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“And now abideth 
faith, hope, charity, 
these three; but the 

greatest of these  
is charity”  

1 Corinthians 13:13
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Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

This month’s cover shows a scene of devasta-
tion after the 12 January earthquake in Haiti, 
taken by AP photographer Gerald Herbert. 
PLEASE donate generously to one of the many 
aid agencies involved in relief efforts.

Claus
Rechteck
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to be considered for publication 
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the Editor on 01-285 1802.

Judy

The Chaplain’s sermon on Sunday, 17 March, fo-
cused, inevitably, on the unfolding tragedy caused 

by the 12 January earthquake in Haiti. Non-believers 
will doubtless be having a field day: a human tragedy of 
this dimension—not occasioned by man’s greed, cruelty, 
misguided sense of justice or any one of the thousand 
instances where life is lost at the hand of a fellow human 
being; not the result of one nation intent on destroying 
another; not the result of global warming and the effects 
of an over-indulgent lifestyle on the environment. This, 
they will gloat, is surely clear proof that there can be no 
God! Even among those still keeping their options open, 
the degree of human suffering and devastation caused 
by the earthquake for no reason other than an apparent 
quirk of nature, may well sway the balance.

Yet among the heart-wrenching photos and video 
coverage of destroyed lives, families and buildings, 
one sees people praying, holding up a cross, or—as 
we witnessed on the news—repeating over and over 
“Thank you, Jesus, thank you Jesus” as they are pulled 
from the rubble. Those who continue to hold services 
in front of the ruins of their churches could teach the 
rest of the world a lesson or two about faith! As our 
Chaplain observed, it would be the ultimate cruelty—as 
well as futile—to try to take it away from them. When 
lives are in tatters, whether on the scale of the Haitian 
tragedy or on a personal level, we find comfort in our 
faith. I pray that the people of Haiti, the survivors who 
are at the same time the bereaved, will continue to 
find strength in their own prayers. Apart from praying, 
we are of course in a position to help in a concrete 
way, through generous donations to one of the many 
worthy charities working tirelessly to feed the hungry, 
care for the orphans and the helpless and minister to 
the sick. As Lent approaches and we consider what 
we can “give up”, let us all, regardless of our personal 
circumstances, make a commitment to “give” as well. 
We can all do without one meal—the cost of one fam-
ily meal is enough to feed several families in Haiti—or 
a cinema ticket, a new pair of shoes, a haircut, a treat 
for the kids ... all these can wait, while the survivors of 
the Haiti earthquake cannot.
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

Many years ago 
my brother told 

me about preaching 
in a place called Sac-
riston outside Durham, 
England. A sacristan is 
somewhat like a ver-
ger. Previous vergers 
at Christ Church have 

been Fred Smith and Ann Wanzen-
böck. Our present verger is Sean 
Neald.
 
I warm to the word “sacristan” be-
cause it contains within it the Latin 
word for sacred or holy: sacra. A 
sacristan is therefore a keeper of 
holy things. All the people of God 
have this duty, this responsibility, 
this privilege and this joy of being 
keepers of holy things. The public 
ministry of the Church which is 
contained in its threefold ministry 

(deacon, priest and bishop) is to be 
an outward and visible sign of what 
we are all being called to be.
 
This is a long introduction to ask-
ing the question, “Is it just me who 
feels that we have less and less un-
derstanding or appreciation of the 
sacred and holy?” For me this mani-
fests itself especially and regularly in 
the lack of understanding that people 
have who request baptism and/or 
the blessing of their marriages; a lack 
of appreciation for what the Church 
requires. It also manifests itself al-
most weekly when people regularly 
cannot get to church on time.

The Church is called upon to prepare 
people for baptism and marriage, 
these precious moments when God 
intersects with their lives in a special 
way. Baptism and Christian marriage 
are not simply or even primarily fam-
ily events. They are divine events. 
God imparts his grace. It seems to 
many who require these so-called 
occasional services of the Church 
that the Church is simply being 
awkward in requiring couples or 
parents to plan and converse, to be 
instructed in and committed to the 
act of baptism and marriage.
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the eminent Lu-
theran theologian during the Nazi era 
in Germany, spoke and wrote about 
“cheap grace” meaning that grace 
was being too easily dispensed. He 
was, if I remember correctly, thinking 
about people making their confes-
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sion at no cost to themselves. They 
lacked true contrition. How much 
does our common confession of sins 
at the Sunday service ever really cost 
us? It is for this reason and others 
that the Church retains the practice 
of auricular confession. I love the 
German word Ohrenbeichte. In private 
confession, sins are articulated in 
words and sentences and then only 
is the absolution pronounced. This 
can be a sobering process if under-
taken seriously.

As Christians, as members of the 
Church, we must always remind our-

Is it just me?

selves that we have been entrusted 
with the things of God for the good of 
all his people. The things that make 
us whole and thereby make us holy 
because they are of God. God is the 
agent. We in turn are being called 
upon to be good stewards of these 
his instruments. Likewise our bodies 
are to be living temples to the Lord. 
There can be no cheap grace for God 
so loved the world that whosoever 
believes in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life.

Little feet can get restless during a long service, especially as it draws to a conclusion. 
These two toddlers decided to see if it was more fun at the other end of the church (it 
was!) and leaving their mothers in the back row, joined Patrick and Jady, who wel-
comed them with open arms. Claus Michalek caught this special moment on camera. 
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Christoph Wutscher
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Do you come from a family of 
church-goers?
Yes. I was born and brought up in 
Vienna and, along with my two 
older sisters, attended the Roman 
Catholic church in the ninth district 
of Vienna, where Schubert used to 
sing, conduct and play the organ. 
For that reason, it is known as the 
Schubertkirche although the correct 
name is the Pfarre Lichtental. After 
my first communion, I became a 
server and really enjoyed taking an 
active part in the service. Our priest 
was from Hungary and had a sense 
for the mystical that he transferred 
to me. 

When he retired, my father de-
cided to devote more time to the 
church and was ordained last year 
as a deacon at a ceremony at St. 
Stephan’s Cathedral, by Cardinal 
Schönborn. My family had invited a 
number of friends from different faith 
traditions—in addition to Archdea-
con Patrick’s attendance there were 
Bulgarian Orthodox and Lutheran 
friends of my father—and it was a 
very special occasion. 

When did you develop your love 
of music?
As a child, I loved church music 
and when I was 16, I started voice 
lessons. I joined the Bachgemeinde 
Wien and a year later I formed an-
other choir in the parish. Neither of 
my parents are particularly musi-
cal but apparently one of my great 
grandfathers played the organ and 
another grandfather played other 
instruments.

What did you do after you left 
school?
First of all, instead of military serv-
ice, I opted for social service and 
worked for the Samariter ambulanc-
es, as a home help and with meals 
on wheels. Although I had initially 
wanted to train as a singer and actu-
ally took a pre-course at university, 
my experience of social work steered 
me rather towards theology and I 
admit that I harboured thoughts of 
becoming a Roman Catholic priest. 
I began my studies in theology but 
after a year and a half had a change 

Christoph Wutscher is Director of the 
Christ Church Choir and, in addition 
to conducting, has sung as a solo-
ist and with the choir on numerous 
occasions. Recently, the Chaplain 
announced that Christoph had some 
exciting new plans for his future.
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of heart. I realized that the life of a 
Catholic priest would not be right for 
me and I no longer felt comfortable in 
my studies. I reverted to my original 
plan and took courses in the com-
ing years in voice, conducting, choir 
leadership and sacred music. One 
of my most inspiring teachers was 
James Moore, an American living in 
Vienna, who taught me conducting 
as well as a lot about spirituality. 
He has composed many beautiful 
sacred pieces, including “The Irish 
Blessing”. In addition to singing and 
conducting, I play the piano and 
the organ and took lessons from 
Emanuel [Schmelzer-Ziringer]. He 
treats the organ in a very special 
way and I learned much from him. I 
enjoy the occasions when I play at 
Christ Church. 

Have you completed your musical 
studies?
No! Although I am a teacher myself, 
giving voice lessons and teach-
ing at the Performing Arts Studios 
in Vienna, I believe that being a 
musician is a continuous learning 
process. I still take voice lessons in 
Sankt Pölten. I am also studying for 
an MA in Sacred Music Studies at 
Bangor University in north Wales. 
The course is designed for people 
already working and involves mostly 
written assignments. My latest as-
signment was on music and liturgy in 
the English Reformation. Every two 
months, I go to Bangor for a couple 
of days. I am about half way through 
the three-year course.

How did you become Choir Director 
of Christ Church?
I was given a temporary job lead-
ing the choir for a month, while the 
post was advertised. John Winbigler, 
a former Choir Director who was 
singing in the choir at that time, 
saw me conducting, and asked if I 
would be interested in applying for 
the post. After my interview with 
Patrick, Emanuel, Philip Reading 
and John Winbigler, I was offered 
the job and began as Choir Director 
in early 2004. This was my point 
of entry into the Anglican Church. 
I had been previously unaware of 
the lively musical tradition in the 
Anglican Church but soon “found my 
way” into English music that is not 
very well known in Austria. Most of 
the hymns and anthems were new 
to me, but I was very impressed by 
the engagement and enthusiasm of 
the congregation. One of my greatest 
joys as Choir Director is supporting 
the congregation as they sing. 

What do you particularly like 
about Christ Church and how can 
we draw more young people into 
the congregation?
I enjoy the international congrega-
tion. It is wonderful to have so many 
people from different cultural and 
church backgrounds worshipping 
together. And it is simply amazing 
what this small community is able 
to achieve—the annual Church 
bazaar, for example. As far as en-
couraging young people to come to 
church, generally, this is a problem 
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facing most churches. I think that 
Christ Church is blessed with the 
attendance of many younger people 
already, compared to other churches 
I have visited. It might be that Jady’s 
effort in building up the Six O’clock 
service will draw more young people. 
I wish him all the best for his work.

What turned you into an anglo-
phile?
That’s difficult. I have always had 
an affiliation with things British and 
feel very much at home in England, 
Scotland and Wales. I can’t explain 
this. My parents don’t speak much 
English, but have travelled with me 
in Scotland and Wales. I myself have 
been all over the country and have 
made a lot of friends, many through 
the various music courses that I have 
attended. I particularly love Scot-
land, especially the west coast. 

Some years ago, I visited Iona and 
met John Bell the hymn writer and 
member of the Iona Community. I 
sent him an email saying how much 
I enjoyed his music and he replied 
that he’d be glad to meet me on my 

next visit to Scotland. We met up for 
dinner in Glasgow. We have sung 
some of his pieces in Christ Church, 
both anthems and hymns. His music 
really speaks! At one service, all the 
hymns and music used was from the 
Iona Community.
 
When did you become an An-
glican
I’m not yet officially an Anglican but 
will be received into the Church of 
England in due course, something I 
am really looking forward to. I love 
the richness of the Anglican Church 
in terms of community and liturgy. 
The Easter services in particular res-
onate with me. Of course, I still love 
the Roman Catholic Church and the 
deep power in the liturgy, and I know 
that in the Anglican tradition there is 
space for the Catholic Church.

At what stage did you decide 
you wanted to be ordained as a 
priest?
Throughout my life, vocation has 
regularly knocked on my door. The 
Anglican Church made it possible for 
me to reconsider ordination. By the 
time I spoke to Patrick about it, he 
already knew what was on my mind! 
I had talked to him previously about 
my calling, but never in any depth.

What happened next?
Patrick arranged for me to meet 
Dr. Rosemary Selle, the Anglican 
Vocation Adviser in Heidelberg 
for a sort of “pre-interview”. The 
next step was a visit at the begin-
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ning of December last year to the 
Diocesan Office, Westminster, the 
headquarters of the Diocese in 
Europe, where I had an interview 
with the Revd. William Gulliford,  
Director of Ordinands for the Diocese 
of Europe. If I am finally selected, he 
would be the one to see me through 
my studies and organize a curacy 
and posting. He is a wonderful man 
and plans to visit Christ Church in 
early summer. 

In February, I am going to attend an 
informal vocational enquirers week-
end in Chichester for applicants from 
the Diocese of Europe. Judging by 
the names of the other eight candi-
dates, most of them, like me, are, not 
British. The next big step will be a 
pre-selection conference in October 
in London. It involves a three-day 
interview and I will be looked at from 
different angles to assess my suit-
ability. Obviously, they need people 
with sense of parish life in addition 
to a vocation. Hopefully, this will 
lead to the Bishop’s Advisory Panel, 
to be held early in 2011. 

If I make it through the selection 
process, I would begin studying at 
theological college in autumn 2011. 
The course is for two or three years, 
and I can choose between Ripon Col-
lege Cuddesdon in Oxford, Westcott 
House in Cambridge or Mirfield 
Theological College in Yorkshire. 
In any event, I have the feeling that 
when I move to the UK, it will be a 
permanent move.

What do your parents think?
My parents and I are very close 
and they were not surprised at my 
decision and indeed they had seen 
it coming. They think it’s wonderful 
and have been very encouraging and 
supportive. They always thought 
that one day I would make my 
home in England! My parents have 
attended choral evensong at Christ 
Church several times as well as the 
Advent Carol Service.

Do you intend to change your 
bachelor status?
I would like to get married one day, 
although I realize that the life of a 
vicar’s spouse makes high demands 
on anyone. I have a girlfriend who, 
like me, is a singer and who is study-
ing at Vienna University. She also 
sings in our choir at Christ Church 
whenever she can. 

How can you combine your two 
vocations?
Although it has been a major part 
of my life so far, music as an end 
in itself is not enough for me. In all 
its forms, it has taken on a spiritual 
dimension. Whenever I make mu-
sic, it is important for me to make 
it a prayer as well. Using music for 
the glory of God is the highest form 
possible. I am sure that my musical 
background would support me in a 
priestly ministry as well. It is very 
exciting to see my two vocations 
coming together at this stage of my 
journey. I am looking forward to see-
ing where it will take me... 
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The Eastern Archeaconry (dark on this map) 
covers Albania, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Czech Republic, Georgia, Greece, 
Hungary, Kosovo, Macedonia, Moldova, 
Mongolia, Serbia and Montenegro, Poland, 
Romania, Russian Federation, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan.

A number of critical comments were 
voiced by members of the congre-

gation following the 2009 Eastern Arch-
deaconry synod. These concerned both 
the simultaneous absence from Vienna 
of the clergy of Christ Church as well as 
the cost to the parish of sponsoring what 
was deemed by some an excessively 
large delegation to the Synod in Izmir, 
Turkey. One long-standing member of 
our congregation expressed her concern 
when she wrote that “Our chaplain, 
the assistant chaplain, the curate, both 
church wardens and the secretary were 
away from Vienna at the same time ... 
A lot can happen in four days. Emer-
gencies can arise, quite unexpectedly. 
... We all work hard in our own way 
to make Christ Church the success that 
it is and it is only right that we should 
be able to call upon someone from our 
own church to provide spiritual comfort 
and help whenever the need arises.” The 
Chaplain writes in response:

I thought it might be helpful to try 
and write about some of the prin-
ciples and realities that undergird 
the life of our church. One of the 
achievements of the Church of 
England in the 20th century was 
to give lay people a voice in the 
government and decision making 
processes of the church. We see this 
especially anchored in the General 
Synod (synod means assembly) of 
the Church of England. The synod 
consists of three independent bodies: 
the house of bishops, the house of 
clergy and the house of laity. Passing 
major legislation requires a two-

thirds majority in each house. An 
example is the legislation permitting 
women’s ordination. Another one is 
the legislation presently before the 
General Synod to enable women to 
be made bishops.
 
At all levels of the Church of England 
lay people are being called upon to 
be part of the government of the 
church. This means being involved 
in decision making as well as any 
consultation processes that the Gen-
eral Synod or the relevant diocese 
requires. This is why in our diocese, 
congregations like Christ Church are 
called upon to elect archdeaconry 
representatives. 

Christ Church elects representatives 
to the Eastern archdeaconry. Rep-
resentatives must be registered on 
the electoral roll of the local church, by
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they must be proposed and seconded 
by other church members on the 
electoral roll and elected by majority 
vote. Christ Church with over 150 
members is entitled to four archdea-
conry representatives. The present 
ones are: Nikki Hertford-Scheiber, 
Miranda Kopetzky, Hyacinth Österlin 
and Philip Reading. Hyacinth also 
represents the archdeaconry on the 
diocesan synod. The diocesan synod 
members are elected by the archdea-
conry representatives.
 
Representative assemblies like the 
General Synod or the Eastern arch-
deaconry synod cost both time and 
money. In our archdeaconry this 
is exacerbated by scarce resources 
and the geographical distances. Two 
examples from my own ministry il-
lustrate the problem we are facing 
in the Eastern archdeaconry. On 
Sunday, 10 January, I led the service 
in Zagreb. Using public transport I 
left Vienna at 7.00 Sunday morning 
and got back Monday afternoon at 
14.00. The service took an hour.  
On Wednesday of the same week, 
I was invited to lead a seminar 
in Salzburg on the Anglican 
Tradition. I caught the 9.00 train 
to Salzburg and got home after 
23.00. The seminar itself took 
only five hours. While in Salz-
burg, I met with a young man 
who is considering ordination. 
The time and effort required and 
the realities of this situation in 
which we find ourselves are un-
derstood by too few people.

A few years ago the Eastern arch-
deaconry decided to meet over a 
weekend. There were two com-
mendable reasons for this. One, the 
synod wanted more lay people to 
consider standing as representatives, 
and a weekend meeting would make 
this easier. Two, the archdeaconry 
representatives and licensed clergy 
could meet and worship with the 
local congregation on Sunday and 
get to know them. 

This decision built on an earlier deci-
sion to meet in the archdeaconry and 
only very occasionally in England. 
The downside of a weekend meet-
ing was of course that clergy would 
be absent from their churches on 
a Sunday. Those not involved very 
immediately with the archdeaconry 
may miss the point of the above, 
which is the little steps by which 
the local church is learning to take 
seriously its wider context and the 
mutual responsibility that we have 
for one another.

è
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In our diocese, parishes are forever 
in danger of being congregational-
ist (looking only to themselves) and 
forgetting that we belong to a com-
munity of believers and that this 
community needs knitting together. 
We at Christ Church are a church of 
the Church of England. This means 
something and it does cost some-
thing. It gives us the identity we en-
joy and sometimes have to suffer. 

People find their way to us mainly 
because we are an Anglican church: 
a church of the Church of England. 
This is not only a label; it also means 
devoting our time and talents to 
resourcing the diocese to which we 
belong—because in truth we are the 
diocese. We do this by our Common 
Fund contributions, by praying for 
the diocese and by being repre-
sented on, and participating in, the 
archdeaconry synod. In addition, the 
bishop requires that all licensed cler-
gy attend the archdeaconry synods; 
and this is in their work agreement 
signed off by the Council.

The 2009 Eastern archdeaconry 
synod was held in Izmir, Turkey 
(cf. Crossways November issue). 
This year it will be held in Prague. 
I would want to reassure everyone 
that when all the clergy are away, 
as they are only very occasion-
ally, I ensure that adequate pastoral 
provision is in place. In England, an 
archdeacon with a parish can attend 
a synod wherever it is held and still 
get back to his parish on the same 

day. This is not always possible 
in our archdeaconry, let alone our 
diocese. As we are a church of the 
Diocese in Europe which in turn is 
a diocese of the Church of England, 
we are bound by her polity. A polity 
designed to enable bonds of affection 
to grow, to keep us in communion 
with one another and to take us out 
of ourselves for a greater good. We 
are never there just for us.
 
One characteristic of a lively church 
is that we observe people travelling, 
on the go. Think only for a moment 
of St Paul. At every corner we are 
challenged by geography. As some 
are aware, this is an issue even at 
Christ Church. If you live on the oth-
er side of Vienna or some distance 
outside Vienna it is difficult to come 
to an evening activity. Parish visits 
that might take an hour in England 
can take up to three hours just be-
cause of the travelling involved.

I hope this goes some way to ex-
plaining who and what we are, 
and our particular geographical 
challenge as it bears on our need 
to be represented so as to be fully 
what we claim to be: a Church of 
England parish. If you would like 
further information please feel free 
to contact me. 

Ed. Thank you for your explanation, 
Patrick. A lively discussion is always 
stimulating and I trust that this may 
open the door to an exchange of views at 
the Annual Church Meeting in March.
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On Friday, 5 March over three million people world 
wide will be praying and worshipping together 

during an annual day of prayer, using a service pre-
pared by Christian women in Cameroon with the 
theme “Let everything that has breath praise God”. 
This is always an exciting day as a great wave of prayer 
sweeps the world, beginning when the first service is 
held in the Queen Salote Girls’ School in Tonga and 
continuing around the world until the final service takes 
place, some 35 hours later, in neighbouring Western 
Samoa. By then the day will have been celebrated in 
over 170 countries and over 5,000 services will have 
been held. In Austria, there will be over 430 services 
including services in English and Swedish.

The Republic of Cameroon is said to be Africa in miniature. It is a country 
of great cultural diversity with more than 240 ethnic groups and languages. 
The constitution promotes equality between men and women but traditional 
rights and attitudes discriminate against women in many areas of life. Gi-
ant steps have, however, been taken towards assuring women’s rights and 

women are involved in the strug-
gle for peace, justice and integrity. 
Cameroon faces many challenges as 
its people seek to move forward into 
a modern age without losing their 
identity. But at all times, in all circum-
stances, Cameroonians are able to 
praise God with joy and exuberance 
and the service reflects this.

Although organized and led by wom-
en, this is essentially a day of prayer 
for everybody as we demonstrate 
our solidarity with our sisters and 
brothers in other countries and all 
are welcome to attend. This year, 
the service in English will be held at 
Christ Church on 5 March at 9.30. For 
further information and resources:  
www.wwdp-natcomm.org or www.
weltgebetstag.at

Women’s World Day of Prayer
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The Austrian National Library 
houses—among many other 

treasures—a collection of papyri. 
A vast number of texts (approxi-
mately 180,000) in many different 
languages are kept in the archives of 
the collection. The texts cover a wide 
span of time, the oldest dating from 
the time the Pharaohs ruled Egypt 
(up to ca.1500 BC), while the most 
recent was written during the Arab 
rule in Egypt (ca. 1500 AD).

The Austrian National Library not 
only stores these texts in the ar-
chives but displays selected texts 
in its unique Papyri Museum, texts 
that are windows to antiquity. The 
Book of the Dead (actually a large 
scroll, books came into existence 
only much later), which had been 
placed along with a mummy in an 
Egyptian tomb, can now be admired 
in the museum. Details of what 
awaits people in the world to come 
are inscribed on this scroll. This pre-
cious text is illustrated with fine and 
detailed pictures.

Not only ancient Egyptian religiosity 
left its traces, also texts used by and 
written for Christians can be seen 

in the Papyri Museum. Some of the 
manuscripts on display contain texts 
of the New Testament and are among 
the oldest known manuscripts of the 
Gospels. They are, in short, both 
unique and fascinating.

From the time of the Christian per-
secution under the Roman Emperor 
Decius (250/251 AD) there is an offi-
cial text on display that was required 
to be retained by a person who had 
performed the prescribed sacrifice. 
Many Christians who refused to 
offer sacrifices to the Emperor were 
tortured or killed. Consequently, 
owning such a text was a safeguard 
against persecution. Suffice it to say 
that there was a lively trade in such 
documents!

As the Church grew larger it pro-
duced literature. Ancient hymns 
written on papyrus are on display 
as well as contracts written by 
members of the Church. Among the 
texts in the Viennese collection, is a 
rental contract between a nun and 
her tenant.

On Thursday, 4 February, at 17.30, 
Dr. Hans Förster, a renowned scholar 
of Church history and papyri, will 
give a lively tour of the Papyri Mu-
seum, Heldenplatz. 

PAPYRUS  ADVENTURE
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The 2009 Sunday School Nativity Play, once again ably organized by Alexandra 
Schmidt and helpers, told of the story of the little drummer boy and the donkey. It 
was beautifully performed by the children and the standard of singing and acting 
was impressive, especially in view of the short time available for rehearsals. Even 
the youngest members of the congregation enjoyed their parts as angels and sheep.

The Christ Church Performers
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Sunday Monday Tuesday

7

14

21

08.30 Morning Prayer
10.00 Bible Study

19.00 Soundings
18.30 Reading Group

08.30 Morning Prayer
10.00 Bible Study

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer
10.00 Bible Study

19.00 Soundings

First Sunday of Lent

28
Second Sunday of Lent

Second Sunday before Lent

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Choral Evensong

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist  
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 The Six O’Clock Sunday Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist   
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 The Six O’Clock Sunday Service 

February 2009 

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings Lent  
 Group

 

Shrove Tuesday

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 The Six O’Clock Sunday Service

Sunday next before Lent
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26

19

12

27

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Church Council
 Meeting

10.00 Toddlers Group

17.30 Visit to Papyri  
 Museum

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir Practice

09.30 Thursday
 Lent Group
10.00 Toddlers Group

19.15 Thursday Lent  
 Group

18

10

3

17

4 5 6

11

24

09.30 Holy Communion
 with imposition  
 of ashes
19.00 Holy Communion
 with imposition  
 of ashes

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Ministry 
 Committee

Wednesday Thursday Friday

9

Tuesday

08.30 Morning Prayer
10.00 Bible Study

19.00 Soundings

25

Saturday

 

Ash Wednesday

19.00 Iona Evening

18.30 Taizé Service

16.00 Reading of St.  
 Luke’s Gospel

CHRISTINGLE 2009
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Please note that Ash Wednesday this year is on Wednesday, 17 February. As usual 
there are two services at 09.30 and 19.00. Both services are with the Imposition 
of Ashes. Ash Wednesday is, like Good Friday, a special day of discipline and 
self-denial which we usually shorten by saying fasting. Ash Wednesday marks 
the beginning of Lent. The original meaning of the word Lent is spring. During 
Lent it is the Christian practice to give up something, but also take something 
on like joining a Lent group, reading a book on some aspect of Christian theol-
ogy or spirituality, making a commitment to attend a weekday service or giving 
oneself, especially to works of charity. Clergy are available to provide spiritual 
direction and to hear confessions.

On 7 March, Gary Brewster will be giving a stewardship presentation on the 
financial requirements of Christ Church and the need for planned giving. It is 
almost four years since we had the last presentation led by Andrew Wells. Please 
make every effort to be in church that Sunday. Please look out for a letter from 
the Churchwardens and for an article in next month’s Crossways.

There will be an outing to the Papyri Museum on Thursday, 4 February. Those 
who attended the Carsten Peter Thiede Symposium in November last year will 
have already met Dr. Hans Förster as he was one of the speakers. Dr. Förster has 
kindly offered to lead a group on a tour of the Museum to which he is attached 
as a researcher. His current work is on Coptic papyri manuscripts.

Please note that the retreat this year is over the weekend 11-13 June. The retreat 
conductor will be Father Peter Allan of the Community of the Resurrection. The 
community’s monastery is just outside Huddersfield, Yorkshire in the village of 
Mirfield. Please register with Andrew Rooke by sending him an email. Andrew will 
acknowledge receipt of your registration. Please copy your email to the Church 
Office. Since places are limited, registering now will avoid disappointment later. 
The retreat will be held at the beautiful Stift Göttweig as has been the case in 
the past three years.

Annemarie Bösch who played so beautifully on the recorder during last year’s  
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols will again be playing in church on Sunday,  
21 March, the first Sunday of Lent. The first Sunday of Lent is a special occa-
sion on our calendar and will be made all the more special by Annemarie’s 
contribution to our service.
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On Friday, 12 February at 19.00, there will be a concert of music from the tra-
dition of the Iona Community, Scotland at Christ Church. Iona is a very small 
island off the west coast of Scotland, which was christianized by the monk St. 
Columba in 563. In the thirteenth century, the Benedictine order built the famous 
abbey. This fell into disrepair at the Reformation. In 1938, the Reverend George 
MacLeod founded the Iona Community, in the first instance as a place to train 
budding Presbyterian ministers and give out-of-work builders a job restoring 
the ancient abbey. The Community is an ecumenical group of people, commit-
ted to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and concerned for the environment. It has also 
been involved in pioneering new liturgies and music for worship, particularly 
using traditional Scottish folk tunes. “David’s Daughters”, a trio who play harp 
and guitar and sing will be our guests for the evening. The concert is in aid of 
the Austrian Bible Society and it is hoped that Dr. Jutta Henner will be able to 
attend in person.
For more information, please ring Aileen Hackl at 0650 4050 892.

Our Lent Course this year will be based on the Apostles’ Creed and held on 
Thursday mornings at my flat, Hardtmuthgasse 28/3/20, 1100 Vienna, from 
9.30 to 11.00 and on Thursday evenings from 19.15 to 20.45 at the home of 
Muringi and Martin Hartig, Liniengasse 12/7, 1060 Vienna. 

The sessions will be:
 1. How the creeds developed   25 February
 2. God the Father    4 March
 3. Jesus Christ    11 March
 4. The Holy Spirit    18 March
 5. What do I believe?   25 March

This will be based on the book The Apostles’ Creed, by M. D. Johnson, published 
by the Bible Reading Fellowship, which costs £5.99 – but you will not need the 
book, unless you choose to order it. For more information, please ring Aileen 
at 0650 4050 892.     

The Tuesday evening Lent Group begins on 23 February. We meet at 19.15 in 
the Church Office and there will be five sessions. Please register with the Church 
Office. We will be reading the contemporary theologian Stanley Hauerwas’ short 
book on Christ’s final words on the cross, entitled Cross-shattered Christ: Medi-
tations on the Seven Last Words. Stanley Hauerwas is a professor of theological 
ethics at Duke University in North Carolina, USA.
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Aileen Hackl, Isolde Pezet and 
I made an interesting trio on 

18 December, as we made our way 
in bitter weather, carrying Bibles, 
English books and African cookies 
(courtesy of Lola), to the Remand 
Centre (Gefangenenhaus) in Wick-
enburggasse in the 8th district of 
Vienna, to visit a group of 14 to 17 
year old boys in detention for vari-
ous offences.

Having gone through stringent 
entry procedures, exchanging our 
passports for a pass, being escorted 
through five huge doors, each hav-
ing to be unlocked by an enormous 
key, going up in the lift, again only 
possible with a key, and uniformed 
guards everywhere, (the prison holds 
a maximum of 990 inmates), it was 
a great surprise to find that things 
were very casual in the juvenile area. 

It was Pizza Day, i.e. the Christmas 
party. Two groups, each of some 
25 informally dressed youngsters, 
were eating pizza, singing songs 
and munching their own homemade 
cookies. They sat at two long tables 
near the Christmas tree and sur-
rounded by Christmas decorations 
and were treated kindly by the at-
tending guards and social workers.

Our minder, Herr Widhalm, de-
scribed the regime that these young-
sters encounter in their time on 
remand: German lessons once a 
week, social skills with anti-stress 
and anti-aggression training, four 
hours of sports per week, counsel-
ling and cooking sessions. A social 
worker is available to help them with 
any problems. In addition they have 
access to a library and other activi-
ties such as table tennis in their free 
time. The social worker explained 
how she tries to help the inmates 
realise that there is a way to succeed 
in Austrian society without resorting 
to crime. The difficulty for most of 
the immigrants is that everything is 
in German.

We met a group of supposedly 
English speaking youngsters, some 
dressed in T-Shirts, shorts and flip-
flops. Initially, there was suspicion 
and misgiving on their part but we 
soon reassured them and then they 
talked quite freely. We told them why 
we were there and a little about our-
selves and asked them about their 
lives. Most of them were 15 or 16 by
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years old. Three were from Gambia, 
one from Guinea Bissau who only 
spoke Portuguese and who had fled 
with his family to the Gambia in the 
wake of the violence in his country 
and two from Nigeria. One youngster 
came from Congo and had moved to 
Austria with his parents eight years 
previously. He spoke English, French 
and German and had started an ap-
prenticeship here until he decided 
to give it up. 

It was evident that the majority were 
illegal immigrants, who had not been 
in contact with their families since 
they left home over a year ago. They 
had not intended to end up in Aus-
tria, and their mothers didn’t even 
know that they were alive let alone 
where they were living. After a short 
while we split up and talked in small 
groups which, we felt, made them 
feel more comfortable.
 
One of the Gambians had a vigorous 
discussion with Isolde, telling her 
that people didn’t need passports 
to travel to the Gambia, so why did 
he need one to come to Austria? All 
arguments failed. He firmly believed 
that Europe should be freely acces-
sible to him and other Africans! The 
others were more sanguine and real-
istic but did feel that the Polizei were 
racist and that the food in prison was 
not to their liking! Isolde raised this 
point with the social worker and, 
in particular, explained that having 
potatoes, as opposed to rice, every 
day was not an African tradition. The 

answer was that rice, noodles/pasta 
and potatoes are actually rotated 
and that the dietary requirements, 
for example, for diabetics or Halal 
meat for Muslims and other cultural 
demands, put great pressure on the 
catering staff who nevertheless did 
their best!

After about an hour one boy went 
to the toilet and, in the way of all 
children, one by one they all went! 
So young and naive! We packed 
up and left them to the rest of the 
fun, leaving the English books and 
the newspaper articles in the 
library, with the rest of the 
cookies going to the boys 
for later! 

They may not have expected 
us but we all hope 
that we made a 
small difference 
to their day. At 
the very least, they 
were able to dis-
cover that someone 
from the outside 
world cared that 
they existed!
 
P.S. There is great 
value in the work 
that the Prison Visit-
ing Team undertakes 
both in Hirtenberg and 
Josefstädter prisons and 
if anyone feels that they too 
could contribute, please approach  
Isolde Pezet.
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I am sure I am not the 
only reader of these 

pages who is stunned 
into an incomprehend-
ing silence by the very 
mention of the Holo-
caust, or Shoah. In 
my inability to engage 
with the subject, the 
writings of those who 
suffered have helped 
me draw closer to 
this terrifying fact of 
our recent history.

H a n s  S t e i n e r ’ s 
(1908–1980), Nie 
wieder Wien? Erin-
nerungen an Jugend 

und Exil contains his 
Memoirs up to 1945 (written in the 
mid-1970s) and was edited by his 
daughter, Ruth Steiner. It was printed 
in 2009 by Wiener Dom-Verlag and 
is available at amazon.de. This book 
is both a highly readable autobiog-
raphy and—in the context of the 
Shoah—an historical document in its 
own right. Furthermore, it has a spe-
cial connection with Christ Church 
through the person of Helen Steiner, 
who is an active and treasured mem-
ber of our congregation (and makes 
a remarkable appearance on the very 
last page of the book).

Nie wieder Wien? divides into two 
clear parts: Hans Steiner’s child-
hood, upbringing and early career 
as a lawyer in Vienna (1908–1938), 
and then the seven years during 

which he was a refugee from the 
Nazis, initially in as yet unoccupied 
Denmark, and from 1939 in the 
Philippines, where he met his wife 
the botanist Monika Lise Lindenberg, 
likewise a refugee from Vienna. In 
the first part we read of the eastern 
European Jewish family background, 
childhood in the last decade of the 
Empire, the hardships of post-1918 
Vienna, inter-war Viennese cultural 
life at its height, his early successes 
as a lawyer, and finally the shock-ex-
periences in 1938 that drove him to 
leave Austria. The second part covers 
his adventurous path via Denmark to 
the Philippines, where he found ro-
mance, married and started a family 
in an initially peaceable but finally 
war-torn Manila. Although the book 
closes in 1945, its very title (chosen 
by the editor, not the author) points 
forward to 1963, when Hans Steiner 
did finally return with his family to 
his beloved native country.

The good humour and personal 
flavour of Hans Steiner’s memoirs 
derives from the fact that he did not 
write them for publication, but sim-
ply to tell his daughters the story of 
his life, with all its ups-and-downs, 
adventures and strokes of good 
fortune. So while he did not exactly 
evade the subject of the Shoah—how 
could he?—he did not dwell on it 
either, principally out of an unwill-
ingness to burden his daughters 
with the horrors of the past but no 
doubt also partly out of a reluctance 
to delve any more deeply into the by
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subject than was strictly necessary 
for his purpose.     That the memoirs 
came to be published at all is due 
to the work of his second daughter 
Ruth, whose careful editing has been 
just another chapter in the story 
of her work in the field of Jewish-
Christian dialogue. Indeed, Ruth’s 
remarkable activities in this field 
point us towards the larger context in 
which we can read Nie wieder Wien? 
Incidentally, Ruth Steiner has written 
about her work for Jewish-Christian 
relations and her own stance as a 
“Christian with Jewish identity” in 
a little book entitled At Home in Two 
Faiths—My Allegiance to both Christi-
anity and Judaism (Vienna: Janineum, 
2004; original title: Daheim in zwei 
Religionen —Mein Bekenntnis zum 
Judentum und Christentum).

In Was ich Dich noch fragen wollte 
(Vienna: Wiener Dom-Verlag, 2006; 
€14.90), Ruth Steiner presents anoth-
er facet of Steiner family history and 
at the same time explores her own 
religious identity. The book presents 
selected writings by her maternal 
grandmother Therese Lindenberg 
(1893–1980) interpolated with Ruth 
Steiner’s commentaries and (neces-
sarily unanswered) questions. The 
narrative sections (“Die Leopoldstadt 
unter Hitler” and diary entries from 
the war years) are interwoven with 
her thoughts (very much of their 
time) about the relationship between 
Judaism and Christianity. She herself 
had been raised a Catholic but left 
the Church in 1915 in order to marry 

Ignaz Lindenberg and re-en-
tered in 1938 in order to pro-
tect him. As it turned out, it 
was so much this move that 
saved him as her fidelity to 
him when he was literally 
next in line for deporta-
tion. Finally, this complex 

(cont. on p25)

Hans Steiner and his family, below Therese and Ignaz Lindenberg
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Letter Box

Book publication
Although I live 5,000 miles away 
from Vienna, I visit from time to time 
and even sing in the choir whenever 
I come to Christ Church. A number 
of people at Christ Church have 
followed the saga surrounding the 
writing and publication of a book 
that I was commissioned to write 
by Löcker Verlag in Vienna. Fifteen 
years later, the Verlag has finally 
published it. The book, Unforgettable 
Austrian Children’s Books, traces the 
development of children’s books and 
their illustrations in Austria from 
the 1880s through to 1938, includ-
ing the various social influences 
and influences of art movements, 
both those of Austria—such as the 

Bazaar transport helpers
The transport team has received  
so much praise that I would like to 
pass on to you, together with a big 
thank you from me. It was a fantastic 
experience to see how you all car-
ried out your parts for the numerous 
transports, setting up tables, carry-
ing goods and doing other work all 
of which helped towards getting the 
BAG ready. Everything went smooth-
ly, there was no hassle whatsoever 
and the jobs were done so quickly 
that the stall holders felt a lot less 
stressed than in former years.
I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k -
ing with you again next bazaar.  
Herbert Stenzenberger.

Thank you Bazaar helpers!
Once again, I would like to thank 
all those who made the Bazaar 
such a success this year, not only 
the other two members of the team, 
David and Herbert, but also all those 
who organized their stalls and their 
teams, both during the year and 
at the Bazaar; the British Embassy 
which is so generous with transport 
and cooking facilities; our huge 
number of daily contributors who 
give the Church Shop any number 
of items ranging from fur coats to 
empty jam jars and without whom 
the stalls would be empty; all those 
who undertook the transporting and 
carrying of the endless boxes from 
all over the area; the team of help-
ers who gave up their time to set up 
the tables and, more importantly 
dismantle the stalls at the end, and 
everyone else who had a part to play 
in advertising the event so that it was 
a splendid success, raising almost 
as much money as last year and, 
more importantly, giving everyone 
so much pleasure. 
Particular thanks go to the gener-
ous local Firms who, despite the 
financial crisis, gave us all the prizes 
for the Raffle and Tombola, for ex-
ample Esbjerg, Frey Wille, Bruehl 
and Soehne  and Lobmeyer, or sup-
ported us by donating beer and soft 
drinks, Ottakring (who also loaned 
us the tables), and Coca Cola!  All 
our sponsors are listed on the web-
site: www.christchurchvienna.org/
bazaar, for you to see.   
It was great fun and I am already 

looking forward to the next one! So, 
congratulations on your success!
Sheila Hargreaves 



25

and thought-provoking book is en-
riched with texts by Ruth Steiner’s 
mother, whose religious identity was 
also nourished by Buddhism, making 
it into a many-faceted anthology of 
the ‘search for God’.

My third story from the Leopolds-
tadt is Glockengasse 29: Eine jüdische 
Arbeiterfamilie in Wien by Vilma 
Neuwirth (Vienna: Milena Verlag, 
2008; €17.90), who was ten years 
old at the time of the Anschluss, 
daughter of a Christian mother and 
Jewish father. Although her memo-
ries of the war years are chilling, 
particularly the description of the 
volte-face performed in March 
1938 by some of her fellow-tenants 
at Glockengasse 29, the narrative 
does also pay tribute to numerous 
acts of selflessness and generosity. 
Most notably, Vilma’s mother (like 
Therese Lindenberg) certainly saved 
her husband by standing by him “for 
better or for worse”. Furthermore, 
Glockengasse 29 is highly anecdo-

Secession—and foreign movements, 
such as the very substantial influ-
ence of English artists and the art 
movements in England through the 
talents of William Morris, Walter 
Crane, Kate Greenaway and Arthur 
Rackham. Written in English, the 
book is available from Löcker Verlag, 
Annagasse 3a, A-1010 Wien, upon 

order from any bookshop or avail-
able from Amazon. I would gladly 
answer any further questions that 
you might have. 
You could reach me at this e-mail ad-
dress here at the university or though 
an e-mail connection that I have off 
campus: mpasheaffer@rcn.com.         
Dr. M. P. A. Sheaffer 

tal, rich in humour, and so liberally 
peppered with Wienerisch that a 
glossary is appended for “non-native 
speakers”. Again, I am grateful for 
the personal touch. The remarkable 
Milena Verlag (www.milena-verlag.
at) publishes a number of books on 
this broad subject.

(cont. from p23)
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A regular series of short articles that focus on different parts of the 
worldwide church each month; bringing news as well as a prayer 
of or for the area concerned. 
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Geographically, Canada is the 
second largest country in the 

world after Russia. However, its 
33.6 million population is only 
about one-quarter of that of Russia. 
In a land of vast distances and rich 
natural resources, the population is 
scattered. Nearly 90 per cent live 
within 200 km of the border with 
USA, whilst the north is extremely 
sparsely populated—the Anglican 
Diocese of the Arctic covers a vast 
area of 3.9million km2, around one 
third of the country, yet only has a 
population of about 54,000. 

Canada is a multicultural society 
with three diverse cultures at its 
heart, French, British and native 
Canadian, plus significant groups 
from Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. Immigration has helped to 
make it one of the world’s richest 
nations, although challenges relat-
ing to discrimination and integration 

are gaining increasing attention. 
Canada’s indigenous people make 
up less than 2 per cent of the popula-
tion, and the way in which provincial 
governments share land and natural 
resources with native groups is an 
ongoing issue. Colonized first by 
the French and then by the British, 
Canada became a self-governing 
confederation in 1867 whilst re-
taining ties with the British crown. 
However, the continuing unity of 
Canada is threatened by a separatist 
undercurrent in the French-speaking 
province of Quebec; and in 1995, 
Canada came within a few thousand 
votes of breaking up.

Around 75 per cent of the popula-
tion profess Christianity but rapid 
secularization and pluralization 
are evident at every level of society. 
Around 16 per cent currently claim 
to have no religious affiliation. The 
Roman Catholic Church is the larg-

est denomination (43 
per cent), having almost 
twice the total number of 
all Protestants. The larg-
est Protestant denomina-
tion is the United Church 
of Canada. Officially in-
augurated in 1925, when 
the Canadian Method-
ist, Congregational and 
Presbyterian Churches, 
and the General Council 

Canada
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Information compiled in November 2007 from various sources, by the Revd. Mary J. Vickers, from 
whom further information may be available. Contact her by Email at: mpvmailbox-wcf@yahoo.co.u. 
‘World Church Focus’ is produced as a resource for local churches, and is partly funded by ‘Chris-
tians Aware’ (www.christiansaware.co.uk). Articles can be reproduced in church magazines, prayer 
letters, sermons, etc, but wider use needs permission from Mary Vickers who owns the copyright.

of Union Churches entered into an 
organic union, this was the world’s 
first such union of churches. This is 
testament to the fact that ecumen-
ism has long been a strong dimen-
sion of the Canadian churches. 
Other major denominations include 
Anglican, Baptist, and Lutheran. 
Islam is followed by around 1.7 per 
cent, with Judaism and Buddhism 
each at 1.3 per cent, and Hinduism 
at 1 per cent.

Several UK agencies, including 
USPG, CMS and Crosslinks were 
involved in sending missionaries 
to Canada in the 18th, 19th and 
early 20th centuries respectively. 
Crosslinks still has active connec-
tions with the Diocese of the Arctic, 
where the Inuit have been devas-
tatingly affected by the impact of 
Western culture; their suicide rate is 
four times the national average. The 
Mothers’ Union is active throughout 
Canada, but its work in the Diocese 
of the Arctic is especially valued, 
where the counselling, hospital 

ministry and 
family stud-
ies provided 
to the Inuit 
are felt to be 
crucial. 

A recent issue faced 
by the churches has been 
claims for repa-
ration from in-
digenous people 
who were at resi-
dential schools run by the Anglican, 
Catholic, Presbyterian and United 
churches as official agents of the 
government’s policy of assimilation. 
Attendance was mandatory, with 
children forcibly removed from their 
families and forbidden from speaking 
their language. This has been a test 
for the churches, not just financially, 
and they have acknowledged and la-
mented their past with a remarkable 
sense of responsibility. Canadian  
Anglicans appointed Bishop Mark 
L. MacDonald as their first national 
indigenous bishop in 2007.

Pray for a stable government; sensitivity and justice in the treatment 
of indigenous peoples, and for a growth of indigenous leadership and 

culturally appropriate churches; wisdom in evangelism amongst diverse 
cultures; continued enthusiasm for ecumenism; and for the churches’ 

involvement in the Winter Olympics and Paralympics to be held in 
Vancouver & Whistler in February and March.
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Dates for your Diary

Feb. 3 (Wed) 19.00 Ministry Committee

Feb. 4 (Thurs) 17.30 Visit to Papyri Museum

Feb. 7 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

Feb. 8 (Mon) 18.30 Reading Group: So long a letter by Miriam Ba

Feb. 10 (Wed) 19.00 Church Council meeting

Feb. 12 (Fri) 19.00 Concert of music from Iona 

Feb. 17 (Wed) 09.30 & Ash Wednesday Said Eucharist 

 19.00 with imposition of ashes

Feb. 19 (Fri) 18.30 Taizé Service

Feb. 23 (Tues) 19.00 Tuesday evening Lent Group starts

Feb. 24 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry

Feb. 25 (Thurs) 09.30 Thursday Morning Lent Groups start

 19.15 Thursday Evening Lent Groups start

Feb. 27 (Sat) 16.30 Reading of St. Luke’s Gospel

March 5 (Fri) 09.30 Women’s World Day of Prayer

March 7 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong

March 14 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist – Mothering Sunday

March 17 (Wed) 19.00 ACM

March 19 (Fri) 18.30 Taizé Service

April 1 (Thurs) 20.00 Maundy Thursday Liturgy

April 2  (Fri) 12.30 Good Friday Ecumenical Service 

 18.00 Good Friday Liturgy

April 3 (Sat) 21.00 Easter Vigil

April 4  08.00 Easter Sunday Said Eucharist

 10.00 Easter Sunday Sung Eucharist

April 25 (Sun) 10 00 Confirmation with Bishop Geoffrey

May 28 (Fri) 19.00 Lange Nacht der Kirchen

June 11-13  Retreat at Stift Göttweig

    DATE    TIME       EVENT
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Personal Ads

KlavierKlasse – PianoStudio
Wouldn’t you like to learn the piano if 
it were exciting, intelligent, refreshing 
and supporting? From absolute 
beginners to the concert podium, for 
children, adults, advanced learners and 
beginners of any age, for you. Contact: 
Lourenço Finatti, 0676/3323422 or 
finatti@utanet.at (www.finatti.com)

Computer Doctor Vienna 
Gary fixes and installs your computers. 
Instructs in use of software. Fast and 
reliable, at affordable prices. Tel:  
0650/689 5757 www.computerdoctor 
vienna.com.

Cat sitter available 
Are you going away temporarily? 
There’s no need to send your feline 
companion to a cattery. Cat-sitter 
available. Visit daily or live in. By 
arrangement. Ring Laura Fairburn 
01/310 1766.

Carer needed
Wanted: English-speaking carer for 
an American Alzheimers patient in 
Baden: His wife needs to go away for 
a few days now and then for a respite 
and would need someone experienced 
to stay. Please call Margarete Healy 
02252 25 48 61.

T
his space is reserved for m

em
bers of the congregation to place private ads. 

O
thers w

ill be asked to pay a sm
all charge to help tow

ards printing costs.

French and Arabic teacher
A friend of mine (French/Arabic 
mother tongue) offers lessons in both 
languages (grammar and conversation) 
for adults and children, including those 
who need extra help with schoolwork. 
She lives in the 18th district of Vienna 
and can give lessons at her home or if 
necessary come to your home. Please 
call Jacqueline on 0664/559 2646. She 
speaks English and German, or call me 
for further information or a reference. 
Judy Castelino 285 1802   

English-speaking Counsellor
Experienced, Austrian born, US-
trained Counsellor, with background 
in counselling and marriage and family 
therapy in a multicultural setting, 
offers counselling/therapy services 
to the international community in a 
range of areas including relationship/
marital issues, cross-cultural issues, 
communication, life transitions, grief 
and loss, anxiety, depression, trauma 
and spiritual issues. Contact: Tel. 
069917095031; olson.charlotte@
gmail.com; Hochäckergasse 17/1; 
3400 Maria Gugging-Klosterneuburg. 

Happy Valentine’s Day 
on 14 February 
(gentlemen - don’t 

forget!)



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




