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This month’s cover shows two of the candidates 
for Confirmation on 18 May: Luisa Schrempf 
(left) and Jessica Klein (see article on pp 8-10). 
after they were handed their Confirmation 
candles by Bishop David Hamid.
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Judy

It never ceases to amaze me that the greater the num-
ber of labour-saving devices one acquires, the less 

time one has to while away doing very little. For years 
now, the paperless office—at home and work—has 
saved us the chore of filing. Many if not most homes 
have gadgets to switch on sound systems, draw the 
blinds, peel the potatoes, knead and bake bread (if we 
pine after the “home-made” variety); robots to vacuum 
the floor, mow the lawn and computers to take the effort 
out of letter-writing, publishing, banking and booking 
a civil wedding, to mention just a few of the countless 
instances where computerization is supposed to take 
the stress out of day-to-day life. The other day, I could 
even select, on-line, which tree I wanted to cut down in 
my garden, marking an X against the appropriate tree 
on a plan of our garden that miraculously appeared 
when I entered our address. All this should, in theory, 
translate into a wealth of free time to savour, at leisure, 
the fruits of retirement, or for those with careers, a 
weekend of relaxation.

In practice, in the same way that nature abhors a vacu-
um, so we tend to fill every minute of our waking hours 
being busy. The Holy Week services, marked by silence, 
contemplation and prayer, provided a welcome oppor-
tunity to catch ones breath, simply to be rather than to 
do. The Christ Church retreat last weekend provided a 
chance to move away from the fast lane and explore 
a slower, gentler path. Quiet time with God helps put 
things in perspective, forces us to make priorities and 
recognize what is truly important and what is simply 
“busyness” for the sake of being busy. The 10.00 Sun-
day services at church are a jubilant celebration of the 
Eucharist but allow little time for silent prayer. This is 
why I particularly welcomed Lucille Curran’s initiative 
to have a day of prayer and meditation at Christ Church 
during Advent last year, when one could escape the 
hectic of a Saturday Christmas shopping for an hour 
or so of silence and closeness to God. 

I trust that the summer months will provide an oppor-
tunity for us all to slow down and smell the roses, not 
least the Chaplain and Lucille who I trust will enjoy a 
well-deserved rest on their vacation in July.
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At the end of June the Revd 
Christoph Wutscher will be 

ordained priest and Matthew 
Earwicker and Sarah Guinness 
will be ordained deacons. Both 
Christoph and Matt were spon-
sored by Christ Church, as well 
as Mike Waltner, who is present-
ly in training on the Eastern Re-
gion Ministry Course. One of the 
things that I believe the Church 
of England and especially our 
Diocese does well is to discern 

vocations to the ordained ministry of 
God’s Church. I write God’s Church 
because I am confident that Christoph 
and Matt will have ministries that 
will benefit the Church beyond the 
confines of the Church of England or 
the Anglican Tradition. 

At the end of April the Archbishop 
of Canterbury’s office announced 
that Robert Innes was to be the next 
Diocesan Bishop for the Diocese of 
Gibraltar in Europe. It was my privi-
lege with five others (three laity and 
three clergy) to represent our diocese 
on the Nominations Committee. The 

meetings chaired by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury were held at Lambeth 
Palace. The diocesan representatives 
worked hard to ensure that the voice 
of our diocese was heard. Robert 
Innes will be consecrated Bishop on 
20 July in Canterbury Cathedral. He 
will be enthroned in our diocesan 
cathedral in Gibraltar on 4 September 
after having taken up his work as a di-
ocesan bishop on 1 September. Please 
keep him in your prayers. With a new 
diocesan bishop comes a new phase 
of ministry for our diocese that in time 
will come to impact on our ministry 
here at Christ Church together with 
our satellites in Klagenfurt, Ljubljana 
and Zagreb as well as the Eastern 
Archdeaconry to which our chaplain-
cy has contributed much by support-
ing less well resourced chaplaincies 
and congregations. Janet Berkovic, 
a leading member of our congrega-
tion in Zagreb, has completed all but 
one of the necessary modules for her 
training as a Reader.

She and I are hoping that she can be 
licensed as a Reader by the end of 

the year. In June the 
Revd Canon Dr Simon 
Stephens will retire 
as chaplain of St An-
drew’s, Moscow.  He 
has served the church 
there with commit-
ment ,  energy and 
devotion. He will be 
sorely missed espe-
cially as the auctioneer 
of the annual Eastern 
archdeaconry synod 

Ordinand Mike Waltner
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auction. He has been a good friend. 
Russia is not for the faint-hearted 
as Simon will be the first to testify. 
Bishop David was able to appoint the 
Revd Clive Fairclough to succeed him. 
He will take up his post as chaplain 
in August.

Ministry comes in all shapes and 
sizes, but receives a public expression 
through the ordained ministry of the 
Church and also through the elected 
members of church bodies for exam-
ple churchwardens, council members, 
Eastern archdeaconry representatives 
and diocesan synod representatives, 
as well as through various ministries 
like those of sidespersons, interces-
sors, chalice administrators etc. The 
church is a living organism made up of 
a variety of people with very different 
gifts and skills. 

We saw some of these unite for the 
Gala concert in May that with the 

permission of the British Ambassador 
was held in the British Residence. It 
was a splendid occasion. It is hoped 
that in time it might be possible to do 
something similar again. The Gala 
concert was attended by Bishop David 
Hamid, who was in Vienna to meet 
with the Church council on Saturday 
and to preside at the Confirmation 
service on Sunday at which five adults 
and two teenagers were confirmed. 
Bishop David has a special gift when 
it comes to conducting confirmations 
and I was moved each time he ad-
dressed the candidate directly and 
reminded him or her of the meaning 
of their name and how that name was 
a responsibility and an inspiration, 
a guiding principle to be put in the 
service of Christ. 

In the Gospel set for the Fifth Sunday 
of Easter (John 14.1-14) Jesus says 
to the disciples that if they cannot 
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The Diocese of Gibraltar was founded on 21 August 1842 to assume 
pastoral care of the chaplaincies and congregations ranging from Syria 
in the East to Spain in the West. In 1883 the Bishop of London appointed 
a suffragan bishop, who was later given the title of Bishop of Fulham, to 
supervise the chaplaincies in north and central Europe.

From 1970 the jurisdiction of North and Central Europe, together with the 
Diocese of Gibraltar, was in the episcopal care of one bishop, the Bishop 
of Fulham and Gibraltar. In July 1980 a single diocese was formed with 
the title The Diocese in Europe, and it became the 44th Diocese of the 
Church of England. The Bishop of the Diocese is assisted by a Suffragan 
Bishop and Assistant Bishops. 

believe that he and the Father are 
one and that they mutually dwell in 
one another, then they should believe 
him because of the works (the signs) 
themselves. At Christ Church we can 
see signs and they are not so few, 
yet some still doubt. In June we will 
see a new venture led by a newer 
member of Christ Church, Alexander 
Rösch. About four times a year we 
will as a church assist in the running 
of a soup kitchen. This soup kitchen 
originated some years ago in order to 
provide meals for those who were be-
ing released from prison back into the 
community. This is a very welcome 
development and one that I commend 
so that together as the people of God 
we can make a selfless contribution to 
the welfare of our city. This initiative 
also dovetails with our prison-visiting 
initiative that is inching its way to-
wards fifteen years of faithful ministry. 

It has been a demanding year for me 
with a few extra responsibilities – e.g. 
serving on the Nominations Commit-
tee which together with the diocese 

sought to appoint a new diocesan 
bishop, as well as being elected by the 
clergy of our diocesan synod to be the 
chair of clergy of the diocesan synod, 
which I regard as a great honour. I am 
now looking forward to my annual 
leave, which Lucille and I will spend 
with my mother in Hamburg.

During the summer months I hope 
and trust that you will make time 
for refreshment, relaxation and rec-
reation, as well as friends and family 
rooted in a faith that gives life (cf John 
5.21, 6.33, 6.53 and esp. 10.10) and 
resists and is resistant to adding to the 
destruction of all that is good in our 
world. Let us echo with the Psalmist 
these words, “Not to us, O Lord, not to 
us, but to your name give glory, for the 
sake of your steadfast love and your 
faithfulness. (Psalm 115.1).
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The next Bishop of Gibraltar in 
Europe will be the Reverend 

Canon Dr Robert Innes (54), currently 
Senior Chaplain and Chancellor of the 
Pro-Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in 
Brussels. The appointment was made 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Bishop of London and the Archbishop 
of Lokoja, a representative appointed 
by the Standing Committee of the 
Anglican Consultative Council and 
the Primates in consultation with 
representatives elected by the diocese 
and the Central Members of the Crown 
Nominations Commission.

Canon Innes graduated in engineering 
from Cambridge University. He and 
his wife Helen have three daughters 
and a son. He worked in electricity 
power stations and a major interna-
tional business consultancy before 
training for the ministry at Cranmer 
Hall, Durham in 1989. He served his 
title in the Diocese of Durham whilst 
also working as a lecturer at St John’s 

College, Durham (1995 to 1999) after 
which he spent six years as Vicar 
of St Mary Magdalene, Belmont, on 
the outskirts of Durham. He became 
Senior Chaplain and Chancellor of 
the Pro-Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, 
Brussels in 2005. He was additionally 
appointed a Chaplain to Her Majesty 
the Queen in 2012. Canon Robert 
Innes will be commissioned and 
consecrated on 20 July at Canterbury 
Cathedral.

The new bishop will be based in 
Brussels and work closely with the 
Diocesan Office in London. He says it 
is timely that news of his appointment 
comes on the twentieth anniversary 
of the opening of Eurostar adding; 
“It links Britain and mainland Europe 
in a very physical way. My job as 
a bishop will be to build links and 
bridges—between England and the 
continent and between the different 
parts of our huge European diocese. 
My home will continue to be in Brus-
sels and the office of the Bishop and 
his Chaplain will be based there. 
Though I can imagine I might become 
known as the “Eurostar Bishop”, as 
I expect to be commuting regularly 
between Brussels and the diocesan 
office in London!” 

The Suffragan Bishop in Europe, Rt 
Rev David Hamid, whose office will 
continue to be based in London, says 
“It will be a joy to welcome Robert 
among us as diocesan bishop ... we 
all look forward to supporting him in 
his new role as he leads us on our 
journey as God’s people in the diocese 
in Europe.”

The New Bishop of Europe
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On 18 May, the Fifth Sunday of 
Easter, Bishop David Hamid led 

a baptism and confirmation service. 
For many in the congregation, it was 
a blessing to follow the service. In 
his usual, dignified manner, Bishop 
David also took time after the service 
to renew acquaintances with many 
in the congregation. 

He gave a sermon that taught as 
much as it entertained. The topic 
was “the Way,” an earlier, ages-old 
terminology used to identify and 
describe Christians and Christianity.  
The Bishop said the age in question 
saw Christians as “people on the 
way” to meet the risen Lord who, 
after defeating death, had asked 
them to follow in his footsteps.  
Bishop David quoted the South Afri-
can Archbishop, the Right Reverend 

Desmond Tutu who, today, is still 
preaching to Christians and others 
across the globe to seek to follow 
“the Way.” 

Bishop David baptised and con-
firmed what appeared to be a com-
paratively large number of candi-
dates; Sarah Harrison, Jessica Klein, 
Gospel Nwoha Jr, James Okoli, Luisa 
Schrempf, Katherine Schultz and 
Carina Sulzer. In his now familiar 
style, the Bishop welcomed each 
candidate individually to the fold.  
He then touched upon the meaning 
and origin of the names of some of 
the candidates: Gospel, he said, was 
abundant, absolute gift; Sarah meant 
princess in Hebrew; and Jessica was 
Hebraic, Iscar, niece of Abraham 
(first chapter of John). A clearly en-
thusiastic congregation welcomed 
them all to the body of Christ and 
asked them to shine as a light in the 
world to the glory of God, the Father. 

Confirmation at Christ Church
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The only thing missing from the 
memorial service held on 12 April 

for Fred (Siegfried) Gruber was Fred 
Gruber himself. Fred had become so 
much a fixture at Christ Church that it 
is easy to feel his presence still among 
us. We will miss his unique sense of 
humour, his astonishing breadth and 
depth of knowledge, his service to 
Christ Church in so very many ca-
pacities, and above all his friendship.

Those who spoke at his memorial 
service—the Venerable Patrick Cur-
ran, his son and daughter, his grand-
children and a family friend—showed 
us a Fred beyond Christ Church, yet 
the attributes that marked him as a 
devoted family man were the very 
same we admired in him as a much 

loved and respected member of 
our congregation.

Fred the family man was 
a devoted and adoring 

husband of 69 years. His 
wife Betty—or Bettylein 

as he called her—was, 
quite simply the light of his 
life. He would still gaze at his 

wife with the same 
love that he must 
have shown back 
in 1945 when he, 
a foreigner, asked 
a young Yorkshire 
lass for a dance at 
de Montfort Hall 
in Leicester one 
cold and blustery 
January  n ight . 
We were told that 
Betty’s greatest 

God Speed, Dear Friend

consolation in her sorrow was that 
Fred would once again be reunited 
with the family he lost in 1938 when 
he left Austria for England on the 
Kindertransport that both saved and 
forever changed his life. The words 
of his father as they said their final 
goodbyes at the Westbahnhof—and 
it was the last time Fred was to see 
his parents—continued to ring in his 
ears: “Never forget that this is your 
home”. Despite his love of his new 
home Yorkshire and his unflagging 
patriotism to his adopted country, it 
was to Vienna he returned and Vienna 
that was to be his final resting place.

His children and grandchildren re-
vealed a side of Fred that might not 
have been known to the congregation 
at large. He was, we were told, an 
inspirational father and grandfather. 
His high moral standards, his ability 
to overcome the sorrows of his early 
life, his total trustworthiness and de-
pendability served as an example to 
his entire family. His stories of Ooly 
Owl, the poltergeist and Aunty Ethel, 
written by Fred for his grandchildren, 
will be passed down through the 
generations. For outsiders, it was a 
privilege to see the way Fred’s family 
supported him and each other during 
his final months and Fred never took 
for granted the blessing given him by 
God of a united and loving family. It 
was the love of his family that taught 
him to laugh in the face of adversity.

Fred the intellectual represented a 
fount of wisdom that is now gone from 
us for ever. His special affinity with 
history, politics and—yes—football 
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made him an authority on all three 
subjects as well as others that he em-
braced with almost equal enthusiasm. 
Indeed, football ran in his blood since 
his father was a member of the first 
football club to be officially registered 
in Austria in 1894. Fred enjoyed read-
ing on a wide range of topics and was 
always ready to share his views on 
a new book he had discovered. He 
contributed a number of interesting 
and highly informative articles to this 
magazine and its predecessor. 

God played a very important role in 
Fred’s life and he never ceased to ask 
questions about God and his faith. He 
enjoyed long, theological discussions. 
His quest for knowledge was endless, 
doubtless one of the reasons that he 
was an eminently knowledgeable 
man! His contribution to the life of our 
church was immense, and continued 
right up to the time of his death. Just 
last year, he gave three addresses at 
Christ Church, the first on 18 May 
2013 at the time of the inauguration 
of the plaque that commemorated 
the 75th anniversary of the baptism 
(and ultimate salvation) of 1,8  00 
Jews by the Revds. Hugh Grimes and 
Frederick Collard. Fred wrote about 
the two men in Crossways no. 72 
(see the church website).The second 
occasion was the commemoration of 
the evacuation of several thousand 
Jewish children in 1938 to escape the 
pogrom. Fred spoke of his own per-
sonal experience. There were few dry 
eyes in the church and he received a 
standing ovation both for his eyewit-
ness account of history unfolding and 

as a mark of our love and appreciation 
for the man he had become. His third 
address at Christ Church was on a 
happier occasion: the blessing of the 
marriage of his granddaughter Katie 
to George on 24 November.

Fred’s jokes were legend, although his 
soft voice, the habitual noise in the 
Centre and the somewhat extended 
length of his stories meant that we 
were not always able to grasp the 
punch-line first time around! Fred, 
we loved you, respected you and will 
keep you forever close to our hearts!

Fred’s son Martin raises his glass to his father at a reception 
held in the British Embassy after the memorial service

The next generation: three of Fred and Betty’s grandchildren,  
Toby, Daisy and Katie 
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Of Good Understanding ...

My memory of the first time I met 
Abigail will always stay with 

me. It was my birthday and I was on 
the 40A bus into town, finding my feet 
in what for me was still an unfamiliar 
city. At Sternwartestrasse a pushchair, 
laden with equipment for the day, 
was propelled through the doors. In 
the buggy was a blonde-haired little 
girl who I now know, of course, to 
have been Chloe, and hanging onto 
the buggy, only just able to see over 
the top, was a dark-haired girl with 
bunches - Sasha, of course. A tall, 
graceful lady, immaculate even at that 
early hour, and talking in a beautiful 
English that immediately made my 
ears prick up, proceeded to navigate 
the pushchair efficiently through the 
crowd of less than co-operative pas-
sengers, and parked it with a polite 
decisiveness that I admired. 

The little group, with its chatter and 
bustle, exuded a sense of anticipation 
and excitement about the day ahead, 
and a certain energy spread amongst 
the bleary-eyed commuters. The over-
filled bus was stifling, and so, hands 
full with mobile phone and half-eaten 
apple, Abigail made paper fans for the 
girls, which they were delighted with. 
The traffic was stop-go, so to amuse 
them further, she launched into a song 
that I recognised from Mary Poppins, 
and there was no mistaking her voice 
as anything other than that of a pro-
fessional opera singer.

After a while, as mothers, and fellow 
English-speakers, tend to do, we got 
chatting, and we didn’t stop. I heard 
about little Max, then only 6 weeks 
old and almost exactly the same age 
as my daughter; about Igor —Abigail’s 
pride in both of them was palpable 
—and about how lucky they were 
to have the children’s grandparents, 
Nonna and Dino, just down the road. 
By the time we had reached the girls’ 
kindergarten at the end of the Wip-
plinger Strasse, I had learned about 
Christ Church, the Sunday school, the 
toddler group, the Christingle service, 
I had been invited to join a weekly 
children’s music group at Abigail’s 
flat, I had been given an outline of 
the Austrian school system, we had 
swapped reading tips and I had even 
learned that when preparing Christ-
mas dinner one must on no account 
confuse Peterwuerzeln with Pastinaken. 

After saying goodbye to Abigail that 
morning I immediately picked up 

Abigail Stancik Zafiropolu lost a coura-
geous fight to cancer on 11 April. Some 
of her friends share their memories of her 
although each of us will have his or her 
own personal memories.
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and Beautiful Countenance
1 Samuel 25:3

my mobile to tell my husband about 
what could not have been a better 
start to my birthday, and from that 
moment on, Vienna became for me 
a very different place. In retrospect, 
in that first encounter, so much of 
what makes Abigail such a wonderful 
person was clear to see that morning: 
her utter commitment to, and joy in, 
the here and now; her enthusiasm for 
helping build, and for contributing 
to, her community; her commitment 
to Christ Church; her generosity; her 
sensitivity; her effervescent sense of 
humour and, at times, her unexpected 
and witty irreverence; her talent; her 
style; her subtle intelligence and 
intellectual curiosity; her openness 
to and enjoyment of others; her gift 
for dealing with any logistical chal-
lenge effortlessly and gracefully; the 
absolute pleasure that she took in her 
three children and the smallest details 
of their lives—not just because they 
were her children, but because they 
were who they were. Abigail enriched 
the lives of so many people in a very 
real and lasting way. She is so very 
much missed, and she will never be 
forgotten.

Abigail had such a cheerful, really 
delightful personality, greeted always 

with a happy smile.  She and her sister 
Cordelia were studying Voice in Vienna 
and during these years Abi attended 
services regularly, her beautiful voice 
sounding from the back of the church 
where she usually sat. She attended the 
Open House for youngsters which former 
Chaplain Jeremy Peake and his wife Min 

hosted, was Church Secretary as she had 
some spare time during her studies. She 
was very committed to our Christ Church 
community. I remember the concert she 
gave in our church, “for the glory of God” 
she said, attended by the visiting Arch-
bishop of Canterbury Dr. George Carey 
and British Ambassador Anthony Figgis.

Marriage to Igor produced Sasha, Chloe 
and Max, with baptisms at Christ Church 
except for Chloe who was baptized by Rev. 
Sally Wells in France. We watched the 
children grow as they were in church most 
Sundays, their place by the magazine 
table seemingly reserved for them. Abigail 
enjoyed being a mother and wanted very 
much to live to bring them up, as she 
told me shortly before she passed on.  
Her faith in God was very strong, she 
was conscious of God´s presence within 
her. She asked me to tell the congrega-
tion to keep praying for her as she felt 
the prayers and drew strength from this 
wave of love. Her faith and courage 
never faltered despite the health trials.  

Erica Schenk

Abigail on the steps of Christ Church with a 
young Sasha and baby Chloe
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On behalf of Abigail I would like to 
thank all members of Christ Church 
who supported her in so many dif-
ferent ways during her long illness. 
The church meant much to her and 
she enjoyed helping in the office, 
running the Toddlers’ group, work-
ing in the Bazaar and of course 
the singing and the music. Even 
though latterly she was not well 
enough to attend she was always 
interested in what was going on 
and grateful for all the prayers of-
fered on her behalf.

A sum of money has been collected 
in her memory and we decided to 
give it to “Everyone’s Child Roma-
nia”. The welfare of children was 
dear to Abigail’s heart so I am sure 
she would approve. 

She was still cheerful when I last saw 
her in hospital about a week before she 
died. Her children reflect her care and 
devotion and Sasha said to me last week, 
“I love going to church.”

Abi, although I miss your physical pres-
ence, I know that you continue to live 
more fully in another dimension where 
pain and sorrow are no more, you live 
in my heart and I ask that you pray for 
us even as we pray for you. May Light 
Perpetual always shine upon you. 
   Hyacinth

I got to know Abigail many years 
ago when she came to Vienna after 

studying in Switzerland and was busy 
travelling for auditions throughout 
Europe. We both went to Sally Wells’ 
House Group. Abigail was searching 
in many ways and was eager to be a 
part of a good theological discussion. 
She was an avid reader and loved po-
etry. She often shared her discoveries 
with me, like the following prayer/
poem by Ralph Wright. It seemed to 
have resounded with her in the situa-
tion she was in at the time. I liked it so 
much that I committed it to memory 
and when I happened to be leading 
the intercessions on the Sunday after 
Abigail’s death, I decided to say the 
prayer as a way of remembering her.  

Anoint the wounds of my spirit with the 
balm of forgiveness
pour the oil of your calm on the waters 
of my heart
take the squeal of frustration from the 
wheels of my passion

that the power of your tenderness may 
smooth the way I love
that the tedium of giving in the risk of 
surrender
and the reaching out naked to a world 
that must wound
may be kindled fresh daily to a blaze of 
compassion
that the grain may fall gladly to burst in 
the ground—and the harvest abound.

The more I say the prayer, the more 
I realize it is about the implications 
and cost of discipleship and about 
our vulnerability,yet is also a prayer 
of trust and hope. Thank you, Abigail.

Penn Zafiropulo

Christine Kohlmann
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Brother Samuel surprised everyone 
apart from his school chaplain 

when, at the age of 17, he decided that 
he wanted to be ordained as a priest in 
the Church of England. On the advice 
of the chaplain, he took a year off to 
work as a metal plater in a foundry 
in Birmingham before joining Kings’ 
College, London, to study theology. 
It was during his time as a curate 
in Liverpool that he met a group of 
Franciscan brothers and saw clearly 
the path God had chosen for him. 

As a friar, Brother Samuel travels 
near and far. He has spent time in 
the Solomon Islands, Papua New 
Guinea and Zimbabwe, as well as a 
number of European countries. He 
has worked with young offenders 
and people of many different cultures 
and strives to develop a new pattern 
of Franciscan life. He has led retreats 
and pilgrimages where his unique 
blend of down-to-earth pragmatism 

and spiritual inspiration must cap-
tivate his audiences as indeed it did 
so memorably at the Christ Church 
retreat. His chosen name Samuel (he 
was baptised Richard) was partly to 
honour a much-loved Golden Re-
triever named Sam and partly because 
he had always been fascinated by the 
Bible story of the young Samuel. 

Home when he is not travelling is 
the Franciscan Friary in Hilfield in 
deepest Dorset that he shares with 
six other brothers of the Society of 
St. Francis and a number of novices. 
The latter hail from different countries 
in Europe, from Sweden to Romania. 
Brother Samuel feels immensely privi-
leged to be leading the life he does. He 
is enviable in that he is not weighed 
down by personal possessions, per-
sonal wealth of material commit-
ments. His state pension is channelled 
back into the community to help its 
upkeep. Hilfield Friary is self-sufficient 
and sustainable; additional revenue 
is derived from the contributions of 
visitors and participants in a range 
of courses run by the Friary on topics 
related to ecology, the environment, 
peacemaking and justice. If he had 
not been in Austria for our retreat, he 
would have been conducting a course 
entitled “Peace for our Planet”. 

The Friary welcomes a large num-
ber of visitors, some of whom stay 
for months or even years. Brother 
Samuel’s own nephew lived in the 
community for two years. Some 
visitors come out of a passion for 
the environment, others to explore 
life in a Christian community, others 
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to discover what God has in mind 
for them. There are a number of lay 
community members attached to the 
Friary, the youngest being three years 
old. They raise livestock and ensure 
that all its animals have happy lives 
and painless deaths. When animals 
are eventually slaughtered, they are 
treated with respect and no part of 
them is wasted, completing the cycle 
of life. Brother Samuel’s particular re-
sponsibility is  for the chickens but like 
the friars and other members of the 
community, he takes his turn wher-
ever he is needed.  Asked whether he 
or the other brothers ever retired, I 
was told that they simply go on until 
they drop. He cited the example of 
a recently deceased member of the 
community, who played an active role 
until his final illness at the age of 89.

The theme of this year’s Christ Church 
retreat at Stift Göttweig was “Living 
the Resurrection”. Wisely, retreat 
leader Brother Samuel decided that 
his talks would be reinforced by a 
visual message in the form of four 
pictures, one for each session.  

The first picture we looked at was 
Caravaggio’s Supper at Emmaus, where 
Christ is seated at a small table with 
the two disciples who have a look of 
incredulity on their faces as the iden-
tify of their guest suddenly dawns on 
them. The scene is simple, domestic 
and deliberately ordinary. It reminds 
us that the risen Christ is always with 
us and not simply present in church. 
Brother Samuel lamented the fact 
that religion has become over-insti-
tutionalised and has little place in our 

everyday lives. Our task for our first 
evening was to “contemplate”, or as 
the original Latin denotes, “gaze with 
love” on our fellow beings and try to 
see the world as God sees it.

The picture we were handed the fol-
lowing morning looked at first glance 
suspiciously like a pile of rubbish in 
the middle of Hilfield Friary chapel 
(formerly a cowshed). Entitled the 
“Recycled Easter Garden” a second 
look confirmed that it was indeed an 
assortment of trash in place of the 
primroses and spring flowers that tra-
ditionally decorate the Easter Garden. 
The message is easily discerned: God 
doesn’t do rubbish! Brother Samuel 
reminded us that the wounded body of 
Christ was not abandoned, but raised 
and glorified. God, he told us, does not 
wipe out wounds but embraces and 
exalts them. The same is true of the 
less than physically or perfect among 
us: the disabled, the mentally chal-
lenged, the sick. Our task: to identify 
what so-called rubbish could reveal 
God’s glory in our own lives? What 
are our own wounds?

The third address was arguably the 
most challenging, taking us, with a 
painting of the resurrection of man-
kind by the British artist Stanley Spen-
cer, to the question of the reincarna-
tion of the physical body on the Day of 
Judgement. As a commissioned artist 
during both World Wars, Spencer 
tried to make sense of the meaning-
less slaughter surrounding him in the 
context of the Resurrection of Christ. 
Brother Sam recognised that today’s 
society is not at ease with the concept 

è
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of death and for a 
great majority the 
idea of a Chris-
tian resurrection is 
an alien concept. 
The vast amount 
of t ime, money 
and energy de-
voted to prolong-
ing life have made 
hospitals today’s 
medieval cathe-
drals, yet only by 
embracing death, 
Brother Sam re-
minded us, can we 
come to fullness 
of life. Participants 
expressed concern 
at the concept of a 
physical resurrection and a discussion 
ensued on the meaning of the body 
and the spirit.

During the final address, Brother Sam 
invited us to study Piero della Franc-
esca’s powerful painting The Resurrec-
tion. The figure of Christ rises majes-
tically from the tomb, towering over 
the four sleeping guards. Brandishing 
the flag of the cross, della Francesca 
leaves us in no doubt who is in au-
thority. The painting is as much a 
political statement as a religious one 
since it adorned the interior wall of 
the communal meeting hall in Sanse-
polcro, Tuscany. It would have been 
a thorn in the eye of the Caesars who 
regarded themselves as the absolute 
rulers of the world, spiritual and oth-
erwise. The text selected by Brother 
Sam to accompany the painting, from 

the Book of Revelation (“Jesus Christ, 
the faithful witness, the firstborn of 
the dead and the ruler of the kings of 
the earth”) was likewise anathema 
to the Romans. The painting asks us 
to consider the question of who rules 
in our lives and to whom, ultimately, 
we give our allegiance. To answer that 
question, Brother Sam suggests con-
tinual in-depth study of the Scriptures 
and regular and frequent worship, 
without which our lives may run off 
the rails and lead us to forget to whose 
kingdom we belong.

Wise, profound, thought-provoking, 
illuminating and above all vitally 
relevant, Brother Samuel’s words will 
accompany us in our day to day lives 
and bring us to a greater understand-
ing of the mystery of the Resurrection 
and its impact on our Christian lives. 
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In the autumn I am planning the following two courses. In the first course we 
will view the BBC production The History of Christianity moderated by Diarmaid 
MacCulloch. It will provide an excellent entry into the second course, which 
will provide an overview of the history of Istanbul concentrating on some of 
the major sites that the 2015 pilgrimage will be visiting. The 2015 pilgrimage 
to Constantinople is being planned. I am working presently with two sets of 
dates and will be able to firm up shortly. It looks as if there is sufficient interest 
to go with either date. In the sessions on Istanbul I will also concentrate a little 
on the history of the Republic of Turkey as well as modern day Turkey so that 
the trip will be beneficial on a variety of levels. During the pilgrimage we will 
also gather for prayers once a day. We have two Anglican congregations in the 
city and we will visit both.

On Saturday, 14 June, we are planning a guided nature walk in the Lobau National 
Park, come rain or shine. Dr. Claus Vogl has kindly agreed to lead the walk that 
is especially geared for the younger members of the congregation (ideally, chil-
dren between 5 and 15). Older children and interested adults are of course very 
welcome to join. We meet at the home of John and Judy Castelino, Saltenstrasse 
65, Vienna 22 (U2 to Aspernstraße then bus 26A to Saltenstraße) at 11.00 and 
after light refreshments will make our way down the road to the Lobau. Wear 
comfortable walking shoes and bring a camera! After the walk, there will be a 
picnic in the garden and a chance for children to swim. A list will be posted at 
the back of the church, so please sign up! 

The council has scheduled a planning day in August. During Bishop David’s 
visit the council presented and discussed with him a position paper that we 
had been working on together after the news came through that it would not 
be possible to appoint four freestanding archdeacons. Some of the areas that 
we will be looking at during our planning day, which is also called envisioning 
day are ministry, communication, youth etc. 

This year’s parish outing will be to Brno (Brünn) in the Czech Republic, which it 
was my delight to visit a few weeks ago. Petra and Pavla Kusa (our Czech twins) 
come from just outside Brno. The date has been set for Saturday 6 September, 
and we are hoping for a good turnout. More information will be made available 
in the next edition of Crossways; also follow our website, Facebook and/or the 
wrap for further information nearer the time.
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Once again, John and I would like to invite all those attending the 10.00 service 
on Sunday, 6 July, to a barbecue at our home immediately following the service. 
For those who have not been before, this is an opportunity to relax with friends, 
welcome new members to the church and enjoy a summer afternoon together. 
All we ask that you bring is your good humour and a helping hand when it 
comes to clearing up the dishes etc. afterwards! There will be a sign-up list at 
the back of the church and it would be good if those who have space in their 
car could give a lift to those without their own transport. Our house is of course 
reachable by public transport (take the U2 to Aspernstraße, then the 26A to the 
end of our road) but it’s a 15 minute walk (through the fields) to our house from 
the bus-stop.         Judy Castelino

For your information I have been invited by the Director of Training of our dio-
cese to attend one of the St George’s Consultations at Windsor Castle, which I 
accepted with the support of the churchwardens. The summer consultation is 
entitled “God: Some Conversations”. In preparation for this consultation I have 
been asked to prepare and lead a Bible Study on 1 Kings 4.22-34, to write a 
book review on Ten Billion by Stephen Emmott and to write an essay on The 
Zealot by Reza Aslan. During the ten-day consultation, the participants will 
attend lectures on the following topics: church and social media, democracy, 
economics, education, family and relationships, God and the arts, population 
and Today’s Church.

A concert is taking place on Friday, 13 June that features music by a distigu-
ished composer in the history of Christ Church. Starting at 19.30, the concert 
is being held in Vienna’s second district (Bezirksamt-Leopoldstadt (Festsaal), 
Karmelitergasse 9, 1020 Vienna). 

Jörg Ulrich Krah on the violoncello and Hiroyo Masumura on the piano will 
play pieces by Eugene Hartzell (1932-2000), the late husband of parishioner 
Tatiana Hartzell and father of Melanie and Geney. His two pieces that will be 
performed at the concert are Sonata for Cello and Piano (1989) and Adagio for 
Cello and Piano (1958). Other composers featured on the programme are Felix 
Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809-1847), Erich Zeisl (1905-1959) and Jörg Ulrich 
Krah (b. 1976). 

Tickets are between €12-15 (reduced tickets at €9-12) and can be reserved by 
phone at 01-922 3878 (please leave a message if there is no answer). Payment 
can be made on the evening of the concert.
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Christ Church Gala Concert 

The Church community, along with 
friends and guests, gathered on 

Friday, 16 May at the residence of 
Her Excellency Madam Susan le Jeune 
d’Allegeershecque (CMG), British 
Ambassador to Austria. The occasion 
was a gala concert that featured what 
clearly ranked with the best of the 
best in classical music and opera. It 
certainly was an evening to remember. 

Welcoming the  d is t inguished 
audience, the Ambassador took the 
opportunity to commend the mission 
of Christ Church Vienna and thanked 
Archdeacon Patrick Curran for the 
work and contribution of the Church 
to Austrian society. She said the British 
Embassy was proud of its relationship 
with Christ Church. For its part, Christ 
Church is very appreciative of Her 
Excellency’s generosity, according the 
Church easier access to the Embassy 
premises for various events.  

The Gala Concert, with Christina Ste-
vens as moderator, was organized by 
the Christ Church Social Committee 
to raise funds in support of the work 
of the Church. Interest was such that 
tickets were quickly sold out. A special 
guest was the Right Reverend Suffra-
gan Bishop David Hamid, in Vienna 
on an official visit. 

The Gala Concert featured perfor-
mances by Margit Urbanetz Vig, 
Stephen Chaundy and Christ Church’s 
own Johanna Cabili-Reuss and Choir 
Director Jack Ridley who celebrated 
his birthday that day. London-born 
Jack Ridley read classics at Oxford 
University and studied piano with 

Professor John Barstow. During our 
regular services where the choir is 
hidden in the loft, it is easy to overlook 
the God-given talent of Christ Church 
choristers. But at the Gala, one could 
look at them in amazement. Johanna 
was a delight and Jack on the piano 
gave renditions of Scarlatti’ Sonato 
and Schumann’s Abegg-Variation that 
drew extended applause. Even accom-
plished opera singer Roberta Ofcza-
rek, sitting next to this correspondent, 
was impressed. I might add that dear 
Roberta sang along quietly and with-
out text, while  her fingers noiselessly 
touched her “handbag piano”. 

Johanna is an energetic recitalist. 
She has given solo concerts at inter-
national music and dance festivals 
in Madrid, New York and venues 
across the Philippines. She has also 
performed in Lisbon, Seoul and cities 
in China and the US. A winner of the 
Liederkranz Opera Competition, she 
studied in Treviso, Italy, and at the 
Manhattan School of Music among 
other institutions. In church, though, 
Johanna is both gentle and modest.

Margit Urbanez played the violin with 
such decorum. The rendition was 
Passacaglia by Heinrich Franz Biber.  
Margit is a product of world-wide 
music schools. She has performed 
in various countries across Europe 
and her CDs are on sale everywhere.  
Stephen Chaundy (tenor) was trained 
at the Royal Northern College of 
Music, the Welsh College of Music 
and Drama and at the Accademia 
Chigiana Siena. He has performed at 
the Deutsche Oper Berlin, the Vienna 
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Volksoper, Opera Monte Carlo, in 
Paris, Amsterdam and elsewhere.  His 
voice touched the soul. He is one of 
those remarkable tenors who never 
need a microphone no matter the 
size of the opera house or the indoor 
football stadium. 

The audience gratefully applauded 
the Christ Church Social Commit-
tee which organized the remarkable 
event. The Social Committee has 
been particularly active these past 
years, consistently contributing to 
the outreach of the Church. With 
performances and accomplishments 
such as this Gala Night, it certainly 
is no wonder that some prospective 
newcomers are already applying 
for membership of the Committee.  
Equally appreciative was the Church 

Council Sharing Committee (headed 
by Miranda Kopetzky). The Commit-
tee looked forward to sharing the Gala 
night proceeds with some of the chari-
ties supported by Christ Church that 
includes Aktion Leben; the Moewe 
Child Protection Centres in various 
Austrian cities; the Salvation Army 
Austria; the Austrian Bible Society; 
Gesprengte Ketten; the European 
Pulmonary Hypertension Associa-
tion; Die Gruft, a centre for homeless 
people run by Caritas; and VinziRast 
Vienna. The list seems to grow year 
after year. 

At the close of the Gala Concert, 
Patrick Curran expressed the gratitude 
of the Church to the Ambassador, 
to the artists and the audience and 
presented flowers of appreciation.

è

Stefan Alexander Gordon on 27 April 2014

Kerstin Nicola Decmar on 11 May 2014

Memorial service on 12 April for Fred Gruber

From the Church Registers

The photos on p25 from top left: Soprano Johanna Cabili-Reuss; group photo of the artists; 
Her Excellency Ambassador Susan le Jeune d’Allegeershecque CMG and Mr. Stéphane le Jeune 
d’Allegeershecque; the Venerable Patrick Curran presenting a bouquet to our MC, Christina 
Stevens;  pianist Jack Ridley; buffet supper in the Residence; violinist Margit Urbanetz Vig; the 
Ambassador; and tenor Stephen Chaundy. 

Sarah Harrison (St. Margaret’s, Budapest), Jessica Klein, 
Gospel Nwoho Jr. (also baptised), James Okoli, Katherine 
Schultz, Luisa Schrempf and Carina Sulzer
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During his recent visit to Vienna, 
Bishop David Hamid made 

time for a meeting with the Church 
Council. The fully-attended council 
session began with prayers in the 
church, where the Bishop admitted 
the new church wardens and council 
members to their duties and accepted 
their oath of office. The council meet-
ing continued at the Church Centre.  

The council had invited the Bishop 
to listen to, and consider, a position 
paper, pointing the way forward 
for Christ Church. Presentation to 
the Bishop was by council member 
Elisabeth Stanners. 

Essentially, the paper describes 
a process delineating factors that 
needed to be taken into account in 
planning the mid- and long-term 
future of Christ Church. The ideas 
therein summarized views, opin-
ions and suggestions drawn from a 
congregation-wide questionnaire in 
2013, on strengthening the faith com-
munity in Christ Church. The position 

paper essentially drafted and edited 
by Elisabeth and colleague Sheila 
Hargreaves, with editorial input by 
other Council members, highlighted 
ministry and leadership; financial 
planning; focus on the younger gen-
eration; worship; social work and 
communication.

The Bishop showed keen interest and 
understanding and promised to study 
the proposals and transmit them to 
the relevant decision-making bodies.  
He also would look into the possibility 
of some financial support (from the 
UK) to assist Christ Church to back 
up the Archdeacon. 

The Bishop had soothing words 
of praise for Christ Church as an 
Anglican community and for the 
work of the clergy and the laity. He 
again reminded the Council of his 
high regard for Crossways as an 
exemplary publication of the Church. 
He said he always looked forward 
to, and appreciated, receiving and 
reading the publication regularly.
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The Bishop and the Council
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The Return of Jady

Thursday evening is not a tradi-
tional time for Choral Evensong 

at Christ Church, but on Thursday, 
15 May the church was packed with 
members of the congregation wish-
ing to see—and hear—a much loved 
old friend. The Revd. Jady Koch and 
his wife Liza were in Vienna as part 
of a pilgrimage they were leading 
with members of Jady’s home church 
of St. Francis in Louisville, Kentucky. 

With Jady officiating and honouring 
us with one of his hallmark sermons, 
it was as if the past two years had 
evaporated, and we were once again 
listening to our own assistant curate. 
The choir, as usual, did us proud and 
contributed to a very moving service.

Afterwards, we all congregated in 
the Church Centre where the Social 
Committee had provided a wonder-
ful spread of finger-foods for our 
delectation. We had an opportunity 
to meet new friends from Louisville  
and hear about their pilgrimage that 
followed the footsteps of Luther, and 
culminated in Vienna. The mood was 
particularly joyful as we exchanged 
experiences and promised to visit 
each other some time in the future. 
It was soon apparent to us that Jady 
was held in the same esteem in his 
new spiritual home as he had been 
held during his time with us at Christ 
Church and this was a comforting 
thought. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with Jady and Liza and we hope 
that it won’t be long before they visit 
us again at Christ Church. 
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Easter at Christ Church

The maundy Thursday service 
included the washing of feet of 

members of the congregation by the 
Chaplain to commemorate Christ’s 
washing of the disciples’ feet. The 
Chaplain was assisted in the service 
by his daughters, Victoria and Alex-
andra, as well as Laura Fairburn and 
Frank Sauer. At the end of the service, 
the altar was stripped and decorations 
removed from the church, symbolis-
ing the stripping of Christ before his 
crucifixion. The service was followed 
by a one-hour watch in the crypt. 

Midday on Good Friday  once 
again saw an Ecumenical Service at 
Christ Church, organized by Revd. 
Aileen Hackl in cooperation with 
representatives of other English-
speaking churches in Vienna. Each 
prayer, meditation or reading was 
followed by the extinction of a 
candle on the  menorah. Through the 
readings, it was if we were witnessing 
first-hand as the events leading up to 
Christ’s death on the cross unfolded. 
Later that evening, a Good Friday 
liturgy was held in the Church, 
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followed on Saturday by an extended 
Easter Vigil. We assembled in the 
church garden around the Easter Fire 
and the lighting of the Easter Candle. 
Back in church, our organist, Emanuel 
Schmelzer-Ziringer sang the Exsultet 
and we renewed our baptismal vows. 
We heard the Vigil readings from the 
Old Testament in what was a long but 
highly moving service in a darkened 
church as we waited to celebrate the 
moment of Christ’s resurrection. The 
joyful Easter Day service next day 
saw, as usual, a packed church.
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In and Around Christ Church

On 29 April, Prof. Dr. Helen King 
gave a talk at the Church Centre 

for members of the congregation on 
the history of medicine, specifically 
people’s changing perception of the 
human body. With slides showing 
anatomical drawings from different 
centuries, Dr. King took us on a fas-
cinating journey through the ages as 
we discovered the changing attitudes 
to the human body as knowledge of 
anatomy and medical technology 
developed. 

The guest preacher on 4 May was 
the Revd. Prebendary Bob Payne 

who was on a visit to Vienna with his 
wife Sue. Before his retirement, Bob 
worked for many years with prisoners 
and in his sermon provided an insight 
into the work of a prison chaplain and 
the way in which offenders were able 
to grow in faith. Bob received the MBE 
(Member of the Order of the British 
Empire) from the Queen in 2012. 

Quiz Night at  the home of 
Philip and Sally Reading was 

once again a highlight of the May 
social calendar and we were sorely 
challenged by a long and well-devised  
quiz put together by our hosts. 
After a delectable “bring and share” 
dinner, we formed our teams and 
got down to business. Needless to 
say, examination conditions did not 
prevail and there was much laughter, 
protest, groaning and cheering as 
the answers were finally read. Many 
thanks Sally, Philip and daughter 
Sophie for a thoroughly enjoyable 
(and educational!) evening. Our host with two enthusiastic competitors
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE TIME EVENT

June 1 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist

18.00 Choral Evensong

June 2-6 Diocesan Synod, Cologne

June 11 (Weds) 18.30 Council Meeting

June 14 (Sat) 11.00 A guided nature walk in the Lobau, 

conducted by Dr. Claus Vogl,  

followed by a picnic

June 18 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

June 29 (Sun) 10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist

July 6 (Sun) 12.30 BBQ at the Castelino’s

August 9 (Sat) Church Council Envision day 

August 31 (Sun) 10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist

Sept 6 (Sat) Parish Outing to Brno, CZ

Sept 7 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

Sept 10 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council meeting

Sept 25-28 Archdeaconry Synod, Prague

Sept 30 (Tues) Bonfire in Himberg in memory of Nikki

Oct 5 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




