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Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

Storks arrive in southern Austria in April, where 
they are a welcome sign of the beginning of 
Spring and a popular tourist attraction. This 
month’s cover shows a pair reclaiming their 
nest in Rust, Burgenland. 
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Judy

For those who, like myself, find Christmas just a lit-
tle too much, Easter with Holy Week presents an 

opportunity to fathom one’s own spiritual depths in 
relative quietness, peace and, yes, solemnity. The Holy 
Week services at Christ Church are designed to take us 
on a spiritual journey, experiencing along the way the 
joy and despair of the Christian faith. 

The services at churches across the world on Maundy 
Thursday commemorate the Last Supper. The ministers 
in attendance wash the feet of twelve parishioners, 
recalling the humility and selflessness of Christ as he 
washed the feet of his twelve disciples. Even someone 
with podophobic tendencies cannot fail to be moved 
by the reverence with which our Chaplain, Assistant 
Chaplain or Curate kneel before members of the con-
gregation to perform the age-old ritual. At communion, 
the sacraments are blessed for the following day and 
then removed; the church is stripped of adornments. 
We move to the crypt for a one hour watch and wait 
with Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

On Good Friday at midday, Christ Church traditionally 
hosts an ecumenical service in which the leaders of all 
English-languages churches in Vienna play an active 
role. If last year’s service is anything to go by, it is not 
to be missed! At the Good Friday liturgy at 18.00, there 
is a dramatic reading of the Passion narrative taken from 
St. John’s Gospel. The crucifix is brought into church 
and people are invited to make an act of devotion. The 
choir sings the Reproaches and special prayers for Good 
Friday are said. Communicants receive the sacraments 
blessed the previous day.

The two-hour Easter Vigil at 21.00 on Holy Saturday 
begins outside in the Church garden with the lighting 
of the Easter fire and paschal candle. We enter a dark 
church and the Exsultet is sung. We listen by candle-
light to readings from the Old Testament. During the 
service, we are invited to affirm our baptismal vows at 
the font. On the following morning, we joyfully bless 
the Easter garden, sing songs of praise to celebrate the 
Resurrection of Christ and wish each other a blessed 
and happy Easter. 
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

This year the Soundings Lent Group read Cross-Shattered 
Christ (2004) by the theologian Stanley Hauerwas (born 

1940). One of the points Hauerwas was seeking to make is 
that lives lived in and out of Christ are forever being shaped 
and formed. He provides the striking example of the Trappist 
monk, Christian de Chergé (born 1937), who was beheaded in 
1996 after returning willingly to Tibhirine in Algeria knowing 
that he and his fellow monks would be the targets of Muslim 
extremists. Hauerwas writes that “Christian de Chergé is a 

martyr made possible by Christ’s death” and that our lives are “literally 
made possible, by the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ”. You can 
read Christian de Chergé’s extraordinary final testament on the Internet. It 
is regarded as a classic of modern Christian literature.

Elsewhere Hauerwas reminds the reader that Jesus himself was formed by 
the psalms. According to Hauerwas Jesus was formed to such an extent 
by the psalms that he writes, ‘Jesus is God’s psalm.’ Looking at the Seven 
Last Words from the Cross we are reminded that not only did Jesus allow 
himself to be shaped by the psalms – they also come to shape the telling 
of the Passion Narrative.

When Hauerwas touches on Jesus’ words “Do this in remembrance of me” 
he writes: “Remembrance is quite literally to be re-membered.” There is a 
twofold meaning here. The first is that when we assemble to celebrate the 
Eucharist we are re-membered as the Body of Christ. The second 
is that we are being re-membered into Christ’s l i k e -
ness. To remember is to allow one’s life to be 
shaped and formed so that it can better live out 
of God and yet remain true to itself as far as 
each one is made in the image of God.

All the above reminds us that we are becom-
ing what we already are: a new creation in 
Christ. This path, this road to freedom, is 
still active and alive in our world. Today 
men and women will say yes to God as 
he has made himself known to the world 
in Jesus. And this yes will set them on 
a road in which they will be formed, 
shaped and made new. They will be 
surprised. 
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I write this piece after having attended the morning service of lauds (6.30) at 
the Augustinian monastery in Herzogenburg in Lower Austria. I was struck 
especially by the power of familiar psalms to speak to me anew. Each week, 
year in year out, religious (monks and nuns) the world over recite the whole 
of the psalter. They thereby invite God to shape them like Christ into one of 
God’s psalms. Likewise churches and congregations like ours are set aside 
for the same purpose – for the purpose of allowing God to make each one 
of us into one of God’s psalms. Or as one of our fellow congregants put it 
recently, What I must become is a holy person!

When you read this we are about to celebrate Easter or have already en-
tered into the Easter season (50 days). Here at the Augustinian monastery 
Herzogenburg the monks are already looking forward to celebrating this 
great Christian festival. The concluding breviary prayer at the end of each 
service reminds them that Lent is not only a time of preparation, but also a 
time of anticipation. And so once again I end by reciting what St Augustine 
of Hippo exclaimed, ‘We are an Easter people and Alleluia is our song!’ The 
beginning and end of all this shaping, forming, recreating has this end: to 
make us a singing people, an Easter People–one of God’s psalms.

Holy Week services at Christ Church:

Maundy Thursday, 20.00 Maundy Thursday Liturgy followed 
April 1    by a one-hour watch in   
    the garden
    
Good Friday,   12.30 Ecumenical Service
2 April   18.00 Good Friday Liturgy

Easter Saturday  21.00 Easter Vigil with the Easter fire 
3 April

Easter Sunday  08.00 Said Eucharist
4 April   10.00 Sung Eucharist with the blessing  
    of the Easter Garden
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When the Roman Em-
peror Constantine won 

a decisive battle at the Milvian 
Bridge in the year 312, he had 
a vision. Constantine thought 
he saw in the sky the Greek 
letters Chi-Rho—the first let-
ters of the word Christ—with 
the words in hoc signo vincit, 
“in this sign, conquer”. Con-
stantine won, and took control 
of the Roman Empire, bringing 
to an end the persecution of 
Christianity, and establishing 
it as a religio licita, a permitted reli-
gion, and then recognising it as the 
religion of the Roman Empire, even 
though he himself was not baptised 
until he was dying. The church his-
torian, Eusebius of Caesarea, saw 
the conversion of Constantine as 
one of the great providential mo-
ments. Just as St. Luke, at the end 
of the Acts of the Apostles, brings 
the Gospel to Rome, the political 
heart of the known world, so now 
the kingdoms of this world, and the 
Roman Empire in particular, “have 
become the kingdom of our God and 
of his Christ”.

Would that things were so simple. A 
millennium or more after Constan-
tine, a German monk, Martin Luther, 
saw the corruption of the church 
and, in part, traced it back to Con-
stantine. Had the church captured 
the empire, or the empire captured 
the church? The relation between 
church and state has always been 
ambiguous.

Jesus was put to death by both reli-
gious and political authorities. The 
Gospel accounts of his trial include 
exchanges with Pontius Pilate, the 
Roman Governor whose name now 
echoes down the centuries through 
his place in the Creed: “he suffered 
under Pontius Pilate.” Jesus tells Pi-
late that “his kingdom is not of this 
world.” If it did belong to this world 
“my servants would be fighting.” 
“Are you a King?” said Pilate. “King 
is your word,” says Jesus. “My task 
is to bear witness to the truth.” 

When Jesus dies in the hideous 
agony of crucifixion the reason for 
his criminal’s death is nailed over 
his head: “Jesus of Nazareth, the 
king of the Jews.” Who is this Jesus? 
A political threat to the kingdoms 
of this world and to Roman author-
ity in particular. Who is Jesus? A 
disturber and distorter of religion, 
one who claimed to embody the 
presence and authority of God, who 
purported to forgive sins (which 

The Bishop’s Easter Message
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only God could do), healed the sick, 
attacked the traders in the temple, 
and who proclaimed that in him the 
kingdom or rule of God was break-
ing in. “It is expedient,” St. John 
records the High Priest, Caiaphas, 
as saying, “that one man dies for 
the people,” that one man dies lest 
the balance of religion and political 
power, the negotiated compromise, 
be overthrown. “That one man dies 
for the people”, at a deeper level 
the ushering in of something much 
more profound, a redemption much 
more costly, a bringing in of that 
new order which sets us free from 
captivity to the powers of this world 
and enslavement to the domination 
of evil.

As Christians asked themselves the 
meaning of a crucified Messiah, 
and sought to understand the para-
dox of how the preaching of God’s 
kingdom of justice, love and peace, 
ended in the crude appalling agony 
of a criminal’s death, they came to 
see it as a battle, a glorious battle, a 
wrestling with the powers of dark-
ness. As an old hymn puts it: “Death 
and life have contended, in a conflict 
all stupendous.” The darkness over 
the land spoken of in the Passion 
narratives of the Gospels, is not just 
outward but inward. The great cry of 
dereliction, Eloi, eloi, lama sabachta-
ni? My God, My God, why have you 
forsaken me? Is this the deepest 
paradox of all? God himself in our 
human nature knows the absence of 
God, the blotting out of meaning, the 

engulfing and overwhelming horror 
of darkness, nothingness, and the 
triumph of evil and death. 

The German theologian, Dietrich 
Bonhöffer, writing from a prison 
camp in Nazi Germany, where he 
was shortly to be hanged, wrote of 
God “allowing himself to be pushed 
out of the world and on to a cross.” 
God saves us through that identifi-
cation, by the seeming triumph of 
evil, and yet being absolutely and 
profoundly with us.

Therefore he who shows us God,
Helpless hangs upon the tree,
And the very nails and spear,
Tell of what God’s love must be.

Thou art God, no monarch thou,
Throned in easy state to reign,
Thou art God, whose arms of love,
Aching, spent, the world sustain.

How do we know all this? How can 
this dying be at the centre of our 
Christian faith? Only because the 
Cross is seen in the light of Easter. 
The Gospels do not end with the cry 
of dereliction, and the limp and tor-
tured body taken from the Cross and 
laid hastily in a tomb. If the stone 
rolled across the entrance to that 
tomb had sealed the story of Jesus as 
well as his lifeless body, there would 
be no Christian gospel, no good 
news of salvation, no church.

On Easter morning, “on the first day 
of the week, just as the sun was ris-
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ing” the tomb is found empty. Why? 
Because resurrection, the new crea-
tion, has happened. In a multitude 
of mysterious encounters that new 
life is found to be victorious and 
triumphant. “He is not here, he is 
risen.” The Risen Christ speaks to 
a grief-stricken Mary Magdalene, 
and calls her by name; he walks as 
a stranger with sorrowing disciples, 
and their hearts burn within them. 
He makes himself known in the 
breaking of bread. He bursts through 
the imprisoning walls of grief and 
fear to speak the word of peace – the 
peace which is the harmony of the 
new creation, a peace which passes 
all understanding. New life ripples 
out from the empty tomb in a trans-
forming tsunami of love.

Love’s redeeming work is done,
Fought the fight the battle won,
Lo our sun’s eclipse is o’er,
Lo he sets in blood no more.

“The Prince of Life who died, reigns 
immortal!” This is the kingdom for 
which we pray; this new life for all 
creation. And the cross is seen in the 
light of Easter as the place where the 
glory of God shines out, in the love 
that comes down to the lowest part 
of our need.

This is our story, this is our song! 
Let your lives be touched by this 
love, transformed by this love, a 
love which is to Easter in us, and 
reach out through us to bring new 
life to the whole world. Then indeed 
the kingdoms of this will become 
the kingdom of our God and of his 
Christ. As he promised in blessing 
and sending out his disciples, he is 
with us always to the end of the age. 
In that faith and hope and love I wish 
you the joy and the blessing of the 
Risen Christ this Easter.

+GEOFFREY GIBRALTAR
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ndrea M
antegna (1431-1506)

Although Saint Mark (referred 
to in the Acts of the Apostles 

as John Mark) is believed by some 
sources to have attended the wed-
ding in Cana where Christ changed 
water to wine, it is doubtful that 
he witnessed any other events in 
Christ’s life first-hand. What little is 
know of him—and again some of this 
is supposition—is that he was born 
in Pentapolis, a Roman province of 
North Africa, but moved to Jerusa-
lem as a child where he received a 
good education. His mother, Mary, 
was an early convert to Christian-
ity and a prominent member of the 
Christian community in Jerusalem. 
The disciples were frequent guests 
in her home, where doubtless Mark 
heard much about the life of Christ. 
In the Acts of the Apostles, we learn 
that after his release from prison, 
Peter sought refuge in Mary’s home. 
It is also generally believed that the 
“upper room” where the disciples 
gathered after the Ascension and 
where they received the Holy Spirit at 
Pentacost, was in Mary’s house. 

After the death of Christ, Mark ac-
companied Peter to Rome where he 
was asked to write an account of St. 
Peter’s preaching. He later travelled 
to Cyprus with Paul and his cousin 
Barnabas. He eventually returned to 
North Africa where he introduced 
Christianity in Alexandria, Egypt, 
established the church and served 
as its first bishop. It was at this time 
that he wrote the oldest of the four 
Gospels.

Although some sources ascribe his 
death to natural causes, the Or-
thodox Church, of which St. Mark 
is the patriarch, claims that in or 
around AD 68, enemies of Christian-
ity dragged him by the hair through 
the streets until he died. He travelled 
almost as much in death as he did in 
life. In 828, some of his relics were 
stolen by Venetian merchants and 
taken to Venice where they were 
displayed in the cathedral that bears 
his name. His head remained in 
Alexandria. On 22 June 1968, after 
eleven centuries, relics of St. Mark 
were handed over ceremoniously by 
Pope Paul VI to a high-level Coptic 
delegation and taken back to Alex-
andria. His feast is celebrated on 25 
April and his symbol is the lion.

Our chaplain has a stall in the Pro-
Cathedral of Valetta in Malta, dedi-
cated to St. Mark.  
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“You can tell the people that if 
they succeed in killing me, I 

forgive and bless those who do it. 
Hopefully, they will realize they are 
wasting their time. A bishop will die, 
but the church of God, which is the 
people, will never perish.” Oscar 
Romero speaking to a reporter in 
March 1980, days before his assas-
sination thirty years ago. 

El Salvador in 1980 was in the hands 
of a military junta; political violence 
had long become a way of life. 
Romero had a small radio station in 
San Salvador, the capital. It broad-
cast the names of people who had 
gone missing (many of whom were 
never heard from again) and whose 
families had turned to the church 
for help in tracing them. Romero 
was quite aware of the dangers of 
social involvement, but had come 
to see no alternative: “The church 
would betray its own love for God 
and its fidelity to the gospel if it 
stopped being … a defender of the 
rights of the poor … a humanizer of 
every legitimate struggle to achieve 
a more just society … that prepares 
the way for the true reign of God in 
history.”
  
Such views had taken time to de-
velop. Romero had left home at the 
age of 13 to prepare for the priest-
hood; the church was and remained 
the centre of his life. He developed a 
deep life of prayer, recommending it 
to others as the intimate divine space 
where we prepare ourselves to go 

out and encounter God in the world. 
When the Second Vatican Council 
was convened by Pope John XXIII, 
Romero had wholeheartedly wel-
comed it but was slow to accept the 
conclusions that others drew from 
it. What changed his mind and his 
conservative stance was his experi-
ence as archbishop in El Salvador. 
A few weeks after his installation, a 
priest-friend of his who was helping 
to organize rural workers into trade 
unions was murdered by a death 
squad.  Later he told an interviewer: 
“This was like a call from God.”

Romero began preaching against 
human rights violations, political 
violence, the corrupt system of jus-
tice, and iniquitous land tenure. His 
homilies were broadcast week by 
week on the diocesan radio station 
(which was bombed twice) bringing 
him a mass audience extending far 
beyond the packed cathedral. He 

Archbishop Oscar Romero
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applied the Gospel directly to con-
temporary El Salvador. But the Mass 
was never a political rally; it was a 
giant catechetical workshop in the 
heart of the Eucharistic celebration 
during which he told the truth about 
the situation in the country.
 
He called on wealthy groups for a 
change of heart – sometimes gen-
tly, sometimes more sharply. They 
believed he was deranged or duped. 
Ominous bumper stickers began 
to appear: BE A PATRIOT. KILL A 
PRIEST. (Romero’s assassination was 
in fact preceded by the killing of six 
priests; these seven killings as well 
as others were traced by a UN fact-
finding commission to senior Salva-
doran military officers.) As violence 
intensified, Romero appealed to US 
President Jimmy Carter: “You say 
you are a Christian. If you are really 
Christian, please stop military aid to 
the military here, because they use 
it only to kill my people.”  The army 
and the government were furious; 
repression merely got worse.
 
On 23 March Romero appealed 
directly to the soldiers serving in 
the army of El Salvador not to kill 
their fellow-countrymen, saying 
that God’s commandment “Thou 
shalt not kill” was more important 
than unjust orders to shoot. “In the 
name of God, in the name of this 
suffering people…I implore you, I 
beg you, I order you in the name of 
God: stop the repression.”  The next 
day he was shot dead at the altar 

while celebrating Mass. He had just 
preached a sermon on the Gospel 
text, “Unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the ground and dies, it remains 
only a single grain. But if it dies, it 
yields a rich harvest.”

Sources: James R. Brockman, S.J.: “The 
Spiritual Journey of Oscar Romero”; The 
Archbishop Romero Trust: Paper by Julian 
Filochowski;  Creighton University Col-
laborative Ministry Office: “Remembering 
Oscar Romero”; “The Church and Human 
Liberation” (verbatim text of sermon 23 
March); the Encyclopaedia Britannica.

Easter is itself now the cry of 
victory.
No one can quench the life that 
Christ has resurrected.
Neither death nor all the banners 
of death and hatred
raised against him and against 
his church can prevail.
He is the victorious one! 
Just as he will thrive in an 
unending Easter,
so we must accompany him in 
a Lent and a Holy Week
of  c ross ,  sac r i f i c e,  and 
martyrdom.
As he said, blessed are they who 
are not scandalised
by his cross.

(written by Oscar Romero on 23 
March 1980, the day before his assas-
sination. Extract from The Violence of 
Love published by Plough Publishing 
House in 2004. Reproduced with kind 
permission.) 
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Many years ago, when my 
neighbour’s young son was 

preparing for his First Communion 
in the Roman Catholic Church, I 
asked him to explain to me the dif-
ference between First Communion 
and Confirmation. With an audible 
sigh of relief—he had anticipated a 
much harder question—he quickly 
explained that “on your First Com-
munion you go to the Prater and on 
your Confirmation you get a watch”. 
I imagine that if one were to ask any 
class of seven year-olds what Easter 
was all about, the response would 
have more to do with chocolate eggs 
than the Resurrection.

Many of the Easter customs prac-
tised in different countries today are 
drawn from pagan fertility festivals 
and spring rites. Early Christians 
adopted and adjusted some of these 
practices, giving them a Christian 
dimension. The word “Easter” it-
self is not a Christian term at all 
and some churches have adopted 
the name “Resurrection Sunday” 
to replace “Easter Day”. There are 
countless theories about the origin 
of the word Easter. Some ascribe it 
to a mistranslation of “Passover”, 

Who says rabbits don’t lay eggs?

while others associate it with Ishtar, 
the Babylonian goddess of love and 
fertility, or alternatively Oestre, the 
Anglo-Saxon goddess of spring. The 
truth will remain hidden. Suffice it to 
say that Easter is a happy conver-
gence of pagan and Christian tradi-
tions, celebrated because the death 
and Resurrection of Christ coincided 
with the beginning of spring. 

In the same way that Christmas 
as a festival was not mentioned in 
the Bible, but grew with the spread 
of Christianity, so too Easter has 
evolved over the centuries. There 
are no doubt many corners of the 
world where Easter is unknown, but 
globalization will eventually ensure 
that before long, it will become a 
feature of everyone’s lives. 

Easter eggs
Again, there is no mention in the 
Bible of Easter eggs, nor anything 
that could remotely be seen to herald 
the introduction of this particular 
custom. The egg, of course, symbol-
izes new life, new beginnings and 
as such is an appropriate symbol 
for the Resurrection of Christ. More 
prosaically, since rich food, including 
eggs, was not eaten during Lent, eggs 
were instead decorated and reserved 
for a celebratory meal after Easter. It 
does not take much imagination to 
recognise that the traditional “egg 
rolling” that exists in many coun-
tries, symbolises the rolling back of 
the boulder covering the entrance of 
Jesus’ tomb. Whatever their origin, 
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Easter eggs provide great joy to chil-
dren, chocolate manufacturers and 
dentists and are here to stay.

Easter rabbit
Apparently Germany was the first 
country to produce an egg-laying 
rabbit and early German settlers in 
the United States were responsible 
for taking the “Easter bunny” across 
the ocean from whence he spread, 
as rabbits tend to do, throughout the 
world. The symbolism is the same 
as that of the egg: fertility and the 
arrival of spring.

Easter parades
The celebration of the Resurrection 
of Christ was a traditional time for 
baptism, or the new beginning of 
a life with Christ. Early Christians 
wore white robes to announce their 
baptism to the world. Many churches 
organized processions after the 
Easter service, when parishioners 
would parade their Easter finery 

Theological purists may lament the 
secularization of Easter through its 
association with rabbits and choco-
late eggs. Traditions evolve, however, 
over centuries and what is more 
significant than the origin of a given 
tradition is the importance attached 
to its practice. If the Resurrection of 
Christ is reaffirmed in the minds of 
millions of people the world over, 
both Christian and those following 
other religions, through the gift of 
Easter eggs, then tradition serves a 
valuable purpose. 

HOLY WEEK IN BRIEF

Monday
Jesus turns money lenders out of 
the temple in Jerusalem, incur-
ring the wrath of the occupying 
Romans. 
Tuesday
Jesus’ enemies ask him the fa-
mous trick question about wheth-
er it is right to pay taxes to Caesar. 
Jesus talks to his disciples on the 
Mount of Olives
Wednesday
Judas conspires with the high 
priests to betray Jesus.
Jesus is anointed in Bethany by 
Mary, sister of Martha and Laza-
rus, with expensive oil, much to 
the indignation of his disciples.
Thursday
Jesus attends the Last Supper.
Jesus washes the disciples’ feet.
The Eucharist is instituted.
Jesus is arrested in the Garden of 
Gethsemane
Friday
The trial of Jesus.
Pontius Pilate washes his hands of 
the decision to crucify Christ.
The death of Jesus on the cross. 
Saturday
Jesus rests in the tomb.
The end of Lent.
Sunday
Jesus rises from the dead.
Mary Magdalene finds his tomb 
open and empty.
Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene 
and his disciples.
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This year’s celebration of Wom-
en’s World Day of Prayer was 

held at Christ Church. Despite tak-
ing place during the working week, 
the service drew an impressive at-
tendance of women (and a handful 
of men) from the English language 
churches represented in Vienna. 

The 2010 service was carefully 
prepared by Christian women in 
Cameroon. The texts were both 
thoughtful and thought-provoking: 
we could almost hear the women 
praising God in their canoes while 
catching shrimp, harvesting honey 
from the forest or nursing a loved 
one suffering from AIDS. Women 
from The Vienna English Speaking 
Catholic Community, the English-
Speaking United Methodist Church, 
the Vienna Community Church and 

Praising God Together

others took part in the readings and 
our vibrant songs of praise, most 
of which were a delightful surprise 
to Christ Church participants, were 
led by Brenda Fox from the Vienna 
Community Church. Lucille Curran 
accompanied us on the keyboard. 
We would have welcomed greater 
participation by the Africans at 
Christ Church: their beautiful na-
tional dress that brightens up our 
Sunday services and exemplifies the 
multicultural richness of our church 
would have underscored the African 
theme of this year’s celebrations. 

There was a chance to forge new 
friendships in the Church Centre 
over cakes and coffee, prepared by 
members of our congregation. We 
left with joy in our hearts and the 
promise of a reunion next year. 
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While people all over 
the world are taking 

on special devotions for Lent, 
a group of ten children and 
young adults from Christ 
Church have been preparing 
for Confirmation with the 
Revd. Aileen Hackl and Revd. 
Jady Koch. What is particu-
larly striking about the group 
is that six of the ten were 
baptised in Christ Church! As 
the day of their confirmation 
approaches, these candidates have 
been learning all about Christianity 
and the Anglican Church. From what 
the Eucharist means to the liturgical 
colours, no Church stone is left un-
turned! “It is not nearly as boring as I 
thought it was going to be,” says one 
anonymous source. Indeed!

Generally, classes are held in the 
Church Centre on Saturdays, but 
at the time the above photo was 
taken, Jady and Liza Koch had in-
vited all candidates, including the 
two “mature” ones to their flat to 
watch a film on the life of William 
Tyndale, a 16th century Protestant 
reformer who translated  the Bible 
from Greek and Hebrew into early 
modern English. 

Bishop Geoffrey Rowell of the Dio-
cese of Europe will be coming to 
Christ Church on Sunday, 25 April 
for the confirmation service at 10.00. 
Candidates for confirmation are: 
Michael Agu, Enid Attoh, Mitja Co-
sic (Ljubljana), Zuzana Gregánová, 

Kassandra Herzog, Jessica Ogunya, 
James and Lara Schmidt, Hannah 
Schrempf, Matthew Stevens (Salz-
burg) and Kelsey and Paul Young. 
At the evening service, Bishop Geof-
frey will receive Viktoria Robertson 
(Graz) into the Church of England. 
Please remember them all in your 
prayers as they prepare for this im-
portant day in their lives.

The Church of England is part of the 
One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic 
Church, worshipping the one true 
God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It 
professes the faith uniquely revealed 
in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in 
the catholic creeds, which faith the 
Church is called upon to proclaim 
afresh in each generation. Led by 
the Holy Spirit, it has borne wit-
ness to Christian truth in its historic 
formularies, the Thirty-nine Articles 
of Religion, The Book of Common 
Prayer and the Ordering of Bishops, 
Priests and Deacons. Preface to the 
Declaration of Assent (Common 
Worship page xi). 

A Time of Preparation
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Monday Tuesday

11

18

08.30 Morning Prayer 

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings 
 resumes: faith  
 and poetry 

Third Sunday of Easter

25
Fourth Sunday of Easter

08.00 Said Eucharist
10.00 Sung Eucharist with blessing of the   
 Easter Garden

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist  
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 The Six O’Clock Sunday Service

NB  The Vienna Marathon may cause traffic diversions

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Confirmation with Bishop Geoffrey 
18.00 The Six O’Clock Sunday Service with   
 Bishop Geoffrey 

April 2010 

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings:
 faith and poetry

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings: the
 Anglican 
 tradition

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with Brassissimo
18.00 The Six O’Clock Sunday Service

Second Sunday of Easter

4

Sunday

Easter day Easter Monday

St. Mark the 
Evangalist

Women’s World Day of Prayer, 5 March 2010
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09.30 Holy Communion

16.45 Council meeting  
 with Bishop  
 Geoffrey 

12.30 Ecumenical 
 Service

18.00 Good Friday
 Liturgy

21.00 Easter Vigil with  
 the Easter Fire

10.00 Toddlers Group
Confirmation  

candidates’ weekend

10.00 Toddlers Group

20.00 Maundy  
 Thursday Liturgy

10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir Practice

15

7

14

1 2 3

8

21

09.30 Holy Communion

18.00 Church Council
 Meeting

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00  Prayer Ministry

Wednesday Thursday Friday

29 3028

6

Tuesday

22

Saturday

19.00 Scottish-style
 country dance

Maundy Thursday Good Friday Easter Eve

St. George

Women’s World Day of Prayer, 5 March 2010
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At night, soldiers came to arrest Jesus. It was nighttime when Jesus, risen from 
the dead, appeared to his disciples who hid behind locked doors because they 
were afraid. These two nights nourish the church with sweetness and bitterness. 
“It was night” is the theme of this year’s Lange Nacht der Kirchen (long night 
of churches). Christ Church, the Sacré Coeur School and the Russian Orthodox 
Church will organize a pilgrimage for Lange Nacht visitors and parishioners of 
the three churches in Vienna’s third district. We will use the opportunity to get to 
know each other better as neighbours. Walking together we will open ourselves 
to one another, visit each other’s churches and celebrate services according to 
our specific traditions. More details in the May Crossways.

Soundings will resume on 13 April with two sessions after Easter led by Sharon 
Hamilton on Faith and Poetry. This is a continuation of the popular sessions that 
Sharon led on poetry at the beginning of the year. On 27 April Soundings will 
continue with seven sessions on the Anglican Tradition. The Revd. Jady Koch is 
leading on this initiative.

This is an invitation to join the prayer ministry at Christ Church. The prime duty 
of the prayer ministry members is a commitment to intercessory/petitionary 
prayer for individuals and the needs of the world marked by thanksgiving. At 
each session we look at some aspect of prayer or devotion. We often touch on 
other subjects as well as they help us to live out our Christian lives day by day. 
If you are interested in learning how to pray and are committed to intercessory/
petitionary prayer please contact the Chaplain.

Please note that the bazaar this year will be held on 20 November in the  
Bundesamtsgebäude, Radetzkystr. This preliminary announcement gives me an 
opportunity to say thank you again to everyone who participated in last year’s 
bazaar. Your contribution is appreciated! The Chaplain

As a follow-on to our successful inaugural Ceilidh (Barn-dance) in January, we 
will be having another evening of simple Scottish-style country dancing in the 
Church Centre on Friday, 16 April, from 19.00-21.00. The dances will again be 
a mixture of group and partner dances, similar to those we enjoyed at several 
barn dances in Himberg. There will be a caller to explain the steps, with genuine 
Scottish music from CDs. No partner necessary. The cost of €4 per person in-
cludes a drink and maybe a nibble. In view of the fairly small size of our Centre, 
an email to david.hope@chello.at to state your intention to come along would 
be appreciated to help with the planning.
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This year’s retreat will be led by Father Peter Allan of the Anglican Community 
of the Resurrection. The mother house is in Mirfield, Yorkshire. Father Peter 
writes that the retreat will be based on the ‘fruit of the Spirit’ (Galatians 5). The 
three main addresses will be on love, joy and peace, plus an introduction and 
a concluding address as well as the scriptural inspiration from St Paul together 
with the very fundamental understanding of Gospel life, the life of discipleship, 
as shared life drawing on the Rule of St Benedict. Once again the venue is the 
Benedictine monastery Göttweig. It is now full, but Andrew is accepting names  
for the waiting list. Contact Andrew Rooke: am.rooke@tele2.at.
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As Spring is finally springing and will soon enough be sprung, how about a fun 
night out? Why not try our “British Pub Quiz”? Categories include: history, ge-
ography, literature, music, sport, general knowledge, quantum physics (no, only 
joking with that one!). Teams of three or four people (depending on numbers) 
with four rounds of eight questions with breaks between rounds to catch one’s 
breath and sip a little wine.
Time: 7 May 2010 at 18.30 for a bring and share supper (potluck to you North 
Americans!) and 20.00 for quizzing.
Place: Sara and Eric Sandberg’s flat. Contact the Church Office for directions or 
email Sara at ecsandberg@gmail.com.

Brassissimo will be performing at Christ Church on Sunday, 11 April at the 10.00 
service. Sean Nield, our verger, is a member of this fun loving group of musicians. 
For further information please visit their website: www.brassissimo.at. 

On Sunday, 2 May, Annemarie Bösch will play the recorder at the 10.00 service. 
She is a member of the recorder ensemble, Phoenix Brock Austria.

At Choral Evensong on Sunday, 3 May, the choir will perform Psalm 23 by Eu-
gene Hartzell (the American composer) to commemorate the tenth anniversary 
of his death. Eugene was the husband of Tatiana Hartzell.

This year our Pentecost celebrations will be enriched after the various Sunday 
services with the addition of a bonfire at Falkenhof, Himberg—a Pentecost 
Fire - on Sunday 23 May. At sunset we will light the bonfire and have a small 
service to celebrate this third great Christian feast that marks the giving of 
God’s Holy Spirit at Pentecost. If you can help on the day please contact Nikki 
Hertford-Scheiber.
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Carnuntum

Twenty five kilometres east of 
Vienna: I am travelling along 

the south bank of the Danube 
through flat farmland, wheat fields, 
orchards and vineyards dotted with 
tidy villages. My destination: the 
two settlements of Petronell and 
Bad Deutsch Altenburg. Here, on 
a crescent-shaped stretch of land, 
hugging the Danube over more than 
three kilometres, was the site of 
Carnuntum, during four centuries 
the most important Roman military 
encampment, major city on the 
Danube frontier and capital of the 
Roman province of Pannonia.

I arrive for my appointment at the 
archeological excavations of Car-
nuntum in Petronell. It is late May 
but eastern Austria is experiencing 
a heat wave. Carnuntum’s veteran 
guide emerges from his office. He 
greets me a little blearily. He is 
perspiring gently and appears har-
rassed at being interrupted from, 
what I imagine, was a short siesta.  
He takes me through the excava-
tions. We are walking on the streets 
of the ancient city, which form a 
regular grid, paved with flat stones. 
The lower parts of walls of scores of 
ancient buildings are visible. “What 
you see”, he says, with a sweep of 
his hand, “is about two per cent of 
the totality of the Roman settlement. 
We know what is underground from 
our aerial surveys. The military 
encampment was two kilometres 
downstream situated on the ridge 
at Bad Deutsch Altenburg,” (I will 

visit the iodine-sulphur hot thermal 
springs of Bad Deutsch Altenburg 
where the legionnaires used to 
bathe). “The civilians opted to live 
separately from the military’’, my 
guide continues, “so the city grew 
up here. Then a cavalry fort was built 
between the two settlements, in ef-
fect joining them. Altogether it was 
a massive place with an estimated 
population of 50,000 at its peak.’’

It is indeed massive. Already excavat-
ed, two well-preserved amphithea-
tres, the remains of temples, baths, 
arches and many private houses as 
well as tombs and a wealth of coins, 
inscriptions and other finds perpetu-
ate the memory of Carnuntum. 

We walk to a promontory overlook-
ing the fast-flowing Danube. Here, 
since the ice age, the river bank has 
formed a small cliff, high enough to 
protect the settlements from flooding. 
The river rises up to eight metres 
from its low water to high water 
mark. Below us we catch glimpses 
of silver, sluggish side arms of the 
river, glinting through luxurious 
vegetation. On the opposite bank 
the forest rears up, a wall of green. 
The chorus of springtime birdsong is 
almost joyous. 

“Imagine,’’ my guide begins quietly, 
“how the river flowed for thousands 
of years, before it was channelled 
into one main stream to make it 
navigable’’. He pauses and gestures 
at the forested swamps below us. by
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“Something like that, but three or 
four kilometres wide. The river 
would have divided into six or seven 
branches, separated by islets. And 
somewhere just east of where we 
are standing—we don’t know exactly 
where—the Danube could be forded 
without swimming.’’ He pauses for 
effect. I say nothing and receive the 
distinct impression he feels he is 
wasting time on a none-too-bright 
student. “The river could not have 
been more than eighty centimetres 
deep in any one place,’’ he contin-
ues a trifle impatiently, indicating 
the depth with his hands. “Horses 
were much smaller. Wagon wheels 
were much smaller. Any transported 
goods would be damaged or de-
stroyed by water levels of a metre 
or more.’’ I stand, mute, watching 
a barge battling its way up river 
against the current. “You are look-
ing,’’ he continues dramatically, “at 
the oldest documented trade route 
on the mainland of Europe. The 
Amber road!’’ 

I read up on the Amber road at 
Carnuntum, a crossing point of the 
Danube since the dawn of human 
history. 

From as long as memory exists, man 
carried amber, “the gold of the sea” 
south along routes to the Danube 
from where it was transported to 
Egypt, Greece and Rome. Amber 
was unique. It was indispensable 
as a gem for ornaments or could be 
fashioned into amulets or beads. A 

magical stone, applied to cure all 
manner of diseases, it was also light 
and easily transportable. 

The Romans arrived in Carnuntum 
soon after the birth of Christ. De-
mand for fashionable amber in Rome 
was booming. An exploration party 
was sent north from Carnuntum 
during the reign of Emperor Nero 
to procure a constant supply. When 
the soldiers returned, they carried 
with them a huge amount of amber, 
and the extraordinary news that the 
“gold of the sea” washed up onto 
the northern beaches in basketful 
quantities! But, they concluded, the 
journey of six hundred Roman miles 
through hostile territory could never 
be protected. 

photo ©
 Steve H
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Emperor Marcus Aurelius came to 
Carnuntum in A.D. 169. His mission 
was to push back the Marcomanni 
and Quadi, German tribes that had 
broken through the Roman defences. 
He was to spend much of the next 
decade securing the Danube fron-
tier. In times of respite from forced 
marches, on the eve of battles on 
which the fate of the empire hung, 
he began to systemize his writings 
into a series of meditations which 
contain within them great gentleness 
and restrained love for mankind. 
Written by the Emperor of half the 
known word, through times of great 
privilege and great adversity, they 
represent a practical moral guide as 
true now as it was then. 

In Carnuntum, in A.D. 193 the Ro-
man troops in Pannonia proclaimed 
their commander, the African Septi-
mius Severus, emperor. During his 
reign, the forceful ruler, grateful to 
his troops, granted the flourishing 
settlement the honorary title of a 
colonia, the highest status for a Ro-

man city. After ten years of rule, he 
returned for a commemorative visit 
to Carnuntum. 

Just over a century later in A.D. 307, 
three emperors converged on Car-
nuntum when the retired emperor 
Diocletian held a conference with 
his fellow rulers of the newly divided 
Roman Empire, to solve the tricky 
problem of succession. 

And yet by the end of the fourth 
century Carnuntum was in terminal 
decline. When Emperor Valentinian 
visited the Danube frontier in A.D. 
395 he found the capital of Pannonia 
“an abandoned, dirty village.”
 
Unlike the modern cities of Vienna, 
Budapest and Ljubljana, under-
pinned by their Roman pasts, Car-
nuntum remains to this day, mostly 
buried underground. Above ground, 
resolutely provincial, slumbering 
Austrian villages are unheeding of 
their glorious past. Why? Is the ques-
tion I am dying to ask. “We think it 

was an earthquake,’’ 
my guide replies som-
brely. It is a warm 
day. In the distance, 
workmen, stripped to 
the waist, are putting 
the finishing touches 
to the reconstruct-
ed temple of Diana. 
“Our archaeologists 
discovered seismic 
deformation to many 
of the foundations,’’ 

photo © Steve Haider, reproduced with kind permission
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continues my guide, ‘’archways that 
had crumbled unnaturally, a stone 
wall two feet thick lying on its side. 
Also we know that in the second 
half of the fourth century there was 
extensive rebuilding in the military 
camp – and at the same time much 
of the civilian population abandoned 
the city. At first we thought it was 
because of more frequent attacks. 
After all, a ford across the Danube 
didn’t only bring advantages,’’ he 
grins, ‘’also destructive raiding 
– and eventually, under pressure 
from the great migration of peoples, 
tribes were compelled to cross the 
river to find new living space. But 
Vienna survived and flourished, so 
why not Carnuntum?’’ he concludes 
pensively. 

“An earthquake?’’ I suppose I must 
have revealed my scepticism. The 
guide is again sweating in the mid-
day sun. ‘’You don’t believe it.’’ A 
slightly irritated expression flashes 
across his face. ‘’Didn’t you know we 

are sitting on a fault line? Geologists 
call it the Vienna Basin fault. The 
fourth century quake was probably 
the strongest but others have oc-
curred. 

He leans forward towards me almost 
conspiratorially, this man who has 
devoted much of his life to explaining 
the life of this buried city, confronted 
by the inexplicable fact of its death. 
“It seems trade along the Amber 
route came to a halt,’’ he confesses,  
“Nothing is recorded for hundreds 
of years.’’ 

“The whole of the Roman world was 
in turmoil.’’ I put in sensibly. He nods. 
“That’s true. The Roman settlers 
abandoned the city. But I believe 
after the earthquake, the river at Car-
nuntum could no longer be forded. 
It had become too deep. And that 
would mean,’’ he pauses, ‘’the very 
reason for this settlement of 50,000 
people—as large as London at that 
time you know—had gone!’’ 

Calling on roving reporters
Have you been anywhere in or around Vienna that might 
be of interest to other readers? Have you organized an 
event for other members of the congregation? Are you 
involved in one of the regular activities of Christ Church? 
Did you attend one of the many ad hoc events organized in 
or around Christ Church? If so, how about sharing your experience with 
others. I can only write about events that I attend personally, yet I cannot 
attend on each and every occasion. If Crossways is to be a true reflection of 
what is going on at Christ Church, then it needs your contributions! Don’t 
leave it up to “someone else”; “someone else” is always too busy and will 
in turn rely on “someone else”. You get the picture!               Ed
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A regular series of short articles that focus on different parts of the 
worldwide church each month; bringing news as well as a prayer of 
or for the area concerned. The following article was prepared before 
a violent earthquake hit Chile on 27 February, causing widespread 
damage and claiming hundreds of lives. 
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CHILE

Chile lies on the west coast of Lat-
in America, between the Pacific 

Ocean and the Andes mountains. Its 
ribbon-like shape—4,300 km long 
and on average 175 km wide—gives 
it a hugely varied climate, ranging 
from the world’s driest desert in the 
north, the Atacama, to a Mediter-
ranean climate in the centre, to an 
Alpine climate in the south, with gla-
ciers, fjords and lakes. It also means 
that the earthquake has affected an 
area almost the length of England, 
like a quake in Newcastle bringing 
down buildings in London.

After independence from Spain in 
1810, Chile had a relatively stable 
political history until the 1973 mili-
tary coup of General Pinochet. His 
17-year rule was one of the bloodiest 
in twentieth century Latin America, 
and left more than 3,000 people 
dead and missing. Chile has stead-
ily come to terms with the legacy 
of Pinochet’s rule, although some 
divisions are still reported. Latin 
America’s fastest-growing economy 
in the 1990s, it has weathered recent 
regional economic instability; but is 
vulnerable in a global recession as it 
faces the challenges of diversifying 
its copper-dependent economy and 
addressing uneven wealth distribu-
tion. Around 30 per cent of the popu-

lation live in poverty; unemployment 
is around 6 per cent; and crime 
continues to rise. Current president, 
Michelle Bachelet, is the fourth 
consecutive president from the left-
wing coalition which has led Chile 
since military rule ended. Also the 
nation’s first female president, she 
was herself jailed and tortured by the 
former military junta. Sebastian Pin-
era, a wealthy tycoon, was elected in 
January 2010 to become Chile’s first 
right-wing leader since Pinochet. 
Due to be sworn in on 11 March, he 
has angrily dismissed comparisons 
with Italy’s Silvio Berlusconi, also a 
powerful businessman. Mr Pinera 
promised that, if elected, he would 
set up a blind trust to run his wealth 
at arm’s length.

Almost 90 per cent of Chile’s 
16,698,970 population are Chris-
tian, of whom 70 per cent are Ro-
man Catholic. The vast majority of 
non-Roman Catholic Christians are 
Pentecostal. Other denominations 
include the Evangelical Lutheran, 
Baptist, Methodist, and Anglican 
Churches. Non-Christians follow 
traditional ethnic religions or belong 
to relatively tiny Jewish, Baha’i, Bud-
dhist, Muslim communities. There 
is freedom of religion. The Roman 
Catholic Church was disestablished 
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Information compiled in November 2007 from various sources, by the Revd. Mary J. Vickers, from 
whom further information may be available. Contact her by Email at: mpvmailbox-wcf@yahoo.co.u. 
‘World Church Focus’ is produced as a resource for local churches, and is partly funded by ‘Chris-
tians Aware’ (www.christiansaware.co.uk). Articles can be reproduced in church magazines, prayer 
letters, sermons, etc, but wider use needs permission from Mary Vickers who owns the copyright.

in 1925 but legislation to make all 
denominations equal under law 
foundered in the 1990s on Roman 
Catholic objections. Introduced in 
the 16th century by Dominican and 
Fransiscan friars who accompanied 
Spanish colonialists, the Roman 
Catholic Church has been deeply im-
pacted by liberation theology. Prot-
estant missions began in 1821, and 
the presence of the Anglican Church 
of Chile dates from 1830 when Eng-
lishman Allen Gardiner arrived with 
the vision of bringing evangelism to 
the native Indians of the south. The 
first church was built in Valparaiso, 
and services began in 1869. There 
are currently around 80 congrega-
tions, led by Bishop Hector Zavala 
Muñoz, and an auxiliary Bishop in 
the South, Abelino Apeleo Puel. The 
Anglican Church has made contribu-
tions to education, environmental 
health, and agriculture, and has a 
strong record of supporting people in 
situations of great vulnerability.

God of grace and deep disturbance, we know you in the beauty and 
the terror of your world: Grant to all who shudder in the aftermath of 

earthquake and tsunami the knowledge of your gentle love to hold and 
heal. And may that costly love be known through the unshakeable bonds 
of generosity  that bind your people here and everywhere; Through Jesus 

Christ our rock and our strong tower.  Amen

The idyllic Andean scenery of Chile

The tidal wave caused by the 27 February earthquake 
wreaked havoc on coastal areas
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(below) Churchwarden Philip Reading addresses the 
Annual Church Meeting on 17 March

(left) Archdeacon Patrick Curran on St. Patrick’s Day, 
sporting a gift from the late Maurice Pezet

Mothering Sunday at Christ Church

(above left) Blessing Christ Church member Sarah Baldwin 
who is leaving Vienna

In and Around Christ Church
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EASTER QUIZ

1. Where did the name Easter 
come from? 
 a) The direction the sun rises 
 b) A pagan goddess
 c) The country of Austria 
 d) Queen Esther 

2. Which activity was tradition-
ally considered to bring bad luck 
if performed on Good Friday?
 a) Cutting one’s hair 
 b) Doing laundry 
 c) Preparing food
 d) Drinking milk 

3. Where did the tradition of the 
Easter Bunny originate?  
 a) France 
 b) England 
 c) Spain 
 d) Germany

4. Eggs dyed which color were 
once given to children on Easter 
Sunday in the belief that they 
would protect them from bad luck 
throughout the year? 
 a) Red 
 b) Blue 
 c) Yellow 
 d) Green 

5. At Maundy Thursday church 
services in some countries, priests 
will perform what task in remem-
brance of what Jesus did at the 
Last Supper? 
 a) Wash the feet of the  
    congregation
 b) Distribute coins to the poor 
 c) Bless the bread and wine 
 d) Wash his hands.

6. In the Middle Ages in England, 
servants were given the day off 
on Mothering Sunday, the fourth 
Sunday of Lent. Many would re-
turn home to visit their mothers. 
What was their traditional gift? 
 a) Lamb 
 b) Ham 
 c) Simnel cake 
 d) Easter eggs 

7. In some European countries, 
it is traditional to have large 
bonfires on Easter Eve. What is 
burned at these fires? 
 a) Palms from the previous  
     year 
 b) Old Christmas trees 
 c) Old clothes 
 d) Effigies of Judas Iscariot

1. (b); 2. (b); 3. (d); 4. (a); 5. (a); 6. (c); 7. (d)

Mothering Sunday at Christ Church
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Dates for your Diary

April 1 (Thurs) 20.00 Maundy Thursday Liturgy
April 2  12.30 Ecumenical Service
Good Friday 18.00 Good Friday Liturgy
April 3 (Sat) 21.00 Easter Vigil
April 4 08.00 Said Eucharist 
Easter Sunday 10.00 Sung Eucharist
April 14 (Wed) 18.00 Church Council meeting
April 16 (Fri) 19.00 Ceilidh (Scottish-style dancing)     
April 24 (Sat) 16.45 Church Council meeting with Bishop Geoffrey
April 25 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation with Bishop Geoffrey
April 27 (Tues) 19.00 Soundings restarts: The Anglican Tradition
April 28 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
May 1 (Sat) 10.30 Council Quiet Day
May 2 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong
May 5 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group: A Book of Silence  
  by Sara Maitland
May 7 (Fri) 19.00 Quiz night at the Sandbergs (tbc)
May 13 (Thurs) 10.00 Ascension Day: Preacher Christoph Wutscher
May 15 (Sat) 15.30 Outing to the Wotruba Kirche
May 23 (Sun) 18.30 Pentecost bonfire at Himberg
May 28 (Fri) 19.00 Lange Nacht der Kirchen
May 30 (Sun) 18.00 Service with laying-on of hands
June 2 (Wed) 18.00 Church Council meeting
June 6 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist and Sunday School picnic
June 9 (Wed) 19.00 Ministry Committee
June 11-13  Retreat at Stift Göttweig
August 21 ((Sat)  Walk at Prein an der Rax
August 28 (Sat)  Parish Outing
Sept. 5 (Sun)  Christ Church BBQ
Sept.16-19  Archdeaconry Synod, Vienna (tbc)
Sept. 25 (Sat)  Youth and Family retreat (tbc)
Oct. 3 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving
Oct. 17 (Sun) 10.00 Laying-on of hands during 10am service
Nov. 14 (Sun)  Remembrance Sunday

    DATE    TIME       EVENT
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Personal Ads and Notices

klavierklasse – PianoStudio
Wouldn’t you like to learn the piano if 
it were exciting, intelligent, refreshing 
and supporting? From absolute 
beginners to the concert podium, for 
children, adults, advanced learners and 
beginners of any age, for you. Contact: 
Lourenço Finatti, 0676/3323422 or 
finatti@utanet.at (www.finatti.com)

Computer Service Vienna
Gary fixes and installs your computer, 
printer, Internet connection etc.
Fast - Reliable - Affordable
www.ComputerServiceVienna.com                 
Hotline: 0650/689 57 57

Cat sitter available 
Are you going away temporarily? 
There’s no need to send your feline 
companion to a cattery. Cat-sitter 
available. Visit daily or live in. By 
arrangement. Ring Laura Fairburn 
01/310 1766.

Attention uk pensioners
Due to changes in EC regulations, 
from the 1st May  2010, if you receive 
pension payments from the UK or are 
a dependant of somebody working in 
the UK, the UK will now be responsible 
for the issue of your European Health 
Insurance Card (EHIC) instead of the 
member state ie Austria, where you 
are living. For more information on 
the planned changes please see the 
NHS website on: http://www.nhs.
uk/NHSEngland/Healthcareabroad/
Pages/EUregulations.aspx 

Professional Engineering
Is anyone interested in receiving (read) 
copies of the informative monthly 
magazine issued by the Institute of 
Mechanical Engineers? If so, please 
contact us below. Also, could anyone 
assist us in copying 8 mm films and 
video tapes onto DVD? Please contact 
Betty and Fred Gruber Tel: 370 3238 
or e-mail: grimpson@aon.at  

T
his space is reserved for m

em
bers of the congregation to place private ads. 
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English-speaking Counsellor
Austrian born, US-trained Counsellor, 
w i th  a  broad background in 
counselling and marriage and family 
therapy in a multicultural setting 
offers counselling/therapy services 
to the international community in a 
range of areas including relationship/
marital issues, cross-cultural issues,  
life transitions, grief and loss, 
anxiety, depression, trauma and 
spiritual issues. Contact details: Tel. 
06991709503 or olson.charlotte@
gmail.com. 

French and Arabic teacher
Jacqueline (French/Arabic mother 
tongue) offers lessons in both languages 
(grammar and conversation) for adults 
and children. She lives in the 18th 
district and can give lessons at home or 
if necessary come to your home. Please 
call her on 0664/559 2646 or call me 
for further information or a reference. 
Judy Castelino 285 1802   

Website for young families
A new website has been launched for 
English/German speaking families with 
young children, living in Vienna (www.
citykids.at). The website includes lists, 
descriptions and links to the best 
services, shops, courses, activities 
and much more. It will be particularly 
useful for families still finding their 
feet in a new country but there is 
something to interest all families with 
young children.
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