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Postal address: Jaurèsgasse 12, 1030 Vienna
Church office: Salesianergasse 24, 1030 Vienna ] Tel. and Fax: 714 8900
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also serves Bratislava, Innsbruck, Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and Zagreb

Chaplain of Christ Church The Venerable Patrick Curran 714 8900
and Archdeacon of  Am Heumarkt 7/8/90 718 5902
the Eastern Archdeaconry 1030 Vienna

Other licensed clergy The Revd. John Barker (Yerevan) contact via the
Church Office

Priests with permission The Revd. Aileen Hackl 
to officiate The Revd. Jan Jensen 

The Revd. Clair Filbert-Ullmann 

Reader with permission Ms. Laura Fairburn 
to officiate 

Church Office Administrator Ms. Miranda Kopetzky 
Wed. 13.30-17.30
Thur. 09.30-16.00

Verger Mr. Sean Nield 

Choir Director Mr. Jack Ridley 
Organist Mr. Emanuel Schmelzer-Ziringer 

For information on services in Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and Zagreb, please contact:
Klagenfurt: Ms. Helen Taupe 0650/5668278
Ljubljana: Ms. Barbara Ryder (Reader) 00386 4572 3015
Zagreb: Ms. Janet Berković 00385 98193 1774

The opinions expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors and should 
not necessarily be considered as carrying the 
endorsement of Christ Church, its officers or 
the Editor.

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

Jane Shepard took this picture of the Revd. 
Christoph Wutscher (see page 6). Christoph 
joined the Church of England during his time 
as Choir Director of Christ Church. Our good 
wishes are with him and his wife Ulli. 
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The deadline for submissions for the 
November 2013 issue of CROSSWAYS is 
15 October. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication to: 
office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at, or phone the Editor 
on 0650/4747473.

Judy

This afternoon, I listened to my friends singing to 
me “Mit sechsundsechsig Jahre, da fängt das Leben 

an! Mit 66 Jahren, da hat man Spaß daran. Mit 66 Jahren 
da kommt man erst in Schuß! Mit 66 ist noch lang noch 
nicht Schluß”. For those who don’t speak German, the 
words are intended to reassure those turning the grand 
age of 66 that life still has something to offer! As one 
grows older, it’s easy to find reasons to complain: all 
of a sudden, stairs become steeper; a five kilos bag 
of potatoes miraculously weighs ten kilos; the print 
becomes smaller and smaller on instruction manuals; 
and benches and chairs in airports seem to have disap-
peared overnight, or perhaps one simply didn’t notice 
or care before. For those fortunate enough still to have 
parents when they themselves are retired, it’s impos-
sible to feel old since one is still a child to an elderly 
parent. And we are all children of God, regardless of 
whether we have reached our centenary or still have a 
way to go. Life has the ability to offer surprises to even 
the most jaded, whether they be disgruntled teenagers 
or bored pensioners. There is still so much to discover (I 
was fascinated to read that seven uncharted waterfalls 
were recently discovered in Ontario, Canada), people 
to meet, and new interests to unearth. 

Christ Church offers a multitude of opportunities to 
broaden your horizon as well as deepening your faith. 
There is a regular Reading Group for those interested 
(or hoping to be interested) in contemporary literature; 
a number of outings, including the annual Parish Out-
ing will be held this year on 7 September, takes you 
to places where you might otherwise not go on your 
own. And for those who are looking for a commitment 
or a way to “give back” something, there is the oppor-
tunity to take part in prison visits, visiting the sick or 
housebound as well as the more prosaic but equally 
appreciated coffee round in the Church Centre after the 
10.00 service as well as helping prepare meals for the 
Alpha Course and Six O’Clock Service. The Kids’ Church 
and Youth Group (that acutely feels the loss of Jady 
and Liza) is looking for someone to rally the younger 
members of the congregation. If none of these options 
appeal to you, why not ask the Chaplain or Church 
Office Administrator where your help would be useful? 
You won’t regret it.



4

The Venerable Patrick Curran
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“The God of all grace, who
called you to his eternal 

glory in Christ Jesus, establish, 
strengthen and settle you in 
the faith; and the blessing …”. 
(Common Worship, page 299)

The above introduction to the 
blessing, a liturgical act that 
normally takes place at the end 
of a service and is accompanied 
by the sign of the cross, is one 

that I have come to appreciate more 
and more in my years as a pastor and 
especially the verb to settle. The rea-
son for favouring this introduction is 
that in my work as a pastor I find that 
people are anything but settled in 
the Christian faith. They are unsure 
of the truth of their faith. They are 
lacking confidence in the promises of 
Jesus as we find them recorded in the 
New Testament. They are confused 
by the relation between God as en-
countered in the Old Testament and 
the God who makes himself known 
in Jesus Christ by setting a sign for 
all times that there is a love that is 
stronger than death. This lack of 
confidence, this uncertainty about 
the faith one professes, is bound to 
have consequences.

The above is not going to surprise 
anyone as the world as we have 
known it opens itself to the global 
spectrum of religions, together with 
the proliferation of sects of all kinds 
and esoteric practices that often 
leave one shaking one’s head in dis-
belief. A majority of Europeans can 

now afford to jump on a plane and 
join an Ashram in India for a period 
of time. Anyone can take themselves 
to the States and explore Scientology. 
The Jehovah’s Witnesses and the 
Mormons are busy recruiting people 
to their brand of faith in Jesus. The 
Internet is an endless source of in-
formation and misinformation about 
other religions, but also esoteric and 
spiritual practices. In my dealings 
with people I come across the most 
obscure ideas about the Christian 
faith, which I have never ever heard 
anyone preach on. Where do people 
get these ideas? There is the classic 
expression of the Christian faith and 
it is clear what it is, as our church 
professes this faith – and then there 
is a relatively new phenomenon, that 
of the individual, meaning people 
who accept no authority but their 
own and, yes, make it up as they go 
along. Often thinking that it is better 
than what God has revealed in and 
through Jesus Christ and how the 
Early Church came to define it.

The above broad-stroke picture that 
I have drawn of today’s religious 
and spiritual life only underlines the 
point with which I began, that people 
are unsettled. The reasons are not 
only about the variety of religions 
people encounter and the sheer 
amount of information available, 
but also about people not wanting 
to commit themselves (having their 
freedom curtailed) or baulking at the 
demands their profession of faith 
puts on them. Faith does not come 
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without obligations! While clearing 
my office I came across a piece of pa-
per that I had kept from my time as 
chaplain of St Boniface, Bonn and All 
Saints, Cologne. I read, “The smaller 
the church the more important is the 
individual member.” I believe this 
is an important insight and worth 
repeating. “The smaller the church 
the more important is the individual 
member.”

What, you might ask, is the remedy 
to what I have described? One reply 
is to urge people to be more serious 
about their engagement with the 
faith that they profess by reading 
the Bible regularly together, accom-
panied by a prayer life, while at the 
same time calling members to be 
more active in their local churches. * 

Again, what is the remedy? The rem-
edy is to take seriously the Christian 
faith you profess, and not to simply 
dabble in it. Should the faith that 
the Church confesses in every age 
be true, and I am settled that it is, 
then it is the source of life that can 
be compared to what a bridegroom 
said recently about his bride: “Sie 
bringt viel Leben in mein Leben! Viel 
Spaß! Viel Bewegung!”

St Paul already knew what the con-
sequences were, if the faith that he 
professed, a faith in a Risen Saviour, 
was not true. He wrote perceptively, 
“If for this life only we have hoped 
in Christ, we are of all people most 
to be pitied.” (1 Corinthians 15.9)

Convinced of what 
St  Paul  wri tes 
above, I am also 
convinced that 
in a world where 
people are making up their 
own Lebensentwürfe left, right 
and centre, that the wisdom of the 
Christian faith is also the basis for 
drawing up a more than simply ac-
ceptable Lebensentwurf for people 
to follow today.

In ending I am reminded of another 
introduction to the blessing. It reads, 
“The God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing”. (Com-
mon Worship, page 299) If we come 
to be settled in our faith we will 
also come to know joy and peace 
in believing! This is indeed a great 
treasure beyond price in the midst 
of this earthly life!

* A variety of good resources for
Bible study can be found on the In-
ternet and one can order Bible Study 
notes through Patricia Hutchinson, 
a member of our Vienna congrega-
tion. Beginning in September we 
will be running an Alpha Course 
and I would urge all who are feeling 
a little dry or are not settled in the 
faith to join us for the ten sessions 
of the Course.
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Revd. Christoph Wutscher

Sunday, 30 June saw the ordi-
nation of our own Christoph 

Wutscher in Chelmsford Cathedral. 
Having moved to the London area a 
few months ago to start a new job, 
I was also privileged to be able to 
attend. 

Unlike cathedrals in most of the 
Church of England dioceses, Chelms-
ford is not large and grand, and also 
not particularly old (large sections 
have been re-built or added since 
the beginning of the 19th century).  
The church, in the centre of the city, 
became a Cathedral only in 1914 
when the Diocese of Chelmsford was 

created to meet the needs of 
the growing population east 
of London. This adaptation 
had a direct impact on 
Christoph’s 30th June or-
dination, as two identical 
services had to be held, 
morning and afternoon, 
to accommodate all 27 
ordinands and their 
guests.  The ordinands 
were all attached to 
parishes extending 
across Barking, Brad-
well and Colchester 

(Christoph’s curacy at St 
Mary with Christ Church, Wanstead, 
falls within the Barking area).

The service itself, conducted by 
Bishop Stephen, the Bishop of 
Chelmsford, had been carefully put 
together to include (in addition to 
the formal ordination service) well-
known hymns ranging from the an-
cient chant, Veni Spiritus, Come Holy 
Ghost, our souls inspire through Come 
down, O Love divine to the chorus, As 
the deer pants for the water. Interest-
ingly, during communion the choir 
sang a number of pieces including 
one in German (Geistliches Lied) by 
Brahms (which I think was much 
appreciated by the members of 
Christoph’s family present!).

The day was warm and sunny, and 
to keep the Cathedral as cool as 
possible the north and south doors 
were left open.  As the church is lo-
cated in the centre of the city, at one by
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point there was an interesting 
blend of music with that of a 
rock band playing in a café just 
around the corner!

Other key members of the 
clergy also took part in the 
service with the Chelmsford Di-
ocesan Director of Ordinands, 
Canon Richard More, reading 
the Gospel (John 20:10-18), 
and the Reverend Canon Jenny 
Tomlinson, mission and min-
istry advisor for the Colchester 
area, delivering the sermon 
which built upon the focus of 
the retreat that she had taken 
with the candidates over the 
preceding few days.

The occasion was certainly a 
very happy one and it was good 
to be able to witness the start 
of Christoph’s ministry, more 
particularly as Christ Church 
has played such a key role in 
helping Christoph to realise 
his vocation as a priest in the 
Church of England.

Dear friends at Christ Church,

Many thanks for your generous gift for my ordination and all your good 
wishes and prayers! Ulrike and I have settled well here in Wanstead 
while I am busy learning all that it needs to be a curate! One of the two 
churches in the parish is Christ Church...so at least a name that I am 
used to! With all best wishes and every blessing, Christoph.

Many thanks and all best wishes,

Christoph
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Christoph Wutscher follows a 
long line of Christ Church con-

gregation members who have taken 
their commitment to the Church of 
England a step further. 

The Revds. Aileen Hackl, Jennifer 
Moberley, Sally Wells and Tania Wit-
ter who were ordained priests some 
time ago, all played an active part 
at Christ Church prior to their ordi-
nation. Laura Fairburn and Barbara 
Ryder in Ljubljana were admitted as 
Readers while Janet Berkowic from 
Zagreb is currently training to be 
a Reader. Matt Earwicker, who left 
Vienna last summer to study for the 
priesthood in England, is now in his 
second year, and Mike Waltner has 
recently set out on the road towards 
ordination (see photos above). If I 
have missed any names from this im-
pressive list, I apologise in advance. 
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A former Chaplain, the Canon 
Bruce Duncan, who served Christ 
Church in the early 1970s, visited 
us in July on the occasion of the 

Canon Bruce Duncan blessing the marriage 
of Dagmar and Torsten

In and Around Christ Church
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wedding of Herbert and Vivian 
Stenzenberger’s daughter, Dagmar, 
to Torsten. Canon Duncan, who is 
well remembered by some members 

of the congregation—he baptised 
Dagmar as well as my own daughter, 
Natascha—also preached at Christ 
Church on 14 July and met up with 
old friends. 

And, speaking of weddings, Joyce 
Gawases married Peter in Kärnten 
on 10 August at a beautiful ceremony 
conducted by the Ven. Patrick Curran 
and attended by several members 
of the Christ Church congregation. 
Congratulations to both new couples. 
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Joyce and Peter with friends from Christ Church 
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John Barker was ordained deacon 
and licensed as As-

sistant Curate for Christ 
Church Vienna, but with 
particular responsibility 
for Yerevan

At an ordination ser-
vice held in the Pro-
Cathedral of Holy Trin-
ity, Brussels on 29th 
June, John Barker was 

ordained deacon, and for his curacy 
was charged by Bishop Geoffrey with 
responsibility to re-establish the An-
glican presence in Yerevan, Armenia. 
Since there is no priest resident in 
Armenia, John’s curacy has been 
assigned to Christ Church, Vienna 
under the direction of the Chaplain. 
So, once again Christ Church has a 
curate, although this time he is based 
some 3000 kilometres from Vienna.

John is, for the moment, a non-
stipendiary curate. He works for the 
European Union, and in April he was 
transferred to Armenia where he will 
be based for the next four years. 
Prior to Armenia, John was based 
in Skopje (Macedonia) where, with 
his wife Ella, he re-established An-
glican worship after a gap of almost 
10 years. They left behind a grow-
ing congregation, which continues 
to meet following their departure, 
sometimes having joint services with 
the Methodist congregation in Skopje 
and at other times having services of 
the word, with a homily and order of 
service provided by John (by e-mail).

Our Man in Yerevan
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Before Skopje, John and Ella were in 
Bucharest, and John assisted at the 
Church of the Resurrection there. He 
was a licensed Reader in the Church 
of England for almost 25 years before 
his ordination as deacon. They have 
one daughter, Laura, who is living 
and working in London where she 
combines studying for an MBA with 
working in the hotel and catering 
industry. In the autumn Laura will 
be part of the opening team for the 
Shangri La Hotel that will be located 
in the Shard building in London (the 
tallest building in Europe!).

John is very thankful that he has 
the possibility to train as a curate 
despite being at such a distance 
from Vienna, and he and Ella are 
very happy to become extended 
(literally distant) members of the 
Christ Church Vienna family!

Prayer of the Month

Lord Jesus, I ask for Your help as I begin this new school year. 

Allow me to experience Your presence in the many blessings You put before me. 

Open my eyes to the new challenges and exciting opportunities that this new school 
year brings. 

Open my heart and mind to new friends and new teachers. 

Give me a generous spirit to be enthusiastic with my studies and courage to accept 
new opportunities. 

Help me to be attentive to my teachers and let me experience Your presence in my new 
friends. Jesus, inspire me to do my best this year! Amen

St Zoravor’s C
hurch Yerevan, w

here A
nglican services 

resum
ed in A

pril after a ten-year break
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Elementary Principles of Biblical Interpretation: A Beginner’s Guide
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There’s a quip attributed to the 
great American author, Mark 

Twain regarding his reading of the 
Bible and it reads something like this: 
“It ain’t those parts of the Bible that 
I can’t understand that bother me, 
it is the parts that I do understand.”

Considering the Bible was written 
by over 40 human authors (but 
one Divine author superintending) 
across the Middle East, Europe, and 
Asia Minor for more than a thou-
sand years, it is a wonder that we 
modern-day readers can understand 
as much as we do. Many excel-
lent books have arisen in just 
the past 20 or 30 years that 
help Christians to understand 
yet more of their Bibles…
and to understand the Bible 
correctly for the most part. 
Over the centuries, rules of 

interpretation have been 
developed that help the 
reader. When these rules 
are observed and applied a 
mighty consensus emerges 
among virtually all Chris-
tian bodies regarding the 
basic theological beliefs of 
the historic Christian faith. 
When these rules are ig-
nored chaos and confusion 
reign, especially among 
the fringe sects who claim 
to be “Christian” but deny 
elemental Christian truths 
as revealed in Holy Scrip-
ture.  

Here are my top twelve 
rules of biblical interpretation that I 
hope will be of use to the parishioner 
in the pew:

1. Always read in context: a text out 
of context is a pretext…for error! 
Sounds simple and yet this important 
rule is habitually ignored by the cults 
and ‘isms of the day.

2. There is immediate context (verses 
before and after), chapter context, 
book context (such as the “Book” of 
Acts) and the full Bible context, i.e. 
Gen. 1:1 to Rev. 22:21.
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Elementary Principles of Biblical Interpretation: A Beginner’s Guide

3. When reading short books, such as 
the epistles in the New Testament, try 
to read the entire book in one sitting.

4. Read the Bible literally, i.e. the 
intended meaning of usage by the 
author: history as historical, poetry 
as such, etc.

5. Pay close attention regarding 
when, where, who, why and to whom 
a Biblical text was written. Much 
confusion and bad theology comes 
from ignoring this principle!

6. The goal is proper exegesis (deriv-
ing meaning from the passage) and 
NOT eisegesis (reading meaning into 
the passage which isn’t there).

7. Be careful to discern between 
universal applications (i.e. Paul’s 
exhortations to Christians to pray 
always) and those tempered by place 
and time (i.e. praying for Paul to 
complete his mission!)

8. Historical passages and events 
reveal theology only very indirectly.

9. Historic doctrines derive best from 
the didactic (teaching) portions of 
scripture.

10. If possible, learn both Hebrew and 
Greek to read scripture in its original 
languages.

11. Allow clear passages to aid in 
interpreting obscure passages.

12. We all come to the biblical text 
with our cultural baggage and pre-

conceived assumptions. The goal is 
to come to the text with both eyes 
and ears open to both the text and 
the Holy Spirit.

A word of caution! If these rules 
are not honoured, the Bible can be 
made to say virtually anything one 
wants it to say: “Then Judas… went 
and hanged himself.” (Matt. 27:3-5). 
“Then said Jesus, Go, and do thou 
likewise.”!! (Luke 10:37). 

The Reverend Jan D. Jensen was 
born in Salt Lake City, Utah, USA 
and graduated from the University 
of Utah magna cum laude with a de-
gree in piano performance. He stud-
ied piano and composition also at 
the then Hochschule für Musik Wien 
in the early 1970s and Rabbinic 
Judaism at Yeshivat Ohr Somayach 
in Jerusalem. He received his M. 
Div. from the Episcopal Theological 
Seminary of the Southwest, Austin, 
Texas and was ordained both deacon 
and priest in the Diocese of Texas 
and has served churches there and in 
Algiers as well as hospital chaplain 
at St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital, 
Houston, Texas. Jan’s two grown 
daughters (Rania and Amira) make 
their home in Austin, Texas while 
Jan returned to Vienna in January 
2011. He recently married Marga-
ret Gichanga, a UN staff member 
from Kenya. Jan finally received his 
“permission to officiate” from the 
Diocese of Europe in April this year 
and is thrilled to serve Christ Church 
on occasion.
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For latecomers, or even those 
arriving just on time, there was 

standing room only in Christ Church 
on Tuesday, 30 July. The occasion 
was an incredibly sad one: the funeral 
of one of Christ Church’s most faith-
ful  and oldest (in terms of longevity) 
members, Nikki Hertford-Scheiber. 
Incredulity was indeed written on 
the faces of the large number of con-
gregation members that someone so 
vibrant, so full of life, so committed 
should be wrenched from us when we 
still needed her so much. The huge 
number of mourners was a just trib-
ute to the high standing with which 
Nikki was held in our community. 
Doubtless, on 30 September when 
her memorial service takes place at 
Christ Church—incidentally, marking 
what would have been her 65th birth-
day—there will be a large turnout, 
and the next issue of Crossways 
will include tributes from a number 
of people from the congregation. I 
personally will not be in Austria at 

that time, but my thoughts will be, 
as they have been since I heard the 
news, with Nikki and those she has 
left behind.

Nikki was without a doubt the most 
active lay member of our community. 
She managed the Church Bulletin 
(the predecessor of Crossways) , 
hosted a yearly Barn Dance in Him-
berg, organized our parish outings 
and served as Church Warden and 
Archdeaconry representative over 
many years. She was also a prison 
visitor and one of the mainstays of 
the Church Bazaar where she made 
countless jars of lemon curd and 
other goodies and provided us all 
with our Christmas crackers. She 
also organized our participation in 
the Women’s World Day of Prayer 
as well as a host of other events and 
activities. Indeed, there are few, if 
any, aspects of life at Christ Church 
in which Nikki was not involved. She 
was a regular participant in our an-
nual church retreats and took part 
in most of the “extra” services at 
Christ Church, despite the fact that 
she lived some way out of Vienna. 
Her Pentecost bonfires were legend, 
and it is fitting that there will be a 
commemoration bonfire following her 
memorial service on 30 September.

Nikki, each of us will be grateful to 
you for a different reason. For my 
part, I always appreciated your ad-
vice, your experience (particularly as 
a former bulletin editor), your warmth 
and your friendship. You live on in 
our hearts.

Our Nikki
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Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity
Saint Michael and All Angels

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity

Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
11.15 First Communion Class
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
11.15 First Communion Class
18.00 Six O’Clock Service 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
11.15 First Communion Class
18.00 Six O’Clock Service 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church
11.15 First Communion Class
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist. Preacher Revd. Paul Needle
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Choral Evensong 

29

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

17.00 Memorial 
 Service for  
 Nikki Hertford- 
 Scheiber, 
 followed by  
 a Bonfire in  
 Himberg

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.45 Alpha (1)

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.45 Alpha (2)

September 2013
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09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

16.00 Animal Blessing
 Service

19.00 Bring and Share

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Church Council   
  meeting

18.30 Reading Group
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

27 28
08.30 Morning Prayer

18.45 Alpha (2)

43 5 6 7
Wednesday

11 12 13 14

21201918

25 26

Thursday Friday Saturday

Saint Matthew

Parish Outing

A R C H D E A C O N R Y  S Y N O D  I N  T H E  U K

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you. Matt. 7:7
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21 22

28 29

23

8

15

Monday Tuesday

6

13

08.30 Morning Prayer
Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity

Last Sunday after Trinity

20

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with Admission to 
 First Communion
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

END OF SUMMER TIME

Ninteenth Sunday after Trinity
Harvest Thanksgiving

Twentieth Sunday after Trinity

Sunday

October 2013

7

27

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Family Eucharist
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.45 Alpha (3)

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.45 Alpha (4)

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.45 Alpha (5)

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.45 Alpha (6)



11 12

18 19

109

31 2 4 5

16

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Church Council
 meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

Wednesday

22 24

29 30  31 1
All Saints Day

10.00 Sung Eucharist

23

8

15

Tuesday

08.30 Morning Prayer

09.30 Holy Communion

17

Thursday Friday Saturday

25 26

Pentecost 2013

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

Council Quiet 
Day

Austrian 
National 
Holiday

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.45 Alpha (3)

16.00 Ecumenical  
 Service in 
 Creationtide in  
 the Kirchliche  
 Pädagogische  
 Hochschule

And he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few. Therefore 
pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. Luke 
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“We must know that we have been created for greater things, not just to be a 
number in the world ...We have been created in order to love and to be loved.” 

“Holy Communion, as the word itself implies, is the intimate union of Jesus 
and our soul and body. If we want to have life and have it more abundantly, we 
must live on the flesh of the Lord. In Holy Communion we find Christ under the 
appearance of bread. Where will you find the joy of loving? - in the Eucharist, 
Holy Communion. Jesus has made Himself the Bread of Life to give us life. Night 
and day, He is there.” Mother Teresa

I urge all parents who regularly attend our church together with their children 
to encourage them to join the church in partaking of the Lord’s Supper Sunday 
by Sunday. This first step in them themselves saying yes to God affirms their 
belonging to Christ and is to be accompanied by a desire that will lead them to 
confirmation, which is the adult profession of the Christian faith. During Sep-
tember Alexandra Schmidt will be giving lessons for all children who wish to 
be admitted to Holy Communion. Children should be seven years old plus. The 
lessons will be on the following Sundays: 8, 15, 22 and 29 September after the 
10.00 service. Children will be admitted on Sunday, 13 October.

“There has never been a renewal of the Church in Western Europe without a 
renewal of prayer and the life of religious communities. Never. And if we want 
to see things changed, it starts with prayer.” Archbishop of Canterbury

There is a small but dedicated group at Christ Church who gather monthly to 
pray for individuals and the life and witness of our church. We meet on Wednes-
day at 19.00. Our next meeting is on Wednesday, 11 September. Please join us.

 

Harvest Thanksgiving           
This year our Harvest Thanksgiving Service will be on Sunday, 6 October. It 
is always a Family Eucharist. In the evening there will be a service of Choral 
Evensong at 1800. If you would like to help decorate the church on Saturday 
morning please contact Vivian Stenzenberger!

Creationtide   
There will be an ecumenical service to mark Creationtide on Wednesday 2 
October, at 16.00 at the Kirchliche Pädagogische Hochschule Wien (Churches 
Teacher Training College), Mayerweckstraße 1, 1210 Vienna. The theme of the 
service is “Risiko Faktor Mensch” (Risk factor human beings). 
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A memorial service for Nikki Hertford-Scheiber will be held at Christ Church 
on Monday, 30 September at 17.00. Ted Scheiber and Christina Fritz (Nikki’s 
daughter) invite members of the congregation to come to Himberg for the light-
ing of the bonfire after the service. The 30 September would have been Nikki’s 
65th birthday. May she rest in peace.

“What Alpha offers, and what is attracting thousands of people, is permission, 
rare in secular culture, to discuss the big questions—life and death and their 
meaning.”  The Guardian, Madeleine Bunting

Beginning in the third week of September Christ Church is once again hosting an 
Alpha Course. This time it will be led by the chaplain assisted by Frank Sauer. 

This is a great opportunity to learn about the Christian faith or to deepen it. I 
would encourage anyone who has an interest in deepening his or her faith to 
attend. 

We will meet at 1845 for a light supper and then begin the formal session at 
1915. The formal session involves showing a video and leaving lots of time for 
questions and discussion afterwards. The dates are 17, 24 September; 1, 8, 15, 
29 October; 5, 12, 19 November and 10 December

Frank and I look forward to welcoming you to Alpha 2013 at Christ Church.

“I cannot think of any other course that covers the introduction to the core be-
liefs of the Christian faith in such an accessible way and so relevant for today.”  
David Suchet, Actor

Last week I visited Jennie and Graham Ratcliffe and naturally talked about the 
hundreds of bottles they make for our Church Bazaar and the British Stall at the 
UN Bazaar. This is a year-round effort, Jennie buys fruits when on special offer 
in the markets and harvests from her own trees in season. This is teamwork, 
Graham´s speciality is cutting out decorative covers for the bottles as well as de-
stoning several kilos of cherries and other fruit while daughter Kathryn has taken 
on the added job of making lemon curd which had been Nikki´s contribution. I 
counted some 40 cartons of empty bottles collected from the Church Shop, alas, 
many unwashed. So I make an appeal to all who save and give bottles to wash 
them thoroughly before bagging them for Jenny, Vivian and other jam makers, as 
there is the extra job of not just rinsing, but washing them, peeling off the labels 
including the sticky glue. Might I add that the British Stall gives her new bottles! 

Hyacinth Österlin
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A book in the same genre as The 
Hare with Amber Eyes1 (though 

not so well written!) and again the 
fascinating story of a Viennese Jew-
ish family. This time not bankers 
but businessmen but again a family 
who came to Vienna in the middle 
of the 19th century, prospered until 
1938 and had to leave. The story is 
told by an Australian descendant.  
He concentrates on the lives of his 
great-grandmother, grandmother 
and mother, therefore taking us 
roughly from 1880 to 2000 and the 
book gives an excellent picture of 
life in turn-of-the-century Vienna in 
a well-to-do family very interested 
in the arts.
1 An interesting review by Marty Siwy of 
The Hare with the Amber Eyes appeared in 
the xxth issue of Crossways.  

They build a house in the Wohle-
bengasse (hence the title of the book 
although Wohlebengasse is named 
after Stefan Edler von Wohleben, 
mayor of Vienna at the start of the 
19th century and has nothing to do 
with good living!). The house was 
designed in its entirety by Hoffmann, 
the great-grandmother is painted 
by Klimt, they know Gustav Mahler, 
Carl Moll and Koloman Moser and 
they are patrons and supporters 
of first the Wiener Werkstätte and 
then the Secession. The author gives 
a  wonderful description of various 
artefacts from this period that were 
still in his grandmother’s flat when 
he was a child.

The First World War seems to have 
affected them very little as a family 
and life continued much as it had 
until the Anschluss.  I think recently 
we get the impression in Christ 
Church that the certainly courageous 
and excellent Reverends Grimes and 
Collard were alone in baptizing Jews, 
but in fact more than 1,700 Viennese 
Jews became Roman Catholics in 
the first five months after the An-
schluss, among them the mother of 
the author, then aged sixteen. Her 
mother and grandmother had been 
nominally Roman Catholic for years 
but religion does not seem to have 
figured much in any of their lives.    
During this period, the sixteen year 
old mother of the author stood as 
godmother to many converts un-
der Father Elzear in the Franciscan 
church.

Tim Bonyhady’s Good Living Street
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Naturally they were persecuted and 
realized they would have to leave 
Vienna. The great- grandmother had 
died in 1936 but the grandmother, 
one great-aunt and the mother man-
aged to get papers for Australia – one 
often has the picture of refugees 
leaving hastily in packed trains with 
one suitcase of their belongings – not 
so in this family!  They took every-
thing with them in containers which 
were shipped to Australia to follow 
their ship – they took furniture, 
pianos, papers, pictures, lace and 
linen, chandeliers, sets of cutlery and 
dinner services – they even took their 
door mats!  The story carries on in 
Australia with their integration into 
their new lives and up to the death of 
the mother at the age of 81 in 2003.

It is an excellent picture of life in 
Vienna at that time and I highly 
recommend it. 

I would like to remind readers of 
another book set in Vienna, that 
was described on these pages one 
year ago. Jugendstil: Otto Wagner’s 
Footprints in Vienna, written by Dr. 
M.P.A.Sheaffer, takes the reader 
on mini tours through the “new 
Vienna” as the city developed into 
one of Europe’s most important 
capitals from the middle of the 
19th century through the First 
World War. 

An important figure was Otto 
Wagner, whose transport system 
underpins five of Vienna’s railway 
lines. Using Wagner’s compre-
hensive transport system, the vis-
itor sees important public build-
ings, including two key banks, 
unusual housing complexes and 
railway stations each of which 
adds to the beauty of the city. 
The book underscores Wagner’s 
connections to the Jugendstil (Art 
Nouveau) movement through his 
own work and that of his friends, 
colleagues and students. 

The book offers practical tips 
about living in and moving around 
Vienna and also draws a parallel 
with other major art movements 
of the time. It is available from the 
publisher (Styria/Pichler Verlag, 
Lobkowitzplatz 1, 1010 Vienna) as 
well as bookstores (Tyrolia, Frick, 
Thalia and Wolfrum) and online 
from Amazon.com, Amazon.
co.uk and Amazon.de.

 ISB
N

 978-3-85431-518-6
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Sunday by Sunday at Christ 
Church we say together the 

words of the Nicene Creed (CW page 
173).  This begins, “We believe in 
one God” and concludes with, “We 
look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come”.

Over the past few months a few 
valued members of our church fam-
ily have passed away. We remember 
them in our hearts, but they no 
longer sit beside us in the pew. Their 
earthly life has ended and some are 
left with questions—or more pre-
cisely, one big question—why?

The Bible has many things to say 
about both life and death, and I 
encourage you to do some digging.  
Here I offer only a very few nuggets 
of gold, which I find helpful.

From Psalm 90 we learn “The days 
of our years are threescore years 
and ten”, i.e. seventy. Our physical 
bodies have not been designed to last 
forever, as those of us who are get-
ting on in years well know. Slightly 
farther along in the same Psalm: “So 
teach us to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts to wisdom”.

Our Christian Belief

The beginning of the Bible tells us of 
God creating all that is and breath-
ing life into Adam, the first human 
being. Christians have always con-
sidered life to be a gift from God, and 
therefore precious, however long, or 
short that life may be. Once I took the 
funeral of a baby who had only lived 
five minutes. A pastor from another 
church had refused to do so. You 
may well say, “Five minutes, why 
bother”? But to the mother of that 
child, it was very important to know 
that her son had been born alive and 
had lived those five minutes.

At the other end of the time scale, 
my friend Frau Stiedl celebrated her 
ninety-second birthday yesterday 
and rejoiced! She can no longer see 
well enough to read, but enjoys the 
sound of programmes on television 
which interest her and is always 
pestering her good friend to Google 
things she does not yet know, or 
cannot remember. Frau Stiedl ad-
mits that her memory is not what it 
used to be.

Most of us are probably somewhere 
in the middle of that time scale. We 
are here, but we don’t know for how 
long. Jesus assures us, “I am the res-
urrection and the life” (John 11:25) 
and these comforting words are very 
often used at the beginning of Angli-
can funerals. In another quote from 
St. John’s Gospel, Jesus said, “This is 
eternal life, that they may know you, 
Father, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sent.” (17:3)by
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An old saying tells us that the only 
things in life which are certain are 
death and taxes. Most of us pay 
taxes, if not directly, then on pretty 
well everything we do or buy. That 
leaves death. Many people would 
prefer not to talk about it and try 
and pretend it does not exist, but 
human experience tells us otherwise. 
At some point in time, each one of 
us will face it and I suppose we all 
have our own way of dealing with it.

Over the years I have found a hymn 
sung in Austrian churches helpful.  It 
begins, “Herr, ich bin dein Eigentum” 
which might be translated as “Lord, 
I belong to you.” It was written by 
Balthasar Münter (1735- 1793). It 
tells how the Lord carries us through 
life to its goal, so that at the end we 
can “Joyfully stride towards God 
our Father.”  When the time comes, 
I hope you will sing it for me at my 
funeral!  

 1. Herr, ich bin dein Eigentum,
dein ist auch mein Leben;
mir zum Heil und dir zum Ruhm
hast du mirs gegeben.
Väterlich führst du mich
auf des Lebens Wegen
meinem Ziel entgegen.

2. Einst kommst du mit großer Kraft
zum Gericht auf Erden,
und ich soll zur Rechenschaft
dann gerufen werden.
Dein Gericht schonet nicht,
Richter aller Welten;
du, du willst vergelten.

3. Weh dann mir in Ewigkeit,
wenn ich deine Gabe,
meine Kräfte, meine Zeit
hier mißbrauchet habe;
wehe mir, hab ich hier
sie nicht treu verwendet,
sorglos sie verschwendet!

4. Möchte täglich dein Gericht
mir vor Augen schweben!
Möcht ich immer meiner Pflicht
treu zu bleiben streben,
daß ich nie töricht sie
außer Augen setze,
nie sie frech verletze!

5. Lehre mich, gewissenhaft
meine Tage zählen,
eingedenk der Rechenschaft,
nur, was gut ist, wählen;
gib, daß ich ernstlich mich
täglich und auch heute
drauf vorbereite.

6. Zeigt sich erst die Ewigkeit
furchtbar in der Nähe,
o dann ist es nicht mehr Zeit,
daß ich Gnad erflehe.
Wann der Tod schon mir droht,
kann ich deinen Willen,
Herr, nicht mehr erfüllen.

7. Mein Gewissen strafe mich
gleich bei jeder Sünde,
daß ich, Mittler, bald durch dich
Gnade such und finde.
Rufe du dann mir zu:
„Sünder, du sollst leben,
Gott hat dir vergeben!“

8. Einst am Tage des Gerichts
werd ich mit den Frommen
zu dem Anschaun deines Lichts
gnädig aufgenommen;
wonnevoll, Jesu, soll
dich im höhern Leben
dann mein Dank erheben!
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Do you feel that Christ Church is meeting your needs?

Every few years, the Christ Church Council (and/or the diocese) surveys 
the opinions of the congregation. This year we want to have feedback on 
how the Church community feels about the opportunities that Christ Church 
provides. The questionnaire will be available at the beginning of September 
and members of the Church Council or other members of the congregation 
will be asking you to complete the form or will ask you a number of questions.

This may include the following:

•	 Why	have	you	chosen	Christ	Church?

•	 Does	Christ	Church	meet	your	needs?	

•	 Are	you	active	and	involved	in	the	work	of	the	Church?

•	 Do	you	take	part	in	the	social	activities	of	the	Church	community?

•	 Do	you	know	what	is	happening	within	the	Church	community?

•	 How	do	you	see	the	future	for	Christ	Church?

If you want your voice to be heard, ask one of the Council—we will be 
wearing badges—and complete the questionnaire. Alternatively, you will 
be able to download the questionnaire from the Christ Church website 
(www.christchurchvienna.org). Otherwise be prepared to be asked during 
September for your views. You can, of course, refuse ... but we would like 
to get as broad a response as possible, and your views do count!

Thank you for your time and for helping to ensure that the Church Council 
knows what today’s congregation thinks.

Strengthening our Faith

Despite rather threatening skies, the 
annual Christ Church BBQ took place 
on Sunday, 25 August, attended by 
nearly 70 members of the congrega-
tion. Entertainment was provided by 
the guests themselves: eight teams 
of some 6 or 7 people acted out a 
hymn of their choice and then sang 

a few verses, with the rest of us 
joining in. As the photos show, it 
appeared that as much fun was had 
by those performing the charades as 
the teams spectating! Guests helped 
their hosts, the Castelino family, with 
clearing up so that we could all enjoy 
ourselves. See you next year!       JC

photos by Robert Reuss and Judy Castelino





CHRIST CHURCH BBQ 2013
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Dates for your Diary

DATE  TIME EVENT

Sept 4 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council meeting

Sept 5 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group

Sept 7 (Sat) 08.45 meet Parish outing to Pöllau, Steiermark

Sept 11 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Sept 17 (Tues) 18.45 Alpha Course begins

Sept 19-22 Archdeaconry Synod, Woking UK

Sept 27 (Fri) 19.00 Bring and Share evening

Sept 28 (Sat) 16.00 Animal Blessing Service

Sept 30 (Mon) 17.00 Memorial Service for Nikki Hertford- 

Scheiber, followed by a get-together  

round the bonfire in Himberg

Oct 2 (Wed) 16.00 Ecumenical Service in Creationtide in  

the Kirchliche Pädagogische Hochschule

Oct 6 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving Family Eucharist

18.00 Choral Evensong

Oct 9 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council meeting

Oct 12 (Sat) Council Quiet Day

Oct 16 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Oct 19 (Sat) 17.00 Nigerian Fest (date to be confirmed)

Nov. 1 (Fri) 10.00 All Saints Day Sung Eucharist

Nov 6 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council meeting

Nov 7 (Thurs) 19.00 Evening at Christ Church to  

commemorate the 1938 Kindertransport

Nov 10 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Sunday

Nov 11 (Mon) 10.50 Remembrance Service in Klagenfurt

Nov 16 (Sat) Annual Bazaar

April 2, 2014 19.00 Annual Church Meeting
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Personal Ads

The blessing of the Church Wardens and the Church Council



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, jaurèsgasse 12




