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Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

Bishop David Hamid was warmly welcomed 
by the congregation when he came to Christ 
Church for two important events in the middle 
of May: the commemoration of the Grimes/
Collard plaque and Confirmation (see pp 8-18).
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Judy

The sun shined on this year’s retreat at Stift Göt-
tweig, although the flooded fields we passed on our 

way to the hilltop monastery were a stark reminder 
of the recent devastating floods that affected the lives 
of so many in Austria and neighbouring countries. As 
aptly described by Frank Sauer on page 28, this year’s 
retreat was somewhat more demanding on participants 
in terms of spiritual and intellectual concentration. Our 
retreat leader, Dr. Richard Fermer, guided us gently but 
firmly, showing us how to better structure our prayers 
and rediscover a closeness with God. I felt particularly 
lost after one session, and sat down with John to take 
a closer look at the framework provided. We were 
soon joined by Mike, who was equally at sea. Then 
Frank, Hyacinth, Christina and Mary joined our group 
in succession. Sitting together in a shady spot in the 
tranquillity of the monastery, we each contributed our 
personal thoughts on Dr. Fermer’s words. Through our 
discussions that focused on our individual experiences 
in life, we arrived at a better understanding and, yes, 
a greater closeness both to one another and to God. 
Conversation was probably not what Dr. Fermer had 
had in mind when he sent us away to contemplate in 
silence and alone how best to structure our prayers, 
but nonetheless we achieved the desired aim.

Today’s hectic pace of life leaves less time for conversa-
tion than in days gone by. Too often in life words are 
left unspoken. How many times have we heard—or 
uttered ourselves—the words “I wish I had told him/
her how much I appreciated his/her friendship/love/
companionship”, when the person in question slipped 
out of our lives. While we undoubtedly all have a need 
for quiet times, words unsaid can haunt us for the rest 
of our days just as much as words we might wish had 
been unsaid! Don’t delay with that phone call to an 
old and dear friend; don’t wait too long before visiting 
your grandparents; let your partner, children, parents, 
brothers and sisters and friends and relations know 
how much they mean to you. Enjoy the holidays, 
spend time with those people who are important to 
you and God bless!
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I have just said Morning Prayer, 
which most often begins 

with the arrow prayer “O, Lord 
open our lips!” and to which 
we respond, wherever we find 
ourselves, “And our mouth shall 
proclaim your praise.” An ear-
lier English translation has “And 
our mouth shall shew forth thy 
praise.” 

The other week I was asked, 
”What is the point of Matins?” 

more commonly known to us as 
Morning Prayer. Initially I was taken 
aback by this question and have 
brooded on it. Let me emphasise be-
fore I proceed that I welcome ques-
tions, because questions are ways 
into conversation. My spontaneous 
answer at the time was that Matins 
as we know it at Christ Church grew 
out of the daily prayer offices of the 
monasteries. 

Matins therefore, unbeknown to 
many, connects us to the praying 
tradition of the Church down the 
ages. Even today monks and nuns 
can pray up to seven times a day. 
Five times a day is more common. At 
the English Reformation one of the 
goals of the Reformers was to gather 
people for regular daily communal 
prayer. The Reformers sought, yes, 
to popularise the praying tradition of 
the church.  They wanted to broaden 
its appeal. 

The Reformers were innovators, 
while remaining rooted in the living 

tradition of the Church – the body of 
Christ. In order to obtain their objec-
tive Thomas Cranmer (Archbishop of 
Canterbury, 1533–1556) reduced the 
five offices of the Church to two by 
amalgamating the offices. The result 
of this amalgamation is Morning and 
Evening Prayer as you find it both in 
the Book of Common Prayer and in 
Common Worship, Sunday Services 
and Daily Prayer. The objective being 
that every Christian should be able 
to set aside thirty minutes a day to 
pray in the morning and the even-
ing. The Reformers may have been 
too optimistic, but their intention is 
clear. The people of God should be a 
praying people, a people who praise 
God with their lips and shew forth 
God in their lives.

Sung Matins happens only on the 
fifth Sunday of the month at Christ 
Church, when there is no Major 
Feast like St Michael and All Angels 
or a pastoral need like a baptism. 
But every Tuesday morning up to 
five of us gather at the church to say 
Morning Prayer together.
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Another objective of the English Re-
formers – they were mainly scholars 
–was that everyone should be able 
to read the Bible for themselves. The 
other day I was a little surprised 
when I heard that a parishioner did 
not have a Bible at home to read, 
mark, learn and inwardly digest! The 
Reformers believed that all Scrip-
ture was caused (written) for our 
learning. Paul writes, “All scripture 
is inspired by God and is useful for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness....” 
(2 Timothy 3.16) Anyone who has 
seriously engaged with the Bible 
will have learnt much about human-
ity’s aspiration to know God, God’s 
revelation of Himself to the world, 
will have drawn close to the God of 
the Hebrews and learnt much about 
human affairs: political, economic 
and familial. In contrast to the above, 
another parishioner’s Bible is so 
marked up and thoroughly read 
that its charm lies not in its looking 
pristine but in its being “a lantern 
to my feet”.

Often one distinguishes between the 
God of the philosophers and the God 
who has made himself known to the 
Hebrew people through Jesus Christ 
and the empowering of his follow-
ers at Pentecost. Today they are not 
often the same. As I write, I recall 
arguments that I had with practicing 
Christians as a young adult, being of 
a deist frame of mind. I had an idea 
of what God and the Church were 
about, but came to realise by attend-

ing a local church that to know the 
God proclaimed by the liturgy is a 
life source that brings joy and peace 
based on divine love. In the same 
way, as I have been exposed to the 
Scriptures through disciplined and 
ordered reading, study and sermon 
preparation I have found the Bible to 
be a life-giving treasure trove. The 
Bible holds before us the living God, 
who is always more than our imagin-
ing. By keeping close to Scripture we 
keep close to God’s otherness and 
are equipped for life and ministry in 
this our generation.

At the Annual General Meeting of 
the Austrian Bible Society we were 
addressed by a translator from the 
German Bible Society. In the 1990s 
the German Bible Society decided to 
commission a new translation of the 
Bible into German to set alongside 
Luther’s Bible. It is called the Basisbi-
bel (English: Foundation Bible). The 
speaker outlined the objectives of the 
translation: for example no sentence 
is to contain more than fourteen Ger-
man words, uncommon words and 
concepts are explained in the margin 
of each page, much thought has been 
given to layout etc. Each of us was 
given a copy of St Luke’s Gospel and 
to my delight I am enjoying reading 
this new translation of the Bible 
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into German. I can recommend it to 
others to strengthen their German. 
There is now a complete edition 
of the New Testament. There is an 
app, which costs more than we are 
used to, but it is a one-off purchase 
and the website is interactive. The 
translator said this may be the last 
major scholarly translation into Ger-
man for the foreseeable future owing 
to the scarcity of resources. We will 
see. I am always a little proud when 
I meet Christians who are profes-
sional, dedicated, knowledgeable 
and engaged in serving a greater 
good with humility. 

In summing up I want to return to 
that very innocent question, “What 
is the point of Matins?” The main 
point of Matins is to remind us that 
we too must have a disciplined 
prayer life and attend to the reading 
of the Bible regularly indeed daily, 
ideally in an ordered form. This 
discipline of prayer and Bible read-
ing coupled with regular Sunday 
worship is an anchor in our lives. Of 
course it requires effort and it does 
take time. It is a worthwhile use of 
our time? Absolutely! 

O Lord, open thou our lips! And our 
mouth shall shew forth thy praise!

Almighty God, we thank you for the gift 
of your holy word.

May it be a lantern to our feet, a light 
upon our paths, and a strength to our 
lives. 

Take us and use us to love and serve all 
people in the power of the Holy Spirit 
and in the name of your Son,Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

The following words are from Richard 
Bromley, Mission Director of the In-
tercontinental Society (ICS). 

“The challenge for me, in a world 
where I am never off line and where 
busyness appears unavoidable, is this: 
how do we recover the art of lying 
fallow in the presence of God? This 
summer, as we think about holidays 
and rest, what a challenge to actually 
take sabbath rest; to take days when 
we just rejoice in the freedom that we 
have, that we are no longer slaves. 
That means we can lavish time off on 
our family and friends, and enjoy wor-
ship and fellowship without having to 
look at our watches or worrying about 
the next thing we must do. We actively 
stop to remember that we are not 
slaves to anything, but free in Christ.

I find it challenging that I am so will-
ing to break the fourth commandment 
and congratulate others when they do, 
as if busyness is a modern day virtue. 
As a postscript, I have tried to keep a 
sabbath recently, and it really is hard 
work! It does not just happen. It takes 
planning and discipline. Sabbath is 
the lasting reminder that we are set 
free and no longer slaves.
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1.   We praise/thee O/God: we acknowledge/thee to/be the/Lord.

2.  Forty five/countries of the/world: acknowledge/Geoffrey to/be our/ 
bishop.

3.   From/Atlantic/island: to/Mongolia/in/land.

4.   Hats from many/languages and/nations: adorn/his /official/home.

5.   His pantograph/of dis/tance: Measures/flights train/tracks and/airports;

6.   Airlines/and air/miles fr/om/his home/at Worth.

7.   His hymn writing/is better/than this: The misuse of/unimaginative/ 
anonyms/maddens him.

8.   He has met with  Beatitudes  Holinesses and Patriarchs, Modesties 
and Humilities/and with/Popes: and  Dukes and/Duchesses/and with our/ 
Royalty.

9.   He teaches/from Keeble/to John Newman: and from/seven/Archdea-
cons/to four.

10.   And/we pray/O Lord; that/he might/enjoy/his retirement.

Glory be to the Father, and/to the/Son, and/to the/Holy/Ghost. As it was 
in the beginning, is now and/ever/shall be, world without/end/A/A/men.

Psalm 151—Psalm of David

This year’s diocesan synod was held in Bergisch Gladbach, near Cologne 
from 2-7 June.  The Eastern Archdeaconry was represented by Arch-
deacon Patrick Curran, The Revd. Canon Malcolm Bradshaw, the Revd. 
Canon Simon Stephens, Christine Saccali and Miranda Kopetzky. As this 
was Bishop Geoffrey’s last Synod before he retires at the beginning of 
November, farewells and tributes were paid to him at the concluding 
formal dinner on Thursday evening. Below is a psalm performed after 
the formal dinner—one of the four contributions—and written by the 
Ven. David Sutch, Archdeacon of Gibraltar, in honour of Bishop Geoffrey.
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Grimes & Collard

As reported in the last issue of 
Crossways, on Saturday, 18 

May, an important event took place 
at Christ Church commemorating the 
actions of two chaplains of Christ 
Church—Rev. Hugh Grimes and 
Revd. Frederick Collard—that helped 
save the lives of hundreds of Jews 
in Vienna in 1938, 75 years ago. A 
plaque, beautifully designed by Anna 
Zeilinger was blessed by Bishop David 
Hamid at a special service attended 
by the British Ambassador, members 
of the diplomatic corps in Vienna and 
other dignitaries. Statements were 
read by Fred Gruber (pp 14-15) and  
Dr. Harold Chipman (see Crossways 
No. 71). An extract from Bishop 
David’s homily is given on pp 10-11). 
They provide valuable background 
information for those unaware of the 
events leading up to the 75 years’ 

On Saturday I attended the memorial ser-
vice for the unveiling the commemoration 
plaque dedicated to Grimes & Collard. 
The service was of particular interest to 
me because my grandparents and uncle 
were Viennese Jews who were baptised at 
the church in July 1938 before departing 
to the UK where they settled. It is by 
chance that I am now living in Vienna 
due to my husband’s employment at the 
British Embassy, and so of course it felt 
very fitting that I was able to attend. I 
found the service beautiful and poignant.

On a previous visit to Vienna my mother 
got in touch with Christ Church and was 
able to get copies of the baptism register 
for my grandparents and uncle. As she 
continues to research our family history 
she is always very grateful to receive ad-
ditional information. I wondered whether 
it would be possible to get copies of the 
photographs taken of the event. I know 
that my mother would be very interested 
to receive them and they would greatly 
support the research she has already 
accumulated.

With kinds regards,
Sacha Hale.

commemoration. A reception was 
enjoyed by all in the garden after the 
service. 

It has been exciting to hear from 
people with first hand information 
about the events, as was the case with 
Dr. Chipman. After the service, the 
Church Office received the following 
letter from a member of Saturday’s 
congregation, an extract of which is 
given below:
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Bishop David Hamid:

Tonight we commemorate and 
give thanks for the extraordinary 

ministry of two priests who have 
served this parish of Christ Church. 
In the context of the dark days of 
the Anschluss in Austria, these 
two men witnessed to God’s truth 
that there can be no discrimination 
among people, and no harassment 
of any person on account of race 
or religion. Their quiet but heroic 
acts over several months, when the 
storm clouds of war were menacing 
and when few were willing to take a 
stand against the violent and racist 
dogma of the Third Reich, witnessed 
to a fundamental truth: the dignity, 
freedom, and rights of every human 
being are sacred, as we believe that 
every human being is created in 
God’s own image.

The Revds Hugh Grimes and Fred-
erick Collard, in the context of the 
ever darkening night that Austria 
was entering after the annexation 
by the Third Reich, took prophetic 
action in order to save lives. They 
were not Christian lives; they were 
Jewish lives. Almost immediately 
after the Annexation which occurred 
over the fateful weekend of 11-13 
March 1938, the future of the Jewish 
community in Vienna came under 
alarming threat. 

For Hugh Grimes, the threat was 
clear, imminent and directed towards 
the lives of those he considered his 
brothers and sisters, the lives of fel-
low human beings. British political 
and diplomatic sensibilities had not 
yet been awakened to the full sig-
nificance of the Nazi policy towards 
Jews. But, Grimes, as records now 
show, from the day after the An-
schluss itself, took steps to protect 
threatened lives. He began baptising 
Jews. He took this extraordinary de-
cision based on an earnest hope and 
prayer that a baptismal certificate 
from a Church of England parish 
would provide some sort of protec-
tion for those whose Jewish identity 
meant they were marked for death. 
Perhaps he hoped that the fact that 
Christ Church was an outpost of 
the established Church of England 
and that Christ Church itself was 
an Embassy Chapel would give the 
needed cover to the vulnerable. In 
any case, he discerned that prompt 
action was required and came to a 
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decision very quickly that this meas-
ure might buy some precious time for 
those so baptised, in order to enable 
them to make preparations to obtain 
the visas and permissions required 
to leave for a safe haven abroad. In 
just over three months, over 900 Jews 
were baptised by Grimes. Services 
were held six days a week.  

In July 1938, Grimes, a loyal and 
obedient Churchman felt he had to 
explain his actions to the authorities 
of the Church, so he returned to Lon-
don to meet with them. There was 
much discomfort about his action 
among the hierarchy of the Church of 
England. Although his own Bishop, 
my predecessor in fact, who was in 
those days known as the Suffragan 
Bishop of Fulham, Basil Staunton 
Batty, supported him in the face of 
challenge from Lambeth Palace itself, 
Grimes did not return to Vienna. But 
Bishop Batty replaced him with the 
Reverend Frederick Collard, who 
had been his own curate, and whom 
he knew well, and who had previ-
ously been the Church of England 
priest in Cologne, Germany. Collard 
continued the baptisms, sometimes 
carrying out over 100 a day. And 
he even withstood arrest by the 
Gestapo, as, unlike Grimes, he had 
no diplomatic immunity. All in all 
some 1,800 Jews were baptised by 
Grimes and Collard, before Collard 
himself had to return to England in 
September 1938. It seems that all 
but about 100 were saved from Nazi 
persecution. 

Despite those in authority back in 
London who raised questions about 
what they felt might be abuse of the 
sacrament of baptism, and the po-
litical and diplomatic doubts about 
the real threat to the Jews, these two 
men were convinced of the right-
ness of their course of action. They 
took their inspiration from the One 
who himself was not afraid to chal-
lenge either the religious orthodoxy 
or the political status quo of the 
day, in order to serve and love his 
brothers and sisters. When chal-
lenged by the authorities about his 
hungry disciples plucking corn on 
the Sabbath, the sharp response of 
Jesus was “The Sabbath was made 
for the sake of man and not man for 
the Sabbath” (Mk 2.27). Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, himself a Jew, would 
know that it was a principle of the 
Jewish faith that in order to save life, 
all measures, with the exception of 
idol worship, can and must be taken. 
Grimes and Collard stand in this 
great tradition.

The genocide of the Shoah, surely 
one of the most tragic and evil chap-
ters in all human history, followed 
on what was close to two thousand 
years of history marked by confron-
tation, persecution, hatred and other 
manifestations of the grievous sin of 
anti-Semitism. The divisions in our 
communities meant that Christian 
and Jew hardly knew each other. 
Although in this city the large and 
well established Jewish Community 
was well integrated into Viennese 

on Dignity and Freedom

è
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society, the evil of anti-Semitism 
rose up alarmingly swiftly, follow-
ing the annexation. Soon after his 
arrival here in 1934, the Revd Hugh 
Grimes sought to address this his-
tory of division and separation and 
in his own personal life, he sought to 
form solid bonds of friendship with 
many members of Jewish families 
in this city. 

He demonstrated that to build up 
relations between peoples, relations 
based on what we have in common, 
to promote fellowship, friendship 
and bonds of unity and charity, 
is fundamental to our witness as 
Christians. It is demanded by the 
profound theological truth that it is 
from one stock which God created 
the people of the entire earth (Acts 
17.26). Coming from the one stock, 
we all share a common destiny – a 
common destiny with God himself 
who created us in the first place. 

Within the entire family of the hu-
man race, there are no two peoples 
who are more closely linked and 

bound to each other, than Jews and 
Christians, understanding ourselves 
to be children of Abraham. Christians 
must never forget that the Church’s 
relationship to the Jewish people 
is unlike the one she shares with 
any other religion. St Paul speaks 
eloquently of this in the lesson from 
Romans (11.17-24) read tonight. He 
teaches us about the ancient, solid 
and good olive tree, which is Israel, 
the one people of God, onto whom 
we, the newcomers, the wild olive of 
the Gentiles have been grafted. Our 
own spiritual nourishment as Chris-
tians comes from and grows out of 
this solid and eternal covenant which 
God established with his beloved 
people Israel.

The inhumanity with which the Jews 
of Europe were persecuted, humili-
ated and massacred during the holo-
caust of the last century is beyond 
the capacity of our words to express, 
or even our minds to imagine. And 
all was done for the sole reason 
that they were Jews. We Christians 

admit with immense sorrow and 
penitence, the silence and com-
plicity of far too many, members 
and leaders of the Churches.  So 
today we take inspiration and 
hope from these two men here in 
Vienna, Hugh Grimes and Fred-
erick Collard for their brave work, 
to attempt to save Jewish lives. We 
take inspiration today from their 
unswerving belief that we cannot 
dare to pray to God the Father, the 
Father of all, if we do not treat all 

Bishop David with Dr. Harold Chipman
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Bishop David blessing the plaque

mercy and Giver of life. In Jesus your 
Son you have called us to follow the 
great commandment that we love 
our neighbour as we love ourselves. 
Hear us we pray, and send down 
your blessing upon us as we dedicate 
this commemorative plaque, recall-
ing the acts and witness of Hugh 
Grimes and Frederick Collard. May 
our hearts be inspired to stand in 
the strength of the Gospel, against 
all that threatens the dignity of hu-
man life. Receive into your kingdom 
all whose lives were ended by terror 
and persecution, and those who 
gave of themselves to save others. 
And may there be abundant peace 
from heaven and life for us and for 
all people. Blessed be God for ever.

O God, lead us from death to life, 
from falsehood to truth. Lead us from 
despair to hope, from fear to trust. 
Lead us from hate to love, from war 
to peace. Let peace fill our hearts, 
our world, our Universe. 

of our neighbours as our brothers 
and sisters. May Christians and 
Jews never again be separated 
from each other, in communities of 
isolation. It is together as Children 
of Abraham that we must offer to 
the world an ever more compelling 
shared witness to the One God 
and his sacred commandments, 
to the sanctity of life, the promo-
tion of human dignity, and to the 
need to build a world of justice, 
reconciliation and peace for future 
generations.

We pray to God that we, too, may 
have the courage and the faith, 
whenever spiritual darkness and 
evil begins to fall upon the face 
of the land, whenever human be-
ings are cast down and trampled 
upon, overcome by oppressors and 
weighed down with hopelessness, 
and threatened with death, that we 
too, will raise high the standard of 
God’s love, whatever the cost. 

Let us pray: Lord God of Abraham, 
bless the children of your covenant, 
both Jew and Christian; take from 
us all blindness and bitterness of 
heart, and hasten the coming of your 
kingdom, when the Gentiles shall 
be gathered in, all Israel shall be 
saved, and we shall dwell together 
in mutual love and peace under 
the one God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

For the blessing of the plaque: 
Blessed are you O Lord, God of 
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Reflections on Two Good Men

There are two instances when 
Christ Church Vienna became 

involved in the history of Austrian 
Jewry: To students of  Zionism and the 
eventual establishment of Israel, the 
name of the Rev. William H. Hechler, 
Chaplain of Christ Church Vienna 
from 1885 to 1910 is well known. 
An expert on the subject of bibli-
cal prophesy and author of a book 
entitled The Restoration of the Jews to 
Palestine he approached  Dr. Theodor 

Herzl, the founder of modern Zion-
ism. They became lifelong friends and 
Hechler is remembered as a strong 
supporter of  that movement. You will 
find his name inscribed on the list of 
chaplains on the right hand side as 
you enter the nave.  

Today on the 75th anniversary of the 
far more important second event, we 
are unveiling a plaque in  memory of 
the Reverends Hugh Grimes and Fred 
Collard and their, shall we say, very 
unusual actions, between March and 
September 1938, in Nazi occupied 
Vienna. Who were these priests and 
what may have prompted their ac-
tions?

The Rev. Hugh Grimes, Chaplain from 
1934 to July 1938 and his successor 
the Rev. Frederick Collard were by  
no means ordinary men of the cloth. 
Ordained in 1904, Hugh Grimes 
was first a teacher of mathematics 
at Cambridge, then in Australia and 
since the 1920s, a Fellow of the Royal 
Geographical and Historical Societies. 
In 1926 he entered the Foreign Service 
of the Church and occupied himself 
intensively with Jewish communities. 

When he was installed at Christ 
Church Vienna in 1934 he had ar-
rived in a country torn by civil strife in 
which parliament had been abolished 
a year before. It had been replaced by 
a system later defined as Austrofas-
cism, trying to copy Mussolini’s Italy 
and  supposed by some, compared to 
what was happening in neighbouring  
Nazi Germany, to be the lesser evil.by
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Fred Gruber was one of the last Austrian 
children to escape by train to the UK 
before the annexation of Austria by the 
Nazis on the organized Kindertransport. 
As one of Christ Church’s most active 
nonagenarians, he gave a moving speech 
on the occasion of the inauguration of 
the Grimes/Collard plaque on 18 May. 
The following is an extract.
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By his scientific background Grimes 
must have been a keen observer of 
secular events. He had also become a 
member of the Vienna Beefsteak Club 
where he must have met Eric Gedye  
a brilliant journalist and political 
author, whose famous book Fallen 
Bastions, later recorded the history 
of the late 1930s. During the follow-
ing years of Grimes’ tenure, those in 
power lamentably failed to preserve 
Austria’s independence. Attempts to 
drive out the devil by Beelzebub are 
bound to fail. As the late Lucian O. 
Meysels correctly observed “he was 
exactly the right man who was needed 
in Vienna during those critical days”, 
during the spring and summer of 1938 
that culminated with the surrender 
at Munich. 

The Rev. Frederick Collard was 69 
years of age when he took over from 
Grimes in July 1938. He had served as  
a medical officer in the British army 
during the Boer War and had been  
awarded a  medal for bravery. By the 
end of World War I he had risen to 
the rank of Major and as such served 
in the British Army of the Rhine. After 
the end of the Rhineland occupation, 
he stayed on in Germany. By his ef-
forts on behalf of the Anglican com-
munity there he became acquainted 
with Bishop Basil Staunton Batty who 
consecrated him as priest in 1936. He 
was a  front line witness or Zeitzeuge 
to the violent political events that took 
place in  Germany during the third 
and fourth decades of the 20th cen-
tury, resulting in Hitler’s rise to power.

Confronted with these events from 
March to September 1938, their Chris-
tian faith and their convictions com-
pelled Grimes and Collard  to help.  
They used the one means at their 
disposal—baptism. For those visa 
and border officials not yet imbued 
with the racial definition of Judaism, 
the production of such a document 
was often seen to satisfy emigration 
regulations. Thus many who had 
come to Christ Church were able to 
leave for the safety of neighbouring 
countries. Hardly two months after 
the last baptism, the persecution of 
the Jews reached new heights in the 
‘Kristallnacht’ pogroms, the next  year 
saw the Munich agreement torn to 
shreds  and by  September 1939, Great 
Britain was at war with Germany.   

Finally I would like to mention another 
plaque, on the wall of the palace of 
Westminster. It is in memory of the 
unopposed passing of a motion in the 
House of Commons establishing the 
legal basis for the “Kindertransport” 
cutting right across all existing regula-
tions. In the event, the lives of thou-
sands of children including my own, 
were saved by offering them a refuge 
in England. No doubt a vindication for 
Grimes and  Collard and their actions.

Is there a lesson to be learned? I can 
only quote Edmund Burke, 1729- 97, 
liberal philosopher and Member of 
Parliament: “for the triumph of evil it 
is only necessary that good men do 
nothing”. Hugh Grimes and Frederick  
Collard were good men who did what 
they could.  

T
he author w

ould like to acknow
ledge the painstaking research and articles on this subject by G

iles M
acD

onogh, Lucian O
. 
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Confirmation 2013



Confirmation candidates and 
those being received into the 

Church of England on 19 May were 
triply blessed: Bishop David Hamid 
made it a truly special occasion for 
them, the weather was glorious and 
it was Pentecost Sunday. Of the two 
confirmation candidates—Tara Har-
beck and Oliver Hecht—young Oliver 
had travelled with his family from 
Graz for the event, having received 
his confirmation preparation at the 
Lutheran church there. 

Of those being received into the 
Church of England—John Castelino, 
Katarzyna Godula and Wolfgang 
Reiter—John and Wolfgang are very 
long-standing members of our con-
gregation, and Katarzyna is also no 
newcomer. Wolfgang and Katarzyna 
are the parents of Amber, who was 

Admission to the Church of England 
also involves a certain amount of 
preparation and the Christ Church 
clergy take the time to ensure that 
each candidate has carefully thought 
through the process, is familiar with 
the tenets of the Church of England, 
and has made up his or her mind to 
make a greater commitment to the 
church. 

During the service, each candidate 
and indeed the entire congregation, 
(including the choir seated in the 
choir loft—see cover!) received a 
shower of holy water from Bishop 
David during a renewal of the bap-
tismal vows at the font. 

The Bishop took time to greet the 
congregation after the service. All in 
all, a day to remember and cherish.

from left to right: Katarzyna Godula, Tara Harbeck, Bishop David, Wolfgang Reiter, 
Oliver Hecht and John Castelino
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Christ Church is holding an Alpha course in the autumn. The Alpha course 
seeks to explore the basics of the Christian faith. It is suitable for enquirers and 
those who want to deepen their understanding of the Christian faith. The course 
will be led by the Chaplain. At a recent meeting of Soundings one participant 
commented on one of the values of Soundings. People feel they are in a safe 
environment and able to ask questions. Alpha, like Soundings, will be a safe 
environment where questions and exploration will be encouraged. 

At the time of writing the proposal is to have this year’s course on a Sunday 
evening after the Six O’clock service meal. Those attending the Alpha course 
can then participate in the meal and stay on for the Alpha session. Please look 
out for further details in the September/October edition of Crossways as well 
as on our website and in the wrap.

Christ Church is organising a safeguarding workshop for all those in our church 
who are working with children and vulnerable adults. Our workshop leader will 
be the Revd Paul Needle who is the Bishop’s Press Officer. The workshop is on 
31 August at the Church Centre. Please be in touch with the Church Office if 
you are interested in attending and would like to receive further information. 

The opportunity exists for children aged 8 and older to be prepared to receive 
Holy Communion after instruction and a short service of admission. Instruction 
normally takes place in the early part of the autumn. The Chaplain needs to 
know by the middle of August, if parents are presenting their children for First 
Communion.

Christ Church is now on facebook. If you have interesting items you think worth 
posting please be in touch with the facebook coordinator Victoria Schilowsky. 
Facebook is now linked to our website page. The address is www.facebook.
com/christchurchvienna.

It may be possible to have one more walk on the Rax concluding with a BBQ 
at Patrick Knox-Peebles’ home at Prein an der Rax. The date pencilled in the 
church calendar is Saturday, 17 August. Details will be announced via the wrap 
as they become known. On 25 August, John and Judy Castelino are opening their 
home for the annual Christ Church BBQ for those attending the 10.00 service 
that day. A list will be posted in the church nearer the time. No food required, 
but everyone should be prepared to help in one capacity or another on the day!
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It is with pleasure that I can announce that the choir of Exeter Cathedral will 
be at Christ Church on Sunday, 14 July for Choral Evensong at 18.00. If you are 
coming to the service please bring some finger food for the reception after the 
service. This promises to be a splendid occasion. I am sorry to miss this service. 
I was ordained deacon and priest (1984/85) in Exeter Cathedral and served my 
curacy in the parish of St Michael and All Angels, Heavitree in Exeter.

The year’s Church Outing on Saturday, 6 September is being organized by our 
organist Emanuel Schmelzer-Ziringer. He will show us the area in Styria where 
he grew up. We would particularly like to encourage families with children to 
attend, and promise a lively programme for them, both on the journey and dur-
ing our visits. The tentative programme is as follows:

08.45 Meet outside the Kaisermühlen/VIC U-Bahn (U1)
09.00 Leave Vienna
10.30 Arrive in Vorau, Steiermark
11.00 Guided tour of the Augustine Monastery at Vorau
12.00 Short drive to Pöllauberg to visit the Gothic church with its   
 superb organ. Emanuel will play some pieces for us if we twist his arm! 
13.00 Weather permitting, we will have a picnic while enjoying a   
 magnificent view of Slovenia. Games for the children and the young  
 at heart! There will be a wet weather alternative.
15.00 The hikers among us can make their way down the hill to Pöllau   
 while the others can do the same trip by bus. We may have time for  
 a visit to a local Konditorei before a visit to the Basilika at 16.30.
17.00 We drive to Hartberg where we will have an evening service at the   
 Karner Church
18.30 Dinner at a Heurige or Gasthaus
20.15 Leave Hartberg for Vienna
22.30 Arrive back in Vienna

The cost of the trip is EUR 45 for adults and EUR 15 for schoolchildren and 
younger. This includes the bus (comfortable, air-conditioned with reclinable 
seats and WC), the guided tour of the monastery and dinner (with a drink). 
Participants are requested to bring something for the common picnic table as 
well as water bottles for the journey. We will meet at the airport bus stop on the 
side road of the Wagramerstrasse, outside the U1 and the Vienna International 
Centre. There is free underground parking for those coming to the bus-stop by 
car next to Gate 1 of the VIC which on Saturday, should not be full. For those 
coming by U-Bahn, get off at the Kaisermuehlen/VIC station and leave by the 
VIC exit, down the steps to the Wagramerstrasse side lane (Nebenfahrbahn). For 
additional information, please contact Judy Castelino (0650/4747473). 



24

by
 C

la
us

 V
og

l
Austrian Abbeys

I often act as a tourist guide for in-
ternational friends, colleagues and 

acquaintances. In addition to the 
magnificent cathedral of St. Stephen’s, 
I usually also show my guests the Jes-
uit or University church at Dr. Ignaz 
Seipel-Platz. From the outside, the 
building looks modest: two relatively 
small Baroque towers, a two coloured 
painting, some windows and statues 
of saints in niches; even the portal is 
not overwhelmingly large, in contrast 
to other buildings in Vienna. But step-
ping inside, the impression changes 
completely: a total work of art (Gesa-
mtkunstwerk) and also of total attack 
on the eyes. Fake marble columns in 
pink and light green alternate; the 
ceiling gives the impression of a high 
dome, the benches are massive and 
lavishly decorated, and the altars and 
paintings on the side overwhelm the 
senses. Right above the entrance, the 
battle between good and evil is fought 

and angels dump demons down from 
the heavens. Yet not the mighty and 
powerful prevail. Following the verses 
of Psalm 113: “He raises the poor from 
the dust and lifts the needy from the 
ash heap; he seats them with princes, 
with the princes of his people. He set-
tles the childless woman in her home 
as a happy mother of children.” Jesus 
is depicted as a baby, at the time the 
Holy Family is fleeing from persecu-
tion to Egypt, and He is also depicted 
as a baby, when the Magi adore Him. 
The altar is reminiscent of a stage and 
the painting of the triumphal assump-
tion of Mary represents the church as 
a whole: the meek and lowly hand-
maid rising to eternal glory.

Yet the man commissioning this work 
in 1703, was Emperor Leopold I, who 
had just defeated the Protestants and 
the Ottomans and his Hapsburg Em-
pire was rising to its greatest heights. 
Hence the victory celebrated visually 
inside of this church was also that of 
the Roman Catholic counterreforma-
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Part Three: The Jesuit or 
University Church in Vienna 

è

tion over the Protestant Reformation 
in Austria. The artist redecorating an 
earlier church building was the Jesuit 
Andrea Pozzo, who died unexpect-
edly in 1709 and was buried inside 
the church. In fact, the Jesuits, who 
built and have operated this church 
since then (with some interruptions), 
were instrumental in the victory of the 
counter-reformation in Austria. 

The Society of Jesus, as the Jesuits 
call themselves, was founded by Ig-
natius of Loyola, a Basque nobleman 
and his friends. Ignatius of Loyola 
(1491-1556) was a contemporary 
of Martin Luther (1486-1546). Yet 
their personalities and legacies are 
opposite. Ignatius was a soldier who 
was seriously wounded in the bat-
tle of Pamplona in 1592. During his 
recovery, he underwent a spiritual 
conversion. In the following years, 
he prayed up to seven hours per day, 
often in a cave. This formed the basis 
of his “spiritual exercises” or Christian 
meditations. 

He studied Latin and theology first 
in Alcala and later in Paris. There 
he formed the Society of Jesus with 
like-minded friends. In addition to the 
vows of poverty and chastity, mem-
bers of the order also vowed obedi-
ence. Characteristic is the rule 13 of 
Ignatius’ “Rules for thinking within the 
church”: “That we may be altogether 
of the same mind and in conformity 
[...], if [the Church] shall have defined 
anything to be black which to our eyes 
appears to be white, we ought in like 
manner to pronounce it to be black.” 

T h e  J e s u i t  o r -
der quickly gained 
ground in the highest 
circles, as a result of 
the polished manner of 
their members and their 
emphasis on teaching and 
learning. Universities were first 
founded in Italy during the Renais-
sance and were, at least initially, 
relatively independent of the church. 
During Mediaeval times, nearly all 
learning and teaching had been 
within the religious orders, especially 
within the Benedictine and descend-
ant orders. With the Jesuit’s emphasis 
on knowledge and teaching, Jesuits 
often became professors and directors 
of universities. This was the case in 
Vienna. The Jesuits had been called 
into Vienna relatively early. After 70 
years, their flourishing college was 
united with the university and moved 
to the location of the old university 
around Ignaz Seipel Platz. For many 
years, Jesuits provided the University 
of Vienna with teachers and directors. 
While the above citation of black be-
ing white if the church so decides, 
sounds rather unscientific to modern 
ears, I must emphasize that science 
often involves accepting deviation 
from the obvious. 

As teachers and confessors of emper-
ors and their families, the Jesuits were 
extremely important in the counter-
reformation in Austria. In the wake 
of their success, many other religious 
orders made a similar comeback. 
Older church buildings were redeco-
rated in the opulent Baroque style 
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that originated with the Council of 
Trent (1545-1563), and was embel-
lished and promoted by the Jesuits, 
even if this conflicted with the ideals of 
poverty of religious orders such as the 
Cistercians. In Austria, the counter-
reformation was victorious and with 
it the Jesuits and the emperors who 
encouraged it. One of the buildings 
demonstrating this alliance and its 
victory is the Jesuit church. 

Subsequently, the Jesuits were often 
part of conspiracy theories. In 1773, 
the Jesuit society was suppressed by 
Pope Clement XIII under secular pres-
sure. In Austria, the church buildings 

and the Jesuit college came under the 
control of the State. In 1814, Pope 
Pius VII restored the Society. During 
the revolutionary year of 1848, the 
Jesuits were expelled from Austria. 
But in 1848, Emperor Franz Josef 
restored the Society throughout the 
monarchy. Nowadays, there are about 
100 members of the order in Austria. 
They define their mission as univer-
sity teachers (mainly philosophy and 
theology), conducting the spiritual 
exercises in Ignatius’ tradition, youth 
and social work, education of adults, 
work in parishes and inter-religious 
dialogue. The current Pope Francis is 
also from the Society of Jesus. 

As if Pentecost and Confirmation were not enough for one day, on Sunday, 19 May 
members of the congregation sang “Happy Birthday” to Lucille Curran, the Chaplain’s 
wife. She is pictured above with her family, proudly showing a splendid cake baked 
by Alexandra Schmidt. Congratulations, Lucille!



M
ee

t 
yo

ur
 B

az
aa

r 
Te

am
! 

C
hr

is
t 

C
hu

rc
h 

B
az

aa
r, 

16
 N

ov
em

be
r 

20
13



28

by
 F

ra
nk

 S
au

er
The 2013 Retreat

“Cultivating God’s Mission in 
us” was the theme of the 

retreat of Christ Church this year in 
Stift Göttweig in the Wachau. The 
leader Revd. Dr. Richard Fermer from 
London said that although the com-
bination of the various elements of 
our retreat that included addresses 
on special themes and opportunities 
for social interaction were new for 
him, accustomed as he was to silent 
retreats, the formula seemed to work 
quite well.

The retreat consisted of four ad-
dresses, followed by an exercise of 
silent prayer along the lines of the 
spiritual  exercises of Ignatius of 
Loyola; for some of us this proved 
quite a challenge. The first address 

was about centring ourselves and 
listening to God, something that 
should be at the heart of any retreat. 
Dr. Fermer quoted texts from Igna-
tius whose writings prepared people 
for mission. He said that everything 
begins with God’s love and grace. 
Mission is about God trying to reach 
out to us with his love and grace and 
seeking our response. In the second 
address, the question was asked why 
mission is such an important issue, 
in particular in Western Christianity. 
If you have a look at western socie-
ties, it is obvious that traditional 
churches are shrinking. There is a 
need to rethink the concept of mis-
sion and the place of the church in 
society. Mission is at the heart of the 
church. Reflecting about the baptism 
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of Christ (Mattthew 3:13-17) in si-
lent prayer helped us recognize that 
Jesus Christ himself is the mission. 
As God’s beloved children we are 
partakers of that mission.

The third address brought us closer 
to the centre of the Christian faith: 
the self-giving of Jesus in his death  
as the ultimate sign of the love of 
God. What does this self-giving 
mean for our lives as Christians and 
in the context of serving or forgiving 
others? How can this be understood 
as a symbol of life that helps us to 
overcome desolation even when 
faced with difficult situations? Re-
flecting about this, we joined our 
prayers with the prayer of Jesus 
“Father, I commend my spirit into 
your hands”.

“Rising and Returning” was the 
theme of the final address. The cross 
was not the end of Jesus’ life. The 
aim of the self-giving of Jesus is life 
for all and full communion with God. 
Reflecting on this, I was reminded of 
the orthodox icon of resurrection: Je-
sus standing above the broken doors 
of hell, pulling the dead out of their 
graves and giving them new life. All 
this reflecting and prayer was sum-
marized on Sunday with the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist which is indeed 
the ultimate remembrance of the 
death and the resurrection of Jesus.

But as I already mentioned, Christ 
Church retreats also provide an 
opportunity to talk to people and 

to get to know members of Christ 
Church better. It was wonderful to sit 
together during the meals or in the 
afternoon and to talk. The heavens 
were smiling on us and the weather 
was fabulous. We could sit outside in 
the evening and enjoy this wonderful 
part of Austria. 

On Saturday afternoon there was 
also the opportunity to join a guided 
tour through the monastery and 
in the evening we were invited by 
the monks to sit with them during 
the Evening Prayer in the choir and 
listen to the monastic tradition of 
sung prayers. 

The atmosphere at Stift Göttweig 
was very welcoming and with good 
reason we said a heartfelt “thank 
you” to the service team at the 
kitchen, to the leader of the retreat 
and to Andrew for organizing this 
great event. 

The dates for the 2014 retreat are 
23-25 May. It will be led by Brother 
Samuel (SSF – Society of Saint Fran-
cis). He is a Franciscan brother and 
lives at Hilfield Friary in the UK. Until 
last year he was the Minister Provin-
cial of the First Order of the Society 
of Saint Francis in the European 
province. If the idea of an interesting 
weekend in a wonderful landscape 
with the opportunity to get to know 
your fellow parishioners better ap-
peals to you, I would warmly recom-
mend next year’s retreat.
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On the floor a round alabaster 
lamp glows in the semi-dark-

ness. Perfect stillness, as a young 
Egyptian girl, Claudia Kohlmann, 
enters and sits down, her captivating 
presence reflecting love and inner 
peace. The first dancer, Christine 
Kohlmann, enters, places her own 
lamp on the floor, and watches how 
the girl writes the word Safar (a jour-
ney) in Arabic script with handfuls of 
sand. As the audience relaxes in an 
atmosphere of quiet expectation, a 
song floats out of the darkness relat-
ing the desperate lament to life, Al 
Bedaya, one of Egypt’s oldest legends. 

The second dancer, Claudia Brand-
stetter, enters the scene with her 
lamp, and the stage is set for a jour-
ney of music and dance from Cairo 
to Upper Egypt at the experimental 
Lalish Theaterlabor in Vienna on 15 
June; an evening of ten traditional 
Egyptian dances, accompanied by 
musical arrangements integrating a 
Mozart opera score with traditional 
Egyptian music. 

A picture of everyday life in Egypt: The 
evening portrays aspects of everyday 
life in Egypt. Above all, we are im-
mersed in the slowness of life, with 
time for meditation, time to sort your 
beans and sift the sand through your 
fingers, time to sing the traditional 
song of “the arrow that is carried by 
the desert wind flying aimlessly, never 
able to find its mark”. Yet the bustle 
and noise of the West is never far 
away, as most young Egyptians have 
a smart phone from which Western 
pop songs pour out. 

If there was one aspect of the unhur-
ried dancing that impressed me, it was 
the beauty of the harmony between 
the two dancers: their smiles as they 
responded intuitively to the rhythms 
of the music; their smooth self-con-
fidence; the tiny steps, the intricate 
twitch of the hips and the many other 
almost imperceptible movements that 
captivated the audience. The whole 
performance expressed the danc-
ers’ deep love not only of traditional 
Egyptian music and dance, but also 
of Egypt itself and its people. 

The costumes: The dancers had a 
different dress and accessories for 
each dance that helped to establish 
the context of each traditional dance. 
Voluptuous materials in uncompro-
mising colours were chosen with 
different thickness and textures. In 
one case, diaphanous material en-
veloped the dancer completely. The 
impression given was that however 
poor the Egyptian dancers are, they 
will somehow find money to buy their 
dancing costumes.by
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The dances: The first dance, a medita-
tive start to the evening, sees Christine 
and Claudia turning round and round, 
in Sufi tradition. We witnessed how 
the music of Mozart clearly lent itself 
to being played alongside Egyptian 
melodies. This was followed by a 
classical form of Egyptian dance from 
Cairo with a link to the courtly tradi-
tions of Arab-Andalusian culture.

The Baladi dances followed, the Egyp-
tian equivalent to the blues where 
Western musical instruments like the 
saxophone and accordion  are played 
together with Egyptian instruments 
such as the arghul (clarinet), ud 
(lute) and the tabla and dof (drums). 
These are the songs and dances of 
young Egyptian girls who leave the 
countryside to find work in Cairo. 
Like the blues in America or the music 
of Roma and Sinti, it is the nostalgic 
music of displaced people. Prior to 
the undulating and hypnotising floor 
dance by Claudia, the young Egyptian 
girl extols the beauty of the desert in 
the words of Saint-Exupéry’s Le Petit 
Prince. As Claudia and Christine take 
us further up the Nile, the dances 
take on a less courtly elegant form, 
the melodies influenced by the lives of 
the people working along the banks of 
the river, planting sugar cane, ferry-
ing their wares, ever-conscious of the 
life-giving energy of the river Nile. The 
Sha’abi, seen mainly in Upper Egypt, 
is still danced at weddings and local 
Haflas (parties).The stick dance at 
the end brings the enraptured audi-
ence back to the meditative circle of 
the beginning of the evening, a circle 

inspired by Hathor, Mother Earth, and 
goddess of the dance.

With the encore we return to Cairo, 
and we are treated to yet another ren-
dition of the rich baladi tradition, this 
time less nostalgic and more light-
hearted. After this, we are on our way 
back to Europe with a Casablanca 
dance inviting the audience to join 
with the dancers to the strains of the 
cross-cultural mixing of pop and mu-
sic of the Maghreb. A fitting end to a 
fascinating and exciting presentation.

After the presentation couscous, 
chick pea salad and wine rounded off 
the evening of Raqs Sharqi (dance of 
the East), still relatively little known 
in Europe, where belly-dancing is 
automatically equated with Egyptian 
dance. 

The choreography: the choreography 
was conceived by the dancers them-
selves and grew organically through 
listening and reacting to every ca-
dence of the music. For her part, 
Christine took part in a workshop for 
Egyptian dance more than 10 years 
ago and was immediately captivated 
by the music and the movements.  
They are for her a reflection of the his-
tory and rich traditions of the country, 
and there is no end to their intricacies. 

As she said at the end of the even-
ing,  “My performance today was a 
hommage and a thank-you for all 
that Egyptian dance has given me”. 
She was happy that she and the two 
Claudias could share this with their 
warm and responsive audience.
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Funeral on 28 February 2013, Anthony Baker, Linz
Funeral on 20 April 2013, Helen Steiner, at the cemetery in 
Sittendorf
Memorial Service at Christ Church on 11 May for Kathryn 
Nightingall

On 7 April 2013, Chioma-Sarah Ezeudegbunam
On 9 May 2013, Amber Elisabeth Reiter
On 12 May 2013, Nilufar Manijeh Margaret Weinländer
On 2 June 2013, Terry Uchenna Orisakwe, Jesse Chisom 
Orisakwe and Isabelle Coral Rosie Schäffer

From the Church Registers

At Christ Church, on 25 May, Bettina Kasparak and Christian 
Gsteu

On 19 May 2013, confirmation:  Oliver Hecht and Tara Har-
beck; reception into the Church of England: John Castelino, 
Katarzyna Godula and Wolfgang Reiter

Amber Reiter Bettina and Christian Gsteu
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Dates for your Diary

DATE  TIME   EVENT

July 2  18.30  Phoenix Baroque Austria concert

July 14 (Sun) 1000  Preacher: Canon Bruce Duncan

July 14 (Sun) 1800  Choral Evensong with Exeter   

    Cathedral Choir 

August 17 (Sat)   Walk on the Rax (tbc)

August 25 (Sun) 12.00  Barbeque at the Castelinos’

August 31 (Sat) 09.15-15.30  S a f e g u a rd i n g  t ra i n i n g 

workshop

Sept 4 (Weds) 18.30  Church Council meeting

Sept 5 (Thurs) 18.30  Reading Group

Sept 7 (Sat)   Parish outing to Pöllau, Steiermark

Sept 11 (Weds) 19.00  Prayer Ministry

Sept 19-22   Archdeaconry Synod, Woking UK

Oct 6 (Sun) 10.00  Harvest Thanksgiving Family Eucharist

Oct 9 (Weds) 18.30  Church Council meeting

Oct 12 (Sat)   Council Quiet Day

Oct 16 (Weds) 19.00  Prayer Ministry

Nov 6 (Weds) 18.30  Church Council meeting

Nov 10 (Sun)   Remembrance Sunday

Nov 16 (Sat)   Annual Bazaar

April 2, 2014 19.00  Annual Church Meeting



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12


