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The opinions expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors and should 
not necessarily be considered as carrying the 
endorsement of Christ Church, its officers or 
the Editor.
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Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

This month’s cover photo was taken during the 
parish outing when we visited a nature park in 
Burgenland in the afternoon. Nikki Hertford-
Scheiber (pictured here) and husband Ted once 
again organized a fun day for all.
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Judy

First of all, I would like to offer my sincere apologies 
to Christina Stevens who sent me an extremely 

interesting account of her new life in Honduras that 
was published, together with a photo, in last month’s 
Crossways, under the heading “News from Nicara-
gua” (!). I trust that all readers realised the slip and 
amended the title, in their minds at least, to “News 
from Honduras”. One of the sadder aspects of life 
in an international community such as ours is the 
need to say farewell to old friends. Christina played 
a particularly important role in the musical life of our 
church, singing in the choir, leading sing-alongs, and 
with her husband, Mike, hosting a number of superla-
tive house concerts. Many others too have moved on 
to different lives, and I would take this opportunity 
to say that they are missed and that we would very 
much like to hear from them!

The reverse side of the coin within an international 
community is that while old friends head for the 
departure lounge at Schwechat Airport, others catch 
their first glimpse of Austria as they walk through the 
arrivals gate. Late summer, in particular, is a time 
when we welcome newcomers to Christ Church. They 
are not new for long: with the breadth of spiritual and 
social activities associated with our church, even the 
shyest “outsider” can become an active member of the 
community within a short time. Our annual Church 
Bazaar, that takes place this year on 20 November, is 
an ideal opportunity to get involved in the life of the 
Church, make new friends and have a good time. The 
Bazaar calls for the involvement of a large number 
of helpers in one capacity or another. If you have 
hitherto limited your relationship with Christ Church 
to the Sunday services, now would be an opportunity 
to extend that relationship. The organizers, Sheila 
Hargreaves, David Hope and Herbert Stenzenberger 
would be more than happy to discuss your contribu-
tion to the Bazaar, and I can guarantee that it will be 
both an enjoyable and a rewarding experience.
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

St. Severin of Nori-
cum (ca. 410-482) 

is alleged to have re-
sponded to questions 
about where he came 
from with the answer, 
“ I t  doesn’ t  matter 
where I come from. 
The important thing is 

that I am here!” We who live in the 
international community are often 
asked questions about where we 
come from. I heard St Severin’s al-
leged answer at a time when quite 
a few people were asking me about 
where I come from and found his 
answer refreshing! Questions about 
where a person comes from belong 
to the Who, What, Where, When and 
Why of small talk.

“It doesn’t matter where I come 
from. The important thing is that I 
am here!” 

Since St. Severin’s origins are uncer-
tain he has forever become identi-
fied with Noricum, a province of the 
Roman Empire that covered Austria 
and parts of Slovenia. The important 
thing in St. Severin’s biography is 
that he remained faithful to Noricum 
in the trials and tribulations of the 
collapsing Roman Empire as a serv-
ant of Christ. 

In contrast, Jesus is identified with the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee, so much 
so that he is referred to 15 times in 
the New Testament as Jesus of Naza-
reth. At one point the inhabitants of 
Nazareth will ask “Where did this 
man get this wisdom and these deeds 
of power? Is not this the carpenter’s 
son? Is not his mother called Mary? 
And are not his brothers James and 
Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are 
not all his sisters with us? Where then 
did this man get all this?” (Matthew 
54b-56a). 

Interestingly the identification with 
Nazareth speaks against Jesus in the 
Gospel record. This is both acknowl-
edged and addressed. Nathanael will 
ask, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” (John 1.46). Many of us 
will be familiar with the Advent read-
ing that St Matthew quotes from the 
book of prophet Micah and that fore-
tells where the Christ is to be born. It 
is definitely not Nazareth. “But you, O 
Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one 
of the little clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to 
rule in Israel, whose origin is from of 
old, from ancient days.” (Micah 5.2)
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

All these questions about place espe-
cially as they relate to Jesus are what 
one might term accidentals. They are 
not the substance of the matter as it 
presents itself especially when Jesus 
says of himself in St John’s Gospel, ‘I 
came from the Father and have come 
into the world; again, I am leaving the 
world and am going to the Father.’ 
(John 16.28) It is precisely because of 
this remarkable assertion that Jesus 
remains a decisive and divisive figure 
in the history of both religion and the 
world. Is his origin divine? Is there a 
place with the Father (in heaven)? Is 
God personal? Can God be known 
and addressed? Must we take his 
teaching seriously?

The Christian faith says Yes! to the 
foregoing because of Jesus whom we 
proclaim as the Christ. Knowing that 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, that 
he grew up in Nazareth, that he had 
a teaching and healing ministry in 

and around Capernaum and that he 
died in Jerusalem is helpful, but not 
the crux of the matter. In Jesus’ case 
it does matter where he comes from 
(from God) and where he is going 
(to God), but also that he was here 
on earth and went about amongst 
us (in relationship with God) not so 
much on the grounds of geography, 
but on the grounds of his telling us 
about God and God’s good purposes 
for us.

In conclusion. It does not matter so 
much where each one of us comes 
from, but it does matter that we are 
here in our case at Christ Church, 
Vienna. Here to serve God and to 
point to God through lives that live 
out and make known the saving and 
life-giving purposes of God. 

Prayer for the Christ Church Director of Music on his departure for England 
to prepare for ordination:

Gracious God, you call us to follow your Son Jesus Christ 
the way, the truth and the life, that our joy might be complete. 
Today we give you thanks for this your servant Christoph and especially for the 
last seven years that he has worked amongst us as the Director of Music at Christ 
Church, Vienna. 
We give you thanks for the gift of music through which we can express our lament 
and grief, but above all our thanks and praise. 
As you lead Christoph on bring to fruition the seed of calling you sowed in him many 
years ago by bestowing upon him now the needful gifts of grace without which we 
cannot but stumble and fall. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit be with you now and always. Amen.
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Year after year, Sunday by Sunday 
the people of God have done this 

—confessed the Triune God through 
praise and thanksgiving, crying 
“Lord, have mercy!” and singing 
“Glory to God in the highest!”. With 
these words the Archdeacon, the 
Venerable Patrick Curran, concluded 
this year’s Eastern Archdeaconry 
synod. Once again congregations 
and churches struggling with a 
number of issues, often financial, 
were able to offer regular worship 
week by week throughout Eastern 
and Central Europe as well as in 
the Balkans, Greece and Turkey. 
The various reports testified to the 
ingenuity of churches and congrega-
tions within the archdeaconry. Areas 
of growth within the archdeaconry 
were also identified. 

The main items of business during 
the synod were the Diocesan Strate-
gic Review introduced by Ann Turner 
and the ordination of women to the 
episcopate. The synod overwhelm-
ingly endorsed the following motion 
relating to the restructuring of the 
management of the Diocese, via the 
Diocesan Strategic Review.

The 2010 synod of the Eastern Arch-
deaconry of the Diocese in Europe 
affirms the recommendations of the 
Diocesan Strategic Review as pre-
sented to and signed off by the 2010 
Diocesan Synod (May) and encour-
ages their implementation, aware 
that funding will need to come from 
a variety of sources including the 
churches and congregations of the 
Eastern Archdeaconry.

Pallottihaus, Vienna, 18 September 
2010

The 2010 Archdeaconry Synod

Participants to the 2010 Archdeaconry Synod that was held in the Pallotti House, in Vienna’s 13th 
district, from 17 to 19 September
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Furthermore the 2010 synod requests 
that the proposal to locate the arch-
deacon responsible for the Eastern 
archdeaconry outside the Eastern 
archdeaconry should only be taken 
forward after consultation between 
the respective archdeaconries (Italy 
and Malta, Eastern) and the diocesan 
bishop.

In addition to the above, the synod 
agreed to hold a day of fasting and 
prayer in the coming year for the 
Eastern Archdeaconry. Members 
of churches and congregations will 
be invited to join in. Other topics 
under discussion were: the use of 
the Old Testament in public worship 
and preaching (leader Dr Walter 
Moberly); the why and how of Group 
Bible Study (Dave Healey from the 
Intercontinental Church Society); 
and the Verdun altar explained 
(Patrick Curran). 

This year’s synod was hosted by 
Christ Church, Vienna. The members 
of the synod are particularly grateful 
to Nikki Hertford-Scheiber for agree-
ing to organise accommodation, 
food and transport. Nikki has now 
organised four synods in Vienna 
(1989, 1998, 2006 and 2010). The 
synod ended with the Sunday morn-
ing 10.00 Eucharist at Christ Church. 
After the reception by members 
of the congregation in the Church 
Centre, most synod members stayed 
on for an outing that took them to 
Klosterneuburg to see the Verdun 
Altar, up the Kahlenberg and on to 

the alleged burial place of St Severin 
in Heiligenstadt (sanctus locus). We 
were surprised to learn that the 
burial place was originally the foun-
dation for a Roman watchtower.  

The triennial elections for archdea-
conry synod representatives from 
Christ Church will be held at next 
year’s annual general meeting. The 
2011 synod will be held in Bucharest, 
Romania, from 22-25 September. 

In the Middle Ages, the size of 
a diocese was not supposed to 
exceed the distance that could be 
ridden in one day, although some 
dioceses were considerably larger 
and would have involved a longer 
journey! Luckily, horseback has 
been replaced by faster, if not 
always more efficient, forms of 
transport. The Diocese of Europe, 
with its Cathedral in Gibraltar, is 
geographically the  largest dio-
cese in the Anglican Communion 
and is divided into seven arch-
deaconries. The Eastern Arch-
deaconry, within which Austria 
falls and of which the Ven. Patrick 
Curran is archdeacon, also covers 
Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Repub-
lic, Georgia, Greece, Hungary, 
Kosovo, Macedonia, Moldova, 
Montenegro, Poland, Romania, 
Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, 
and Uzbekistan. 
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Several factors contributed to-
wards making the 10 o’clock 

service on Sunday, 19 September a 
special occasion. First—and most 
striking—the church was bursting at 
the seams with a congregation that 
surpassed even that of Easter Day or 
Christmas Eve Midnight Mass. The 
reason was mainly the presence of 
participants to this year’s Eastern 
Archdeaconry Synod, that took place 
in Vienna over the preceeding three 
days. The choir was in full force and 
treated us to a beautiful modern an-
them, The Secret of Christ by Richard 
Shephard during communion. Un-
characteristically, the voices of the 
choir during the hymns were almost 
drowned out by the strong voices 
of the reinforced congregation. The 
final hymn in particular, Guide me, O  
thou great Redeemer, needed no guid-
ance from the choir and would have 

done justice to a church three times 
the size of Christ Church. 

The gospel was read by Canon 
Simon Stephens from St. Andrew’s 
Church in Moscow while Canon 
Malcolm Bradshaw of St. Paul’s in 
Athens led the intercessions. After 
the service, we had an opportunity 
to meet Synod participants from all 
corners of the Eastern Archeaconry 
while we fortified ourselves with 
a wonderful spread laid out in the 
Church Centre.

A Special Sunday
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Another pleas-
ant  surpr ise 
that contributed 
to the service 
was to see Nick 
and the Revd. 
Tania Witter 
br ing  in  the 
sacraments. For 

newcomers who did not have the 
pleasure of knowing the Witters, 
they are long-standing members of 
Christ Church who retired to England 
in 1991. Tania studied to become a 
lay reader during her time at Christ 
Church and was ordained in England 
in 1996. All three of Christ Church’s 
ministers gave the Holy Sacrament 
at the 10 o’clock service—a wel-
come and unusual privilege for the 
congregation.

An event taking place in a 
park in Birmingham, Eng-
land also made the day very 
special. Pope Benedict XVI, 
on a momentous four-day 
visit to the British Isles, be-
atified Cardinal John Henry 
Newman, the first ever be-
atification on British soil (see 
article on p12). Those who 

had followed the papal visit on the 
news were aware of the significance 
of the occasion.

Finally, our service was also tinged 
with a moment of pride and yes, 
sadness. Our much esteemed choir 
director of seven years, Christoph 
Wutscher, received a blessing from 
the Ven. Patrick Curran as he pre-
pares to leave Austria and Christ 
Church to enter theological college 
in England in his first step towards 
becoming an Anglican priest. He 
takes with him the thoughts and 
prayers of the Christ Church Com-
munity and we look forward to see-
ing (and hearing) him when he visits 
at Christmas. 
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In his sermon on 19 September, the 
Ven. Patrick Curran reminded us that 
Christian discipleship involves following 
in the footsteps of Christ, a lesson that 
the modern emphasis on individualism 
tends to ignore. Here is an extract from 
his thought-provoking sermon:

St. Paul speaks of himself as being 
appointed. Being appointed is to 

be called forth. In his case to be a 
herald, a teacher and an apostle! In 
like manner the Church is appointed! 
Her members are appointed. You 
are appointed! To what are we ap-
pointed? Paul’s summary is so neat 
it would make a good creed! We are 
appointed so that everyone might 
come to the knowledge of truth. The 
motto of the Anglican Communion is 
taken from St John’s Gospel and is, 
“The truth will set you free!” People 
long for freedom and are surprised 
to find freedom in Jesus Christ who 
is the truth! This knowledge of truth 
that Paul refers to is that there is one 
God, that there is one mediator who 
gave himself up for all that all might 
be saved, might be reconciled to him. 
People who are appointed to this 
ministry must perform it assisted by 
prayer and by lifting up holy hands 
in worship without argument. If only 
we were a people without argument, 
say the people of God and particu-
larly this archdeacon!

The other day I was called to con-
duct a funeral at the crematorium in 
Vienna which is opposite the central 
cemetery. There are three chapels 

and if you are unlucky you cannot 
help hearing what is going on simul-
taneously in another chapel. And so 
it was – almost inevitably, it seemed. 
One of the funerals was concluding 
with a CD version of Frank Sinatra’s 
I did it my way. Without wanting 
to cause offence, this is perhaps 
the most inappropriate song for a 
Christian funeral. One can imagine 
an exchange between St Peter and 
God that goes something like this. 
God asks Peter: “On your outing to-
day what did you find happening in 
the world?” “God, you won’t believe 
it!” says Peter. “They no longer sing 
the Te Deum at funerals, but instead 
they sing a song by someone called 
Frank Sinatra called ‘I did it my 
way.’” “I know,” replies God, “that’s 
the problem!”

I remember well a sermon preached 
by our second diocesan bishop, 
Bishop John Hind, now bishop of 
Chichester, to the diocesan synod 
in which he reminded the synod 
that Christians were forgetting what 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer knew so well: 
that being a Christian is about re-
sponding to an appointment of being 
called and following Jesus wherever 
he leads. Bonhoeffer entitled one of 
his major theological contributions 
Nachfolge. In English we say disciple-
ship losing some of the import of the 
German word Nachfolge: to follow. 
In the course of the sermon Bishop 
Hind had a go at a popular piece of 
modern Christian verse. Most of you 
will know it. It is called Footsteps in 

In His Footsteps
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the Sand. It is beautiful. It is comfort-
ing. But it is also lacking! 

One night I dreamed I was walking along 
the beach with the Lord. Many scenes 
from my life flashed across the sky.
In each scene I noticed footprints in 
the sand. Sometimes there were two 
sets of footprints, other times there was 
one only.
This bothered me because I noticed that 
during the low periods of my life, when 
I was suffering from anguish, sorrow 
or defeat, I could see only one set of 
footprints, so I said to the Lord,
“You promised me Lord,
that if I followed you, you would walk 
with me always. But I have noticed 
that during the most trying periods of 
my life there has only been one set of 
footprints in the sand. Why, when I 
needed you most, have you not been 
there for me?”
The Lord replied, “The years when you 
have seen only one set of footprints, my 
child, is when I carried you.”

There are moments when we walk 
with God, perhaps too few. There 
are moments when we are carried by 
God—of that there can be no doubt. 
But the main thrust of our calling, 
our appointment, of Jesus’ call, is 
to follow in his footsteps—and this 
aspect is absent in the above verse. 
... Nachfolge! Planting our footsteps 
in his! Footsteps that pioneered a 
way that won for us such a great 
redeemer and such a hope that 
Paul can write, “I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time are 

not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us.”

I refer again to what is sometimes 
called the Sinatra Doctrine based on 
his song, I did it my way! The one 
thing we know is that Jesus did not 
do it his way and that in turn he asks 
us not to do it our way! I must take 
you back to the night of betrayal, to 
the Mount of Olives, to the place of 
agony, of sweat like drops of blood. 
That night in the Garden Jesus wres-
tled with God whom he addressed as 
Father. On that night he drank from 
the cup saying not my will, but thy 
will be done. Some time before this, 
the disciples had asked him how to 
pray and since then we pray: Thy 
will be done on earth as it is heaven. 
Heaven is to become a living reality 
in and through us! As Canon Jeremy 
Davies put it, “For Mary’s heaven 
and ours is Jesus Christ. There is no 
other name for her or us than his; 
there is no other place for her or us 
than in his presence.”

I end with words written by John 
Ernest Bode. They are taken from the 
hymn we are about to sing O Jesus, I 
have promised: 

Oh, let me see Thy footmarks,
  And in them plant mine own;
My hope to follow duly
  Is in Thy strength alone.
Oh, guide me, call me, draw me,
  Uphold me to the end;
And then to rest receive me,
  My Saviour and my Friend. 
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During his recent visit to the 
British isles, Pope Benedict 

XVI beatified an Englishman, John 
Henry Newman, referring to him as 
a “great son of England”. The pontiff 
also cited Newman’s vast legacy of 
scholarly and spiritual works that 
had much to teach us as we face 
today’s challenges. 

Born into an Anglican family in 1801, 
John Henry Newman died nearly 90 
years later as a Cardinal in the Ro-
man Catholic church and one of the 
nineteenth century’s greatest theo-
logical writers. He was deeply reli-
gious from an early age and after his 
studies at Trinity College, Oxford he 
was ordained as a deacon in Christ 
Church Cathedral in 1824 and was 
ordained as a priest a year later. Four 
years later he was involved in the 
Oxford Movement, a group of High 
Anglicans who wished to see the 
Church of England claim its Catholic 
roots. At one stage, before it acquired 
its final name, members were known 
disparagingly as “Newmanites”.

In 1845, Newman converted to Ro-
man Catholicism and the following 
year was ordained as a priest in 
Rome. This was no easy step, but 
one he took out of an inner convic-
tion. He had to leave his beloved Ox-
ford and for many years he could no 
longer meet his valued mentors and 
friends. In 1846 he wrote, “I left Ox-
ford for good on Monday, February 
23, 1846 … I have never seen Oxford 
since, except its spires, as they are 

A Great Son of England

seen from the railway.” He joined the 
Oratorian order, and he returned to 
England to found the Oratory at Edg-
baston near Birmingham, and later 
the London Oratory. The next years 
were difficult for him as he could find 
no secure position, being distrusted 
by English Protestants and Roman 
Catholics alike.  

A miracle of healing attributed to 
him fulfilled the criteria of the Ro-
man Catholic church for beatifica-
tion although he is perhaps best 
remembered for his intellectual hon-
esty, literary legacy and his pastoral 
work.  His major writings include his 
autobiography Apologia Pro Vita Sua 
(1865–66), Essay on the Development 
of Christian Doctrine (1845), the Gram-
mar of Assent (1870) and the poem 
The Dream of Gerontius (1865), set 
to music in 1900 by Edward Elgar 
as an oratorio. He wrote the popular 
hymns Lead, Kindly Light and Praise to 
the Holiest in the Height (taken from 
Gerontius).

John Henry Newman
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His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI and the Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan 
Williams addressed a meeting of Anglican and Roman Catholic Diocesan Bish-
ops from England, Scotland and Wales in the Great Hall of the Archbishop’s 
Library. The following is an extract from the address of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury:

In 1845, when John Henry 
Newman finally decided 
that he must follow his con-
science and seek his future 
in serving God in commun-
ion with the See of Rome, 
one of his most intimate 
Anglican friends and allies, 
the priest Edward Bouverie 
Pusey, whose memory the 
Church of England marked 
in its liturgical calendar 
yesterday, wrote a moving 
meditation on this “parting of friends” in which he said of the separa-
tion between Anglicans and Roman Catholics: “it is what is unholy on 
both sides that keeps us apart”.

That should not surprise us: holiness is at its simplest fellowship with 
Christ; and when that fellowship with Christ is brought to maturity, so 
is our fellowship with one another. As bishops, we are servants of the 
unity of Christ’s people, Christ’s one Body. And, meeting as we do as 
bishops of separated church communities, we must all feel that each of 
our own ministries is made less by the fact of our dividedness, a very 
real but imperfect communion. Perhaps we shall not quickly overcome 
the remaining obstacles to full, restored communion; but no obstacles 
stand in the way of our seeking, as a matter of joyful obedience to the 
Lord, more ways in which to build up one another in holiness by prayer 
and public celebration together, by closer friendship, and by growing 
together both in the challenging work of service for all whom Christ 
loves, and mission to all God has made.

May this historic visit be for all of us a special time of grace and of 
growth in our shared calling, as you, Your Holiness, bring us the word 
of the Gospel afresh.”

John Henry Newman
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One of my favourite prayers in 
the Anglican Book of Common 

Prayer is the prayer of Thanksgiving.  
This prayer includes thanks to God 
“for all that is beautiful in creation 
and in the lives of the men.” It’s a 
wonderful reminder of the impor-
tance of beauty, everywhere that it 
occurs in our lives. Beauty, wherever 
we encounter it, is a reflection of 
God. I was thinking about this lovely 
prayer recently because I’ve just 
finished reading Colum McCann’s 
wonderful novel Dancer (Phoenix, 
2003), his fictionalized account of 
the life of the Russian ballet dancer 
Rudolf Nureyev.

Although this is not technically 
a Christian book, its main theme 
concerns the nature of beauty—
how mysterious it is, how it enters 
human lives, and the ways in which 
it is often a reflection of love, and 
of sacrifice. The main beauty under 
discussion, of course, is the beauty 
created by dancers, and especially 
by remarkably talented dancers like 
Nureyev who, by sharing his gift with 
the world, provided the gift not just 
of entertainment but of something 
much more profound. 

One of the really touching things 
about this book, and one of Mc-
Cann’s great innovations, is that he 
does not limit himself in thinking 
about beauty to only the kinds of 
beauty that emerge from dance. The 
book is, in fact, filled with all sorts 
of beautiful things, and almost all of 

them relate to the idea of sacrifice, 
to the things that people give up 
in order to do beautiful things for 
others.

So, surprisingly, as you would not 
necessarily expect in a novel about 
a ballet dancer, some of the book’s 
most important characters are not 
in the theatre world at all; instead, 
they are nurses, parents, spouses, 
siblings, friends, and cooks—people 
who bring comfort to others through 
their love, by making good meals, by 
binding up wounds, by sharing their 
time. There is a particularly touching 
encounter at one point in the book in 
which a husband, in accordance with 
traditional Russian customs, washes 
the body of his newly-deceased wife. Bo

ok
 R

ev
ie

w
RUFOLF NUREYEV: A FICTITIOUS ACCOUNT
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by Sharon Hamilton

Here, indeed, is beauty, in the full-
ness and sacrifice of a love fully lived 
for, and with, another.

In order to meditate on beauty, 
McCann must naturally, of course, 
also portray contrasting things: the 
terrors of war on the Eastern front, 
starvation and poverty, drug abuse, 
and the life-shriveling horrors of 
Communist forms of suppression—
but these minutely detailed horrible 
things (that McCann describes with 
incredible vividness) pale in contrast 

with the light that comes from things 
good, true, and beautiful, making 
his book, however secular it might 
appear on the surface, into a kind 
of religious reflection.

The book itself is a testament to its 
own theme. It is beautifully written, 
and clearly meticulously researched.  
Through the sacrifice of his own time 
and talent, McCann has given us 
something beautiful, in a book well 
worth reading—something for which 
to be truly thankful.

RUFOLF NUREYEV: A FICTITIOUS ACCOUNT



Dennis Cole and Sharon Hamilton are hosting an Alpha course in their home 
on Monday nights, beginning 4 October. Alpha is a very successful worldwide 
programme of Christian evangelism that originated in an Anglican church. 
The ten-week course on Christian fundamentals is designed both for people 
who are curious about Christianity and those who wish to go through a 
period of thought, talk, and prayer about what it means to be a Christian. 
The course offers a good way for people who are not yet Christians, to get 
to know more about the faith and enables people who are already Christians 
to recommit to the things that they believe. If you are interested, but have 
not yet signed up, please phone them at 310 1131.If there is no answer, leave 
a message and you will be called back. 

The courses are designed for groups of about 12 people and run for some two 
hours, including time for eating and fellowship, a short video, and a group 
discussion. There are many ways in which members of the Christ Church 
community can be involved: either by attending the course, encouraging 
friends or family members to do so, or helping with practical arrangements 
for the course by providing food for the participants to eat. More often than 
not, the first time an Alpha course is held in a church, the people who at-
tend are already Christians, eager to learn about the course. The course is 
nondenominational and appropriate for anyone with or without a Christian 
background. 

Last Chance to join the Alpha Course!
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08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings:
 Elizabeth Fry 

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings:
 Faith & Science

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer
18.00 Prayers for the
 departed
19.00 Soundings:
 Faith & Science

Last Sunday after Trinity

31 Nov. 1 Nov. 2
Fourth Sunday before Advent

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
12.00 Otto Wagner walk
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving and First  
 Communion (Family service)
 Crèche available
18,00 Choral Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Six O’Clock Service

Please note: clocks back one  hour!

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
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 departed
19.00 Soundings:
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All Souls Day

National Holiday St. Simon and  
St. Jude

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings:
 Christian and  
 democracy

18.30 Bring and share  
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 Sheila Hargreaves
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 movie night
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The Nigerian Community and Friends of Christ Church Vienna once again cordially 
invite members and friends of Christ Church to this annual celebration on Satur-
day, 23 October. This is always a happy occasion bringing people together from 
across the community with African food and dancing. There will be an auction 
to raise funds for the church. Doors open at 16.00 with the official beginning at 
17.00. Once again, the venue is the Church of Christus Hoffnung der Welt, Donau 
City Straße 2, 1220 Vienna. The nearest metro station is Kaisermühlen/Vienna 
International Centre (U1). The station is conveniently located close to the church. 
It is not a typical church building, but rather a black cube disguising a beautiful 
interior. Look out for the white cross that adorns the building.
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This year our Harvest Thanksgiving Service will be on Sunday, 3 October. It is 
always a Family Eucharist. During the service the candidates for First Commun-
ion will be admitted. In the evening there will be a service of Choral Evensong at 
18.00. If you would like to help decorate the church on the Saturday morning, 
please contact Vivian Stenzenberger or Sean Nield, the verger.
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At our first meeting in October (7th) we will have a closer look at a document 
entitled Some questions on political responsibility. Earlier this year the document 
was reissued by the National Council of Churches in Austria of which Christ 
Church, Vienna is a full member. The document seeks to give guidance on what 
Christians need to consider before casting their vote in any election. The docu-
ment is not party political. It draws heavily on the Bible for its inspiration. The 
province (das Land) of Vienna will be holding provincial elections on Sunday 
10 October.

At our second meeting Reena George an Indian doctoral student studying in 
Vienna will speak to us about Elizabeth Fry (1780–1845). Mrs Fry is the inspi-
ration for her doctoral thesis on the rights of prisoners held in prisons in India. 
Elizabeth Fry (née Gurney) was an English prison reformer, social reformer and, 
as a Quaker, a Christian philanthropist. 

Beginning on 19th October I hope to have in place a series of talks on the re-
lationship behind faith and science. Modern science remains a challenge for 
many Christians today as it relates to their faith. To some extent this has to do 
with a mistaken reading of the Bible. As someone near and dear to me likes to 
say, The Bible is not about the How of creation, but about the Why. This series 
of evenings will be led by scientists who have a living faith in the Triune God. 
It will explore difficult areas for the believer. PSC
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The Prayer Ministry at Christ Church is a group of about ten people who have 
committed themselves to praying for the church, for one another and the needs of 
the world. There is a prayer box at the back of the church. Prayer requests placed 
in the box will be honoured. We are always ready to welcome new members to our 
meeting. The next meeting is on 13 October at 19.00, in the Church Centre. PSC

Our next book is Razor’s Edge (1944) by Somerset Maugham. “The sharp edge 
of a razor is difficult to pass over; thus the wise say the path to Salvation is 
hard.” The verse is taken from the Katha-Upanishad. The choice of one of the 
characters portrayed in the book to follow a life dedicated to the pursuit of truth 
asks searching questions of the reader about the choices we make. 24 November, 
18.30, Church Centre.

The next opportunity to join in Scottish and country dancing with the Christ 
Church community will be on Friday, 5 November. This time we are holding a 
joint event with the British Embassy, to take place in the Embassy clubroom.  It 
starts at 19.00. Names of those participating must be given a few days in advance. 
Please contact Wendy Barrett or David Hope for further details.

The month of November is marked by various services that focus on remember-
ing. We begin November with All Saints Day (1 November, 10.00 Sung Eucharist) 
when we remember all those who have been called into the fellowship of Christ 
and especially those whose lives were marked by a special grace. The day after 
is All Souls when we say Prayers for the Departed (2 November, 18.00). On 
Sunday, 14 November we will keep Remembrance Sunday at Christ Church (start 
10.50 prompt). On 11 November, Remembrance Day, we will keep a Service of 
Remembrance at the Commonwealth War Graves Cemetery in Klagenfurt. Finally 
Austrian and German Protestants will keep the last Sunday of the liturgical year 
as Totensonntag—a day when people visit the graves of their loved ones. It has 
its origins in an 1816 edict from King Friedrich Wilhelm III of Prussia.

With autumn in the air it is now time to start thinking about what we can prepare 
for the bazaar restaurant. Once again I am appealing to the wonderful cooks 
amongst you, on whose generosity of time and labour the restaurant has always 
depended. We´re looking for regional dishes from various countries and would 
welcome any suggestions. Please contact me after church or give me a ring, if 
you can help in any way. (Tel.: 02230 9185). Thank you for your cooperation.
Vivian Stenzenberger and team 
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This year’s Parish Outing was 
largely designed for the younger 

members of the congregation, al-
though in the event adults outnum-
bered children by six to one. This 
is a pity since those under-twelves 
that did come had a memorable day, 
as did the adults including my 91-
year old father. The trip had been 
thoughtfully planned by Nikki and 
Ted Scheiber. Inevitably, there were 
a few hitches beyond the control 
of the organizers: a cycle race in 
Burgenland involved a complicated 
detour that flummoxed our otherwise 

extremely competent driver while an 
unforeseen death in the parish of 
Illmitz meant that the church where 
we were to hold a service, was pre-
paring for a funeral. A swift change 
of venue to the town hall, and our 
service continued as planned.
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All Aboard!
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Boarding the boat at Illmitz, we spent 
a somewhat blowy but thoroughly 
enjoyable couple of hours on the 
Neusiedlersee. Patrick entertained 
the youngest among us by throw-
ing bread to the birds and pointing 
out the landmarks. The captain 
anchored on the Hungarian side of 
the lake then put on his chef’s cap to 
grill the chops and sausages. Wine 
was plentiful and the food delicious. 
Judging by the volume, conversation 
was animated yet did not prevent 
some of us from taking a brief siesta, 
aided by the not-so-gentle rocking of 
the boat on the choppy lake.

Our next stop was a nature park in 
the Austrian-Hungarian border town 
of Pamhagen. Known as the “Step-
pen-Tierpark”, the park extends over 
13 acres and contains some 50 dif-
ferent wild animals found in Austria 
but not generally encountered during 
walks along the Kärtnerstraße. We 
came face-to-face with a magnificent 
wolf, who was as interested in the 
Christ Church visitors as we were 
in him, fed the Shetland ponies 
(although, like the kangaroos and 
emus we saw, I’m not quite sure 
whether they have a natural habitat 
in Austria!) and observed from a safe 
distance the brown bears.

It was a relaxing day among friends 
and despite a dismal weather fore-
cast, we did not need our umbrellas. 
Even the two dogs that were part of 
our group seemed to enjoy them-
selves. Thank you, Ted and Nikki!  
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Walk down the Graben, the site 
of the ditch which protected 

the ancient Roman town in Vienna’s 
first district and you cannot fail to 
notice the extraordinary Pestsäule, 
the 69 foot plague column which 
animates the open space. This 
spectacular spiral of clouds, angels, 
saints topped by the golden radiance 
of the Trinity was commissioned by 
Leopold I in 1693, in gratitude for 
the passing of the terrible plague of 
1679. It is an example of that par-
ticular Viennese facility for turning 
tragedy into art.

Another even finer example is the 
spectacular Karlskirche with its 
green copper dome rising 232 feet 
high, the largest Baroque cathedral 
north of the Alps. Construction 
began in 1715 following Emperor 
Charles VI’s vow a few years earlier 
that if the plague gripping Vienna 
abated, he would build a church 
dedicated to his namesake, St. 
Charles Borromeo. 

Vienna was a major trading cross-
roads on the Danube between east 
and west. As a result of this boat-
borne traffic, the city had suffered 
from plague outbreaks since the 
first wave of “Black Death” in the 
fourteenth century. The city was 
crowded and densely built without 
public sewers or drainage systems. 
Stinking mounds of domestic gar-
bage littered the narrow streets. 
The river trade warehouses held 
clothing, carpets, and grain which 

were infested with rats. Conditions 
in the city were considered so bad 
that plague in other parts of Europe 
was for a time named the “Viennese 
death”.

The great plague of Vienna struck 
in 1679. It was almost certainly 
the bubonic plague caused by the 
bacterium yersinia pestis, carried by 
fleas of the black rat. The city was 
crippled by the epidemic which re-
duced an estimated 76,000 residents 
to carrion.

Each day the corpses of plague vic-
tims were carted to the outer edges 
of the city and placed in large open 
pits for burning. However, the pits 
were exposed to the open air for 
several days until they were nearly 
full. tThis gave rise to the legend of 
the  great survivor, Lieber Augustin. 

LIEBER AUGUSTIN
by
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A wandering musician and drunk-
ard, he was a frequenter of the Inn 
of the Red Roof on Fleischmarkt by 
the city wall until one night, the 
sole survivor in an empty tavern, 
he raised his glass for all his fallen 
companions. Crooning his favourite 
oom-pah-pah melody; “Geld ist hin, 
Freud ist hin, Ach du lieber Augustin, 
Alles ist hin. (Oh my dear Augustin, 
Money is gone, No more fun, Oh my 
dear Augustin, Everything is gone)” 
Augustin stumbles into the street. 
Legend has it he passes out, top-
ples senseless into a heap of plague 
victims and is mistakenly thrown 
onto the corpse wagon. In a scene of 
high black comedy, Augustin regains 
consciousness and insists that he 
isn’t dead yet! Seeing the dishevelled 
Augustin groggily rising from the 
dead, the shaken corpse collector 
bursts into song. “Rock ist weg, Stock 
ist weg, Augustin liegt im Dreck, Ach, 
du lieber Augustin, Alles ist hin! (His 
coat is gone, cane is gone, Augustin 
lies in the filth, O, my dear Augustin, 
Everything is gone!)” 

And that is how he is fondly re-
membered; Lieber Augustin, the 
vagrant alcoholic, always living on 
the brink of nothingness, and yet 
somehow, things are exactly as they 
should be!

The words and the music of Lieber 
Augustin have since swept around 
the world. In a Hans Christian 
Andersen short story, the prince 
dressed as a swineherd gets his ten 

kisses from the princess for playing 
Lieber Augustin so sweetly. Gustav 
Mahler during a Ringstrasse walk 
with Sigmund Freud in 1910 recalled 
how he had left his home to escape 
an argument between his parents. 
Pacing the street he heard a barrel 
organ playing Ach, du lieber Augustin. 
Freud’s analysis: from then on “the 
conjunction of high tragedy and light 
amusement was inextricably fixed in 
Mahler’s mind.”
 
The Inn of the Red Roof on Fleis-
chmarkt, a few metres from the 
bustling riverside quays, was eventu-
ally renamed the Griechenbeisl and 
became a favourite haunt of young 
painters such as Egon Schiele, Oskar 
Kokoschka and Gustav Klimt. 
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Matilda Lola Ajayi on 6 June 2010
Faith Echezonachukwu Okoli on 20 June 2010
Angelina Kalyani Wainstead Wickramasinghe on 11 
July 2010
Scarlett Ella Farnan on 22 August 2010

On 5 June 2010, Sigrid Ganzberger and Christopher 
Leach
On 17 July 2010, Jonathan and Stacey Gruber
On 11 September 2010, Tom England and Georgina 
Spicer
On 11 September 2010, Faye Bevington and Christian 
Granegger (in Kitzbühel)

Miraku Osadolor at the Zentralfriedhof on 28 May 
2010
Barbara Lehmann at the Simmering Crematorium on 
31 May 2010
Leslie Crook at the Simmering Crematorium on 31 May 
2010
George Sands at the Simmering Crematorium on 22 
July 2010
Richard Hoskins at the Simmering Crematorium on 3 
September 2010
Sir Harold Eton Platt at St. Leonhard’s cemetery, Graz 

HELPING HANDS NEEDED!
Our annual Bazaar is approaching fast. As was the case last year, we will have 
to transfer goods to and fro both before and after the event. This will only be 
possible with your help in carrying, loading and unloading a large number of 
boxes, tables and benches, parcels etc. May I ask anyone who is both willing and 
able to help set up our bazaar location to contact me a.s.a.p. either in church or 
by phone. Last year our team received high praise from stall holders. Let´s try 
and make sure that this year’s event runs as smoothly as it did last year. 
Herbert Stenzenberger, tel: 0664/73678557 or herbert.stenzenberger@aon.at

From the Church Registers
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In and Around Christ Church

Laura Fairburn

Herbert Bosnjak

Choral Evensong on Sunday, 5 September was made particularly 
memorable by the visit of "old friends": the choir of St. Mary´s An-

glican Church, Totnes, Devon. Our service was greatly enriched with its 
contribution of organ and choral music. This choir is no stranger to 
Christ Church, visiting us previously in September 2008. There were 
16 singers in all, a well balanced group of sopranos, altos, tenors 
and basses, all age groups represented. Earlier they had sung at the 
Roman Catholic Schubert Church Lichtenfels (9th district). Under 
their Music Director Mark Casey, they complemented our worship 
with versicles and responses (Neary), Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis 
in G, the chant version of Psalm 1 by Edward Elgar and Charles 
Wood´s Anthem Expectans expectavi.

After the service, members of the congregation welcomed the visitors at the 
Church Centre where we enjoyed a standing buffet provided by the choir of 
Christ Church (many thanks for the work and effort!). The enthusiasm and 
openness of this visiting choir were a joy to experience and we hope this 
will not be their last trip to Vienna.

The event took place at the Castelinos’ house seemingly in the middle of 
nowhere in Vienna’s 22nd district. We were met with a pleasant house 

with a pleasant garden in a pleasant landscape and a pleasant welcome. The 
weather was constantly changing, with clouds appearing and disappearing 
in the sky as if the weather could not make up its mind what it should do! 
This variety was reflected in the garden, with all sorts of plants and in the 
BBQ spread with all the typical flavours of a BBQ, with a Viennese note.

After the sung blessing thanking God for our community and the 
meal together, we began our lunch. It took well over an hour to get 

through the range of meats, salads and desserts. There were 
around 55 guests. We talked, laughed and enjoyed 

each other’s company, the beauty of the garden, the 
weather (when the sun decided to beat the clouds) 

and we spent a long and beautiful time together until 
we slowly got tired. By the time I left, I had come 
to the conclusion that I like trifle a lot and will be 

sure to attend next year’s BBQ. 

Christ Church BBQ

Choral Evensong
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A regular series of short articles that focus on different parts of the 
worldwide church each month, this issue on Cambodia was prepared 
some time ago but not previously published in this magazine.

Situated in southeast Asia between 
Thailand, Viet Nam, and Laos, 

Cambodia is one of the poorest 
countries in Asia. Heavily reliant on 
aid, it receives more aid per person 
than any other country in the world. 
Entrenched poverty is obvious in 
society, with almost 1 in 3 Cambo-
dians living on less than US$0.45 a 
day. Spiralling inflation, exacerbated 
by the current global economic cri-
sis, has led to a sharp rise in food 
prices. To compound the struggle 
for survival, many poor communi-
ties have been forced from their land 
by property investors, leaving them 
with no way to grow food or make 
a living.

Cambodia is a nation burdened with 
the legacy of conflict. The Khmer 
empire stretched over southeast Asia 
from the 9th to the 15th century. 
Over the next 4 centuries, it was 
under either Thai or Vietnamese 

rule, with short periods of independ-
ence in between. It became a French 
protectorate in 1863, and part of 
French Indochina in 1887, before 
independence in 1953. Led by Pol 
Pot, the Khmer Rouge won power 
in 1975 after a 5-year civil war. In 
pursuit of a rural utopia, the Khmer 
Rouge abolished money and private 
property and ordered city dwellers 
into the countryside to cultivate the 
fields. The effects are still seen today 
as around 70 per cent  of Cambodia’s 
workforce are employed in subsist-
ence farming. Around 1.7million 
people died in Pol Pot’s ‘killing 
fields’, many from exhaustion or 
starvation, whilst others were tor-
tured and executed. The Vietnamese 
army ousted the Khmer Rouge in 
1978, but civil war raged until 1991. 
The Khmer Rouge finally surrendered 
in 1998, but the country’s stability 
remains fragile. Today, unexploded 
munitions continue to kill and maim, 
despite an ongoing de-mining drive. 
The legacy of the brutal regime is 
also evident as services such as 
healthcare, education and housing 
continue to struggle.

The history of the Cambodian church 
is a story of periods of growth alter-
nating with periods of persecution. 
In 1555, Gaspar da Cruz, a Do-
minican priest arrived from Malacca, 
and the first Protestant missionaries 

Cambodia
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Information compiled in November 2007 from various sources, by the Revd. Mary J. Vickers, from 
whom further information may be available. Contact her by Email at: mpvmailbox-wcf@yahoo.co.u. 
‘World Church Focus’ is produced as a resource for local churches, and is partly funded by ‘Chris-
tians Aware’ (www.christiansaware.co.uk). Articles can be reproduced in church magazines, prayer 
letters, sermons, etc, but wider use needs permission from Mary Vickers who owns the copyright.



arrived in 1923. All missionaries 
were expelled in 1965 in an anti-CIA 
campaign, but were permitted to re-
turn in 1970, and by 1975 there were 
thought to be 10,000 Christians. 
By 1979 only about 200 Christians 
remained alive. The Khmer Rouge 
wanted to eliminate all religion, and 
also killed 90 per cent  of Buddhist 
monks. In 1990, when the Christian 
church in Cambodia was granted 
permission to operate by the gov-
ernment, there were 10 Protestant 
churches in the country, all in Phnom 
Penh. There are now thought to be 
well over 2,000 Protestant and Ro-
man Catholic churches, with Chris-
tians numbering around 1.5 per cent  
of the 14.5million population. The 
majority faith is Buddhism (83 per 
cent ), followed by Chinese religions 

Revd. Mary Vickers who has prepared World Church Focus as a labour of love 
for more than ten years has taken up a full time post that will leave her little 
opportunity for time-consuming outside activities. As Editor of Crossways, 
I have always enjoyed her articles that give readers an insight both into the 
countries featured—95 in all, some more than once—and the presence of the 
Anglican church in those countries. She has decided to suspend World Church 
Focus until January next year, by which time she will know if she will continue, 
someone else will take over, or whether the suspension will be permanent. She 
would welcome feedback from readers that might help her reach the right deci-
sion. I would ask all those who read these pages on a regular basis to let her 
know just how much her considerable efforts are appreciated. Her email address 
is: mpvmailbox-wcf@yahoo.co.uk

(4.7 per cent ), traditional ethnic re-
ligions (4.4 per cent ), and Islam (3.9 
per cent ). Although the church in 
Cambodia is growing, it lacks many 
of the resources that Christians in 
the West take for granted, such as 
trained pastors, Bibles, Christian 
literature and well equipped church 
buildings. Many church workers 
need a paid job outside the church in 
order to support their families. 
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Dates for your Diary

Oct. 1 (Fri) 18.30 Bring and share hosted by Sheila Hargreaves

Oct. 3 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving and First Communion

 18.00 Choral Evensong

Oct. 4 (Mon) 19.00 Alpha course begins

Oct. 6 (Wed) 19.00 Ministry Committee

Oct. 9 (Sat) 17.00 Youth Group movie night

Oct. 13 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Oct. 17 (Sun) 10.00 Laying-on of hands during 10am service

Oct. 20 (Wed) 18.00 Church Council meeting

Oct. 22 (Fri) 18.30 Taizé Service

Oct. 23 (Sat) 16.00 Nigerian Fest

Oct. 31(Sun) 10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist

Nov. 1 (Mon) 10.00 All Saints’ Day Sung Eucharist

Nov. 7 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

Nov. 12 (Fri) 18.30 Taizé Service

Nov. 13 (Sat) 16.00 Blessing of the Pebbles’ zone and HS chapel

Nov. 13 (Sat) 18.00 Youth Group bowling

Nov. 14 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Sunday Service

Nov. 17 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Nov. 20 (Sat) 10.30 Annual Advent Bazaar

Nov. 24 (Wed) 18.30 Reading Group

Nov. 28 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service

Dec. 1 (Wed) 18.00 Church Council meeting

Dec. 5 (Sun) 16.00 Annual sing-along in aid of a charity

Dec. 12 (Sun) 10.00 Sunday School nativity

 18.00 Nine Lessons and Carols

Dec. 16 (Thurs) 18.00 Klagenfurt Christmas Eucharist

Dec. 18 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle service

March 30 (Wed) 19.00 ACM

May 15 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation

    DATE    TIME       EVENT
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Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12
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