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The Kids’ Church Nativity goes from strength 
to strength each year. Our cover shows a 
scene from the 2010 play, since this year’s 
performance takes place after publication of 
the December/January issue of Crossways.
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Live coverage of news events, many of them violent, 
tragic and terrifyingly realistic, have helped anaes-

thetise television viewers to some of the horrors taking 
place in the world around us. We have witnessed the 
massive loss of human life caused by natural disas-
ters, seen dying soldiers (and civilians) taking their 
last breath on camera, and followed minute by minute 
the fate of trapped miners. On the other hand, it took 
just the death of one two-year old girl, captured live 
on video, to shock viewers throughout the world and 
bring the most populous nation on earth to question 
its moral values. China is doubtless an economic 
success story, but has it, along with developed and 
fast advancing nations, lost touch with the human 
condition? In this particular case, bystanders looked 
on as not one, but two vehicles drove over Yue Yue 
who was left fatally injured in the middle of the road 
until an old woman dragged her clear of oncoming 
traffic. Could it happen elsewhere in the world? Yes! 
One reads countless times of people looking on while 
others are being attacked. Stephen Lawrence was 
waiting at a bus-stop in London when he was set upon 
by a gang of white youths and there are several first-
hand reports of the attack ... presumably by those who 
did not wish to get involved. In this country, people, 
particularly immigrants, have been abused in public, 
in the tram, on the street, and with few exceptions, 
people have turned away.

Christ’s birth—and crucifixion—changed the world. 
If the death of a tiny Chinese girl or a black British 
teenager can rouse us from our apathy and make us, 
not only as individuals, but as an anonymous crowd, 
aware of the value of each human life, then they too 
will not have died in vain. Christmas is a time of giv-
ing when our hearts go out to others. Let us make 
sure that the “others” are not simply our immediate 
family and circle of friends, but those fellow human 
beings in need of our love and support, both in terms 
of our resources, our time and our compassion. I wish 
all readers a joyful, peaceful and blessed Christmas.
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As Christmas approaches, 
churches and Christians 

the world over will be setting 
up their cribs. Some of these 
cribs will have been passed 
down from one generation to 
the next over a longish period 

of time. Some years ago, when 
our children were still young, Lucille 
and I purchased a set of crib figures 
in the Romanesque style from Ober-
ammergau. This set of crib figures 
brings us joy and delight each year. 

A few years ago our church pur-
chased a new set of crib figures from 
France which will once again find 
an honoured place below our altar 
reminding us that Christ is born 
in the bread and the wine of Holy 
Communion. 

This year I want to reflect on the 
significance of the ox and the ass in 
the crib, especially as they are not 
mentioned in the Christmas narra-
tives of the Bible. The ox and the ass 
did not find their way into the crib by 
accident, just as Pontus Pilate did not 
make his way into the Nicene Creed 
by accident. There are in my mind 
three main reasons for including the 
ox and the ass in the traditional crib 

scene. Firstly, the presence of the ox 
and the ass remind the viewer that 
God’s purposes are for the whole of 
creation. What we are mostly con-
cerned with as humans is our rela-
tionship to God. The ox and the ass in 
the crib remind us as human beings 
not to become too self-centred – a 
constant danger for many Christians 
with ruinous consequences for the 
whole of creation. It is a great sad-
ness to me that in our day and age 
we have to relearn a simple truth that 
God’s concerns are for the whole of 
creation and that in turn we are too 
be responsible and good stewards 
of creation. 

Secondly, the ox and the ass are 
the chosen animals because they 
already find a mention in the Ten 
Commandments where they are 
named in the tenth commandment 
about eschewing covetousness. 
There we read, ‘You shall not covet 
your neighbour’s house; you shall 
not covet your neighbour’s wife, or 
male or female slave, or ox, or don-
key, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbour.’ (Exodus 20.17) It should 
be the hope of the nations that we 
no longer covet (lust after) what is 
not ours. The temptations are many 

Christ Church’s crib figures, displayed beneath the altar
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that assail us and if we are honest 
we give into many of these, because 
we have the means to or we think 
of ourselves as deserving, leading 
us in turn to cause injury to others. 
But that is not to be the way with us. 
As St Paul the Apostle writes, “So if 
anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed 
away; see, everything has become 
new!” (2 Corinthians 5.17)

Thirdly, the ox and the ass find their 
way into the crib because of a verse 
from the Bible found in the Book of 
Isaiah (1.3). There we read: 

The ox knows its owner,
   and the donkey its master’s crib;
but Israel does not know,
   my people do not understand.

The Church Fathers (a summary 
term for the theologians of the Early 
Church) made much of this passage 
as Pope Benedict XVI points out in 
The Blessings of Christmas. What-
ever you may think of the present 
Pope he is acknowledged to be a 
fine and industrious theologian by 
supporters as well as opponents. His 
Introduction to Christianity based 
on lectures delivered in 1969, when 
he was a professor of theology at 
the University of Munich, remains 
a classic modern exposition of the 
Christian faith.

The above quote from the Book of the 
Prophet Isaiah is worth meditating on 
during Advent as we prepare to cel-

ebrate Christmas. 
As Chris-
tians we 
k n o w 
who our 
“owner” is. 
I t  i s  none 
o ther  than 
G o d  h i m -
self who has 
made himself 
known to us 
in Jesus Christ by becoming one of 
us and sharing in the fullness of our 
humanity. He will know the joys, 
challenges and sufferings of human 
life. Thomas of Celano, St Francis of 
Assisi’s first biographer wrote that 
“he (Francis) said that this was the 
feast of feasts for on this day God 
became like a little child and sucked 
milk like all human children.”

Likewise we know who made us as 
in the master’s crib. It is none other 
than God himself working through his 
creation forever bringing forth new 
life across the millennia and through-
out the cosmos. As Christmas ap-
proaches there are many who do not 
understand and others who do not 
want to know. This will always be the 
case and should not unnecessarily 
trouble us. Isaiah’s word is surpris-
ingly not initially for them. It is now 
directed at us for we, through Christ, 
have become the New Israel, a living 
temple, through him who makes and 
is making all things new. There are 
two questions we hold before us dur-
ing Advent as we prepare to celebrate 
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Christmas. Do we as the New Israel 
know God and live accordingly? And 
do we understand, share and make 
known the good purposes of God for 
all his creation?  

This edition of Crossways fea-
tures two articles on St Francis and 
the Franciscans, so before finishing 
a quote from St Francis who the in-
troduced the Christmas crib into the 
Western Church. It was St Francis 
who directed that an ox and an ass 
should be present in the cave of Grec-
cio, Italy on Christmas night 1223. 
He told the nobleman John: “I wish 
in full reality to awaken the remem-
brance of the child as he was born 
in Bethlehem and of all the hardship 
he had to endure in his childhood. I 
wish to see with my bodily eyes what 

it meant to lie in a manger and sleep 
on hay, between an ox and an ass.”

United in Christ the New Israel with 
one voice will sing this Christmas 
the world over “ox and ass before 
him bow, and he is in the manger 
now” from the carol Good Christian 
men, rejoice and “Why lies the baby in 
such mean estate, where ox and ass 
are feeding” from the carol of What 
child is this. The ox and the ass in the 
crib affirm that God’s purposes are 
for the good of the whole creation 
and challenge us to faithful living in 
the knowledge that there is one who 
shares in all our sorrows and joys.

Prayer of the Month

Loving Father, Help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we 
may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the 
shepherds, and worship of the wise men. Close the door of 
hate and open the door of love all over the world. Let kindness 
come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. 
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and 
teach us to be merry with clear hearts. May the Christmas 
morning make us happy to be thy children, and Christmas 
evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving 
and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Robert Louis Stevenson

è
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Remembrance Sunday 2011 was 
marked at churches throughout 

the world on 13 November. At Christ 
Church, it was once again a dignified 
and solemn occasion. The church was 
full of new faces or those seen less 
frequently, and although it was a bit of 
a squeeze, the hymns resounded with 
greater volume. The choir performed 
two beautiful anthems, and the Last 
Post and Reveille were expertly played 
by a soldier from the Austrian army 
on the trumpet. Emanuel did us proud 
on the organ, Fred Gruber laid the 
wreath, as he has done for so many 
years and UK Ambassador Simon 
Smith read the lesson. 

The Chaplain’s sermon was thought-
provoking and for animal lovers like 
myself, took on a special significance. 
In addition to the large-scale loss of 
human life during the First World War, 
millions of animals died in service. 
In France, out of one million horses 
transported from England, only 

62,000 returned. Patrick reminded us 
that the Ten Commandments mention 
the entirety of God’s creation. The 
service concluded with the singing of 
the British national anthem, ending 
with the words:

Lord, make the nations see
That men should brothers be
And form one family
The wide wold o’er

Remembrance Day this year was spe-
cial since people throughout the Com-
monwealth held two minutes silence 
at precisely 11.11 on 11.11.11. I myself 
was at the physiotherapist’s and 
asked the elderly Austrian gentleman 
sitting with us in the waiting room if 
he would like to join us in a minute’s 
silence. He agreed, so that at precisely 
11.11, the Bulgarian physiotherapist, 
the elderly Austrian, John and I stood 
in silence as we remembered those 
who lost their lives on both sides of 
the trenches. 

Eleven Eleven, Eleven Eleven Eleven
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Gordana comes from Bos-
nia, but with a British hus-
band, speaks perfect Eng-
lish: “The Christ Church 
Bazaar is always our first 
taste of Christmas. We 
come every year and ab-
solutely love the atmos-
phere. We’ve just enjoyed a 
Ploughman’s lunch and are 
now headed for the books”, 
she tells me.

David is British and this is 
his first time at the Bazaar, 
although he shops regu-
larly for books at the Church 
Shop. At the age of 91, he 
can be excused if he found it 
somewhat overwhelming! He 
greatly enjoyed his vegetable 
platter and coffee as well, of 
course, as the books. 

Nine-year old Gabriel, 
who informs me he is part 
Spanish, part Dutch and 
part Brazilian, is here for 
the second time and is 
very at home in the inter-
national atmosphere. He 
finds everything going on in 
the main hall most exciting, 
particularly the tombola.

Rufino from the Philippines 
is here for the first time, 
and I caught him in the 
book hall. He tells me that 
he particularly enjoyed a 
plate of brownies and had 
bought some useful kitchen 
supplies. He assures me 
that he will definitely be 
back next year!

Ladislaus has been coming to 
the Bazaar, since the time it 
was held in the Schwarzspani-
erstraße, over 30 years ago. He 
particularly enjoys listening to 
the choir and, as an Austrian, 
really likes English Christmas 
carols. “It is a very nice com-
munity”, he observes.

Kasturi, from South Africa, 
loves everything about 
the Bazaar! “This is only 
my second time, but I’ll 
be coming back again 
for sure”, she tells me. 
She hasn’t been to Christ 
Church, but since she has a 
friend in the congregation, 
she promises to visit!

Christ Church Advent Bazaar, 19 November 2011



Salome from Switzerland is 
particularly elegantly and col-
ourfully dressed. Not surpris-
ingly it is the clothes store that 
attracts her to the Bazaar. She 
comes back year after year to 
find a bargain or two. We look 
forward to seeing her next year!

Helmut, from Vienna’s fifth 
district, has been coming 
to our Bazaar for the past 
four years. He finds the at-
mosphere very uplifting and 
particularly appreciates what 
he describes as the global 
cuisine and the global selec-
tion of items on sale. 

Iphigenia is Viennese 
and in the first class of 
the Gymnasium. She was 
particularly taken with 
the toy store and bought 
a wooden mouse for her 
collection of wooden ani-
mals. She is also enjoying 
the music in the main hall. 

Kaseza from Tanzania had 
only just arrived when I 
approached him. “We’re 
making our way straight 
to the food stall, where we 
hope to find some South 
African samosas. Then 
we’ll take a look at the 
books. It’s a great experi-
ence”, he tells me.

I caught Ernst at the pub 
where he had been en-

joying a glass of cider, while 
looking after his grandson.  
Ernst is Viennese and tells 
me that he especially likes 
the Asian food stall, the 
children’s book stall and 
the stall selling DVDs and 
CDs. He also appreciates 
the friendly atmoshere.

Christ Church Advent Bazaar, 19 November 2011

Marlene, from the UK, 
usually spends her winters 
in New Zealand, but was 
happy to be at the Bazaar 
this year. “I love every bit 
of it”, she tells me, “par-
ticularly the joyful, friendly 
atmosphere and the wide 
variety of stalls

è



Chris from the United 
States says that, for him, 
at least, it is a bit early in 
the day to be sampling malt 
whisky, but he has very 
much enjoyed the  bakery 
stall. What he most likes 
about the Bazaar is that 
there is a little of every-
thing. 

Josef from Lower Austria is 
obviously a lover of things 
Scottish. In addition to 
watching with great inter-
est the Scottish dancing, 
he appreciated the oppor-
tunity to taste fine Scottish 
exports (and mentioned in 
particular the Glenfiddich). 
He also enjoyed the carols, 
and wants me to know how 
friendly he found everyone 
at the Bazaar.

Craig and Lilian from Scot-
land do not have Chris’ 
reservations about the malt 
whisky tasting; along with 
the children’s book stall, 
it has been one of the 
highlights of the Bazaar 
for them so far. No marks 
for guessing who liked the 
whisky and who the books!

Marinie from Kenya is one 
of the VIS pupils assigned 
to help with the Bazaar, 
and what a help they have 
been! It is her first time, 
and she has been asked to 
clean the tables in the din-
ing area. She finds every-
one extremely friendly and 
enjoys the atmosphere. 

San ta  d i dn ’ t 
have a chance to 
say very much, 
except for “Ho, 
Ho, Ho”, and 
“Have you been a 
good boy/girl?”. 
He  had  g i f ts 
appropriate for 
small children 
of different ages, 
and even the 
tiniest and most 
t im id  among 
t h e m  w e r e 

happy to accept their presents and pose for a photo. 
Although there are many people who contribute towards 
the success of the Bazaar—first and foremost of course 
Sheila Hargreaves, the Bazaar Coordinator—my own 
personal thanks go to Graham Ratcliffe, aka Santa Claus,  
without whose unstinting efforts and generosity the Photo 
Corner and indeed the entire event would be a lot less 
attractive to our youngest visitors and their parents.  Judy
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At the traditional Christmas Sing-
along, to be held this year on 11 

December at Christ Church, partici-
pants are asked to make a donation 
to a charity. This year’s  charity sup-
ports homeless people in Romania. 
Ian Tilling, the Presendent of Casa 
Ioana tells us something about it.

Casa Ioana is a charity for the home-
less working in Bucharest and sup-
porting homeless families and single 
women in their journey back inside 
from social exclusion by opening the 
door to safe temporary housing and 
a wide range of psychosocial support 
services. We provide comprehensive 
support that aids our beneficiaries’ 
transition into independent stable 
accommodation, work and the 
community around them, equip-
ping them with the skills to prevent 
their return to the streets. Central to 
this process is the belief that ben-
eficiaries should be empowered to 
make their own choices whilst their 
independence is supported. Here is 
what our beneficiaries say about us:

Bogdan: “When I moved in I felt like 
I was blessed with a chance I had 
never expected. I was so glad that 
my situation was resolved. It’s dif-
ficult to work and live in the streets. 
You miss a lot of things like a good 
rest, cooked food. I’m very proud 
of the way some people behave in 
Casa Ioana. They treat me and my 
wife really well. We’ve made some 
friends here. We are just simple peo-
ple who want to move on with their 

lives but I’m more optimistic about 
the future. I’ll work and save money. 
I’m determined to do so.”

Marie: “We felt really good when we 
moved in. We were looking forward 
to getting some sleep in a proper bed 
after one month of sleeping huddled 
together in staircases. We have a 
place to stay. The first night spent 
here was really long. We slept a lot 
and well that night. Our bones did 
not hurt anymore.”
 
Cristina: “I always say that if today is 
worse, tomorrow will be better. I’m 
optimistic. Moving into Casa Ioana 
has made a positive difference in 
my life. My children avoid lots of 
scandals. They’ve seen and heard 
too much.”
 
In the past 15 years of helping some 
of the most vulnerable people in 
society, Casa Ioana has grown with 
our beneficiaries, adapt-
ing to their needs and 
becoming the leading 
provider of services 
for homeless fami-
lies in Bucharest. 
As the need for 
homeless ser-
vices becomes 
more pressing, 
we plan to con-
tinue our work and 
to grow further to 
meet the needs of 
people on the 
fringes of society.

Singing for the Homeless
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Fifteen years ago Brother Angelo 
of the (Anglican) Society of St. 

Francis admitted Nikki Hertford 
and I as Companions—friends, 
as it were—to be associated with 
that order. A year later in, August 
1997, Nikki and I visited Assisi with 
a group with whom we had been 
learning about Franciscan spiritu-
ality.

All this seems a very long time ago 
now so I was glad to be able to visit 
Assisi recently with a group of pil-
grims led by Frau Dr. Ingrid Vogel, 
pastor of the Lutheran Church in 
Hetzendorf. There were 21 of us in 
all, ranging in age from ten year-old 
Anna to Herr Doktor, a sprightly and 
well-read 80 year-old! Most of the 
people in the group knew each other 
from previous trips with Ingrid, but 
I was quickly made to feel welcome. 
We gathered at the Lutheran Church 
in Neunkirchen close to Wiener 
Neustadt, where Ingrid asked God’s 
blessing on our journey. 

We met up again in the late after-
noon on the Brenta, a canal that 

Assisi Revisited

joins Venice and Padua. On the 
banks of this canal, between the 
years 1500 and 1700, over 4,000 
villas were built by rich families from 
Venice where there was too little 
building land at their disposal. We 
gazed at the Villa Pisani from the 
outside and admired its magnificent 
garden! After spending the night in 
Dolo, we continued to the Lake of 
Trasimeno, where we stopped at 
Castiglione, the old fortress on the 
hill above the lake. As the sun was 
setting, we reached Assisi and found 
our hotel, a former convent, in the 
Via degli Ancajani. 

Brother Thomas Anthony, our An-
glican Franciscan who has been 
living in Assisi for several years, 
came and spoke to us. He pointed 
out that there is a great deal more to 
St. Francis than his love of animals. 
Francis tried to go on a crusade 
and landed up in Egypt, where he 
met the Sultan. No, the sultan did 
not become a Christian, but Francis 
was involved in what we now call 
“inter-religious dialogue” and did 
his best to encourage peace between 
Christians and those of other faiths.

Our first morning in Assisi was 
warm and sunny, so we headed off 
to visit caves where St. Francis and 
his brothers used to pray. I joined 
the hiking group and up into the hills 
we went, birds singing, sunbeams 
dancing and I paying great atten-
tion to the path under my feet. They 
said it was seven kilometres each 
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way but up, was very up and on 
the way back, down was even more 
extremely down!  Luckily, I had walk-
ing sticks with me!  Up top we sang 
Laudato Si, a German/Italian song 
of praise, and listened to the story 
of St. Francis preaching to the birds.

The next day we visited San Da-
miano, where Francis heard Jesus 
speak to him, telling him to go and 
repair the church. St. Clare lived here 
for many years with the sisters who 
formed her community. It is amaz-
ingly small and must have been very 
cramped. The atmosphere of holi-
ness and peace still prevails.

Late that afternoon we had a guided 
tour of the church of San Francesco. 
We were technically rigged up with 
receivers, while the Franciscan 
brother leading us, had a micro-
phone, so we had our own private 
guided tours. Father Thomas is 
an art historian and explained the 
background of the many paintings. 
The fresco of St. Francis preach-
ing to the birds is more than just a 
pretty legend; the artist is showing 
us Francis using his feet and going 
to preach the gospel to all of God’s 
creation. The birds had been clam-
ouring for Francis’ attention, so he 
asked them to be still and wait their 
turn. When he did preach to them, 
he encouraged them to thank God 
for their beautiful raiment and to 
continue to sing God’s praises. The 
enormous fortress-like church of San 
Francesco (see photo left), built less 

than two years after Francis’ death, 
reflects the importance of Saint Fran-
cis for his contemporaries. Although 
England was a long way away from 
Italy, there were already Franciscans 
in Britain at this time.

The following day, our group split 
up. About half went to Perugia, a 
beautiful medieval town not far 
away. I stayed in Assisi and enjoyed 
walking about by myself at my own 
(slow) speed. Nothing is very far 
away in Assisi, but it may well be 
“up” or “down”! In the crypt of St. 
Clare’s Church, I discovered they still 
have needlework, which she did her-
self, so she did not pray all the time!

On our journey home, we stopped 
in the Republic of San Marino. This 
was founded by a Christian stone 
mason, originally from the Island 
of Rab in Croatia, who had been 
working near Ravenna. When the 
Roman Emperor Diocletian clamped 
down on Christians, Marino fled into 
the mountains and founded what 

continued on p15 è

Revd. Aileen Hackl, Brother Thomas Anthony, Dr. Ingrid Vogel
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The Anglican Communion

On Tuesday, 25 October, a group 
of us from Christ Church joined 

together with many representatives 
of the Old Catholic Church to cel-
ebrate the 80th anniversary of the 
agreement binding our two wider 
church bodies together. 

The event began with an Evensong 
service led by Patrick, Jady and 
Aileen in the modern chapel of the 
Kardinal-Koenig-Haus. Jan Jenson 
and Matt Earwicker read the Scrip-
ture readings, Aileen led us in the 
prayers, Jady sang the Evensong lit-
urgy, and Patrick delivered a moving 
sermon—the single element of the 
service done in German—evoking 
Anglicanism and Cranmer in the 
appreciation of growing the Gospel 
side-by-side with the Old Catholics.  
Our very own Christ Church choir at-
tended, as well, enabling us to share 
the beauty of the Anglican Evensong 
service in its fullness with those in 
attendance, including the Bishop of 

the Old Catholic Church in Austria, 
Bishop John Okoro.

Following the service we gathered in 
the conference centre next door for 
a presentation by the German Old 
Catholic theologian and priest Prof. 
Angela Berlis on the theme “80 Years 
of Full Communion Between the Old 
Catholic Church and the Anglican 
Church.’’

Professor Berlis presented a history 
of the development of the relation-
ship between our two Churches, the 
specifics of which I had not known 
much about before this event and 
was happy to learn! The Old Catho-
lic Dioceses originally developed in 
response to the dogmas pronounced 
in 1871 at the First Vatican Council 
of papal infallibility and supreme 
jurisdiction, when a group of Roman 
Catholics in Austria, Germany and 
Switzerland who could not accept 
these pronouncements protested 
against them. As a result of their 
protest and subsequent excommuni-
cation, these Roman Catholics joined 
together to continue worshipping as 
Catholic Christians.

The signing of the Bonn Agreement 
on 2 July 1931 established intercom-
munion (now called “full commun-
ion’’) between the Church of Eng-
land and the Old Catholic Church, 
and this full communion was later 
extended by synodal agreements 
to include all of the churches that 
are members of the Anglican Com-by
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munion. This agreement clarifies the 
relationship between the churches 
in this way: 
(1) Each Communion recognizes the 
catholicity and independence of the 
other and maintains its own. 
(2) Each Communion agrees to admit 
members of the other Communion to 
participate in the Sacraments. 
(3) Intercommunion [in 1958 
changed to Full Communion] does 
not require from either communion 
the acceptance of all doctrinal opin-
ion, sacramental devotion, or litur-
gical practice characteristic of the 
other, but implies that each believes 
the other to hold all the essentials of 
the Christian Faith.”

is now the Republic of San Marino. 
When we arrived there, everything 
was clothed mysteriously in a sheet 
of fog, but the next morning the 
sun came out and we had the most 
wonderful view from the top of the 
fortress. Not surprisingly, Ingrid led 
us praying Psalm 121:  “I will lift 
up mine eyes unto the hills: from 
whence cometh my help. My help 
cometh even from the Lord!”

Our last evening together was in 
Venice. From our hotel in Mestre, 
we took a bus that brought us to 
the vaporetto and so to St. Mark’s 
Square. Here we wound our way 
on foot through tiny streets and 
squares, via the Rialto Bridge, to a 

ristorante, where the food and wine 
were unbelievably delicious!  

All in all, it was a delightful time of 
blessing!  The sights we saw were 
sandwiched in between Morning 
Prayer, including Martin Luther’s 
morning blessing and sung Com-
pline, with Luther’s evening bless-
ing. On October 31 we had a special 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper, 
reminding us of the Reformation, in 
a chapel somewhere in the depths of 
the great Church of San Francesco!  A 
very generous example of Franciscan 
hospitality!
 
Pace e bene!  Peace and blessing—it 
certainly was!  

continued from p13è

The evening concluded with a lovely 
reception following Professor Berlis’ 
presentation. We all celebrated the 
occasion together, enjoying the 
food and drink and the chance for 
Anglicans and Old Catholics in at-
tendance to share in the joy of our 
“full communion.’’

T
he V

en. Patrick C
urran and guests
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Anglican Franciscans, you may be 
wondering? Yes, there are Fran-

ciscans in the Anglican Communion. 
During the English Reformation, all 
religious orders, including Francis-
cans, were banished from Britain. 
But in the mid 19th century, religious 
Franciscan life started again with 
a first sisterhood founded in the 
Church of England in response to 
the social needs of the time. Within 
the first half of the 20th century, the 
Society of Saint Francis came into 
being. The Third Order was formed 
in the Anglican Communion around 
1936. The vision was to establish 
three orders, as in the medieval 
church. 

On 1 October 2011, it was again time 
for my third meeting with a small An-
glican Franciscan group in Brussels. 
The meeting took place at Maison 
Notre-Dame du Chant d’Oiseau in 
a suburb of Brussels, a Franciscan 
training centre where mostly Roman 
Catholic Franciscans meet before 
they leave their countries for mis-
sions in different parts of the world. 
The atmosphere at le Chant d’Oiseau 

is always warm and hospitable and 
the small Anglican Franciscan group 
was as usual made to feel more than 
welcome. The last two times I was 
there, the brothers invited our small 
group to have lunch with them and 
I remember being told unbelievably 
interesting stories of Franciscan life 
from all over the world. 

Our meeting started with the Fran-
ciscan Daily Office and the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist. This meeting 
was very special for me because, 
along with two other participants, 

Anglican Franciscans
by
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it was the next step into the Third 
Order of the Society of Saint Francis.

The Third Order has its roots in the 
13th century, when Francis rec-
ognized that there were men and 
women called to a life to bear wit-
ness to the Gospel in their homes 
and in the occupations of their 
daily life.  The Principles of the Third 
Order say “The Third Order of the 
Society consists of those who, while 
following the ordinary professions of 
life, feel called to dedicate their lives 
under a definite discipline and vows. 
They may be female or male, married 
or single, ordained or lay.”

By now you might well be wonder-
ing what is so fascinating about St 
Francis and what the Franciscan life 
is all about. Well, I asked myself the 
same questions. 

My first encounter with St. Francis 
was in a small book entitled Unser 
Bruder Franz (Our brother Francis). 
It was a gift to me from my aunt 
at my first Holy Communion. It 
recounted the story of Francis’ life, 
along with a number of short tales. 
I was overwhelmed at the simplic-
ity and beauty of the stories and 
the expression of heartfelt  love of 
this Francis who wanted to be the 
brother of everybody. And I was also 
impressed by his radical conversion  
and the clear answer Francis found 
in his vocation. The idea that one 
should try to be a brother to those 
around us is a great inspiration in 

the coaching and counseling that are 
part of my job.

A colleague of mine, who is not 
particularly religious, is neverthe-
less fascinated by the love Francis 
showed for the whole of creation. 
Her favourite movie is well known 
Brother sun and sister moon. That’s 
the interesting thing about Saint 
Francis: that he has something to say 
to all sorts of people. One important 
point about Franciscan and of course 
every religious life is “community”. 
That was one of the main items of 
discussion during the meeting in 
Brussels. We were, after all, a small 
Franciscan group of six individuals, 
living in three different countries in 
Europe, at quite some distance from 
one another. One of the outcomes of 
our meeting was a decision to hold 
another meeting, this time in Febru-
ary in Vienna. 

In the afternoon, one of the Roman 
Catholic brothers was invited to talk 
about his experiences with Francis-
can life. He spoke especially about 
his time in Africa. That’s another 
fascinating thing: many of the Fran-
ciscans are unbelievably mobile. In 
the early evening the meeting closed 
with a prayer and I am really look-
ing forward to February. The idea is 
also to have an informal dinner on 4 
February 2012 together with people 
who are interested in the Franciscan 
life. Anyone who would like further 
information may contact me at frank.
sauer@gmx.at. 
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A. This year’s Kids’ Church nativity play is called Away With the Manger! Re-
hearsals have already commenced, but we hope that many families will join us 
on Sunday 18 December at 10.00 for what promises to be a joyful celebration 
of the magic of Christmas.

B. In the evening we will reassemble for the traditional service of Nine Lessons 
and Carols at which our church choir leads the singing and delight those who 
want to contemplate the mystery of God’s coming into the world as a human 
being before the busyness of preparing for the celebration of Christmas itself. 
Be advised that the service is not suitable for young children.

C. The usual service of Holy Communion according to the Book of Common 
Prayer will be celebrated at 08.00.

A group of over thirty adults from Christ Church will wing their way to the Holy 
Land for a one week pilgrimage in February (5-12 February). There will be final 
briefing on Tuesday, 24 January at 19.00. The March issue of Crossways will 
largely consist of a “Pilgrimage Diary”, since both the Chaplain and the Editor 
will be on the pilgrimage.

The next Week of Prayer for Christian Unity takes place from 18 to 25 January 
2012. The national ecumenical service will be held on Friday, 20 January at the 
Reformierete Stadtkirche, Dorotheergasse 16, in Vienna’s first district, at 18.00. 
The week is preceded by a service to remind Christians of their Jewish roots, 
entitled the Day of Judaism (Tage des Judentums). The service will be held at 
the Protestant Church, Lindengasse 44a, 7th district, again at 18.00.

Royal Maundy 2011 – a celebration.
So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. (John 13.14)

On Maundy Thursday 2011, Hyacinth Österlin, a long standing member of the 
Diocese in Europe, first resident in Gothenburg and since 1997 resident in Vi-
enna, was given Royal Maundy money by her Majesty the Queen in a service 
held at Westminster Abbey. There is a recording of the 2011 service on DVD 
which you are invited to watch as part of Soundings on Tuesday 31 January at 
19.00. The Royal Maundy service is a beautiful service with wonderful anthems 
emphasising our Lord’s example of foot-washing and service. 
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Bishop Geoffrey is coming to Christ Church, Vienna for the weekend of 12/13 
May. If there are any candidates for confirmation they should let the chaplain 
know and also register with the office by the end of January. Confirmation classes 
will begin in the middle of February.

Please note that there will be a said Eucharist with carols on 31 December at 
16.30. The preacher is Christoph Wutscher who is in training for the ordained 
ministry of the Church of England. On Sunday, 1 January there will be only ONE 
Sunday service at 10.00, a Sung Eucharist with carols.

Once again we will be holding a Christingle service for the youngest member 
of our church family on 3 December at 16.00. Christingle means ‘Christ-Light’ 
reminding us that Jesus’ coming at Christmas is like a light coming into darkness. 
The first Christingle service was held in central Europe around 1747. The service 
encouraged children to keep a candle burning in the window of their home so 
that people who passed by would see the light of Christ. All those with young 
children and the young at heart are welcome to this service. If you can help with 
the preparations please contact Erica Schenk (0664/73879802).

The adult bible study will continue to meet at 9.00 on Sundays in the crypt 
during Advent to look at “Four Weeks of Four Things of Advent.” Led by Jady, 
we will take this time to study the ways in which people have approached Ad-
ventzeit throughout history in the hopes of preparing ourselves for  Christmas.  
Beginning the first week of Advent (Nov. 27th), the schedule will be: Week 1: 
Introduction to Advent and the Four Weeks; Week 2: The Four Candles; Week 3: 
The Four Last Things; Week 4: The Four Great Hopes. We hope to see you here!

Merry Christmas to all Readers ... and 
hope you can find time to look at our 
new website!
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MARY-JANE, 17 December: “How odd”, my husband of thirty-four years 
mutters as he sorts through a stack of forms on his desk. I am obliged 

to look up from the pile of half-marked exercise books in front of me. “What’s 
odd, sweetie?” I try to sound interested, although my mind is focused on Form 
Four’s valiant efforts to make sense of the War of the Roses. “Gillian Martin 
has volunteered to organize Christmas lunch at the homeless shelter”, Stephen 
replies. At this seemingly innocent remark, I lay down my red marker pretty 
smartly. “But what about her own family?” I ask. Gillian is one of the busiest 
people I know. Her elderly parents recently moved in, two of her four sons still 
live at home, she works full time at the nursery, not to mention every Christ-
mas she invites friends and neighbours to a Christmas morning Open House. 
She cooks a full Christmas lunch for 14 people and Peter, bless him, is no big 
help in the kitchen. “How will she manage?”, I continue. Stephen frowns. Each 
Christmas, he organizes a team of volunteers from among the parishioners of 
St. Jude’s to help in three venues: the homeless shelter, the hospice and the 
children’s ward of the local hospital. The people he earmarks for these activi-
ties are generally those who would otherwise be spending Christmas alone, 
and to be honest, I don’t know who benefits the most: the recipients or the 
providers of Christmas cheer. Gillian Martin most certainly does not fit into 
the category of the lonely. Still, she has stated her wish in black and white, 
and Stephen is obviously not about to question her choice.

GILLIAN, 15 December: I started baking at 6 o’clock this morning and five 
hours later, took my final batch of mince pies out of the oven, before getting 
ready to drive down to the market to select a Christmas tree. The boys were still 
asleep when I left and Peter, whose office is closed for two weeks, was locked 
in his study, ostensibly catching up on paper work, although I suspect he was 
engrossed in the motor magazine that arrived in the post this morning. It’s 
now nearly midnight and I’m looking at the list I wrote this morning of things 
to do. I can cross off the tree that I was able to negotiate with minimal damage 
to the upholstery into the back of my car. I’ve written over 58 Christmas cards, 
posted presents to overseas nephews and nieces, taken my mother to buy a sofa 
for the new flat, ordered the turkey, iced the Christmas cake, prepared supper 
for Elsie, my bedridden neighbour (her home-help left early to go shopping). 
I’ve made a start on mounting the Christmas decorations in the front garden 
and I managed to locate the crib figures in the attic. That takes me about one 
quarter down my “to do” list, but by the time I’ve added all the extra tasks I 
thought of, it is no shorter now than it was this morning. Picking up the list, 
I realise that I wrote it on the back of a flyer distributed by Revd. Stephen last 
Sunday: “If anyone can spare the time this Christmas to help prepare lunch 
at the homeless shelter, sit with patients at the hospice or play with children 
in hospital, please contact the vicar as soon as possible”. Mmm ...

Peace on Earth  . . .     . . .  Goodwill to All Men
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JONATHAN, 16 December: Mum has gone mad. She announced at break-
fast—well, ok, brunch since Phil and I were sleeping in late—that she would be 
spending Christmas Day at the homeless shelter, one of the charities supported 
by Stephen Wagner and Co. Apparently, he had asked for volunteers and Mum 
decided it had to be her. What about us? Who on earth is supposed to cook 
the turkey if she’s swanning it at the shelter? So much for family traditions! 
My brothers and their partners always spend Christmas with us, as do Uncle 
James and Aunty Anne. What are we supposed to tell them? How selfish can 
you get! It’s not as if we don’t offer to help. Dad and Uncle James like to sleep 
off their lunch in front of the TV, but after all, they’re working men and who 
can blame them? The rest of us traditionally play party games after lunch, 
and it’s always a great laugh. Grandpa and Grandma enjoy it when we all  
sing carols, and that’s the least we can do to make them happy. Everyone is 
very relaxed, except for Mum who always seems to get her knickers in a twist 
about the clearing up. Why doesn’t she see that it can wait until later when 
she has less to do, and anyway, since the nursery is closed over Christmas, 
she has plenty of time. And what about our Christmas open house? All our 
neighbours come and we have a great time. It’s not really Mum’s thing, I know, 
so she generally disappears into the kitchen to get lunch ready.

PACKMAN, 25 December: I’ve lived on the streets for nearly 15 years now, 
but next year, they’ve promised me a small bedsit in a new hostel, where I will 
be responsible for sweeping the stairs and keeping the common areas clean. 
I can’t remember when I last had a proper Christmas, but it must have been 
back north when I was a lad and even then it was never that great. This year,  
it’s been different and I’ll treasure the memory for ever. About 45 of us met at 
the shelter this morning, and we were joined by this fantastic family—three 
generations, there were—who brought all the traditional Christmas nosh you 
read about. No booze is permitted in the shelter, but we all enjoyed a glass of 
kids’ cider and pretended it was the real thing. Some of the older blokes were 
crying ... and I admit I was close to tears myself, although in my case they 
were tears of happiness that we hadn’t been forgotten. The mum—Gillian was 
her name—is a super cook and we had a turkey with all the trimmings and 
Christmas pudding and crackers. After lunch we played charades and other 
games. Gillian’s husband, Peter, brought along his guitar and we sang carols 
round the tree. Fred and Nancy, Gillian’s parents, promised to visit me in the 
new hostel. The kids made us laugh although I couldn’t understand half of 
what they were on about. I’m not a church-goer and all that, never have been, 
but when Revd. Stephen and his missus dropped in after lunch, I realised that 
those prayers really do mean something. I never thought I’d hear myself say 
it, given that life so far has dealt me a pretty rough hand, but I actually meant 
it when I joined in with Peace on Earth and Goodwill to all Men.

Peace on Earth  . . .     . . .  Goodwill to All Men
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A travel book? An archaeologi-
cal exploration? A history of 

Christianity and Islam in the Middle 
East? This book is a mixture of all 
three, though don’t imagine that the 
archeological parts are all about bits 
of stone and columns lying around. 
He can make even broken stones 
interesting! In the 1990s, William 
Dalrymple came across a copy of 
The Spiritual Meadow, written in the 
late sixth century by a monk from 
a monastery near Bethlehem. The 
monk, John Moschos and his com-
panion, Sophronius the Sophist, set 
out from Bethlehem in 578 AD to 
explore the Eastern Byzantine world. 

William Dalrymple didn’t follow 
their entire journey but used it as a 
base for a journey of his own, start-
ing from Mount Athos where he was 
able to see the original manuscript 
of The Spiritual Meadow. John and 
Sophronius travelled through what 
is now the Sinai and Egypt but at 
a time when travel was extremely 
dangerous: Byzantinium was be-
ing attacked by Avars, Slavs, Goths 
and Lombards from the west and by 
desert nomads and the legions of 
Sasanian Persia from the east. They 
eventually reached Alexandria but 
were not safe there either and man-
aged to get on the last galley out as 
the Persians attacked. They reached 
Constantinople, where John was able 
to finish his book and where he died.

William Dalrymple went from Mount 
Athos through Istanbul and through 

From the Holy Mountain
Eastern Turkey and Armenia, then 
down into Syria and on to Lebanon.  
On the way, he stayed in various 
monasteries, explored Byzantine 
ruins (and any other ruins he could 
find) and observed the religions of 
the area. He witnessed Christianity 
and Islam living side by side. In one 
monastery, where he attended the 
evening service, he was amazed that 
so many Muslims were in church 
too. The Abbot, pacing round the 
church, swinging his thurible, has 
to step over Muslims praying in the 
direction of Mecca as he goes! Dal-
rymple shows how the two religions 
co-existed for centuries but how 
presently Christians are leaving the 
whole of the Middle East. Maybe the 
Jews were there first but had to leave, 
then the Christians were there and 
then the Muslims. Now the Jews have 
returned, the Christians are leaving 
but maybe, in centuries to come, 
they will return and the Muslims 
will take their turn. He makes a sad 
case for the Christians left in each 
country, diminishing in number with 
largely the elderly being left.

From Lebanon he travels to the West 
Bank, Jerusalem, Nazareth, Beth-
lehem and on into Egypt. He talks 
to people all the way, not just the 
monks and nuns where he stays (and 
he stays in hotels too) but people on 
the street, taxi drivers, anyone with 
whom he can make contact. For 
those going on the Christ Church 
pilgrimage in a couple of months, I 
wouldn’t recommend taking this as by
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a guide book. He doesn’t 
visit any of the traditional 
pilgrimage sites but he does 
spend time in the West Bank 
talking to Palestinians and to 
settlers in the Jewish Settle-
ments there. If you read the 
book before you go, you may 
find a certain antagonism to 
your host country so rather 
read it when you get back!

He ends his journey in Alexan-
dria, a journey that you’re sad 
to end as well. And a final quote 
from him: 

“Christianity is an Eastern religion, 
which grew firmly rooted in the intel-
lectual ferment of the Middle East. 
John Moschos saw that plant begin 
to wither in the hot winds of change 
that scoured the Levant of his day. 
On my journey in his footsteps, I 
have seen the very last stalks in the 
process of being uprooted. It has 

been a continuous process, lasting 
nearly one and a half millennia. 
Moschos saw its beginnings, I have 
seen the beginning of its end.”

His conclusion, at the end of an 
excellent read, invites the reader to 
ponder the state of Christianity and 
the church in Europe today. 

View of Jerusalem
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Dialogue in the Dark

Opportunities to step into some-
one else’s shoes and see—or in 

this case, not see—the world through 
their eyes are few and far between. 
An exhibition I visited a few years 
ago provided me with one of those 
rare occasions. Precisely because the 
experience was not visual, it is etched 
in my memory with a clarity that 
brings home just how acute one’s 
other four senses are when one is 
deprived of the sense of sight. 

The exhibition Dialogue in the Dark 
(Dialog im Dunkeln) became a per-
manent feature in Vienna in 2009 
after its initial introduction as a 
temporary exhibition, first in 1993, 
then again in 1995, 2002 and from 
2006 to 2008 in the Stadthalle. It is 
now housed in the Schottenstift in 
Vienna’s first district.

We were a small, English-speaking 
group, organized by David Hope. My 
husband was at first reluctant to join, 
fearing as many do, that he might 
feel claustrophobic. In the event, 
he appreciated the opportunity to 

experience life as a sightless person, 
albeit for a brief moment. Our guide 
was Cristina, a young Romanian 
lady who spoke perfect English (and 
doubtless other languages) and 
who worked in her “day” job as an 
interpreter. She explained to us that 
she had lost her sight at the age of 
7, waking up one morning with a 
dark spot in front her eye that, by 
evening, obscured her entire vision. 
She learned only later that she had 
suffered from a detached retina in 
both eyes. 

The guides receive several days of 
training in the course of which they 
are able to familiarise themselves 
thoroughly with the route. Cristina 
led us confidently along “streets”, 
where we heard the noise of traffic, 
across a pedestrian crossing, over a 
bridge, along a leafy path, stopping 
to sit on benches along the way. We 
went shopping in what seemed to 
be a grocer’s store (I felt a sack of 
potatoes). All this was in absolute 
darkness—not the darkness of 
our bedrooms at night, but a total 
absence of light such as a sighted 
person will rarely experience. We 
learned how to orient ourselves us-
ing our other senses: touch, hear-
ing, smell, and we also developed a 
sense of solidarity and closeness to 
other members of the group, as we 
followed each other’s footsteps. We 
were told that if anyone felt anxious 
or wanted to leave, then the guide 
would direct him or her to an emer-
gency exit, but in the event no one by
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Feeling is believing

in our group opted for this. Even my 
sceptical husband was able to relax 
and value the experience. 

We ended up in a café where we 
ordered drinks, again in the absence 
of any light. We had been asked 
to keep one and two Euro coins 
handy. When I ordered my Apfelsaft 
gespritz I wondered how the waiter 
would be able to find me, let alone 
take my coin. In the event, when he 
returned to the table and asked who 
had ordered the apple-juice, I spoke 
up and was told to extend my arm. 
He placed the glass directly into my 
hand! Apparently, the guides and 
the staff serving in the café rotate, 
so that they all get a turn. They are 
all blind or visually impaired. 

It was an unusual, but not unpleas-
ant, experience, chatting to friends in 
the dark. Disembodied voices carry 
more weight, since we pay greater 
attention to their words than if we 
could see the speaker physically. 
It reminded me a little of the deep 
conversations we had in the school 
dormitory after lights-out, when 
talking was strictly prohibited and 
punishable by immediate removal 
to the cold stairs where one had to 
learn one’s 23 times table or some-
thing equally useful.

We were all interested to hear Cris-
tina speak about her work as an in-
terpreter, that takes her to many dif-
ferent countries. She said that when 
she had to go from her hotel to the 

conference centre in a new city, she 
had no hesitation to ask passers-by 
for help the first day. Once she had 
made the journey with directions, 
she was all set to go on her own! 
I asked her if she had a guide dog. 
“A dog!”, she replied. “I’m far too 
young. “At 23 the last thing I want to 
do is get up early in the morning and 
take a dog for a walk! A dog would 
only cramp my lifestyle!”. 

At the conclusion of the tour, we 
ended up in a lighted bar area, 
where several of the off-duty guides 
and staff were relaxing over a drink. 
Cristina came bounding down the 
stairs, just like any young adult, to 
join them.

Since my visit, the exhibition in-
cludes a number of new features. I 
will certainly sign up for the “Dinner 
in the Dark”, which will be a new 
experience, provided I can be sure 
of a vegetarian alternative. Guests 
are promised “a taste experience 
that is a feast for everything but 
the eyes”. The evening starts off 
with a 40-minute tour through the 
parcours, before taking an aperitif. 
Guests are then led to their table by 
their guide.

The one-hour tours are available in 
English on request: Tuesday to Fri-
day, from 9.00 to 18.00, Saturdays 
from 10.00 to 17.00 and on Sundays 
and holidays from 13.00 to 19.00. 
For more information, take a look at 
the website: www.inthedark.at. 
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There are few opportunities for 
the Anglican Chaplaincy of 

Zagreb to make its presence known 
more widely in the city, so 

the 400th anniversary of 
the King James Version 
was an opportunity not 
to be missed. The idea 

was conceived in May this 
year, and after some pre-

liminary soundings, a 
constructive work-
ing relationship 
was set up with the 

Croatian Bible Society 
and the Zagreb University Faculty of 
Teacher Education.

The result was an evening of lectures 
held on 10 November in a lecture 
room kindly provided by the Faculty 
of Teacher Education. The event 
was advertised at several levels and, 
as a result, the audience included 
ambassadors, heads of university 
departments, students of English 
and theology, biblical scholars, rep-
resentatives of churches and many 
other interested individuals. Revd. 
Dr. Richard Major (resident priest 
in Ljubljana and regular visitor to 
the Anglican Chaplaincy in Zagreb) 
provided a fascinating insight into 
the historical background which en-
gendered the KJV (see facing page).
In my own lecture, I showed how the 
KJV has thoroughly permeated the 
English language and literary herit-
age, through its simplicity, intro-
duction of new words, faithfulness 
to Hebrew and Greek metaphors, 

and its inherently aphoristic (i.e. 
memorable) nature. It has also rever-
berated through English literature, 
from Milton to TS Eliot, as a source, 
a model, a point of reference and 
a manual of style. Today, it is still 
used in a more jocular sense to fuel 
the British obsession with puns and 
wordplay, particularly in the media, 
advertising and politics.

Dr. Jutta Henner (Director of the Aus-
trian Bible Society) provided insights 
into the principles of Bible transla-
tion used by the King James com-
panies of scholars, and compared 
them with the rigorous demands of 
the United Bible Societies today. The 
King James Bible can truly be called 
a milestone in terms of Bible transla-
tion, relying as it did on recourse to 
the original Bible languages, team 
work, ecumenism, and partnership 
with the Church. The student choir 
of the Faculty of Teacher Education 
enthusiastically took on the task 
of rehearsing and performing two 
anthems (Thomas Tallis’ If ye love 
me and Henry Purcell’s Lord, not to 
us). Their contribution provided an 
appropriate break from the lectures 
and enhanced the whole evening.

KJV Celebration in Zagreb
by
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Jutta Henner, Janet Berković and Richard Major
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Afterwards, we continued to discuss 
and exchange impressions over 
splendid refreshments provided by 
our media sponsor, Večernji list, the 
leading Croatian daily newspaper. In 
the ensuing days, we received many 
phone calls and emails congratulat-
ing us and thanking us for these 
lectures, which have left an indelible 
impression on their audience.

The Anglican Chaplaincy of Zagreb 
numbers only a few regular members 
(a thousandth part of the entire Dio-
cese of Europe!). We hope that this 
event will promote our existence, 
along with the Croatian Bible Society 
and lead to future co-operation and 
expansion. A summary of all three 
lectures can be read, along with 
Richard’s splendid illustrations, on 
our website, www.anglican.hr.

Extract from the summary of the 
lecture of Dr. Major:

In the spring of 1603, a curious lit-
tle Scot travelled south to England. 
He had just become King James VI 
of Scotland, James I of England. 
James was bookish and even intel-
lectual without being intelligent: he 
was nicknamed “the wisest fool in 
Christendom.” He was a pedant, a 
bigot and a bore. His court was a 
morass of intrigue, corruption and 
depravity. He abused the English 
constitution, and bequeathed a civil 
war to his saintly son and successor. 
Moreover he was ugly; he stammered 
and he had the unfortunate habit of 
spitting, which everyone noticed. But 
one very good thing came out of his 
scandalous reign. In 1604, James 
commissioned a revised translation 
of the Bible. The very phrase King 
James has come to mean, most often, 
not the ghastly little monarch, but 
the glorious book he ordered into 
existence ...

Janet Berković studied English 
Language and Literature at Oxford 
University. She has spent most of 
her working life making the Bible 
accessible to children and young 
people through Scripture Union 
Croatia, writing textbooks for 
Religious Education in primary 
schools and training RE teachers. 
She lives in Zagreb and is a free-
lance translator and teacher of 
English. Her lecture, entitled The 
book that changed the world—the 
influence of the King James Bible on 
English language and literature is 
summarized at the Zagreb Chap-
laincy website: www.anglican.hr..
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE    TIME       EVENT

Dec. 3 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle
Dec. 6 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings Plus: Advent and Christmas readings
Dec. 11 (Sun) 16.00 Annual sing-along in aid of Casa Ioana
Dec. 17 (Sat) 16.00 Klagenfurt Christmas Service
Dec. 18 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist and children’s nativity
 18.00 Nine Lessons and Carols
Dec. 24 (Sat) 22.45 Christmas Eve: Midnight Mass
Dec. 25 (Sun)  08.00 Said Eucharist
 10.00 Sung Eucharist with carols
Dec. 28 (Wed)  09.30 Said Eucharist - Holy Innocents
Dec. 31  16.30 Said Eucharist with carols
  Preacher Christoph Wutscher
Jan. 1 (Sun) 10.00 The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus 
Jan. 6 (Fri) 10.00 Epiphany: Sung Eucharist
Jan. 8 (Sun) 18.00 Six O’clock service resumes
Jan 11 (Wed) 18.30 Reading Group The Iliad
Jan. 17 (Tues) 18.00 Ecumenical Service: Tag des Judentums at the  
  Evangelische Kirche Lindengasse 44a, 7th district
Jan. 18-25  Week of prayer for Christian Unity
Jan. 20 (Fri) 18.00 Ecumenical Service: Week of Prayer for  
  Christian Unity at the Reformierte Stadtkirche,  
  Dorotheergasse 16, 1st district
Jan. 24 (Tues) 19.00 Pilgrims to the Holy Land: final briefing
Jan. 26 (Thurs) 19.00 Organ recital Melissa Dermastia
Jan. 29 (Sun) 10.00  Matins followed by Said Eucharist
Jan. 31 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings: Royal Maundy Service 2011 DVD
Feb. 1(Wed) 18.30 Council meeting
Feb. 5-12   Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
Feb. 22 (Weds)  Ash Wednesday
March 28 (Wed) 19.00 ACM
May 13 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation
June 1 (Fri)  Lange Nacht der Kirchen
June 15-17  Retreat at Stift Göttweig
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Personal Ads and Notices

Computer Service Vienna
Gary fixes and installs your computer 
and printer, sets up your Internet 
connection and installs your software 
and hardware.
Fast - Reliable - Affordable
www.ComputerServiceVienna.com                 
    ]      New Hotline: 0720-50 19 62       ]     

This space is reserved for members of the 
congregation to place private ads. Others 
will be asked to pay a small charge to help 
towards printing costs.  

English-speaking Counsellor
Austrian born, US-trained Counsellor, 
w i th  a  broad  background in 
counselling and marriage and family 
therapy in a multicultural setting 
offers counselling/therapy services to 
the international community Contact 
details: Tel. 06991/7095031 or olson.
charlotte@gmail.com. 

Christ Church members Christina and 
Michael Stevens returned to Vienna 
in November and are looking for an 
apartment as of 1 December. It should 
be convenient to public transportation 
and the city centre, with 2-3 bedrooms, 
1½ to 2 bathrooms and  balcony. 
Please contact them at mgs045@
hotmail.com if you can help.

Cat sitter available 
Are you going away temporarily? 
There’s no need to send your feline 
companion to a cattery. Cat-sitter 
available. Visit daily or live in. By 
arrangement. Ring Laura Fairburn 
01/310 1766.

English play group in Vienna 22
A lively song and dance play group for 
under-threes in Vienna 22 meets from 
14.30-16.30 on Friday afternoons with 
singing from 15.45. While toddlers and 
babies enjoy the action songs, mothers 
(or fathers) can have a congenial get-
together and a chance to make new 
friends. Call 0699/17730901.

Apartment for lease sought

cmichale
Rechteck



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




