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The Karl Borromäus Church, located within the 
grounds of the Central Cemetery, was designed 
by Max Hegele, a student of Otto Wagner. An 
imposing building in its own right, it forms the 
centrepiece of Europe’s second largest cemetery.
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Judy

It is a sad yet inevitable fact of life that the older 
one gets, the number of friends and contemporaries 

dwindles year by year. Even young people experience 
the pain of loss as great-grandparents, grandparents 
or eventually parents come to the end of their lives. 
How much harder to bear the premature loss of some-
one close and much loved! Loss is a topic that crops 
up each year in November as we mark All Saints’ 
Day, All Souls’ Day and finally Remembrance Sunday. 
It is a time for sadness, yes, but also one of thanks 
and celebration of lives that are firmly and evermore 
entwined with our own. 

One of nature’s kindest tricks—and youngsters will 
just have to take this on faith—is that the older one 
gets, the more perspective we achieve. Memories 
are not necessarily chronological, but reflect the 
intensity of the experience, the depth of love of the 
person, the joy of the moment. Those who reach the 
end of their lives say that the past rearranges itself 
so that all the significant moments of life come to the 
fore while meaningless worries and preoccupations, 
however important they might have seemed at the 
time, fade away. 

When, as a young adult, one looks back on one’s 
schooldays, it is not necessarily the hard slog of the 
final years that comes to mind, but earlier, happy 
times: meeting up with friends after the long summer 
holidays, a particularly inspiring teacher, the excite-
ment of school outings. Similarly, when one retires 
at the end of a long working life and looks back, it 
is not the final assignments that stick in one’s mind. 
Personally, I recall my earliest years at the UN and 
the scores of colleagues who have surely passed on 
by now, rather than the years immediately preceeding 
the end of my service. People who were important to 
us throughout our lives are still with us, and in ways 
as much part of our lives as they were when they 
were alive. It is not simply that they live on in our 
memories. They continue to guide us and their voices 
are as strong as ever in our minds and hearts. 
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The other day I was remind-
ed of some words of Jesus 

recorded in St Matthew’s gospel 
about giving. There Jesus says, 
“Beware of practising your pi-
ety before others in order to be 
seen by them; for then you have 

no reward from your Father in 
heaven. So whenever you give alms, 
do not sound a trumpet before you, 
as the hypocrites do in the syna-
gogues and in the streets, so that 
they may be praised by others. Truly 
I tell you, they have received their 
reward. But when you give alms, do 
not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, so that 
your alms may be done in secret; 
and your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you.” (Matthew 6.1-4)

Presently at Christ Church we are 
in the middle of a Time and Talent 
stewardship campaign to widen the 
base of active members and, wher-
ever possible, to expand our minis-
try. The words from St Matthew’s 
gospel that I just quoted are about 
giving money or gifts in kind. Today 
“to give in kind” embraces the giving 
of our time and our gifts, our talent.
Before I proceed, I need to reassure 
you that many people are helping in 
many different ways to make Christ 
Church the place it is. 

As Chaplain I am in a privileged 
position to see people helping out 
in so many different ways by visit-
ing the sick and the housebound, by 
helping with catering, by running 
Kids’ Church, by contributing to 
Crossways, by being involved in the 
management of the church, by sing-
ing in the choir, by helping out in the 
shop, by serving at the altar, by being 
involved and committed to prayer, 
by assisting with the adult educa-
tion programmes of our church, by 
organizing and arranging flowers, by 
hosting bring-and-shares, by volun-
teering musical gifts, by attending 
events put on by the church, by 
helping to organize and run the Long 
Night of the Churches, by helping 
to organize and run the bazaar, by 
being regular in worship, by organ-
izing special events like Christingle, 
the Youth and Family Retreat, the 
Toddler Group, etc.

Sometimes when we are giving very 
generously of our time and talents 
as well as our money we can be 
overwhelmed by our specific task, 
or so preoccupied with it that we fail 
to see that other people are being 
sacrificial in their area of work and 
responsibility.

There are only two things that I 
would want to highlight from the 
above. The first thing is the word 
responsibility. Many people are tak-
ing responsibility for their area of 
work as it relates to Christ Church 
and therefore we must be grateful. 
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Perhaps we do not connect the word 
responsibility readily with church 
life, but we ought to. Over the gener-
ations councils and individuals have 
taken responsibility and ensured the 
continuation of our church. Rarely 
does one detect amongst those who 
give of their time and talent an off-
hand attitude of “Well it’s just for 
the church, so second-best will do”.

The other thing is that simply at-
tending scheduled events is a great 
encouragement to those who have 
taken the time to organize them. 
Paul writes towards the end of the 
fourth chapter of his first letter to the 
church in Thessalonica, “Therefore 
encourage one another with these 
words.” (1 Thessalonians 4:18) Yes, 
we should be encouraging one an-
other in our ministries, but not only 
through words, but also by our pres-
ence, by our being involved. 

Finally, I would like to thank everyone 
who makes a contribution to our life, 

much of which I will never see or 
know about. Thank you! Let us bless 
the Lord! Thanks be to God!

You will find in this issue of Crossways, a bank payment slip for 
the next ten issues of the magazine. As in the past, you are kindly 

requested to transfer €20 (or less for singles/students) to help offset the 
cost of printing and postage. I would like to remind you that the produc-
tion of Crossways itself is a voluntary contribution to the life of our 
church on the part of the Editor, contributors and those who send out 
the magazine. Next month will be the sixtieth issue, completing six years 
of publication. By contributing to costs, you will be both supporting the 

continuation of the magazine and showing your appreciation of it!
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During September, forty-forty 
members of the archdeaconry 

synod of the Eastern Archdeaconry 
gathered in a Romanian Orthodox 
Monastery just outside of Bucharest 
for two full days of worship, prayer 
and discussion. On the third day we 
joined the Anglican Church of the 
Resurrection, Bucharest, for Sunday 
worship at which a mature man from 
the Skopje congregation was con-
firmed whose father had been a Sufi 
Muslim. Members came from Aus-
tria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Greece 
(Corfu, Athens and Crete), Hungary, 
Montenegro, Poland, Serbia, Turkey 
(Istanbul and Izmir), Romania, Rus-
sia and Ukraine. Vienna was repre-
sented by the licensed clergy Patrick 
Curran and Jady Koch; the lay del-
egates were Nikki Hertford-Scheiber, 
Miranda Kopetzky, Hyacinth Österlin 
and Angela Peake-Herzog.

The synod agenda was jam packed. 
It opened with evening prayer and 
the Archdeacon’s presidential ad-

dress on the activi-
ties of the past year. 
Professor Remus Rus 
spoke to the synod 
about the Romanian 
Orthodox church to-
day, focusing on the 
development of the 
church since 1989 
and ecumenical rela-
tions with the Angli-
can Communion.

The main items for 
discussion during the synod were the 
Measure before the General Synod to 
allow Women Bishops in the Church 
of England and the Anglican Com-
munion Covenant. The purpose of 
the Covenant is to put into place 
an agreed procedure by which, in 
the future, controversial subjects on 
doctrine, church order and ethics 
can be discussed in a structured and 
transparent manner. 

Whereas the members of the arch-
deaconry synod voted in favour 
of women in the episcopate, they 
felt unable to vote on the specific 
measure, which is a legal document 
making detailed provision for those 
who cannot accept women as bish-
ops. There are voices that say that 
the provisions in the draft measure 
do not go far enough, whereas oth-
ers believe that they are sufficient. 
This matter is being referred to 
the Bishop’s Council for a decision 
where delegates will study in detail 
the provisions made by the Measure. 

Archdeaconry Synod 2011
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In May, our diocesan synod voted 
in favour of the Measure in two 
houses, but did not gain the support 
of the Bishops. The Anglican Com-
munion Covenant had a favourable 
reception. In addition to the various 
chaplaincies tabling reports and 
speaking to them in session, we had 
two presentations. One was led by 
the Revd Jady Koch on how to use 
modern technology more effectively 
to enhance church communication 
internally and externally. The Christ 
Church Council awaits with eager-
ness the long promised launch of the 
updated Christ Church website.  The 
other presentation was given by the 
Revd Canon Malcolm Bradshaw from 
Athens on worship resources for 
small congregations. These congre-
gations are basically lay led and only 
occasionally have the opportunity to 
receive Holy Communion. 

Our main speaker was once again 
the Revd Professor Walter Moberly 
from the University of Durham who 
spoke to us on the following three 
topics: Christian Zionism (title: 
Christians on the Highway to Zion?), 
the weekly Eucharistic lectionary as 
it relates to the Old Testament (title: 
‘Tis Mystery All: What Goes into the 
lectionary?) and the ways and justice 
of God (title: Is God Unfair? On Living 
in God’s World). 

We were blessed by the location, 
the weather, the warmth of the 
Romanian people who cared for us, 
our fellowship with and support for 

one another. Many of our chap-
laincies and congregations are in 
isolated and even hostile situations 
and deeply value and appreciate 
the understanding that fellow synod 
members have for one another. On 
the Friday evening Bishop Geoffrey 
led a service of the laying on hands 
together with anointing. 

It has become a tradition of the 
synod to have an auction to sup-
port the archdeacon’s discretionary 
fund to help members of the synod 
with small grants, for travel, synod 
attendance, language training and 
even the one or other useful tech-
nological tool. I successfully bid for 
two Starbuck coffee mugs from Rus-
sia during the auction resembling in 
detail and shape a babushka. This 
father was a happy man having 
found just the right present for his 
daughters! Their and mine ‘street 
cred’ took a leap!

The Monestery Guesthouse
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The Nigerian Fest, held on 8 Octo-
ber was once again a wonderful 

experience for all present. The young 
and the young at heart members of 
our congregation came together with 
friends and relatives to celebrate our 
dynamic presence in Austria. The 
Fest was truly an exhibition of the 
friendly and charitable culture of 
Christ Church, based on Christian 
values in the Anglican tradition, and 
of course, service to God.
 
The event opened at 16.45 hours 
with a blessing for the food and 
drinks by our dear Venerable Patrick. 
After the welcome address by Mr. 
Sam Ifeagwu, the event was officially 
declared open with prayers.

We were treated to a dance and 
acrobatics display by a number of 
promising dancers. We then cel-
ebrated as a community, the fifth 
birthday of one of our youngest 
members, Ikena Okonkwo, sharing 
both her joy and her birthday cake.

One of the highlights of the even-
ing was undoubtedly the beautiful, 

A Nigerian Night-Out

colourful and fascinating fashion 
parade. It was expertly organized 

by Mrs. Akubue in the spirit of 
WA-SO-BIA (it means “come” in 
the three main languages in Ni-
geria). As our Lord Jesus Christ 
said, “Come, come to me all 
who are weary and heavy laden 
and I will give your rest”. Her 
fine sense for colour and mate-
rial mix was very impressive. 
Thank you Mrs Akubue and 
family for your commitment.
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Many, many thanks to Emanuel 
and Marie Cristine for all their 
hard work in organizing and 
coordinating the 2011 Nigerian 
Fest. Although the event itself has 
a delightfully spontaneous feel to 
it, obviously that is the result of 
meticulous planning.
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Many thanks to our dear Rev’d Jady 
Koch for his inspiring talk on the 
blessing of generous giving. “To 
those who give, it will be given”, is 
the word of our Lord. We are also 
grateful to Mr. Baba Ewe, who once 
again helped to keep us on our feet 
with his inspiring music throughout 
the evening. Our thanks also go to 
our ladies Mrs. Olufeyimi and family, 
Mrs. Ogunya and family, Mrs. Ogun-
fojuri and family, Mrs Uwakwe and 
family, Ms. Shade Summ and many 
others, for their dedicated efforts 
in preparing and bringing assorted 
arrays of glorious African dishes, 
which we all enjoyed very much. 

Our masters of ceremony Mr. Frank 
Oladeinde and Mr. Emeka Agu did 
a wonderful job, and in conjunction 
with Mr Emeka Okonkwo, managed 
the tombola draw and distribution of 
prizes, an electrifying moment for all 
our guests and friends. 

Thank you to all our little and big 
helpers in setting the hall up, sell-
ing Tombola tickets throughout 
the event, and cleaning up after 
the event. It would not have been 
possible without their help, and we 
thank God for their contribution. The 
closing prayers were offered by our 
dear Rev’d Aileen Hackl. 

Nigerians and Friends at Christ 
Church, Vienna wish to express our 
thankfulness for your coming, your 
participation, and your kind and 
generous support, and we pray for 

God’s abundant blessings upon you 
and your families. Amen. 

On 23 October, Emanuel presented the 
Chaplain with a cheque for an impressive 
€3,500 for Christ Church on behalf of the 
Nigerian community and friends.
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A Grave Experience

Autumn was at its prettiest when 
my friend Editha and I decided 

to spend a day at Vienna’s Central 
Cemetery. The leaves were just be-
ginning to adopt their fall colours, 
the sun warmed us as we meandered 
through the graves and the brilliant 
blue sky was a worthy backdrop to 
my countless snaps (reproduced here 
in black and white). People—those of 
this world at least—were few and far 
between, although in a few days, on 
1 November, families from all over 
Vienna will swarm to honour and 
decorate the graves of their loved 
ones. A cemetery might not be every-
one’s choice of an afternoon outing, 
but anyone visiting the Zentralfriedhof 
is bound to return. Many of Austria’s 
most famous sons and daughters are 
buried here, including, to name an 
eclectic few: Ludwig van Beethoven 
(who made Vienna his home), Max 
Böhm, Heinz Conrad, Falco, Franz 
Grillparzer, Hugo von Hofmannsthal, 
Paul Hörbiger, Curd Jürgens, Gustav 
Klimt, Bruno Kreisky, Gustav Mahler, 
Egon Schiele, Arnold Schönberg, Jo-
hann Strauss and Karl Renner. 

We met one elderly Austrian emigré, 
on holiday from Australia, who was 
searching unsuccessfully among 
the old Jewish graves for his great-
grandparents, a certain Mr. and Mrs. 
Bergmann, located somewhere in the 
second row. Given the overgrown 
state of the graves, the mission 
seemed impossible until Ditha came 
across a crumbling stone, carved with 
the names Richard and Rosa Berg-
mann. The ex-Austrian was saddened 

è

at the state of disrepair until I pointed 
out that this particular graveyard was 
the most peaceful of all, where nature 
had been left to its own devices and 
God’s creation had long ago assumed 
the upper hand over man’s monoliths. 
Just moments before we had come 
across four deer who were in no way 
perturbed by our trespassing on what 
they could rightfully claim as their 
home turf. 

The €2.50 Euros we paid to enter by 
car saved us a considerable amount 
of shoe leather, since the Zentral-
friedhof covers an area of 2.5 km2. 
It is the second largest cemetery in 
Europe, after the Ohlsdorf Cemetery 
in Hamburg, although twice as many 
people are buried in the Zentral-
friedhof. As you will have gathered, 
not only crosses adorn the graves, 
and those of other faiths are given 
a final resting ground among their 
own. Indeed, when the cemetery was 
planned in 1870, it was intended for 
people of all faiths. This resulted in 
some controversy over the conse-
cration of the cemetery, which was 
performed quietly in 1874 during a 
Roman Catholic service. The Jewish 
section was opened three years later, 
followed by the Protestant section 
in 1904. 1951 saw the addition of a 
presidential  crypt. 

One of the newest sections is reserved 
for those of the Islamic faith, and 
the graves are extravagantly ornate, 
well stocked with flowers and per-
sonal mementos and immaculately by
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The Unlucky

The Celebrated

The Abandoned

The Honoured

The Unknown

The  Very Young

The Very Old

The Patriots
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The Sadly Missed

The Ones that never were ...

... but are still loved and missed



maintained. There is also a section 
of Christian Orthodox graves, many 
of which include a photo of the de-
ceased. For this reason, and out of 
respect for the families, I have oblit-
erated names and faces in my pic-
tures. I assume that those who lived 
their lives in the public eye would have 
no such qualms, hence the photo of 
the gravestone of Margarete Schütte-
Lihotsky, Austria’s first female archi-
tect and the acclaimed designer of the 
first fitted kitchen (Frankfurt kitchen, 
1926). She died shortly before her 
103rd birthday. 

The babies’ section houses the tiny 
graves of young children, infants, 
and those who lived but a few hours. 
A signpost reads “Hier ruhen die Ba-
bys, die viel zu kurz bei uns waren”. 
Some, as in the photo below, breathed 
their last before they saw the light of 
day, as poignantly depicted by the 
basket, dropped prematurely by the 
stork, that appeared on a couple of 
gravestones. Most stillborn babies—
including a set of triplets—had been 
given names, although some were 
designated simply as “Knabe Meier”. 
There was a high proportion of non-
Austrian names among the children’s 

gravestones, which is open to any 
number of interpretations. I like to 
think that the infants came from 
families new to the country, without 
family plots of their own. 

Many of the older graves, particularly 
in the Jewish section, mention the title 
and occupation of the deceased (see 
right). Not a few describe the qualities 
of the person, such as the “noble and 
virtuous” Gisela Debora Schenkel, 
who died in 1915. War heroes who 
lost their lives on the battlefield are 
recorded with their military titles and 
present a fascinating reminder of Aus-
tria’s glorious days at the head of a 
large empire. The Buddhist Cemetery 
(above right) is predictably low-key 
and esoteric, conveying a sense both 
of peace and dignity.

The cemetery, with its 330,000 graves 
in which over 3 million people are 
buried, reflects a cross-section of 
Austria in all its rich cultural and eth-
nic diversity, both past and present. 
It also contains a “Park of Peace and 
Power” designed for quiet medita-
tion in harmony with nature ... but 
the stresses and demands of life as a 
retiree left us no time to visit it! 

è
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Not Just a Quiet Weekend

The Christ Church Council as-
sembled from 14-16 October at 

Pallottihaus in Vienna’s 13th district, 
for a weekend of prayer, study and 
meetings. This combined the Coun-
cil’s customary, annual “Quiet Day” 
with a regular Council meeting. 

The sparsely-furnished Pallottihaus 
boasts “a perfect ambience for 
deeper encounters with God and 
fellow humans to find body and soul 
recreation.” The extended weekend 
was a first of its kind for most Council 
members. It certainly was a bonding 
weekend that scored high marks with 
most of the attendees. Patrick Knox-
Peebles described the assembly as a 
huge success. It is not unknown for 
Councils in the Church of England to 
arrange such weekends on occasion.

The primary focus of the Pallottihaus 
gathering was the Myers Briggs Type 
Indicator (MBTI). This is a psycho-
metric test used to measure how 
people perceive the world around 

them and make decisions. The test 
helps to better understand oneself 
(and also others) in a variety of set-
tings: at work, at play, in church, in 
school, etc. It has been in use for the 
better part of 50 years.

The Venerable Archdeacon Paul 
Slater, a friend and former colleague 
of Archdeacon Patrick Curran, led 
the survey. He told Council members 
that he had been using Myers Briggs  
since 1989 in a variety of ways—
most recently as an aid to prepare 
his niece and her fiancé for marriage. 
His brilliant presentation was an 
opportunity for Council members to 
look into themselves and either dis-
cover, rediscover or, in most cases, 
confirm their MB types. Did someone 
say prejudices?

The various individual types, world-
wide, include ISTJs, ISFJs, ESTPs, 
ESTJs and 12 others.  Some Council 
members were surprised at the 
end-results while others nodded 
their heads in pride and complete 
agreement. But perhaps the singular, 
overarching point of the exercise was 
to help to be aware of other people 
whose profiles differed markedly 
from that of the respondent. The 
exercise taught an approach that 
emphasized cooperation and con-
sensus, rather than confrontation 
and conflict. What do you want from 
an adversary? What are the expected 
results of negotiations: the outcome 
you crave for or renewed conflict? 
Should protagonists narrow the by
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democratic space?  MBTI promotes 
a problem-solving model that goes 
from sensing (facts and figures) to 
intuition (possibilities) to think-
ing (consequences) and to feeling 
(impact on people). Slater was at 
his best. Sometimes coaching and 
sometimes inquiring, but most times 
encouraging, he managed to deliver 
a message of hope. I trust that one 
day he will share this knowledge 
with even greater numbers of people 
at Christ Church. 

The Council “Quiet Day” is an an-
nual assembly that is by no means 
“quiet.”  Generally the Council meets 
on a pre-arranged day in summer to 
deliberate at length and on Church 
and Council proposals and accom-
plishments, and to establish and re-
view policy. It is also an occasion to 
welcome new Council members and 
involve them in Council business. 

The Council Meeting session at Pal-
lottihaus discussed, among other 

matters, the 80th Anniversary of the 
Bonn Agreement with the Old Catho-
lic Church in Austria; the Christ 
Church Time and Talent Campaign; 
and the Clergy personnel situation 
at Christ Church, following the de-
parture in May 2012, of Dr. Richard 
Major from Ljubljana, followed later 
in the same year by the departure of 
the Revd Jady Koch. 

The Council was informed of the 
progress of congregation members 
who are candidates for the ordained 
ministry of the Church of England; 
it reviewed a summary report on 
the Eastern Archdeaconry Synod 
of September, prepared by Miranda 
Kopetzky; and noted that some 30 
people from the Church community 
had registered to join the pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land in February 2012. 
Mention was made of the forthcom-
ing 125th anniversary celebrations 
of the consecration of the church 
building in 2012 and the unveiling of 
the 1938 baptismal memorial. 
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18.00 Six O’Clock Service

Second Sunday before Advent 
Remembrance Sunday

6

Sunday

Third Sunday before Advent

All Saints Day

November 2011

14

10.00 Sung Eucharist
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25

18
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26

17

9

16
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09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Council meeting

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

Wednesday

30

15

8

Tuesday

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

 

09.30 Holy Communion

Christ Church
Advent Bazaar

10.45 Remembrance  
 Day Service in  
 Klagenfurt

09.30 Holy Communion

18.00 Prayers for the  
 Departed

24

All Saints Day

Saint Andrew

Thursday

12

Friday Saturday

4 5
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As every year at Christ Church, we will be saying prayers for the departed on 
Wednesday, 2 November, All Souls’ Day, at an evening service beginning 18.00. 
Please write the names of family members, friends, colleagues or others known 
to you and for whom you wish to pray on the list at the back of the church or 
contact the Church Office.

Vienna: The annual Remembrance Sunday service will be held on Sunday, 13 
November as this is the closest Sunday to Remembrance Day on 11 November. 
There will be a said service of Holy Communion at 10.00. The Remembrance 
Sunday Service begins at 10.50. Space is limited.

Klagenfurt, Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery
A Service of Remembrance will be held at the Commonwealth War Graves Cem-
etery in Klagenfurt (Lilientahlstr.) on Friday, 11 November starting at 10.50. All 
in attendance are invited to a reception afterwards. Furthermore, a service of 
Holy Communion will be held in St Mark’s Old Catholic Church (Kaufmanngasse 
11) at 18.00 on Thursday, 10 November.

Fear, Love and Freedom in the book of Galatians: a 10 week study in autumn. 
Of all of the letters in the New Testament, the Book of Galatians, with its vivid 
juxtapositions of spirit and flesh, freedom and slavery, has repeatedly captivated 
Christians throughout history. It was the only full commentary St.Augustine 
ever wrote, a favourite of both Thomas Aquinas and Martin Luther and, with its 
clarion call that “for freedom, Christ has set you free,” it has been the “go-to” 
book for people looking to make sense of how Jesus’ death and resurrection is 
the fulfilment of his own stated purpose: to set the captives free. Come spend 
Sunday mornings with the Revd. Jady Koch as we look through this short but 
powerful treatise on the nature of Christian freedom. 
When: Sundays, 9:00-9:40  Where: in the crypt 
Who: anyone and everyone!

All Saints’ Day is a holiday in Austria and we have the privilege of keeping it at 
Christ Church with a sung celebration of the Holy Eucharist at 10.00.

O Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and fellowship, 
in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord:  Grant us grace so to follow thy blessed 
Saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those unspeakable joys, 
which thou hast prepared for them that unfeignedly love thee; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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The last four Soundings sessions of the year will continue the theme of looking 
at Holy Sites and other places of interest in modern day Israel. These sessions 
are ideal preparation for those joining the pilgrimage to the Holy Land. I have 
already learnt a lot and feel better prepared for and a little enthused for the 
upcoming pilgrimage. The theme and dates of the sessions are: 8 November 
(1): The Temple Mount in Jerusalem; 15 November (2): City of David, Kidron 
Valley, Mount of Olives; 22 November (3): Qumran and Masada; 29 November 
(4): Caesarea Philippi.

There are still a few places left for the pilgrimage to the Holy Land from 5 to 
12 February. Please contact the chaplain on or before 15 November if you are 
interested in joining.

The next meeting of the Prayer Ministry Team will be on Wednesday 16 No-
vember at 19.00 hours. The Revd Aileen Hackl will introduce the evening with a 
talk on a recent meeting she attended on the meaning of dialogue. The meeting 
is open to people who are interested in joining the group.

Any child interested in participating in 
this year’s Nativity Play on 18 December 
(during the 10 o’clock service) is welcome 
to come to rehearsals at the Church Cen-
tre on the following three Sundays: 27 
November and 4 and 11 December during 
Sunday school time. The dress rehearsal 
will be held on Saturday, 17 December 
from 15.00-17.00. Please make every 
effort to come. Thank you and I hope to 
see many of you there! Any queries to 
Alexandra Schmidt, tel.: 01 603 13 71.

Preparations for the Advent Bazaar on 19 November are in full swing. Anyone 
who is not already helping in one capacity or another still has a chance: please 
contact Sheila Hargreaves (0676/7559804) and she will tell you how you can lend 
a hand. It is up to all of us, not just the organizers, to make sure that as many 
people as possible attend: friends, neighbours, colleagues, fellow-shoppers etc. 
Please collect notices from church to place in your local supermarkets, school 
notice board, or the like, so that our bazaar receives the publicity it deserves!



20

As  t h i s  w a s 
p u b l i s h e d 

almost a year ago 
in English (and 
in September in 
German when it 
hit the best seller 
l i s t  w i th in  a 
week), I expect 
many of you 
will have read 
it already, but, 
for anyone 
who hasn’t 
come across 
it, do read 
it !  I t ’s of 

special interest for 
those living in Vienna—the 

history of a wealthy Jewish banker 
family who came from Odessa in 
the middle of the 19th century and 
settled in Paris and Vienna. 

The story is told by a descendant 
but he doesn’t just take the family 
history and retell but hangs his story 
on a collection of netsuke (small 
Japanese ornaments) collected by 
an ancestor of the Paris branch of 
the family. He follows this collection 
from its arrival in Paris and to its 
new home on the Rue Monceau and 
details the vitrine he buys to house 
his collection. The easy bit when 
reading this book, is to nip out and 
check the Vienna parts. You can pop 
down to the Schottenring and look 
at the family house there, you can 
check on the school and the bank. 
Checking on the Paris part is more 

difficult but more exciting; we found 
it an excellent excuse for three days 
in Paris last May! The Paris part 
shows a wonderful, rich and cultured 
life, particularly of a man who was 
wealthy enough not to have to take 
banking very seriously but who  
had time for friendship with Renoir 
and Proust and could be a patron 
of Manet.

At the end of the century, the man’s 
cousin in Vienna is getting married 
and a wedding present is required: 
what better than the netsuke collec-
tion, complete with vitrine? So the 
collection and vitrine are shipped 
to Vienna, to the young couple’s 
new home on the Franzensring. 
Now that’s a wedding present with 
style! The story follows the Vien-
nese branch of the family until the 
Second World War and then shifts 
to Japan and eventually England. 
Surprisingly, perhaps, for this kind 
of story, none of the family in the 
book dies in a concentration camp 
—the feeling of inevitability at the 
Anschluss doesn’t arise. And the 
other fascinating aspect—a rich 
Viennese family almost within our 
living memory (only the Rothschilds 
were richer) and almost no one has 
heard of them! Ask your Viennese 
friends and you will meet a complete 
blank – they were here for a hundred 
years and left an enormous palais on 
the Ring – and apparently absolutely 
nothing else – except the netsuke.  
But to find out about them, you have 
to read the book yourselves.Bo
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A Tale from Vienna
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I recommend it highly. The story is 
fascinating but the way he writes it 
and how he brings the whole thing to 
life is unusual and beautifully done.  
I have been pressing the book on 
people at every opportunity; either 
lending out my copy or offering the 
book whenever a gift was needed 
(I think I’ve bought at least 15 

copies!). Only one person reacted 
with indifference. Everyone else was 
fascinated, full of praise, more than 
entertained and has been checking 
on the buildings! You can get into the 
back of the Palais through a door that 
is always open from the Molkebastei 
if you decide you want to admire one 
of the staircases!

Let us pray together—with one another and for one another:

Lord Jesus Christ, through baptism we belong to you.
Through you the Father has shown his love for us by turning towards us.
You made yourself small so that you could be close to us.
We thank you and praise you because you show us the way that leads to 
fullness of life.

You meet us through the reality of our present age. 
Sometimes even clothed as a stranger, you approach us.
Yes, Jesus, we trust you, we want to learn from you: the way you move 
towards people, the way you are present especially to the suffering.

We long for your Holy Spirit, which is for us strength and courage.
May your Holy Spirit reawaken in us joy and passion to be alight for you 
and all people.
Amen.

Written by Christoph Cardinal Schönborn 
Translated Curran & Williams

Prayer of the Month

In response to my request for new ideas for Crossways, Diana Dopheide proposed 
the inclusion of a different prayer each month. What a great suggestion! I am starting 
off with a prayer that appeared on the Sunday wrap a few weeks ago, but would love 
to hear from members of the congregation with their favourite prayers, or any new 
prayers they come across that would be particularly relevant to our community. Ed

reviewed by Marty Siwy
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Uncle Freddy’s Last Home

On 15 December 1944, on a 
bright, sunny morning, my 

uncle, Sgt. Arthur Frederick Shipley 
(Uncle Freddy) died in Klagenfurt. He 
was 27, my father’s younger brother 
and a prisoner of war. Apparently, he 
had volunteered to help in the hospi-
tal during a particularly violent out-
break of cholera, when the building 
was hit by an American bomb. The 
Red Cross made a formal complaint, 
but as is tragically so often the case, 
the pilot had mistaken the target for 
an enemy camp. 

Although I never met him, as I grew 
up, I learned quite a  bit about my 
uncle. He was a keen and accom-
plished amateur artist and I admired 
his paintings hanging in my grand-
mother’s house. I recall her telling 
me that he had been engaged, but 
that he had received a “Dear John” 

letter, something that had caused 
her deep pain and, I have to say, 
bitterness. When I was about eleven, 
my mother came across a slightly 
battered post-card addressed to me, 
with a hand-drawn Donald Duck and 
a Christmas greeting to “Rennie” 
(obviously the spelling of my slightly 
unusual name had not been commu-
nicated to him!). The postcard was 
from Stalag 18A, stamped as having 
passed the censors and had been 
sent to me, a child he had never seen, 
by my uncle in Klagenfurt a month 
before his death. 1 have treasured 
the postcard ever since, and some-
how, felt a personal bond with the 
uncle I had never met. 

When I was 23, a friend and I de-
cided to hitch-hike in Europe. I was 
determined to visit Austria and find 
my uncle’s grave. We were able to 
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get a lift to Klagenfurt and I located 
my uncle’s grave. I laid flowers at 
the grave and signed the visitors’ 
book. It was a very emotional day. 
I was the first member of my family 
to visit Uncle Freddy’s grave—my 
grandmother was never in a position 
to travel to Austria and by the time 
she might have had an opportunity, 
she was too frail to make the journey. 
She was overwhelmed when I gave 
her the photograph of her younger 
son’s grave.

I have since visited my uncle’s grave 
on two more occasions, once with 
my parents. It was, of course, a deep-
ly moving occasion for my father. 

In 1970, I married Peter, an Austrian, 
and moved to Vienna where I joined 
the congregation of Christ Church. 
The Revd. Bruce Duncan was chap-
lain at the time, and baptised my 
elder daughter, Claire, in 1974. Christ 
Church was very much a lifeline to 
me, since I suffered terribly from 
homesickness and it was reassuring 

to be part of the English-speaking 
congregation. I recall a parish out-
ing on the Danube, on the yacht 
of the US Ambassador, the Church 
Bazaars, the pot-luck lunches after 
the Sunday service, one of which I 
hosted in the little village where I 
lived in the Weinviertel, some 70 km 
outside Vienna. I returned to Eng-
land some years later and started a 
new life for myself and my children.

I attend Christ Church whenever 
we are visiting our good friends 
John and Judy Castelino. Judy and 
I met at a Christ Church bazaar in 
the early eighties and I have known 
Natascha since she was a little girl 
and was proud to see her married 
in Christ Church in 2004. On a re-
cent visit, Judy mentioned that the 
Chaplain visits the Commonwealth 
War Graves Cemetery in Klagenfurt 
from time to time, to hold memo-
rial services. Strange though it may 
seem, even after all this time, my 
heart missed a beat—not a scientific 
description but one I am sure every-

one understands.

A f t e r  t he  Ha rves t 
Festival service, I had a 
chance to talk to Patrick 
who spoke about his 
visits to the graveyard 
in Klagenfurt.  This 
deepened my already 
close ties with Christ 
Church and gave me 
i m m e n s e  j oy  a n d 
satisfaction.  

The War Cemetery in Klagenfurt
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Romania and its people rarely get 
an enthusiastic press. Which is 

perhaps a pity as my own experience 
there earlier this year was totally 
positive.

The first surprise was Bucharest 
itself. I’d not expected well-swept 
boulevards, fine avenues, neat parks, 
trimmed grassy curbs and fountains 
that worked. The Patriarchal Church 
is a gem after its recent restoration 
and what impressive architecture 
too! Sadly, this was achieved at enor-
mous human cost and, of course, 
what the city tour did not include 
were the slums or likely haunts of 
the street children. However, the 
general impression was one of a 
lively, flourishing capital.

Along the road to Sibiu, I was in-
trigued by the great number of hous-
es with crosses painted or chiselled 
into the stonework, a sign that those 
living there are Orthodox Christians. 
Some even had dates preceding the 

Communist era and amazingly noth-
ing had been defaced. As I came to 
realise, the folks are strong in faith 
and resilient to adversity. Indeed, 
many of the ancient towns were sur-
rounded by one, two or even three 
stout walls and the churches them-
selves were true fortresses, hilltops 
preferred. Luckily, marauding armies 
didn’t appear overnight. Bad news 
travelled fast so at first warning, the 
citizens took themselves and their 
animals to safety. As I puffed my way 
up long, steep flights of steps, some-
times wooden, sometimes cobbled, I 
could really feel for those peasants, 
coaxing their unwilling beasts to “get 
a move on”. And like good Boy Scouts 
to ‘Be Prepared’ that’s just what they 
were. Already stored in the churches 
were large wooden trunks filled with 
provisions and clothing designed to 
survive siege and battle.

I found it heartening to see the lov-
ing care taken with the restoration 
and rebuilding of so many churches, 

with one exception, still vivid in 
my mind. It was on a bitterly 
cold, grey, damp afternoon—al-
though we were well-fortified by 
Glühwein and warm rugs—that 
we were taken by horse-drawn 
carriage to a village that  had 
once been home to Siebenburger 
German speakers. Now, perhaps 
half a dozen very elderly origi-
nal inhabitants remain, totally 
unable either physically or fi-
nancially to maintain their once 
noble place of worship. The 

Discovering Romania
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newcomers shunned the ‘German’ 
church, building a fine one of their 
own. The sad decay and neglect 
was overwhelming, thick dust lay 
everywhere and among the tattered 
banners, a newer, bright red one was 
the only reminder of better days and 
past congregations.

Then, unexpectedly, a frail, bent old 
lady appeared and with obvious joy 
spoke to us in her native tongue. Had 
she said she was a centenarian, I 
should have believed her, but in fact, 
she was two years younger than me! 
She told us that her daughter lived in  
Germany but visited regularly once 
a year and would like nothing bet-
ter than to give the mother a home 
there, but in this village she had been 
born and would remain all her days. 
Now, those of you who have ever 
watched the Father Brown series on 
TV will know that whenever he has 
a problem or is undecided, he prays. 
His prayers are answered by a mo-
mentary glow of the cross or crucifix 

... and suddenly we had 
just such an experience. 
A bright shaft of sunlight 
shone through the rear 
window and organ pipes 
directly onto the altar; it 
was quite uncanny. I cannot know 
the thoughts or prayers of the rest of 
the group but I personally feared that 
if someone sneezed the whole crum-
bling edifice might tumble about our 
ears. This didn’t happen and after 
we emerged into the late afternoon 
gloom, the church was carefully re-
locked and left to slumber.

Without doubt, the most notori-
ous citizen of Transylvania was 
Vlad, Count Dracula, not a fellow 
to chum up with although there is 
no record that he actually drank 
blood—that was likely a product 
of Bran Stoker’s gruesome imagi-
nation. The Count’s birthplace of 
Sighisoara is a picturesque village 
of quaint cobbled streets, medieval 
houses and a hilltop church/fortress, 

touristy as one might  imagine, 
though we dined excellently and 
cheaply in a hostel “off stage”. 
Dracula’s castle, Burg Bran, was 
once the border post between 
Siebenburgen and the Walachei, 
where tolls were collected from 
travellers. 

Long before Vlad, it had been 
home to “English Brigands” and 
much later, Queen Victoria’s 
granddaughter, herself then a 
queen, came there to live at the 

è
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turn of the twentieth century. 
By  all accounts, she was 
popular, greatly loved and 
respected. Very recently, 
the castle has been handed 
over to a member of the 
Habsburg family, after being 
stripped of its contents, 
resulting in the present-day 
furnishing being sparse, 
to say the least. All the 
rooms seemed very  low-
ceilinged and connected 
only by except ional ly 
narrow passages or steep staircases, 
barely wide enough for one person 
to pass and quite impossible for 
two. The place gave me no shudders 
but is certainly not a  des res 
for claustrophobics or folks with 
complaining knees.

At Brasov, we visited the Black 
Church, the largest Gothic church 
of Eastern Europe. Its name derives 
from a serious fire there centuries 
ago, but rain has washed away the 
soot long since. For me, by far the 
most original and amusing feature 
was a miniature statue of a young 
boy kneeling at the edge of the roof, 
peering downwards. The story goes 
that while the church was being 
built, some little daredevils used to 
climb up on to the roof at night. De-
spite warning and possibly a clip or 
two around the ears, they persisted 
with this prank until one night the 
builder removed all the ladders to 
“learn ‘em”. Hence the anxious figure 
remembered for all time in stone.

Our final destination of this trip of 
some 1400 kilometers was to the 
Danube Delta that flows into the 
Black Sea. The drive took us across 
empty plains with the occasional 
flock of sheep or herd of cows, 
carefully guarded since there were 
no fences or hedges,all timeless 
and somewhat Biblical. Ceaucescu 
mooted the most grandiose plans for 
the region, draining and filling in the 
waterways for farmland or industrial 
use, mercifully never realised and 
now, a protected area. The wealth 
of flora and fauna is fantastic—
hundreds and hundreds of pelicans 
taking lazily to the air as our boat 
gently and quietly glided by. I had no 
idea they could fly so high and it was 
indeed a breathtaking experience.

It has been my good fortune to have 
travelled extensively during the last 
decade and to see for myself God’s 
wealth of creation. Satchmo sang 
What a Wonderful World and my only 
response is a hearty AMEN. 

è
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The Christingle Service is one of several exciting events organized over 
the Advent and Christmas period, the difference being that this one is 
specifically designed for the youngest members of the congregation. No-
tices of other events will be given in the December issue of Crossways.
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE    TIME       EVENT

Nov. 1 (Tues) 10.00 All Saints’ Day Sung Eucharist

Nov. 2 (Wed) 18.00 Prayers for the Departed

Nov. 6 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

Nov. 11 (Fri) 10.45 Remembrance Day Service in Klagenfurt

Nov. 13 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Service

Nov. 16 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Nov. 19 (Sat) 10.30 Annual Bazaar

Nov. 23 (Wed) 18.30 Council Meeting

Nov. 27 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service

Nov. 30 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Dec. 3 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle

Dec. 11 (Sun) 16.00 Annual Sing-along in aid of  

  Casa Ioana, Bucharest

Dec. 17 (Sat) 16.00 Klagenfurt Christmas Service

Dec. 18 (Sun) 10.00 Sunday School Nativity

 18.00 Nine Lessons and Carols

Dec. 24 (Sat) 22.45 Christmas Eve: Midnight Mass

Dec. 25 (Sun)  08.00 Christmas Day Said Eucharist

 10.00 Sung Eucharist with Carols

Dec. 28 (Wed)  09.30 Said Eucharist  Holy Innocents

Dec. 31 (Sat)  16.30 Said Eucharist with Carols/hymns

  Christoph Wutscher preaching

Jan. 1 (Sun) 10.00 Sunday after Christmas (no 8.00 service)

Jan. 6 (Fri) 10.00 Epiphany Sung Eucharist

Jan. 8 (Sun) 18.00 Six O’clock service resumes

Jan. 26 (Thurs) 19.00 Organ Recital by Melissa Dermastia

Jan. 29 (Sun) 10.00  Matins followed by Said Eucharist

Feb. 5-12   Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

March 28 (Wed) 19.00 ACM
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Personal Ads and Notices

Computer Service Vienna
Gary fixes and installs your computer 
and printer, sets up your Internet 
connection and installs your software 
and hardware.
Fast - Reliable - Affordable
www.ComputerServiceVienna.com                 
    ]      New Hotline: 0720-50 19 62       ]     

T
his space is reserved for m

em
bers of the congregation to place private ads. O

thers w
ill be asked to pay 

a sm
all charge to help tow

ards printing costs.

English-speaking Counsellor
Austrian born, US-trained Counsellor, 
w i th  a  broad  background in 
counselling and marriage and family 
therapy in a multicultural setting 
offers counselling/therapy services to 
the international community Contact 
details: Tel. 06991/7095031 or olson.
charlotte@gmail.com. 

Office furniture to give away
Two desks, three cupboards in beige 
being given away by the company 
where Theresia Madaras works in 
the third district, Bayerngasse.  To be 
collected at your own cost, available 
at the beginning of November.  And a 
monetary donation to Christ Church 
would be appreciated.  Anybody 
interested please call Theresia on 
0676 5725647. Unfortunately the 
church office cannot make use of this 
generous offer.

Christ Church members Christina 
and Michael Stevens are returning 
to Vienna in November and seek 
an apartment from December 1, 
2011.  It should be convenient to 
public transportation and city center, 
2-3 bedrooms, 1½ to 2 bathrooms, 
balcony.  Please contact them at 
mgs045@hotmail.com if you have 
such a property. 

Cat sitter available 
Are you going away temporarily? 
There’s no need to send your feline 
companion to a cattery. Cat-sitter 
available. Visit daily or live in. By 
arrangement. Ring Laura Fairburn 
01/310 1766.

English play group in Vienna 22
A lively song and dance play group for 
under-threes in Vienna 22 meets from 
14.30-16.30 on Friday afternoons with 
singing from 15.45. While toddlers and 
babies enjoy the action songs, mothers 
(or fathers) can have a congenial get-
together and a chance to make new 
friends. Call 0699/17730901.

Apartment for lease sought

Claus
Rechteck



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




