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Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

This month’s cover shows part of an altarpiece 
(Maestà of Duccio) by Duccio di Buoninsegna, 
painted from 1308-1311, of the Madonna and 
Child and All Saints and Angels for the cathe-
dral of Sienna. All Saints Day is 1 November.

Claus
Rechteck
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Judy

Anyone who thought that saints had long, wavy 
hair, wore flowing garments or sported a halo 

had reason to adjust this image in the past few weeks. 
There has been a veritable spate of new saints—men 
and women who look just like ordinary people, who in 
fact are ordinary people, but with one difference. They 
have devoted, or in many cases sacrificed, their lives 
in the service of others. It is not surprising that there 
should have been a number of candidates for sainthood 
or beatification (the third step towards sainthood). After 
all, the early centuries of the previous millennium did 
not have a monopoly on goodness or godliness. Today’s 
global village allows access by any individual to an infi-
nite number of others, unlike the situation two thousand 
years ago when only the fewest travelled outside their 
towns, let alone countries or continents. The impact of 
contemporary sainthood is vastly magnified. 

On 1 November, we remember both those saints whose 
names have been in our prayers since childhood as well 
as those who have recently joined the list. The follow-
ing day, we pray for people who in their own way, had 
many of the attributes of sainthood: mothers who gave 
us the greatest gifts of all, life, a happy childhood, sup-
port throughout our formative years, comfort and advice 
when we reached maturity; teachers who instilled in us 
a joy of learning and imparted the skills needed for our 
future lives; soldiers, police officers, fire-fighters, airline 
pilots and others who literally laid down their lives for 
our freedom or safety; doctors, nurses and others in 
the medical field whose profession was never a job but 
a vocation; clergymen and women who provided daily 
spiritual guidance as well as comfort in our darkest 
hours; members of religious orders who looked after 
the most needy and vulnerable members of society; 
carers of the elderly and those working in hospices 
who ensured that the dying were neither lonely nor 
afraid; missionaries, peace-workers, those working 
with charities ... fortunately for humanity, the list is 
endless. In addition to those who opted for a vocational 
career, each of us will have crossed the paths of people 
whose mere presence made this world a better place 
for others through their compassion, humility and 
selflessness. We will remember them on 2 November.  
God rest their souls.
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

Wh e n  a  f r i e n d 
comes to visit 

who is an undertaker 
(now more commonly 
called a funeral director), 
there are certain places 
I am bound to take my 
visitor: the crematorium, 

the Zentralfriedhof (main cemetery) 
and the funeral museum (Bestat-
tungsmuseum). The Zentralfriedhof 
is a favourite tourist destination, 
especially for those who love music 
since numerous greats are bur-
ied there: Beethoven, Brahms and 
Strauss, to name but a few. The 
Zentralfriedhof is the second largest 
cemetery in Europe after the Ohls-
dorf Cemetery in Hamburg.

The two funerals we witnessed were 
both non-Christian. One was con-
ducted by the mourners themselves 
and the other was conducted by a 
funeral orator. A funeral orator is 
someone brought in (paid) to give 
some shape and form to the cer-
emony instead of a priest or any 
other religious minister. The orator 

will give a brief summary of the de-
ceased’s life, possibly read a poem 
or two; whether prayers are said I 
assume is left up to the family. It 
is evident that the call on Christian 
funerals in Vienna is dramatically 
in decline. Just over fifty per cent of 
funerals in Vienna are still overtly 
Christian and in the short term the 
numbers are bound to decrease. The 
factors that have led to this develop-
ment are many. They are, amongst 
others, secularization, an increasing 
multi-faith community and the many 
thousands who have left the Roman 
Catholic Church in Vienna over the 
past twenty years. 

A person who has left the Roman 
Catholic Church in Austria or in 
Germany is no longer entitled to the 
services of the church. Leaving the 
Roman Catholic Church means that 
the person concerned is no longer 
required to pay what is termed 
church tax (Kirchensteuer). Often the 
Old Catholic Church (Alt-Katholische 
Kirche) in Austria or in Germany 
steps into the breach, ensuring 

that the deceased is com-
mended to God and the 
community of mourners 
comforted in their grief 
with the hope that is dis-
tinctly Christian. 

There is much debate 
about refusing Christian 
services at  moments 
of greatest need—i.e. 
whether or not such 



5

a stance is compatible with the 
Christian faith. Our inclination 
as members of the Church of 
England is to ask “how can this 
be?” However what the church tax 
system establishes is a link of mutual 
responsibility. The presence of the 
church in society through its priests, 
lay workers, churches and myriads 
of organizations, does cost. Each 
member should want to contribute, 
according to their means, towards 
its upkeep. I agree, but I am also 
painfully aware that the church is 
to live sacrificially being above all a 
sign of hope, mercy and comfort in 
the face of death.

Our tour ended with a visit to the 
wooden tower overlooking the build-
ing site that once was the Südbah-
nhof (southern train station). From 
here you could take the train twice 
a day to Venice non-stop! Here you 
would catch your connection for 
the Orient Express. Presently this 
site is one of the largest construc-
tion sites in Europe. The wooden 
tower has been given the succinct, 

but I find unfortunate, name, 
Bahnorama. It was a sunny 
day and we could see the 
Kahlenberg and 
Leopoldsberg, the 
Danube and the 
airport, but above 
all we could see 
the workers laying the 
foundations for the new 
Vienna central train station 
with ancillary service and 
apartment buildings. I was 
reminded of the hope that is 
ours and that is summed up 
in words from the Book of 
Revelation: “And the one who 
was seated on the throne said, ‘See, 
I am making all things new.’” These 
words are preceded by the comfort-
ing declaration, “God will wipe every 
tear from their eyes. Death will be no 
more; mourning and crying and pain 
will be no more, for the first things 
have passed away.”

You will find in this issue of Crossways, a bank payment slip for 
the next ten issues of the magazine. As in the past, you are kindly 

requested to transfer €20 (or less for singles/students) to help offset the 
cost of printing and postage. I would like to remind you that the produc-
tion of Crossways itself is a voluntary contribution to the life of our church 
on the part of the Editor, contributors and those who address and post 
the magazine. Next month will be the fiftieth issue, completing five years 
of publication. By contributing to costs, you will be both supporting the 

continuation of the magazine and showing your appreciation of it.
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Ambassador Alfredo Labbé

Chile has been centre-stage in the 
world’s media since the mining dis-
aster of 5 August and we all shared 
in the country’s joy when the last of 
the trapped miners was hoisted to 
safety. You must be very proud to 
be a representative of your country.
Well, yes. But it has been a miracle. 
Our Scientific Counsellor at the Mis-
sion—an engineer—explained to 
me the risks involved in the rescue 
operation. The capsule negotiated 
700 metres of different kinds of soil, 
including sand. God was with us all 
the time! 

How long have you been in your 
country’s diplomatic service?
After I had completed my university 
studies, I sat an exam to enter the 
diplomatic service. I had asked God 
for guidance on my career choice and 
took it as a clear answer from Him 
that I managed to pass the various 
tests and interviews, despite the fact 
that I was a Protestant from a pro-
vincial town without connections and 
with a state school education. When 
the final list was published, with 50 
places and over two thousand candi-
dates, I searched through the list from 
the bottom up with a growing sense 
of despair, only to find that my name 
was actually in second place! My first 

posting after the Diplomatic Academy 
was to Ecuador, in 1977. This was a 
time of considerable unrest in many 
Latin American countries. Marxism 
was the ideological hard currency for 
many and in many universities there 
was a lot of political activity. There 
were serious tensions between Chile 
and some of its neighbours. From 
1980-1981 I was posted in Nicaragua 
before a stint back in the ministry 
where I began a lengthy association 
with Peruvian affairs. In 1984, I was 
assigned to Lima and attended the 
Good Shepherd Anglican Church, 
where I was on the Church Council 
and served as Chaplain’s warden and 
where our daughter was baptised. 

H.E. Alfredo Labbé, Ambassador of Chile to Austria and Permanent Repre-
sentative to the international organizations in Vienna, arrived in Austria 
this summer and was first seen at Christ Church, with his wife Mónica, on 4 
July. Since then he is a familiar figure at the 10 o’clock service. The following 
interview not only charts his interesting career, but reflects his commitment 
to the Anglican Church and his profound love and understanding of history.
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Back in Santiago, I served again at 
the Peruvian desk and briefly as head 
of the South American department.

When was your first European post?
After ten years of service in Latin 
America, I requested a posting in 
Hungary. For many years, Chile had 
suspended diplomatic relations with 
[former] Eastern bloc countries, so it 
was an interesting time of transition. 
While Eastern Europe was moving 
politically from far left to centre, Chile 
was moving from far right to centre. 
There were many socialists in Chile 
who had been in exile in the Soviet 
bloc countries and for whom the col-
lapse of communism was a shattering 
experience. 

During my assignment in Budapest, 
I often came to Vienna, where I at-
tended Christ Church and got to 
know the late Ven. Jeremy Peake. In 
Budapest, Protestants worshipped 
together  in a room located in the 
British Embassy. Eventually, the Hun-
garian Government returned property 
to a number of organizations and the 
Church of Scotland regained a school 
and chapel. The English-speaking de-
nominations all held joint services in 
the chapel of the Church of Scotland. 

Jeremy came to Budapest to lead our 
services from time to time, and on 
at least one occasion stayed with 
us. I was a member of the church 
council and had a number of other 
responsibilities including that of ad-
ministering the chalice. The Anglicans 

were later given their own church, St. 
Margaret’s.

Coming from a country where some 
90 per cent of the population are 
nominally Roman Catholic, when and 
how did you become an Anglican?
I was in fact baptised into the Presby-
terian Church—a tiny denomination 
in Chile some 5,000 strong at that 
time—by my maternal grandfather 
who was a minister. I grew up in 
Rancagua, a provincial town south 
of Santiago. Most Protestants—par-
ticularly Presbyterians and Method-
ists—had been converted from Ca-
tholicism by American missionaries 
as far back as the nineteenth century. 
My father joined the Presbyterian 
church when he married my mother, 
and became an active member of the 
church. When Monica and I married 
in 1983, we opted to join the Anglican 
church that seemed  to us a good 
compromise for a Roman Catholic-
Presbyterian union. Earlier on, I had 
attended a Chilean-Anglican church, 
the Iglesia Anglicana de Providencia, 
alternating between that church and 
the Presbyterian church. Monica’s 
three sons from her first marriage 
have remained Roman Catholic, but 
our daughter, Carolina, was bap-
tised and confirmed in the Church 
of England. 

Have you managed to attend an 
Anglican church in all your previous 
duty stations?
Certainly. After my assignment in 
Budapest, I was posted to Damascus, 

è
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Syria, where I was Chargé d’Affaires. 
Professionally speaking, this was a 
fascinating experience, particularly 
in view of the peace process going 
on at that time. Everyone took me 
for an Arab and tried to speak to me 
in Arabic! 

Ours was an interdenominational 
parish that met at St. John’s, a Mel-
kite1 church in Damascus. From the 
religious point of view, Damascus 
was very interesting. All the patri-
archs from Antioch had moved seat 
from Antioch (given by the French to 
the Turks in the 1930s) to Damascus. 
Malachite patriarchs, Syriac Ortho-
dox patriarchs, Armenians, both 
Orthodox and Roman Catholic, Fran-
ciscans friars: all these communities 
coexisted with the Muslim majority. 
The population of Syria is about 12 
per cent Christian, but numbers are  
declining because of emigration. 

Incidentally, the Patriarch of Antioch 
has a large following in Latin America, 
particularly in Brazil and Venezuela. 
Many Christians emigrated to Latin 
America following religious unrest 
in the Ottoman Empire, in particular 
Syria, as well as the two Balkan wars 
and youngsters fleeing the draft. 
There are many descendants of Arabs 
in Chile that has the greatest number 
of descendents of Palestinians outside 
the Middle East, most of them Ortho-
dox Christians. In Damascus I was 
again a member of the church coun-
cil; it was there that I preached for the 
first time and received my license as a 
lay reader from the Episcopal bishop 

of Jerusalem and the Middle East at 
St. George’s Cathedral in Jerusalem. 
Actually, I was made lay reader as a 
result of necessity—ours was a tiny 
congregation with only one priest!

Where did you move next?
After Damascus, I returned to San-
tiago, shifting to multilateral affairs 
in the disarmament department. 
This marked the beginning of my 
multilateral career. Two years later, 
I was posted as Minister-Counsellor 
in Geneva where I was involved in 
human rights for a while, later in the 
Conference on Disarmament. I had to 
learn fast but my previous experience 
as a bilateral diplomat and my knowl-
edge of my own complicated region 
helped me a lot in a multilateral set-
ting. By the time I left, five years later, 
I felt that I was a true multilateralist.

Geneva was a high point for me also 
from the point of view of my religion. 
Despite being an Anglican, I have a 
strong affinity with Calvinism. The 
chaplain of the Anglican Holy Trinity 
Church in Geneva was happy to have 
a lay reader and obtained permis-
sion for me from the bishop to be a 
lay reader in training. I sometimes 
took services, especially matins and 
started preaching more regularly.

I then returned to Santiago as Deputy 
Director for Special Policy, where I 
was in charge of disarmament and 
international security. In 2003-2004, 
Chile was the second chair of the 
Hague Code of Conduct against Bal-
listic Missile Proliferation (HCOC) 
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that meets in Vienna. I came to Vi-
enna frequently and never missed an 
opportunity to attend Sunday service 
at Christ Church. I also travelled 
extensively to other countries. In 
2004, I was promoted to the rank of 
Ambassador.

What was your involvement with 
the United Nations?
I had attended meetings of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency in the 
late 1990s and subsequently many 
other UN conferences. In March 
2005, I received a midnight call at my 
hotel room in Seoul, where I was at-
tending a meeting of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Forum, informing me that 
I was being transferred as Deputy 
Representative of Chile to the United 
Nations in New York. This is the 
highest position to which a career 
diplomat in my country can aspire 
in New York! 

What church did you attend in New 
York?
St. Thomas Church on Manhattan’s 
Fifth Avenue, just two blocks from 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral. St. Thomas 
is the most Anglican of the Episcopal 
churches in New York. The beautiful 
and highly traditional choir, where 
choirboys sang soprano and men 
sang alto, was led by a former direc-
tor of Saint Paul’s Cathedral choir. 
The service itself was quintessentially 
conservative and high church, with 
incense and processions. My wife felt 
it was more like a performance than 
a church service and didn’t particu-
larly like it.

I also gained a license as a lay reader 
from the Reformed Episcopal Church 
(30,000 members). Being a Latin 
American, I am full of contradictions. 
I love liturgy and music is a strong 
point of connection for me with my 
faith and with God. 

What is your preference in music?
I am a fanatical lover of hymns. In 
my collection of 4,000 CDs there are 
no less than 100 of hymns. I own 
countless hymnals and used to sing in 
choirs. The hymns I sang as a child in 
Chile were translated from American 
hymns and are rather dated today. 
I don’t play an instrument (unless 
ringing bells counts!) but I am an 
avid consumer of music. I don’t par-
ticularly like very modern settings of 
operas, but in New York I attended 
50-60 concerts a year. I have become 
rather choosy and believe that today’s 
very high level of musical expertise 
is accompanied by a drying up of 
expression. My favourite hymn in 
terms of musical power, message and 
structure is St. Patrick’s Breastplate [I 
bind unto myself today].

Are you happy to be in Vienna?
This is our 18th home and our 16th 
move! I have a busy job as Chile’s 
bilateral and multilateral ambassador 
but am looking forward to the chal-
lenges, as well as the opportunity to 
deepen my acquaintance with this 
beautiful city.

1 The Melkite Greek Catholic Church split from 
the Greek Orthodox Church in the 18th century. 
The Melkites are the descendants of the early 
Christians of Antioch. 
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I have long been interested in 
inter-faith dialogue. This is a very 
different matter from evangelism, 

which is a part of my way 
of life as a priest. Evan-
gelism is about spread-

ing the light and love of 
Jesus Christ. Inter-faith 
dialogue is about meet-

ing people of other faiths, 
listening to them, asking them 

questions and going back and look-
ing again at one’s own faith and how 
to be a better believer in one’s own 
spiritual home.

Recently I was invited to an evening 
at the University of Vienna with the 
theme, “Judaism and Christianity—a 
Time for Partnership”. It was opened 
by the Jewish Choir of Vienna enter-
ing the Großer Festsaal while singing 
Psalm 133: How good, how pleasant it 
is when brothers dwell together in unity, 
in Hebrew. After another song, the 
Choir Director, Roman Grinberg told 
us that the choir was a “mixed choir” 
in which both men and women, Jews 
and non-Jews sang together. One of 
his singers enquired why they never 
sang Gospel songs and Mr. Grinberg 
replied that none had been written in 
Hebrew or Yiddish! So Mr. Grinberg 
wrote one, which he called Shalom 
or Peace. The choir sang it magnifi-
cently and we all cheered!

Try to talk after that! We did our best 
to settle down and listen to the tragic 
history of Jewish/Christian relations 
throughout the centuries. For Ro-

man Catholics the whole situation 
has changed since 1968, when the 
Second Vatican Council published 
a decree, Nostra Aetate, affirming 
that “rays of truth were indeed to 
be found in other religions.” On the 
Jewish side a document Dabru Emet 
(Speak the Truth) has been produced 
recently by a number of Jewish 
scholars. Here in Vienna, Professor 
Helmut Nausner is involved with the 
Christian reception of this document 
and told us about it.

Sadly, the main speaker of the 
evening, Rabbi Irving (Yizchak) 
Greenberg, was unable to attend 
as a result of illness. We were told 
of Rabbi Greenberg’s book, For the 
Sake of Heaven and Earth: The New 
Encounter Between Christianity and 
Judaism, published in 2004. In it the 
Rabbi suggests that as Jews and 
Christians share the same vision 
of God who created the world and 
wishes us to look after it, perhaps 
we should do this together! For 
Jews there is a well-known Hebrew 
expression Tikkum Olam, repairing the 
world. Rabbi Greenberg 
says that at this time 
God is offering 
us—Jews and 
Chr is t ians—a 
second chance to 
learn from each 
other, in order to work 
together to heal and help 
the world!

What a vision of hope!by
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A Time for Partnership
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On Sunday, 3 October, 
six children were 

admitted to receive First 
Communion at Christ 
Church. This is a fairly 
recent practice within the 
Anglican Communion 
and especially in the 
Church of England. Some 
Anglicans, particularly 
from Africa, tend to 
wait until confirmation 
fo r  t h e i r  c h i l d re n 
to be admitted to receive Holy 
Communion. 

There are three points I would like 
to make. Firstly, all children who 
ask to receive Holy Communion are 
supported by their parents and are 
carefully prepared by a member of 
the congregation to do so. Secondly, 
children must be of an age that they 
can distinguish (appropriate to their 
age) between their daily bread and 
the food of the Lord’s Table. Thirdly, 
the custom of admitting children to 
First Communion is about ensuring 
that at an early date children receive 
the grace this food supplies while 

at the same time anchoring their 
belonging in the Body of Christ. 
Confirmation is then about making a 
mature confession of Christian faith 

and not about admission to 
Holy Communion. In our 
Austrian context our practice 
mirrors that of the Roman 
Catholic Church, whereas the 
historic Protestant churches 
in Austria have gone over to 
an open table not requiring 
either Confirmation or even 
Baptism to receive Holy 
Communion.

by the V
en. Patrick C

urran
First Communion

photos by Claus Michalek
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Thousands of New Testa-
ment manuscripts exist in 

Greek. Only very few of these date 
from before the beginning of the 
fourth century; at this time manu-
scripts start to become more numer-
ous. One reason for this is that dur-
ing the persecutions (which ended 
in the second decade of the fourth 
century) many manuscripts were 
destroyed, and another is that the 
oldest manuscripts are papyri, which 
are less durable than parchment. 
Parchment, however, was much 
more valuable. These manuscripts 
were copied by human hand—and 
this includes mistakes being made. 
Some are by happenstance, the tired 
scribe missing a word or a line while 
fighting sleep. Others might have 
been deliberate in order to clarify 
the meaning of a certain passage by 
slightly changing the text. And for 
many centuries students have at-
tempted to reconstruct the text of the 
New Testament as well as possible.

This situation is part of what makes 
the early translations of the New 

Found in Translation

The above photo is a copy of the oldest 
fragment of New Testament in the col-
lection in Vienna. The text is Matthew 
25:41-26:15 and dates from the 3rd 
century. There are only very few frag-
ments in the world that are older.

Dr. Hans Förster is an expert on 
papyrology at Vienna’s National 
Library. Those who attended last 
year’s Carsten Thiede Symposium 
will remember his illustrated talk 
on Vienna’s papyri collection. 
Last year many members of the 
congregation enjoyed Dr. Förster’s 
fascinating tour of the papyrus 
section of the Austrian National 
Library. 
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Testament so important. There might 
be a textual variant, which is at the 
basis of one of these early transla-
tions. And the original Greek manu-
script might not have survived the 
centuries. Thus, these translations 
might preserve variants that would 
otherwise be lost. In other cases 
these early translations—the most 
important being the Latin, the Syriac 
and the Coptic versions—might help 
provide a better understanding of 
texts. 

One example where the Coptic trans-
lation of the New Testament helps 
to understand one particular text 
better is verse 7 of chapter 16 of the 
Letter to the Romans. Two people 
are mentioned by name in this verse 
and called “prominent among the 
apostles” (NRSV). This gave rise to 
the debate: Can a female be called 
“prominent among the apostles” by 
Paul? The question was raised—and 
long answered in the affirmative—
that the name Junia should actually 
be Junias. Thus, actually two men 
would be mentioned in this verse.

This debate has its roots in the 
peculiarities of the Greek language.  
Greek uses declensions, and the case 
endings of a female Junia and a male 
Junias are in this case identical in 
Greek. There is, however, no male 
person attested with the name Junias 
outside this verse of the letter to the 
Romans. Notwithstanding the rarity 
of this name the case was made that 
the person must be a man. What else 

could she be if called outstanding 
among the apostles? Bible transla-
tions as well as dictionaries have 
cited her as him.

This is where manuscript evidence 
becomes important. On the one hand 
there exist Greek manuscripts which 
attest a different name: Julia. Now, 
this looks even more female. And 
the Coptic language does not use 
declensions. Thus, the name is not 
declined. And, therefore, the name 
appears as Junia—which, or rather 
who, is female. Thus, the ancient 
translation helps to settle a debate, 
which had focused on the question 
whether Paul can address a female 
in this verse, where it says: “Greet 
Andronicus and Junia, my relatives 
who were in prison with me; they are 
prominent among the apostles, and 
they were in Christ before I was.” 

It might still be open to debate what 
Paul means exactly when he uses 
the title “apostle” in 
this context. Due to 
the Coptic transla-
tion it is no question 
how they understood 
this name. And many 
Egyptians during the 
time when the Gos-
pels were translated 
(probably as early as 
late second century 
AD) were fluent in 
Greek. Thus, we may 
trust their translation 
in this question.
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After doing a locum chaplaincy in Heidelberg in August, we travelled 
down to explore Alsace. In Colmar in southern Alsace, we saw one 

of the world’s most remarkable altarpieces—the Isenheim Altar painted 
by Matthias Gruenewald in 1475/80—1528. Its story is fascinating. In the 
Middle Ages, and very occasionally up to today, there were outbreaks of 
ergotism, basically poisoning from diseased rye. The symptoms included 
spasms of the nervous system, jerking movements, hallucinations, altered 
states of consciousness and psychotic disorders. Death could result from 
involvement of the respiratory muscles. (These symptoms reappeared 
in the 20th century, when one of the constituent chemicals of ergot was 
synthesized as Lysergic acid diethylamide, LSD, a hallucinogen used as a 
popular recreational drug in the 60s—now a controlled or banned substance 
in most countries.)

In 1202, a hospital order, called the Antonines, was founded in Dauphine, 
France. They took in and cared for people suffering from ergotism, 
which consequently became known as ‘St Anthony’s Fire’.  St Anthony 

was  seen  as an appropriate 

patron of 
these sufferers, since he had 
s u f f e r e d  t h e torments of many 
devils in the desert. The Antonine nuns of 
Isenheim in Alsace commissioned the 
making of a magnificent polyptych for the altar of their chapel and it was 
to be a part of their healing care for the sufferers from St Anthony’s Fire. 
At different times of the year, the sufferers were brought and laid in front 
of the altar to contemplate and reflect on what they saw.

The altarpiece is a complex one, with panels which open up in front and 
behind to reveal three different sets of paintings. Which set of paintings was 

THE HEALING ALTARPIECE
by
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visible varied with the liturgical season. Now 
that the ensemble has been dismantled, 
you can admire all the panels separately. 
There are nine scenes painted on wood 
panels three metres high. Fully extended, the 
altarpiece has a span of six metres, so it is 
large.  When the front is opened up (usually 
on feasts associated with St Anthony), you 
see a central area with three carved and 
gilded figures, St Anthony enthroned in the 
centre, with St Augustine on his right and 
St Jerome on his left. The painted panel 
to the left shows the visit of St Anthony 
to St Paul, the other hermit in the Eastern 
Egyptian desert in the early 4th century. The 
right hand panel shows St Anthony being 
attacked by devils in a scene of terrifying gruesomeness, whose inventiveness 
reminds one of Hieronymus Bosch. Those suffering from St Anthony’s Fire 
could identify with the torments suffered by St Anthony.

The reverse panels, when opened out, show an annunciation, a concert of 
angels, a very tender nativity, and a truly glorious ascension, with Christ 
bursting from the tomb in brilliant technicolour, which was quite radical at 
that period.  Gazing at these panels, the sufferers would sense the beauty 
of the world and of heavenly music, the tenderness of human love and care, 
and the glorious hope of being delivered from their sufferings in the end. 

When closed, the altarpiece shows Christ hanging on the Cross, his suf-
ferings shown with acute realism. Mary Magdalene kneels on the left in a 
paroxysm of grief, and John holds and comforts Mary. On the right is John 
the Baptist, pointing towards Jesus, speaking the words, ‘He must become 
greater, I must become less.’ At the bottom, at eye level, is a lamb holding a 
Cross, with his blood dripping into a chalice. Gazing at this scene, the pa-
tients would come to understand Christ’s sufferings as a sacrifice for them, 
and find salvation, despite all their infirmities and torments.
 
This altarpiece is not only one of the greatest artistic masterpieces of the 
16th century, radical in technique and colour, but it is visionary in seeking 
to bring to sufferers an understanding, through visual images, of the saving 
work of Christ, and so help them to find healing in the widest sense of the 
word. It truly is a healing altarpiece. 
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16
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9

Monday Tuesday

14

21

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

Christ the King 
Sunday next before Advent

28
First Sunday of Advent

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Advent Carol Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Said Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
10.50 Remembrance Sunday Service
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

Second Sunday before Advent 
Remembrance Sunday

All Saints Day All Souls Day

St. Andrew

7

Sunday

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.00 Prayers for the  
 Faithful Departed
19.00 Soundings

10.00 Sung Eucharist

19.00 Alpha Course 

19.00 Alpha Course 

19.00 Alpha Course  
 

19.00 Alpha Course

19.00 Alpha Course 

Third Sunday before Advent

November 2010 
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20

26

19

12

27

09.30 Holy Communion

18.00 Holy Communion  
 in Klagenfurt
19.00 Prayer Ministry

10.30 Advent Bazaar

18

10

17

54 6

11

24

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Reading Group

09.30 Holy Communion 10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group
10.50 Remembrance  
 Service in 
 Klagenfurt

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddler Group

19.00 Choir Practice

Wednesday Thursday Friday

30

32

16

Tuesday

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

25

Saturday

All Souls Day

St. Andrew

18.30 Taizé Service

16.00 Blessing of the  
 Pebbles’ zone  
 and HS Chapel
18.00 Youth Group  
 Bowling

19.00 Scottish and  
 country dancing

Do not stand at my grave and weep 
I am not there, I do not sleep 
I am thousand winds that blow 
I am the diamond glints on snow 
I am the sun on ripened grain 
I am the gentle autumn rain

When you awaken in the morning’s hush 
I am the swift uplifting rush 
Of quiet birds in circled light 
I am the soft star that shines at night 
Do not stand at my grave and cry 
I am not there; I did not die.

Anon
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S As every year at Christ Church, we will be saying prayers for the departed on 

Tuesday, 2 November, All Souls’ Day, at an evening service beginning 18.00. 
Please write the names of family members, friends, colleagues or others known 
to you and for whom you wish to pray on the list at the back of the church or 
contact the Church Office.

Sunday, 28 November, 18.00: Advent Carol Service
Sunday, 5 December, 16.00: Sing-along in aid of Concordia 
Sunday, 12 December, 10.00: Family Eucharist: Children’s Nativity
Sunday, 12 December, 18.00: Nine Lessons and Carols
Saturday, 18 December, 16.00: Children’s Christingle Service
Sunday, 19 December, 10.00: Sung Eucharist
Friday, 24 December, 22.45: Midnight Mass
Saturday, 25 December, 10.00: Sung Eucharist with Carols
Friday, 31 December, 16.30: New Year’s Eve Sung Eucharist

Faith and Science
Over the first four Tuesdays of November we will continue to explore the rela-
tionship of faith to science. We have been able to enlist the following members 
of the congregation to speak so far. Claus Vogl (2 November) and Jane Shephard 
(23 November).
St. Andrew
On Tuesday, 30 November, Laura Fairburn has agreed to speak to us about St. 
Andrew the Apostle. Saint Andrew, called in the Orthodox tradition Prōtoklōtos, 
or the First-called, is a Apostle and brother of Saint Peter. He is the patron saint 
of amongst other Greece, Romania, Scotland and Ukraine.

Vienna: The annual Remembrance Sunday service will be held on Sunday, 14 
November as this is the closest Sunday to Remembrance Day on11 November. 
There will be a said service of Holy Communion at 10.00. The Remembrance 
Sunday Service begins at 10.50. Space is limited.

Klagenfurt, Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery
A Service of Remembrance will be held at the Commonwealth War Graves 
Cemetery in Klagenfurt (Lilientahlstr.) on Wednesday, 11 November starting 
at 10.50. All in attendance are invited to a reception afterwards. Furthermore, 
a service of Holy Communion will be held in St Mark’s Old Catholic Church 
(Kaufmanngasse 11) at 18.00 on Tuesday, 10 November. The Defence Attaché 
will be in attendance; celebrant and preacher is the Chaplain.
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On 24 November at 18.00, we will be discussing Somerset Maugham’s Ra-
zor’s Edge. It is a thoughtful look at a man trying to make sense of the world 
and the consequences of that search. Larry could go along with what his 
peers wish: get a good job, marry Isabel, live in a nice house and host nice 
parties. Larry instead chooses a different way. After Christmas we will read 
Wind, Sand and Stars by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. Date still to be arranged.

After the renovation and refurbishment of the crypt a short service will be held 
in the crypt to rededicate this precious space. The service will be held on Satur-
day 13 November, 16.00. After the service refreshments will be available in the 
centre. The service will be suitable for families with young children.

The next opportunity to join in Scottish and country dancing with the Christ 
Church community will be on Friday, 5 November. This time we are holding a 
joint event with the British Embassy, to take place in the Embassy clubroom.  It 
starts at 19.00. Names of those participating must be given a few days in ad-
vance. Please contact Wendy Barrett or David Hope (280 8929) for further details.

All Saints’ Day is a holiday in Austria and we have the privilege of keeping it at 
Christ Church with a sung celebration of the Holy Eucharist at 10.00.

O Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and fellowship, 
in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord: Grant us grace so to follow thy blessed 
Saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those unspeakable joys, 
which thou hast prepared for them that unfeignedly love thee; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen

On Sunday, 10 October, Christ Church lost one of the longest standing 
members of its congregation, June Schmiderer, at the age of 89. June 
arrived in Austria in September 1945 and was a regular member of 
the congregation from that time, until ill health and poor eyesight 
prevented her from making the journey to church. Her funeral/memorial 
service will be held on Friday, 12 November at 16.30 at Christ Church. 
Those who would like to know more about June and her interesting 
life, can read her interview in Crossways No. 25 of June 2008  
at our website: www.christchurchvienna.org.
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It is alleged that the Victorian 
painter Edward Burne-Jones once 

wrote to Oscar Wilde that “the 
more materialistic 
science becomes, 
the more angels I 
shall paint; their 
wings are my pro-
test in favour of the 
immortality of the 
soul.”

On 29 September, 
we celebrated the 
Feast of St Michael 
and Al l  Angels. 
Week by week we 
join with angels 
and archangels and 
all the company of 
heaven in proclaim-
ing God’s great and 
glorious name. 

Surprisingly angels 
remain as popular 
as ever, even though 
the Christian faith 
has had to take a 
number of severe 
blows in the 20th 
century. Despite 
the waning of the 
historic churches 
people continue to 

speak of guardian angels. Angel-
themed calendars sell well!

How do we regard angels? My 
take on angels is that they were 
introduced into the Hebrew religion 
during the Babylonian exile which 
lasted from 597 to 538 BC through 
the Hebrews’ encounter with the 
religion of Persia.

Some may say that it is a lack of 
nerve on behalf of the Hebrews that 
occasions the need for angels. Once 
God spoke directly to those made in 
his image; he now speaks to them 
indirectly via angels, his messen-
gers. God is so other that he cannot 
be met. Communication with God 
can only be through an intermedi-
ary, therefore the need for angels. 
God becomes more remote—liter-
ally once removed! Jacob wrestled 
with God. Moses meets God in the 
burning bush. Angels stand for the 
divine that interacts with the world 
and does so most decisively, we 
believe, in Jesus Christ. This means 
that when Gabriel speaks to Mary 
we should interpret it to mean that 
God speaks with Mary. When the 
angels meet the disciples at the 
empty tomb we should read “God 
meets the disciples” and if that is 
too strong an interpretation we can 
say that the writer, the Evangelist, 
introduces angels in order to help 
the reader to understand that this 
is a divine event. This event is oc-
casioned by God.

Angels

On Wednesday, 29 September, the Ven. Patrick Curran gave the following homily to 
the congregation attending the 9.30 Holy Communion. I believe his words and his 
take on angels would be of interest to the larger audience of Crossways readers. 
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So how do angels continue to exist 
in my world and imagination? Angels 
are given to remind us that life after 
death may be similar to life now, 
but that it is definitely not the same, 
as summed up in the words of the 
Book of Revelation, “And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain: for 
the former things are passed away.” 

Angels are given to remind us that 
the heavenly kingdom to which we 
are journeying and that has taken 
hold of us is other and greater than 
the world we now inhabit. It is not 
simply a pale imitation of what 
we know and experience, which is 
where Mormons and Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses seem to take their followers. 
What could be more of a prison than 
the world of the 1950s middle class 
anywhere?

That angels persist is to some extent 
Christian protest. They are a protest 
against cold rationalism or as we 
heard earlier materialistic science. 
They are a lasting protest on behalf 
of the imagination. The positing of 
angels keeps the boundaries porous 
between this world and the next, 
between the kingdoms of this world 
and the Kingdom of God, of which 
the author of the book of Revelation 
gives a vision conjuring up for me at 
least St Paul’s image: ‘For now we 
see through a glass, darkly; but then 
face to face: now I know in part; but 

then shall I know 
even as also I am 
known.’ Angels are a promise 
that the kingdom of God is a mighty 
kingdom full of surprises and that 
creation is greater than what we 
can simply examine by materialistic 
science. Angels are an invitation to 
keep our minds open with regard 
to God and what he is doing in the 
world.

Last Saturday I conducted a wed-
ding and as I wasn’t preaching I had 
time to savour the following image. 
One of the flower girls who had a 
floral wreath smartly bound around 
her head and who was wearing an 
angelic dress was lying on the stone 
church floor on her stomach. She 
had her hands under her chin so that 
she could hold her head up and was 
kicking her hind legs in the air while 
at the same looking at the preacher 
slightly bemused, possibly thinking 
to herself “What’s he on about!”. The 
image filled me with joy. She was a 
happy reminder to me that the seri-
ous world of adults forever needs to 
make place for such as these who 
always bring a dimension to life that 
challenges and upsets our plans for 
perfection and order. They, these 
cherubs, like angels intersect our 
lives opening up to us sometimes 
new vistas and sometimes long 
forgotten, but once cherished vistas 
onto God!

I, like Edward Burne-Jones before, 
shall forever be painting angels! 
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After the ten o’clock service, when 
the Church Centre fills up, the 

noise level rises and I am squeezed 
on all sides, I begin to feel uncom-
fortable. Elbowing my way to the 
outside, I need the fresh air and the 
relative silence to restore my balance 
and comfort.

In Beijing, crowds are everywhere. 
In the streets, car drivers will try 
to outwit each other to gain a few 
centimeters. When entering a sub-
way, people never wait for people to 
exit. When I took a wrong turn while 
navigating underground from one 
subway line to the other, I was often 
surprised by a wave of people rolling 
towards me. If I left a space of one 
metre from the person in front of me 
while crossing a street, a biker would 
try to squeeze through. As you can 
imagine, I often felt extremely un-
comfortable in Beijing traffic. Quite 
simply, there appear to be no rules 
in traffic with everyone just looking 
out for him- or herself. It was in a 
way surprising that in chock-full 

buses, as a general rule, all seats are 
occupied by the elderly.

Generally, I longed for more per-
sonal distance. More than once, 
I mounted my tripod in front of a 
scenic spot and took some minutes 
to look through the camera, adjust 
focus and perspective and fiddle with 
the dials. Suddenly I realized that 
something had changed. Looking up, 
I would become aware of a stranger’s 
face, no more than 20 centimetres 
from mine, trying to find out what 
I was photographing. In palaces, a 
stranger would grab me by the arm, 
drag me a metre or two, put his arms 
around me and point me to another 
stranger, before I realized that I had 
become one half of a double portrait. 
Even coming down from a forested 
hill after sunset, shouts or, rather, 
howls would indicate the presence 
of other men. My colleague, Yanping 
Guo, who invited me to spend three 
and a half weeks in China, explained 
to me that this is supposed to give 
the men strength.

For the same reason, she 
explained, people prac-
tice Tai-Qi before sunrise. 
Usually old people do this 
with swords in their hands 
to the sound of traditional 
Chinese music. In the 
evening, people of a simi-
lar age group would dance 
to Chinese tango with very 
similar movements, but 
with a partner in their 

China Experience (1)
by
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photos by Claus Vogl
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hands instead of a sword. In the 
imperial parks, retired people can be 
observed playing traditional music, 
dancing in traditional costumes or 
engaged in noisy card games. Soli-
tude and silence does not seem to 
give strength to the Chinese.

After a few days, I made an im-
portant discovery: cars and bikes 
were not allowed in the giant parks, 
crowds would gather only in a few 
places and nature was allowed to 
take over in others. I particularly 
welcomed a chance to regain my in-
ner peace in Yuan-ming Yuan, a park 
close to my hotel and Beijing univer-
sity. There I would watch ponds full 
with lotus and rare birds and try to 
catch the beauty with my camera.

A Tale of Building and Destruction
The Summer Palace, in the North 
of Beijing was built for the emper-
ors of the Qing dynasty from 1750 
onwards, destroyed by English and 
French troupes during the second 
Opium war in 1860, rebuilt in the 
original style from 1886 on, and 
served as a summer resort for the 
Empress Dowager Cixi. Temples 
with Giant Buddhas in them form a 
row from the top of “Longevity Hill” 
down to the house with the throne of 
the empress on the level of Kunming 
lake. The wall of the temple on top of 
the hill is covered with tiles adorned 
with small Buddhas. During the cul-
tural revolution, students knocked off 
the heads of the Buddhas, because 
they saw in them symbols of impe-

rial power and a religion that served 
the emperors but not the people. For 
similar reasons, the statues of Saints 
in many French cathedrals also lost 
their heads. Lately, the heads were 
replaced by the government. But 
Yanping and I realized that the heads 
closest to the ground were miss-
ing. Since she remembered seeing 
no headless Buddhas some years 
ago, we concluded that those heads 
must have been taken by tourists. 
Furthermore, Yanping discovered 
that the heads of the lower Buddhas 
were all looking the same, suggesting 
that they were mass-produced by 
machines and then cemented to the 
decapitated bodies, while those on 
the top were looking different from 
each other, suggesting that artists 

è
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produced them individually. It seems 
that the students only knocked off 
the heads of the Buddhas they could 
reach easily, such that the Buddhas 
on top could keep their original, indi-
vidual heads. As university teachers, 
Yanping and I found a story of lazy 
students very convincing.

Let Me Also Be Emperor
Reading about the Temple of Heaven, 
in the south of Beijing, I learned 
that the emperor would pray to the 
gods on a platform on the Altar of 
Heaven. He would then walk the long 
path from the Altar of Heaven to the 
Hall of Prayer for Good Harvests on 
one lane, the rest of the emperor’s 
court on the other, while the mid-
dle lane was reserved for the gods. 
This “red carpet” for the gods was 
covered with marble reliefs, on which 
humans would have difficulties 
walking, but gods obviously were 
not thought to touch the ground. 
Nowadays, the Temple of Heaven 
is visited by many tourists, most of 
them Chinese, as are the other tem-
ples and palaces. It seems that their 
reason for coming to the palaces is 
to photograph each other in front of 
the most scenic spots and to walk in 
the steps of the emperor. A special 
favourite is the platform where the 
emperor offered his prayers to the 
gods. Similarly, the middle lane for 
the gods, is a favourite walkway for 
tourists. And droves of people climb 
a ceremonial lion in the Forbidden 
City for a photo, when the guard is 
looking the other way. Awe before 

the ancient temples, palaces, and 
rituals does not seem to inspire the 
Chinese people of today.

Spiritual Symbols
The Chinese have developed a sym-
bolic language in their traditional 
painting. Bamboo and lotus are of-
ten shown. Gentlemen should bend 
as flexibly as bamboo without ever 
breaking. Lotus has its roots in the 
dirty mud of the ponds, while its 
leaves and flowers are clean. This 
also serves as a model for people. 
Actually, the surface of lotus leaves 
is water repellent, such that water 
will gather the dirt and wash it away, 
leaving the leaf clean. I observed 
that this really works, although I 
realized that the dust and smog of 
Beijing requires more than a drizzle 
to wash it off. 

(to be continued next month)



May I ask anyone who is both 
willing and able to help set up 
our bazaar location to contact 
me a.s.a.p. either in church or by 
phone. Last year our team received 
high praise from stall holders. 
Let´s try and make sure that this 
year’s event runs as smoothly as it 
did last year. Herbert Stenzenberger, 
tel: 0664/73678557 or herbert.
stenzenberger@aon.at

I am appealing 
to the wonderful 

cooks amongst you, on 
whose generosity of time 

and labour the restaurant 
has always depended. We´re 

looking for regional dishes from 
various countries and would wel-
come any suggestions. Please con-

tact me after church or give me a 
ring, if you can help in any way. 

(tel: 02230 9185). Thank 
you for your cooperation.
Vivian Stenzenberger 

and team

We 
would be very 

grateful for any home-
made or bought cakes or 

biscuits to be sold on the coffee 
stall at the Bazaar on Satur-

day, 20 November 2010. Please 
contact: Hayley Stremitzer: 0664 

440 3363 or Karen Le Brun: 
0664 1805128. Alternatively, 

just bring your donations 
along on the day from 

10.00.

There is a very important 
way in which all those who 

are not otherwise involved in 
Bazaar preparations can contrib-
ute to making the event a great 
success: by bringing friends, col-
leagues, neighbours to the event, 
and making sure that it is well 
publicized. The more goods we 
sell at the Bazaar, the better for 
our church and the charities we 
support ... and the less that has 

to be packed up again.
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Family Retreat

Not as many children partici-
pated in the Family Retreat 

as in previous years, but those 
who did spent a very enjoyable 
day in select company! We gath-
ered in the Schönstattzentrum on 
the Kahlenberg on a somewhat 
cool and misty late-September 
day and spent some time intro-
ducing ourselves and playing 
ice-breaking games in a large 
reception room. Claus led us on a 
nature walk where we discovered 
some natural treasures.

After lunch, we split up into dif-
ferent groups for age-appropriate 
activities. Lucille and the young-
est three were the most creative, 
while teenagers and pre-teens 
the most energetic. The latter 
group enjoyed an informal game 
of football (it wasn’t obvious to 
spectatators who was on which 
side!) despite the drizzle. The 
adults were expertly led in a dis-
cussion group by Mike Waltner. 
Rain put paid to the planned 
bonfire, but we left tired, happy 
and with memories of a day of 
fellowship.
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Animal Blessing

The Animal Blessing Service, led on Sunday, 26 September by the Revd. 
Aileen Hackl, was once again a joyous occasion. We were reminded by 

Laura Fairburn, who gave the homily, that pets, large and small, are God’s 
creation and a responsibility given by him to us (at this point in the service 
there was an assentive bark from the congregation!). Churches throughout 
the world marked the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, many blessing horses and 
cattle, but Christ Church with its relatively small membership can be proud 
of its impressively large and well-behaved band of four-footed visitors. Thank 
you, Aileen, for the opportunity to share our worship with our beloved pets.
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Dates for your Diary

Nov. 1 (Mon) 10.00 All Saints’ Day Sung Eucharist

Nov. 2 (Tues) 18.00 All Souls: Prayers for the departed

Nov. 5 (Fri) 19.00 Scottish and country dancing evening 

Nov. 7 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

Nov. 10 (Weds) 18.00 Holy Communion in Klagenfurt

Nov. 11 (Thurs) 10.50 Remembrance Service in Klagenfurt

Nov. 12 (Fri) 18.30 Taizé Service

Nov. 13 (Sat) 16.00 Blessing of the Pebbles’ zone and HS chapel

Nov. 13 (Sat) 18.00 Youth Group bowling

Nov. 14 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Sunday Service

Nov. 17 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Nov. 20 (Sat) 10.30 Annual Advent Bazaar

Nov. 24 (Wed) 18.30 Reading Group The Razor’s Edge 

  by W. Somerset Maugham

Nov. 28 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service

Dec. 1 (Wed) 18.00 Church Council meeting

Dec. 5 (Sun) 16.00 Annual sing-along in aid of Concordia

Dec. 12 (Sun) 10.00 Sunday School nativity

 18.00 Nine Lessons and Carols

Dec. 16 (Thurs) 18.00 Klagenfurt Christmas Eucharist

Dec. 18 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle service

Dec. 24 (Fri) 22.45 Christmas Eve: Midnight Mass

Dec. 25 (Sat) 08.00 Christmas Day: Said Eucharist

 10.00 Sung Eucharist

Dec. 26 (Sun) 08.00 St. Stephen: Said Eucharist

 10.00 Sung Eucharist

Dec. 31 (Fri) 16.30 New Year’s Eve: Sung Eucharist

Jan. 6 (Thurs) 10.00 Epiphany: Sung Eucharist

Feb. 2 (Weds) 19.00 Ministry Committee

Feb. 9 (Weds) 18.00 Church Council meeting

March 30 (Wed) 19.00 ACM

May 15 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation

June 17-19  Retreat at Stift Göttweig

    DATE    TIME       EVENT



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12

Death is nothing at all, 
I have only slipped into the next room 
I am I and you are you 
Whatever we were to each other, that we are still. 
Call me by my old familiar name, 
Speak to me in the easy way which you always used 
Put no difference in your tone, 
Wear no forced air of solemnity or sorrow 
Laugh as we always laughed at the little jokes we enjoyed together. 
Play, smile, think of me, pray for me. 
Let my name be ever the household world that it always was, 
Let it be spoken without effect, without the trace of shadow on it. 
Life means all that it ever meant. 
It is the same as it ever was, there is unbroken continuity. 
Why should I be out of mind because I am out of sight? 
I am waiting for you, for an interval, somewhere very near, 
Just around the corner. 
All is well. 

Henry Scott Holland
1847-1918

Canon of St Paul ‘s Cathedral 




