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Congratulations to Philip and 
Friederike Beckley on their 65th 

wedding anniversary
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The opinions expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors and should 
not necessarily be considered as carrying the 
endorsement of Christ Church, its officers or 
the Editor.

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

On 8 April, the Beckleys received a blessing on 
the occasion of their 65th wedding anniversary. 
Over the coming months, wedding bells 
will be ringing (figuratively, of course) for 
several young couples at Christ Church.
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Judy

Driving home from church the other day, I gained a 
new insight into the link between the Old and the 

New Testament. My grandson Nathaniel was explaining 
the story of Joseph they had heard at Kids’ Church, and 
how Joseph’s interpretation of the Pharoah’s various 
dreams was his ticket out of prison. Not to be outdone, 
three-year old Angelina announced with great authority 
that once he was released from prison, Joseph bought 
a donkey and went with Mary to the stable where Baby 
Jesus was born. No amount of convincing from our side 
would sway her. This reminded me of conversations I 
had had with Jehova’s Witnesses as well as members 
of mainstream Christian faiths, whose interpretation of 
the Bible was very different from what I had learned as 
a child in Sunday School and scripture classes. 

Many of the current controversies surrounding the 
Christian doctrine arise from just how literally we in-
terpret the Bible. There are several schools of thought: 
some believe every word should be taken at face value, 
others (and I am one of them) believe that the Bible—in 
particular the New Testament—was written within the 
social and cultural context prevailing at the time. Society 
evolves, life-styles change, new social problems arise 
and many of these can only be looked at by interpreting 
the Bible rather than searching for direct references. In 
common with medical science, where eminent doctors 
may have strongly divergent views on a particular topic, 
theologians and indeed anyone who reads the Bible can 
quote apparently contradictory passages to support 
their particular point of view. The small Lent Group I 
attended this year, graciously hosted by Joan Dantinger 
and led by Aileen Hackl, showed me that a diversity of 
opinions within the Christian faith can be both enrich-
ing and illuminating. The York Lent course, Handing on 
the Torch, with the participation of eminent individuals 
from different Christian faiths, opened both my eyes 
and my mind to the validity of divergent views and the 
possibility of their co-existence, although Angelina’s 
novel link between the Old and New Testament calls 
for a belief in time travel that I do not have! I whole-
heartedly recommend the Lent Groups and many other 
opportunities given to the Christ Church community to 
listen, discuss and exchange views.
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The Venerable Patrick Curran
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week of Eastertide which 
extends to the giving of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost. Pentecost is often 
called the birthday of the church 
and we have celebrated it as such 
occasionally at Christ Church. A 
new perspective dawned on me 
as we observed the meaningful 
Maundy Thursday Liturgy: a 
liturgy that celebrates amongst 
other things Christ’s example as 
servant and the inauguration of Holy 
Communion, the Eucharist (meaning 
thanksgiving).

Christ on that fateful night gives the 
disciples a new meal through a new 
set of words that link the bread and 
the wine to him, while command-
ing them to celebrate this meal in 
remembrance of him. If the Church 
is reconstituted each time we come 
“to eat his body and drink his blood” 
then it was at the Last Supper that 
the Church was manifested for the 
first time. By instituting what we now 
call Holy Communion (the Eucha-
rist), Jesus was in fact instituting the 
Church and laying the foundation 
for the future. It isn’t as if Jesus died 

and then something wholly 
unrelated was born. We need to 
recover for ourselves as Chris-
tians the continuity that exists 
between Jesus’ earthly ministry 
and the Church that emerges 
through his death and resur-
rection and the giving of the 
Holy Spirit “for apart from him 
we can do nothing” (John 15.5). 

The Christian life is one of cycles. 
There is for example the helpful cycle 
of the Christian year in which we are 
held and through which importantly 
the whole life-giving story of salva-
tion is told and retold lest we forget. 
This retelling of the story is a kind 
of gathering up, year by year, of all 
the pieces that nothing might be lost! 

In a recently issued liturgical book of 
the Church of England entitled Times 
and Seasons and in which the Easter 
season holds a pre-eminent place we 
find a section entitled the Stations of 
the Resurrection. I can hear some of 
you saying, Shouldn’t that read Sta-
tions of the Cross? The Stations of 
the Resurrection is a complementary 
devotion that emerged in the latter 
part of the twentieth century. It is 
also sometimes also referred to as 
the Stations of Joy. There are nine-
teen stations altogether beginning 
with the earthquake (Matthew 28.2-
4) and finishing with Jesus appearing 
to Paul on the Road to Damascus 
(Acts 9.1-18). 

Part of the challenge for the Church 
down the ages and for Christians in 
every age, is to be attentive to the 
nuances of the divine story that has 
been entrusted to us, and whereby 
we are formed and shaped. The 
resurrection is a central and I would 
say with the Early Church the central 
motif of the Christian faith: out of 
death there will spring forth new life 
because neither death nor sin have 
the final word. As the hymn Come, ye 
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faithful, raise the strain  says, Easter is 
‘the queen of all the seasons’.

To my mind, it is good that the 
Church in our age is deepening 
her appreciation of the place of 
the resurrection in her life through 
the devotion of the Stations of the 
Resurrection. In a brief note the 
reader is informed, “Because of the 
relative novelty of the Stations of the 
Resurrection, related images are not 
readily available … they could be 
created locally at events such as an 
Easter workshop”. It is an entertain-
ing thought to think of the artists in 
our congregation, young and old, 
working to create a rich pageant 
of resurrection images, or groups 
within the church making an image 
or two. Fortunately in the case of 
Jesus meeting St Paul on the Road 
to Damascus we can view a magnifi-
cent painting by Brueghel the Elder 
that hangs in the Kunsthistorisches 
Museum in Vienna.

The Christian story is one that ac-
knowledges the ordeals (crosses) 
that form a part of each and every-
one’s life and through which each 
must travel. Our faith tells us that we 
are not alone on the journey, that we 
need not be afraid and that we are 
known by name either side of our 

cross, which finds its 
meaning in the cross of 
Jesus. The foundation of 
who we are is always laid 
on the other side of the 
cross ‘through’ which 
we must go. 

Jesus’ passion and death take 
place in time and his resurrection 
manifests itself in time. People down 
the centuries have learnt to identify 
and empathise with his death and 
have come to acknowledge his res-
urrection as life-giving. It is for us to 
connect these two pivotal moments 
of the divine story. It is for us to see 
how our lives are caught up in this 
process daily as we travel through 
pain, suffering and death to resur-
rection taking with us all that God 
has already made us (for importantly 
we are much more than an assem-
bly of pain, suffering and death just 
as Jesus is much, much more than 
these) until we finally say with Him 
who died that we might have life, “It 
is finished” knowing ourselves held 
in what the Bible calls the everlast-
ing arms, our final home and refuge.

The Chaplain is seriously considering taking a group from Christ Church 
to the Seven Churches of Asia (Revelation, ch. 2 & 3) in Turkey during 
the Energiewoche next year (2–9 February). He would like to hear from 
any members of the chaplaincy who might like to join.
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Those who find the night-life of 
Vienna somewhat tamer and 

more limited than that of other ma-
jor cities no longer have cause for 
complaint. On a number of nights 
throughout the year, they can in-
dulge their intellect as well as their 
senses, in a variety of programmes 
organized until the early hours un-
der different “long night” themes. 
The original  and highly successful 
“Long Night of Museums”, first held 
in 2000, was emulated the following 
year by the “Long Night of Music” 
and joined in 2005 by the “Long 
Night of Churches”. These three 
events paved the way for long nights 
dedicated to Vienna’s public works, 
research and languages. Other 
events are held in different cities in 
Austria. Sadly, the much appreciated 
Long Night of Music was last held in 

2006. 

On 5 May, aficio-
nados of Vienna’s 
public works can 
spend  a  r i ve t -
ing night visiting 
the gasworks or 
Central Cemetary. 
Joking apart, the 
programme post-
ed on the event 
webs i te  (www.
wienerstadtwerke-
langenacht2012.
at/programmplan-
er/) offers a wide 
range of activites 
for young and old: 

the opportunity to test-drive a car 
fuelled by natural gas; skating on a 
synthetic ice rink; bat-watching in 
the Central Cemetary; or a chance to 
see Vienna’s imperial trams. 

For many members of the Christ 
Church congregation, the Long 
Night of the Churches is a fixed 
point on their calendar since we 
are involved both as hosts to those 
visiting our church, and as visitors to 
other churches. Activities range from 
rosary-making (Dominikanerkirche,  
Postgasse 4, 1010 Vienna, 19.00-
20.30) to Drumming for Tanzania 
(Missio-Päpstliche Missionswerke, 
Seilerstätte 12, 1010 Vienna, 20.15-
20.45), to a tour of the imperial 
graves (Kapuzinerkirche, Tegetthoff-
straße 2, 1010 Vienna, 20.00-21.00).

There are countless events listed 
under the following categories: the 
exotic and the unusual, film/dance/
stage/cabaret, exhibitions and guid-
ed tours, discussions, services 
and prayer, lectures and readings, 
modern and classical music, medita-
tion and reflection, and ecumenical 
events. There is something for the 
entire family with special events 
organized for children. 

Non-German speaking churches 
also take part in the Lange Nacht. 
Of particular interest to the Christ 
Church congregation will be other 
churches in the vicinity. By selecting 
churches in the 3rd district to visit, 
members of Christ Church will 

Long Nights in Vienna
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have an opportunity to participate 
in several of the events organized 
for visitors in our own church (see 
below). The Polish Holy Cross 
Church, just round the corner from 
Christ Church on the Rennweg, opens 
its doors at 17.00 with a chance to 
see an exhibition on the world of 
icons which goes on until 22.00. 
The Armenian Apostolic Church of 
St. Hripsime in the Kolonitzgasse 
11, Vienna 3, is open throughout 
the night for prayer and meditation. 
There will be a service in Armenian 
at 18.30 followed by a finger-food 
buffet as well as an exhibition 
featuring work of Armenian artists. 
At 21.30 a film will be shown (in 
German) entitled Armenia with You.  
Night owls can take part in a guided 
tour beginning at 23.00. Incidentally, 
Armenia was the first country to 
introduce Christianity as a national 
religion, at the beginning of the 4th 
century.

The Russian Orthodox Cathedral 
St. Nicholas begins at 18.45 with a 
short service, followed by a concert 
presented by the Cathedral choir. 
At 20.00 there will be a guided tour 
of the Cathedral followed by an op-
portunity for visitors to go around 
on their own at 21.00. 

The Serbian church of St. Sava is 
just around the corner from Christ 
Church in Veithgasse 3. Since it is 
part of the surrounding apartment 
buildings, it is not immediately 
recognizable as a church except 

on Sundays, when a queue often 
forms outside its door! Those who 
are curious to know what goes on 
inside, are invited to attend an even-
ing of prayers and songs beginning 
at 18.00.

Once again, Christ Church will be 
opening its doors to visitors, curious 
to find out more about the Anglican 
faith. It would be desirable if as many 
people as possible from the con-
gregation could spend at least part 
of the evening at Christ Church, to 
welcome visitors and show them the 
rich cultural diversity of which we 
are all so proud. Throughout the long 
night, we are offering an opportunity 
for visitors to “meet an Anglican” as 
well as sing popular hymns and new 
worship songs. Holy Communion 
at 21.15 will be followed by Choral 
Evensong at 22.30.

T
he Russian O

rthodox C
athedral
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A group of us began research in 
New Caledonia in 2009, together 

with a counterpart group from the 
Royal Botanic Gardens in Kew, UK, 
and a researcher in the herbarium 
of the Institute of Research and De-
velopment in Nouméa, the capital of 
New Caledonia. Our main focus was 

the identification 
and conservation 
of one group—ge-
nus Diospyros—of 
plants that is en-
demic to the archi-
pelago and repre-
sented by 31 spe-
cies. This project 

was funded by the Austrian Science 
Foundation for three years starting 
September 2010 and supports a Ph.D 
student. Having a New Caledonian 
Researcher in our team helped us to 
locate these plants more easily. 

We carried out our field work from the 
21 February to 9 March 2011, collect-
ing different species across the whole 
island. We were a group of seven; in 
addition to my student and myself 
there were three scientists from Kew 
and two from New Caledonia. It was 
fascinating to observe the various 
types of vegetation across the whole 
island and we set up camp in differ-
ent parts of the island among native 
people, which was very exciting. 

New Caledonia, one of the world’s 
34 biodiversity hotspots, is located 
in the southwestern Pacific. A “hot-
spot” is a place with a large number 
of endemic species that are found 

Every member 
of the congre-
gation has a 
different story 
to tell. Some 
are avid book-
worms, happy to discuss recent books they 
have read, others like to travel and share 
with us places they have visited. Many 
have had interesting careers—this is the 
case of Dr. Rose Samuel, recently retired 
as professor of botany at the University 
of Vienna—and can provide a fascinating 
insight into vocations that may be very dif-
ferent from our own. The following account 
is written by a scientist who is passionate 
about her particular discipline. Perhaps 
others would like to share with us details 
of their own careers and professions ...

New Caledonia, here we come
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nowhere else. Unlike many Pacific 
islands, which are of comparatively 
recent volcanic origin, New Caledonia 
is an ancient fragment of the super-
continent Gondwana. New Caledonia 
and New Zealand were separated 
by continental drift from Australia 
85 million years ago. The flora of 
New Caledonia is characterized by 
the presence of a large number of 
lineages that appear to represent 
remnants of the late Cretaceous–early 
Tertiary Gondwana flora.  

The New Caledonian flora comprises 
an ancient Gondwana (Australian) 
element and recent Indomalesian ele-
ment. New Caledonia is home to no 
less than five endemic plant families. 
It claims the worlds only parasitic 
conifer and nearly two-thirds of the 
worlds species of Araucaria trees, all 
of which are endemic.

New Caledonia’s moist evergreen 
forest, covering 22 per cent of the 
territory, has a closed canopy of 
moderately sized trees reaching 20 
metres at lower elevations and three 
to eight metres at higher altitudes. 
The tree fern Cyathea novaecaledoniae, 
with its distinctive, greyish trunk, at-
tains heights of up to 30 metres and 
is a common sight in the fern forests. 
Mangroves are found in areas with 
saline water.

New Caledonia’s diverse fauna is 
similar to that of other islands, partic-
ularly New Zealand. It has no native 
mammals except for bats (the large 
fruit bat is consumed by local people) 

and no native amphibians. Instead it 
has a vertebrate fauna dominated by 
reptiles and birds. Today the island 
counts 21 endemic species of birds, 
including one endemic family, the 
Rhynochetidae, represented by one 
living species, the Kagu. Almost 
flightless, it spends its time on or near 
the ground, where it hunts its inverte-
brate prey and builds a nest of sticks 
on the forest floor. New Caledonia is 
the home to the world’s biggest gecko 
and a large number of skinks and 
other lizards. No crocodiles or ter-
restrial turtles remain on the island.

New Caledonia is peaceful land where 
different ethnic populations live and 
grow side by side: Melanesians, 
Europeans, Wallisians, Futunians, 
Polynesians, Asians, Indonesians and 
West Indians. Noumea has become 
the economical, administrative and 
cultural capital of the archipelago.  

(continued on p.11) è

Dr. Rose Samuel (at the front) with members of her group
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Thoughts on Forgiveness

“Forgiveness... is never abstract....If 
forgiveness is liberation, it is also 

a recovery of the past in hope, a return 
of memory, in which what is potentially 
threatening, destructive, despair induc-
ing, in the past is transfigured into the 
ground of hope.” Archbishop Rowan 
Williams

Archbishop William’s interpretation 
of the resurrection discusses forgive-
ness as something that challenges us 
to face our past for our own healing. 
The perfect examples of this are Pe-
ter and Paul: one who denied Christ 
and another who openly persecuted 
his followers. Forgiveness reconciles 
the wrongs and betrayals of the past 
“transfiguring” them and moving 
toward a future grounded in hope.  

When you ask someone outside 
the church about forgiveness, and 
perhaps some within, most of the 
informed insights probably involve 
some kind of language of self inter-
ested therapeutic catharsis such as: 
“learning how to forgive is a part of 

the healing process.” This 
insight is not only found 

in the world of pop-
psychology and self-

help books but is 
also understood 
in mainstream 
western medicine 

as well. 
 
For instance, the 
world renowned 
Mayo Clinic lists the 
positive effects that 

forgiving has upon our 
health:  “Healthier rela-
tionships, greater spiritual and psy-
chological well-being, less anxiety, 
hostility, lower blood pressure, fewer 
symptoms of depression, and a lower 
risk of alcohol and substance abuse.“
 
Of course the healing forgiveness that 
grows out of God’s selfless restora-
tive action for us in Christ Jesus goes 
much deeper than merely “letting go 
of resentment“. But I think it is cor-
rect to think of forgiveness in terms 
of healing. 
 
Too often, I believe, we overemphasize 
forgiveness, redemption and salvation 
solely as legal and judicial terms. It 
is clear that Christ’s ministry revealed 
God’s power through acts of healing. 
“Wherever he went into villages, 
towns or countryside they placed 
the sick in the market places. They 
begged him to let them touch even by
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the edge of his cloak, and all who 
touched him were healed.” (Mk. 6:56).  
Christ’s saving ministry was that of a 
healer. This is why the word healing 
in Greek, sozo, is also the word for 
salvation. Such an understanding 
finds its way into our prayers during 
the celebration of the Eucharist when 
we say, “Although, I am not worthy to 
receive you, only say the word and I 
shall be healed”. Jesus is a physician. 





New Caledonia produces two com-
modities, nickel and cobalt and is 
the world’s fourth largest producer 
of nickel after Canada, Russia and 
Australia, producing around 12 per 
cent of global production. It is the 
world’s fourth largest producer of 
mined nickel and the largest producer 
of ferro-nickel, and nickel products 
dominate the economy. 

The aim of our trip to this Island 
was to investigate the biodiversity 
and evolution of the genus Diospyros 
(Ebenaceae) of New Caledonia. Most 
commonly known species of this 
genus are Diospyros Kaki, commonly 
eaten kaki fruit which is most widely 
cultivated as well as ebony wood, 
Diospyros ebenum (Ceylon ebony), na-
tive to Southern India and Sri Lanka. 
A total of 31 species of this genus are 
reported for New Caledonia of which 
all but one are endemic to the Island. 

Our previous investigations on this 
genus showed that New Caledonian 
Diospyros species have two types 

of endemism. In our project we are 
trying to delimit the species using 
modern DNA techniques.

In this way I understand forgiveness 
as a healing ministry. Because we 
understand that Christ has offered 
us healing and restoration in Jesus 
Christ we understand that the power 
of God’s forgiveness has made a claim 
on us. In becoming reconciled to our 
broken pasts, our only response now 
is to proclaim this healing and to 
reflect God’s forgiveness to those who 
have wronged us. 

New Caledonia (French: Nouvelle-
Calédonie) is a special collectivity of 
France located in the southwest Pacific 
Ocean, 1,500 km east of Australia. The 
archipelago, part of the Melanesian 
subregion, includes the main island of 
Grande Terre, the Loyalty Islands, the 
Belep archipelago, the Isle of Pines and 
a few remote islets. The Chesterfield 
Islands in the Coral Sea are also part 
of New Caledonia. Locals refer to Grand 
Terre as “Le Caillou”, the rock. New 
Caledonia has a land area of 18,576 
km2. The population (2011 estimate) 
is 256,275. The British first sighted 
New Caledonia on 4 September 1774, 
during the second voyage of Captain 
James Cook. He named the territory 
New Caledonia, as the north-east of 
the island reminded him of Scotland. 
On 24 September 1853, under orders 
from Napoleon III, Admiral Febvrier 
Despointes took formal possession of 
New Caledonia and Port-de-France 
(Nouméa) was founded on 25 June 
1854.                  [source: Wikepedia]

(continued from p.9)è
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In case you don’t know, Karlheinz Essl is the 
owner of a successful do-it-yourself and 

garden centre chain in Austria. He and his 
wife, Agnes are also collectors of contempo-
rary art, which they exhibit in the beautiful 
museum they had built beside the Danube near 
Klosterneuburg. Until the end of May they are 
showing works from their private collection of 
Anselm Kiefer. 

Again, if you don’t know, Anselm Kiefer is, like 
Gerhard Richter, an internationally acclaimed 
contemporary German artist. He was born and 
worked in Germany, where he caused quite a 
stir and hence made a name for himself through 
the provocative way he dealt with the atrocities 
of Nazi Germany. He now lives and works in 
the south of France and Paris, where he has 
converted a disused brick factory for his studio. 

He needs it. His works, like so many of the 
modern age, are huge. I deliberately say works 
rather than paintings, though they are painted, 
on sections of canvas or board, which have to 
be taken apart and reassembled, for logistical 
reasons, I suppose. However the works have a 
sculptural quality in their tactileness and three-
dimensionality. They are not self-reflective 
but tell stories. His theme is history: “In my 
paintings I narrate history in order to show 
what lies behind history. I open up a gap and 
step through it.” While depicting transcience 
through his motifs and his materials(see below) 
he frequently resorts to mythology in search of 
deeper truths, myths he has learnt about on his 
many travels and through reading. He seems 
to be an avid reader of the Bible and he loves poetry. So among the strata 
of earth and sand, the ruins of palaces, maritime vessels and myriads of 
stars are interspersed lines of poetry—Paul Celan, Ingeborg Bachmann, 
Paul Valery and Hölderlin being his favourites— or excerpts from Genesis 
or the Psalms and hanging over them all the Book, symbolizing man and 

Culture on our Doorstep
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Prayer of the Month



his collection of knowledge and 
philosophies. 

I loved the way he uses poetry in 
his works, swimming from line to 
line as if they were buoys to anchor 
himself. I loved the materiality of his 
works(he uses anything from earth 
to hair, wire to twigs) the reduced 
palette of the rich deep colours of 
the earth, the apparent ephemeral-

ity of his materials in contrast with 
the permanence of myth and poetry. 
When it comes to mythology , I think 
humans and God are in league. 

All in all, a visit to the museum is 
highly recommendable, and I per-
sonally hope to go again. It is easily 
accessible by car or shuttle bus from 
the Albertinaplatz. Good cafe, good 
walks. What more can one ask?

Make your ways known upon earth, Lord God,
your saving power among all peoples.

Renew your Church in holiness
and help us to serve you with joy.
Guide the leaders of all nations,
that justice may prevail throughout the world.
Let not the needy be forgotten,
nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Make us instruments of your peace
and let your glory be over all the earth. 
Amen

taken from  
the Church of England 
website
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08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings:  
 African headdress  
 demonstration

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings:

Seventh Sunday of Easter

Pentecost

St. Philip and  
St. James

27

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Said Eucharist 
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist    
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service
18.30 Pentecost Bonfire at Himberg

Sixth Sunday of Easter

6

Sunday

Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 2012

14

1

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist  
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist and Confirmation 
 Kids’ Church and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings



19

25

18

11

26

17

9

16

3

10

23

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

Lange Nacht der 
Kirchen

10.00 Sung Eucharist

Wednesday

29 3130

15

22

8

Tuesday

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings:  
 African headdress  
 demonstration

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

St. Philip and  
St. James

Ascension Day

24

Thursday

12

Friday Saturday
4 5

1 June

2

10.00 Toddler Group

18.30 Reading Group
19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

18.00 Concert with  
 the Marble Hill  
 Singers

15.45 Confirmation
 Rehearsal

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings



Mike Waltner will be leading a three-part series on the Christian understanding 
of and engagement with other religions on 8, 15 and 22 May.
On 29 May Clara Agu has kindly agreed to show us how make (fold) an African 
headdress. I have been intrigued by this feature of the African women’s festal 
clothing since coming to the diocese in 1993, but especially since coming to 
Vienna. 

Church Notices
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On Sunday, 13 May, Bishop Geoffrey will confirm the following candidates: 
Rebecca Klein, Stacey Foster, Helen Ifeagwu, Madeleine Cox-Wise and Tara 
Harbeck. Confirmation is the sacrament in which candidates confirm their 
baptism vows and receive the apostolic commission and seal by the laying-on-
of hands by a bishop who stands in a line of succession stretching back to the 
apostles. A succinct commission is found in Matthew’s Gospel: Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen. (28.19f. KJV)  

The Help by Kathryn Stockett is an unforgettable story told from the viewpoints 
of three very unforgettable women: Aibileen, raising her seventeenth white child; 
Minny, forever losing jobs due to her sassy tongue; and Miss Skeeter, an aspir-
ing writer who has been raised by black maids all her life. Our next meeting is 
Thursday, 3 May, 18.30. We meet in the Church Office. 

Once again Christ Church is participating in the Long Night of the Churches (Die 
Lange Nacht der Kirchen). There are four parts to the evening this year begin-
ning with the popular congregational singing of seven English hymns. After a 
short break, Joel Guinness will lead a session on contemporary English worship. 

As 2012 marks the 350th anniversary of the 1662 version of the Book of Com-
mon Prayer, there will be a celebration of Holy Communion according to the 
Book of Common Prayer based on John Merbecke’s (1510-1585) setting for Holy 
Communion. After a short break we will conclude with Choral Evensong again 
according to the Book of Common Prayer. Bible readings will be from the King 
James Version (KJV) of the Bible. 

Nearer the time we will be looking for welcomers to welcome people to the 
church and to the church centre as well as offers of food.
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The Revd Canon John Higgins is to be licensed as priest-in-charge of St Nicolas, 
Ankara, Turkey, on Sunday, 20 May, to serve in the Eastern archdeaconry. He 
will be licensed by the Venerable Patrick Curran on behalf of the Bishop. Patrick 
is looking forward to his trip where he will be the guest of former Christ Church 
members Ian and Christine Biggs.

The Marble Hill Singers, a London-based Chamber Choir formed in 1988 out of 
the much larger Twickenham Choral Society, will perform an English repertoire 
programme at Christ Church on Saturday, 5 May at 18.00. Please reserve tickets 
in advance and bring your friends. This promises to be a special evening. All 
monies raised will go towards Christ Church.

Nikki and Ted Scheiber have kindly invited us to join them for the annual Pen-
tecost bonfire in Himberg. At sunset we will light the bonfire and have a short 
service with songs around the bonfire. Refreshments, drinks, sausages and Sem-
meln will be available. Donations welcome. It is possible to get to Himberg by 
public transport but those who do not have transport could try to catch a lift. 
Nearer the time, please indicate to Nikki if you are intending to come so that 
she can organize the catering.

On Sunday, 10 June, Laura Fairburn will be admitted as a Reader in the Church 
of England at the 10.00 service, having successfully completed her training. She 
will receive the Bishop’s permission to serve in the chaplaincy of Christ Church, 
Vienna. Readers are lay people in the Church of England, from all walks of life, 
who are called by God, theologically trained by the Church to preach, teach, 
lead worship and assist in pastoral, evangelistic and liturgical work. Congratu-
lations Laura!

This year’s retreat will again be held at the Benedictine monastery of Göttweig, 
which overlooks the Danube and the city of Krems. The Revd. Jady Koch will be 
leading our retreat, just a month or two before he and Lisa leave us to return to 
the United States where Jady will take up a new posting in Kentucky. The theme 
of this year’s retreat is “In the PSALM of His Hand: confessing our faith in the 
mercies of God”. How can the wisdom and confidence of the Psalmist illustrate 
the role of our faith in the midst of everyday life? This retreat will help us explore 
the relationship between honesty, faith and the goodness of God in Christ. There 
are a few places left, so if you are interested please register as soon as possible 
with Andrew Rooke (01/2032893). 
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When I first came to Vienna in 
the mid sixties, I remember be-

ing told that Vienna was a city of old 
ladies. Two world wars had decimated 
the gentlemen, but the ladies were 
definitely around and very active. 
Some people said this was because 
at that time there were almost no el-
evators in the houses and apartment 
buildings where we lived; we had to 
walk up and down the stairs all the 
time, which was reputed to keep us 
fit and agile!

A few years back, I spent three weeks 
in the women’s ward of a large hos-
pital here in Vienna. This gave me 
an opportunity to listen to a variety 
of stories from women, mostly older 
than myself, who had been a part 
of the rebuilding of Vienna after the 
Second World War. The stories of how 
they coped creatively with almost 
nothing, how they managed to cart 
away the debris of bombed houses 
in wheelbarrows, feed and bring up 
their children, and simply survive 
impressed me no end. One delightful 
eighty year-old was admitted to our 
ward with a head injury she had sus-
tained while bouncing up and down 
as she enthusiastically watched the 
TV programme Dancing Stars! Luckily 
the wound was not very serious and 
she was sent home in time to watch it 
again the following week, on her own 
telly, presumably with less bouncing.

For the past eighteen months, I’ve 
joined in a Taizé service held in an 
old peoples’ home—sorry, Senior Citi-
zens’ Residence—for people who are 

suffering from dementia. The respon-
sible chaplain thought it might com-
fort some of his flock because Taizé 
uses light, colour and icons as well 
as slow repetitive music, to create an 
atmosphere of prayer. At this service 
people are also offered the possibility 
of having their hands anointed with 
sweet-smelling oil. The chaplain only 
invites people to participate who are 
known to be Christian or seem to have 
(or have had) an interest in religion. 
Relatives are consulted if available.

The first few times, I simply sang 
along. Now I am usually assigned 
to sit with a patient, possibly hold 
his or her hand, if appropriate, and 
watch for a reaction, and of course, 
react myself. This can be particularly 
moving whenever a bonding develops. 
On the other hand, it can be stressful, 
if patients are obviously not enjoying 
the worship but instead are worrying 

Old Folks at Home
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about getting back to their familiar 
environment. For me, it has become 
a very moving time of prayer with all 
these people: those who help and 
those who are simply there, in their 
beds or wheelchairs. Some try and 
sing along. Some are delighted with 
the candles and love having the oil 
rubbed on the palm of their hands. 
Others just lie there, and that’s it. 
You never know. Afterwards, as we 
tidy up, we helpers have time chat 
and discuss our different experiences. 

In another Senior Citizens’ Residence, 
I join in a discussion group about 
“Gott und die Welt”. This is led by a 
former Roman Catholic priest who is 
now a psychotherapist. A few months 
ago we explored the Lord’s Prayer, re-
lating our picture of God our Heavenly 
Father to the earthly father we knew in 
our childhood. Most of the members 
of the group had grown up during 
World War 1, when their fathers were 
away fighting.

Another time we discussed how the 
season of Advent used to be cel-
ebrated in Austria. It has always been 
known as “die stille Zeit” but these 
people remembered when it was so 
still, that one hardly dared speak. 
Baking Christmas cookies was done 
without talking in those days. Ladies 
baking cakes apparently timed their 
mixing—with a wooden spoon, of 
course—not by looking at a clock, but 
by the number of times they recited 
the Vater Unser (Lord’s Prayer). From 
time to time, a man would interrupt 
telling them that if they prayed too 

quickly, they would ruin the cake. 
I’m pretty sure that any woman who 
bakes regularly knows just what 
consistency the cake dough should 
have, and if this is the way she does 
things, I’m sure she has a rhythm in 
her prayer too!

One of the members of the group is 
no longer a Christian. She wears a 
headscarf to show how proud she is of 
her (now) Moslem identity. She grew 
up a country lass, entered a very strict 
contemplative convent and remained 
there for several years. Later she left 
the convent and married a Moslem. 
Her brother-in-law so impressed her 
that she decided to become a Moslem 
too. But from her days in the convent, 
she knows a great deal about Chris-
tianity and loves to be a part of the 
group discussing Gott und die Welt. 
Sadly, her eyes are now bad, that 
other people have to read to her!

All in all, I get the impression that 
there is truth in the expression that 
growing old is not for wimps—or as 
the Austrians say, “nur die Harten 
kommen durch”! 
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE    TIME       EVENT

May 2 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

May 3 (Thurs)  18.30 Reading Group ‘The Help’ by Kathryn Stockett

May 5 (Sat) 18.00 Concert with the Marble Hill Singers

May 6 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

May 9 (Weds) 18.30 Council meeting 

May 13 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation with Bishop Geoffrey

May 17 (Thurs) 10.00 Sung Eucharist Ascension Day

May 27 (Sun) 18.30 Pentecost bonfire at Himberg

May 30 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

June 1 (Fri)  Lange Nacht der Kirchen

June 3 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist and Sunday School picnic

 18.00 Choral Evensong with the Callington singers

June 15-17  Retreat at Stift Göttweig

June 20 (Weds) 18.30 Council meeting

June 23 (Sat)  Barbecue at the Ratcliffes’

August 18 (Sat)  Walk on the Rax

August 26 (Sun) 12.00 Christ Church BBQ at the Castelinos’

August 29 (Weds) 18.30 Council Meeting

Sept 8 (Sat)  Parish Outing

Sept 22 (Sat)  Youth and family retreat

Sept 27-30  Archdeaconry Synod, Athens

Nov. 17 (Sat)  Annual Bazaar
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Whitsun is another name for 
the feast of the Pentecost, 

so called because it is the fiftieth 
day after Easter (the word itself 
derives from the Greek word for 
“the fiftieth day”). Like Easter, Whit 
Sunday has its origins in a Jewish 
festival (Shavot) mentioned in the 
Old Testament.

According to the account in the Acts 
of the Apostles (Acts 2:1-4), Jesus 
promised his disciples that they 
would be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit. They were impatient to know 
when this would happen and were 
quietly rebuked by Christ before 
he was lifted up on a cloud. They 
returned to Jerusalem and decided to 
celebrate the feast of the Pentecost 
together. 

While they were gathered together, 
a strong wind rose up and rushed 
through the house enveloping them 
in tongues of flames. Suddenly the 
disciples—most of them simple 
craftsmen who had not received a 
high education—were able to speak 
a whole range of languages. This 
was the sign that they had been filled 
with the Holy Spirit. Soon a crowd 
gathered of people originating from 
many different parts of the region, 
with different native languages. They 
were amazed to hear the disciples 
speaking in their own tongues. 
At first, they concluded that the 
Apostles had been enjoying their 
wine too much. Peter rose to their 
defence and delivered a powerful 

speech proclaiming the glory of 
Christ and describing his death at 
the hands of the Jews. Mortified, 
the crowd asked what they should 
do. “Repent and be baptized” was 
Peter’s answer. Some 3,000 were 
baptized that day, and Whit Sunday 
remains a popular day for baptism, 
the  name deriving from the practice 
of wearing white for baptism.

A number of customs have arisen 
in association with Whitsun in 
different parts of the world. In Italy, 
rose petals are scattered from the 
ceiling of churches, recalling the 
flames that imbued the disciples 
with the Holy Spirit. In France, 
trumpets are blown during the Whit 
Sunday service, reminding us of the 
wind that accompanied the descent 
of the Holy Ghost.

Whitsun is considered to represent 
the birth of the Christian church and 
the start of the Church’s mission to 
the world.

Whit Sunday or Pentecost
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On Sunday, 25 March we said a 
sad farewell to Liza Koch who 

was returning to the United States to 
prepare the way for her and Jady’s 
new life once his assignment in Vi-
enna ends in the summer. Liza was 
a welcome presence in our midst for 
almost three years, quietly supporting 
Jady in his work and ably carrying out 
many of the duties that will continue 
to fall on her in the future. 

Liza was a steadfast and faithful 
member of the congregation and her 
beauty, elegance and radiant smile 
could not fail to brighten up any 
service or event that she attended. 
Whether she pursues a career in her 
own right, or continues to support 
Jady in his, we know that she will 
prove a great success. Good luck, 
Liza, and visit us soon!

Philip and Friederike Beckley met in 1945 in Vienna, where Phil was sta-
tioned with the British army and married in 1947. He was part of the Brit-

ish troops in Vienna who between 1945-1947 contributed towards the cost of 
the stained glass windows above the altar! The entire congregation of Christ 
Church joined in congratulating Phil and Friedl on the occasion of their 65th 
wedding anniversary on 8 April. Phil attends services at Christ Church on a 
regular basis and it is always a pleasure to see Friedl when she joins him as 
well as their daughter, Sonia and granddaughter, Nathalie (see photo).

Farewell Liza

65th Anniversary

In and Around Christ Church
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Palm Sunday is al-
ways a special oc-

casion at Christ Church 
and despite a rather de-
pressing weather prog-
nosis, we managed to 
hold the first part of the 
10 o’clock service in the 
garden as usual. The 
few cars that passed as 
we made our way back 
into the church, paused, 
I believe, as much to ad-
mire our lusty singing of 
All glory, laud and honour 
as to make way for the 
procession.

Easter Week offered 
a range of thoughtful 
services, starting off 
with Maundy Thursday 
where we commemo-
rated the Last Supper 
and Christ’s washing 
of the disciples’ feet. 
Whether it was the rather cold spell 
we had at the time, or the strict ob-
servance of the congregation to the 
concept of all-male disciples, the only 
candidates for the foot-washing were 
men. Some stayed on after the service 
for a vigil in the crypt. 

Good Friday saw our numbers swol-
len by members of other congrega-
tions fom the Vienna English Speak-
ing Catholic Community, from the 
English-Speaking United Methodist 
Church in Vienna and from the Vienna 
Community Church. Clergy and read-
ers from all four churches read from 

Easter Week at Christ Church

a moving Taizé text based on Christ’s 
seven last words from the cross, writ-
ten by Brother Pierre-Yves. 

A Good Friday liturgy was held in 
the evening and on Easter Saturday 
members of the congregation met at 
21.00 in the garden for the lighting 
of the Easter fire, after which they 
kept vigil. The following morning saw 
Christ Church filled to bursting as the 
regular congregation was joined by 
visitors and those who are unable 
to join us every week. It was indeed 
a joyous occasion and the choir and 
organist did us proud.  
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This concert at the Borough 
Hall of Vienna 3 is the third in 

a series commemorating the 80th 
birthday year of the composer Eu-
gene Hartzell, whose association 
with Christ Church dated from 13 
May 1962 (at the latest), when he 
married one of the senior members 
of our present congregation, Tatiana 
Hartzell, née Preston. 

The four Hartzell works on the pro-
gramme form a balanced portrait 
of this proverbial “American in Vi-
enna”. While the two eight-minute 
Monologues for (Vienna) horn and 
violin show Hartzell as a true son 
of the Viennese School in the Alban 
Berg line, jazz breaks through with 
a vengeance in Episodes for Violin and 
Piano and Horn Trio (A Little Light Mu-
sic), as it does in many of his works 
from the mid-seventies onwards. 

Just as Haydn, Brahms and many 
others made use of the folk music 
idiom in their works, Hartzell drew 
on jazz, and in so doing created a 
highly attractive musical synthesis of 

One of our Own

Born in Ohio in 1932, Eugene Hartzell came to Europe in 1955 to continue 
his studies in singing and composition. After a short stay in Rome, he moved 
to Vienna, where he settled and remained for the rest of his life. Gene died on 
20 April 2000 and is still greatly missed by family and friends, both in America 
and in Vienna, not to mention many colleagues from the world of music. His 
setting of Psalm 23 has been sung by the Christ Church Choir. Eugene Hartzell 
was the husband of Tatiana Hartzell, father of Melanie Nicholson and father-
in-law of John. He will be remembered by some members of the congregation 
both for his music and as a familiar voice bringing expats the news in English 
on the Austrian radio. For more information see www.eugene-hartzell.org.

two very different worlds: the Amer-
ica of the likes of Duke Ellington and 
the Vienna of Schönberg and Berg.

Although well-known in Vienna as 
an English-language radio broad-
caster, Gene was never one to 
hog the limelight. Accordingly, our 
concert programme also includes 
a celebrated work for piano by his 
composition teacher Hans Erich 
Apostel and the much-loved “mother 
of all horn trios” by their revered 
forebear and fellow “Wahlwiener” 
Johannes Brahms.

For our “Festkonzert”, which falls 
shortly before the birthday itself (21 
May), we have been lucky enough to 
engage a trio of top-class musicians 
—Hector McDonald, for instance, is 
principal horn of the Vienna Sym-
phony. Even if you are one of the 
many music-lovers who adore the 
classics but instinctively shy away 
from “modern music”, please do 
consider coming to join us at what 
is certainly going to be a very memo-
rable musical celebration.by
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Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o british Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




