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tion are those of the individual authors and 
should not necessarily be considered as car-
rying the endorsement of Christ Church, its 
officers or the Editor.

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

The Chaplain’s daughter, Victoria Curran, 
married Alexander Schilowsky on 7 July at a 
service conducted by her father. Victoria has 
been a great support to the church throughout 
her 12 years in Vienna.    Photo: Robert Reuss
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for the November 2012 issue of 
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office@christchurchvienna.org AND 
crossways@aon.at, or phone the 
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Judy

Children have settled down into a new school year,  
students have left for university and newcomers 

to Vienna are finding their feet in their new home and 
new jobs. Most people have printed out their holiday 
snaps and can look back on another enjoyable sum-
mer where in Vienna, at least, no-one can complain 
we didn’t get our fair share of the sun. Christ Church 
offered a range of opportunities for members of the 
congregation to enjoy each other’s company over 
the summer, whether climbing mountains (see p26), 
watching a falcon show (p6) or participating in a BBQ 
and quiz on world religions (held at our house on 26 
August), to name a few. 

For me personally, it was a summer of superlatives: 
first the excitement of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations 
(see Crossways no. 64), then the fabulously organ-
ized London Summer Olympics, crowned—and I use 
the word wisely—by the extraordinary Paralympics. 
Uncharacteristically, my father, husband and I spend 
most evenings (and several mornings) in front of the 
television mesmerized by the high level performances 
of athletes from all corners of the world for whom dis-
ability was just one fact of life rather than a defining 
quality. I read that Paralympians find the descriptive 
“courageous” condescending and would rather people 
looked at their abilities rather than their disabilities. 
For my part, I was humbled that at no stage of my ad-
mittedly rather unsporty life could I have achieved in 
any single event what the very weakest Paralympian 
was able to produce. Like most viewers, my feelings 
were not of sympathy at their limitations, but of won-
der at their prowess. If the Paralympics have taught us 
one lesson let it be that we are all children of God, no 
matter how tall or short we are, how many limbs we 
have or whether we “see” the world through our eyes 
or other senses. There is something of unique value in 
each of us. Diversity only adds to the richness of our 
world. Consideration and respect for others, whether 
they have special needs or not, should be the guid-
ing principle of every Christian. Let us pray that the 
2012 Paralympics have gone some way to promote 
this principle worldwide.
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News last week from the 
Venice International Film 

Festival was that a number of 
the films entered were about 
religion and/or spirituality, 
underlining once again that 
Western filmmakers remain 
enthralled by the theme of 
religion in general. The Master, 
Paul Thomas Anderson’s 
acclaimed epic, and Paradies: 
Glaube (Paradise: Faith) by the 
Austrian film director Ulrich 

Seidl both won prizes. Paradies: 
Glaube stole the headlines during 
the week of the festival when it 
was alleged that a conservative 
Roman Catholic group in Italy 
was going to charge Seidl with 
blasphemy. Not having seen the 
film it is hard to judge whether the 
scene of a woman masturbating 
with a crucifix is blasphemous. It is 
certainly offensive to some and may 
well enforce prejudice by drawing a 
caricature of a Christian believer—
caricatures in which we cannot 
identify ourselves. Seidl justifies the 
scene by saying that it fits with the 
character. I wonder? I will certainly 
go and see the film and then make 
my own judgement. 

The group that was allegedly go-
ing to bring the charge of blas-
phemy was opposed to abortion, 
so we were told. The implication 
being that “this is an unreasonable 
stance so do not be surprised that 
this bunch of cranks have brought 
this charge”. To be pro life and 

therefore not unconditionally in fa-
vour of abortion is not an unusual 
stance for a Christian organisation. 
Christians have always cherished 
the gift of life and have urged peo-
ple to use sex responsibly, whilst 
being fully accountable for their 
own actions. Indeed one British 
woman commentator writing about 
the United States and contrasting it 
with Europe said that “abortion is 
rarely properly debated” in Europe. 

Looking at the US presidential cam-
paign, commentators point out that 
for the first time in a long while 
none of the candidates comes from 
a traditional Protestant church, 
showing how the religious demo-
graphics in the US are changing. 
What was marginal is now mov-
ing centre stage. It is well known 
that Mitt Romney is a Mormon. 
Joe Biden and Paul Ryan are both 
Roman Catholics and President 
Barack Obama belonged to a lo-
cal church in Chicago from which 
he had to distance himself because 
of some inflammatory remarks by 
the former pastor of that church. 
In the US you not only have to de-
fend your taxes, sex life, military re-
cord etc, but also your religious life. 
Everything is held up to scrutiny, 
especially the misdeeds of one’s 
youth, voting records, and the rea-
sonableness or unreasonableness 
of one’s beliefs.

These two short forays into what 
is happening in our world based 
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on the example of the US presi-
dential election and the Venice 
International Film Festival are a call 
to all of us, but especially to parents 
to give direction to their children in 
the things pertaining to religion. 
Religion in general is too important 
to be left to children to make up 
their minds when they are grown 
up. Children need direction. Parents 
are happy and willing to give it 
when it comes to hygiene, school, 
morals, diet, politics, fashion and 
what their child should aspire to. 

It is my opinion that when it comes 
to matters concerning religion the 
guidance must be there as well. 
It is a duty and it should be a joy. 
Parents do this by being an exam-
ple, by saying prayers, reading the 
Bible and by being active members 
of a church especially through wor-
ship and service, living lives based 
on the example of Jesus as found in 
the Gospels. One of the benefits that 
children have who belong to a local 
church is that they meet adults in 
another capacity, not as family or 
teachers, but as fellow Christians 
who want to encourage them.

Jesus famously 
says, “Let the lit-
tle children come 
to me; do not stop 
them; for it is to such as these that 
the kingdom of God belongs” (Mark 
10.14). It is Jesus who opens the 
way that leads the children to him. 
Our churches are places around 
which all are called to gather in mu-
tual respect for each other, where 
there is give and take and where 
together we learn about God. One 
of my favourite images concerning 
religious community life is to be 
found in the film The Witness (1985) 
starring Harrison Ford and Kelly 
McGillis.* It is the scene when the 
whole Amish community gather 
on one day of the week to build 
a barn for a young married cou-
ple. Gifts and talents shared! Here 
from the youngest to the eldest 
each has a vital part of the whole. 
Paul the Apostle reminds us that 
this is the case when he writes in 
1 Corinthians (12.12-end) that we 
are members one of another.

*(Thanks to YouTube you can watch 
the scene yourselves; enter Building the 
Barn etc.)
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Parish Outing 2012

This year was the sixth annual 
parish outing I organized and 

I must admit that this was the first 
time that I didn’t feel under stress! 
I had originally planned a visit to 
the local Saturday market in Gars 
am Kamp where one can purchase 
all sorts of produce from the locals, 
two of whom I know personally 
and can recommend! To my disap-
pointment, when I made my usual 

exploratory outing, I found that the 
market was just packing up at the 
precise time when we would be 
arriving. Back home, I called the 
two stall holders and asked if they 
could, on the day of our outing, stay 
an hour longer. As this was a prob-
lem, I had to find an alternative. 

This was when I thought of visit-
ing the Amethyst World in Maissau 
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instead. When I announced the 
change of programme on the bus, 
I had a positive response from 
someone who was about to sug-
gest a visit to Amethyst World. It 
was my first visit and I really en-
joyed walking around the garden 
and taking the time to relax. I no-
ticed that others in the group were 
doing the same! After a tasty cup of 
coffee with a ‘Mohnzelt’—a special 
poppy-seed treat of the area—I still 
had time to look at the lovely semi-
precious stones and admire the 
jewellery and other items on sale.

We had plenty of time in Schloß 
Rosenburg to enjoy the roses, the 
shop and coffee house and the cas-
tle itself before the falcon and birds 
of prey show that included, in ad-
dition to falcons, eagles, owls and 
vultures. It was a particularly ex-
citing moment when the birds flew 

right over our heads and we had to 
duck!

After a tour of the castle we cele-
brated a short evening service in the 
castle chapel before boarding the 
bus that took us to the restaurent 
Grasel Wirtin, where we stopped for 
dinner before returning to Vienna. 

Although participation was some-
what disappointing, the general 
opinion was that we should have a 
parish outing again next year. With 
a surplus from previous years and 
the kind generosity of a donor we 
were able to break even. For next 
year, I hope we will have a suitable 
date for all so that we will have a 
full bus once again. 

Many thanks to Nikki and Ted for their selfless 
organization. A pity that the change of dates 
meant many of us could not take part.      Ed





Farewell Jady 
The summer is usually the time to say goodbye to those members of the congregation who are moving on to 
new horizons. In addition to losing our Curate, the Revd. Jady Koch (see Crossways no. 65),                



Farewell Jady 

Thank-you, Ulli

Godspeed, Earwickers
The summer is usually the time to say goodbye to those members of the congregation who are moving on to 
new horizons. In addition to losing our Curate, the Revd. Jady Koch (see Crossways no. 65),                

Christ Church also “lost” its Acting Choir Director, Ulli Ertl as well as Matt Earwicker and his family. 
Matt played a very active role in the life of the church and is now studying for the priesthood. 
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Face-to-Face
Christ Church has a new Music 
Director! Ulli Ertl did a great job as 
Acting Music Director, but unfortu-
nately for us (but very fortunately for 
Christoph Wutscher), got married on 
1 September and moved with her hus-
band to England, where he is studying 
to become an Anglican priest. The Editor 
interviewed Jack Ridley shortly after his 
appointment and before he had had a 
chance to find his feet.

What brought you to Vienna?
I arrived in Vienna a year ago to 
begin a five-year course in con-
ducting at the University for Music 
and the Performing Arts. My par-
ents and those of George Jackson 
[a former Music Director at Christ 
Church] had known each other be-
fore George and I were born, and 
George was the one who suggested 
Vienna to me as a possible place 
to study. I came on a visit, sat in 
on a few classes and went back to 
England to learn enough German 
to pass the language entry exam. 
I was fortunate to have a German-
speaking neighbour who helped 
me. Otherwise I just learnt from a 
book. In the event I found that the 
level required to pass the exam was 
well below what I actually needed 
to follow the course and initially I 
had some difficulty following! The 
music part of the exam consisted 
largely of hearing tests and singing 
from sight atonal music. The Music 
University itself is pretty interna-
tional. In my particular group there 
is a guy from Hungary and three 

native German speakers. There are 
fewer female students of conducting 
than male, and most of the interna-
tionally renowned women conduc-
tors are based in the United States. 

Did you know from an early age 
that you would end up studying 
music? 
Actually, I read Classics at Oxford 
and it was only somewhere near 
the middle of my degree that I de-
cided on conducting. I had played 
the piano from the age of five and 
don’t remember my parents ever 
having to force me to practise. We 
weren’t a particularly musical fam-
ily although my brother, Hugo, also 
plays the piano. Both my parents 
are actors and have appeared both 
in the West End and on numerous 
television series. They were wor-
ried that I might decide to become 
an actor! While I was at Oxford, I In
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thought about being a pianist, but 
after conducting both the Oxford 
Student Chorus and a college or-
chestra I had set up in my second 
year, I decided that was where my 
future lay. I’m not sure when I took 
that decision; it wasn’t so much an 
epiphany, rather a plausible solu-
tion. I still play the piano and have 
done some freelance work to help 
support my studies.

Were you raised as an Anglican?
No. My father had initially trained 
to be a Roman Catholic priest but 
left my brother and me to decide 
for ourselves, although we were 
raised in the Catholic tradition. At 
the age of ten I was baptised in 
the Roman Catholic church. My 
musical experience, however, has 
largely been with the Anglican 
Church. I sang in the Chapel choir 
of my college. During my time at 
Wadham, we sang at a service in 
St. Paul’s Cathedral in honour of Sir 
Christopher Wren, who was an old 
boy of the college.

How do you spend your time 
when you’re not studying or 
conducting?
I quite enjoy football and cricket, 
but am not particularly good. I also 
like cooking. My girlfriend, Hannah, 
who was studying history of art at 
the same college but a year behind 
me, has joined me in Vienna and is 
learning German whilst working as 
an au pair. She is also musical and 
likes singing. 

How do you see your role as 
Choirmaster of the Christ Church 
Choir?
First of all, I will have to be very flex-
ible and tailor the pieces to who is 
available in the choir. Of course, not 
everyone can be there all the time. 
Personally, I enjoy Romantic com-
posers like Charles Villiers Stanford 
and Sir George Dyson. I need time 
to get to know members of the choir 
as they return after the holidays 
and for them to get to know me. We 
haven’t hit full speed yet! 

Unfortunately, things are going 
to be a bit disjointed for the next 
few weeks, as I’m going back to 
England for a conducting job at 
Glyndebourne Opera to work on a 
new production called The Yellow 
Sofa by Julian Philips; there will be 
a deputy standing in for me. I had 
hoped to start on some new music 
with the choir (possibly a new mass 
setting), but I suspect that we might 
not have the momentum for that 
once I’m back since we will soon be 
in the midst of the Christmas rush.

How do you see your future?
It’s too early to say. Ideally, I sup-
pose I’d like a permanent po-
sition with a good orchestra. 
Alternatively, I’d like to work in op-
era as a pianist. I particularly like 
Verdi and Puccini and am working 
on Wagner, although it will take a 
lot of work! Somehow, his music is 
not as immediately accessible as 
that of other composers. 
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Bearing the Word

From Friday, 15 June until Monday, 
18 June 2012 at the invitation of 

Bishop Geoffrey and Bishop David, 
Readers and Readers-in-training 
gathered at Kardinal Schulte Haus, 
Cologne, for the first ever European 
conference of lay readers.

We were between 50 and 60 men 
and women representing Anglican 
parishes in the Diocese of Europe 
from Finland to Greece. The theme 
of the Conference was “Bearing 
the Word”. Lecturers included Mrs. 
Clare Amos (WCC Geneva), Rev. 
Elaine Labourel (Tutor of St. John’s 
College Nottingham and Curate 
of St. Michael’s, Paris), Rev. Sara 
MacVane (Zurich), Mr. Nick Clarke 
(Senior Communications Officer, 
Church House) and Brother Sam 
(Minister Provincial of the Anglican 
Society of St. Francis). The purpose 
of the meeting was to encourage 
men and women who feel a call to 

lay service in the Anglican Church 
and who thus support the ministry 
of the clergy. The conference 
aimed to give “fresh insights 
into the aspects of Readership 
in the Church of England and to 
be nourished by worship, study 
and fellowship together” (Bishop 
David). Addresses were given on 
Communicating the  Word in the 
Modern World, Bearing the Word in 
the Liturgy of the Church, Equipping 
Readers to address conflict in the 
Church, Reading the Bible and 
Contemporary Hermeneutics and 
Prayer and Spirituality: Rooted in 
the Word. 
 
We were housed in the Thomas 
Morus Academy, Bergish Gladbach, 
near Cologne. This imposing 
building was erected by Dr. Karl 
Joseph Schulte, former Archbishop 
of Cologne in the 1920s to serve 
as a seminary for the training of 
young Roman Catholic priests. In 
the turbulent years of the Second 
World War, the house served as a 
field hospital until 1948 except for 
the years 1941-1944 when it was 
taken over by the Gestapo.
 

Thomas Morus Academy
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Since 1989, the house has been a 
Congress Centre. Lectures were held 
in one of the many well-equipped 
lecture rooms and the services of 
Daily Office and Eucharist took 
place in the chapel dedicated to the 
memory of Dr. Edith Stein, austere 
and deeply moving in its architec-
ture reminding us of the martyrdom 
of this very devout Jewish Carmelite.  

The very intense and full pro-
gramme provided much food for 
thought and material for discussion 

On 12 August, Isla Mae Rolfe

On 7 July. Victoria Curran and Alexander Schilowsky

On 14 July, Edith Minczinger and Jeremy Gordon

On 1 September, Ulrike Ertl and Christoph Wutscher

On 30 July 2012 at the crematorium Simmering,  
Susanna Mayr

and the final 
consensus was 
that another 
course should 
be held in the 
future. 
 
I wish to ex-
press my 
thanks to the 
Church Council and the Clergy 
of Christ Church who generously 
made my attendance at the confer-
ence possible.

From the Church Registers
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? Who’s Who in Christ Church?

After a long break, Who’s Who returns to Crossways with brief de-
scriptions of two more members of the congregation for readers to 
guess. Names and photos are given on p29.

Mystery 
person 
no.1

Mystery person no. 1 is a very well-known figure at Christ Church who 
should be easy to guess even without the hint that he invariably adopts 
a casual dress code and is one of the few men to wear shorts most of the 
year round. As a small child he had the makings of an absent-minded 
professor, with a passion for nature and literature, but a lack of concern 
with the mundane. He solved the problem of the chicken and the egg at an 
early age when he first learned about dinosaurs! Although, predictably, he 
went on to study biology, he is no mean linguist, with the ability to recite 
the names of animals in languages ranging from Finnish, through Ga (lan-
guage of Ghana) to Chinese. Most of his working life has involved speak-
ing English. In addition to zoology and botany, he also studied maths and 
statistics, two subjects that are very useful in his profession. 

After he had completed his doctorate, he spent some years in the United 
States working in bio-informatics as well as three years in Finland and a 
year in Germany as a post-doctoral student. He has published over 50 ar-
ticles in international literature and is on his way to becoming a university 

lecturer. His overwhelming passion is nature and he never misses an 
opportunity to be outside, more often or not with his camera equip-
ment in tow; in addition to photographing nature, he also has an 
excellent eye for architectural subjects. He is, however, far from one-
sided, and in addition to his intellectual and scientific pursuits, he 
plays tennis and is a former member of the Austrian national hockey 
team but maintains he was too slow to be a really good player. He 
runs, cycles and plays the guitar and the accordion, the latter skill 
acquired in Finland during the long hours of darkness in winter. 

Not surprisingly, when he returned to Austria from his years abroad, 
he felt a citizen of the world rather than merely Austrian, and so 
joined Christ Church. He had been baptised as a Roman Catholic 
as a baby, but was not raised in a religious family and discovered 

his faith himself. He enjoys the international flavour of our church and 
the opportunity to have serious discussions that are not centred around 
partying and drinking, neither of which hold any particular attraction for 
him. He took over the Sunday morning Bible group some time ago and 
for many years, particularly when his daughter was growing up (she is 
now 15), he led Sunday School classes where his humour and originality 
went down well with the children. He works at the Veterinary Medicine 
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?

Mystery 
person 
no.2

Our second mystery person was born in Kakamega, Western Province 
in Kenya and moved to Vienna in 2001 after a couple of earlier visits to 
Austria. Upon her arrival, she found great comfort at Christ Church 
where the service is almost identical to that at home and the con-
gregation equally international. It helped her get over the cultural 
shock she experienced when she first settled in Austria. One of the 
few differences that struck her when she first attended a service 
at Christ Church at the time of the Ven. Jeremy Peake was the 
brevity of the sermons compared to those in the Anglican church 
in Nairobi! Our mystery woman was not always an Anglican: 
she was born into a Quaker family and as a teenager attended 
a Pentecostal church. She became Anglican on her marriage and 
brought her children up as Anglicans. As teenagers, some of them 
served in Christ Church where some were baptised and received 
their first communion.
 
Trained in library sciences—organizing information is her speciality—she 
has always enjoyed reading, in particular medical literature. Given a choice 
and if she could turn the clock back, medicine would have been her pre-
ferred career. She has used her acquired knowledge of the subject to give 
information to siblings and friends on minor ailments. Her first job was at 
the University library, followed by work at a pharmaceutical firm (where 
her love and knowledge of medicine took root). She eventually moved to 
Vienna to join her husband and was offered a job at the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. 

She has always had time for her hobbies which include mothering, 
reading, walking, jogging and going to the gym. She bravely enrolled for 
swimming lessons in Vienna and now enjoys swimming at her gym club. 
One of the things she most appreciates about the city is its superlative 
public transport and the orderliness. Naturally, she misses her homeland 
and visits Nairobi as often as she can. She lives in Vienna’s 22nd district 
and has a little garden where she grows sukuma wiki, a Kenyan vegetable 
known in English as kale. She is learning German, but found that most 
people in Vienna are more than happy to speak English, especially her 
Austrian friends. 

University, teaching statistics to statisticians but is a walking encyclopaedia 
on all aspects of natural sciences; his guided nature walks during the Youth 
and Family retreat bear testimony to his ability to stimulate and enthuse 
young people.  





22

29 30 31

8

16

23

9

Monday Tuesday

14

21

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Alpha Course

19.00 Alpha Course

19.00 Alpha Course

19.00 Alpha Course

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

Twentieth Sunday after Trinity

St. Simon and St. Jude 
Last Sunday after Trinity

28

Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity

7

Sunday

Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity

October 2012

15

1 2

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving 
 and Family Service
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service



20

26

19

12

27

18

10

17

11

24

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council Meeting

Wednesday

31

16

23

Tuesday

19.00 Bring and Share
 at the home of  
 Roberta Ofczarek

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

St. Francis of Assisi

St. Luke

25

Thursday

13

Friday Saturday

5 63 4

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

18.30 Reading Group
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Holy Communion

10.30 Council 
 Quiet Day

16.00 Animal Blessing
 Service



This autumn sessions of Soundings will be Bible based. Together we will study 
the letter to the Ephesians as well as parts of the Acts of the Apostles and the 
Book of Revelation. The intention of these sessions is to increase our apprecia-
tion of the life and witness of the Early Church in the New Testament. Sessions 
begin at 19.00 in the Church Centre. Meetings in October are on: 2, 23 and 30 
October. There is no Soundings on 9  or 16 October.

Church Notices
18

B
R

iN
g

 
A

N
D

 
Sh

A
R

E

h
A

R
V

ES
T

 
FE

ST
iV

A
l

SO
u

N
D

iN
g

S
R

EA
D

-
iN

g
 

g
R

O
u

P

N
O

V
Em

B
ER

: A
 T

im
E 

T
O

 R
Em

Em
B

ER

The month of November is marked by various services focusing on remem-
bering. We begin November with All Saints Day (1 November, 10.00 Sung 
Eucharist) when we remember all those who have been called into the fellow-
ship of Christ and especially those whose lives were marked by a special grace. 
The day after is All Souls when we say prayers for the Departed (2 November, 
18.00). On Sunday 11 November we will keep Remembrance Sunday at Christ 
Church (start 10.50 prompt). On the Friday prior to Remembrance Sunday 
we will keep a Service of Remembrance at the Commonwealth War Graves 
Cemetery in Klagenfurt. Finally Austrian and German Protestants will keep the 
last Sunday of the liturgical year as Totensonntag – a day when people visit the 
graves of their loved ones. It has its origins in an 1816 edict from King Friedrich 
Wilhelm III of Prussia.

The church will be decorated for Harvest Festival on Saturday, 6 October from 
10.00 onwards. Please contact Vivian Stenzenberger if you would like to help. 
As in past years, all the produce donated will be given to the Sisters of Charity 
for their soup kitchen.

A Bring and Share evening at the home of Roberta Ofczarek in Vienna’s eighth 
district will take place on 5 October at 18.30 for 19.00. Please phone the 
Church Office or email Rosalind Shakespear (rosalindshakespear1@hotmail.
com) if you would like to come at which time more details will be supplied.

The Reading Group meets four to five times a year to discus a book that one 
of the members of the group has suggested. This time we will be discussing A 
History of the World in 10½ Chapters by Julian Barnes. New members are always 
welcome. Next meeting: Thursday, 11 October at 18.30.
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A trip is being organised by Christ Church to Burg Schallaburg to visit this 
year’s exhibition Golden Byzantium on Sunday, 21 October. We have the good 
fortune that one of our own will guide us through the tour in English: Professor 
Dr Claudia Rapp. Claudia is Professor for Byzantine Studies in the History 
Department of the University of Vienna as well as the Head of the Department 
for Byzantine Studies at the Institute for Medieval Studies which is part of the 
Austrian Academy. Byzantium is of interest to Christians because it understood 
itself to be a Christian society. The Christian faith was to impinge on every as-
pect of life: political, economic etc. Byzantium lives on in various guises today 
in and through the Orthodox Church and world today. There is in terms of “the 
Project Europe” a dividing line that can be traced between the Orthodox East 
and the Latin West much like the between that divides Catholic Europe and 
Protestant Europe. The Church of England with differing degrees of apprecia-
tion has felt drawn, inspired or repelled.

We will meet at Burg Schallaburg at 13.00 hours sharp. If sufficient people sign 
up we will also provide a coach at extra cost leaving Christ Church at 12 noon.

Christ Church will begin the Alpha course on Monday, 8 October at 19.00, with 
an introductory dinner. We will be meeting in a flat in the 3rd district, around the 
corner from the church (details will be given once you have registered).

This ten week practical introduction to the Christian faith offers answers to some 
key questions.  Each Monday night will begin with an informal dinner, followed 
by a talk, and end with a group discussion and interaction. We will also have a 
half day away on Saturday, 24 November. Alpha is for anyone interested in finding 
out more about the Christian faith in a relaxed and sociable environment. Adults 
of all ages are welcome, including newcomers to the church and new Christians. 
It’s an opportunity to make new friends and help one another. Alpha is a place 
where no question is seen as too simple or too hostile. It consists of a series of 
talks (on DVD) on topics such as: Who is Jesus? Why did he die? Why and How 
should I read the Bible? Why and How do I pray? Who is the Holy Spirit? How 
can I resist Evil? Why and how should I tell others? Does God heal today? What 
about the church? To confirm that you will be attending, call Sarah Guinness on 
0664/73038926 or email her on: sarah.guinness@yahoo.co.uk. 

First Communion at Christ Church will take place this year on Sunday, 14 
October at the 10.00 service. The candidates for First Communion are Kyla de 
Boer, Benita and Kimberly Ekhator, Caitlyn Foster and Timothy Nicholson.
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An antiquated pastime?

Sunday

Some time ago, Judy asked me to 
write an article for Crossways 

about motor-biking. When I asked 
whether she meant about a special 
tour Vivian and I had taken, or in 
general, Judy said anything that 
would be of interest for those who 
are not bitten by the motor-biking 
bug. 

It is not easy to explain what drives 
someone to exchange the more 
comfortable form of transport on 
four wheels for a vehicle with two 
wheels where the rider is at the 
mercy of all weather conditions and 
runs higher physical risks in case 
of accident and/or poor road con-
ditions. This latter concern means 
we motorcyclists are doubly careful 
when in traffic and constantly on 
the look-out for danger. In fact, we 
develop an ability to anticipate the 
often irrational behaviour of other 
road users. 

As a motorcyclist you 
are rarely alone. On 
the road, you come 
across fellow enthu-
siasts, most of whom 
are touring with their 
luggage cases clicked 
onto their bikes, stop-
ping overnight at a 
new, carefully cho-
sen destination. We 
motorcyclists love 
the feeling of cruising 
along on two wheels, 
swinging rhythmically 
with the curves of the 

road, enjoying the sensation of the 
wind blowing over us as we travel. 
It gives us a feeling of freedom and 
at one with nature—we also have 
a much better view of scenery. It 
goes without saying that we al-
ways select beautiful countryside 
and, when possible, good roads. 
Motorways are hardly ever used. 

Over the past twenty or so years,  
motorcycling has become a very 
popular hobby not only among 
the younger generation, but also 
with older people. Many people 
are still fit and active at the time of 
their retirement and have both the 
time and means to enjoy holidays 
or motorbike tours. Motorcyclists 
share a common love for motor-
cycling and whenever they meet, 
they raise their hands in greeting. 
In England they generally nod their 
heads when passing. If you need 
assistance for whatever reason and by
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pull up at the roadside, you 
can be sure that some fellow 
biker will stop and ask if you 
need help. And, reassuringly, 
they generally can help! 

Another plus point is that the 
tourist industry has adapt-
ed to the needs of motorcy-
clists. Travelling around,  you 
will come across signs by the 
roadside offering bikers ac-
commodation with a friendly 
“Bikers welcome” sign. More 
often than not, the hosts are bikers 
themselves and know that a bike 
needs looking after, especially in 
bad weather. For example, in wet 
weather the chain needs greasing, 
because water on the road is thrown 
against the chain like a sharp jet 
and will wipe off any lubricant. This 
not only results in rusting, but also 
increases wear dramatically. 

There is in many ways a parallel 
between horse riders and motorcy-
clists: the first priority is the com-
fort and needs of the horse (bike), 
and everything else follows. I have 
been to many biker-friendly hotels 
where there is even a special room 
equipped with tools, where we can 
carry out minor repair work and 
maintenance on our bikes.  Needless 
to say this service is offered free of 
charge. Some countries—Austria 
and Germany are two—provide a 
rail service and have adapted and 
equipped their car-transport car-
riages to accommodate  bikes. 

 
So far I have only scratched the 
surface of why I, or rather Vivian 
and I, go biking. At the age of 18, 
when I was old enough to hold a 
licence, I acquired an old motor-
bike that I kept for five years and 
loved it. After that, making a living, 
raising a family and building our 
home became more important, so 
the bike was sold. Seventeen years 
ago and 32 years later, we invested 
in a new bike and started touring 
round whenever possible, exploring 
new sites and countries unknown 
to us. The philosophy we follow is: 
we ride for an hour or so then go 
sightseeing or enjoy a tea or cof-
fee break. This mode of travelling 
meets all our needs. First: we enjoy 
riding on the bike without getting 
too tired. Second: every trip is edu-
cational and we learn a lot about 
different places and people. Every 
tour we take is carefully planned 
many months beforehand: the route 
to take, the sites to visit and special 

è
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attractions of a given area. We try 
to see as much as possible but can-
not always fit everything in. So we 
plan another visit as we did when 
we went to Scotland in 2005 and 
2007.

Our latest trip was Sardinia in 
September last year. We set out 
by train to Florence where we took 
a couchette, as we always do on 
long journeys. Unloading the bike 
from the train does not take long 
and we were soon on our way to 
Livorno, where we boarded the fer-
ry to Olbia/Sardinia. Upon arrival, 
we were welcomed by traffic jams 
and an imminent thunderstorm and 
heavy rain. 

Fortunately, we had glorious 
weather for the remainder of the 
trip although the traffic was heavy 
in every town and village. On coun-
try roads there were long stretches 
where we did not meet a single car. 
The roads in Sardinia are ideal for 
motor biking meandering through 
beautiful and changing countryside 
with very few hairpin bends. Having 
booked hotels via Internet we start-
ed touring Sardinia in the west, at 
Cabras, famous for flamingos. The 
area is low and flat, but with hills 
rising in the visible distance. From 
there we took day tours to Bosa, 
a medieval town north of Cabras 
and said to be the “nicest town” of 
Sardinia; then Alghero, even further 
north, founded by the Catalans. 
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The road up to Alghero is built along 
the rocky coastline and the ride is 
breathtakingly beautiful. Needless 
to say, Sardinia is a fount of his-
tory, where you stumble over rel-
ics of the many nations that at one 
time inhabited the island, like the 
Phoenicians and Celts. Wherever 
you go you find the “Nuraghes”, 
stone-built houses, used for living 
and defence. I should also mention 
the “murales”, or wall paintings, in 
a mountain village called Orgosolo 
(see photos left). Up into the sixties 
this town was notorious for its as-
sociation with crime; lots of smug-
glers and other outlaws had their 
homes there and some of the ear-
lier tourist guides recommend that 
visitors do not stay overnight. The 
beautiful murales on the facades of 
the houses are expressions of pro-
test mainly against politics or par-
ticular individuals.

It was only when planning our tour 
that I discovered that Sardinia is fa-
mous for its cork industry. We vis-
ited Tempio Pausiana, the centre of 
the cork harvesting region with its 
cork oak forests. In the north-east 
of the island stretches the  “Costa 
Smeralda” (Emerald Coast), where 
the water really is this colour! We 
stayed at a beach hotel for five 
nights. One of the most impressive 
and awesome experiences was vis-
iting the olive grove (olivastri mille-
nary) with three ancient olive trees 
near San Antonio di Gallura on Lago 
di Liscia. One tree was 4,500 years 

old, the second 2,500 and the third 
a mere 1,500 years old. The other 
young trees in the grove dated back 
“only” some 500 years. All were 
bearing fruit—tons of it. Just imag-
ine: the old tree was already casting 
its shade whenthe Egyptians were 
building their pyramids!
 
Our homeward journey took us to 
Rome where we spent a day sight-
seeing. Then, going via Orvietto, a 
medieval Tuscan town with a fa-
mous well, we travelled over 300 
km on scenic Tuscan roads up north 
to Florence, where we took the car 
train back to Vienna. 

Vivian and I found Sardinia a fas-
cinating island with extremely hos-
pitable and friendly people. Their 
separate history makes them very 
different from the mainland Italians. 
They do not want to be called 
Italians and are very aware of their 
different heritage.

I hope that I have managed to con-
vey the pleasure that Vivian and I 
derive from motorcycling that is, 
I feel, by no means an antiquated 
sport. Of one thing I am quite sure: 
there are many fellow bikers out 
there who feel exactly as we do!

Although a motorbike does not currently top 
my Christmas wish-list, I was nevertheless 
fascinated to read of Herbert and Vivian’s 
experiences. Has anyone else got an interesting 
story to share about a special hobby or 
pastime? I’d love to publish it.                Ed
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Some thirty-four members of 
the Christ Church congregation 

found their way without mishap to 
the cable-car station in Hirschwang 
in Niederösterreich to begin their 
annual walk on what many say 
is Austria’s most famous moun-
tain plateau, the Rax, at just above 
1,500 meters altitude. The weather 
was fine but cloudy. 
 
The route chosen for the walk led 
from the cable car station on the 
top (the Bergstation) to the Neue 
Seehütte about 1½ hours walk 
westwards. The path was broad 
and  well-marked with few steep 
slopes, and surrounded by an un-
broken view of the Schwarza val-
ley, mountains and white cliffs—a  
breathtaking experience where time 
stood still. Many in the group felt 
an unusual togetherness.
 

After refreshments at the Seehütte, 
the group headed back to base 
taking the path along the top of 
the cliffs on the south side of the 
mountain. Again there are magnifi-
cent  views, particularly of the val-
ley, which starts at Gloggnitz and 
ends at Reichenau and Prein an 
der Rax. Peering over the edge of 
the cliff, some were lucky enough 
to see chamois resting amongst the 
Latschen below. On the final section 
of the path, and well away from 
the main tourist traffic, we arrived 
at a field of a thousand Edelweiss, 
which in the wild are normally 
found in isolated patches at about 
1,700 metres.

By the time we had all completed 
the descent, it was past 4.30, and 
many of us were desperately hungry 
and looking forward to lunch at 

Walk On The Rax
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my house in Prein, a lunch we 
knew had been prepared by Sheila 
Hargeaves and Hyacinth Österlin. 
A feast awaited us with a colourful  
presentation of mixed salads of all 
kinds and a magnificent barbecue 
sizzling away under the control of 
grill-master Ted Scheiber in striped 
apron. Thank you Ted for always 
being ready to help.

Many many thanks to Sheila 
and Hyacinth for their plan-
ning and execution of one of 
our happiest events. I feel sure 
we will again be walking the 
Rax next year. 
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We had a great time at this 
year’s Youth and Family 

Retreat. The setting was idyllic and 
the weather fantastic. We gathered 
together in the morning for wor-
ship and prayer and then, after cof-
fee, the younger children and youth 
left the adults for their own groups. 
This year we looked at prayer in the 
context of our journey with God, 
and shared why, when and how 
we pray. The children made prayer 
bags and in the afternoon they put 

Fellowship and Fun

together a wonderful collage on 
prayer for the Church Centre. After 
lunch, we did canvas painting, out-
door games and despite the hot 
day, had a bonfire, BBQ and marsh-
mallows. It was a day of great fel-
lowship and fun. 

Sarah Guinness
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Jugendstil: Otto Wagner’s Footprints in Vienna, written 
by Dr. M. Schaeffer, takes the reader on mini tours 

through the “new Vienna” as the city developed into 
one of Europe’s most important capitals from the 
middle of the 19th century through the First World 
War. An important figure was Otto Wagner, whose 
transport system underpins five of Vienna’s railway 
lines. Using Wagner’s comprehensive transport 
system, the visitor sees important public buildings, 
including two key banks, unusual housing complex-
es and railway stations each of which adds to the 
beauty of the city. The book underscores Wagner’s 
connections to the Jugendstil (Art Nouveau) move-
ment through his own work and that of his friends, 
colleagues and students (including Gustav Klimt, 
Kolo Moser and Josef Hoffman and Max Fabiani 
and Josef Plecnik). The book offers practical tips 
about living in and moving around Vienna and also 
draws a parallel with other major art movements of 
the time. It is available from the publisher (Styria/
Pechler, Lobkowitzplatz 1, 1010 Vienna) as well as 
bookstores (Tyrolia, Frick, Thalia and Wolfrum) and 
online from Amazon.com and Amazon.de.

Prayer of the Month

A prayer for peace in our world 

Make your ways known upon earth, Lord God,
your saving power among all peoples.
Renew your Church in holiness
and help us to serve you with joy.
Guide the leaders of all nations,
that justice may prevail throughout the world.
Let not the needy be forgotten,
nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Make us instruments of your peace
and let your glory be over all the earth. Amen

In Otto Wagner’s Footsteps
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE    TIME       EVENT

Oct. 5 (Fri) 19.00 Bring and Share at Roberta Ofczarek’s

Oct 7 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving and Family Service

 18.00 Choral Evensong

Oct 10 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Oct 11 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group: The history of the world in   

  10½ chapters by Julian Barnes

Oct 13 (Sat) 10.30 Council Quiet Day

Oct 20 (Sat) 16.00 Animal blessing service

Oct 21 (Sun) 13.00 Golden Byzantium exhibition at Schallaburg 

Oct 24 (Weds) 18.30 Council meeting

Nov 1 (Thurs) 10.00 All Saints’ Day Sung Eucharist

Nov 2 (Fri) 18.00 Prayers for the faithful departed

Nov 3 (Sat) 16.00 Nigerian Fest

Nov 4 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

Nov 7 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Nov 9 (Fri) 11.00 Remembrance Service Klagenfurt

Nov 11 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Sunday at Christ Church

Nov 17 (Sat) 10.30 Annual Bazaar

Nov 28 (Weds) 18.30 Council meeting

Dec 2 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service

Dec 5 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Dec. 9 (Sun) 16.00 Carol Singalong

Dec 16 (Sun) 10.00 Family Service and Nativity

 18.00 Nine lessons and carols

Dec 22 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle

Dec. 24 (Mon) 2245 Christmas Eve: Midnight Mass

Dec. 25 (Tues)  08.00 Christmas DaySaid Eucharist

 10.00 Sung Eucharist with carols
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Claus Vogl Dorothy Dindi

Solution to Who’s Who Quiz on p.14

The Christ Church Advent Bazaar
takes place on 17 November. The Bazaar team is in urgent need of 
donations. Please bring these to the Church Shop, Salesianergasse 20, 
during opening hours (see p31) by the end of October to allow time for 
sorting and pricing:
Tuesdays: clothes (Ann Wanzenböck/Christine Kohlmann)
Wednesdays: white elephant stall items (Penny Pichler/Tricia  
  Rothmayer)
Thursdays:  books in English (Diana Dopheide)
Friday am: accessories (jewellery, scarves, bags etc.)
Friday pm:  linens (Isolde Pezet)

Also needed are
•	 CDs and DVDs (no videos!) (Sally Reading); 
•	 jam jars for marmalade and chutneys (Jennie Ratcliffe); 
•	 medium/large sized baby food jars for lemon curd (Nikki Hertford  

Scheiber); 
•	 complete, undamaged, fully functioning toys, games and puzzles 

for the Toy Stall  (Annabel Brown); 
•	 Tombola prizes such as bottles, new items, unwanted gifts 

(Deirdre Brewster)
•	 ... and nearer the day, cakes and food (more details later)



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




