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Given the recent breakthrough in the Church 
of England on the consecration of women as 
bishops, this month’s cover features four women 
who either played, and/or continue to play, a 
key role in the life of our church. 
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Judy

These past few weeks saw many of us glued to 
the television. First, the World Cup, with the par-

ticipation of countries from all corners of the globe, 
provided an exciting diversion even for those with an 
otherwise lukewarm interest in football. The sports-
manship, the diversity of participating teams and the 
sense of common focus did much to instil a feeling of 
“one world, one people”. On 14 July, we were thrilled 
to learn of the vote in the General Synod that paves the 
way for the consecration of women as bishops in the 
Church of England (see p7), a move that broke down 
yet another articifial barrier between Christians. Just 
three days later, the world was again united, but this 
time in universal outrage at the shooting down of a 
passenger plane over Ukraine. The 282 passengers 
and crew lost, including 80 children, were innocent 
victims of a conflict in which they were neither in-
volved nor—possibly—even fully aware. At the same 
time, the crisis in the Middle East has deepened and 
it seems that the rest of the world is powerless to 
prevent the daily loss of life that is graphically and 
heartrendingly reported in the media.

The growing number of trouble-spots in the world 
serves to remind us how fortunate we are to be living 
in Austria. While as individuals we may be powerless 
to change the order of things globally, we can, in a 
small way, contribute to other people’s happiness, 
welfare and stability by giving more generously of our 
time and assets. Both within and outside our church, 
there are countless ways to serve the community. 
What it boils down to is that we should aim to lead 
a less self-absorbed existence so that the next gen-
erations—our children or grandchildren—will make 
service to others a fundamental principle of their lives. 
Over the summer, the cost of one family restaurant 
outing could help towards the cost of sending medical 
volunteers to West Africa to fight the ebola virus, pro-
vide blankets for Syrian refugees, protection against 
maleria for babies and children ... or even support 
charities closer to home such as the s’Häferl soup 
kitchen in which our church is involved.  
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It has been quite a week! Over 
the years the Crossways 

editor has asked me to write 
about my travels as archdea-
con. I have been reluctant, 
because these reports can read 
like travelogues, masking the 
preparation and work that goes 
into the trips, as well as failing 
to show how tiring travel can 
be. I shall throw caution to the 
winds! 

In June I had a week of engagements 
in England related to the work of 
Christ Church and to my work for 
the Eastern Archdeaconry and Dio-
cese as Archdeacon. For some time 
I knew that Christoph Wutscher, 
an ordinand sponsored by Christ 
Church, would be ordained priest on 
Sunday, 22 June. It is also custom-
ary that the newly ordained priests 
celebrate their first service of Holy 

Communion with friends, family 
and “Weggefährten” on the Monday 
after the ordination. Knowing this, I 
encouraged the Appointments Sec-
retary to schedule the interviews for 
the positions of priest-in-charge of 
Corfu and Warsaw for the Thursday 
and Friday prior to the ordination. 
I am pleased that in each case we 
were able to invite the applicant to 
take up the position. 

Earlier in the year it was announced 
that Robert Innes would be the next 
Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe. I used 
the Saturday before Chrisoph’s ordi-
nation to meet with him in Brussels 
where he is presently the Chaplain 
of Holy Trinity, Brussels, and where 
he will remain as Bishop. Both the 
Bishop’s office and residence are 
moving from Worth to Brussels. 
We discussed matters arising out 
of the Diocesan Synod held in June, 

In July, the Ven. Patrick Curran took part in a Consultation where he presented a paper on The 
Historical Jesus.
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ecumenical relationships within our 
diocese, my dual role as chaplain of 
Christ Church and Archdeacon, a 
matter that has to be resolved soon-
ish. Robert had initiated the meeting, 
as I am the Chair of the House of 
Clergy and Senior Archdeacon, hav-
ing been invited in 2002 to take on 
this additional role and work.

It wasn’t all work though! Jane 
Shepherd, a former member of Christ 
Church and choir member, agreed to 
put me up for a few nights. Together 
we saw Miss Saigon in the West End. 
I particularly enjoyed the song The 
American Dream, which was well 
staged. The acting and presentation 
were of the first order! 

On Sunday morning we went to a 
church in Jane’s neighbourhood 
as Jane is still looking for a church 
where she can belong and feel at 
home. An important criterion for her 
is the preaching, as well as the music 
and liturgy. We attended St Luke’s, 
Holloway, London, where the Revd 
Dave Tomlinson is the vicar. Tom-
linson has a reputation for a brand 
of Christianity that he has labelled 
“post-Evangelical”. The main service 
is billed as being built on the “spine 
of the liturgy”. On this Sunday, wor-
shippers were given a string, which 
they were invited to tie around an 
iron grid to represent the prayers of 
the people. The sermon was given by 
a layperson (Tomlinson was preach-
ing elsewhere) who spoke about 
endurance. Her hope was that fewer 

and fewer people would need to en-
dure poverty, war and trafficking and 
that more and more would be given 
opportunities to flourish. 

In the afternoon Jane and I visited 
Highgate Cemetery where Karl Marx, 
as well as Douglas Adam and Pat 
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Kavanagh are buried. In the evening 
we attended Christoph’s ordination, 
where we met up with Ulli, Chris-
toph’s wife, his family, Christina 
Stevens and Philip Reading. Unfor-
tunately the Bishop of Bradwell, who 
was scheduled to take the service, 
was unable to do so having been re-
cently diagnosed with cancer. In his 
stead we were treated to the Bishop 
of Chelmsford, who oozes energy 
and whose style of conducting the 
liturgy was appreciated by many as 
he sought to include everyone. The 
Revd Dr Graham Tomlin, who is 
the principal of St Mellitus College, 
London, preached the sermon. He 
spoke about the priesthood of Jesus, 
the priesthood of all believers as he 
struggled to define the ministry of 
a priest in the Church of God. After 
the ordination and photographs we 
retired to the Wutschers’ home for 
a reception, where we were able 
to enjoy a summer evening in their 
beautiful garden. Ulli has worked 
wonders! 

Monday was spent writing 
an essay for the consulta-
tion I will be attending 
in July; my topic is the 
historical Jesus. In the 

evening I returned 
to Wanstead to 

deacon Chris-
toph ’s  f i r s t 
celebration of 
the Eucharist. 
The preacher 

on this occa-

sion was Dr Sally Harper, who is a 
lecturer in liturgy and sacred music 
at the University of Bangor. Chris-
toph had chosen for the Gospel the 
Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35). 
Dr Harper pointed out that this 
Gospel has a structure similar to 
that of the Eucharist. At the end of 
the service Christoph thanked many 
people, presenting a bouquet of red 
roses to Ulli and thanking her for 
her support. Christoph is grateful to 
the people of Christ Church for their 
prayers and support, as well as the 
gift of a stole on the occasion of his 
ordination as a priest.

From Wanstead I made my way 
across London to join the Bishop’s 
Senior Staff residential meeting at 
St Columba’s, Woking. The Bishop 
designate was also in attendance. 
For part of the journey I was joined 
by Victor Frankl’s personal secretary 
for the last years of his life, who is a 
deacon in the archdiocese of Vienna. 
During the meeting we briefed the 
Bishop designate about the work 
of the diocese, focusing on policy, 
archdeaconries, ministry, training 
and safeguarding. We highlighted 
capacity issues, as well as pressure 
points that are hindering our growth 
as a diocese and put an unsustain-
able burden on a few. In the evening 
we said goodbye to Bishop Geoffrey’s 
Personal Assistant, Margaret Gibson. 
She has taken up a new appointment 
as the Bishop of Chichester’s Per-
sonal Assistant, due to the closure of 
the Bishop’s Office in Worth.

è
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This excursion brought together a 
lot of strands of my ministry that 
is sacrificially supported by Christ 
Church and my family. It was a 
highlight to attend both Christoph’s 
ordination and his first celebration 
of the Eucharist as his journey in 
the Church of England began in our 
church after he took up the position 
of choir director. I was pleased that 
we could invite priests to serve as 
chaplains in Corfu and Warsaw, and 
to meet with the bishop designate 
as well as support colleagues of the 
Bishop’s Senior Staff Meeting. I like 
to think that we have a share in each 
other’s ministries, as we seek to sup-
port one another as members of the 
Body of Christ, the Church. 

On the last Sunday of June, the Feast 
of Saint Peter and Saint Paul we 
heard Matthew’s version of Peter’s 
confession at Caesarea Philippi, in 
which Jesus assures the disciples 
that “And I tell you, you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will 
not prevail against it.”

The Church is alive and well and it 
is connecting people from very dif-
ferent backgrounds to be one people 
under God. It will prevail, as Jesus 
promises. Thanks be to God!

Over the years, Christ Church has 
built up a small but interesting col-
lection of books. Since the departure 
of our previous librarian, we are 
looking for someone to take over  
the duties that amount to a couple 
of hours from time to time. The 
librarian:

•	 keeps	 track	 of	 the	 books 
•	 keeps 	 them	 in 	 order 
•	 promotes	 the	use	 of	 the	 	
 l ibrary in the church 
•	 purchases	 new	books	 	
 when necessary

Interested in books?
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The decision of the General Synod 
[on 14 July] to permit the conse-

cration of women as bishops marks 
an historic moment in the life of the 
Church of England. In the Diocese in 
Europe, as in the rest of the Church, 
there is a spectrum of opinion on this 
development. The majority of clergy 
and laity are in favour, as we learned 
from discussions in diocesan synod 
and Bishop’s Council. A minority 
are unable conscientiously to accept 
women bishops. However, we are a 
diocese gifted in the ways of living 
together with diversity. We are blessed 
with a real sense of family, despite the 
vast territory we cover. And we are 
well experienced in matters related 
to the unity of the Church, given our 
ecumenical vocation. I believe that 
we can rejoice in the decision of the 
Synod. We can also rejoice in our 
unity in diversity, which will call upon 
us to honour and respect different 
views and seek to build each other 
up, as together we serve Christ’s Holy 
Catholic Church and participate in her 
mission in the world.

Today is the completion of what 
was begun over 20 years with the 

ordination of women as priests. I am 
delighted with today’s result. Today 
marks the start of a great adventure of 
seeking mutual flourishing while still, 
in some cases disagreeing.

The challenge for us will be for the 
church to model good disagreement 
and to continue to demonstrate love 
for those who disagree on theological 
grounds. Very few institutions achieve 
this, but if we manage this we will 
be living out more fully the call of 
Jesus Christ to love one another. As 
delighted as I am for the outcome of 
this vote I am also mindful of those 
within the Church for whom the result 
will be difficult and a cause of sorrow.

My aim, and I believe the aim of the 
whole church, should be to be able to 
offer a place of welcome and growth 
for all. Today is a time of blessing and 
gift from God and thus of generosity. It 
is not winner take all, but in love a time 
for the family to move on together.

Ladies’ Day: Green Light for Women Bishops
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Extract from the House of Bishops’ Declaration on the  
Ministry of Bishops and Priests 

The House reaffirms the five guiding principles which it first commended 
in May 2013 when submitting legislative proposals to the General 
Synod for the consecration of women to the episcopate and which the 
Synod welcomed in its resolution of 20 November 2013. They need to 
be read one with the other and held together in tension, rather than 
being applied selectively

1.  Now that legislation has been passed to enable women to become 
bishops the Church of England is fully and unequivocally committed 
to all orders of ministry being open equally to all, without reference to 
gender, and holds that those whom it has duly ordained and appointed 
to office are the true and lawful holders of the office which they occupy 
and thus deserve due respect and canonical obedience;                          

2.  Anyone who ministers within the Church of England must be pre-
pared to acknowledge that the Church of England has reached a clear 
decision on the matter;

3.  Since it continues to share the historic episcopate with other 
Churches, including the Roman Catholic Church, the Orthodox Church 
and those provinces of the Anglican Communion which continue to 
ordain only men as priests or bishops, the Church of England acknowl-
edges that its own clear decision on ministry and gender is set within 
a broader process of discernment within the Anglican Communion and 
the whole Church of God;

 4. Since those within the Church of England who, on grounds of theo-
logical conviction, are unable to receive the ministry of women bishops 
or priests continue to be within the spectrum of teaching and tradition 
of the Anglican Communion, the Church of England remains committed 
to enabling them to flourish within its life and structures; and

5.  Pastoral and sacramental provision for the minority within the 
Church of England will be made without specifying a limit of time and 
in a way that maintains the highest possible degree of communion and 
contributes to mutual flourishing across the whole Church of England.

Ladies’ Day: Green Light for Women Bishops
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On 23 May we learned of the death 
of John Satterthwaite, the first 

Bishop of the Diocese of Gibraltar in 
Europe, which was inaugurated by 
Act of Synod in 1980. I looked into 
the church registers to see if anyone 
I knew had been confirmed by him 
and yes, quite a few of the children or 
their parents are still active members. 
It makes for interesting reading. Here 
we go! Emmerich Beck, Robert and 
Rosemarie Fitzgerald, (1973), Eliza-
beth Stein, Gabriele Tschirk (1976), 
Christine Tschirk (1979), Martin 
and Thomas Reiter (1985), Carolyn 
Gansberger, Ursula Halama, Bianca 
Gerlinger, Dieter Dopheide (1987), 
Penelope Pichler, Manfred Reiter, 
Jutta Stenzenberger (1989), Victoria 
Gansberger, Elvira Madueme, Jessica 
and Michael Wanzenböck (1990), 

Melanie Bolam-Klein (1991), Alfred 
and Richard Siwy, Chike Madueme, 
Heather Trow (1992).

I knew Bishop John back in the 1970s 
when he was first the Bishop of Ful-
ham and later the Bishop of Gibraltar 
as well. As the Bishop of Fulham he 
had responsibility for Central and 
Northern Europe under the jurisdic-
tion of the Bishop of London. In 1969, 
my parents returned to Germany 
after spending a number of years 
in Canada. My father soon started 
attending St Thomas á Becket, the 
Anglican Church in Hamburg and 
within a short while he was invited 
by the Indian chaplain at the time, 
the Revd Tristan Thomas to be his 
warden. Later my mother, who was 
a Lutheran was confirmed by Bishop 
John as an Anglican. Later she too was 
also to be invited by another chaplain 
to be the chaplain’s warden. Bishop 
John became a friend of my parents. 
My mother accompanied him on a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land and met 
up with him on the few occasions she 
visited London. 

Bishop John had an extensive minis-
try of letter writing, which I became 
aware of and admired and seek to 
imitate occasionally today. It was 
Bishop John who sponsored me for 
the ordained ministry in the Church of 
England. My interview was conducted 
by Bishop John in the former beauti-
ful British consulate on the Alster in 
Hamburg. At the end of the interview 
he asked me to kneel so that he could 
bless me. 

The First Bishop of Europe
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That meeting was in May and I found 
myself at Chichester Theological Col-
lege in the August of the same year 
(1980). In 1993 my father informed 
me that the priest in Hamburg was 
moving, so I contacted Bishop John 
and asked about the impending 
vacancy. At the time I was consider-
ing taking a parish in the Diocese in 
Bradford. He said ‘I have you in mind 
for Bonn/Cologne.’ A little later that 
year I was licensed by Bishop John as 
chaplain to St Boniface, Bonn and All 
Saints, Cologne. He was a bishop of 
the “old school”. He had a patrician air 
about him, but also a wicked sense of 
humour. When visiting him at his resi-
dence in Kensington one was met by 
his personal butler, who also served 
the meal. A glass of gin and tonic was 
the obligatory pre-meal aperitif. 

It was Bishop John who helped my 
parents see that having both their 
sons go into the church was not so 
bad after all. Their ambitions for 
their sons were somewhat different! 
During one of his sermons he said, 
looking straight at my parents, “It’s 
such a wonderful thing that Stan 
and Rosi have given both their sons 
to the church?” My father turned to 
my mother “Nothin’ to do with me!” 
Despite my father’s remark from that 
day on they were a little more willing 
to embrace the path their sons were 
to follow. May he rest in peace! And 
be raised in glory! 

By the time you read this, the Revd 
Canon Dr Robert Innes will have 
been consecrated and commis-

Bishop John Satterthwaite has a 
permanent place in the history of this 
Diocese in Europe. He came into his 
episcopal ministry from a background 
of outstanding ecumenical work, es-
pecially from his time as the General 
Secretary of the Church of England’s 
Council in Foreign Relations. In that 
ecumenical work he forged so many 
significant friendships with Heads of 
Churches and other Church leaders in 
Europe which set the course for this 
diocese playing a role in nurturing 
those ecumenical links to this day.

He served the congregations in Eu-
rope first as Bishop of Fulham, then 
as Bishop of Gibraltar, and finally 
as the first diocesan bishop of the 
newly formed Diocese of Gibraltar 
in Europe. Indeed the foundation of 
this diocese in its present form as a 
diocese of the Church of England 
in 1980 is part of his legacy to the 
Church.

He is warmly remembered for his gifts 
as a diplomat, ecumenist, pastor and 
congenial host.The clergy and people 
of the diocese now commend him 
into the loving arms of his Heavenly 
Father. May he rest in peace.

Bishop David Hamid

sioned as the fourth bishop of the 
Diocese of Gibraltar in Europe: John 
Satterthwaite (1980 to 1993), John 
Hind (1993 to 2001) and Dr Geoffrey 
Rowell (2001-2013). Bishop Robert 
will be installed as the Bishop of 
our diocese at Gibraltar Cathedral 
on Thursday, 4 September. 
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Do you have a dream tucked away 
in the back pocket of your mind 

–something you’d quite like to do, 
except that it’s utter nonsense? No 
way! Don’t even mention it! And then, 
in the distance something emerges: a 
glimmer, a hope, a possibility?

Perhaps it all began when I was a 
child in Canada and heard my father 
talk about a book that fascinated him, 
The Canterbury Tales by Chaucer, the 
story of men and women journeying 
together to worship at the great ca-
thedral in Canterbury. They appeared 
to be a merry lot who enjoyed them-
selves and their time together.

For the past few years the term “Ja-
kobsweg” (in English, the Way of 
St. James) has kept cropping up in 
my life. I’ve read articles and even 
books about it and spoken to people 
who have actually gone to Spain and 
walked it. The real “purists” it seems, 
walk several hundred kilometres with 
everything they need packed into a 
rucksack on their back. But then I 
heard there are others who are not 

Buen Camino

quite so noble and walk less and even 
have a bus to help with the luggage 
problem.

Things started to come together for 
me when I heard of a group I could 
join that offered the second option a 
short trip of 10 days or so. The goal 
was to walk about 100 km, and we 
would be accompanied by a bus. For 
me, aged 70 plus, 100 km is ambi-
tious enough, but I hoped it might 
be possible.

On 1 July we headed off, flying to 
Bilbao. As we arrived too late to stay 
at a pilgrim hostel, we spent our first 
night either in the bus (a couple of 
softies including me) or under the 
stars. The next day, led by Pater 
Vinzenz of Stift Heiligenkreuz, we 
were given our pilgrim identity cards 
and started walking. There were six 
teenagers and myself and Gabriel to 
drive our bus.That first day we walked 
about 18 km, which seemed a long, 
long way. Later on, we were to walk 
18 km before lunch!! I loved the coun-
tryside that seemed to vary every few 
kilometres, from hilly, or green and 
English, to fields of grain and corn, or 
shady woods. The wild flowers were 
wonderful, but I had to concentrate 
on the road or path under my feet. 
Three days and 70 kilometres on the 
way, I suppose I must have been tired 
because that morning I fell down three 
times in quick succession  not a smart 
thing to do. Kind people helped me 
up and I limped in to where we were 
eating lunch. Gabriel was there with 
the bus, so I rode along with him that 
afternoon and the next day. 

O
ur

 g
ro

up
 in

 fr
on

t o
f  

th
e 

C
ru

ce
 d

e 
Fe

rr
o 

(I
ro

n 
C

ro
ss

)

by
 R

ev
d.

 A
ile

en
 H

ac
kl



13



Our last full day walking, could I 
chance it and have a go? After all I 
hadn’t come to Spain to sit on a bus. 
Amazing Grace! That day I managed 
27 km without falling down. We all 
limped into Monte del Gozo, the last 
stop before Santiago. There we spent 
the night and hiked five kilometres 
down the hill to Santiago de Com-
postella on empty tummies. I guess 
monks are more used to fasting than 
I am. It probably should have been 
a wonderful experience, but struck 
me as being just about as exciting as 
walking along the road into Vienna 
from the Westautobahn!  

After a very quick look at the cathe-
dral, dingy and empty at that time 
of day, we went to the office to see 
if we could claim our Compostellas, 
the document proving we had really 
walked the last 100 kilometres on 
foot. Some of the group had stamps 
to prove they had done about 150, but 
one of the lads and myself were a bit 
tight – only just over the magic 100. 
Would they accept that or not? Yes, 
they did and all of our group emerged 
with the wonderful bit of paper, writ-
ten in Latin, to prove we had done 
it! Great rejoicing and then finally 
breakfast, which tasted like breakfast 
has never tasted before: fresh orange 
juice, almond cake (a speciality of 
Santiago) and coffee with lots and 
lots of milk.

We attended the Pilgrims’ Mass at 
the cathedral and were duly proud 
to see our Pater Vinzenz process in 
with other priests and actually read 

an intercession in German that we of 
course could understand. The Mass 
was in Spanish, a language none of 
us spoke. Then into our bus and off 
to Finisterre, the place where people 
used to think the world ended. The 
kids had a swim, but the Atlantic is 
a bit chilly for my liking. We then 
headed west and spent a wonderful 
day on the wild north coast of Spain, 
before catching the plane back to 
Vienna.

The greeting “Buen Camino” has 
stayed with me. It means something 
like “have a good and safe journey”. 
And so I wish you all Buen Camino, 
may you have a gentle monk in flow-
ing robes to guide you on your jour-
ney, and a bus, driven by Gabriel, a 
near relation of the archangel, to drop 
by and pick you up if necessary! Don’t 
dream your life, live your dream!

Pater Vinzenz walked the entire 
way in his robes!

A pilgrim hostel



Eighth Sunday after Trinity

Seventh Sunday after Trinity

Ninth Sunday after Trinity

Bartholomew, the Apostle

Eleventh Sunday after Trinity

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist. Celebrant: Christoph  
 Wutscher

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

31

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

August 2014

11 12

1918

25 26

17
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24

3 4 5
Monday TuesdaySunday Wednesday

13

20

27
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09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.00 Concert: 
 St Martin’s 
 Episcopal Church  
 choir 

29 30

Wednesday

13 14 15 16

23222120

27 28

7

8

1

9

6 2
Thursday Friday Saturday

10.30 Church Council  
 Envisaging day

Blessed Virgin Mary

Pentecost 2014



Wednesday

10

3

Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

Holy Cross Day

Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity
St. Matthew

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church and Crèche 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church and Crèche 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Family Eucharist
18.00 Evening Prayer with Hymns

28

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.30 Bonfire at 
 Himberg

September 2014

9

1615

22

29 30

23

14

7

21

1 2
Monday TuesdaySunday

ARCHDEACONRY SYNOD IN PRAGUE

8

The Nicholson/Hartzell Family on the occasion 
of Tatiana’s 94th birthday  



09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Wine Tasting (tbc)

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Church Council
 Meeting

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.30 Reading Group
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion 08.00 Soup Kitchen  
 rotation

St. Thomas

26 27

Wednesday

10 11 12 13

20191817

24 25

43 5 6
Thursday Friday Saturday

10.00 Toddler Group 
18.30 Enthronement  
 and installation  
 of Bishop 
 Robert Innes  
 at the Gibraltar  

Parish Outing to Brno, 
CZ

A R C H D E A C O N R Y  S Y N O D  I N  P R A G U E

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.30 Bonfire at 
 Himberg

30

The Beckley Family on the occasion of  
Friedl’s 90th birthday Revd. Aileen Hackl and Tatiana Hartzell
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In the autumn I am planning the following two courses. In the first course we 
will view the BBC production The History of Christianity moderated by Diarmaid 
MacCulloch. It will provide an excellent entry into the second course, which 
will provide an overview of the history of Istanbul concentrating on some of 
the major sites that the 2015 pilgrimage to Istanbul from 11-18 April will visit.

The Publicity Committee has been busy discussing new and creative ways to 
publicise our services and activities in the community. We believe that effective 
publicity is an important element in the mission and outreach of our church. In 
developing a new advertising strategy we have identified the church website as 
something we would like to look at in the coming year. We would like to have 
feedback on the website and hope to have a consultation later in the autumn. 
If you feel that you would like to be involved in this review please let us know. 
This is not about the technical aspects of the website but rather a look at the 
content and the message we are conveying. Lucille Curran is the new chairman 
of the committee and you can email her on lucille.curran@chello.at. You can 
also speak to Sheila Hargreaves, Claus Michalek or Erica Schenk.

This year’s parish outing will be to Brno (Brünn) in the Czech Republic, which 
it was my delight to visit a few weeks ago. Petra and Pavla Kusa (our Czech 
twins) come from just outside Brno. The date has been set for Saturday 6 Sep-
tember, and we leave in the morning to arrive at Brno at midday, returning in 
the evening. More details will be given in August in the wrap, on our website 
and on Facebook. 

It gives me great pleasure as Chaplain to announce that what has been known 
for many years as the Nigerian Fest is returning in a new format. As of this year 
the fest will be known as the African Fest. We hope that Africans from across 
the continent and from across our congregation will welcome this change and 
participate fully in this new/old venture. The date is Saturday 25 October. I look 
forward to swinging a leg and being treated once again to the delight of African 
cuisine. No-one prepares beef like the Africans!

Soundings will continue in the autumn. The speakers lined up so far are Dr. 
Christian Hofreiter (Loving God: Genocide texts in the Old Testament, 23 Sep-
tember), Frank Sauer (Mission and Migration, 7 October), Nigel Reynard (Canon 
Law in the Church with reference to the Church of England, 21 October) and 
Nigel Shakespear (New Times Romanian, 4 November).
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In August, the Chaplain will be joined in the sanctuary by the Revd Matthew 
Earwicker. Matt will be the deacon at the Eucharist on Sunday, 10 August. He 
is serving his curacy in the Diocese of Salisbury in the parish of Salisbury St 
Mark and Laverstock St Andrew. The Revd Christoph Wutscher will celebrate the 
Eucharist on 17 August. He is serving his curacy in the Diocese of Chelmsford 
in the parish of Wanstead St Mary with Christ Church. Pastor Maria Scharf-
fenberg will celebrate the Eucharist on 24 August. She is the Swedish Lutheran 
priest in Vienna. We are in Full Communion with the Swedish Lutheran Church 
through the Porvoo Agreement.

Many of us will remember with joy the numerous bonfires (and barn dances) 
hosted by Nikki and Ted Scheiber in Himberg. This year, Ted and Nikki’s daugh-
ter Christina Zeitsch née Fritz invite members of Christ Church to join them at 
Himberg for prayers and a bonfire to remember and give thanks for Nikki on 30 
September (her birthday) at 1830 for a 19.00 start.

We have committed ourselves as a church to help out at a soup kitchen on at 
least four Saturdays a year. The name of the soup kitchen is   and it started as 
a soup kitchen for those who had been released from prison back into civilian 
society as a place for meeting and fellowship. The first endeavour on 31 May 
was a great success. The next two dates have been fixed. They are Saturday 20 
September and 15 November. Please contact Alexander Rösch, if you would like 
to help (a.roesch@gmx.at, 0650/674 22 77).

The Christ Church Reading Group resumes in September. On 18 September we 
will Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. We meet again on 23 October 
when we will look at Forty Rules of Love by Elif Shafak. Both meetings begin at 
18.30 in the Church Office. Newcomers are most welcome to come along and 
see if they want to join us on a regular basis. 

The Council are meeting for a planning day on Saturday 9 August. The day will 
be hosted by Elisabeth Stanners.

There will be a wine-tasting in the church centre on 12 September.  

Details to follow.The Revd Aileen Hackl is planning another Animal Blessing 
Service. It will be held in early October in the church.  Details to follow.
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Not only did the rain of the previ-
ous week hold off for the annual 

Church BBQ, but the sun shone in 
profusion throughout the afternoon. 
A lively cross-section of the Church 
Church community —nearly 80 in 
all—gathered at our home in Vien-
na’s 22nd district. While the younger 
children enjoyed a cooling swim in 
the pool, the adults sat in the shade, 
providing an opportunity for the 
newer members of the congregation 
to get to know their new “family”.

Natascha and Sanj, our daughter 
and son-in-law did us proud on the 
BBQ, assisted by Claus Vogl, while 
other members of the congregation 
helped with the washing up. Our 
particular thanks to Rosalind and 
Mary who came early on Sunday 
morning to help with last-minute 
food preparations and to Valentine 

who swung by by the following day 
to stack tables and chairs. Catering 
for such a large number is inevitably 
a daunting task, but it was made 
easier by those three volunteers!

It appeared that an enjoyable and 
relaxing time was had by all and 
even our dogs enjoyed the unusual 
attention of a large number of guests! 
The seventh BBQ in succession, this 
year’s event was slightly earlier in 
the summer than past years to make 
sure that the Chaplain—who was 
scheduled to leave for England the 
following day—and Lucille could 
attend. 

The growing attendance at the yearly 
event underlines the need for social 
get-togethers of this kind where we 
can come together as a church family 
in relaxed surroundings.  

Lazy Sunday Afternoon
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From the Church Registers

Hugo Tobias Leopold Klumpp on 25 May 
Thomas Reiter on 29 May 
Rafe William Ernst Watkins on 1 June

On 13 June, memorial service for Felicia Olufunke Adeyemi

On 24 May at Schloss Gloggnitz, Tony Jones and Cornelia 
Hummer

On 11 July, funeral of Dusan Krotin at the Zentralfriedhof, 
Evangelische Kirche

On 14 July funeral of Peter Stallybrass at the Zentralfriedhof

Our Chaplain, the Ven. Patrick Curran, has a practised hand with infants and baby Thomas 
Reiter didn’t put up too much of protest!
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Talking to members of the con-
gregation after church the other 

day, I was quite surprised to discover 
how many had never been into the 
shop. If anyone spots me after 
church and would like to see what 
our good volunteers are up to, don’t 
hesitate to trap me and I will show 
you around.

Did you know that we are probably 
the largest retailer of English second 
hand books in Vienna. We have 
an amazing selection of “white el-
ephants”. You would be staggered by 
all those objects you didn’t know you 
needed. You can equip your entire 
summer or winter wardrobe for very 
little and by adding our accessories, 
such as sunglasses in summer and 
shawls in winter, you may exit as 
though you have won the lottery.  
Perhaps not the million Euro prize, 
but pretty elegant nevertheless.  
Children’s toys range from outdoor 
activities to quiet time play.

However, in order to remain 
attractive and successful it is 
essential that a good volume of 
good quality donations are received. 
From September on we are hoping 
that you will search through your 
homes for items that you may not 
require, ask your friends to do the 
same and don’t forget that friends 
who are leaving may not be able to 
take all their treasures with them. 
Trap them in the same way as I hope 
you will trap me.

Opening hours during July and Au-
gust:  Tuesday–Friday, 9.30–13.00.
Opening hours from September:  
Tuesday–Friday, 9.30–16.00 and 
Saturday 9.30–12.00.

In case you are passing this article 
on to someone, else the address is 
Salesianergasse 20, 1030 Vienna. 
For all enquires as to the suitability 
of items, please phone the shop 718 
4634 during opening hours.

by D
iana D

opheide
PLEASE STEP IN ...
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First it was the insect-catching 
flowers that caught, and held, 

the attention of nature-enthusiasts, 
walking through the Lobau on a 
cloudy, but dry Saturday in June. 
Aristolochia clematitis, in German 
“Osterluzei” and in English “birth-
wort”, “pipevine” or “Dutchman’s 
pipe”, was one of a multitude of 
new plants (and insects) we were 
introduced to by Christ Church’s 
resident botonist—actually all-round 
scientist—Claus Vogl. The occasion 
was the first dedicated Christ Church 
Nature Walk, enjoyed by a range of 

generations of parishioners (and a 
few neighbours), some in a stroller 
or on their parents’ shoulders, oth-
ers following on at a leisurely pace. 
Claus opened our eyes to what for 
many were familiar surroundings 
so that future walks in the Lobau 
will take on another dimension. We 
learned, for example, why snails 
climb up stalks far enough to avoid 
being eaten by beetles but not too 
high to risk dehydration. We studied 
the water, the fish and pond plants, 
with the children drawing Claus’ 
attention to countless “discoveries” 
along the way. 

Afterwards we came home for a 
“picnic” tea around the dining room 
table since it seemed that we had all 
had enough fresh air for the day!

Christ Church Nature Lovers
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by Lucille C
urran

Gracious God, look in mercy on all to whom great sorrow has come. 

Console and protect those who have lost loved ones. 

Strengthen those who minister to the grieving. 

Give your light in darkness to all who are near to despair, and assure them 
that you hold all souls in life.

Afew weeks ago Patrick was in 
the UK attending a conference. 

One of the people he met was a 
director of Premier Christian Radio. 
Patrick was able to speak with some 
authority because I have become 
an occasional listener after hear-
ing about an interview with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury held on 
Premier. So in the morning it is Radio 
4 for the Today programme followed 
by a lunchtime check in with CBC 
Halifax (how else will I know that 
there is a whale in Spry Bay or a 
moose at a Tim Horton’s drive thru!). 
In between, I may check to see what 
is on Premier. 

Premier Christian Radio started off 
as a London-based station however 
it has now gone nationwide, with an 
international presence via the Inter-
net. It is owned by a Christian charity 
so it relies on the support of its lis-
teners to meet its costs. It has a wide 
variety of programmes representing 

all parts of the 
church in the 
UK. This means 
you have to do a bit 
of searching to find 
what you like. 

Not everything 
will be to your 
taste. For in-
stance, I’m not 
so keen on the American-style 
teaching programmes, however I 
love the Saturday afternoon theo-
logical/apologetic debates and in-
terviews and the worship music as 
used here at the Six O’clock Service. 
They also have a news programme 
looking at items from a Christian 
perspective —sometimes hit or miss, 
but they try.

They have just updated their website 
so there are a lot of videos and on 
demand programmes to listen to. 
The address is www.premier.org.uk .

Prayer of the Month

Prayer of The Revd Canon Mark Collinson, the Chaplain of Christ Church, Amsterdam  
for those who lost their lives on flight MH17

Premier Christian Radio
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Over the past year the servers 
have been busy refreshing their 

skills. At the ordination held at Christ 
Church just before Easter, one of 
the visiting clergymen said he was 
surprised with the quality of our 
servers. Of course, some are more 
experienced than others so we have 
had a series of training days to get 
everyone up to speed and working 
as a team. 

In the early autumn we had a lunch 
for servers and families followed by 
a training day in Advent when we 
learned a bit about Evensong and 
about the vessels and linens used for 
Holy Communion. The training day 
in the spring didn’t quite work out as 
planned so we met after church one 
Sunday when the old hands helped 
train up two new servers. 

This autumn we will kick off the 
season with a training session 
followed by lunch in the Chaplain’s 
flat. This will take place on Sunday, 
14 September after the 10 o’clock 

service. Anyone interested in serving 
should speak to me or email me 
at lucille.curran@chello.at. To be 
a server, you need to have been 
confirmed and be able to arrive 
at church by 9.45 on a Sunday 
morning!

Service on Sunday
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In and Around Christ Church

On 22 June, the congregation was 
once again treated to a lively 

and entertaining sermon by Revd. 
Christian Hofreiter, our “Tyrolian 
Anglican” priest with permission to 
officiate. July 13 saw reader Laura 
Fairburn in the pulpit for another 
enlightening and stimulating hom-
ily. A big thanks to all those who 
step in whenever the Chaplain and 
Revd. Aileen Hackl are away from 
Vienna. 

In June, Christ Church had to say 
goodbye to its Choir Director, Jack 

Ridley, who is returning to the UK 
to continue his studies. A classics 
scholar, pianist and conductor, 
Jack helped broaden the choir’s 
repertoire, introducing some new 
composers and arrangements. A 
fine singer and pianist himself, we 
recently heard him play at the Gala 
Concert held at the British Embassy. 
He will be missed both by members 
of the choir and the congregation.

Once again, members of the con-
gregation turned out in national 

costume on Pentecost, underlining 
the cultural and ethnic richness of 
Christ Church. A black and white 
photo cannot do justice to the col-
ourful and decorative attire, particu-
larly of the African members of the 
community. While many churches in 
England accept a more casual form 
of dress, it is refreshing that many at 
Christ Church still choose to “dress 
up” for our services. 
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE TIME EVENT

Aug 6 (Wed) 18.00 Concert: St Martin’s Episcopal Church choir 

Aug 9 (Sat) 10.30 Church Council Envisaging day 

Aug  17 (Sun) 10.00 Sung Eucharist: 

Celebrant Revd Christoph Wutscher

Aug 27 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Aug 31 (Sun) 10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist

Sept 3 (Wed) 18.30 Church Council meeting

Sept 4 (Thurs) 18.30 Enthronement and installation of 

Bishop Robert Innes at the Gibraltar Cathedral

Sept 6 (Sat) Parish Outing to Brno, CZ

Sept 7 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist

18.00 Evening Prayer with hymns

Sept 12 (Fri)  Wine-tasting – tbc 

Sept 18 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group: Americanah by 

Chimamanda Adichie

Sept 20 (Sat) 08.00 CC team on duty at ‘s Häferl; next provisional  

date 15 November

Sept 23 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Loving God – Genocide in the Old  

Testament, Christian Hofreiter

Sept 25-28 Archdeaconry Synod, Prague

Sept 30 (Tues) tba Bonfire in Himberg in memory of Nikki

Oct 1 (Weds) 18.45 Ministry Committee

Oct 5 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving

18.00 Choral Evensong

Oct 7 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Mission and Migration, Frank Sauer

Oct 23 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group: The 40 rules of love by Elif Shafak

Nov 9 (Sun) Remembrance Sunday

Nov 11 (Tues) 10.50 Remembrance Day service, Klagenfurt (tbc)

Nov 22 (Sat) Annual Bazaar – provisional date 
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English Vet
English Veterinary Surgeon Dr. Martin 
Werther (former pupil of Laura´s) 
Tierambulatorium Burggasse 91 1070 
Vienna Tel. 01/5234122 Emergency 
0699/11546952 e-mail werther@tabg.
at www. tierambulatorium-burggasse.
at Home visits outside surgery hours 
“I treat every one´s pet as if he or she 
were my own”.

Temporary accommodation
An inquiry has been received from  
Greg Ehlert, a pastor in Greeley, 
Colorado, USA. Scott, one of their 

Household Help Available
I am amature music student looking 
for employment. I can cook and 
clean for a family and can undertake 
some child-care responsibilities. I 
would need a family to be flexible 
regarding working hours; days and 
times of work would be: Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays, 8:00-13:00 hrs.  I love to 
cook and bake marvellous cakes and 
cookies; I am computer literate and I 
am experienced in caring for elderly 
people. References are available on 
request. Call Brenda on 0676/4333 
033 or email decembercorrect@
hotmail.com. 

Personal Ads

members will be in Vienna between 8 
and 30 October working on a Masters 
of Business Administration degree 
programme. He is single, 40 years old 
and a very intelligent, gentle Christian 
man. Would anyone be willing to 
host him in their home or know of 
anyone else who might have a spare 
room for three weeks? If so, please 
contact Pastor Greg by email to greg@
csgreeley.org. 

It came as a sad shock to learn of 
the recent and sudden death of 
Carina Sulzer at the end of June. 
She was confirmed at Christ Church 
in May by Bishop David Hamid 
(see Crossways issue 78) and 
those attending will 
recall her radiance 
throughout the 
ceremony, her 
elegance and 
her lovely smile. 
She will be in 
our prayers and our 
thoughts are with her 
family in their loss. 



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




