
 
 

From the desk of the Chaplain of Christ Church, Vienna 

 

The Feast of the Birth of St John the Baptist was a special day at Christ Church, whose 

importance I want to share with you. It is a day I hope you will not too easily forget and that 

you will call to mind again and again in the weeks and months that lie ahead. Sunday 24 June 

2012 is a day that speaks to me of what God is doing in his Church both locally and 

multiplied many times over the world. Our preacher on the feast day was Matthew Earwicker, 

who earlier in the year had been accepted to train for the ordained ministry of the Church of 

England. Matt preached on the naming of John the Baptist as recorded in the Bible. “John”, 

the name that Zechariah and Elisabeth were to give their son, means God is gracious. Just 

how gracious God was going to be through the giving of God's only Son and the gift of the 

Holy Spirit at Pentecost was beyond the wildest hopes that this couple could have imagined.  

 

The 24 June was one of the last Sundays in which Jady (the Revd Jady Koch) participated in 

the services at Christ Church. He read the Gospel and introduced it with the now familiar sung 

alleluias. At the end of the service during the notices it was my privilege as Chaplain to 

announce that the council of Christ Church had unanimously voted to support Mike Walter in 

his exploration of his vocation to the ordained ministry in the Church of England. Although 

she was not present at the service I want to mention Sarah Guinness, who came to us with her 

family as an ordinand in the Church of England sponsored by the diocese of Southwark. 

Where was she? She was in England attending a residential weekend at Salisbury as part of 

her training for the ordained ministry with the Southern Theological and Educational Training 

Scheme (STETS). All these – Matt, Jady, Mike and Sarah – have responded and are 

responding to a call. All of them are at different stages and each is undertaking a path 

appropriate to their particular circumstances, gifts and abilities. All of them are in their thirties. 

So why do I want us to remember this Sunday? I want us to remember it as a sign of God's 

Holy Spirit not only working amongst us, but also using us: His people, the body of Christ. I 

want us to embrace this day as a sign of encouragement, especially when we think that God is 

absent, when God is seemingly silent.  

 

God is not only calling people into the ordained ministry of the Church, he is also calling men 

and women, each and every one of us to be light, salt and leaven in the world, where we find 

ourselves: in giving ye shall receive. Do you hear your call? What are you doing about it? Part 

of my responsibility as chaplain is to be a sounding board, so please give me a call and we can 

then make an appointment to explore more fully what God's call is.  

 

The Church is always in need of men and women who will live their faith in the so-called 

secular world. A world that is present in the Church today sometimes for good. Whatever 

labels we may want to give the world through with which we seek to describe our present 

society, as Christians we know it is God's world. God created the world, sustains it, blesses 

and sanctifies it so that we may all be one in Him.  

 

Patrick Curran 

 

Archdeacon of the Eastern Archdeaconry 

 

 



• Crossways 

 
It was not possible to produce the 2012 September edition of Crossways. The October edition 

will be published early and sent out after the middle of September. If you want to submit an 

article please do so by Monday 10 September, noon.  

 

• New choir director 

 

Jack Ridley has been appointed as choir director beginning on 1
 
September. He will lead 

choral evensong on Sunday 2 September. The next edition of Crossways will feature an 

interview with him. 

 

• Prayer Ministry 
 

The meetings of the Prayer Ministry Group this autumn are on 5 September, 10 October, 7 

November and 5 December. We meet in the church centre at 1900. Andrew Rooke will 

introduce the September session by speaking to us about Gregory the Great. If you are 

interested in joining the group or hearing more please be in touch with the Chaplain. 

 

• Youth and Family Retreat 

 

The theme of this year’s Youth and Family Retreat is Journeying with God - An 

Exploration of Prayer. The retreat will be held at the Schönstattzentrum on the Kahlenberg 

on Saturday 8 September from 9.30. A flyer together with the registration form has been sent 

out and can be downloaded from the church website.  

 

• Sunday Bible study resumes Sunday 9 September 
 

This autumn the Sunday Bible study, which meets in the crypt at 9.15 before the 10.00 service, 

will be looking at the Gospel according to St Mark. Please contact Claus Vogl for further 

details.  

 

• Six O’clock service resumes Sunday 9 September 
 

A committee has been formed comprising the following people Joel Guinness, John Rowat, 

Victoria Schilowsky, Katharina Schneider and the Chaplain. If you can offer any help with 

the service please contact one of the committee members. Presently we are looking for 

musicians, welcomers and donations of an evening meal. 

 

• First Communion classes starting up on 9 September 
 

Please speak to Lucille Curran if you are interested in registering your child for the classes 

this year. The classes will be on 9, 16, 23 and 30 September. The children will be admitted on 

Sunday 14 October. 

 

• New Bible Study Group starting up 
 

Sarah Guinness is starting up a fortnightly Bible study group. The first meeting will be on 

Thursday 13 September. The group will be meeting in the IV. district. The hostess is Angela 

Peake-Herzog. Please contact Sarah if you want more information. 

 



• Soundings in the autumn starting up with a guest speaker 

 

Soundings resumes on Tuesday 18 September. Our guest speaker will be the Revd. Tania 

Witter. She will speak to us about a pilgrimage she led this year to the Seven Churches of 

Asia (cf. Book of Revelation Chapters two and three). Soundings will continue with a study of 

the letter to the Ephesians and the relevant chapters from the Book of Revelation. 

 

• The Revd Sally Wells is coming to Vienna in September 
 

Sally Wells, a former priest at Christ Church, Vienna and her husband Andrew are returning 

to Vienna for a week in September. Sally will celebrate and preach at the 9.30 Wednesday 

Eucharist on 19 September. Coffee will be served in the centre after the service. The Currans 

are hosting an Open House the same day from 16-20 hours. Please tell them if you are 

planning to come so that they can have an idea of numbers. 

 

• Alpha 

 

For the third successive year Christ Church, Vienna will be holding an Alpha Course. Please 

speak to Sarah Guinness if you would like more information. Starting date will be announced 

soon. 

 

• This year’s Nigerian Fest will be in November 
 

The Fest this year will on Saturday 3 of November at Christus Hoffnung der Welt, Donau-

City Kirche, Schüttauplatz 5, 1220 Wien. Please speak to the Fest co-ordinator Emmanuel 

Adeyemi for more information and with offers of help.  

 

• Twitter and Facebook 
 

The Christ Church Facebook page will be re-opened and a Twitter account set-up by Victoria 

Schilowsky. She will also be the co-ordinator. If you have any ideas or suggestions 

concerning the above please speak to Victoria. 

 

• Post Jady  
 

Frequently, I have been asked whether or not there will be someone coming to replace Jady. 

The answer is no. Presently, there is no vacancy. Presently, our finances do not stretch to 

employing a second priest. As far as there has been feedback about our endeavor to afford a 

young curate, theologically trained and literate, it is seen as a positive and worthwhile 

experience and one that should be repeated. Had we grown exponentially, numerically and 

financially in the past years, I might be writing a different note, but that did not happen. 

Having written the above I in no way want to minimize the many blessings we have received 

from God during this time, because fundamentally we believe as Christians that God is 

working out his purpose as year proceeds to year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  Christ Church Vienna - Calendar 2012 updated 29 August 2012  
 

DATE TIME EVENT 

Sept 1 (Sat) 1030 Service to celebrate 60 years Women’s World Day 

of Prayer in Austria at the Church of Christus, 

Hoffnung der Welt 

Sept 2 (Sun) 1000 Family Eucharist 

Sept 2 (Sun) 1800 Choral Evensong on the first Sunday of the 

month resumes 

Sept 5 (Weds) 1900 Prayer Ministry 

Sept 8 (Sat) 930 Youth and family retreat 

Sept 9 (Sun) 915 Sunday morning bible study in the crypt resumes 

Sept 9 (Sun) 1800 Six o’clock service resumes every Sunday 

except the first Sunday of the month 

Sept 13 (Thurs) 1930 Fortnightly bible study led by Sarah Guinness starts 

Sept 19 (Weds) 930 

1600-2000 

Celebrant and preacher Revd Sally Wells 

Open house at the Currans for the Revd Sally Wells 

Sept 23 (Sun) 1000 Celebrant and preacher Revd Tania Witter 

Sept 27-30  Archdeaconry Synod, Athens 

Sept 30 (Sun) 1000 Matins followed by Said Eucharist 

Oct 7 (Sun) 1000 

1800 

Harvest Thanksgiving 

Choral Evensong 

Oct 10 (Weds) 1900 Prayer Ministry 

Oct 11 (Thurs) 1830 Reading Group: The history of the world in 10½ 

chapters by Julian Barnes 

Oct 13 (Sat) 1030 Council Quiet Day 

Oct 20 (Sat) 1600 Animal blessing service  

Oct 24 (Weds) 1830 Council meeting 

Nov 1 (Thurs) 1000 All Saints’ Day Sung Eucharist 

Nov 2 (Fri) 1800 Prayers for the faithful departed 

Nov 3 (Sat)  Nigerian Fest 

Nov 7 (Weds) 1900 Prayer Ministry 

Nov 9 (Fri) 1100 Remembrance Service Klagenfurt 

Nov 11 (Sun)  Remembrance Sunday 

Nov 17 (Sat)  Annual Bazaar 

Nov 28 (Weds) 1830 Council meeting 

Soundings in the 

autumn, Tuesdays 

1900 Will focus on the Seven Churches mentioned in the 

Book of Revelation, the Book of Acts and the Letter 

to the Ephesians in preparation for a planned 

pilgrimage in February 2013 

Dec 2 (Sun) 1800 Advent Carol Service 

Dec 16 (Sun) 1000 

1800 

Family Service and Nativity 

Nine lessons and carols 
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