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The deadline for submissions for 
t h e  D e c e m b e r  2 01 5 / J a n u a r y 
2016 issue of CROSSWAYS is 15 
July. Please send contributions to 
be considered for publication to: 
office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at, or phone the Editor 
on 0650/4747473.

Many people, and not just the older generation, 
lament the ubiquity of mobile phones and the 

way they seem to rule the lives of their owners, rath-
er than the other way around. Yet anyone who has 
worked with the refugees who are arriving in Austria 
in droves will tell you that a phone and an Internet 
connection are more immediate concerns than food, 
clothes or shelter, particularly in the case of those 
travelling without their families. Mobile phones are for 
those escaping the horrors of war not just a life-line to 
their loved ones but a life-saver, helping many navi-
gate their way through perilous terrain. 

Half an hour ago—and having written the above 
paragraph—I was coming home from my walk in the 
Lobau with the dogs and met a man on a bike who 
appeared to be lost. He only spoke Arabic and with 
my very limited knowledge of that language, I asked 
him if I could help. The road he was looking for was 
about 6 km away and I decided to take him home and 
print out the directions from Google Maps. Ahmed told 
me he was from Aleppo and like so many others, had 
made the treacherous journey from Syria via land and 
sea, ending up in Traiskirchen. His wife and son were 
still in Turkey. Over coffee he hesitatingly asked me if I 
happened to have an old mobile phone since his didn’t 
work any more. I promised to look one out for him that 
he could pick up tomorrow. He sorely missed his fami-
ly and was desperate to speak to them via What’s App. 
More of his fate I was unable to learn because of my 
poor Arabic, however the hour I spent with him lent 
fuel to my argument that what refugees need above all 
is a link to their families, whether at home in Syria or 
in limbo in another country.

So many people in Austria, whether they know it or 
not, are following the words of Christ in Matthew 25: 

I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was 
sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came 
to visit me ... Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one 
of the least of these, you did not do for me.
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As I write, refugees are 
massing on the borders 

to Serbia and the first refugees 
have reached Croatia after the 
Hungarians secured their bor-
der. Here in Austria we have 
been humbled by the wave of 
empathy that has been afford-
ed to the refugees in the first 
two weeks. A number of Aus-
trians have been pleasantly 
surprised. How long the acts 

of generosity will continue and the 
mood hold is uncertain. 

As Christians we know that soon 
after Moses crossed the Red Sea 
with a migrant people they turned 
on him saying, “Why did you bring 
us this far? We should have stayed 
in Egypt.” When the situation gets 
tough, people murmur sowing 
seeds of dissatisfaction and unrest. 
Whatever situation and crisis we 

face there is often an emotional re-
sponse, which can be very impres-
sive but can fail to consider the con-
sequences or have a long term view. 
At this time with refugees passing 
through Austria and others seeking 
asylum it is clear that there is a hu-
manitarian need and we must not 
walk on the other side, but there is 
also a larger geo-political question 
or questions. 

Some are already talking about 
the end of the European Union, 
if the Union fails to respond well. 
And here is one of the problems. 
To respond well will mean differ-
ent things to different peoples. In 
all of this we need to keep close to 
the Gospel, the story that has been 
entrusted to us and by which we 
are guided by giving special atten-
tion to the teaching and example of 
Jesus. These can and ought to be an 
anchor in our lives. Guided by them 
we are to make decisions as well as 
have a realistic assessment of our-
selves; and by them we are judged.

In September I had the good for-
tune of being invited to attend a 
book launch in the Wien Museum. 
The book being launched was in-
spired by the founder of VinziRast, 
Cecily Corti, who was married to 
Alex Corti (d. 1993) the film direc-
tor. VinziRast began in 2004 as a 
night shelter for homeless people. 
VinziRast means Vincent’s resting 
place. In the book Corti describes 
how VinziRast came into being. It 
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began from a deep-seated feeling of 
powerlessness (Ohnmacht). In time 
this overwhelming sense of power-
lessness was replaced by a desire 
to reach out to people in ways that 
would make a difference. 

The encounter with three Austrian 
Christians, amongst others, was to 
make a difference: Wolfgang Puch-
er, Georg Sporschill and Cardinal 
Schönborn. They enabled Corti to 
see what might be possible. They 
supported her undertaking. In time 
her vision became a reality and it 
is making a difference. One pro-
ject has students living in commu-
nity with men and women who are 
seeking to put their lives together 
after having lived on the streets. 
This project is not without risk and 
needs a great deal of accompani-
ment and care. VinziRast is an ex-
ample of how the sense of power-
lessness (Ohnmacht) has given way 
to a sense that yes, we can make a 
difference.

For me personally there is the re-
sponse that each of us must make 
to humanitarian need as it presents 
itself in the refugee crisis, as well as 
a need to think long term. Resilient 
political solutions have to be found 
and the sooner the better. Presently 
we could be tempted to give way 
to an overwhelming sense of pow-
erlessness in the face of immense 
suffering, the desperation of others 
and continual crisis, but my con-
viction as a Christian is that Jesus 

shows the way. 
He is the way. 
He is our anchor. 
In his service we 
will make a dif-
ference. Each 
and every crisis 
throws me back 
onto God. Echo-
ing some words 
of St Peter we 
can ask our-
selves, “Lord, to 
whom shall we 
go?” Do we have 
Peter’s convic-
tion? “You have 
the words of 
eternal life.”  

I am remind-
ed once again that what needs to 
change is our hearts and minds: 
the call to become more Christlike. 
There is the call of our baptism to 
turn to Christ and to invite others 
to do the same. These go hand in 
hand. They are inseparable. In the 
unforgettable words of the Psalmist, 
“Some trust in chariots, and some 
in horses: but we will remember the 
name of the LORD our God.” (Psalm 
20:7) And him we will make known. 
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Many people learn happily 
from books. For whatever 

reason, I find I learn more from 
people and places, than from the 
written word alone. At theological 
college we heard a lot about Mar-
tin Luther, but it seemed all rather 
abstract. A few months ago, I heard 
that the Ecumenical Pilgrim Group, 
which I have joined now and again 
for day trips, was planning to go to 
Germany and visit various places 
associated with Martin Luther. As 
an experienced Lutheran pastor, Dr. 
Michael Wolf was part of the group, 
it sounded interesting, and so I reg-
istered.

In September Michael, Eva, Heinz, 
Brigitte, Gitti and I, met for a short 
s e r - vice of 
prayer a n d  

blessing in the Raum der Stille at 
the Hauptbahnhof, before board-
ing the train to Halle an der Salle, 
an enchanting town in Germany, 
which I hadn’t even heard of before. 
Here we were joined by Arnhild, 
who started the group, and Gabi. 
The next day we explored the town 
centre and visited the house where 
George Frederic Handel was born. 
We saw an organ he had played, as 
well as many other musical instru-
ments and lots of old music.

Our second day was spent in 
Eisleben where Luther was born in 
1483. The house is now a museum, 
which has been furnished to give 
us an idea of what life must have 
been like in those days. We visited 
the nearby Church of St. Peter, 
where Luther was baptized the 

day after his birth. This church 
has retained its late Gothic 

appearance on the outside, but the 
interior was redone two years ago 
to emphasize Luther’s conviction of 
the importance of baptism. There is 
now a large pond of water, in which 
adults can be baptized by full 
immersion, if they wish. The whole 
effect of the interior of this church 
is light, airy and spacious, inviting 
one to sit and reflect on God’s 

immense gift to us in Baptism.

The other big church in Eisleben 
is St. Andrew’s Church, where 
Luther preached his last 
sermon. His health gave out 
as he was preaching, and 

Luther Was Here!
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he was carried to a nearby house, 
where he died. To follow these 
events, where they had taken place, 
was very moving.

Our final day was spent in Mans-
feld. Luther’s family moved here 
while Martin was still a baby, be-
cause of his father’s work. We 
were able to visit the house where 
the family lived and see the school 
where young Martin learned to read 
and write and the Latin language, 
so necessary in his day. 

Recently during construction work, 
the compost heap/rubbish dump 
beside the family house was dis-
covered and archaeologists are now 
able to tell us in great detail just 
what the Luther family ate – and it 
seems they ate well for their day.

Not far from home and school is 
the St. George’s Church, which will 
have been the church of Martin Lu-
ther’s childhood, where he was an 
altar boy and sang in the choir. It 
has very beautiful paintings on the 
gallery that runs around it, to de-
pict many scenes from the Bible, as 
most people could not read then. 
There is a lovely atmosphere of 
reverence and prayer in the ancient 
stone walls.

We spent our last night in the castle 
across the river and up a hill. It is 
now a Hostel where many church 
groups stay. Leaving the next morn-
ing three curious goats peered 
over a wall at us, as we made our 

way down to the bus stop to travel 
home. What a delightful farewell!

Now I look forward to reading some 
of what Luther actually wrote. A 
quote of his which I have always 
treasured is: “Even if I knew that 
tomorrow the world would go to 
pieces, I would still plant my apple 
tree!”

What Luther’s dining table might have 
looked like

It wasn’t all churches and history: coffee and 
cakes in the town square
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My copy of Crossways ar-
rived yesterday (20 August)—

my thanks to Miranda. I read it from 
cover to cover before the end of the 
day as I always do.

Why is it I wonder, that I have this 
eagerness to plunge into friendly 
Vienna memories? It must be be-
cause Crossways is a happy and 
familiar bridge between my home 
in Ireland and my career life in Vi-
enna. By that I mean the people and 
places over a span of more than 50 
years. Christ Church remains to this 
day an active part of my life's pil-
grimage.

Christ Church first entered my life  
following the devastation due to 
the early and unexpected death of 
my husband in 1983. I can vividly 
recall standing in the Vienna Inter-
national Centre, waiting for the lift. 
Nick Witter, at that time chief in-
terpreter at the IAEA and a valued 
colleague, said with gentle percep-
tiveness: "Why don't you come to 
Christ Church on Sunday?”

A good few years later, when 
the time came for my retirement 
(1990/91), I finished my already 
committed two-year stint as di-
rector of the Befrienders in Vienna 
(known as Samaritans in the British 
Isles) and set off for home. Home is 
in the centre of Ireland and within 
a farming community where I was  
faced at that time with a dilapi-
dated house and a family farm in 

dire need of rescue. In parting, my 
friends in the then Vienna Prayer 
Ministry team, encouraged me to 
join a prayer group at home. I failed 
to find one so I ended up being in-
volved in the creation of a prayer 
and reconciliation ministry, which 
focused on the stress and distress 
between the two main churches in 
Ireland (Church of Ireland and the 
Roman Catholic Church) at a time 
when violent sectarianism was rife 
in Northern Ireland coupled with 
elements of fear, ignorance and dis-
trust among those same churches 
in the South. Our group, named 
Oak House, continued actively for 
nearly 20 years.

Now that I am well into my eighties 
I have declared that Oak House is 
closed down. Not quite, however, as 

A Pilgrim’s Journey
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we have invited friends to a mini re-
union on 12 September of this year! 
It amazes me and fills me with joy 
that Christ Church sends us out and 
stretches its ministry so widely over 
the British Isles and beyond ... 

Since the year of my retirement I 
have been blessed in being able to 
return to Vienna each year without 
a gap. For many years it was for 
a Christmas gathering of ‘ex-pat’ 
friends in Geras in the Waldvier-
tel, and in more recent years in the 
springtime, with the joy of joining 
the Annual Retreat.

Another heartfelt blessing has been 
visits from Vienna friends to Ire-
land. Early on there was a visit from 

Min and Jeremy Peake, followed by 
Nick and Tania, Sally and Andrew, 
Irene Montjoye, our own Archdea-
con and family, as well as other 
cherished friends. There was a time 
when my home parish caused me 
a considerable degree of anguish. 
Christ Church Vienna then became 
my rod and staff and has continues 
to be my spiritual home.

Returning to Crossways no. 85, 
I remember well our Hungarian 
friend Frank and am glad to know 
that he still has friends at Christ 
Church, as I have also. This is my 
tribute and my way of saying thank 
you for the love and kindness and 
for the happy memories.

On 13 September 2015, Henry Frederick Paul Schenk

On 20 September 2015, Laurence Polak-Evans

On 29 May 2015 Peter Evans and Alexandra Lapin

On 4 July 2015 Katharina Sellner and Simon Summers

From the Church Registers
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Stories appear in the news almost 
every day to remind us that we 

live in a violent and seemingly piti-
less world of endless conflict. Ty-
rants abound and their realms are 
places of dark manoeuvrings and 
unscrupulous “Machiavellian” be-
haviour, meaning conduct that plac-
es political expediency above moral-
ity and the use of force and deceit to 
maintain political power. 

Nicolo Machiavelli, from whom we 
derive the adjective Machiavellian, 
might feel flattered that his principles 
about political conduct are as fresh 
today as when he wrote his master-
work, The Prince, in 1513. Machiavel-
li, a fervent Italian patriot, lived at a 
time at least as turbulent as our own. 
Northern Italy and his beloved home 
city of Florence were ravaged by un-
ending conflict between rival city 
states, within cities where factions 
vied for power, and between the ar-
mies of France, Spain, Germany and 
the popes of the time in ever-shifting 
alliances. A pope bent on temporal 
power even allied the Papacy once 
with rampaging Ottoman Turks as a 
counterweight to the French. 

Machiavelli wrote The Prince in exile, 
having been a Florentine diplomat 

and minor politician until his luck at 
the deadly game of political musi-
cal chairs in Florence ran out. Tied 
to the notorious Borgia clan, he was 
arrested, imprisoned, tortured and 
then exiled when the equally notori-
ous Medicis came to power in Flor-
ence. 

To try to rehabilitate his standing and 
return from exile, he wrote The Prince 
as a handbook of practical advice to 
ingratiate himself with the new head 
of the Medici clan, Lorenzo Medici, 
a 21-year-old who died at the age 
of 27 without having lifted his ban-
ishment. Machiavelli had hoped to 
impress the young prince with his 
brilliant understanding of statecraft 
and gain restoration in his employ. 
Machiavelli died in 1527 in impover-
ished and embittered exile.

After Machiavelli’s death, others 
arranged for the publication of his 
book. When the Roman Catholic 
Church, reacting to the Reforma-
tion that Martin Luther had begun 

Machiavelli and Human Nature

On 25 August, Christ Church’s resi-
dent historian, Mike Stevens, gave a 
fascinating talk on Nicolo Machiavelli 
and his major work The Prince. Many 
people were still on holiday at that 
time, so in order for them to benefit 
from his research, Mike kindly agreed 
to write up his talk for Crossways.
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in 1517, began to cleanse itself of 
its worst abuses, it condemned The 
Prince and placed it on its new In-
dex of Forbidden Books, where it re-
mained for centuries. Condemned or 
not, The Prince was widely read and 
the ideas in it have been debated up 
to modern times. 

Here are just a few of the most strik-
ing thoughts found in The Prince:

Men and Beasts   
“To have as teacher a half-beast, 
half-man means nothing other than 

that a prince needs to know how to 
use both natures; and the one with-
out the other is not lasting … Not 
depart from good when possible but 
know how to enter into evil, when 
forced by necessity.”

Appearance and Reality   
“… Appear all mercy, all faith, all 
honesty, all religion. And nothing is 
more necessary than to appear to 
have this last qualit … Everyone sees 
how you appear; few touch what you 
are.”

Doing Good   
“For a man who wants to make a 
profession of doing good in all re-
gards must come to ruin among so 
many who are not good. Hence it is 
necessary to a prince…to learn to be 
able not to be good, and to use this 
and not use it according to neces-
sity.”

Ends and Means   
“So let a prince win and maintain 
his state: The means will always 
be judged honourable, and will be 
praised by everyone ... In the actions 
of all men…one looks to the end.”

Fear and Love   
“It is much safer to be feared than 
loved … for love is held by a chain of 
obligation which, because men are 
wicked, is broken at every opportu-
nity for their own advantage, but fear 
is held by a dread of punishment that 
never forsakes you.”

Cruelties Well Used   
“Those that can be called well used 

Machiavelli and Human Nature

The first manuscript of The Prince arrived in 
England almost 100 years before its publication 
in English in 1640.

è
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(if it is permissible to speak well 
of evil) are done at a stroke, out of 
the necessity to secure oneself, and 
then are not persisted in … In tak-
ing hold of a state, he who seizes it 
should review all the offenses neces-
sary for him to commit, and do them 
all at a stroke, so as not to have to 
renew them every day….For injuries 
must be done all together so that, be-
ing tasted less, they offend less; and 
benefits should be done little by little 
so that they may be tasted better.”

Pursuit of Glory   
“God does not want to do everything, 
so as not to take free will from us and 
that part of glory that falls to us.”

What is a Christian to make of all 
this? First, the honourable political 
careers of many leaders whom we 
esteem show a different pathway to 
power used to bring about good and 
to leave an enduring influence on 
posterity. One thinks of the achieve-
ments of the anti-slavery crusader 
William Wilberforce, the magnanim-
ity of Abraham Lincoln in the midst 
of terrible carnage, the unwaver-
ing leadership of Winston Churchill 
against totalitarian evils of the 20th 
century, the courage of Queen Eliza-
beth I in defending Reformation Eng-
land against the power of Spain, and 
many more examples.  If one seeks 
legacy rather than transient glory, 
doing good still looks like the right 
bet to make. Monuments to tyrants 
tend to come down with a crash; the 
bigger the tyrant (e.g., Hitler, Stalin), 
the bigger the crash, though there’s 
no disputing the pain and devasta-

tion that they inflict on humanity 
while they ride high.

Second, there’s a problem with 
Machiavelli’s understanding of the 
dynamic of how human beings act. 
He seems to think that turning evil 
on and off is as easy as turning the 
spigot on a water faucet. He displays 
the peculiar naiveté of the cynic. Ex-
perience in real life and the repeated 
testimony of Scripture both point to 
a more realistic grasp of human na-
ture: Evil deeds consume their doer. 
The tyrant relies upon them not as 
exceptional measures but with ever 
greater frequency and intensity to 
uphold an ever more unjust rule. 

Some tyrants are lucky enough to die 
peacefully in their sleep but many 
more come to a violent end and few 
succeed in enshrining themselves in 
any enduring glory. The ultimate dis-
sipation of both Borgia and Medici 
dynasties in Machiavelli’s Florence 
bears witness to the futility of wield-
ing power without principle. I think 
that our task as Christians is to prove 
Machiavelli wrong. With humil-
ity and awareness that there are no 
perfect solutions in politics, war and 
peace, we must, each of us in our 
own best judgment, seek to wear “the 
whole armour of God,” in the words 
of St. Paul, and struggle with God’s 
grace to bring moral order out of the 
destructive chaos that immoral rulers 
inflict upon the nations. Only by do-
ing so can we assure that Machiavelli 
does not have the final word about 
how our world must be. 

è
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3 NOVEMBER: A Rule of Life, introduction, benefits and components  
The Chaplain will give an introductory session on why a Christian might like 
to consider adopting a Rule of Life. What are some of the components that 
one can consider so that one can deepen one’s Christian life in a disciplined 
way. Rules of Life (regula) have a long history in the life of the Church. What 
are the spiritual benefits? What are some of the components: regular prayer, 
retreat, quiet days, pilgrimage… This session should be a good introduction 
to Frank Sauer’s session on being a Tertiary Franciscan, which will be about 
having a Rule of Life in a Community with others – moving us from theory 
to practice.

17 NOVEMBER: A Layman’s Look at the Cosmos  
Mike Stevens brushes up lightly against the state of modern cosmology as an 
interested non-scientist and how its findings challenge us in making sense of 
our world. Like a half-completed jigsaw puzzle, the picture cosmology gives 
us is both partial and intriguing. Moreover, beliefs in contemporary society 
about purpose and destiny in human affairs are powerfully influenced by 
what scientists and philosophers of science think that science can reveal 
– and what its natural limitations as a method of acquiring knowledge are. 
Overall, mystery, awe, some answers and even more questions are what the 
study of our universe gives us today.

24 NOVEMBER: Healing of memories: apartheid and the story thereafter 
Father Michael Lapsley, an Anglican priest and former social justice activist 
in South Africa and Lesotho, has been invited by Herder Vienna bookshop 
to speak about his life during the struggle against apartheid and the work 
that grew out of that period. According to Wikipedia, he became Chaplain 
of the Trauma Centre for Victims of Violence and Torture in Cape Town in 
1993, which assisted the country’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 
This work led to the establishment, in 1998, of the Institute for Healing of 
Memories in Cape Town. The lecture will be held on Tuesday 24 November in 
the Thomassaal, Dominkanerkonvent, Postgasse 4 at 19.00. Admission € 7.

1 DECEMBER: On being an Anglican Franciscan tertiary  
Frank Sauer, a professed member of the Third Order of the Society of Saint 
Francis will talk about life as a tertiary. The Dean of Chelmsford cathedral 
said “Franciscans are connected to the wildness of God”. Following Jesus as 
God’s fools and jesters like Saint Francis and Saint Clare did, with humility 
love and joy, is an experience of the wild side of God. This kind of discipleship 
is challenging, exciting and is a very individual journey within a community 
of brothers and sisters. The special vocation of members of the Third Fran-
ciscan Order is “while following the ordinary professions of life, feel called to 
dedicate their lives under a definite discipline and vows”. 

Soundings in Winter



Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity

Twentieth Sunday after Trinity
St. Luke the Evangelist

Last Sunday after Trinity

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with Laying on of Hands
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist and admission of
 First Communion candidates
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service 

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

October 2015
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Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 
Harvest Thanksgiving

4

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Family Eucharist
18.00 Evensong
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27 28 29 30 31
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19.00 Prayer Ministry
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09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council Meeting
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10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.30 Reading Group
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

 10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice
19.00 House Concert
 at the Brewsters

St. Simon and 
St. Jude



  

Wednesday

Third Sunday before Advent
Remembrance Sunday

All Saints Day All Souls Day

Second Sunday before Advent

Christ the King
Sunday next before Advent

Advent Sunday

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist  
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Advent Carol Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Said Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
10.50 Remembrance Sunday Service
18.00 Six O’Clock service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Choral Evensong
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08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

18.00 Prayers for the  
 Departed

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.00 Holy 
 Communion in  
 Klagenfurt

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

November 2015
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Monday TuesdaySunday

St. Andrew
Long years ago, as earth lay dark and still,

Rose a loud cry upon a lonely hill,

While in the frailty of our human way,

Christ, our Redeemer, passed the self same way.Klagenfurt War Cemetery



09.30 Holy Communion
10.50 Remembrance  
 Day Service in  
 Klagenfurt 

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council Meeting
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Wednesday
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14131211
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Thursday Friday Saturday

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.00 Holy 
 Communion in  
 Klagenfurt

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

3 4 5
08.00 s’Häferl 

CHRIST CHURCH 
BAZAAR

10.30 - 16.00

Long years ago, as earth lay dark and still,

Rose a loud cry upon a lonely hill,

While in the frailty of our human way,

Christ, our Redeemer, passed the self same way.Klagenfurt War Cemetery
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E This year the Feast of St Luke (18 October) falls on a Sunday. It affords us an 
opportunity to keep it as a church community at the 10am service. During the 
service we will exercise the ministry of the laying on of hands as Jesus came 
amongst us as one who heals and entrusted the church to heal in his name. 
Tradition has it that Luke was a physician. The collect (opening prayer) to be 
said on St Luke’s Day speaks of the medicine of the gospel and Luke being a 
physician of the soul.

This initiative, launched by Alexander Rösch last year, got off to a good start. 
Volunteers serve a warm meal for ex-prisoners released back into the commu-
nity. We not only provide the manpower, we also pay for the ingredients. We 
are planning to help with the soup kitchen up to six times a year on a Saturday. 
If you are interested in helping out or want more information please speak to 
Alexander.

On Sunday, 11 October four members of Christ Church will be admitted to re-
ceive First Communion during the service. They are Emily Hall, Ekene Okonk-
wo, Elena Waltner and Vanessa Agu. Please pray for them and for their parents. 
At the recent baptisms at Christ Church we heard how parents and godparents 
committed themselves to walking with their children in faith. This is one step 
on a journey towards a mature confession of faith in word and action.

As every year at Christ Church, we will be saying prayers for the departed. This 
year the service will be held on Monday 2 November at 18.00. Please write the 
names of family members, friends, colleagues, or others known to you and for 
whom you wish to pray, on the list at the back of the church or contact the 
Church Office.

Vienna: The annual Remembrance Sunday service will be held on Sunday, 
8 November, as this is the closest Sunday to Remembrance Day, which is 11 
November. There will be a said service of Holy Communion at 10.00. The Re-
membrance Sunday Service begins at 10.50. 

Klagenfurt, Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery: A Service of Remem-
brance will be held at the Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery in Klagenfurt 
(Lilientahlstr.) on Wednesday, 11 November starting at 10.50. All in attendance 
are invited to a reception afterwards. 
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We continue to meet regularly. The next meeting is on Thursday, 1 October at 
18.30. We are reading Search Sweet Country by the Ghanaian writer Kojo Laing. 
One reviewer writes, “The intensity and density of the imagery that Laing packs 
in makes for an unusual reading experience….”

It is good to be able to report that the Prayer Ministry continues to meet regu-
larly. Our next three meetings are on the following Wednesdays: 7 October, 4 
November and 2 December at 19.00 hours. The meeting is open to people who 
are interested in joining. Please contact the Chaplain if you have specific prayer 
requests that you would like us to include in our time of prayer.

Following the success of the previous Christ Church House Concert, Gary and 
Deirdre Brewster are kindly hosting the 2015 House Concert in their lovely 
apartment on Friday, 16 October starting 19.00. A selection of musical rendi-
tions will be capped by a finger food buffet and drinks. Proceeds will support 
the work of Christ Church, with a suggested minimum donation of €18. See 
Melinda May or Christina Stevens for tickets. Seating is limited so if you want 
to come, make sure you secure your ticket in advance. We’re looking forward 
to a great evening!

If you are interested in studying the Bible with others, consider joining the 
Sunday morning Bible Study at 9.00, which is co-ordinated by Claus Vogl. The 
group meets in the Church Centre and finishes in time for the 10.00 service.  
Contact Claus for further information on 06991/1048747.

So many of our services, particularly the 10.00 on Sunday, are joyous celebra-
tions where silence is a rare commodity. On Saturday, 5 December, the Church 
will be open from 12.00 to 17.00 for an Advent Day of Prayer. This initiative, 
introduced by Lucille Curran two years ago, has enabled members of Christ 
Church to take time out from their hectic pre-Christmas activities and ponder 
the meaning of Advent or take the opportunity for quiet prayer. While largely 
unstructured, on each hour a designated person will read a prayer on a specific 
topic of relevance to the community, and invite others to share in their worship. 
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Even the best-laid plans can 
come unstuck, but it would 

have taken more than the non-
arrival of our coach and persistent 
rain-clouds to deter a joyful band 
of Christ Church pilgrims on their 
way to the birthplace of St. Martin 
of Tours. While waiting for the bus 
to arrive (an hour and a half late!), 
we enjoyed a leisurely cup of coffee 
chatting with friends at the Hotel 
Arcotel am Kaiserwasser; those who 
had skipped breakfast as a result of 
an expected early start enjoyed the 
pastries. Once on the coach, Patrick 
led us through an abridged Morn-
ing Prayer, then challenged us with 
a topical quiz that called for a solid 
knowledge of EU and Austrian poli-
tics as well as Austrian football!

We arrived at our destination, 
Szombathely a little later than in-
tended but our accommodating 
guide Csilla was waiting to board 
the bus and guide us to St. Martin’s 
church. We were met by Pater Janos 
who treated us to a detailed history 
of the church, St. Martin and Szom-
bathely. The church itself is being 
renovated, but he managed to slip 
us in through a side door to get a 
glimpse of the ninth century church 
that is being restored to its original 
colours and the museum attached 
to the church gave us a further in-
sight into the early life of St. Martin.

Csilla then took us to the cathedral 
that was built in 1797 on the site of 

Pater Janos was a mine of information about 
the history of St. Martin and SzombathelyThe Cathedral of Szombathely, the third largest 

in Hungary

Szombathely, Here We Come
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è

a Roman edifice. The group photo 
above is taken in front of the altar. 
Our tour continued through the old 
town, with Csilla sparing no ef-
fort to point out the various land-
marks. Szombathely (pronounced 
“Zombathay”) has a history dating 
back some 2,000 years. Previously 
known as Savaria, it was founded 
by the Emperor Claudius in 43 AD.  
and is the oldest town in Hungary. 
Its first settlers were Roman sol-
diers, their families and merchants 
and tradesmen. We didn’t come 
across many representatives of 
the present-day population, since 
it appears that all shops close at 
lunchtime on a Saturday. Nor did 
we see any of the refugees that 
the TV showed us flocking in their 
thousands into Hungary. The bor-

der crossing in both directions, 
contrary to expectations, was not 
just uneventful, but  simply passed 
unnoticed by most of us.

St. Martin was born in Savaria in 
316 AD to a Roman officer and fol-
lowed his father’s footsteps by join-
ing the army. He gained a reputa-
tion as a kind and generous man 
who was always ready to help those 
in need. Following a vision of Christ 
appearing before him, he was bap-
tized at the age of 18 and decided to 
leave the army to become a priest. 
He travelled widely in Europe and 
founded the Monastery of Ligugé in 
Poitiers before being elected bishop 
in Tours (at the time called Cae-
sarodunum). He was reluctant to 
assume such a lofty office and the 

The 2015 Parish Outing



22

story goes that he hid in a goose 
stall but was given away by the 
geese’s cackling (hence the Aus-
trian custom of Martinigans!). He 
managed to live a simple, ascetic 
life as a bishop and was much loved 
and respected for his kindness, hu-
mility and oratory prowess. 

In the pedestrian main square of 
Szombathely Csilla drew our at-
tention to an initially incongruous 
statue of James Joyce (until one 
read the plaque). A little further 
one was a touching reminder of the 
many Jewish lives lost during the 
Second World War, in the form of 
a child’s coat left behind on a door 
... We didn’t explain to young Vice-
ncia and Angelina the significance. 
The dwindling number of Jewish 
families remaining in Szombathely 
meant that the magnificent syna-

gogue is now used as a concert hall 
for the city’s symphony orchestra.  
Our tour continued to the Iseum 
Museum, where we could have 
happily spent an entire day admir-
ing the architectural and historical 
exhibits both inside and out. The 
museum is well known throughout 
Europe as one of the few sites of a 
temple to Isis, a cult more often as-
sociated with Egypt than Europe! 
The original temple was built in 

è
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the first century AD and dismantled 
some three centuries later. Many of 
the artefacts in the museum date 
back to the original temple, others 
are reconstructions. At the end of 
our visit we said goodbye to Csilla 
who had kindly spent the entire 
afternoon with us rather than the 
hour and a half originally agreed. 

Back at St. Martin’s, Patrick led 
us through an evening service in 
a meeting room that had been 
thoughtfully arranged for the occa-
sion. We then drove to our select-
ed restaurant, Határmenti Vigadó 
Bozsok, where we enjoyed our pre-
selected three-course meal. Obvi-
ously a favourite with Hungarian 
restaurant-goers, the atmosphere 
was lively and the food both deli-
cious and plentiful. Its location, 
high up on a hill surrounded by 
vineyards, must make it a much 
frequented tourist spot in summer. 
There were two drinks included in 
the meal, as well as coffee, and we 
could have done with another hour 
to take full advantage of everything 
on offer ...

Our driver steered us safely back to 
Vienna after a thoroughly enjoyable 
day of exploration and companion-
ship. As in the past, the annual par-
ish outing provided an opportunity 
to forge new friendships and deep-
en old ones, as well as discover and 
experience new places. We look 
forward to whatever Patrick has 
planned for us for next year! 
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Our Animal Blessing Service this 
year was more like a meeting 

of doggie "old friends". Aaron, Boko 
and Shiloh all know each other, as 
do the people and friends who bring 
them. So it was kind of a chummy 
get together, with a few woofs!  
Laura Fairburn had thoughtfully 
provided a bowl of water, in case 
any of our four-footed friends were 
thirsty, but they declined; perhaps 
because they did not choose to 
drink out of a stranger's bowl.

It always seems to me that there is 
a very special atmosphere in the 
church when animals are present, 
and although there were only three 
dogs, we were made very much 
aware of  their presence. As usual 
we said the Prayer of St. Francis 
together and sang All Things Bright 
and Beautiful, and of course, each 
pet was blessed in turn.

The time of fellowship afterwards, 
and the picture-taking session ac-
tually continued longer than the 
service itself had lasted. Such is life!

Blessing and Fellowship
by

 R
ev

d.
 A

ile
en

 H
ac

kl
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Time to Get Busy!

As all readers will know, our an-
nual Christmas Bazaar (see 

back cover) is our biggest fund-
raising event. A third of the Church’s 
income is derived from the bazaar. 
Most importantly, it is a day when 
we as a congregation work together 
to show our visitors who we are 
and what we can achieve as a com-
munity. It is a wonderful occasion, 
with an incredible atmosphere and 
visitors come from near and far. 

We seem to feed the multitudes 
from our coffee shop, restaurants 
and pub. Visitors can buy jams, 
marmalades, Christmas cakes and 
plum puddings that are delicious.  
There is a wide choice of Christmas 
crackers, thousands of books—new 
and old—records for the collectors 
and DVD’s for the rest of us. Ac-
cessories and white elephants are 
spread over numerous tables. Toys 
are to be had in abundance and Fa-
ther Christmas may just appear if 
the children are good. 

You may just find the fur coat you 
have always wanted or a tablecloth 
for Christmas. If you are a connois-
seur there is whisky to be tasted.  
With every ticket winning a prize,  
the tombola is a must and there is 
a chance in the raffle that you may 
win an iPad or return flight for two 
from Vienna to Edinburgh. In the 
Pub you and your friends can relax 
over a beer. The catch is that all of 
you must help publicise the event 
and then either help on a stall, lo-
cate raffle or tombola prizes, sell 
the tickets or help set up and clear 
up afterwards. It cannot work with-
out all of us pulling together. Please 
offer your help and get in touch 
with me on 0664/4409916. I am 
counting on you!

by Isolde Pezet



The extreme heat of early August had mel-
lowed into a pleasantly warm late sum-

mer afternoon by the time Christ Church 
parishioners met for their annual barbecue. 
John and I have been hosting the BBQ for 
several years now, and are always delighted 
to welcome friends as well as newcomers to 
the congregation. Once again, our son-in-
law stood stoically at the barbecue, cooking 
meat for some 60 guests. This year, to our 
pleasant surprise, there were several offers of 
help with the preparations on the day that we 
gratefully accepted. Belinda, Heather, Wendy, 
Jennifer, Mary and I spent a busy but com-
panionable couple of hours putting the last 
touches to salads and desserts, while during 
the BBQ itself others busied themselves with 
the washing and clearing up. Herbert was 
willingly coopted as the first barman.

The event kicked off with a short speech by 
Patrick, followed by grace, after which the 
buffet was open. A party at the Castelinos’ 

CHRIST CHURCH BARBECUE 2015



Helping the Helpers

wouldn’t be a party without a quiz, and I didn’t 
disappoint our guests this time! Everyone drew 
a coloured bottle-top from a bag and the teams 
were divided according to the colour of their 
bottle-top. There followed a few minutes of 
chaos as people tried to identify others with the 
same colour but it provided an opportunity for 
people to get to know each other. The questions 
weren’t easy (see overleaf) and several teams 
ended up with similar scores. Eventually, 
however, a winning team emerged, consisting of 
Karin, Sanj, Rosemary and 6-year old Angelina.

It was particularly gratifying to see a number 
of families with young children who kept both 
our dogs and the rest of us amused as they ran 
around playing hide-and-seek. 

There’s no denying that opening one’s home to 
some 60 guests creates a certain upheaval, but  
with so many helping hands, both John and I 
were able to relax and enjoy the afternoon. We 
look forward to seeing you next year.

CHRIST CHURCH BARBECUE 2015

Judy
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1. Where is the Parish outing headed this year?

2. Who are the three most mentioned people in the Bible, in order?

3. What colour is the cloak of St. Martin in the Church window?

4. Morning has broken is a popular hymn at primary schools in
England. Who made sure that everyone else knows the
hymn, including non-Christians?

5. Where did the word barbecue originate?

6. Which animal is mentioned most frequently in the Bible?

7. Who heard Jerusalem bells ringing (and Roman choirs singing)?

8. Who was Arthur Price Hill?

9. Which of the past five US presidents has a biblical first name?

10. How many crosses can one see on a regular Sunday at the front 
of the church?

11. How many times is the word “eternity” mentioned in the Bible? 
1,101, 1001 or 10,001 times?

12. Today, you all came to Saltenstrasse? Who or what was Salten?

13. Who wrote the popular song Hallelujah?

14. The Bible has been translated into how many languages?

15. Name the serving and previous two Archbishops of Canterbury?

16. Legend has it that there was one, single female pope? What was 
her name and how was it discovered that she wasn’t a man?

17. What saint is commemorated on 31 August?

18. Which country is home to the world’s most northerly church?

19. Which (unfinished) church is the largest Anglican/Episcopal
church in the world?

20. How many books are there in the Bible?

21. What number was the last issue of Crossways?

Just for Fun
The following quiz challenged those attending the Christ Church BBQ on 
Sunday, 23 August. Have a look how well you would have done (without 
recourse to the Internet!) then if you’re interested, look up the answers.
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Dates for your Diary
    

Oct 1 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group – Kojo Laing Search Sweet Country

Oct 3 (Sat) 09.00 Men’s breakfast meeting

Oct 4 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving

  18.00 Evensong

Oct 7 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Oct 11 (Sun) 10.00 Sung Eucharist and admission of First   
   Communion candidates

Oct 14 (Weds) 18.30 Council Meeting

Oct 16 (Fri) 19.00 House Concert at the Brewsters’

Oct 18 (Sun) 10.00 Sung Eucharist with the laying on of hands

Nov 1 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

Nov 2 (Mon) 18.00 Prayers for the departed

Nov 4 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Nov 7 (Sat) 08.00 S’Häferl 

Nov 8 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Sunday Service

Nov 11 (Weds) 10.50 Remembrance Day Service in Klagenfurt

Nov 18 (Weds) 18.30 Council Meeting 

Nov 21 (Sat)  Annual Bazaar

Nov 29 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service

Dec 2 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Dec 5 (Sat) 12.00 Advent Day of Prayer in church (until 17.00)

Dec 6 (Sun) 16.00 Christmas carol sing-along in aid of a charity

Dec 9 (Weds) 18.30 Council Meeting 

Dec 13 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist with children’s Nativity

  18.00 Service of Nine lessons and carols

Dec 24 (Thurs) 22.45 Midnight Mass

Dec 25 (Fri) 08.00 Said Eucharist

  10.00 Sung Eucharist with carols

Dec 27 (Sun) 10.00 Sung Eucharist

Dec 31 (Weds) 16.30 New Year’s Eve, Said Eucharist with carols

Jan 6 (Weds) 10.00 The Epiphany - Solemn Sung Eucharist



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




