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This month’s cover photo shows congregation 
member Hyacinth Österlin receiving her 
Maundy purse on 21 April from H.M. Queen 
Elizabeth II at Westminster Abbey in London. 
Details of the ceremony are given on pp.10-12.
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Judy

I am writing this column from the other side of the 
world. It is shortly before six o’clock in the morn-

ing as I gaze out onto a blue Pacific Ocean, speckled 
red and gold from the rising sun, while in Vienna it 
is early evening. Yesterday, we visited the Big Island 
of Hawai’i and Mokuaikaua Church, the first church, 
built in 1836 in what is now the State of Hawaii. Like 
other Polynesian peoples and indeed early societies 
across the globe, early Hawaiians believed that the 
sun was the creator and spiritual leader of the world. 
Unlike the early missionaries who in 1820 introduced 
Christianity to the islands, I would hesitate to call 
them pagans. They were of course not Christians, 
since they had no inkling of the existence of Christ, 
and many of their mores may be unlike our own. Yet 
they were aware of a higher existence, an almighty 
power, albeit one fragmented into a number of indi-
vidual gods and goddesses. 

When we look at the sun, the stars, the universe, it 
is difficult not to think of it as God’s creation. Many 
people feel closest to God when they are alone, 
whether sitting in a garden, walking in a forest, hiking 
in the mountains or strolling by the sea shore, gazing 
at a night sky, in harmony with the natural rhythms 
all around them. Christianity has helped provide a 
framework for our beliefs and remove much of the 
speculation that might have tormented early socie-
ties. It offers a set of values, disciplines and expecta-
tions as well as hope for the future. God, however he 
might have been addressed, has been with us for ever. 
Those who wage wars in the name of religion should 
perhaps stop to think that there is ONE God, what-
ever designation we give him in different languages 
and creeds. The Ecumenical Service on Good Friday 
(see p.6) created a bridge between different Christian 
congregations. Personally, I would love to see other 
occasions where those of different faiths—and not 
only the Abrahamic religions—have an opportunity 
to pray together. Knowledge leads to understanding, 
understanding to tolerance, tolerance to love ...
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In May I visited the island 
of Crete as archdeacon to 

license on behalf of our bishop 
the Revd Terry Wilcox as the 
priest-in-charge of St Thomas, 
Kefalas (near Chania). While 
there the Revd Canon Malcolm 

Bradshaw, who is the chaplain 
of the Greater Athens Chaplaincy 
invited me to participate in the 70th 
anniversary service to commemo-
rate the battle for Crete at Souda 
Bay (1941). One of my duties was 
to pronounce the final blessing on 
the some five hundred people who 
had gathered from across the world. 

There were some moving moments 
as veterans, now in their nine-
ties, came forward to place their 
wreaths in memory of soldiers who 
had lost their lives in the service of 
their countries: South Africa, New 
Zealand, Australia and the United 

Kingdom. It was especially moving 
when German soldiers, who had 
been invited to attend the ceremony, 
came forward to lay a wreath and 
the Allied veterans gently clapped. 
Wounds, deep wounds, are being 
healed ever so gradually. Soldiers 
often recognise that all of us can be-
come caught up for a time in forces 
and movements beyond our control. 
The soldier can have a generosity 
that can sometimes be lacking in 
those who ’stayed home’. 

The same week as the chaplain of 
Christ Church I conducted the fu-
neral of Margarete Smith, the wife of 
our former verger Fred Smith, who is 
also well into his nineties. Fred and 
Margarete met in Vienna soon after 
the war at a time when the Allied sol-
diers were not allowed to fraternise 
with the enemy. After meeting, Fred 
and Margarete soon started dating 
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despite the disapproval of the Army 
Chaplain and others, marrying as 
soon as the prohibition had been 
lifted. They were married sixty-five 
years. Again and again Allied and es-
pecially British soldiers would meet 
Austrian and German women and 
yes they would fall in love. Despite 
the war that had just been fought 
and won, the Allied soldiers were still 
able to see the individual as an object 
of love, as a fellow human being. 
They were not consumed by hate, 
but alive to the possibility of love.

These actions, veterans clapping 
their hands and Allied soldiers falling 
in love, remind me of passages from 
Holy Writ that we have made our 
own over the centuries and we now 
need to affirm in this our generation. 
They have become our life-blood. 
Passages such as: “There is no fear 
in love, but perfect love casts out fear” 
(1 John 4.18); “But I [Jesus] say to you 
that listen, Love your enemies, do good 
to those who hate you” (Luke 6.27); 
and finally, “Let love be genuine; hate 
what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; 
outdo one another in showing honour. 
Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, 
serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be pa-
tient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints; 
extend hospitality to strangers. Bless 
those who persecute you; bless and do 
not curse them.” (Romans 12.9-14)

I wrote above that the soldiers and 
their soon to be spouses ‘were not 

consumed by hate, but alive to the 
possibility of love.’ My wish and 
prayer for all of us is that we remain 
open to the possibility of love, of 
the divine love that has made itself 
known to us in and through Jesus 
Christ so that God may grant us 
powers greater than our powers.

Alive to the possibility of love



Pontius Pilate, aka Revd.  Jady Koch, 
Christ Church Vienna

Revd. Aileen Hakl, Christ Church Vienna,  
organized the Ecumenical Service

Peter, aka Fr. Kevin Soars, Vienna 
English-speaking Catholic Community

The Blessed Virgin Mary, aka Angela 
Simek, Roman Catholic Church

If I had been born in another time and another place, I might have been present at the Crucifixion 
of our Lord. But my attendance at the Ecumenical Service held at Christ Church on Good Friday 
was undoubtedly the next best thing. Perhaps it was the oratory prowess of the various preach-
ers, who together form Vienna’s English-speaking Ecumenical Pastors and whose eye-witness 
accounts of the Crucifixion held us transfixed. Perhaps it was the solemnity of the occasion, 
the sure knowledge that on this day, some two thousand years ago, something extraordinary 
happened, fulfilling promises past and future. Perhaps, simply, it was God’s way of allowing us 
a short break from our busy schedules to focus on Christ the Man, Christ the Son of God, Christ 
who made the ultimate sacrifice for us. Profoundly moving, the Good Friday ecumenical event, 
organized by Revd. Aileen Hackl, was one of several thoughtful and inspiring services held at 
Christ Church during Holy Week, all of which made me proud to be a Christian and proud to 
be a member of Christ Church Vienna.  Ed.



Passer-by, aka Revd. Dorothea 
Haspelmath-Finatti, Lutheran Church

Prayers by Jerry Barton,English-speaking 
United Methodist Church of Vienna

Centurian, aka  Pastor Vladimir  Strejcek, 
Vienna Community Church

Judas, aka the Ven. Patrick Curran, 
Christ Church Vienna

Mary Magdalene, aka Pastor Laura 
Trent, English-speaking United 
Methodist Church of Vienna

Almighty God, as we stand at the 
foot of the cross of your Son, help us 
to see and know your love for us, so 
that in humility, love and joy, we may 
place at his feet all that we have and 
all that we are; through Jesus Christ 

our Saviour. Amen

Good Friday 2011
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The date of this year’s confir-
mation on “Good Shepherd” 

Sunday (with New Testament read-
ings from John 10), presided over 
by Suffragan Bishop David Hamid, 
provided an apt and constant theme 
that wound throughout the service.
 
Bishop David mentioned that the role 
of God as the Good Shepherd has 
been important for many centuries, 
through the rich tradition that has 
developed around the 23rd Psalm 
that recognizes the importance of 
God as provider. Several aspects 
of a good shepherd are important; 
in today’s digital age, the ability of 
Jesus as the good shepherd to know 
each of us, his sheep, individually by 
name, was recognized by Bishop Da-
vid as being particularly important. 

This is also true within our own 
church where, in contrast to the 
potential situation in large “mega-
churches” attended by thousands, 
each of the confirmation candidates 
is known and cared for individually. 
The 12 confirmation candidates were 
reminded that God loves and knows 

each of them by name, and this was 
carried through into the confirmation 
itself with the Bishop mentioning 
the meaning or an aspect of each of 
the candidate’s names as they went 
forward for confirmation.

The Bishop recounted several anec-
dotes reinforcing the importance of 
names in the development of peo-
ple’s relationships with each other, 
relevant both in a historical context 
and in the furthering of relations 
between groups with fundamental 
political differences. The Bishop also 
picked up the theme of the Good 
Shepherd in relation to Christ Church 
and the work of our church here in 
Vienna, seeing Christ Church as a 
place in which the news of the Good 
Shepherd is proclaimed and lived. 

Those confirmed on 15 May were 
(in alphabetical order) Florian Agu, 
Emily Heaman-Dunn, James Klein, 
William Klein, Mark Lagasan, Sarah 
Beyer, Esther Davies (Zagreb), Mat-
thew Earwicker, Georgina England, 
Pavla Kusa, Isaac Nwankwere and 
John Rowat.

Confirmation 2011
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diocese was also represented there 
along with members of the Abbey 
community), the Queen made the 
presentations to the first half of 
the recipients. She came to us after 
Prince Philip had read the second 
lesson. She smiled graciously at each 
person and stopped now and then 
to speak briefly to a few individuals. 
As she passed we responded “Thank 
you, Ma’am”. During the distribution 
the choirs of Westminster Abbey and 
the Chapel Royal (both under the 
Queen’s jurisdiction) sang beauti-
fully including a piece by Brahms 
“Geistliches Lied” sung to the Ger-
man text.

After prayers we stood for the Na-
tional Anthem before the Queen 
left to do a walk-about and receive 
birthday greetings from the crowd 
waiting outside.  We were able to 
linger a moment in the Abbey where 
I had a chance to speak to Jenny and 
Michael Sullivan as well as friends 
from Bonn and Vienna. One of our 
locums, David Ratcliffe, was one of 
the Wandsmen whose job it is to 
look after the needs of the recipients. 
It was also a great joy to have my 
family from Vienna.  Patrick took 
part in the procession as the senior 
Archdeacon of our diocese.

Afterwards we had lunch hosted 
by the Dean in Church House in 
the room where the General Synod 
meets. It was wonderful to chat to 
the Bishops and meet other recipi-
ents from around the diocese.

This year’s Royal Maundy service 
took place in Westminster Abbey 

and it was a great honour for me to 
receive the Royal Maundy money 
from the Queen along with 30 other 
recipients from the Diocese of Eu-
rope. The total number of recipients 
was 170, 85 men and 85 women as 
the Queen on that day turned 85 
years old.

We gathered beforehand in Church 
House where we were given a brief 
welcome from the Lord High Almon-
er, the Rt Rev’d Nigel McColloch, the 
Bishop of Manchester.  After making 
our way to the Abbey we waited for 
the trumpet fanfare announcing the 
arrival of the Queen.  The trumpeters 
looked magnificent in their uniforms 
as they stood on the stone screen. 
The Queen looked lovely in a bright 
blue outfit and Prince Philip looked 
very good for his 90 years.

After the first lesson read by the 
Bishop of Sodor and Man (whose by
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... to Visit the Queen

It was indeed a great honour to re-
ceive the Royal Maundy, the 801st, 

especially as it happened on the 
Queen’s 85th birthday.  As could be 
expected, the procedure was precise 
and functioned perfectly.  Recipients´ 
companions (to provide assistance if 
needed, since one had to be over 70 
and there were some in wheelchairs) 
and guests had to be seated in the 
Abbey by 10.00. 

Recipients congregated at Church 
House nearby for a briefing, tea 
or coffee, with a chance to meet 
others and I could greet the Revds. 
Denis Moss from Budapest, Geof-
frey Evans from Ankara, Geoffrey 
Allen, Ray Jones from Ypres, Lady 
Marjorie Holmes from Corfu (she 
had entertained us royally at her 
home during our Archdeaconry 
Synod), Lindsay Renzulli from Bari, 
Sylvia Brautigam from the Bishop’s 
office, Jean Fountain-Wilson from 
Tenerife, Julian Aveling from Paris, 
Brian Bowyer from Lisbon, Edgar 
Wille from Prague, John Hall from 
Paris—all fellow Dioceasan Synod 
members—as well as Rosemarie 
Curran our Chaplain’s mother from 
Hamburg and Nancy Fjaellbrant from 
Gothenburg who had taken over my 
representation in Sweden.  We were 
escorted over to the Abbey at 10.30 
in brilliant sunshine. Our compan-
ions were seated directly behind us. 
My son Jeremy did the honours and 
had to anchor my hat that was in 
danger of falling off; our guests sat 
in the rows behind.
 

The pageantry was what the English 
do best: six groups processed, all 
beautifully and colourfully robed, 
the organ thundering, then the fan-
fare announced the arrival of Her 
Majesty and Prince Philip. After the 
Queen’s procession came that of 
The Royal Almonry, administrators 
of old for the Royal Maundy, with 
The Lord High Almoner and the four 
children carrying nosegays of flowers 
and herbs. This was reminiscent of 
the time when the washing of feet 
of the destitute necessitated three 
washings, each time in a silver bowl 
with warm water, flowers and herbs, 
before being washed in yet another 
bowl, then kissed by the Monarch.  
The washing of feet has been dis-
continued, but all from the Royal Al-
monry had towels tied around them.
 
The combined choirs of The Chapel 
Royal and the Abbey were mag-
nificent. Members of the Yeomen 
of the Guard carried the enormous 
brass Maundy Dishes bearing the 
red leather purses with a coin of 
£5 with the Queen’s image on one 
side and that of Prince Philip on the 
other, the first time ever, in honour 
of his 90th birthday, and a 50p coin 
to commemorate the 2012 Olympics 
in London. The white purses had a 
total value of 85p, the age of the 
Monarch. All coins were specially 
minted in silver for this occasion. 
After the awards were given on 
one side, Prince Philip standing as 
straight as a ramrod, read the second 
lesson without a quiver. 
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Then the awards were given on the 
other side, quite an exercise for 
Our Sovereign Lady! The National 
Anthem was sung resoundingly in 
the presence of Her Majesty. The 
fact that it was her 85th birthday 
meant that not a few had tears in 
their eyes while standing rigidly to 
attention. The final blessing by the 
Dean of the Abbey was followed by 
the processions again, to the strains 
of Elgar´s Allegro Maestoso from 
the Sonata in G Op 28.  Then came 
the peal of the bells as Her Majesty 
emerged to face the waiting crowds 
outside the Abbey. 
 
People asked if I was nervous, but I 
wasn’t. I simply took things in my 
stride and enjoyed it all.  My feel-
ings were heightened by the fact 
that this was the first time for more 
than 100 years that Maundy Thurs-
day had fallen on the Monarch’s 
birthday, and is unlikely to happen 
again for another 100 years. So I was 
glad that I was participating in this 
particular ceremony, 
representing the Dio-
cese. The Queen is 
still Queen of Jamai-
ca, with a Governor 
General representing 
her. Growing up in 
colonial Jamaica, we 
were loyal subjects 
with British passports 
and we liked to visit 
the “Mother Coun-
try”, where we felt 
at home, except for 

the climate, even before the flood of 
Caribbean immigration.

I recall that on the announcement of 
the Queen’s engagement in July 1947 
we were given a half-day holiday in 
my Anglican boarding school, with 
high tea and in the evening’s enter-
tainment we sang “All the nice girls 
love a sailor, all the nice girls love 
a tar”. Meeting her 64 years later 
brought back very vivid and pleasant 
memories. My mother was not a roy-
alist although my grandmother was, 
but both would have been proud to 
see me since both had been very 
active in the Anglican Church. From 
old church records, it was recently 
discovered that my grandmother’s 
father had donated the bricks used to 
build the church in which I grew up.  
 
Her Majesty has a most engaging 
smile and a flawless complexion. 
I curtsied and said “Thank you 
Ma’am” as I received the purses. A 
truly unforgettable experience! 
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Could women have composed 
some of the songs in the Hebrew 

Psalter? This is a question that has 
been much debated by critics, es-
pecially in the latter part of the 20th 
century, with the advent of feminist 
Biblical criticism. The consensus 
seems to be that, at the very least, the 
Psalter often draws on female-based 
imagery, as in the beautiful image in 
Psalm 131 of the soul’s connection to 
God being like that of a “weaned child 
with his mother” (Psalm 131:2 KJV).  

The fact that there are beautiful ma-
ternal images of God in the Psalter 
is not by itself, however, sufficient 
proof that some of the Psalms may 
have been composed by women. 
But it does suggest the possible in-
volvement of women in the Psalms’ 
composition—an idea strongly sup-
ported long before modern trends in 
feminist criticism by 19th-century 
Biblical scholars, who came to believe, 
based on their observations of living 
peoples, that the women of Israel had 
been intimately involved in the crea-
tion of Israel’s sacred poetry.

It is important to note, as Erhard S. 
Gerstenberger reminds us in his com-
mentary on the Psalms, that there can 
be “no firm proof of female author-
ship” of the Psalms since “authorship” 
is itself “too modern a concept when 
applied to psalm literature” (Psalms, 
Part 2, and Lamentations, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 2001, 
p. 362). In brief, poetry in the ancient 
world did not tend to be the work of a 
single individual but was, rather, oral 

and communal – something created 
by a group of “authors.”  The question 
is, then, could women have belonged 
to that composing community?

Nineteenth-century biblical crit-
ics believed that the community of 
authors that composed the Bible’s 
Hebrew poetry had included women, 
for two main reasons; the first was 
that the Bible told them so. Richard 
Green Moulton pointed out in 1915 
that in Exodus when the Israelites tri-
umphed at the Red Sea, it was Aaron’s 
sister Miriam who “took a timbrel in 
her hand; and all the women went 
out after her with timbrels and with 
dances.” (Exodus 15: 20 KJV). He 
believed that what this short passage 
described was the composition of 
oral call and response poetry (as we 
still find in African-American gospel 
music). 

The Bible suggests through its de-
scription of Miriam taking up her 
tambourine, and the other women 
following her, that she was the song 
leader, with the other women provid-
ing the echoing chorus; as Moulton 
explained: “she as leader uttered the 
first line of the couplet while the danc-
ers would respond with the second 
line.” (The Modern Study of Literature, 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1915, p. 11). Moulton believed that 
Miriam’s song, the poem recorded in 
Exodus 15, was composed by her and 
by her women, just as the Bible says.
By that time, scholars had come to 
understand that ancient Hebrew po-
etry had been composed in an echoing 
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form that Robert Lowth, a Professor 
of poetry at Oxford in the 18th cen-
tury, had labelled “parallelism.” As 
the Scottish scholar George Adam 
Smith explained before the British 
Royal Society in 1910, all the world’s 
earliest written poetry (Babylonian, 
Assyrian, Egyptian, and Hebrew) had 
been composed in this way. As an 
illustration of how such poetry was 
created, he quoted from a contempo-
rary song that had been heard sung 
by tribal peoples in modern Palestine:

Go now, my brother, and go,
Go to the region of Haleb.
Thou, the tattooed on the arms,
Who forgest the necklace of gold! 
(The Early Poetry of Israel. London: 
Oxford University Press, 1912, p. 13).

Smith explained that the echoing (or 
parallel) composition of such songs 
came out of oral call and response 
practices, in which the leader would 
call out a line and then a chorus 
would reply with a variation. As Smith 
observed, the Hebrew language itself 
supported this hypothesis about how 
ancient oral poetry had been created, 
as the Hebrew verbs for “the com-
position and singing of verses” are 
“mashal,” to “arrange,” and “anah,” 
“to respond.”(Early Poetry, p. 17).
 

After the evidence present in the Bible 
itself, the second main reason why 
19th-century Biblical critics came 
to believe that women had been the 
authors of some of the most ancient 
forms of call and response poetry 
(which underlies written parallelism) 
was based on “ethnographic re-
search,” in which scholars listened 
to the music of living peoples. George 
Smith argued that scholarly observa-
tion of nomadic tribes showed that 
among tribal peoples it was common 
for the women to remain in the camp 
while the men of the tribe went to war, 
and that the women were, therefore, 
the ones who composed the poetic 
verses used to greet “the return of 
their victorious warriors to the camp” 
and the “lamentation[s] of the dead” 
(Early Poetry, p. 30). 

These female poets were humorists, 
too, Smith noted, also producing 
“satires and taunts” (Early Poetry, p. 
30). Modern critics have found similar 
evidence of female group involvement 
in ancient poetry through the wording 
of some of the Psalms, including John 
F. Walvoord’s observation, for exam-
ple, that the term “Ălāmôt” in Psalm 
46 probably means “maidens” and 
may, therefore, “refer to a song sung 
by female voices” (Walvoord et. al. 

“And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; and all 
the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances.” Exodus 15: 20 KJV

è
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The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old 
Testament. Colorado Springs: David 
C. Cook, 1985, p.782). Nineteenth-
century critics also suggested that 
ancient poetry composed by women 
reflected a vantage point unique 
to them; as George Smith noted, 
“Women were frequently spectators 
of the tribal battles, and since they 
were more free than the fighters to 
see the whole action and more able 
to award praise and blame, it does not 
surprise us to find from women some 
of the most vivid ballads of war” (Early 
Poetry, p.30). 

Such critics came to believe so 
strongly in the female authorship of 
parts of the Hebrew scriptures that 
they made unambiguous statements 
on the matter, as Smith did in his 

assertion before the Royal Society that 
Deborah had most likely authored the 
Biblical verses attributed to her and 
if she “did not make them” then, he 
believed, “some other woman did” 
(Early Poetry, p.82). 

What these 19th-century critics con-
tended, in short, was that many of 
the world’s earliest written poems, 
including the poems of the ancient 
Israelites, began as oral, communal, 
call and response poems created in 
large part, some perhaps exclusively, 
by women. Regardless of who eventu-
ally wrote down the Psalms, these po-
ems, with their parallel forms, contain 
within them early roots in the Israel-
ites’ communal call and response oral 
poetry and, thus, likely also, historic 
ties to female authorship.

Sharon Hamilton will be returning to 
Canada this summer with her husband 
Dennis Cole after less than two years in 
Vienna. Despite the brevity of their time 
with us, they have made an enormous 
contribution to the life of Christ Church. 
Sharon, a professor of English literature, 
has conducted several sessions of Sound-
ings, and has regularly contributed inter-
esting articles to this magazine. Her 
profound knowledge of literature, including the Bible, coupled with her strong 
Christian ideals, have both guided, instructed and inspired all those who listened 
to, or read, her words. Dennis and Sharon have supported Christ Church in 
every way possible, attended most activities, and have a “fixed” spot in the front 
pew on the left! Last year, they ran a very successful Alpha course on Christian 
fundamentals in their home (see Crossways no. 51). Sharon took over the 
Church library in June 2010. They will be sorely missed both for their valuable 
involvement in our church and the community and for their human qualities that 
have endeared them to so many. We hope to see them back in Vienna soon!
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14
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Monday Tuesday

12

19

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings (KJV)

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings (KJV)

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

Trinity Sunday

First Sunday after Trinity
26

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with the choir of 
 Trinity College, Dublin
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Choral Evensong with Trinity College

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service  

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Six O’clock Service
18.30 Pentecost Bonfire in Himberg

Pentecost

5

Sunday

Seventh Sunday of Easter

St. Peter and  
St. Paul

June 2011

13
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25

16
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22

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Guitar and  
 Meditations

09.30 Holy Communion

10.00 Toddler Group

18.00 Ecumenical Forum  
 of Christian  
 Women in Austria

10.00 Sung Eucharist

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

Wednesday

29 30

14

7

Tuesday

15.00 Bring and Share  
 BBQ

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Church Council

Corpus Christi Birth of St. John  
the Baptist

23

St. Peter and  
St. Paul

Thursday

11

Ascension Day

r e t r e a t

“And there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon 
each of them. And they were all filled 

with the Holy Ghost, and began to 
speak with other tongues, as  

the Spirit gave them utterance.”

Friday Saturday
3 4

Acts 2:3
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Guitar and meditation
The cancelled guitar solo and meditation with Richard Lammiman and Patrick 
Curran will now be on Wednesday, 22 June, at 19.00. The meditation will be 
based on guitar piece entitled Sakura meaning cherry blossom. The music is 
based on a Japanese folk song for which Yocoh Yuquijiro (born 1925) wrote 
the theme and variations.

The last session of Soundings is on Tuesday, 21 June. Dr. Sharon Hamilton and 
Johanna Cabili-Reuss will present in word and song the poems of Emily Dickinson 
(1830-1886). This will be the last time that Sharon will lead us through some 
beloved poetry. We have immensely enjoyed her earlier sessions and now look 
forward to this final session before she and her husband Dennis Cole return to 
Canada this summer.
The two other June sessions will conclude the engaging series on the King 
James Bible to mark the 400th anniversary of its publication. The title page of 
the King James Version states, “THE HOLY BIBLE, Conteyning the Old Testa-
ment, AND THE NEW: Newly Translated out of the Originall tongues: & with the 
former Translations diligently compared and revised, by his Majesties speciall 
Comandement.” [sic]

.

Revd. Aileen Hackl has organized a lecture series to mark the 400th anniversary 
of the King James Version of the Bible. Speakers will be the Drs. Sharon Hamilton 
and Jutta Henner (Austrian Bible Society), Matthew Earwicker, Jady Koch, Patrick 
Curran and Laura Fairburn. The lecture series concludes on 14 June.

There is a regular Sunday morning Bible Study Group, led by Claus Vogl, 
that meets in the church office before the 10.00 service. Enquirers are always 
welcome. Please contact Claus for further information. The Prayer Ministry 
group meets ten times a year. The Chaplain is looking for new members to join 
and become a part of this vital part of our church’s ministry. Our next meeting 
is at 19.00 on 15 June. 

Choral Evensong
The chapel choir of Trinity College, Dublin are joining us for our services on 
Sunday, 5 June at 10.00 and 18.00 hours. The preachers that Sunday are Mat-
thew Earwicker (Sunday, 5 June, 10.00) and the Revd. Darren McCallig, Chaplain 
of Trinity College, Dublin (Sunday, 5 June, 18.00).
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This year’s retreat conductor is the Revd. Richard Carter. He is attached to St 
Martin-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar Square, London.  The retreat title is “Magnificat: 
exploring the nature of God’s call and our response.” The titles for the individual 
sessions are from the Magnificat (Mary’s Song, Luke 1.46-55). (1) My soul magnifies 
the Lord, (2) My Spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, (3) His mercy is for those who fear 
him, (4) He has brought down the mighty from their thrones and lifted up the lowly.

It has been our custom on Pentecost over the past few years to wear something 
red or white to symbolise the Holy Spirit and/or to wear our national dress to 
underscore the message that God in Christ is reconciling us to himself in our 
diversity, thereby affirming all that is well pleasing in his sight. We will also, as 
in previous years, hear members of the congregation read from the Acts of the 
Apostles in their native language—indeed a special day. 

Nikki and Ted Scheiber have kindly invited us to join them for the annual Pente-
cost bonfire in Himberg, on 12 June at 18.30. At sunset we will light the bonfire 
and have a short service with songs around the fire. Refreshments, drinks, sau-
sages and Semmeln will be available. Donations welcome. It is possible to get 
to Himberg by public transport or catch a lift. Nearer the time, please tell Nikki 
if you are coming so that she knows how many to cater for.

Christ Church is planning another Youth and Family Retreat for Saturday, 17 
September from 10.15-18.30. Please mark this September date in your calendar. 
This year the retreat will be especially suitable for families with young children. 
More details in the next issue of Crossways.

Ascension Day, Thursday, 2 June
There will be a Sung Eucharist to mark this major feast of the Christian year 
at 10.00.

Prayer Ministry
We will meet on Wednesday, 15 June at 19.00. Laura Fairburn will start us off 
with a Bible Study. If you would like to join us please contact the Chaplain.

Reading Group
The book for our next meeting is The Buddha of Suburbia by Hanif Kureishi. We 
will meet at the Church Centre on Thursday, 4 August, 18.30.
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Bishop David Hamid took time 
during his two-day visit to meet 

and exchange views with as many 
congregation members as possible.  
His primary mission was to take 
the confirmation service that turned 
out to be solemn, impressive and 
educational (see previous page). His 
visit was certainly memorable with 
several highlights:

Council meeting
Following rehearsals for the confir-
mation service, the Bishop joined 
a Church Council meeting kindly 
hosted by Council Member and 
Archdeaconry Synod Representa-
tive Angela Peake-Herzog. Council 
members informed him that the 
church congregation was a diverse 

group drawn from across the world; 
that the Church has an effective 
youth outreach; and the website 
was being further developed. He was 
briefed about Soundings, the Sunday 
School, the Pebbles group and sup-
port systems as well as the finances 
of the Church. The Venerable Patrick 
Curran made special mention of the 
vital role of some distinguished fund 
raisers, especially Diana Dopheide 
and her church shop assistants. He 
spoke of the deployment of resources 
and the resultant layer of complexity 
related to changes in the legal status 
of Christ Church in Austria.  

An obviously impressed Bishop Da-
vid responded.  He deemed Christ 
Church to be “in good hands”; there 
was no conflict among the priests; 
and the clergy seemed to “hold 
things together.” The Bishop advised 
continued outreach to the commu-
nity in which the Church lived. He 
spoke of a need to encourage new 
ways of making use of new com-
munication tools, such as the social 
network media, given the scattered 
nature of the dioceses. Bishop David, 
himself, has his own blog on the net. 

Bring-and-Share
The Bishop and Council then re-
paired to the equally delightful home 
of Elizabeth Stanners, a stone throw 
away from Angela’s. Elisabeth was 
hosting a “Bring-and-Share” that 
was gracefully and attractively ar-
ranged with a variety of delicious 
dishes. The evening included an 
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Welcome, Bishop David
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informative presen-
tation by the Bishop 
on Women in the 
Episcopate, essen-
tially, women’s min-
istry in the Anglican 
Communion or, more 
specifically, in the 
Church of England.  
The backdrop is the 
expected legislation 
on the consecration 
of women bishops in 
the Episcopate.  

Bishop David informed the gathering 
that the arguments for-and-against 
revolved around the edict of the 
scripture; the place of tradition; 
ecumenical reasons; and customs, 
culture, society and mission. With 
rhetorical flourish, Bishop David 
presented what sounded like a deli-
cate balance and heightened expec-
tations: both sides in the argument 
(for and against the consecration of 
women bishops) had rather strong 
views and were convincing in their 
argumentation.

David Hamid’s presentation was 
a razor-sharp analysis of where 
the discussion stands today. But 
the Bishop skilfully kept his own 
views on the matter to himself.  His 
personal opinion is still a closely 
guarded secret. Even respectful, 
gentle persuasion from the gather-
ing yielded no results. He would not 
be moved.  He said Christ Church 
should determine its own stand 

when and if a general poll takes 
place.

In summary, the Bishop’s visit was 
a success. A relieved Patrick Cur-
ran, who had left virtually no stone 
unturned in planning the visit,        
thanked all who had helped with 
the preparation.  The Bishop himself 
—apparently an admirer of the City 
of Vienna—left with what a Council 
member said was a positive, healthy 
impression of the Church and he was 
eagerly looking forward to a next 
visit. Speculation: the Bishop’s own 
probable résumé was that the church 
was a most precious stone, but not 
yet a jewel.

Photo by Jady Koch



Bishop David is the lead bishop for 
pastoral oversight of the archdeacon-
ries of Gibraltar, France, and Germa-
ny and Northern Europe. Throughout 
the diocese he has responsibility for 
ministry and vocation matters.
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The day started with birdsong, 
soon drowned out by the 

four wheels of my small suitcase 
clattering over the lumps and bumps 
of Graf Starhemberg Gasse. The train 
to Villach was smoother and quieter 
and scattered primroses were among 
the early signs of spring. This was 
to be half of the journey to Venice. 
We climbed through Payerbach-
Reichenau and Klamm-Schottwein, 
names that for me are infused with 
the drama and romance of the 
surrounding landscape. Descending 
from the Semmering Pass, frosted 
fields gleamed silver-gold in the sun. 
From Villach the journey continued 
by bus; at night there’s a direct train. 
The bus windows afforded as good a 
view of the Alps as the train. I only 
missed the freedom to walk up and 
down the corridor. The road through 
the plain then takes you to Mestre 
from where it is easy to doubt that 
shimmering Canaletto views are only 
a vaporetto’s ride away.  

But they weren’t, and it also turned 
out that Canaletto painted more for 

the wealthy foreign market than for 
the Venetians themselves, presenting 
something that was rather more 
perfect perhaps than the reality. 
Weaving a path with difficulty 
through the crowds on the Riva 
dei Schiavoni and then seeing part 
of the façade of the Doge’s Palace 
obliterated by swathes of electric 
blue came as a shock. Toyota was 
telling the world that they were 
not only sponsoring the restoration 
of this exquisite building but also 
balancing their environment books 
by supporting the development of 
wind power. It was my friend Libby’s 
first visit to La Serenissima and this, 
along with the proliferation of stalls 
selling T-shirts with...yes, ‘Wayne’ 
slashed across them, left us with a 
decidedly tacky feel as we headed for 
the calle in the far corner of  Piazza 
San Marco. It took less than five 
minutes for us to be convinced that if 
we never saw another jewelled mask 
we would not feel short-changed. 
But, as is the way with Venezia, 
the labyrinth of calle and canals can 
lead you quickly away from crowded 

streets and retail excess and into 
a different world, the noise shut 
off behind you as if someone 
has suddenly taken charge of 
the volume control. 

It was just off a quiet bridge—
ironically, the Ponte della Guerra 
—that we found the Istituto 
San Giuseppe. Exceptionally 
reasonable for Venice, this 
convent provided a clean no-

In Search of Serenity
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frills room where almost 
the only noise was the 
sound of children at play in 
the Scuola Materna run by 
the sisters. Some might find 
their freedom curtailed by 
the strict 22.30 curfew at 
night, but an early morning 
exit is never a problem. 
Breakfast is not provided 
but you don’t have to 
go further than a few 
metres for the obligatory 
cappuccino and cornetto, even if a 
good bowl of porridge or muesli 
would certainly fortify you better for 
the day ahead. 

You are also never far from a church 
in Venice where your soul is quickly 
beguiled by a Bellini Madonna 
and Child and bombarded by the 
power of Titian and Tintoretto. 
The one masterpiece I couldn’t 
miss from a visit five years earlier 
was Tintoretto’s stupendous The 
Presentation of the Virgin in the Temple 
in the church of Madonna dell’Orto. 
This was Tintoretto’s parish church 
—he lived round the corner—but 
it is relatively unvisited by tourists 
and has a decidedly “off the beaten 
track” feel to it. 

On the no. 41 vaporetto we got 
“non c’è bisogno di pagare”, both 
there and back. The cemetery of 
San Michele must have seemed an 
unlikely destination for a couple of 
tourists. This was indeed peace. Be-
hind the beautiful Renaissance walls 

we found death hanging quietly but 
heavily in the white marble walls of 
the cremation section. In the broken 
gravestones beyond – devastated by 
time or people – we searched out 
Diaghilev and Stravinsky, but failed 
to find Ezra Pound, and learnt a thing 
or two about all three.  

The Byzantine Basilica of San Marco 
does draw the crowds, like nothing 
else. If you develop an allergy, as 
we did, to everything that surrounds 
it you can file in quietly and easily 
early on a Sunday morning, and 
probably at other times, for a Mass 
and the chance to gaze unhurriedly 
at the opulence and beauty around 
you. This was our last morning and 
our heads were full of all we’d seen 
and done. Venice is a head turner – 
therein lies its glory and its tragedy. 
Unbridled tourism destroys the 
soul of a place and brings a kind of 
consumerist desolation of its own. 
It has engulfed the main arteries of 
Venice. We were glad to have found 
some of its lifeblood.
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A few weeks ago, I had the bitter-
sweet pleasure of attending my 

final Post Ordination Training (POT) 
module. Affectionately called “POTty 
training,” this is a requirement for 
newly ordained deacons and priests 
in the Church of England and has 
been established to help with the 
transition and early development 
of ministers as he or she begins to 
come to grips with the reality of 
being ordained as a minister of the 
Gospel. The entire curacy process 
lasts four years and involves, in ad-
dition to six POT sessions, a series of 
evaluations by one’s incumbent, the 
Director of Ordinands and, eventu-
ally, the Bishop. This is all in place to 
ensure both that the newly ordained 
receive proper support and care as 
well as making sure that the Church 
of England is providing capable and 
duly trained ministers for further 
deployment.
 
Shortly after my ordination to the 
priesthood in 2008, I attended my 

first POT in Ely, Cambridgeshire, 
UK. However, since this is not a part 
of the Episcopal Church’s training 
scheme, I had no idea what to ex-
pect! There, in Ely, in the shadow 
of its massive cathedral, I began to 
reflect and process the profundity of 
what had just taken place at my or-
dination by Bishop David (on behalf 
of my Episcopal Bishop, John Howe) 
in Wiesbaden only two months 
earlier. While all Christians are, by 
virtue of their identification with 
Christ, called to be ministers, there 
are many different ways that people 
are called to participate in the body 
of Christ. What I began to reflect 
upon is that while we are all called 
to our particular vocations, profes-
sional or otherwise, to be called to 
the ordained ministry is unique in 
that it is incumbent upon us to make 
explicit what is implicit in the life and 
witness of other members of Christ’s 
body, the church. That is, we are 
called to preach. 

POT(ty) TRAINED

Revd. Jady Koch
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That does not mean, as it is often 
understood, that only the sermon is 
important, but that we are called to 
literally speak for God and tell his 
people what he has done for them in 
Christ. In the Epistle to the Romans, 
chapter 10, the Apostle Paul explains 
it as follows: “How then will they 
call on him in whom they have not 
believed? And how are they to believe 
in him of whom they have never 
heard? And how are they to hear 
without someone preaching? And 
how are they to preach unless they 
are sent?” What POT ensures is that 
those whom the Church has sent will 

not be left alone during the first few 
years of their new lives, but will be 
cared for and looked after by those 
who have gone before. Looking back 
on my time at POT, I have nothing but 
warm memories and deep apprecia-
tion for all the people who made it 
possible for me to take part in this 
amazing programme. Wherever we 
go after our curacy is over, the two 
things that we will take from Vienna 
will be the two amazing gifts that we 
have been given through our work 
and ministry here with you all and 
the opportunity that it has afforded 
me to take part in POT. 

On 15 May: Florian Agu, Emily Heaman-Dunn, 
James Klein, William Klein, Mark Lagasan, 
Sarah Beyer, Esther Davies (Zagreb),Matthew 
Earwicker, Georgina England, Pavla Kusa, Isaac 
Nwankwere, John Rowat.
Robert Reuss was received into the Church of 
England on 15 May.

From the Church Registers

Tonya Oluomachukwu ONWUMELU on 1 May 
2011
Vivienne Nonyem UKAEJE on 1 May 2011
Leyli Margarete Ann WEINLÄNDER on 8 May 
2011

The funeral took place on 25 May 2011 at the 
Zentralfriedhof of Margarete Smith, wife of 
Fred Smith
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The Melanesian Brotherhood, an 
indigenous Anglican religious 

community, working together with 
the Sisters of Melanesia, The Sisters 
of the Church and the Society of St. 
Francis, became known for their 
brave work for peace when an ethnic 
conflict broke out in the Solomon 
Islands in 1999. Fearlessly cross-
ing the militant road blocks, they 
worked to get supplies through to 
the innocent trapped by the conflict, 
to negotiate the release of hostages 
and to search for the missing, injured 
and the dead.

The Melanesian Brothers risked their 
lives camping between enemy lines, 
visiting the militants to try and stop 

The Seven Martyrs

the violence, hatred and misunder-
standing. The community, which 
lives a life of Gospel simplicity and 
prayer, was instrumental in bringing 
peace to the nation. In 2003, while 
engaged in the work of peacemaking 
and trying to persuade the militant 
groups to disarm, one of the broth-
ers was taken hostage by militant 
leader Harold Keke on the Weather 
Coast of Guadalcanal and it was 
rumoured that he had been killed. 
On 24 April 2003, six of the Melane-
sian Brothers went in search of him 
and were also taken hostage. For 
four months, Christians all over the 
world prayed for their release. When 
an Australian and New Zealand led 
intervention force was sent to the 
Solomon Islands to restore peace, it 
was discovered that all seven Broth-
ers had been murdered on arrival. 
Harold Keke handed himself over 
to the intervention force without a 
bullet being fired and he and his men 
renounced the armed struggle.

The seven Melanesian Brothers 
are remembered throughout the 
Solomon Islands for their courage 
and an example of Christian faith 
and costly love which has helped 
to overcome prejudice and offer an 
example of Christian hope to the 
Solomon Islands and beyond. They 
are also remembered in the Chapel of 
Martyrs in Canterbury Cathedral and 
the Basilica of Saint Bartholomew in 
Rome and in the Church’s calendar 
each year on 24 April the date that 
three of them were killed.
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The names of the Seven Martyred 
Brothers are: Brother Robin Lindsay, 
Brother Francis Tofi, Brother Tony 
Sirihi, Brother Alfred Hill, Brother 
Patteson Gatu, Brother Ini Parata-
batu and Brother Nathaniel Sado

Revd Richard Carter who for many 
years worked as tutor and chaplain 
to the community, and eventually 
became a brother himself kept a di-
ary through these agonizing times. 
This later became a book In Search 
of the Lost: the death and life of seven 
peacemakers of the Melanesian Broth-
erhood (Canterbury Press, 2006). In 
this account he tells the harrow-
ing story of the loss of those seven 
brothers and the aftermath of those 
deaths as the community and nation 
tried to make sense of the violence 
and tragedy. 

The book recounts the challenge of 
living the Christian faith when con-
fronted by fear and great loss and the 
way towards redemption and heal-
ing. It is thus a story for everyone. 

In his preface to this book Rowan 
Williams writes “This wonderful 
book brings together the vision of 
the Melanesian Brotherhood, the 
struggle to make sense of the strug-
gle and trauma of these years, the 
overflowing of their witness and 
their freedom to communicate across 
cultures with confidence and vigour. 
It is one of the most truly evangeli-
cal books I have read in a long time: 
Good News for all of us, a testimony 



T h e  R e v d . 
R i c h a r d 
Carter,  who 
is leading this 
year’s Retreat, 
is a priest at 
St Martin-in-
the-Fields in 
London, where 
he is responsible for the Education 
Programme, International Work 
and Chaplain to The Connection 
at St Martin’s, which provides 
support  for  homeless and 
vulnerable people in London and 
ministers to refugees and asylum 
seekers. Before his ordination in 
1992, he worked as a lecturer in 
English Literature and Drama. 
Richard has an MA in Theology 
from Leeds University and studied 
at the College of the Resurrection.

to the fidelity of Jesus Christ in his 
people and to his people, the world 
over.  Fr Timothy Radcliffe OP writes: 
“This account of the martyrdom of 
seven members of the Melanesian 
Brotherhood is deeply moving. His 
account of how the brothers lived 
through and beyond the tragedy is 
profoundly honest, never flinching 
in his description of the pain and 
moments of uncertainty. It is the 
story of the triumph of hope over 
despair and of God’s creative grace 
over destruction. The book will make 
you weep and laugh and strengthen 
your faith.” 
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE    TIME       EVENT

June 2 (Thurs) 10.00 Ascension Day: Sung Eucharist

June 5 (Sun) 10.00 Sung Eucharist with the 

  Trinity College Dublin Choir

 18.00 Choral Evensong & Trinity College Dublin Choir

June 8 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council

June 9 (Thurs) 18.00 Ecumenical Forum of Christian Women   

  in Austria 

June 12 (Sun) 18.30 Pentecost Bonfire in Himberg

June 15 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

June 17-19  Retreat at Stift Göttweig: Revd. Richard Carter

June 25 (Sat) 15.00 Bring and Share BBQ

Aug. 20 (Sat)  Walk on the Rax

Aug. 31 (Weds) 18.30 Church Council 

Sept. 4 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

Sept. 10 (Sat)  Parish Outing to Carnuntum

Sept. 17 (Sat) 10.15 Youth and Family Retreat

Sept. 18 (Sun) 16.00 Animal blessing service

Sept. 22-25  Archdeaconry Synod

Oct. 2 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving

Oct. 8 (Sat) 17.00 Nigerian Fest

Oct. 19 (Weds) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Oct. 23 (Sun) 10.00 Laying-on of hands during the 10.00 service

Oct.25 (Tues)  Various events: 80th anniversary of the Bonn  

  Agreement between the Old Catholics and the  

  Church of England

Nov. 13 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Service

Nov. 19 (Sat) 10.30 Annual Bazaar

Nov. 23 (Nov) 18.30 Church Council
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Personal Ads and Notices

KlavierKlasse – PianoStudio
Wouldn’t you like to learn the piano if 
it were exciting, intelligent, refreshing 
and supporting? From absolute 
beginners to the concert podium, for 
children, adults, advanced learners 
and beginners of any age. Contact: 
Lourenço Finatti, 0676/3323422 or 
finatti@utanet.at (www.finatti.com)

Computer Service Vienna
Gary fixes and installs your computer, 
printer, Internet connection etc.
Fast - Reliable - Affordable
www.ComputerServiceVienna.com                 
Hotline: 0650/689 57 57

T
his space is reserved for m

em
bers of the congregation to place private ads. 

O
thers w

ill be asked to pay a sm
all charge to help tow

ards printing costs.

English-speaking Counsellor
Austrian born, US-trained Counsellor, 
w i th  a  broad  background in 
counselling and marriage and family 
therapy in a multicultural setting 
offers counselling/therapy services to 
the international community Contact 
details: Tel. 06991/7095031 or olson.
charlotte@gmail.com. 

English play group in Vienna 22
A lively song and dance play group for 
under-threes in Vienna 22 meets from 
15.00-17.00 on Tuesday afternoons 
with singing from 14.45. While 
toddlers and babies enjoy the action 
songs, mothers (or fathers) can 
have a congenial get-together and 
a chance to make new friends. Call 
0699/17730901.

Personal Assistant
An experienced Personal Assistant/Co 
ordinator with experience in health 
care for elderly and handicapped 
people in the UK is looking for a 
position in Vienna as a Personal 
Assistant or Coordinator. Contact 
details: petra_kusa@yahoo.co.uk or 
0650 831 81 68.

Nanny wanted
English-speaking (preferably native 
speaker) nanny sought for baby due 
at the end August, living in or out 
(1st district of Vienna). No evenings 
or weekend work necessary. For 
further info tel. 0680 2079820

The Easter Fire, Holy Saturday 2011

cmichale
Rechteck



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




