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News and views from Christ Church Vienna 

the Anglican/Episcopal Church in Austria

I came forth from the Father, 
and am come into the world: 

again, I leave the world,  
and go to the Father

Romans 6:5
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Judy

Eastertide is a time of joy and sorrow as we celebrate 
the resurrection and the foundation of our Christian 

faith while at the same time feeling the pain and suf-
fering of the Blessed Virgin Mary as she, and others 
close to Jesus, witnessed his death in agony upon the 
cross. At this moment, Christ Church is sharing the pain 
of another bereaved mother, a devout member of our 
congregation. Our beautiful, talented Abigail Zafiropulo 
Stancik lost a valiant fight against cancer on 11 March, 
despite our constant prayers throughout her illness. 
The pain is still raw and her friends have yet to terms 
with her parting. Their tributes will appear in the next 
issue of Crossways.

Just over two weeks later, a second blow, although 
perhaps it should not have come as a surprise: Fred 
Gruber died in his 93rd year on 26 March. His energy, 
vigour and above all humour defied his age and we 
somehow expected him to go on for ever. A memorial 
service will be held at Christ Church on Saturday, 12 
April at 11.00. The next issue of this magazine will 
also serve to celebrate Fred’s life. In the meantime, we 
share the grief of Abigail’s husband, Igor, three young 
children, Sasha, Cloë and Max, as well as her mother 
Penn and father Pitro. Our prayers are also with Fred’s 
widow Betty and their family.

Those readers who have been attending the various 
Lent groups will be especially looking forward to Holy 
Week, where our church once again offers a full slate 
of services. For anyone who travelled to the Holy Land 
with the 2012 Christ Church pilgrimage, the forthcom-
ing events will be indelibly linked with the holy sites 
we visited. The hectic, festivities and over-abundance 
of Christmas make Easter a welcome respite for those 
of us seeking a quieter walk with Christ. The Seven Last 
Words of Christ by Haydn, performed at Christ Church 
by the Prisma Ensemble on Saturday, 12 April, the eve 
of Palm Sunday, is the perfect start to Holy Week.    

PS I still have a couple of Holy Land pilgrimage diary/
photo books for anyone whom I might have missed. Please 
email me if you would still like one. 
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On Wednesday, 2 April 
members of Christ Church 

met in the evening for the an-
nual council meeting in order to 
sign off on the activities of last 
year, including the accounts, 
and to elect a new church 
council. As in past years the 
membership of the council 
has changed. This year it was 
necessary to hold an election 
as there were ten candidates 

for seven council places in addition 
to the two churchwardens, the three 
archdeaconry representatives and 
the chaplain. Our council is thirteen 
members strong with powers to co-
opt should the need arise. 

Personally I was very pleased that 
new people came forward and of-
fered themselves to serve the church 
in this ordered way. I was pleased 
because they can identify with our 
Christian expression of the faith and 
are ready to support it by bringing 
their gifts and perspectives to bear 

on our work to serve God in His 
world.

Church councils in the Church of 
England are important bodies and 
it is they who in the first instance 
have responsibility for overseeing 
(governance) and furthering the 
work of the local church (mission) 
together with the chaplain. Church 
councils need to be open to change 
as well as ensuring that the good and 
living tradition of the Church is not 
weakened or lost in the “changes and 
chances of this life”. Getting the bal-
ance right is crucial. Our faith is as 
we say “apostolic”. It is grounded in 
the witness of the apostolic church. 
“Getting the balance right” means 
that every person on the council 
supported by every member of the 
local church needs to be faithful in 
prayer asking at all times for God’s 
guidance for our church and always 
ready to be strengthened by the work 
of the Holy Spirit.

On the Sunday prior to the annual 
council meeting the Revd 
John Barker was or-
dained priest at Christ 
Church by Bishop David 
Hamid. It was a glorious 
occasion and those who 
attended from Christ 
Church were deep-
ly moved. John is at-
tached to Christ Church 
although he lives and 
works in Yerevan, Arme-
nia, where he has spe-

Yerevan 
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cial responsibility for the fledgling 
congregation there. For me as chap-
lain it is always important to ground 
who we are and what we are doing 
in Christian theology. I hope this 
does not come as a surprise? Those 
on the electoral roll will be aware of 
this because this year I started my 
annual report by introducing readers 
to both the Five Marks of the Church 
and the Five Marks of Mission. In in-
troducing the ordination service the 
bishop says, “God calls his people 
to follow Christ and forms us into a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, to 
declare the wonderful deeds of him 
who has called us out of darkness 
into his marvellous light. The Church 
is the Body of Christ, the people of 
God and the dwelling-place of the 
Holy Spirit. In baptism the whole 
Church is summoned to witness to 
God’s love and to work for the com-
ing of his kingdom. To serve this 
royal priesthood, God has given a 
variety of ministries.”

The service then outlines what the 
specific ministries of a priest are 
within God’s Church. It is clear from 
the introduction that each of us, not 
only the council members, has a 
duty which ought to be a joy as well 
to witness to God’s love and work 
for His kingdom whatever our sta-
tion and circumstances. One of the 
places that many of you are called 
to witness is at work and/or within 
your families. There is much work 
for us to do and we must be mindful 
of this so that we resist becoming 

inward looking, ever more exhibiting 
the marks of a club, rather than those 
of the people of God.

After Easter and into the summer 
there will be a number of baptisms 
and on Sunday 18 May Bishop David 
Hamid will confirm six candidates 
(four adults and two teenagers). The 
baptisms and the confirmations are 
some of the fruits of the Church’s 
labours in which we participate. 
The confirmation candidates come 
from Austria, Nigeria and the US. 
Bishop Michael Bünker, the bishop 
of the Lutheran church in Austria, 
said recently: 

“Secularism and everyday atheism 
(Alltagsatheismus) are major chal-
lenges for the Church. The ques-
tion about the usefulness of being 
a church member is becoming ever 
more virulent. Today a massive 
God crisis marks both society and 
the Church. Many people are on 
the verge of leaving the Church 
(Austritts-Standby). The Church is 
in danger of losing the centre of her 
being coupled with an ever growing 
distance opening up to the church 
as institution. The church always 
seems to come too late. How close 
the bond is between families and the 
Church is decided within the first few 
years. This means that we need a lot 
more contact with our members at 
the time of baptism.”

The Christian faith is a relational 
faith. By this I mean that we are in-
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vited to become friends of God. We 
are called to be in relationship with 
God. Jesus says to the disciples, “I 
do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know 
what the master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, because I have 
made known to you everything that 
I have heard from my Father.” Chris-
tians are those who give attention 
and worth to what God through Jesus 
has made known, revealed. 

This “I have called you friends” in-
spired Aelred of Rievaulx in the12th 
century to write extensively on di-
vine friendship, friendship with God 
through knowing Jesus Christ. And 
this vertical friendship must always 
be accompanied by a horizontal 
dimension that manifests itself 
Sunday by Sunday where Christians 
gather. Possibly, the Quakers gave 
themselves the best name when 
they took Jesus by his word and 
named themselves the Society of 
Friends. A name that I should think 

any church would be glad 
to be known by. We are 

friends because we are 
those who know and 
are aware of the good 

purposes of God for his 
creation.

One of the tenets of 
the Nicene Creed, 
t h e  c re e d  we 
most often recite 
in Church, is that 

God acts “for our 

sake: for us and for our salvation”  
and “for our sake he was crucified”.  
The entire meaning of the creed can 
be summed up quite simply, God is 
for us! Paul famously writes, “If God 
is for us, who can be against us?” 
(Romans 8.31)  This insight does not 
come easily and we can often doubt 
it, but with patience and persever-
ance we see time and time again 
even after very dark periods that God 
is for us and for those whom we love 
and see no longer. Sometimes we 
must wait as Mary and Martha had 
to wait for days for Jesus to come to 
them after the death of their brother, 
his friend Lazarus.

We have journeyed a long way in 
this short article. We have journeyed 
from an annual church meeting via 
ordination, confirmation and bap-
tism and on to divine friendship, 
which is firmly based on God being 
for us, but not just for us. This mes-
sage of life must out, and this is pre-
cisely what Jesus commands when 
he says to “Lazarus, come out” for 
he is the resurrection and the life. His 
purpose is to be for people and we 
are to have a part in making known 
his good purposes.
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Brother Samuel has been a mem-
ber of the Society of St Francis—

an Anglican Franciscan Religious 
Order—for nearly forty years, spent 
in different Franciscan houses in 
the United Kingdom and around the 
world, including Zimbabwe and the 
Solomon Islands. Currently he is liv-
ing at Hilfield Friary in Dorset in the 
south west of England, where there 
is a community of seven Franciscan 
brothers together with a larger num-
ber of lay members, young and old, 
male and female, married and single. 

The main focus of the Friary is on 
living the Gospel simply, practicing 
good husbandry of land and live-
stock, and sharing something of life 
in community with those who come 
to visit or stay for at time. The heart 
of the community’s life is found in 
the daily rhythm of prayer in the 
chapel and the common table in the 
refectory. Brother Samuel enjoys 
walking (he made the pilgrimage to 
Compostella just over a year ago), 
looking after the hens, baking bread, 
and watching a good film.

Thanks to the efforts of the Chaplain, 
those attending the annual Christ 
Church retreat have enjoyed the lead-
ership and direction of a number of 
inspirational individuals over the years, 
all with a slightly different background 
and a different perspective on what a 
retreat should involve. These varying 
approaches have always made the 
retreat a refreshing, thought-provoking 
and challenging two days, even for 
those who attend regularly each year. 
This year we look forward to meeting 
Brother Samuel.   

The European chapter of the Society of Saint Francis meeting at Hilfield Priory

Our 2014 Retreat Leader



8

On 17 March, there was an un-
precedented announcement 

from the Vatican and the Anglican 
Centre in Rome. For the first time 
ever, the Roman Catholic Church, the 
Anglican Communion and the Sunni 
Muslim Community (represented by 
the Grand Imam of Al Azhar in Cairo) 
have joined efforts in a project of 
“practical and spiritual action” to 
combat the modern slavery of hu-
man trafficking. Pope Francis and 
Archbishop Justin Welby, when they 
first met last June, shared a vision 
to build a world-wide movement 
to eradicate this injustice which 
enslaves and affects over 27 million 
people who are forced into labour, 
sexual exploitation and even into 

Bishop’s Easter Message

being sources of human organs. 
The initiative is called the Global 
Freedom Network.

The Passion of our Lord which we 
read in Holy Week presents a world 
filled with so many forms of slavery. 
There is the slavery of money – 
thirty pieces of silver were able to 
corrupt and “buy” Judas’ treachery. 
The slavery of injustice is seen in 
the weakness of Pontius Pilate, who 
knew Jesus was innocent but chose 
not to defend him. The slavery of 
brutal and gratuitous violence is seen 
in the scourging and torture of Christ 
at the hands of the soldiers. And then 
there is the slavery of hopelessness 
seen in the utter despair of the dis-
ciples at the arrest and crucifixion 
of Jesus. 

Easter celebrates God’s action to 
deliver us out of slavery to freedom, 
freedom from sin and all that holds 
us back from being the people that 
God created us to be. On the night 
of the Great Vigil of Easter worship-
pers gather in darkness, the hopeless 
darkness that descended upon the 
world on the first Good Friday. The 
Paschal candle is lit from a new fire 
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and the light of Christ is spread from 
person to person, eventually filling 
the church with joyful brightness, 
and we proclaim “Christ is Risen!”  
The ancient song of Easter Eve, the 
Exultet resounds, “This is the night 
when Jesus Christ vanquished hell, 
broke the chains of death and rose 
triumphant from the grave. This is 
the night when all who believe in 
him are freed from sin, restored to 
grace and holiness and share the 
victory of Christ”. 

Our Resurrection faith declares that 
all the darkness around us, and even 
the darkness of sin within us, has 
been overcome by the Risen Christ. 
Thus our Resurrection witness is 
about working for all that sets people 
free from every kind of slavery. The 

Global Freedom Network is but one 
such effort. As Easter people it is 
our calling to proclaim forgiveness 
from sin. As Easter people we offer 
love, compassion and justice where 
hatred, pain and injustice persist. 
As Easter people we stand for the 
dignity and worth of every human 
being. This is a powerful message of 
Good News which the world needs 
and to which we can witness boldly, 
as we know that we ourselves are 
born again to new life in the Risen 
Christ. 

May the deep joy which comes from 
the liberation of Easter fill our lives 
and enliven our communities, for 

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!

   +David

The Revd Jady and Mrs Liza Koch are 
coming to Vienna with a pilgrimage 
group from their church in Louisville, 
Kentucky. Vienna is the final destina-
tion of the pilgrimage, the theme of 
which is in the footsteps of Luther and 
will encompass places like Wartburg 
and Wittenberg. Jady will officiate and 
preach a sermon at Choral Evensong 
on Thursday, 15 May at 18.00. There 
will be a reception after the service. 
Anyone wanting to join the pilgrimage 
group for a meal after the reception 
should contact the office via email 
under Jady Koch.

Visit of Jady and Liza Koch
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Below the hedge in front of the 
house is a narrow country 

road, and below that the Nadder, 
usually burbling away, floating 
gentle sounds of water up over the 
house and garden. But in December, 
though the worst of the floods were 
over, this chalk stream was a minor 
torrent and its waters ran free over 
the flat meadows. 
Downstream, 
f l o o d w a t e r s 
had that week 
stranded the ca-
thedral as the 
Close at Salis-
bury went un-
der. This house, 
upstream from 
the rectory at 
Bemerton, was 
where we spent 
Christmas, stay-

ing with generous friends. The rec-
tory these days is home to Vikram 
Seth, the poet and author; and not 
by chance, for Seth from his student 
days was in awe of George Herbert.
This is where Herbert wrote The 
Country Parson, where he lived for 
three years as rector and where he 
died in 1633.  

Some years ago on the Christ Church 
retreat at Heiligenkreuz the theme 
was Voices and Visions, Listening 
to the Poets, led by the Dean of 
Gloucester. Despite the best ef-
forts of schoolmasters, poetry had 
seemed to me a hill too steep, too 
esoteric, but Nick Bury’s approach 
rolled down this attitude. Asked 
how best to follow up, he suggested 
anthology. An old (and unread) copy 
of The Rattle Bag had disappeared 
but we started on Being Alive and 
the rewards flowed. Poetry became 
a wonderful start to the day and 
source of a spiritual joy. Then re-
cently another path into poetry came 
our way – biography. 

Wherefore with my utmost art,      . . .  I will sing thee

St. Andrew’s, Bemerton, with the Vicarage on the left
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First a biography of Les Murray 
introduced us to today’s great-
est Australian poet and his works. 
Rather less well-known this side of 
the world, Murray’s poetry puts a 
cut on words that can spin shafts of 
light from a starlit night – diamonds 
that dazzle and move the soul. We’d 
found a mine, the labour of one man, 
and at the end of the book felt privi-
leged to know him.  

And a second occasion appeared at 
Bemerton. We took a gift for the lady 
of the house, also the secretary of 
the George Herbert society. However 
Georgina had already been given a 
copy of John Drury’s Music at Mid-
night so we came to keep it. In this 
biography Drury intended to bring 
together Herbert’s poetry with the 
life and times of the poet, thereby 
giving a fuller, clearer reading of 
the  poems. He does this superbly. 
Perhaps an undisclosed aim is to 
place Herbert amongst the foremost 
English poets, citing Heaney, Fenton 
and Seth as witness – a cut above the 
best of our minor poets, as he has 
been called. 

Herbert was a very Christian poet 
and had no doubt about the value of 
poetry, which brought him closer to 
God, as did music. A most intelligent 
man who aimed for simplicity in life, 
his belief in God was unshakeable, 
and this was a God of love. Bal-
anced against suffering and injustice 
he emphasised love, rather than 
theology, but not without anguish. 

Unpublished in his lifetime, from 
his deathbed he sent his poems to 
Nicholas Ferrar for possible publica-
tion, describing them as ‘a picture 
of the many spiritual conflicts that 
have passed betwixt God and my 
soul’ which might ‘turn to the advan-
tage of any dejected poor soul.’ As 
T.S.Eliot noted, ‘in his poems we can 
find ample evidence of his spiritual 
struggles… and of the cost at which 
he acquired his godliness.’ 

Some two weeks after Christmas, 
with our friend Fernando, we were 
with Georgina again as she took us 
round Salisbury cathedral; she is 
a Blue Guide for the south-west of 
England. We were on a hasty tour of 
the three gothic cathedrals of Win-
chester, Salisbury and Wells, again 
staying in Bemerton. 

Time was pressing and we didn’t 
walk into Salisbury as Herbert did, 
twice a week, to enjoy his music. In 
fact right then we knew little of Her-
bert, least of all that he was a maker 
of music. His first biographer, Izaak 
Walton, wrote “his chiefest recrea-
tion was music, in which heavenly 
art he was a most excellent master… 
and at his return would say, that his 
time spent in prayer and cathedral 
music elevated his soul and was his 
heaven upon earth.” Herbert would 
have met William Byrd when he was 
eight; he was a composer but none 
of his works have survived; and he 
was a viol player and a lutanist. He 
believed in the heavenly provenance 

Wherefore with my utmost art,      . . .  I will sing thee

è
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of music. Some of Herbert’s poems 
are now sung as hymns: King of 
Glory, King of Peace and Let all the 
world in every corner sing being two.

On our cathedral tour we looked at 
Gothic architecture, these structures 
that invite the soul to soar heaven-
ward, as well as historical detail like 
Charles II’s library in Winchester or 
the Audley chantry chapel in Salis-
bury, restored in memory of a great-
great uncle of mine, Neville Lovett. 

Late in the afternoon on a sunlit day 
we arrived at the massive west front 
of Wells, in time to see this medieval 
wall of invention glowing golden 
in the failing light. This seemed a 
crowning moment but we stayed for 
choral evensong and listened to the 
choristers from the Cathedral School, 
a choir known well beyond Somerset 
for its quality. At the end of his time 
with us Fernando, a music maker 

too, said listening to them was the 
highlight of his tour. 

Herbert would have been glad, but 
then again perhaps sad that we 
missed the music in Salisbury. Hav-
ing sung with a lute on his death-
bed, Herbert ended his life with the 
words, ‘Lord now receive my soul.’ 
It is fitting that he should end this 
piece, as in Drury’s marvellous 
book, with the poem described as 
“one of his consummately crafted 
miniatures.” 

Bitter-sweet
Ah my dear angry Lord,
Since thou dost love, yet strike; 
Cast down, yet help afford;
Sure, I will do the like. 

I will complain, yet praise; 
I will bewail, approve:
And all my sour-sweet days 
I will lament, and love 

The Chaplain is considering organizing an-
other pilgrimage in 2015 during the school 

break in February, following the success of 
the 2012 and 2013 pilgrimages. After explor-
ing various options that included Iran and “In 
the footsteps of St Paul”, he is suggesting a 
pilgrimage to the Golden City, today’s Istanbul. 

There will be a meeting on Tuesday, 6 May at 
19.00 for those who might be interested when 
the Chaplain will introduce the programme and 
decide if there is sufficient interest to proceed 
with arrangements. 

D
etail from

 D
eesis m

osaic, H
agia Sophia

Possible pilgrimage in 2015
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The perfect pancake – does it 
exist?  More of a philosophi-

cal question than a gastronomical 
one, maybe. What is certain is that 
pancakes played a large part in our 
Shrove Tuesday party in the church 
centre. Whether you like them with 
maple syrup, Marillenmarmalade, 
or with lemon juice and a sprinkling 
of sugar, pancakes are distinctly 
more-ish.

But it wasn’t just about pancakes – it 
was about people getting together 
and having fun. And when it comes 
to fun, no one does it better than the 
Brazilians. Café Brazil and Cuban 
Legends were just two of the CDs 
that got us into the mood before Gil, 
our real live Brazilian, stepped into 
a room full of strangers with a big 
smile on her face and soon had feet 
and bodies moving to the rhythms. 

This was our 3rd Shrove Tuesday 
party. We can say with confidence 
that there has been a steady pro-
gress in our organisational skills, 
but the “perfect” pancake party still 
alludes us —even if Roberta does 
make the perfect pancake—so, every 
excuse to try even better next year! 

Swinging Shrove Tuesday 

Possible pilgrimage in 2015
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Those who read Crossways from 
cover to cover will know that 

as well as Ljubljana, Zagreb and 
Klagenfurt, our chaplaincy has an 
“outpost” in Yerevan where the 
chaplain is licensed to us. During 
the 6 o’clock service on 30 March 
the Rev’d John Barker was ordained 
as priest in the Church of God. The 
service was scheduled to take place 
in Yerevan but a last minute hitch 
meant it was moved to Vienna. 

Bishop Hamid presided at 
the service and we welcomed 
members of the diocesan 
team as well as ecumenical 
guests. Revd. Canon William 
Gulliford, the Director of Or-
dinands, was the preacher. 
John’s sisters from County 
Durham were still in shock 
after thinking they were going 

to Yerevan and ending up in Vienna! 
The 6 o’clock team, used to serving 
up dinner for 12, switched gears at 
the last minute and put on a lovely 
reception for 40. People were also 
impressed with the ways the servers 
seemed to know exactly what they 
were doing! All in all, John and his 
family were very happy with the sup-
port they found here and afterwards 
they were able to spend a few days 
in Vienna enjoying the fine weather.

Ordination at Christ Church
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Christ Church is looking for volunteers to support “Häferl”, a charity in 
the 6th district run by the diocese of Vienna (www.haeferl.net) that looks 

after people recently released from prison. Our church has volunteered to 
be one of a number of entities that take responsibility for providing meals 
on a given day at the charity’s soup kitchen. For anyone looking to do a 
good deed, rather than simply putting money in a box, cooking as a team 
for some 200 needy persons would be a rewarding way to start.

We need teams of 6 to 10 people who are willing to work at 
“‘sHäferl” on a Saturday from 8.00 to 5.30. Supported by staff 
members, we are supposed to do the cooking, the serving of the 
meals and the clearing up. For legal reasons volunteers 
should be at least 18. Underage volunteers can 
participate if they are at least 16 and accompanying 
a parent.

Our first cooking session will be on for Saturday, 
31 May (tbc). If you are interested, please contact 
Alexander Rösch (a.roesch@gmx.at, 0650/674 22 
77) for further information.

Volunteers needed!



Fifth Sunday of Lent

Palm Sunday Monday of Holy 
Week

St. George

Tuesday of Holy 
Week

Easter Day

Second Sunday of Easter

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with blessing 
 of the palms
 Kids’ Church

08.00 Said Eucharist
10.00 Sung Eucharist 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
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18.00 Choral Evensong
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08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer
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08.30 Morning Prayer
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Truly I say to you, Today you will 
be with me in Paradise

08.30 Morning Prayer



09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council Meeting

12.30 Ecumenical 
 Service

18.00 Good Friday 
 Liturgy

11.00 Memorial Service  
 for Fred Gruber

19.00 Seven last words  
 by Haydn: Prisma  
 Ensemble

21.00 Easter Vigil

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Annual Church
 Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice
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Good Friday Easter Eve

10.00 Toddler Group

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice



Third Sunday of Easter

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Fifth Sunday of Easter

St. Matthias

Sixth Sunday of Easter

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist and Confirmation
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Choral Evensong

25

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Pilgrimage  
 evening

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings
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Annua l  Church  Re t rea t

I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: 
again, I leave the world, and go to the Father



09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Church Council  
 Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

17.00 Voice for life  
 meeting
19.00 Prayer ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.30 Reading Group
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Sung Eucharist

18.00 Gala Concert  
 at the Residence  
 of the British  
 Ambassador

10.00 Toddler Group

18.00 Choral Evensong  
 with
 Revd. Jady Koch

St. Philip and  
St. James

St. Matthias

Ascension Day Visit of the 
BlessedVirgin 

Mary to
Elizabeth

23 24

19.00 Quiz Night at  
 the Readings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

Wednesday

7 8 9 10

17161514

27 28 29 30 31

21 22

1 2 3
Thursday Friday Saturday

A n n u a l  C h u r c h  R e t r e a t

I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: 
again, I leave the world, and go to the Father

John 16:28
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This year’s confirmation will be on Sunday 18 May and will be conducted by 
Bishop David Hamid, the Suffragan Bishop of our Diocese.

The candidates are Jessica Bolam-Klein, Luisa Schrempf, Gospel Nwoha, James 
Okoli, Katie Schulz and Karin Sulzer.

The roots of the practice of confirmation are found in the Acts of the Apostles:

Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the 
word of God, they sent them Peter and John, who went down and prayed for 
them, that they might receive the Holy Spirit, for it had not yet fallen upon any 
of them; they had only been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they 
laid hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit.  Acts 8:14-17

Our next meeting is on Thursday, 22 May at 18.30. We are reading the Dogs of 
Riga by the Swedish author Hennig Mankell. Mankell says about the detective 
(Kurt Wallander) he created, “I wanted to write about how difficult it is to be a 
good police officer. Police officers often tell me they know things are changing 
quicker than they can deal with, that society’s outracing them. But Wallander’s 
never cynical. He never says, “I don’t care about that.” Naturally that damages 
him, but he takes responsibility, and that’s what I love. He feels tired because the 
work is too much. But if he didn’t do the work, he’d feel worse, he would leave 
a big black hole in himself . . . I think a lot of people are struggling to manage 
now—feeling they are running for a bus they’ll never catch. In that sense, he’s 
a very common man. In Sweden, people write to him as if he’s alive, and can 
help them.” (The Guardian, January 12, 2002)

‘By kind permission of H.M. Ambassador, Christ Church is hosting a gala con-
cert featuring professional musicians in the Residence of the British Embassy 
on Friday, 16 May at 18.00 followed by a finger-food buffet. In aid of general 
church funds, tickets can be secured with a suggested minimum donation per 
ticket of 25 Euros by writing to chchconcert@hotmail.com or ringing 06997 
34 35 772/06991 04 34 267. Alternatively, contact Melinda May or Christina 
Stevens directly.’

Every Sunday morning at 910 hours a group meet for Bible study in the church 
crypt. The coordinator is Claus Vogl. Please talk to Claus if you are interested 
in joining the group (claus.vogl@vu-wien.ac.at).
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Holy Week is the most important week of the Christian year. We need to give 
careful consideration how best to observe it. At Christ Church we are blessed 
that we can keep it in its entirety supported by the church choir. Holy Week 
begins with Palm Sunday. On that day we distribute palms, process from the 
church garden into the church and hear the Passion Gospel read. This year we 
will hear it as recorded by St Matthew (26.14-27.66). On Maundy Thursday 
we enact the washing of the disciples’ feet and watch with Jesus in the Garden 
of Gethsemane mindful of the words, ‘Could you not watch with me even for 
one hour? On Good Friday we hear the Passion Gospel according to St. John 
(18.1-19.42), we proclaim the cross on which hung the Saviour of the World 
together while the Reproaches are sung. The act of devotion is followed by the 
set prayers for Good Friday: a disturbing but powerful liturgy. The Easter Vigil 
begins Saturday night with the lighting of the Easter Fire, the singing of the Ex-
sultet and the vigil readings from the Old Testament together with the renewal 
of baptismal vows. Easter Sunday we come together once more to give thanks 
for Christ’s resurrection from the dead - a sign set in the midst of time that gives 
hope, strength and encouragement to Christians everywhere.

Please note that there will also be the usual Ecumenical Good Friday service. 
This year it will be based on the ancient office of Tenebrae from the Latin word 
meaning ‘shadows’ or ‘darkness’.  It will be held at Christ Church and begins at 
12.30. Co-ordinator: the Revd Aileen Hackl.

An introductory Voice for Life choir get-together for 8 to 18 year olds will take 
place on 14 May at Christ Church in the Church centre (Salesianergasse 24) 
at 1700 hours. This is a choir course under the auspices of the Royal School 
of Church Music which helps to develop choral skills. For further information 
please contact Joan Avery-Zedlacher: joan.avery@gmx.net

We will be holding a session of Soundings on 27 May on the history of medi-
cine: travelling inside the body, We are very fortunate to have Prof Dr Helen 
King who will examine the sometimes surprising ways in which people have 
thought about their bodies, from Hippocrates to Leonardo da Vinci, and from 
Galen to the Numskulls. 

On 27 May, Soundings will discuss the church in action on the streets. Our 
speaker, Ralph Shephard is the coordinator of a team of 20 street pastors in 
Wallingford, Oxfordshire and he will show us a video illustrating how people 
with no previous knowledge of the church respond to street pastors. Both ses-
sions promise to be equally fascinating so don’t miss them!
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In and Around Christ Church

The new verger is Andrew (Shirley) 
Seneviratne from Candy in Sri 

Lanka, who took over from Sean 
Nield at the beginning of the year. 
His brother, Rohan, who has helped 
keep the church centre and shop 
clean and tidy for many years, will be 
helping him with his duties. Andrew 
has been in Austria for 16 years; his 
wife is from the Philippines and they 
have an 11-year old son. He and his 
wife are both Roman Catholics. We 
look forward to getting to know him 
better in the coming months. 

On Sunday, 4 May there will 
be a guest preacher at Christ 

Church, the Reverend Prebendary 
Bob Payne, who will be visiting 
Vienna together with his wife Sue. 
Bob began his ministry as Curate in 
a parish near Cheltenham, where 
he met Christina Stevens. He then 
worked in other parishes, but the 
major part of his ministry has 
been in prison chaplaincy as a 

chaplain, a training officer and finally 
as Assistant Chaplain General to 
H.M. Prisons for fourteen years. He 
retired last November, having being 
awarded the MBE  from Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth in November 2012. 

Since retirement he has worked part-
time in four prisons and developed 
his passion for international links 
and support for prisoners on release. 

Meet the Verger

Annual Church Meeting

Guest preacher

This year’s ACM on 2 April proved 
a livelier occasion than in the 

past in terms of audience participa-
tion. Elections were held to nominate 
members of the Church Council, the 
Church Wardens and representatives 
to the Archdeaconry Synod. There 

were more candidates than vacan-
cies, for which the Chaplain was 
grateful since it was an indication 
of the degree of interest among the 
congregation in the running of the 
church. He thanked all candidates 
for putting their names forward.
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Soundings with Revd. Jan Jensen

Farewell Alfredo and Mónica

Our preacher at the ten o’clock 
service on Passion Sunday 

(6 April) was H.E. Alfredo Labbé, 
Ambassador of Chile to Austria and 
Permanent Representative of Chile 
to the international organizations 
in Vienna. His thought-provoking 
sermon was indeed passionate and 
spoken from the heart. 

Alfredo and Mónica will be leaving 
us shortly to return to Chile where 
Alfredo has been appointed Director-
General of Foreign Policy. Baptised 
into the Presbyterian Church, when 
he married Mónica, a Roman Catho-
lic, the Anglican church seemed a 
good compromise and they have 
been active members of different 
constituencies ever since. We will 
sorely miss them and look forward 
to them visiting us soon at Christ 
Church when they return to Vienna 
in the course of their travels. 

Soundings in February provided 
an opportunity for us to learn 

more about the Church of Latter Day 
Saints, or the Mormon church, as 
most of us know it. Revd. Jan Jensen, 
who grew up in a Mormon commu-
nity shared with us his experiences 
and insider knowledge of the faith, 
over three evenings. Some readers 
may not be aware that it is a recog-
nized church in Austria.
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Quiz Night
For trivia aficionados and those who simply enjoy a congenial even-
ing out in wonderful company, the Readings’ annual Quiz Night is not 
to be missed! This year it is taking place on 9 May, at their home in 
Vienna’s 19th district. Everyone is asked to bring a dish (savoury or 
sweet) for the buffet table and sign-up sheets will be on display in the 
church and the centre. Otherwise, send an email to Rosalind Shakespear 
(rosalindshakespear1@hotmail.com) to let her know that you will be 
coming. Sally and Philip have always ensured a great evening in the 
past. It’s all light-hearted fun and since you will be playing in teams, 
there is no need to be a walking encyclopedia to take part! It’s also a 
great way for newcomers to our congregation to get to know people. The 
address is Krottenbachstraße 99/4, Vienna 19. For people using public 
transport, catch the 35A bus from Spittelau and alight at Kratzlgasse, 
the stop after Rodlergasse.  The Readings’  house is on the other side 
of the street, about 100 metres further on (with a red gate).  

Prayer of the Month

In me there is darkness,
But with you there is light;
I am lonely, but you do not leave me;
I am feeble in heart, but with you there is help;
I am restless, but with you there is peace.
In me there is bitterness, but with you there is patience;
I do not understand your ways,
But you know the way for me ......

Restore me to liberty,
And enable me so to live now
That I may answer before you and before me.
Lord, whatever this day may bring
Your name be praised.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945), written while 
awaiting execution in prison; commemorated on 9 April
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For over 25 years Nikki Hertford-
Scheiber served as the coordina-

tor for the English language service 
of the Women’s World Day of Prayer 
which takes place on the first Friday 
in March. As well as coordinating 
the English group Nikki also served 
on the Austrian National Committee. 
Last year she took on a supporting 
role and helped us get the service off 
the ground. We now have a job share 
as Lucille Curran has taken over the 
organization of the service itself and 
Laura Fairburn has agreed to be the 
contact with the Austrian National 
Committee. 

This year Christ Church acted as host 
to the English Speaking service here 
in Vienna. Alongside Christ Church 
the English committee is made up of 
members from the Vienna Community 
Church, the various English Speak-
ing Roman Catholics congregations, 
the United Methodist Church and 
Grace Church. Each year the service 
is written by a group of women from 
a different country. 

This year we were fortunate to have 
a very interesting liturgy from Egypt 
to work with. As you may know, there 
is still instability in Egypt and Coptic 
Christians are still finding it diffi-

cult to survive in the 
ever-changing po-
litical climate there. 
The service began 
with a very moving 
dance performed by 
Christine Kohlmann 
who is an expert 
in Egyptian dance 
and culture. She 
was our consult-
ant throughout the 
preparations. Melinda May directed 
the participants, many of whom were 
dressed in Egyptian clothing.  They 
presented the hopes and prayers 
of the Egyptian women, a modern 
country built upon one of the cradles 
of civilization. The preacher for the 
service was the Rev’d Dr Dorothea 
Haspelmath-Finatti, Lutheran Pas-
tor and theologian. Many thanks to 
Rosalind Shakespear and her team 
who provided a lovely reception in 
the Church Centre. 

Egypt comes to Christ Church
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Members of the congregation 
attending the 10.00 service 

on Sunday, 2 February (Candlemas)
might recall that something was 
different. Not only did the waft of 
incense pervade the entire church, 
but it was part of a ceremony lead-
ing up to the reading of the Gospel. 
Incense, that takes its name from the 
Latin word incendere=to burn, is com-
posed of a variety of aromatic plants 

generally combined with essential 
oils. It is not of course the first time 
that incense has been used in Christ 
Church, but the first time I had my 
camera ready to snap the occasion. 

Incense is of course associated with 
the Roman Catholic church and is 
no stranger to those members of our 
community with Roman Catholic 
roots. It is used, and has been used 
since around 2400 BC. Its first record-
ed use was by the ancient Egyptians, 
who found it masked the unpleasant 
smells generated by humans and their 
environment while at the same time 
it was thought to be pleasing to the 
gods and ward off evil spirits. Since 
then it has been part of religious ritu-
als around the world. It has long been 
a tradition in the Christian churches 
following its use in Judaism from the 
time of the Second Temple and is used 

A Pocket Guide to Incense
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For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name will be great among the nations, 
and in every place incense will be offered to my name.        Malachi 1:11

for purification. The traditional three 
swings of the thuriber (see picture 
inset top left) by the thurifer (here, the 
Chaplain) symbolise the Holy Trinity. 

There are several references to in-
cense in the Old Testament, although, 
like today, it was obviously not to eve-
ryone’s taste. Isaah considered it an 
abomination (Isaiah 1:13). In the New 
Testament, the Book of Revelations 
8:3 states: “And another angel came 
and stood at the altar, having a golden 
censer; and there was given unto him 
much incense, that he should offer it 
with the prayers of all saints upon 
the golden altar which was before the 
throne.” The Eastern church also uses 
incense (see photo right). 

I was surprised on a visit last year 
to Shanghai to see thousands and 
thousands of devout Buddhists burn 

incense in front of a 88 metre statue 
of Buddha on top of a hill in Lingshan 
in Wixi, China, the site of Xiangfu 
Temple, from the Tang Dynasty. In-
cense plays a prominent role in East 
Asian Buddhist ceremonies and rites 
as well as in those of Chinese Taoist 
and Japanese Shinto shrines.  It is also 
used commonly throughout the Hindu 
world where it is part of daily worship 
while in Islam it is used to remind the 
faithful of the rewards that await them 
in Paradise.

Orthodox cathedral in Armenia

Lingshan G
reat Buddha,W

uxi,C
hina

 by the Editor



28

From the Church Registers

On 8 December 2013 Joshua Joseph Ayomide Olugbenga 
Ejike OGUNYA

On 2 February 2014 Nancy Chidimma Okoli

On 24 November 2013, Katie Gruber and Georg Matejovsky

On 28 October 2013, Anthony Smith, Hagensdorf, 
Burgenland

On 18 November 2013 Audrey Reading at the Zentralfriedhof, 
Feuerhalle

On 29 November 2013 Christopher Norton-Welsh at the 
Baumgartner Friedhof, Vienna

Memorial Service for Abigail Zafiropulo on 21 March 2014

Little Nancy Chidimma Okoli slept blissfully through her baptism on 2 Feb-
ruary. Obviously the Chaplain has perfected the knack of handling infants!
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE TIME EVENT

April 2 (Weds) 19.00 Annual Church Meeting

April 6 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

April 12 (Sat) 19.00 Seven Last Words, Haydn:    

Ensemble Prisma

April 17 (Thurs) 20.00 Maundy Thursday Liturgy

April 18   12.30 Good Friday Ecumenical 

Service

18.00 Good Friday Liturgy

April 19 (Sat) 21.00 Easter Vigil

April 20 (Sun) Easter Day 08.00 Easter Day Said Eucharist

10.00 Sung Eucharist

April 29 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: the history of   

medicine

April 30 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

May 4 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

May 6 (Tues) 19.00 Pilgrimage evening

May 7 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council meeting

May 9 (Fri) 18.30 Quiz night at the Readings’

May 14 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

May 15 (Thurs) 18.00 Evensong with Revd Jady Koch

May 16 (Fri) 18.00 Gala Concert at the Residence

May 18 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation

May 22 (Thur) 18.30 Reading group: Dogs of Riga  

by Hennig Mankell

May 23 (Fri) Lange Nacht der Kirchen   

(not at Christ Church)

May 23-25 Retreat at Stift Göttweig

May 27 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings

May 29 (Thurs) 10.00 Ascension Day Sung Eucharist

June 1 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

June 2-6 Diocesan Synod, Cologne

June 18 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Sept 25-28 Archdeaconry Synod, Prague



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy, A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




