journey of Mary and Joseph so many 
years ago—was hard and tragically 
not everyone was able to make it. 
Some of them may not have received 
their warm shoes yet, but they will! 
Funnily enough, the presence of 
frightened, homeless people among 
us has opened the hearts of so many 
and offered them the “gift of giving”.

LB: I only get EUR2 a week pocket 
money, when my parents remember, 
so I don’t have the “gift of giving”.

FC: Ah, but you do. You can collect 
shoes and clothes from your 
neighbours or better still, you can go 
with your parents to visit and play 
with the children. What they need 
as much as anything is to feel that 
they are not alone and that others 
care about them. You can share 
some of your toys with them, teach 
them a few songs, even if you don’t 
speak the same language. Countless 
families throughout Austria have 
invited refugees to share their home 
with them; others are teaching them 
German or inviting them to a meal or 
simply spending time with them.

LB: Thank you, Santa. I’ll think 
carefully how to use my “gift of 
giving”. Er, by the way, if you happen 
to have a spare Disney Infinity 3.0 on 
your sleigh ...

... or the Gift of Giving
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forces, etc. that have incredibly 
precise values, without which our 
kind of universe could not have 
formed. Stephen Hawking has 
conceded that “Our universe and its 
laws appear to have a design that 
both is tailor-made to support us 
and, if we are to exist, leaves little 
room for alteration.” One example: 
If gravity had been stronger or 
weaker by 1 part in 10 to the 40th 
power, stars like the sun could not 
exist. Ten to the 40th power is like 
shooting a bullet across space to a 
target in another star’s solar system 
and hitting a bullseye.

Now, the Cosmological Constant 
doesn’t prove that God intended to 
create our universe the way it is, but 
it is an overwhelmingly important 
concept very compatible with such 
a belief. This has become a big 
problem for the many scientists who 
cling to the doctrine of “scientism,” 
the belief that science is the only 
path to knowledge and our universe 
simply exists---without the need 
to let ourselves be influenced by 
anything pointing to possible 
intention or purpose.

This is where the Multiverse 
(“multiple universe”) Theory---
complete with dense mathematical 
modeling of how it could work-
--comes in. If there is a vast 
number---perhaps an infinity--
-of other universes, then ours is 
not troublingly unique. Billions 
of such universes will be nothing 
more than formless void, and we 

are simply the lucky winners of a 
cosmic lottery. But of course there 
can never be any hard scientific 
evidence for any such thing. It’s a 
metaphysical assumption by people 
like Hawking (who, by the way, says 
he doesn’t believe in metaphysics). 
However, Roger Penrose, Hawking’s 
fellow atheist and close scientific 
collaborator, has said, “It’s an 
excuse for not having a good 
theory.” 

For believers in God, the possibility 
of multiple universes is not really a 
problem; God can create whatever 
he chooses to create. Conversely, 
however, the implications of the 
Cosmological Constant will remain 
hard to digest for the open-minded 
non-believer whose concept 
of “proof” involves more than 
untestable speculation drawn from 
creative mathematical modeling. 

The Bottom Line:  Science will 
never “prove” that the universe 
was created by God.  It’s not what 
science is about. That said, however, 
the traditional Judeo-Christian 
understanding of the meaning of 
creation fits comfortably with our 
knowledge of the awe-inspiring 
singularity of how our universe 
came into being from nothing and 
the improbable but true odds by 
which the universe took shape 
in a way that permits life. What 
we can know by the means of 
science should make us secure in 
our belief that the universe came 
into existence because an all-

Cosmology in Crisis, continued from p22
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powerful, all-knowing God willed 
it to be. God the Creator made a 
universe capable of sustaining life 
in it and God has never ceased to be 
engaged with our world. Nothing in 
science disproves this belief. More 
to the point, scientific findings like 
the Big Bang and the Cosmological 
Constant reinforce our appreciation 
of how wonderful, mysterious and 
unique our world is. 

Looking at it all strictly from the 
perspective of science alone, Oxford 
astrophysicist Frank Close gives us 
perhaps a suitable final thought: “If 
multiple universes have erupted as 
quantum fluctuations, such that our 

bubble happens to have won the 
lottery where the laws, dimensions 
and forces are just right for us to 
have evolved, this still begs the 
question of who, what, where were 
encoded the quantum rules that 
enable all this….Everything may 
be a quantum fluctuation out of 
nothing. …But if this is so, I am still 
confronted with the enigma of what 
encoded the quantum possibility 
into the void.”

Mr. Close’s enigma can only be 
answered by a faith that in no way 
contradicts scientific truth but, 
rather, deepens it with metaphysical 
wisdom. 

During the recent Archdeaconry 
synod which was held in 

Zagreb Janet Berkovič was licensed 
by Bishop Robert as a Reader. 
She is licensed to serve under the 
direction of our Chaplain, who has 
been supervising her work and the 
congregation since we restarted 
services in 2000. Janet is and has 
been a leading member of the 
congregation Zagreb for the last ten 
years. The congregation has grown 
over the years and recently moved 
locations. They meet twice a month 
for Sunday services.

Newly-appointed Reader 
in Zagreb: Janet Berkovič
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Remembrance 
Sunday 2015

Let us remember before 
God and commend to his 
sure keeping those who 

have died for their country 
in war; those whom we 

knew, and whose memory 
we treasure; and all who 
have lived and died in the 
service of mankind. They 
shall not grow old as we 

that are left grow old: age 
shall not weary them, nor 
the years condemn. At the 
going down of the sun and 

in the morning we will 
remember them.
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In and Around Christ Church

Revd. Mike Waltner led 
a memorial service to 

commemorate the five British 
servicemen who died on the night 
of 4/5 October 1944 when their 
RAF Wellington bomber plane was 
shot down. In 2003, a memorial 
erected near  the dam in Cunovo 
became the first burial site of British 
soldiers in Slovakia. Attending the 
event were the British Ambassador 
and senior representatives of the 
Slovakian Government as well as 

Remembrance Day in Bratislava

First Communion at Christ Church

military personnel. Among the 
participants were Slovak, British 
and other nationals. A reception 
followed in a nearby restaurant. 

First Communion at Christ 
Church on 11 October was 

once again a joyous occasion 
as four young members of the 
congregation—Ekene, Elena, Emily 
and Vanessa—were admitted to 
receive Holy Com  munion for the 
first time.  The entire Christ Church 
community shared in the pride of 
parents and godparents as their 
youngsters took this important step 
on the Christian journey. 
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