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Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

Morkor and Helen enjoy a private joke after a 
Sunday service. One of the characteristics of 
Christ Church that appeals to newcomers and 
old-timers alike is the sense of friendship and 
community that defines our congregation. 
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Judy

Anyone who knows me well will be aware of my total 
ignorance of, and lack of interest in, the private 

lives of celebrities. This makes it all the more surpris-
ing, not least to myself, that I made a special effort to 
turn on the TV recently to see George Clooney and his 
new bride beaming radiantly at an army of cameras. 
The rest of the world news is so deeply disturbing that 
one does not know whom to place at the top of one’s 
prayer list. Both the number and reach of conflict ar-
eas around the world are growing and those who, like 
myself, have to rely on the media to gain second or 
third hand knowledge of the highly complex issues at 
stake are understandably confused. The Ebola epidemic 
in West Africa has reached alarming proportions and 
threatens not only thousands upon thousands of lives, 
but the stability of already precarious nations. Closer 
to home, the Ukraine debacle is no closer to resolution 
while the crises in Iraq and Syria have spilled over to 
involve other countries of the region and beyond. 

Many of those who have lost their lives, whether in 
West Africa to Ebola or in the war-stricken Middle East, 
were innocent volunteers whose sole purpose for be-
ing there was to help the sick or the displaced. Other 
victims of someone else’s conflict were unfortunate 
enough to have been flying in the wrong plane at the 
wrong time over the wrong country. The barbaric and 
primitive slaying of aid workers, journalists and those 
working for peace is something that, we believed, could 
only happen in a godless society. It is abhorrent that 
the perpetrators of such crimes should hide behind the 
banner of Islam. Anyone who has listened to an Islamic 
speaker at a United Nations conference or any other 
forum will know that they preface each statement with 
the words “In the name of God the Most Compassionate, 
the Most Merciful”. The treachery of those who commit 
horrific crimes in the name of Islam, or for that matter, 
those so-called Christians who continue to carry out 
widespread slaughter in various African countries, is 
a cross that the rest of us have to bear.

So while we are reeling from the news of one tragedy 
after another, I thank you, George and Amal, for shar-
ing some of your joy with the rest of us and providing 
a respite, however brief, from global gloom. 
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

The latest Planet of the Apes 
film “Dawn of the Planet of 

the Apes” (entitled Revolution 
in German) ends with chief 
ape Caesar saying, "We must 
prepare for war. They will 
never forgive us!" They are the 
humans. The background to 
the film is two communities, 
one ape and the other human, 
initially living side by side un-
knowingly after the usual Hol-

lywood apocalypse scenario. Finally 
the two communities meet. On either 
side there is suspicion, mistrust and 
fear. A few of the characters from 
either side of the divide are able to 
overcome these and seek to work 
for a solution that will allow each 
community to thrive. The ape that 
ultimately causes these well inten-
tioned efforts to unravel is so full of 
hate for the humans, having suffered 
at the hands of humans in a labora-
tory, that he takes matters into his 
own hands by using deception and 
betrayal. But the words that I return 
to are those spoken by Caesar at the 

end of the film, which are preparing 
us for the sequel to the “Dawn of 
the Planet of the Apes,”: "We must 
prepare for war. They will never 
forgive us!"

In light of the various conflicts (pres-
ently forty-three armed conflicts 
world-wide) and the threat of a 
European war in the east of Ukraine 
we may be feeling rather helpless 
as individuals. The big decisions 
will be made by others. This is true. 
Nevertheless, I do not believe that we 
should feel helpless. As Christians 
together with others of good will we 
must continue to seek, will and work 
for the common good. It will mean 
affirming much that we take for 
granted today, above all our freedom. 

I was touched to read what Stefan 
Löfven. the leader of the Swedish 
Social Democratic Party, said about 
growing up in Sweden as a foster 
child, "Wherever I went there were 
people around that not only thought 
of themselves, but also about me!" 
A leader that has experienced such 
generosity will also be able to extend 
generosity and lead by affirming that 
which is good in Sweden. A strong 
society is built up, maintained and 
developed by thousands of millions 
of little gestures (and conversations) 
every day, where citizens continu-
ously look to the good and welfare 
of others. The Christian faith can be 
summed up as being the religion that 
seeks its fulfillment in being there for 
others. Keep reaching out. Do not Fr
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tire. There is something you can do, 
where you are.

There is another aspect that I want 
to alert you to that may well make 
us feel uncomfortable and a little 
less self-righteous. Today’s armed 
conflicts may seem distant. “They 
have nothing to do with us”, we say. 
Is this true? At least so it would seem 
on the surface. There is another 
perspective. In order to develop that 
perspective some comments from 
Henri Nouwen (1932-1996) may 
help illustrate what I am seeking to 
address.

Nouwen writes, "I cannot just point 
to Dallas, Viet Nam, My Lai and 
Watergate as the explanation of 
why my life was different than I had 
foreseen, but have to search for the 
roots of these names in the centre 
of my own solitude." For Nouwen, 
solitude (as opposed to loneliness) is 
a “quiet inner centre”, a place where 
we can be present to ourselves, to 
others and to God. Nouwen goes 
on to write, "In the solitude of the 
heart we can truly listen to the pains 
of the world because there we can 
recognize them not as strange and 
unfamiliar pains, but as pains that 
are indeed our own."

On Sunday, 14 September we kept 
Holy Cross Day. We reminded 
ourselves that the cross is central 
to the life of the Church and every 
Christian. It cannot be sidestepped. 
I struggle to find the right words to 

give expression to the truth that 
the cross not only judges the 
world, but also the Church. The 
Church, which is to be a 
means of God's grace 
showing forth his mer-
cy. But the cross does 
not stop there. It judges 
us, who harbour pains 
and injuries in our heart, 
and we can either address 
them with the cross of Christ 
in hand or allow hatred, stub-
bornness and prejudice—to name a 
few of “the pains”—to grow. 

The cross of Christ reminds us 
that we must seek wholeness in 
the inner being, while learning to 
be compassionate, merciful and 
ready to forgive time and time again 
thereby showing that a different way 
is possible, despite our brokenness 
and our fallenness, and that this way 
must be with God, with the God who 
has revealed himself to us through 
the cross in Jesus Christ. The Cross 
of Christ remains offensive, a scan-
dal and as Paul wrote was then and 
is today both a stumbling block and 
a folly, which calls us to forgive and 
which is thereby a call to lose our-
selves in order to gain ourselves, as 
Jesus says.
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While All Saints Day has a slightly different connotation for different Christian 
churches, it is universally marked as a day on which to celebrate the life of saints 
known and unknown. Many saints are familiar to us through their depiction on 
stained-glass windows, through anecdotes and stories or because they have been 
designated the patron saints of various countries, professions or groups of people. The 
following pages offer a thumbnail description of 12 lesser known saints—one for each 
month of the year—whose feast days are listed in the Church of England calendar.

St. John Bosco (January 31)
John Bosco was born in 1815 and  
lost his father when he was two. 
His mother was too poor to send 
him to school but from a young 
age he knew he wanted to be a 
priest and that his destiny was 
to look after underprivileged 
children. After working on the 
land as a child, he became an ac-
complished street performer as a 
juggler, tightrope walker and con-
juror. He would follow his show 

with a simple sermon and prayers. 
In 1835, he entered the seminary 
and at the age of 26 was ordained 
as a priest. In line with his childhood 
vision, he devoted his life to helping 
the roughest of the rough among 
the slum children and founded the 
Oratory of St. Francis de Sales for the 
street children of Turin. Some of the 
boys whom he had educated decided 
in turn to help others and joined him 
in his work with abandoned boys. By 
the time John Bosco died in 1888, over 
120,000 children were being cared 
for and trained in various countries 
by the Order of St. Francis de Sales.

St. Brigid of Kildare (1 February)
Brigid lived in fifth century Ireland. 
Some biographers say she was born 

For All the Saints
by
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St. John Bosco

into slavery but all accounts agree 
that, at an early age, she dedicated 
her life to God. Rejecting a trail of 
suitors, she founded the Sisters of 
Mercy convent in Cill-Dara (Kildare) 
with seven other nuns. The convent 
became a centre of learning. St. Brigid 
founded an art school that became 
famous throughout Europe through 
the numerous manuscripts with fine 
illuminations produced by her school. 
The Book of Kildare was purported 
to be the most magnificent of all Irish 
manuscripts before it disappeared at 
the time of the Reformation. Many 
miracles were ascribed to St. Brigid 
throughout her life, starting from her 
childhood and her love of nature and 
wildlife.  

St. Cuthbert (20 March)
Cuthbert was a shepherd-boy, 
growing up in the seventh century 
in the valley of the River Tweed, 
between England and Scotland. An 
active child, he suffered a leg injury 
that threatened to make him a cripple. 
His prayers for healing were answered 
and he made a full recovery. Tending 
his sheep one night, he saw a band 
of angels bearing someone in their 
arms as they flew up into the sky. 
He later learned that St. Aidan of 
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Lindesfarne had died and interpreted 
his vision as God’s wish for him to 
follow in St. Aidan’s footsteps. He 
decided to become a monk, although 
his dearest wish was to lead the life 
of a hermit. After 12 years as prior of 
Lindisfarne, his wish was fulfilled. He 
made his home on a small, somewhat 
inhospitable island where he set 
about planting crops and building a 
house for visitors seeking his advice. 
One day, the king arrived on the 
island with his entourage and begged 
Cuthbert to return to Lindisfarne as 
bishop and fill the place of St. Aidan. 
Recalling his vision so many years 
ago on the hillside, Cuthbert accepted 
what he recognized as God’s will. 

St Catherine of Siena (29 April)
The youngest in a large family, Cath-
erine saw a vision of Christ, St. Peter 
and St. Paul when she was only six. 
From that time, she pledged her life 
to Christ, defying her father by stead-
fastly refusing to marry. Relegated 
by her family to work as a servant, 
she lived devoutly until her father 
relented and she became a nun, first 
continuing to live at home, then join-
ing the convent of St. Dominic. She 
was greatly loved and respected by 
all as a brilliant theologian. She was 
asked by the city of Florence to travel 
to Avignon in France to try to make 
peace with the Pope. Not only was 
she successful, but she convinced 
the Pope to return to the traditional 
seat of the papacy in Rome. Her fame 
increased and she had to employ sev-
eral young noblemen as secretaries to 
deal with her prolific correspondence. 

Her abiding faith was rewarded when 
one day towards the end of her life, 
she received the sign of the stigmata 
while kneeling before an altar. 

St. Helena (21 May)
Saint Helena was the mother of 
Constantine the Great. In the year 
326, during her travels to Palestine, 
she is purported to have found the 
cross on which Christ was crucified 
(parts of which she brought back to 
Rome) bestowing on her the attribute 
of saint of all discoveries. Known for 
her piety, she was commissioned by 
her son to locate Christian relics and 
restore or reinstate Christian sites 
that had been destroyed by Emperor 
Hadrian. Her palace in Jerusalem was 
later converted into the Basilica of the 
Holy Cross. 

St. Alban (22 June)
St. Alban was an early convert to 
Christianity who lived in Roman Brit-
ain during the third or fourth century. 
He is widely considered to be the first 
British Christian martyr. It is believed 
that on his way to his execution for 
refusing to denounce Christianity, 
the execution party had to cross 
a bridge over a swollen river. A 
crowd of curious villagers blocked 
their progress and St. Alban, who 
was ready to meet his maker, 
raised his eyes to heaven and 
the river dried up allowing them 
to pass, whereupon the execu-
tioner laid down his sword. Alban 
climbed the hill to the allotted 
place of execution and prayed to 
God for water. A spring appeared 

è St. Cuthbert
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miraculously at his feet and a few 
minutes later both he and the Ro-
man soldier who had refused to kill 
him were decapitated on the spot on 

which St. Alban’s Cathedral 
now stands.

St. Swithun (15 July)
Born around 852, St. Swithun 
was tutor to Ethelwulf, son 
of Egbert, King of England. 
When Ethelwulf grew up he 
appointed Swithun as Bishop 
of Winchester, then capital 
of England, and asked him 
to tutor his own son, the 
future King Alfred the Great. 
Swithun was a humble man 
despite his high rank, who 

travelled the country on foot and loved 
most to be among ordinary people. 
On his death, he wished to be buried 

outside the cathedral where 
people could walk over his 
grave. Complying with his 
wishes, the monks decided 
to move his body shortly 
after his burial to a more 
appropriate shrine inside 
the cathedral. When the 
time came, torrential rain 
prevented the excavation of 
the body and continued for 
many days until the monks 
took this as a sign that his 
wishes should be respected. 

St. Bernard (20 August)
Bernard was born in 1090 into a noble 
family in Burgundy, France, but when 
his father died in the Crusades and his 
mother of illness, he decided to be-

come a monk. Together with a group 
of his brothers, other relatives and 
friends, he joined a dwindling order of 
Cistercians, bringing fresh life to the 
monastery. After two years, Bernard 
and his companions were charged 
by the abbot with building a new 
monastery in a remote place known 
as the Valley of Bitterness. Starting 
from scratch they built a new house 
and renamed the place Valley of Light, 
or Clairvaux, and Bernard was known 
from then on as Bernard of Clairvaux. 
As more and more monks joined Ber-
nard, the monastery achieved wide-
spread fame and the Pope paid a visit. 
Bernard himself became the friend of 
kings and  bishops but he never veered 
from his humble, monastic lifestyle. 
He was an inspiring preacher and 
prolific writer. One of his hymns Jesus, 
the very thought of Thee with sweetness 
fills my breath is still sung today in 
churches all over the world. 

St. Vincent de Paul (27 September)
Vincent was born in 1576 in the vil-
lage of Pouy in south-west France to 
a farmer whose high ambitions for 
his son included the priesthood and a 
university education in Spain. On the 
ship travelling back to France, Vincent 
was captured by pirates and taken to 
Tunis where he was sold as a slave. 
He converted his French master from 
Islam to Christianity and the two fled 
to Europe. Vincent was then engaged 
as a tutor by the man responsible for 
the king’s galleys. He became chap-
lain of the galleys and used his posi-
tion to improve the lot of the galley 
slaves. He was quickly accepted by 

St. Bernard of Clairvaux

St.Swithun

è
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them when he took the place in the 
galley of a sick slave. Vincent was able 
to engage the rich in his charity work 
for the destitute, especially children, 
who donated both funds and service. 
Indeed, many wealthy women aban-
doned pampered lifestyles to help the 
poor, forming Vincent de Paul’s Sisters 
of Charity, a society that continues its 
good work today. 

St. Crispin and St. Crispinian 
(25 October)
The two brothers were Christian 
martyrs born in Rome during the 
third century to a noble family. They 
renounced their wealth and travelled 
to Soissons in France to spread Chris-
tianity. Disinherited by their family, 
they supported themselves by shoe-
making and remain the patron saints 
of cobblers. They were beheaded by 
order of Emperor Maximian in the 
year 286 on a plain near Soissons, 
which later became known as St. 
Crepin-en-Chaye. An alternative ver-
sion of their legend sees them living 
in Faversham, England. 

St. Catherine of Alexandria  
(25 November)
Catherine was born to the pagan 
King Costus and Queen Sabinella, 
who governed Alexandria, Egypt, in 
the third century. Her beauty and 
intelligence promised her a favourable 
marriage, but from an early age she 
swore to remain a virgin and when in 
her late childhood she saw a vision 
of the Virgin Mary, she became a 
Christian and converted thousands of 

others. She tried to intercede with the 
Roman Emperor Maxentius on behalf 
of all Christians facing persecution but 
instead he proposed marriage, that 
she of course refused. She 
was condemned to death 
on a spiked wheel, but 
the instrument of torture 
broke under the strength 
of her faith and she was 
beheaded. Tradition has 
it that her body was 
transported to Mount 
Sinai to the site of Saint 
Catherine’s Monastery.     

St. Lucy (13 December)
Strangely, St. Lucy who 
was born in Syracuse in 
Sicily at the end of the third century, 
is best remembered in Scandinavia 
where the Day of Saint Lucia is 
celebrated. Lucy, whose 
name comes from the Latin 
for light, was pledged in 
marriage by her mother to 
a heathen. Her mother fell 
ill but was miraculously 
cured when Lucy took her 
to the shrine of St. Agatha. 
Lucy was thus able to 
convince her mother that 
her future lay in service to 
Jesus Christ. She gave her 
money and possessions 
to the poor but was 
eventually betrayed by 
her rejected suitor. She was tortured 
and her eyes gouged out, but was still 
able to see. She was venerated as a 
martyr by the Early Church and is the 
patron saint of the blind. 

St. Catherine of Alexandria (Raphael)

St. Lucia (Lucy) of Syracuse
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Most of us are familiar with 
Prague, however arriving in 

Brno on a beautiful late summer’s day 
was a revelation to us all. The second 
largest city in the Czech Republic, this 
university city has a population of 
400,000 inhabitants. A city where the 
world famous composer Leoš Janácek  
(1854-1928) lived and composed his 
music and Mozart gave a concert in 
1767, at the tender age of eleven, in 
one of the oldest theatres in central 
Europe.

Brno lies at the confluence of the 
Svitava and Svratka rivers, and has a 
thousand year old history, boasting a 
historic town centre with Baroque and 
Renaissance buildings, some from the 
11th century.

Our Czech tour guide Martina joined 
us and our first stop was the Villa Tu-
gendhat, the functionalist villa of the 
Tugendhats with a nontraditional lay-
out and unique technical equipment, 
considered a prewar masterpiece of 
the German architect Ludwig Mies van 
der Rohe. In 2001, it was designated a 
World Heritage Site by UNESCO. On 
account of the unusual arrangement 
of the interior and the magnificent 
view from the villa (as an integral 
part of the interior) the villa became 
an icon of modern architecture at 
that time. We wandered through the 
exquisitely designed shady garden, 
enjoying the peace and tranquillity 
which pervaded the air.

Boarding the bus again we drove to 
a park area between the university 

Discovering Brno:            Parish Outing 2014
by
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O happy band of pilgrims ...
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campuses and ate our picnic lunch 
underneath lush trees, marvelling 
at how green and peaceful this city 
seemed.

A guided walking tour of the city fol-
lowed taking in the old town hall that 
is the oldest secular building in Brno. 
The historical origins of the building 
with Cistercian-Burgundian architec-
tonic elements date back to the first 
half of the 13th century. Part of the 
building is the late Gothic gate, richly 
decorated by Antonín Pilgrim around 
1510. Among the fund of enlighten-
ing and fascinating legends Martina 
related is the following:

A foreman whose name was Pilgrim, 
was promised remuneration for creat-
ing the town hall gate. However, after 
its completion he failed to receive 
it, and therefore decided to bend 
the middle steeple so that it would 
remind people of the corrupt morals 
of the councillors! Another legend 
tells a story about Brno’s dragon that  
tormented the city. Finally the dragon 
was killed by a local butcher who 
lured it with bait made of unslaked 
lime. The dragon (in reality a croco-
dile) has been hanging in the old town 
hall gateway ever since. 

Finally, another legend exists about 
the wooden wheel. Around 1636 a 
wheelwright lived in the south Mora-
vian town of Lednice. One day he 
made a bet that he could fell a tree 
and make a wheel from the tree within 
twelve hours and then roll it all the 
way to Brno. Though regretting his bet 
the following morning, he succeeded 

in fulfilling the task and the wheel 
has remained in the Brno town hall 
ever since.

After a quick coffee stop, we wan-
dered through the city streets before 
entering the magnificent cathedral 
of St. Peter and Paul, situated on the 
stone promontory called Petrov. The 
dominant feature of Brno, it creates 
the city’s typical silhouette.

From the former Romanesque ba-
silica, built as a part of the former 
Brno Castle in the 11th century, it 
was turned into a Gothic Cathedral 
in the 14th century. Between 1738 
and 1748, it was transformed into the 
Baroque style by Moric Grimm. The 
interior of the building is splendidly 
equipped with sculptures by Ondrej 
Schweige.

Rejoining our coach, our next stop—
and one of the highlights of the day—
was a visit to the impressive Spilberk 
Castle. It was established around 
the mid-13th century by the Czech 
King Ottokar 11 of Bohemia. After a 

Discovering Brno:            Parish Outing 2014

è

The Villa Tugendhat was our first stop
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fire in 1578 it was transformed into 
a Renaissance building by Antonín 
Paris. During the Thirty Years War, the 
castle was turned into a Baroque for-
tress and in 1820 was converted into 
a prison called “Jail of Nations”, as it 
was “the” place of political persecu-
tion in the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

We were guided through the oppres-
sive, chillingly haunting atmosphere of 
the dungeons, complete with torture 
chambers. Not for the faint-hearted or 
unsure of foot, some hardy individuals 
(including myself) plumbed the depths 
of the dank castle moat area to see the 
casemates, Gloomy spaces that were 
originally designed as a shelter for 
soldiers were later used as a prison 
for felons. Lifelike figures in chains 
enhanced the atmosphere. The castle 
is surrounded by a vast park with 
spectacular views of the city of Brno. 
After a much needed coffee stop (or 
beer!) at the Spilberk Castle cafe, we 
continued our journey.

A short service had been arranged 
for us at the Jesuit Church in Brno 
where we were welcomed by Sister 
Georgina who originally hailed from 
Ireland. Patrick led us in worship in 
the serene atmosphere of this Baroque 
Jesuit Church, which is truly interna-
tional. Catholic Mass is celebrated on 
Sundays and an Anglican Service held 
once a month.

Still luxuriating in the warmth of 
a late summer’s day we walked to 
the Kolkovna Restaurant for dinner 
where traditional Czech dishes were 
served along with that famous Czech 

è

Relaxing after a visit to the dungeons

Relaxing after a visit to the dungeons

A beautiful service in a spectacular setting
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beer! Replete from a splendid dinner 
we boarded the bus home arriving in 
Vienna around ten fifteen. 

The following are observations from 
some of the fifty strong group:

“I was impressed by the slow moving, 
peaceful atmosphere in Brno, such a 
direct contrast to the hustle and bustle 
of Prague.”

“I loved the mixture of old and new ar-
chitecture.”

“It was lovely to see another European 
city adapt to the modern way of life, yet 
preserving a thousand years of history.”

“Visiting Spilberk Castle and the dun-
geons was the highlight of the day.”

We were fortunate to have such an 
excellent tour guide in Martina whose 
narrative made the legends and his-
tory really come alive.

All in all, a wonderful day, full of 
laughter and fellowship. Getting to 
know each other better, making new 
friends, and bonding with old ones.

Pavla and Petra Kusa, our Czech members of 
the congregation, accompanied us

The Czech beer was a popular choice at dinner

Martina thoughtfully provided us with background material
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Who’s Who in Christ Church??

Mystery 
person 
no.1

If anyone were to consider mystery person no. 1 a newcomer to Vienna and 
Christ Christ, they would be wrong! Admittedly, Vienna has only been her 
permanent home for just under two years, but those members of the congrega-
tion who were around in the 1980s may remember her. During another stint in 
the city at the end of the 1990s, she was an active member of a Bible-reading 
group held at Hyacinth’s home. 

Her first stay in Vienna, however, was as a refugee from Czechslovakia (or more 
precisely, the part that is now Slovakia) at the time of the Soviet invasion in 
1968. She was born in the US state of Oregon of a Slovak father and American 
mother whose family had been lured to the United States by the Mormons in 
the 1830s and became one of the founding families of Utah. The oldest of six 
children, she spent two years in Slovakia where she attended the local school 
while her father was engaged in scientific research on an exchange programme 
between the US Academy of Sciences and the Czechoslovak Academy of Sci-
ences. The family moved back to Oregon where she went to high school. She 
then moved to Montreal, Canada, to study at McGill University, majoring in 
Russian, with German and French as subsidiary languages. She spent a year 
at the Pushkin Institute in Moscow to perfect her languages skills. These stood 
her in good stead for her first job that saw her back in Austria, where she was 
assigned to work in Payerbach, Niederösterreich, with refugees from Eastern 
Europe and prepare them for their onward journey to Australia, Canada, the 
United States or other countries. After the break-up of the Soviet Union in 

1989, she moved to Moscow where she helped large companies set up local 
branches of their business. Seven years experience of working with expats 
sensitized her to problems of adjustment and integration and she returned 
to the United States to study for a masters degree in counselling. Armed 
with her new skills, she has been helping the globally mobile—diplomats, 
the military, UN employees, missionaries, businessmen and women and 
others—in a number of countries including the Netherlands, Switzerland 
and the US before setting up her practice in Vienna. She has also worked 
with families with special needs and her business card describes her as a 
“Marriage and Family Therapist”. 

After a lifetime of travelling she has put down her roots in Vienna and has 
no plans to move on ... ever! Her young son is enrolled in a bilingual school 
and is a lively member of the Kids’ Church group at Christ Church. He enjoys 
visiting his relatives both in the US and Slovakia. His German is already very 
fluent and the family is thinking about formalizing its ties with Austria in the 

These pages return with two relatively new faces at Christ Church, 
but both of whom are already familiar to members of the con-
gregation. See if you recognize them! 
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Mystery 
person 
no.2

near future. Our mystery woman leads a very busy life but hopes to take up 
skiing again, a sport at which she excelled as a student in Canada. We look 
forward to her closer involvement in our church community where she has 
already carved a niche for herself and her son.

Mystery person no. 2 is also a US-born woman who is a relative newcomer 
to Christ Church, albeit a long-standing citizen of Vienna! She was born in 
New Jersey and raised in a devout Irish/Polish Roman Catholic family and at-
tended a Roman Catholic high school although by her own admission, her 
faith lapsed as a young adult. At college, she majored in medical technology 
and two years after graduation took up a post in Vienna at the old AKH 
(General Hospital) as a medical technician. 

She moved as a young bride to a farm in Upper Austria, where she spent 
her time shearing sheep, smoking trout and distilling schnapps. Some years 
later, she moved back to Vienna as an Austrian citizen and divorcee and 
helped build up a private laboratory for her new employer, a surgeon. She 
continued to work in the field of medical science in a number of different 
places, including the Institute of Virology in Vienna. She was on nodding 
terms with one of the professors of biology for more than ten years before 
their acquaintance deepened into a friendship as he kept bringing her letters 
to translate into English! The friendship deepened further and they were mar-
ried in the Philippines in 1998 where they have a house in which they spend 
several weeks each year in the early spring.  

When she retired in 2008 after an active and diverse career in Vienna, our 
mystery woman wanted to get involved in charity work and was introduced to 
the Christ Church Shop by the late Helen Steiner. Working on the shop team 
naturally exposed her to Christ Church and the Anglican community and 
gradually she decided she wanted a deeper association with the church. After 
talks with both the Chaplain and Revd. Aileen Hackl, she was admitted into 
the Church of England in October 2013.  She is now a very regular attendant 
at services and other church activities and has already made many friends 
among the congregation. Although her husband is not altogether comfortable 
in English, he makes a sterling effort to accompany her every Sunday!

The couple maintain an abiding interest in science. Our mystery woman is a 
member of the Jane Goodall Institute and will be having lunch with Jane Goodall 
in October. With her husband, our mystery woman has travelled to many dif-
ferent countries ranging from Botswana, Namibia and Zimbabwe in Africa to 
Vanuatu in the South Pacific. She also pays regular visits to the United States. 
She enjoys immensely Friday mornings in the Church Shop while attendance 
at Christ Church has become the highlight of her Sundays. 



Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity

Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity

Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity

Last Sunday after Trinity

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist [NB: Winter time!]
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving - Family Eucharist
18.00 Choral Evensong (BCP)

26

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings:
 Mission and
 Migration

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings:
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 England

08.30 Morning Prayer
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St. Simon and 
St. Jude

Then shall the earth yield her 
increase; and God, even our own 
God, shall bless us    Psalm 67:6
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09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

17.00 African Fest

11.00 Publicity
 Committee

16.00 Animal 
 Blessing Service

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Church Council
 Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

18.45 Ministry
 Committee 
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Wednesday
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Thursday Friday Saturday

St. Luke

Pentecost 2014

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.30 Reading Group
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice



Wednesday

Third Sunday before advent
Remembrance Sunday

All Saints’ Sunday All Souls
(transferred)

Second Sunday before advent

Christ the King
 Sunday next before Advent

Advent Sunday

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with the admission of 
 First Communion candidates
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Advent Carol Service 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist and Baptism
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist - All Saints (transferred)
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Choral Evensong (BCP)

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Said Eucharist
10.50 Remembrance Service
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

23

30

08.30 Morning Prayer
10.50 Remembrance  
 Day Service in 
 Klagenfurt

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings:
 Times New  
 Romanian

18.00 Holy Communion  
 in Klagenfurt

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

November 2014

4

1110

17

24 25
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Monday TuesdaySunday
3

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends.  John 15:13

18.00 Prayers for the  
 Departed



09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

08.00 Soup Kitchen
 Group

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group
19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Church Council
 Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion
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282726 29

22

Wednesday
5 6 7 8

15141312

19 20

1

Thursday Friday Saturday

Christ Church 
Advent Bazaar

10.30 - 16.00

08.30 Morning Prayer

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends.  John 15:13
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Prayers for the departed will be said at a service on Monday, 3 November at 
18.00. Please write the names of family members, friends, colleagues, or oth-
ers known to you and for whom you wish to pray, on the list at the back of the 
church or contact the Church Office.

The annual Remembrance service in Vienna will be held on Sunday, 9 November 
as this is the closest Sunday to Remembrance Day on 11 November.There will be 
a said service of Holy Communion at 10.00. The Remembrance Sunday Service 
begins at 10.50. Space is limited. 

A Service of Remembrance will be held at the Commonwealth War Graves Cem-
etery in Klagenfurt (Lilientahlstr.) on Tuesday, 11 November starting at 10.50. 
All in attendance are invited to a reception afterwards. 

All Saints’ Day is a holiday in Austria. This year we will be keeping the Feast of 
All Saints exceptionally on Sunday, 2 November.

O Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and fellowship,
in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord: 
Grant us grace so to follow thy blessed Saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we 
may come to those unspeakable joys, which thou hast prepared for them that unfeignedly 
love thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

“Soundings” will continue in October on Tuesdays at 19.00. The next three 
sessions will be led by members of the congregation on aspects of their work. 

7 October Mission and Migration (Frank Sauer). Frank is writing a doctorate at 
the University of Vienna on how immigration affects Christian churches and 
challenges them. He will present some of his research so far, which has been 
mainly collected through interviews.

21 October Canon Law in the Church of England (Nigel Reynard). Nigel recently 
completed his LLM. During his studies he read about canon law that pertains to 
the Church. It is about how it orders its common life so that people may remain 
in fellowship while respecting one another, guided by Philippians 2.5. “Let the 
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus...”.

4 November Times New Romanian (Nigel Shakespear ). This year Nigel published 
a book that he also edited. It contains conversations he held with people living 
in Romania during the time he was working there.
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This is a new initiative. In September eight of us met for the first time and were 
led by David Stanners, who outlined the thinking behind the book Black Swan 
by Nassim Nicholas Taleb. David also spoke about how it had influenced his 
own thinking and how it had an impact on his work. This experience was ech-
oed by others present. The next session is on Saturday, 13 December at 9.30 
in the church. Roland Illman will consider whether or not there is a “crisis in 
masculinity?” Please contact the Chaplain if interested. For catering purposes 
you must register at the latest on the Thursday prior to the meeting.

For a number of years the Chaplain has been leading a service of Remembrance 
outside Bratislava, which is hosted by the British Ambassador to Slovakia. Dur-
ing the service we pray for all those who have lost their lives in the service of 
their countries and on this occasion we especially commemorate the crew of 
the Wellington Bomber MF 458 “A” 40 Squadron. This year the service will be 
held on Thursday, 2 October in the morning.

It is good to be able to report that the Prayer Ministry continues to meet regu-
larly. Our next three meetings are on the following Wednesdays: 8 October, 5 
November and 3 December at 1900 hours. The meeting is open to people who 
are interested in joining. Please contact the Chaplain if you have specific prayer 
requests that you would like us to include in our time of prayer.

After a year’s break, the African Fest—formerly known as the Nigerian Fest— 
makes a return to our calendar of church events. If you enjoy dancing, if you 
like eating African delicacies, if you like to see our church mix with the wider 
community and if you like supporting our church, then this Fest is a must! I 
look forward to welcoming you to the Fest! Watch out for further details about 
the Fest in the coming weeks. The Chaplain.

We continue to meet regularly. The next meeting is on Thursday 23 October at 
1830. We will discuss The Forty Rules of Love by the Turkish writer Elif Shafak, 
who will introduce us both to Sufism and the writings of Rumi. “I was dead, then 
alive. Weeping, then laughing. The power of love came into me, and I became 
fierce like a lion, then tender like the evening star.”
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Not a few weeks more than 100 
years ago today, the 29 year old 

Villain shot dead Jean Jaurès who 
was dining at the Le Croissant cafe in 
Montmartre. Three days later in Au-
gust 1914 Germany was at war with 
France, something Jaurès had been 
working to avoid. His name though 
was not submerged by the changing 
epoch that came with that war, for 
in 1924 he was buried in the secular 
mausoleum containing the remains 
of distinguished French citizens, the 
Pantheon in Paris. Since then he has 
reappeared in song, novel, film and 
poetry. He is also commemorated 
in the names of streets in Tel Aviv, 
Buenos Aires as well as here in Vi-
enna; his name given to the street 
which is now home to the British 
Embassy, the Iranian Consulate, the 
Russian Orthodox cathedral and our 
Christ Church. 

As the once popular and charismatic 
leader of the French Socialist Party of 
the early 20th century, and a com-
mitted anti-militarist or pacifist, he 
worked to prevent war between the 
“bourgeois” governments. He tried to 
promote understanding, to appeal to 
common sense, to organise general 
strikes in Germany and France, to 
dissuade the belligerents from fol-
lowing that disastrous path. 

He was seen by an increasingly na-
tionalist French as unpatriotic and a 
figure to hate. So much so that Raoul 
Villain, a member of the League of 
Young Friends of Alsace-Lorraine, 
a nationalist student group, bought 
a revolver and on 31 July fired two 
bullets through a window of the café, 
assassinating this articulate intellec-
tual who had done so much to unite 
the socialists in France. 

Born in 1859 in Castres, he was 
educated in the Ecole Normale 
Superieure and elected Deputy at 
the age of 27. He joined one of the 
socialist parties in the late 80s and 
in the Dreyfus affair of the following 
decade he supported the accused. 
Subsequently he lost his seat but 
nevertheless became leader of the 
social democratic party in 1902; 
two years later he co-founded 
l’Humanite, the principal party pa-
per, the offices of which were next 
to the Le Croissant cafe. As leader of 
the party he accepted the directives 
of the Second International Socialist 
Movement and therefore never ac-
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cepted office in the bourgeois French 
government – so he and the social-
ists remained in opposition. 

His key role in the unification of the 
Socialist Party is what he is praised 
for but it’s that failed effort to halt 
what now seems the inevitable apoc-
alypse which rings a bell today, 100 
years later, in a post-Cold War world 
in which we have returned to wars 
of choice. “Not in our name” would 
have been apposite for Jaurès had he 
lived to see the French government 
launching itself toward Verdun. As 

for his murderer Villain, he was held 
for the duration of the war, acquit-
ted in a trial in 1919 (Jaurès’ widow 
had to pay costs), to end up 17 years 
later on the sands of a bay in Ibiza, 
shot, where he was to lie two days 
before expiring. 

The street took on its socialist name 
in 1919, previously being called 
Richardgasse—probably named af-
ter Metternich’s son Richard—only 
to lose it again in 1934. It recovered 
the socialist connection after World 
War II, in 1947. 





In and Around Christ Church

Revd. Aileen Hackl took the 
Holy Cross Day service in Lju-
bljana, (Slovenia) on Sunday, 
14 September, using the cross 
of San Damiano as a visual 
aid. There were 15 adults and 
3 children attending what was 
obviously a very happy service.  

Once again, the “older” mem-
bers of the congregation had 
an opportunity to meet up with 
Nick and Tania Witter during 
their brief trip to Vienna. Tania 
treated us to an interesting and 
thought-provoking sermon on 
the occasion of St. Matthew’s 
Day on 21 September.

Service in Ljubljana

Revd. Tania Witter
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This year saw members of 
the Christ Church com-

munity involved in a new 
initiative: support for one 
of Vienna’s soup kitchens. 
Congregation member Alex-

ander Rösch was instrumental 
in bringing Christ Church in touch 
with “,s Häferl” (or soupbowl in 
English), a charity run by the Aus-
trian Evangelical Church in Vienna’s 
sixth district. The charity was set 
up some twenty years ago, primar-
ily to provide a warm meal to men 
and women recently released from 
prison, but over the years it has 
expanded to include anyone who 
needs a helping hand, especially the 
homeless. With the help of outside 
volunteers, the charity serves free 
meals four times a week.

The first two Christ Church teams 
were on duty on 24 May and 20 
September and as the photos show, 
they were an enthusiastic group of 
chefs and sous-chefs! We are now 
committed to providing a team of 
helpers every two months. The 

ingredients are paid for from the 
sharing budget. On 24 May and 20 
September, some six to eight people 
dedicated nine hours of their time, 
spending the morning from 8.00 to 
12.00 preparing food, and the after-
noon until 17.00 serving some 250 
meals. After the last meal is served, 
there is, of course, the clearing up to 
do! The whole process is overseen by 
experienced members of “‘s Häferl”.

The next date for the Christ Church 
team is 15 November. Newcomers 
are not only welcome but needed. 
Willingness to chip in is more impor-
tant than advanced culinary skills! 
Please contact Alexander for any fur-
ther information on 0650/6742277, 
or by email to a.roesch@gmx.at. 

Christ Church Cooks
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As many of you will know, the Six 
O’Clock Service at Christ Church 

was a project taken on by the Revd. 
Jady Koch in the hope of growing 
an evening congregation. The ser-
vice combines contemporary music 
with our traditional Anglican liturgy. 
It is held regularly on the second, 
third, fourth and fifth Sundays of 
the month, the first Sunday normally 
reserved for the more traditional 
Choral Evensong.

Over the years we have had a small 
but devoted core of worshippers 
with a number of people making this 
service their spiritual home while 
living in Vienna. The (free) meal 
afterwards in the Church Centre, 
provided by a different member of 
the congregation each week, has 
created a space for people to get 
to know each other and to discuss 

questions of faith in a relaxed set-
ting. At the same time, we welcome 
visitors and the evening service has 
been popular with people visiting  or 
passing through Vienna. 

We have a dedicated Facebook 
group “Christ Church Six O’Clock 
Service” where you can find updates 
or get involved in the service (e.g. 
volunteering to cook or assist with 
music, readings, etc.). For further 
information and to join our Face-
book group please email our co-
ordinators, Katharina J. Schneider 
(katharinajohanna@yahoo.de) and 
Miya Komori-Glatz (miya.komori@
yahoo.com). 

If you can’t make it to the morning 
service or you are looking for space 
to reflect at the beginning of the new 
week, please feel free to drop by. We 
would love to see you. 

Christ Church Six O’Clockers
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Welcome, Houston

On Wednesday, 6 August, Christ 
Church was treated to a rousing 

and moving performance by the choir 
of St. Martin’s Episcopal Church in 
Houston, Texas. Under the leader-
ship of organist and music director 
David Henning and conductor Kevin 
Riehle, the 40-strong choir filled the 
church with a mixed programme of 
sacred music, gospels and spirituals 
to the obvious enjoyment of a large 
audience. The programme featured 
works by Mendelssohn, Haydn and 
Vaughan-Williams. For some listen-
ers, the choir’s rendition of Saving 
Grace was the icing on the cake. The 
choir, soloists and musicians—many 
of them professionals—demonstrat-

ed a joyfulness that was clearly re-
flected in their voices. They appeared 
to have had as much fun singing as 
we did listening to them!

Afer the concert, the Social Commit-
tee had organized a fine spread in 
the garden adjacent to the church, 
and the was ample opportunity for 
members of the congregation to 
mingle with the choir. The relaxed 
friendliness of our guests, the superb 
quality of the concert and the warm 
summer evening all contributed to 
making it a memorable occasion. We 
would like to thank the Choir of St. 
Martin’s for including Christ Church 
on their itinerary! 
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After the concert, a tasty buffet, organized by the Social Committee,  was enjoyed by all in the garden 

Members of the congregation made new friends and were delighted to meet fellow countrymen

While members of the choir enjoyed a well deserved rest, others celebrated their wedding anniversary 
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE   TIME   EVENT

Oct 1 (Weds) 18.45 Ministry Committee

Oct 5 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving

  18.00 Choral Evensong

Oct 7 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Mission and Migration, Frank Sauer

Oct 8 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Oct 11 (Sat) 16.00 Animal Blessing Service

Oct 18 (Sat) 11.00 Publicity Committee meeting

Oct 19 (Sun) 10.00 First Communion instruction after 10.00 service;

   Further dates: 26 October, 2 and 16 November

Oct 21 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Canon Law in the church with   

   reference to the C of E, Nigel Reynard

Oct 22 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council meeting

Oct 23 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group: The 40 rules of love by Elif Shafak

Oct 25 (Sat) 17.00 African Fest

Nov 2 (Sun) 10.00 All Saints’ transferred

  18.00 Choral Evensong

Nov 3 (Mon) 18.00 All Souls’ transferred – prayers for the departed

Nov 4 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Times New Romanian, 

   Nigel Shakespear

Nov 5 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Nov 9 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Sunday Service

Nov 11 (Tues) 10.50 Remembrance Day service, Klagenfurt

Nov 22 (Sat) 10.30 Annual Advent Bazaar 

Nov 23 (Sun) 10.00 Sung Eucharist with admission of First   

   Communion candidates

Nov 26 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council meeting

Nov 30 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service

Dec 3 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Dec 6 (Sat) 10.00 Advent Day of prayer and meditation

Dec 7 (Sun) 16.00 Christmas Carol sing-along in aid of a charity

Dec 14 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist and Nativity

  18.00 Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

Dec 20 (Sat) 16,00 Christingle Service
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From the Church Registers

Ben Warren on 17 August 2014

Ryan Theo Sherwood on 17 August 2014

Jeremie Lule and Julie Lule on 7 September 2014

Jeremie and Juli Lule

Irene Radda Helen Rudinsky

Solution to Who’s Who quiz on pp 14-15



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




