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This month’s cover shows Austria’s Cardinal 
Christoph Schönborn holding books written by 
the Anglican theologian Revd. Professor Carsten 
Peter Thiede, a special commemoration of whose 
life and work took place on 4/5 November. 
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The deadline for submissions for the 
February issue of CROSSWAYS is 15 
January. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication 
to: office@christchurchvienna.org 
AND crossways@aon.at, or phone 
the Editor on 01-285 1802.

Judy

In this issue

This is the fortieth issue of Crossways and I must 
admit that when I volunteered to take over produc-

tion of the church newsletter, I hadn’t honestly intended 
to sign on for life! That being said, it is months like 
November 2009 that make it an exciting and stimulating 
task. It has indeed proven to be an action-filled month at 
Christ Church, kicking off on All Saints Day with a very 
special choral evensong at the Kirche am Steinhof and 
ending with the Advent Carol Service on 29 November. 
The crowning event was undeniably the Carsten Thiede 
Symposium. This event put Christ Church centre stage 
on Vienna’s ecumenical scene. For those who did not 
attend any part of the 24-hour event, a brief description 
in words and photos is featured on pp 12-15. Particu-
larly noteworthy services included the Choral Evensong 
with Cardinal Schönborn preaching, the Remembrance 
Sunday service, Evensong at the Kirche am Steinhof 
and the evening service held at Stephansdom on 5 
November. The Advent Carol Service on 29 November 
(after this magazine has gone to press) will round off 
an exciting month of services and ease us gently into 
a reflective December as we prepare to celebrate the 
birth of our Lord.

The Christ Church Advent Bazaar held on 21 Novem-
ber can be deemed to have been a resounding success 
even though, at the time of going to press, the accounts 
have not yet been finalized. Profit from this annual 
event is not solely monetary:  the obvious enjoyment 
on the part of visitors and the overwhelming esprit de 
corps that prevails among helpers bear testimony to 
the spirit of Christ Church. Photos of the Bazaar, taken 
by Claus Michalek, can be found on pp 24-25. A fuller 
account of the event will appear in the February issue 
of Crossways.

December holds a platter of delights for all age-groups, 
including special occasions for the youngest parish-
ioners. The choir and organist have prepared some 
wonderful music for us over the coming month and our 
ministers some beautiful services. I trust that we will all 
make a point of celebrating the real meaning Christmas 
this year in Christ Church.
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

In October the Vati-
can announced that 

it would make special 
provisions to receive 
disaffected Anglicans 
into the Roman Catholic 
Church. For a number 
of years some Angli-
cans have felt that their 

church is no longer their Christian 
home. The three major issues that 
have caused this estrangement are 
liturgical reform, the ordination of 
women to the threefold ministry 
of the church (deacon, priest and 
bishop) and the handling of issues 
related to sexuality and especially 
homosexuality. 

In this article I want to mention two 
events that cut across the Vatican’s 
initiative. One was the personal invi-
tation I received from Cardinal Schön-
born to participate in the first-ever 
pastoral assembly of the archdiocese 
of Vienna that included clergy as well 
as laity. Both had an equal voice. This 
is significant. Two, the memorial event 
that I organized to mark and celebrate 
the life of the Revd. Professor Carsten 
Peter Thiede (1952–2004) and in 
which Cardinal Schönborn partici-
pated both as preacher and speaker 
(see pp 12-15).

The pastoral assembly was held in 
the Stephansdom and was the first of 
three such events. There were some 
1,200 participants representing rural 
and urban parishes, religious orders, 
Roman Catholic institutions and a 
few ecumenical guests. The Cardinal 

gave the opening address and urged 
the gathered assembly to say “Yes!” 
to “this our generation”. It was a posi-
tive and life-affirming message that 
would have been good for all of us 
to hear. He went on to spell out what 
this “yes” meant by giving us five 
points: (a) It means saying “Yes!” to 
our shared calling; (b) it means say-
ing “Yes!” to being ambassadors for 
Christ! (c)it means saying “Yes!” to 
our duty towards civil society (Ges-
ellschaftsauftrag); (d) it means saying 
“Yes!” to the family; (e) it means say-
ing “Yes!” to new ways of engaging 
with our neighbour whoever he or 
she may be.

The twenty-four hour event to mark 
and give thanks for the life of Carsten 
Peter Thiede was an ecumenical 
event. Thiede made an impact as a 
papyrologist, New Testament scholar, 
historian and apologist across the 
denominational (institutional) divides 
that can and do keep Christians apart. 
Participants in the event were Meth-
odist, Lutheran and Roman Catholic 
together with a predominance of 
Anglicans on this occasion. 

One reason for briefly sketching these 
two events is to highlight the conver-
gence that is taking place amongst 
Christians because they take their 
studies seriously and because of the 
ecumenical movement that took off 
at the beginning of the 20th century 
and which has borne fruit. A power-
ful symbol of this was the readiness 
of the Dompfarrer to allow us to use 
the Stephansdom for Evening Prayer, 
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while also allowing me to use the 
Dom’s liturgical vestments to lead 
the service. It also shows that there 
are ways to engage with one another 
without having “to cross the Tiber”. In 
the months and years that lie ahead 
this is precisely what we will continue 
to do at Christ Church as we seek that 
unity for which Christ prayed.

A Roman Catholic commentator 
rightly pointed out that the Apostolic 
Constitution (cf. Vatican website for 
the full text) does not allow for syn-
odical government in which laity 
and clergy participate as equals as 
we do in the Church of England. It is 
one of the great achievements of the 
Church of England (and the Anglican 
Communion) as part of the one, holy, 
catholic and apostolic church that 
laity now participate in the decision 
making of the church. I welcomed the 
pastoral assembly for two reasons. 
Firstly both laity and clergy had an 
equal voice. Secondly ecumenical 
observers were invited not only to 
listen, but were also given a voice to 
reflect back critically to the assembly 
what was being said.

The present offer to disaffected An-
glicans does not address one of the 
prime questions that have been on the 
table for the past twenty years. Where 
does the authority of the Church 
lie? Anglicans are ready to accept 
a primacy of Peter as first amongst 
equals (primus inter pares), but hold 
that the authority of the church must 
be extended to the House of Bishops 
with provision being made for lay 

representation. The Apostolic Consti-
tution does not address this question. 
This is not its purpose. The pastoral 
assembly was so successful because 
both lay and ordained members had 
a voice and it was heard! Paradoxi-
cally the Apostolic Constitution may 
afford the Church of England an op-
portunity to lead as she is called to 
do rather than pull back as so-called 
traditionalists depart whose influence 
has too often been inhibiting. I write 
“so-called” because there are also 
others, including myself, who want 
to uphold the tradition of the Church 
and believe it to be a central plank of 
Anglican theology.

I would finish on a personal note. I 
have no desire to be re-ordained or 
for that matter to have my vocation 
to the priesthood re-examined, which 
will be the case for those crossing 
the Tiber. I have confidence in the 
selection process of the Church of 
England and I have confidence in the 
apostolic validity of my priesthood 
(my orders). There are very serious 
contemporary issues with which we 
must grapple and they do affect us 
all deeply. Nevertheless I welcome 
the debate and the initiatives we are 
seeking to take as laity and clergy as 
our “YES!” to our generation. We may 
be mistaken in the decisions we make 
and whatever we undertake we must 
to so with humility together with a 
readiness to change if compelled so 
by the love of Christ. 
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It is sometimes said that if you want 
to know the meaning of Easter you 

go to the Orthodox churches where at 
midnight every Easter they proclaim 
that “Christ is risen, and the demons 
are fallen!” If you want to know the 
meaning of Good Friday and the Pas-
sion of Christ you go to the churches 
of the Reformation, and stand before 
the Cross and know the cost of the 
saving love of God in Christ. But if 
you want to know the meaning of the 
Incarnation you can do no better than 
to be with Anglicans as Christmas is 
celebrated.

Like all generalizations it is far too 
neat—yet there is a sense in which 
Christmas is the Christian festival 
which can still speak powerfully to 
us and draw in, without their quite 
knowing why, those who rarely dark-
en the doors of churches even in this 

secular age. The most widely 
known Anglican service 

is perhaps the service 
of Nine Lessons and 

Carols, broadcast 
every Christmas 
Eve from King’s 
College Chapel 
in Cambridge. It 
is a service which 

is not found in 
the Book of Com-

mon Prayer, and was 
devised, building on 

an earlier service for 
Truro Cathedral, by Eric 

Milner-White, Dean 
of King’s in the 

early part of the 

last century. The familiar carols and 
hymns that it uses are often from only 
a century earlier—such as Once in 
royal David’s city, or God rest you merry, 
gentlemen, or Christina Rossetti’s In 
the bleak mid-winter—reminding us 
that the traditional Christmas, such 
as Christmas trees and Christmas 
cards, owes much to what the Ger-
man Prince Albert brought to England 
when he married Queen Victoria. But 
other carols are far older and reach 
back into the popular piety of the Mid-
dle Ages, when  Christians delighted 
to sing of the meaning of Christmas 
and the mystery of the incarnation. 

As so often it is the amazing paradox 
that is at the heart of the praise and 
poetry, the paradox that God, the 
Creator of all, could choose in the 
freedom of his love and power to come 
down to where we are, “to take our 
nature upon him”, as the Christmas 
collect says, “and be born of a pure 
Virgin”. To take one, not very familiar, 
example by Ben Jonson, a contempo-
rary of Shakespeare:
I sing the birth was born tonight,
The author both of life and light,
The angels so did sound it,
And like the ravished shepherds said, 
Who saw the light, and were afraid,
Yet searched, and true they found it.
Was now laid in a manger.
The Word was now made flesh indeed,
And took on Him our nature.
To make us heirs of glory!

From beginning to end this was a 
work of love, by the God whose very 
being is love, who created us in love 

The Bishop’s Christmas Message
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for himself, and who in love stoops 
down to the very lowest part of our 
need. As another poet, Christopher 
Smart, puts it:
God all bounteous, all creative,
Whom no ills from good dissuade,
Is incarnate, and a native,
Of the very world he made!

The God whom we know and worship 
and adore is not a distant God, not a 
God of ideas and abstractions, but a 
God who comes to us as one of us, 
who comes among us in the fragility 
of an unborn life, beginning as we 
begin as those formed in the hidden-
ness of our mother’s wombs—which 
is why Christians can never be casual 
about caring for that unborn life, can 
never treat abortion as no more than 
a matter of choice. God identifies with 
us from the very beginning, going, as 
Bishop Lancelot Andrewes once said, 
“to the very ground-sill of our na-
ture.” St Paul wrote to the Christians 
of Corinth of how for Christians the 
power of God was know most para-
doxically in the weakness of the cross, 
the crucified God was the one who 
saved—yet that foolishness of God, 
that weakness of God, is already there 
at Bethlehem in the child laid in the 
pricking straw of the manger, which 
devout Christians saw as foreshad-
owing the sharpness of the crown of 
thorns of the crucified.

Christmas speaks to us of a God who 
is love totally and completely, a God 
who loves us so recklessly and in 
so overwhelming a fashion, that he 
comes down to the lowest part of 

our need. He speaks to us as one of 
us, as our flesh and blood, which is 
why St John sums up the mystery of 
the incarnation as “the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us”. And St 
John goes on to say that in that total 
self-giving of love, “we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the only Son of 
the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

No wonder the shepherds on the cold 
hills outside Bethlehem were startled 
by the angelic armies of heaven sing-
ing “Glory to God in the highest, and 
one earth peace goodwill towards 
men!” If that is indeed the truth of 
the God who made the vastness of the 
universe, and the richness of creation, 
and who also made you and me, every 
human being, in the image and like-
ness of his love, then to live by and 
from that love and grace which came 
to us at Bethlehem to take us by the 
hand, is to live by that which alone 
can sustain us and transform us, and 
transform the whole world, into that 
new creation which is our end, our 
purpose, and our very being. This is 
indeed our story and our song; this is 
our life and our mission to the world; 
this is the love we are called to live; 
and this is the eternal life which here 
and now we are given, as the Child 
of Bethlehem feeds us with his own 
life in the Sacrament of His Body and 
Blood. “O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord!”

It is in that faith and love that I wish 
you the true and joy and blessing of 
Christmas.
            +Geoffrey Gibraltar
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The Carsten Thiede reception (see 
photo above and p10) was enjoyed 
by all as was the Remembrance Sun-
day get-together at your Residence. 
What is the relationship between 
the British Embassy and Christ 
Church?
It is a largely unofficial relationship 
since the Embassy, in common with 
British Embassies the world over, rep-
resents the entire British population 
with its different religious affiliations. 
Christ Church itself is by no means 
exclusively British but a multinational, 
multicultural community and I think it 
is right that the Church doesn’t have a 
specific British label. The relationship 
between the Embassy and the Christ 
Church congregation is nonetheless 
an extremely valuable one to which I 
personally attach a lot of importance. 
The Chaplain, Patrick Curran, and I 
meet frequently and we have worked 
together on joint activities, ranging 
from the football match held last year 
(see Crossways No. 25) to the recep-
tion you mention in the presence of 
Austria’s Cardinal Schönborn and 
Bishops Geoffrey Rowell and Tom 
Wright.

Were you raised as an Anglican?
I received much of my education at a 
school where there was emphasis on 
the Anglican tradition (and where, in 
the words of the School Collect, we 
were reminded that we were being 
brought up to “Godliness and good 
learning”.) So I know the words and 
tunes of a lot of hymns. But I have 
always felt that religion is something 
personal and private, although of 
course I understand why faith com-
munities place importance on public 
expression of religious commitment. 
I am fortunate that in our family, we 
have frank discussions on many top-
ics, including religion. This has helped 
us learn from each other about the 
role of religion in people’s lives as 
well as the risks of tension that it can 
sometimes evoke. 

Do you believe that the current secu-
larisation of Europe—the removal of 
crucifixes from classrooms or ban on 
Christmas decorations in many pub-
lic places, for example—is having a 
negative effect on  societies?
My personal view is that we have to be 
very careful about the extent to which 
religious symbolism risks imposing a 
certain train of thought or ideals. At 
my daughters’ primary school in Lon-
don, the majority of the children were 
not Christian, and if anything Turkish 
speakers were the largest language 
group. Thinking of that environment, 
I am not sure whether it is helpful for 
schools to have a religious identity. 
On the other hand I can see that 
many people may feel that the trend 
to secularism may be accompanied 
by eroding values and principles of 
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fairness and justice, of consideration 
and respect for others, of altruism and 
other benign impulses. In the past, 
religion bound societies and ensured 
cohesion (although there’s a lot of 
evidence in history of its capacity to 
divide, too.) The excessive individual-
ism observed in some parts of society 
today can be a problem. I am not 
necessarily advocating a religious 
renaissance, but I do believe we need 
to be guided by a strong set of values 
and principles. Professionally, I have 
frequently engaged on issues where 
it has been important to emphasise 
the universal principles set out in, for 
example, the UN Charter and the Uni-
versal Declaration on Human Rights.

Where were you brought up?
I was born in Germany where my 
father was completing his military 
service as a doctor attached to an 
RAF hospital. We moved back to the 
UK when I was four months old. I 
began to study German when I was 
11, but perhaps there was some sub-
liminal knowledge and attachment 
to the language that sprang from my 
birthplace! A good few years of my 
childhood were spent in the West 
Indies in Montserrat and the Cayman 
Islands where my father worked as a 
doctor and my mother as a teacher. At 
the age of 11, I was sent back to the 
UK to boarding school in Bristol while 
my parents worked first in Libya, then 
back in the West Indies and finally in 
Indonesia, where I would join them 
for school holidays. Looking back, it 
was probably no accident that I was 
attracted to a career that involved liv-
ing in different countries!

How did you become such a fluent 
German speaker?
After school, I went to Oxford where I 
read German and French, admittedly 
doing as much German and as little 
French as possible. I loved German lit-
erature, including some of the Austrian 
literary giants like Arthur Schnitzler 
and was also fascinated by Vienna’s 
place in European history. The entire 
family speaks German and our elder 
daughter is in England studying Ger-
man and Italian at university, while 
our younger daughter lives with us 
and attends the Vienna International 
School.

Did you join the Foreign Office im-
mediately after university?
No, I worked for six months as a live-
in volunteer with homeless people in 
a short-stay facility in Cambridge.  As 
a result I had a very different experi-
ence of Cambridge from the one I’d 
had of Oxford as a student. It was 
an eye-opening experience and I 
soon understood that there are many 
reasons why people become home-
less, including mental illness, broken 
families, recent release from the armed 
forces or adjustment to life as 
an ex-prisoner. But working 
with people from such 
a range of backgrounds 
and learning how to deal 
with the unexpected and 
unfamiliar  was a good 
preparation for my fu-
ture life. Our goal was to 
help people who’d become 
homeless find stability so 
that they could get on 
with their lives My 
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first salaried job was as a civil servant 
in the Department of Employment. 
For a couple of years, I managed the 
unemployment benefit office in Tot-
tenham with a staff of 25. My sights 
remained, however, on a posting over-
seas and in 1986, I started my first job 
in the Foreign Office

Where did you meet your wife?
We met during our first week at Ox-
ford, where we were both attending 
a newcomers’ event. We married in 
1984 in London and have just cel-
ebrated our silver wedding anniver-
sary. Sian also studied languages, but 
reschooled as a lawyer and worked 
as a barrister. My career switch obvi-
ously had an impact on her career, 
but for my first overseas posting I 
applied for the Embassy in Japan. It 
was somewhere both of us wanted to 
go, not least because Sian had worked 
there previously and was able to find  
a job with a law firm in Japan follow-
ing the birth of our elder daughter. I 
had undergone language training in 
Japanese before taking up my post at 
the British Embassy in Tokyo but still 
found a few unexpected difficulties 
communicating in Japanese. I recall 
trying to master a polite Japanese way 
of saying on the telephone “I’m sorry, 
but I didn’t quite catch what you just 
said”. After being misunderstood on 
numerous occasions, I consulted a 
Japanese friend who said “Easy: just 
say ‘Huh?’”. It worked.

Could you tell me something about 
your career path?
On completion of my posting in Japan 
in 1992, we moved back to London. 

Some diplomats like to spend as much 
time as they can working abroad but 
I really enjoyed living and working in 
London and had some very interest-
ing jobs there. In 1998 I was posted 
to Moscow where my A-level Russian 
wasn’t quite up to discussions on  
monetary policy or nuclear waste. 
But after a lot of painstaking learn-
ing on the job, I really came to enjoy 
working in this language too. It had 
always been a personal frustration of 
mine that I hadn’t pursued my study 
of Russian, so it was nice to reach a 
point during my Moscow years where 
I could finally stop kicking myself for 
that omission.

One of my most exotic assignments 
back in London was to head  a depart-
ment that covered  Japan, Mongolia, 
Oceania, Australia and New Zealand. 
My family was not thrilled by my long 
absences as I visited many, but regret-
tably not all, the countries with which I 
was involved. I never got to Tonga, for 
instance, although I did  once entertain 
the Crown Prince to lunch at the For-
eign Office. It was very illuminating to 
visit countries such as North Korea. In 
such a determinedly isolated country, 
it can be hard to know where to begin 
to establish mutual understanding 
and shared objectives. But even in 
such a uniquely difficult and different 
environment, you must remember that 
you’re dealing with people, not with 
abstract concepts or “systems”. Of 
course, travelling for business means 
one can often miss out on the cultural 
experience. I have three times been to 
Istanbul without  seeing anything of 
the city beyond meeting rooms. 
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Are you not concurrently Ambassa-
dor of the UK to Austria and Perma-
nent Representative to the interna-
tional organizations in Vienna?
Until summer 2006, we had a bilat-
eral and a multilateral ambassador, 
but I believe the current system is 
more efficient, and takes advantage 
of the fact that, uniquely, we have a 
number of UN organizations located 
here (unlike, for example, New York 
and Geneva) in the country’s capital. 
They are, of course, two very different 
jobs. For a start, I perform one largely 
in German and the other in English. 
My work on the Austria side includes, 
for example, promoting British trade 
and investment in Austria, or helping 
formulate EU positions on issues such 
as climate change or the regulation of 
financial services. In the international 
organizations, there’s the very differ-
ent challenge of striving for agreement 
on issues of global concern among 
a hundred and fifty or so sovereign 
states. One of the biggest challenges is 
to reach decisions that are better than 
the least common denominator—not 
always  easy  when you’re also trying 
to reach a consensus on the issues.

Do you enjoy life in Vienna?
Very much. I love music and it’s been  
thrilling to be assigned to cities like 
Moscow and now Vienna that have 
such a strong musical tradition. One 
of the highlights of my musical ex-
perience this year was a visit to the 
Staatsoper with my parents to cel-
ebrate their eightieth birthdays, where 
we saw a magnificent performance of 
Wagner’s Siegfried. We’ve also  enjoyed 
going to the Volksoper, among other 

things to see The Sound of Music. It 
was strange to hear German versions 
of all those songs I had grown up 
with! I love listening to most kinds of 
music, but especially classical. I was 
introduced to playing the trombone 
by a family friend when I was 10 and 
always enjoyed the fact that it is per-
haps not seen as an entirely serious 
instrument. Lately, I have a lot of fun 
playing the trumpet with my younger 
daughter, although strictly as private 
performers. I’m grateful that we have 
no immediate neighbours to complain 
about the noise! 

Another passion of mine is football 
and I enjoy trailing around Vienna 
watching matches between rather 
obscure teams and discovering bits of 
the city that I tend not to reach in the 
course of my work. I used to play foot-
ball, although not particularly well, 
and also enjoyed rugby and cricket. I 
like walking, I do a bit of gritted-teeth 
running, because I know it’s good for 
me, but above all I love getting around 
on a bicycle. In summer, I would cycle 
to meetings but soon learned a few 
lessons about turning up at places 
like the Bundeskanzleramt on a hot 
summer’s day looking as if I’d just 
stepped out of the sauna in my suit 
and tie. Vienna has some great places 
to cycle and occasionally I find time to 
ride to the Alte Donau in the summer 
evenings and sit with a book. 

Summer seems far away now as the 
end of the year approaches. I would 
like to wish the Christ Church congre-
gation and all readers a very merry 
Christmas and a happy 2010.
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Remembering Carsten Thiede (1)

The twenty-four hours event from 
4-5 November to mark the life 

and work of the Anglican theologian 
and historian, Revd. Professor Carsten 
Peter Thiede will without doubt hold 
a prominent place in the annals of 
Christ Church. 

The Choral Evensong of 4 November, 
in the presence of Austria’s Cardinal 
Christoph Schönborn, the Bishop of 
Europe Geoffrey Rowell and Bishop 
Tom Wright of Durham was in itself 
a memorable event and a highlight of 
the Christ Church year. Officiated by 
the Ven. Patrick Curran and assisted 
by Revd. Aileen Hackl, the service 
was attended by the British Ambas-
sador to Austria and the Interna-
tional Organizations in Vienna, Mr. 
Simon Smith as well as the widow of 
Carsten Thiede, Franziska and their 
elder daughter Miriam. The congre-
gation included many visitors from 
other churches, in particular Austria’s  
Roman Catholic Church, as well as 
Bishop Heitz of the Old Catholic 
Church. The lessons were expertly 
read by Churchwarden Philip Reading 
and theology student-to-be Miriam 
Thiede. 

Speaking from the heart rather than 
from a prepared text, Cardinal Schön-
born delivered his sermon in fluent 
English and proved to be both a 
compelling and humorous speaker. In 
powerful yet at the same time gentle 
words, he referred to the reading from 
the Book of Daniel and the lesson of 
humility and faith that even the great 
King of Babylon had to learn. He gave 

Photos 
1. Cardinal Schönborn preaching 
2. The Ven. Patrick Curran, Bishop         
    Geoffrey and Cardinal Schönborn 
3. Cardinal Schönborn and Bishop Geoffrey 
4. Reception at the Residence of the British              
    Ambassador: Cardinal Schönborn     
    greeting Rosie Curran, mother of the  
    Christ Church Chaplain 
5. Bishop Tom Wright and our host,  
    British Ambassador Simon Smith 
6. Miriam Thiede reading the Lesson 
7. A selection of books written by Carsten  
    Peter Thiede 
8. The Cardinal and Anglican Bishops 
9. Franziska and Miriam Thiede
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his own interpretation of the great 
stone that down the centuries had 
“smashed evil”, reminding us that it 
is the power of God’s mercy that has 
been able to limit the power of evil. He 
paid tribute to Carsten Thiede when 
he admitted that he had found some 
biblical scholarship somewhat dry but 
that through his writings, Thiede had 
brought it to life. The choir and organ-
ist were in splendid form as befitted 
the dignity of the occasion and the 
distinguished visitors. 

Evensong was followed by a most 
enjoyable reception at the residence 
of Ambassador Simon Smith and 
Mrs. Sian Stickings. Ambassador 
Smith welcomed the congregation 
and guests and Cardinal Schönborn, 
Bishop Geoffrey Rowell and Bishop 
Tom Wright each gave a brief ad-
dress. Thereafter we had time to talk 
to our visitors in an informal setting 
and view some of the books written 
by Professor Carsten Thiede that had 
thoughtfully been put on display. 
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Sixty people, including some 15 
from Christ Church, attended a full 

day symposium in the Stephanisaal, 
opposite Stephansdom, in celebration 
of the life and work of Carsten Peter 
Thiede (see pp10-11). The event was 
conceived and organized by Christ 
Church Chaplain Patrick Curran and 
brought together a distinguished 
panel of scholars. It was opened by 
Cardinal Schönborn, who speaking in 
German, described Carsten Thiede as 
bringing a fresh breeze to the history 
of evangelism through his books, his 
tireless quest for knowledge and his 
“burning heart”.

The second talk was given by Dr. 
Hans Förster, an authority on ancient 
manuscripts on the topic of Carsten 
Thiede as a papyrologist. Although 
the lecture was undeniably aimed at 
students of theological history, it was 
fascinating for lay listeners. Dr. Förster 
discussed both those issues where he 
and Carsten Thiede had a common 
approach as well as areas where they 
had agreed to differ. Bishop Geoffrey 
Rowell spoke eloquently on the role 
of miracles over the centuries, with 
particular reference to the essays of 
John Henry Newman. 

After a break for lunch, the Chaplain 
delivered the lecture prepared by Dr 
Margaret Barker, whose flight had 
been cancelled, on “Temple Theol-
ogy”. The Bishop of Durham, Tom 
Wright, spoke on “The Historicity 
of the Bible: Yesterday’s Puzzle, To-
morrow’s Challenge”. Despite com-
ing fourth in the list of speakers, he 

Photos
1. Lecturers and guests in the Stephanisaal 
2. Dr. Hans Förster, expert on papyrology* 
3. The Ven. Patrick Curran* 
4. The Bishop of Durham, Tom Wright 
5. Lucille Curran in discussion with   
    theology students during the coffee break 
6. Cardinal Schönborn’s opening address 
7. Dr. Förster’s lecture 
8. Evensong at the Stephansdom 
9. Bishop Geoffrey Rowell*  
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Remembering Carsten Thiede (2)

managed to hold the attention of the 
entire audience. 

Just before five, speakers and partici-
pants walked across to St. Stephan’s 
Cathedral where the Chaplain led 
Evensong. A number of elderly Aus-
trians who had inadvertently joined 
the service, must have been surprised 
at the vigour (and language) of the 
responses and final hymn emanating 
from a congregation that was dwarfed 
but not overawed by the vastness 
and magnificence of the surround-
ings. And so ended the twenty-four 
hour celebration of the life of Carsten 
Thiede. It was the first of its kind for 
Christ Church and a masterly feat 
of inspiration and organization by 
Chaplain Patrick Curran. Speaking 
for myself, I was able to forge new 
friendships among participants from 
different churches—in addition to the 
Roman Catholic Church, members of 
Vienna’s Methodist Church, Baptist 
community and other churches also 
attended—and I took home with me a 
deeper understanding of my own faith 
as well as great pride to be a member 
of Christ Church Vienna.
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Remembrance Sun-
day is always a 

special occasion at 
Christ Church when 
our thoughts turn to all 
those who died for their 
respective countries. 

This year, our Chaplain 
focused on the original meaning of 
the Day: a commemoration of those 
lives lost by Allied Troops in the Great 
War of 1914-1918. In a moving and 
emotional sermon, he talked about 
Harry Patch, Britain’s last surviving 
soldier to fight in the trenches, who 
died in July this year at the age of 
111. He echoed the words of former 
Gunner Patch when he said that 
all those who lost their lives were 
victims, whatever side they were 
fighting on. Indeed, at the funeral of 
Harry Patch in Wells Cathedral, two 
soldiers of each of the armed forces of 
Belgium, France and Germany served 
as pall-bearers. There is no doubt 
that congregations across the world 
marking Remembrance Sunday will 
agree with Harry Patch that disputes 
should be settled by negotiation and 
compromise, not by war.

The choir and the organist con-
tributed in no small measure to the 
dignity of the occasion with two 
glorious anthems (Russian Contakion 
based on the Orthodox liturgy and 
Mendelssohn’s Verleih uns Frieden) 
and a magnificent organ prelude and 
postlude by Parry. Fred Gruber stood 
in salute after laying the wreath at 
the altar as the Last Post sounded. 
There were tears in many eyes by 
the time the service concluded with 
the British national anthem and I was 
especially glad we sang the second 
verse, so appropriate for an interna-
tional community such as ours:
Not on this land alone
But be God’s mercies known
From shore to shore.
Lord, make the nations see
That men should brothers be,
And form one family
The wide world o’er 

The generous reception hosted by 
the British Ambassador at his resi-
dence with real British bangers and 
mash and a chance to mingle with 
visitors and fellow members of the  
congregation was a perfect end to a 
memorable morning.

Mr. Simon Smith, UK Ambassador to Austria 
and the Defence Attaché Lieutenant Colonel 
Derek Gibson
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The collection taken during the Remembrance Sunday service was 
donated to the Royal British Legion
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Saint Stephen
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Christ Church goers are reminded 
of Saint Stephen every Sunday, 

provided they look up at the altar 
window where he is depicted on the 
centre frame, beneath the figure of 
Christ. The inclusion of Saint Stephen 
is in deference to the foremost symbol 
of the city of Vienna, Saint Stephen’s 
Cathedral, or Stephansdom. 

More is known about Saint Stephen 
than many later saints for the simple 
reason that he is mentioned in the 
Acts of the Apostles. At a time when 
the apostles were busy spreading the 
gospel, they appointed seven dea-
cons to distribute alms to the poor 
and needy. Stephen was a Greek-
speaking Jew who was probably 
born outside the borders of Palestine. 
It is not known when he converted 
to Christianity, simply that soon 
after the Crucifixion, he was himself 
preaching and converting members 
of the Greek-speaking population. 
That Stephen was selected as one of 
the first deacons had much to do with 
his being a man “of good reputation, 
full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom” 
and “full of grace and fortitude”. He 
was also an inspired and successful 
orator who drew crowds whenever 
he spoke and was responsible for the 
conversion of many Jews.

Some members of his audience, how-
ever, did not appreciate his words, 
especially when Stephen accused the 
Jews of having murdered the Messiah 
whose coming had been announced 
by the prophets. This was interpreted 

as blasphemy against God and Mo-
ses. Stephen was brought before 
the supreme council of the Jews. He 
delivered a long speech recalling the 
lives of the Old Testament prophets, 
leading up to the birth of Jesus. 
Eventually, he was dragged outside 
the city of Jerusalem and stoned to 
death. Mortally wounded, he cried: 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!”. Then 
he fell to his knees and begged God 
not to punish his enemies. One of 
those  observing his stoning was 
Saul, later to become Saint Paul the 
Apostle. Saint Stephen was the first 
Christian martyr and he died shortly 
after Christ in or around the year 
35AD. 

St. Stephen’s Day on 26 December is 
a holiday in many countries. 

C
arlo C

rivelli (c. 1435–c. 1495)
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1
Sunday Monday Tuesday

6

13

20

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.30 Reading Group

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

Third Sunday of Advent

Fourth Sunday of Advent

27
First Sunday of Christmas

Conception of the 
Blessed virgin mary

Second Sunday of Advent

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Family Eucharist
 Sunday School Nativity
18.00 Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
16.00 Carol Sing-along in aid of the Caritas  
 Mobile Hospice

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist

December 2009 

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer



16.00 Christingle  
 Service

12

19

25

18

11

26

09.30 Holy Communion

10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddlers Group

18.00 Klagenfurt 
 Christmas  
 Eucharist
19.00 Choir Practice

17

9

2

15

3 4 5

10

23

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

08.00 Said Eucharist

10.00 Sung Eucharist  
 with blessing of  
 the Crib

18.00 Sung Eucharist

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Church Council

Wednesday Thursday Friday

30 31

8

Tuesday

08.30 Morning Prayer

24

Saturday

Christmas Eve

New Year’s Eve

Christmas Day St. Stephen 
Boxing Day

22.45 Midnight Mass
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25
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54
Sunday Monday Tuesday

10

3

17

24

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

08.30 Morning Prayer

Second Sunday of Epiphany

Third Sunday of Epiphany

Second Sunday of Christmas

31
Fourth Sunday of Epiphany

Baptism of Christ

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 The Six O’Clock Sunday Service
19.00 Ecumenical service at the Romanian Orth. 
 Church for Tag des Judentums

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 The Six O’Clock Sunday Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist  
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 The Six O’Clock Sunday Service

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist  
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 The Six O’Clock Sunday Service

January 2010 

08.30 Morning Prayer
10.00 Bible Study

19.00 Soundings

W e e k  o f  P r a y e r  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  U n i t y
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23

29

22

15

30

09.30 Holy Communion

10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir Practice

10.00 Toddlers Group

19.00 Choir Practice

21

13

6

20

7 1

8

2

9

14

27

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Sidespersons  
 meeting

Wednesday Thursday Friday

12

5
Tuesday

10.00 Sung Eucharist

28

Saturday

Epiphany

18.00 Ecumenical  
 service for the   
 Week of Prayer for  
 Christian Unity 
  with the Syrian   
 Orthodox Church

18.30 Taizé Service

W e e k  o f  P r a y e r  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  U n i t y

The Christ Church Community



In a six-session Soundings course (Tuesdays 19:00, Jan. 12 to Feb. 16), literature 
professor Sharon Hamilton will lead a series of discussions on how poems about 
the life of Christ can enrich our own faith by suggesting new ways to think about 
our Saviour. How, for example, does it deepen our thinking about the Nativity to 
hear Dorothy Parker describe Mary’s experience this way:
The things she knew, let her forget again –
The voices in the sky, the fear, the cold, 
The gaping shepherds, and the queer old men
Piling their clumsy gifts of foreign gold. 

What do such poems reveal about human encounters with the miraculous? The 
course will begin in week one (January 12) with poems about Christ’s Nativity and 
then, in subsequent weeks, will work through poems on the three wise men (Jan. 
18), and on Christ’s life and teachings (Jan. 26-Feb. 9).  In the final week (Feb. 16) 
we will conclude the course by looking at poems that reflect on how we encounter 
Christ in our lives today. In this last session, we will consider what contemporary 
poets have to say about an ongoing relationship with Christ. These poems will 
range from the funny and honest to the deeply moving. While all of the sessions 
will be linked thematically, each session will be treated as an independent unit, 
so feel free to attend as many or as few of the sessions as you wish. Newcomers 
and casual visitors are always welcome!  Sharon Hamilton 
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LS We at Christ Church are blessed to have a choir and very capable musicians as well 

as a fine pipe organ. The choir has for many years has enriched our services with 
their choral contribution and the Service of Nine Lessons and Carols (13 December, 
18.00) will be no exception. The service focuses on the Scriptures as they tell and 
foretell of the birth of Jesus the Messiah, the Hope of the Nations Since it is an 
evening service, it is probably not suitable for young children who will doubtless 
enjoy the Sunday School Nativity and Carols at 10.00 the same day. 
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Do you know what a Christingle is? And if you know what a Christingle is do you 
remember what components go to make up a Christingle? The young members of 
our church are especially invited to a special service on Saturday 20 December 
at 1600 hours. Together with the Sunday School Nativity this year’s Christingle 
is for all the church family and particularly suitable for young children. Please 
contact Abigail Zafiropulo if you would like to help with the refreshments after 
the service.

The date for the 2010 confirmation service is Sunday, 25 April 2010. Adults and 
children above the age of 12 are welcome. Classes will begin in January and there 
are ten sessions altogether. Please register with the Church Office by 12 January.C
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The Annual sing-along is on Sunday, 6 December at 16.00. This pre-Christmas 
sing-along is in aid of the Caritas Mobile Hospice in which Faith Schultze was 
involved. Glühwein and mince-pies will be provided after the service.

Once a year the 14 churches of the National Ecumenical Council in Austria gather 
to worship together in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. This year we will 
assemble for worship on Friday 22 January, 1800 hours at the Roman Catholic 
parish of Leopoldau. Our hosts are the Syriac Orthodox Church in Vienna.

The Tuesday Lent group will meet at 630pm for 7pm beginning on Tuesday 23 
February. There are five sessions altogether (other dates 2,9,16,23  March). This 
year we will read Cross-Shattered Christ: Meditations on the Seven Last Words by 
Stanley Hauerwas. Please note these dates in your diary and make a commitment 
to deepening you faith this Lent.

In the calendar you will find listed a special service “Der Tag des Judentums” (The 
Day of Judaism) on 17 January 2010. The service will be hosted by the National 
Council of Churches in Austria. On this day Christians throughout Austria are 
invited to consider the Jewish antecedents of their faith. The service will be held 
in the Romanian Orthodox Church in Simmering, 1110 Vienna. The service and the 
sermon will be in German.

On Friday, 5 March over three million people world wide will be praying and 
worshipping together during an annual day of prayer, using a service prepared 
by Christian women in Cameroon with the theme “Let everything that has breath 
Praise God”. This is always an exciting day as a great wave of prayer sweeps the 
world, beginning when the first service is held in the Queen Salote Girls’ School in 
Tonga and continuing around the world until the final service takes place, some 
35 hours later, in neighbouring Western Samoa. By then the day will have been 
celebrated in over 170 countries with over 5,000 services. In Austria there are over 
430 services including services in Swedish and in English!

Although organized and led by women, this is essentially a day of prayer for eve-
rybody as we show our solidarity with our sisters and brothers in other countries. 
All are welcome to attend. This year, the service in English will be at 9.30 at Christ 
Church Vienna. For further information and resources:  www.wwdp-natcomm.org 
or www.weltgebetstag.at
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“We have been coming here for 
several years now and wouldn’t miss 

it for the world” (Anglo/Austrian 
family from Lower Austria)

“The bazaar triumvirate, with Sheila 
at the helm, did a stupendous job and 
were able to introduce several inno-
vations such as tea for the workers!” 
(John)

“The photo of  the children with 
Santa will be our Christmas 

card this year” (Mani)

“We come here every year and 
look forward to hearing English 
carols” (Fritz and Hanne)

“We picked up some 
great Christmas presents 
at the new book stand”  
(Melanie and sister)

“I head straight for the 
clothes. There are always 
great bargains to pick up 
and the young man from 
Christ Church was very 
helpful” (Helga)

“The ladies selling cakes 
and cookies were very 
friendly and the food deli-
cious” (Caro)

Photos courtesy of Claus Michalek (except centre photo)

Christ Church AdventBazaar
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“I love browsing the 
book stall. I picked up a 

wonderful book on Paris 
printed some 80 years 

ago” (Gloria)

“We love the spirit of  camaraderie” 
(Deidre)

“I had heard about the bazaar be-
fore we came to Christ Church but 

never knew it would be so amazing 
—so many people involved, so much 

work, so much time ... but so much 
fun!” (Liza)

“For me the highlight 
was the African food” 

(Tom)

“The whisky went 
down a treat too” 

(Peter)

“Mummy bought a 
funny animal for my 
brother at the toy 
stand” (Sara)

Christ Church AdventBazaar
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ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE    
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When I was eight 
years old, my 

grandfather wrote in 
my autograph album: 
“Teach me to distin-
guish between senti-
ment and sentimen-
tality.” I had no idea 
what that meant then 
and  I still have diffi-

culty deciding what it means exactly. 
However, as you can see, the words of  
my wise old grandfather still resound, 
especially when, as recently, I had the 
occasion to think and talk about a time 
in my past which most certainly has 
taken on sentimental value because 
of its associations: the 1960s and 
early1970s. It was a wonderful time to 
be a teenager and student in England 
(Liverpool to boot). Hanging out in the 
Union Bar with the Liverpool Poets, 
dancing with Chris Farlowe (Out of 
Time), spending long nights singing 
and playing the Blues and Folk with 
people like Renbourne and Mayall, 
sit-ins, demonstrations, the hope 
that we could and would change the 
world for the better. I remember the 
riots leading up to the assassination 
of Martin Luther King, the crushing of 

the Prague Spring and so many Czech 
students fleeing to Vienna the first 
year I was there, the  student revolts 
in Paris, the music ... much can be 
said about the repercussions of this 
era for politics, sexual mores, music, 
philosophy, religion and art.

However the point of this is not to 
philosophize but to say a big thank-
you to Sandra and Derek Gibson, our 
friends from the British Embassy, for 
allowing us, the Children of Flower 
Power, to indulge our sentimentality, 
by hosting the Bring and Share on 
23 October with the motto—yes, you 
guessed—the ‘60s and ‘70s. “Far out” 
in the 13th district was the “groovy” 
place where “it was all at”, the epi-
thets being some of the ones posted 
on the walls of our venue to get into 
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the feel. On the walls there were also 
LP sleeves (as we used to call them); 
vintage clothes from Christ Church 
Shop (where I bought my psychodelic 
pants), charts inviting us to match 
song and songwriter, or to list TV 
programmes we used to watch. 

I arrived to the strains of the Moody 
Blues and hardly recognized our 
hosts, who had taken great trouble to 
look the parts of Rock ’n Roll Daddy 
and spouse. Sean came a close third, a 
look alike of Elton John, someone said, 
but for me a great reminder of Dave 
Clark (Dave Clark Five?) There was a 
quiz taxing our synapses to recall the 
year when Margaret Thatcher came to 
power or the miniskirt was launched 
by Mary Quant. We also had fun iden-
tifying anonymous photos guests had 

brought of themselves taken at the 
time: Patrick in ankle socks, Hyacinth 
in shorts and never-ending legs. Now 
who was that beautiful baby, again? 
We listened to a wide range of music, 
even Mat Monroe, but when the Beach 
Boys, Stones or Beatles came on, we 
took to the floor and twisted, shook 
and waved our beads and bracelets as 
though time had stood still. We had a 
fab time. Let the music play on ... 

On 7 July 2009 the funeral took place of Patricia Blasche 
at the Zentralfriedhof

On 16 October 2009 the funeral took place of Alan Patzak 
at the Zentralfriedhof

The baptism of Tobechukwu Davin Okonkwo took place on  
21 June 2009 at Christ Church

On 25 July 2009 Richard and Eva Siwy were married in at 
Ober St.Veit

From the Church Registers
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On New Years Eve 1814, or to be 
more precise New Years Day at 

sometime after three o’clock in the 
morning, a fire broke out in the ball-
room of Count Razumovsky’s mag-
nificent neoclassic Vienna palace. The 
high-society guests of his New Years 
Eve party were all gone and the count 
was alone except for his servants. 
Many adjacent rooms of the palace 
were filled with priceless works of art 
and antiquities. Count Razumovsky 
dashed back and forth, driven almost 
mad with urgency, rasping orders to 
his panicking servants through the 
thick smoke, to bring more water! 
Bring more water! Copious amounts 
of water was brought and eventually, 
at sunrise, the fire was under control 
but not before many rooms had been 
blackened and countless works of 
art and sculptures destroyed by the 
flames. Count Andrey Kyrillovich 
Razumovsky had gone to sleep the 
night of December 30, a man at the 
peak of his powers, a fabulously rich 
diplomat who had excelled at the 
top of his profession. He emerged at 
dawn on January 1, a broken man. 
He was to live in seclusion for the 
rest of his life.

In 1792 Count Andrey Kyrillovich 
was appointed the Tsar’s diplomatic 
representative to the Habsburg court 
in Vienna, a crucial diplomatic post 
during the Napoleonic era. He com-
missioned the building of a huge 
and glittering neoclassic residence, 
worthy of the representative of Tsar 
Alexander 1. The Razumovsky palace 
was positioned on a slight hill above 

the Danube in what is now the third 
district overlooking the Prater mead-
ow. Such was the size of the palace 
and gardens, he became know as the 
governor of the suburbs.

The count was a generous, extrava-
gant patron of the arts. He set about 
acquiring precious paintings and an-
tiquities to furnish the residence. He 
was an important patron of Beethoven, 
commissioning three string quartets 
from the composer in 1806. In 1808 
he established his own palace string 
quartet consisting of some of the most 
famous players of the epoch. A Razu-
movsky Vienna string quartet exists to 
this day. In 1814 as the chief Russian 
negotiator during the Congress of 
Vienna that redistributed the borders 
of Europe, he successfully asserted 
Russian rights in Poland – the great-
est achievement of his career. All this 
was cause for celebration and in the 
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famed Congres qui danse, mais il ne 
marche pas [the Congress dances but 
doesn’t do anything else], as Prince 
Metternich dryly remarked, Count 
Razumovski provided one of the most 
memorable dances.

That New Years Eve, the Tsar of Russia 
was in attendance as were the repre-
sentatives of the King of England and 
the Hapsburg Empire, countless no-
bles and diplomats, the demi-monde, 
the jeunesse d’oree. Perhaps the only 
person who didn’t come though he 
was certainly invited, was Beethoven. 
And all was wonderful—until after the 
guests had gone.

The Razumovsky palace is sadly 
empty until this day. Whilst a small 
portion of the immense building has 
been put to institutional use, the cen-
tral portion and wings of the palace 
are dilapidated, locked and deserted 
as if still mourning the count’s loss. 
The large overgrown garden I glimpse 

behind high black railings is secretive, 
unkempt and strangely beautiful. Per-
haps the deserted reception rooms are 
exactly where the ball was held, with 
the temporary ballroom extension 
leading out into the garden, heated 
by the flue which caught fire in the 
middle of the night.

But on winter evenings as I pass by, I 
keep hoping—almost expecting—that 
one evening I might see lights glitter-
ing from the old, baroque ballroom, 
hear the violins playing and watch 
the shadows of society guests danc-
ing again, as they did that News Years 
Eve in 1814.

Admission to the Anglican Community

Frank Sauer, who is well-known 
to the congregation as one of 
the regular and faithful servers 
at Christ Church, was admitted 
by the Ven. Patrick Curran to the 
Church of England during the 10.00 
service on 1 November 2009. The 
congregation congratulated Frank 
on this important step.



Razum
ovsky Palace
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Members of the Christ Church 
congregation gathered on Sun-

day, 25 October, to bid a fond fare-
well to Ms. Loide Lungameni (above, 
centre), who was leaving Vienna and 
Christ Church to take up a senior 
appointment in Nairobi, Kenya. A 
send-off reception was arranged by 
members of the African community 
at Christ Church and was well at-
tended by the entire Church family. 
The reception was quietly and ably 
organized by Frank Oladeinde, who 
called on Emmanuel Adeyemi, Val-
entine Ogunya and the faithful Mrs. 
Lola Ogunfojuri to assist.

At the Sunday Eucharist, the Ven. 
Patrick Curran blessed and prayed 
for Loide, calling on God to protect 
her in her new environment. At  the 
reception, Loide’s daughter Joyce 
Gawases took the opportunity to 
complain that people often confused 
her with her mother: “They often 
wonder who the mother is and who’s 
the daughter,” Joyce said. Loide has 
kept her youthful look since 1995. A 

Namibian, she grew up at Onekwaya-
East, leaving the country at the age 
of 18, for Lubango, Angola. It was a 
troubled period in southern Africa. 
Namibia was in the middle of its 
struggle for independence. Away from 
home, Loide also lived and studied 
in Lusaka, Zambia, and thereafter in 
London, UK. 

She is going home to Africa at a time 
when the continent is asking her sons 
and daughters to contribute to social 
and economic development. How did 
they put it in the Bible? “Come over 
to Macedonia and help us.” African 
Governments are experiencing a 
“brain drain” instead of the badly 
needed “brain gain”; they say many 
of their own are abroad and  helping 
to build societies elsewhere. UNODC, 
where Loide is a senior staff member, 
is apparently taking the African call 
seriously, by sending one of its best 
to Nairobi to head the regional office. 
Loide will be UNODC Representative 
for Eastern Africa, responsible for 
13 countries, including four Indian 
Ocean States (Comoros, Madagascar, 
Mauritius and Seychelles). Christ 
Church expects Loide to visit once 
in a while and eventually return to 
Vienna. 

UNODC is the Vienna-based United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
that helps stave off the impact of 
illicit drugs across the world. Africa 
is increasingly facing the threats of 
drugs, crime and terrorism, and the 
services of UNODC are progressively 
sought on the continent.

Auf Wiedersehen, Loide
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The Six O’Clock Service
by the R

evd. Jady K
och

When I joined Christ Church 
as Curate three months ago, 

one of my first tasks was to develop 
an evening service to help fill out 
our Sunday offerings here at Christ 
Church. Well, I’m delighted to report 
that on 18 October we introduced 
the “Six O’Clock,” which has quickly 
established itself as Vienna’s premier 
weekly Anglican Sunday evening 
communion service! Liza and I have 
been thankful for the help and sup-
port we’ve been given over these 
past six weeks with many people 
contributing to the dinners, offering 
suggestions and participating in the 
service. We had initially planned for 
a six-week trial run, and I am happy 
to report that, beginning 10 January, 
the service will be a regular feature 
of the Christ Church Sunday lineup 
for the foreseeable future. 

Over these six weeks, we have been 
working with the format of the serv-
ice by experimenting with a variety 
of musical and liturgical styles within 
the framework of a reverent and 
meaningful expression of the best 
of our Anglican liturgical tradition. 

We are hopeful that this will result 
in an evening option that compli-
ments the two services we already 
offer. Of course, we also think that 
the weekly dinner party afterwards 
is a pretty good incentive to come 
along as well! 

In order to make this a weekly reality 
for our community here in Vienna, 
we are hoping to put together a list 
of people who would be willing to 
help as needed. We are looking for 
any variety of musicians (organists 
who need practice, harmonica play-
ers, electric guitarists, kazoo play-
ers,  etc.), readers, servers, cooks 
and volunteers of any kind so we 
can make plans for the service on a 
weekly basis. If you or anyone you 
know has been looking for a way to 
get involved in the life of the church 
and have yet to find a niche, this may 
be the perfect opportunity! If you’re 
interested, please do not hesitate to 
let me know. I will be working on 
setting up the rota during the first 
week of January, so please contact 
me at: jadykoch@gmail.com, or 
0676 954 7888. 
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Dates for your Diary

DATE TIME  EVENT

Dec. 2 (Wed) 19.00 Church Council meeting

Dec. 6 (Sun) 16.00 Annual sing-along in aid of the 

  Caritas mobile hospice

Dec. 13 (Sun) 10.00 Sunday School nativity

 18.00 Nine Lessons and Carols

Dec. 17 (Thurs) 18.00 Klagenfurt Christmas Eucharist

Dec. 19 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle service

Dec.24 (Thurs) 22.45 Christmas Eve: Midnight Mass

Dec.25 (Fri)  08.00 Said Eucharist 

Christmas Day 10.00 Sung Eucharist

Dec.27 (Sun) 08.00 Said Eucharist 

 10.00 Sung Eucharist

Jan. 6 (Wed) 10.00 Epiphany – Sung Eucharist

Jan. 10 (Sun) 18.00 Six O’clock service resumes

Jan. 15 (Fri) 18.30 Taizé Service

Jan. 17 (Sun) 19.00 Ecumenical service for the Tag des 

  Judentums at the Romanian Orth. Church

Jan. 22 (Fri) 18.00 Ecumenical service for the Week of Prayer for   

  Christian Unity at the parish of Leopoldau,   

  with the Syrian Orthodox Church

Jan. 27 (Wed) 19.00 Sidespersons’ meeting

Jan. 31 (Sun) 10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist

Feb. 3 (Wed) 19.00 Ministry Committee

Feb. 8 (Mon) 18.30 Reading Group: So long a letter by Miriam Ba

Feb. 10 (Wed) 19.00 Church Council meeting

Feb. 12 (Fri) 19.00 Iona evening

March 5 (Fri) 09.30 Women’s World Day of Prayer

March 17 (Wed) 19.00 ACM

April 25 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation

May 28 (Fri) 19.00 Lange Nacht der Kirchen
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French and Arabic teacher
A friend of mine (French/Arabic 
mother tongue) offers lessons in both 
languages (grammar and conversation) 
for adults and children, including those 
who need extra help with schoolwork. 
She lives in the 18th district of Vienna 
and can give lessons at her home or if 
necessary come to your home. Please 
call Jacqueline on 0664/559 2646. She 
speaks English and German, or call me 
for further information or a reference. 
Judy Castelino 285 1802   

Computer Doctor Vienna 
Gary fixes and installs your computers. 
Instructs in use of software. Fast and 
reliable, at affordable prices. Tel:  
0650/689 5757 www.computerdoctor 
vienna.com.

Cat sitter available 
Are you going away temporarily? 
There’s no need to send your feline 
companion to a cattery. Cat-sitter 
available. Visit daily or live in. By 
arrangement. Ring Laura Fairburn 
01/310 1766.
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English-speaking Counsellor
An experienced, Austrian born, US-
trained Counsellor, with a background 
in counselling and marriage and family 
therapy in a multicultural setting, 
offers counselling/therapy services 
to the international community in a 
range of areas including relationship/
marital issues, cross-cultural issues, 
communication, life transitions, grief 
and loss, anxiety, depression, trauma 
and spiritual issues. Contact details: 
Tel. 069917095031; olson.charlotte@
gmail.com; Hochäckergasse 17/1; 
3400 Maria Gugging-Klosterneuburg. 
She use an office in Vienna once a 
week.

Personal Ads

Carer needed
Wanted: English-speaking carer for 
an American Alzheimers patient in 
Baden: His wife needs to go away for 
a few days now and then for a respite 
and would need someone experienced 
to stay. Please call Margarete Healy 
02252 25 48 61.

Nanny available
I am a member of Christ Church and 
have a relative in Kenya who is ready 
and willing to work with children. She 
is 19 and could start any time from 
the beginning of January. Her email 
address is oderahildaakinyi@yahoo.
com. If you are interested or would 
like more information, please contact 
me at lilllianawuor@aol.com or on tel: 
0676/7283130.

Crossways

wishes all its readers a happy and  
blessed Christmas
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