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The opinions expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors and should 
not necessarily be considered as carrying the 
endorsement of Christ Church, its officers or 
the Editor.

In keeping with tradition at Christ Church, many 
members of the congregation attended the Pen-
tecost service dressed in national costume. This 
month’s cover shows an Austrian/Nigerian blend 
that reflects our ethnic and cultural diversity. 
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The deadline for submissions for the 
September issue of CROSSWAYS is 15 
August. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication 
to: office@christchurchvienna.org 
AND crossways@aon.at, or phone 
the Editor on 01-285 1802.

Having spent early June in hospital for an opera-
tion and the rest of the month recovering, I was 

unable to attend most of the events organized in and 
around Christ Church during the month. This made 
me all the more grateful to receive contributions from 
members of the congregation who participated in the 
different events. It made me realise that others who for 
various reasons are unable to participate personally in 
our full programme of activities are probably happy to 
read about them. For my part, I was particularly sad 
not to join the 2009 Retreat, led by the Revd. Tania 
Witter, but my regret was somewhat tempered by 
the evocative description of the weekend, beautifully 
written by Sally Reading. The Sunday School picnic is 
always an enjoyable occasion and fortunately photos 
and an eye-witness account were available for inclu-
sion in this magazine. On the other hand, those who 
missed the Wheaton College concert should be kick-
ing themselves; the write-up and photos on p26 can 
hardly do justice to the glorious music. The guided 
visit to the church Am Steinhof last Saturday was a 
wonderful experience and the venue is well recom-
mended for a future family outing. The talk on OSCE 
by Ambassador Cliff on 7 June and the reading of St. 
Mark’s Gospel on 9 June both took place in the Church 
Centre and were very well received. Several people 
from Christ Church witnessed the doctorate awarded 
by the University of Vienna to Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu—another event I would have loved to attend. The 
Chaplain has written an article about it on p11.

Christ Church offers a rich palette of church-related 
and social activities but it is striking that some regular 
members of the congregation never take part. I trust 
that the write-ups of these events in Crossways may 
whet their appetites. Being a member of a church im-
plies membership in a community ... and participating 
in the life of that community. I look forward to seeing 
some “new” faces at forthcoming events. I can assure 
you that among the rich choice of activities available, 
there is something for you and your family. Judy
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

The Austrian elec-
tions for the Eu-

ropean Parl iament 
elections were held on 
Sunday, 7 June 2009 
(Trinity Sunday). This 
month in place of a 
lead article I would like 
to share extracts from 

the sermon I preached at Choral 
Evensong as it contains some fun-
damental Christian reflections. Else-
where in this edition of Crossways 
you can read about the interface 
between theology and political life 
as it impacted on the life of South 
Africa under the leadership of the 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

Today and over the past few days, 
men and women across the Euro-
pean Union have cast their votes 
for the European Parliament. Let us 
keep in mind that the European Par-
liament is the world’s only directly 
elected multinational assembly. 327 
million people from twenty-seven 
nations had the right to vote. It is 
a privilege to vote for such an as-
sembly; sadly it is not seen as such. 
Of the 300,000 non-Austrian EU 
nationals living in Austria, only a 
tenth registered to vote. Further it 
may surprise a few that the churches 
welcome the Lisbon Treaty. Why? 
The Lisbon Treaty has been greeted 
favourably because anchored within 
it is the commitment by the organs 
of the European Union to be in open, 
transparent and regular dialogue 
with the churches, religions and 

communities of conviction. Please do 
not confuse this endorsement with 
an uncritical one. 

Our subject today is the Trinity. 
And attempts at bringing people 
into community by overcoming 
boundaries, especially man-made 
boundaries, is one way in which we 
as Christians can reflect the life of the 
Trinity. It is not simply an abstract 
concept, but rather it informs our 
own action, knowingly or unknow-
ingly. The Trinity reminds the Chris-
tian that God is, as we hear time 
and time again, the living God. God 
is actively alive in the world. God in 
and of himself is community—not a 
monolith, not a block of stone. 

Within God himself there exists 
relationship—a relationship of per-
sons, say the theologians, forever 
relating to one another. These rela-
tionships in God are based in love. 
What does this mean? It means that 
God is forever giving and receiving, 
because the nature of love is to give 
and to receive, but if love has no 
object then how can it give? God is 
love and by this we mean that God 
is forever emptying himself, giving 
himself to the other.

On this Trinity Sunday let us briefly 
focus on what is most familiar to 
all, the concept of the one in three 
and three in one. The Athanasian 
Creed renders it as follows, “And the 
Catholic Faith is this: That we wor-
ship one God in Trinity, and Trinity 
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in Unity.” The ecumenical movement 
as defined by Lutherans has adopted 
the concept of unity in diversity and 
it can do so by learning from God 
himself who has revealed himself to 
be both singular and a community 
of persons (strictly) defined. 

The object of all our human endeav-
ours under God must be to form and 
shape communities so that bounda-
ries are overcome enabling people 
to relate to one another and learn 
from one another. The establishing 
of treaties that are honoured and 
respected by nation states is one 
such step. Often our man-made 
boundaries do not allow for human 
flourishing. Seen in this perspective, 
the European Union “ist ein großer 
Wurf”, a historic venture indeed.

The Christian faith properly under-
stood contains within itself a call to 
participate in creating and upholding 
political structures that are in con-
formity with God as revealed in Jesus 
Christ. The Ten Commandments are 
about the ordering of a whole nation 
under God in which the sojourner 
in the midst, the alien, is actually 
mentioned. In the recent crisis en-
veloping the Roman Catholic Church 
in Ireland, someone said, ‘It was so 
Catholic it forgot to be Christian.” 
Christians can and must be held to 
the teaching and principles as laid 
down by Christ himself. In conse-
quence of this, the Christian always 
moves towards the other and seeks 
to overcome boundaries.

There are those who believe that 
they can build the Kingdom of God 
on earth. I am not one of those, be-
cause I am too aware of our fallen 
nature, yes our sinfulness, but I am 
also aware of the whole complex 
question of knowledge and know-
ing. What we can know and what 
we can’t know. Anyone who has 
even mildly interested in history will 
know how perceptions are continu-
ally changing; to know the past is a 
very elusive endeavour. It is always 
provisional. Paul speaks of the 
provisional nature of knowledge by 
saying he knows in part. Today as 
we contemplate the God who has 
revealed himself in Jesus Christ, the 
God of Love, let us add that we know 
both in part and provisionally. This 
will safeguard us from making our 
perceptions into idols that we follow 
and obey uncritically and will keep 
us open to the Living God.

Today we celebrate God as Trinity. It 
reminds us that as Christians we are 
already in a community of relation-
ships that crosses the boundaries of 
race, language, culture and nation 
and that we have our part to play in 
ensuring and contributing towards 
furthering the values and principles 
of God’s Kingdom as the Spirit gives 
us utterance. Amen.
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What do Göttweig 
Abbey and the 

belly of a whale have 
in common? No, it’s not 
a joke and there’s no 
punch line. But let me 
explain.  

Retreats are a time of 
fellowship and sharing 
but also a time of inner 
contemplation and explo-

ration, taking stock and questioning 
our direction. The process of retreat-
ing from our daily lives for three 
days (well, two actually, but three 
sounds more meaningful!) resembles 
Jonah’s descent into the belly of the 
Leviathan, his confrontation with his 
own personal demons. Whether un-
derstood as a spiritual metaphor for 
the ultimately transformative “dark 
night of the soul” or more literally 
as an unusual maritime adventure, 
Jonah’s wilderness experience was 
the prelude to his mission to bring 
repentance to the city of Nineveh, 
where he struggled with God and 
with his own inadequate and un-
generous perception of God’s love 
for humankind. 

There the resemblance between 
Göttweig and the whale stops! On 
a glorious June weekend in the 
Wachau, we enjoyed the comforts 
of the well-appointed retreat centre 
and had time between sessions, each 
conveniently devoted to one of the 
four chapters of the Book of Jonah, to 
wander around the Abbey, go on the 

guided tour, walk in the surround-
ing woods or sleep off the effects of 
much contemplation and, perhaps, 
a little wine. 

We were lovingly guided through the 
sessions by our retreat leader, Revd. 
Tania Witter, a former member of the 
congregation and a dear friend of 
Christ Church. Tania led us through 
a succession of Jonah moments from 
his disobedient flight from the call 
of God to his reluctant mission and 
sulky response to God’s forgive-
ness for the non-believers, all the 
while linking this rich, profound and 
sometimes humorous Old Testament 
story to our own lives and gently 
challenging us with some difficult 
questions. How resistant are we to 
God’s call in our lives? Do we create 
the space and time to hear His call? 
Do we empty ourselves so that we 
can be filled with God’s Spirit? Are 
we afraid to share what we know 
of God? Are we similar to Jonah in 
believing some people to be beyond 
the reach of God’s redemption? With 
these questions and many others, 
Tania anchored the messages of the 
Jonah story in our own personal 
experience.
 

Fellowship and Contemplation

Revd. Tania Witter
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Opening out the story 
from the personal to 
the historical, tribal and 
universal, Tania told us 
about the subsequent 
fate of the Ninevites 
and how their history 
is linked to the present-
day Chaldean Chris-
tians, still surviving in 
an area of present-day 
Iraq. She showed how 
God’s salvation is not 
exclusive but available to all and how 
God can use the weakest and most 
flawed among us as messengers and 
channels of His love and hope. 

We came away from our three days 
of Celtic liturgy, impromptu music-
making and exploration of the Abbey 

and ourselves with a deeper sense of 
the relevance of the Bible to our own 
individual lives and a heightened 
awareness of the ways in which 
we, too, need to confront the Jonah 
within and overcome the barriers 
that may prevent us from carrying 
God’s message to the world.

Fellowship and Contemplation

From the Church Registers

The baptism of Nadia Elizabeth van 
Maurik and Francesca Catherine van 
Maurik took place on 5 April 2009 at 
Christ Church.

On 30 May 2009, the marriage 
of Emmanuel Adeyemi and Maria 
Cristina Krier was blessed at Christ 
Church.
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After their return to England 
in 2000, the Revd. Jeremy 

Peake continued to be active in local 
churches and felt honoured when 
last year Wells Cathedral held a 
service to commemorate the 50th 
year of his ordination as priest (in 
1958, by Bishop Bell, of Chichester). 
I was lucky enough to be Jeremy 
and Min’s last (resident) guest. He 
had trouble with his knees but no 
operation was expected because of 
his weak heart. To spare them he had 
an “ejector seat”, looking like a circle 
folded in half, with a powerful spring 
between the two halves: a great help 
when he wanted to stand up. He 
was in good humour; when I called 
him “Rabbi” he burst out into one of 
those booming laughs which were so 

The Revd. Jeremy Peake, Chaplain of Christ Church from November 1987 
to January 2000, died on 11 June at his home in England at the age of 
79. The more recent members of the congregation may not have known 
Jeremy, unless they were in church on 15 January 2006 when he preached 
at the 10.00 service, but they will doubtless know him by reputation. 
Brimming with energy, enthusiasm and exuberance, a true “original” who 
never felt the need to be anything more, or less, than himself, Jeremy 
left an indelible mark on the life of Christ Church. Members of the con-
gregation are invited to contribute a few words on their thoughts and 
memories of Jeremy for the next issue of Crossways. In the meantime, 
the last Christ Church member to see him alive, talks about that moment: 

My covenant with him was a cov-
enant of life and peace ... and he 
feared me, he stood in awe of my 
name. True instruction was in his 
mouth, and no wrong was found on 
his lips. He walked with me in peace 
and righteousness ... says the Lord 
of hosts. Malachi 2,5,6

characteristic of him. As usual, both 
Jeremy and Min were very keen to 
maintain links with members of the 
Christ Church congregation. Their 
only problem was locating the mail-
ing list which had, typically, gone 
mission on a large table amid a sea 
of papers!

In honour of my advanced birthday 
(70!) they drove through the rain for 
30 minutes to a favourite restaurant 
for a celebration lunch. Jeremy’s 
appetite was fine, a good indica-
tor of his health, I thought. In the 
evening we suffered a depression of 
a different kind as Man United was 
beaten in the final of the European 
Cup. To my surprise, Min is now a 
keen soccer fan and much enjoys 
the artistry involved. The next day 
I had to leave and I last saw them 
sitting together on a station bench. 
I had not expected that it would be 
my final sight of Jeremy. But, as Min 
told Rose Samuel, at least he was 
spared a long decline in hospital and 
for this she was thankful.

Beverley Spilman

The Revd. Jeremy Peake
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On Saturday, 20 June, a group of some 20 
members of Christ Church visited the Otto 

Wagner church Am Steinhof in the south-west 
of Vienna. Built from 1902-1907, the church is 
a supreme example of Jugendstil (art nouveau). 
Although now one of the city’s most famous land-
mark, its break from the traditional baroque style 
still popular at the time was considered tasteless 
and relentlessly modern in the early 1900s. The 
church was designed to accommodate worship-
pers from the psychiatric hospital of Steinhof, in 
whose grounds it is located. As our friendly and 
informative guide explained, there were separate 
pews for “quiet”, “fairly quiet” and “restless” 
patients, and two small side doors through which 
to remove patients quickly if necessary during the 
service as well as an emergency treatment room. 
Unlike most Roman Catholic churches, it is built 
on a north-south axis with large windows on the 
east and west side allowing the maximum amount 
of daylight. The holy water is dispensed drop by 
drop to prevent patients from playing with the 
water. The staircase to the pulpit is located be-
hind a wall and accessible through a door at the 
side of the altar, to avoid the risk of accident. The 
famous gilt dome that glistens in the sunlight (al-
though not on the rainy Saturday of our visit!) was 
regilded a few years ago. The church is well worth 
a visit. For details of opening hours see http://
www.wien.info/article.asp?IDArticle=3026.

The Church am Steinhof

East window
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Exterior of the church

Side altar

Somewhat wet yet thoroughly delighted 
visitors from Christ Church
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Written in a lively, engaging 
style, this new Lion Hand-

book tells the 
story of how 
Christianity 
began  and 
d e v e l o p e d 
into the ma-
jor world re-
ligion it is to-
day. The book 
takes a global 
perspective 
and is fully 
i l l u s t ra t e d 
i n  c o l o u r 
throughout. 
The main text 
of the book 
is written by 

Jonathan Hill, with articles by 50 
international experts from the Africa, 
Asia, Europe and North America. 

The book includes chapters on: 
Christian beginnings; the Church 
Fathers; expansion to Africa and the 
Middle East; the Byzantine Empire; 
the Dark Ages; the late Middle Ages; 
the Reformation; Russia and the 
East; the New Age of Exploration of 
Africa, South and North America, 

India and the Far East from the 15th 
to 17th centuries; the Enlightenment; 
the age of Colonialism; the Modern 
World. 
 
This book is a treasure house of in-
formation, to be dipped into for years 
to come. Well laid out in the excel-
lent manner we have come to expect 
from Lion publishing, it is a pleasure 
to handle and look through. With 
superb illustrations, maps, photo-
graphs and drawings, with margin 
notes to enhance the main text, this 
book will provide many happy hours 
of reading to anyone with even a 
slight interest in the subject. For 
those studying, it will doubtless be 
an invaluable resource.

According to the back flap of the 
cover, Jonathan Hill has a first class 
degree in philosophy and theology 
and an MPhil in theology, both from 
Oxford University. He is currently 
studying for a PhD in philosophy at 
the National University of Singapore. 
His books for Lion include What Has 
Christianity Ever Done For Us? (2005) 
and The History of Christian Thought 
(2003).

Christian History

The Christ Church Library, located on the shelves at the back of the Church Centre, 
has a growing number of new books. Some were purchased new for the library and 
some were donated in “almost-new” condition by kind members of Christ Church. 
Browse the shelves over coffee after church and if something in the library catches 
your attention, feel free to check it out in the notebook provided on the library shelf. 
Christ Church member Anne Llewellyn found the following book in the library and 
has  written a review to alert us to an item of particular interest.

Sara Sandberg, Librarian

Anne Llewellyn
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On Friday 12 June the former 
Archbishop of Cape Town and 

Primate of the Church of the Prov-
ince of Southern Africa (Anglican) 
was awarded an honorary doctorate 
by the University of Vienna at the 
instigation of the Faculty of the Prot-
estant Theology. The ceremony took 
place in the Festsaal of the university 
enabling many students to experi-
ence something of the Archbishop’s 
charisma. 

The ceremony was a rather formal 
affair and the laudatory speech used 
English not heard, I suspect, in many 
a year. The Vice-Chancellor (Rector) 
was referred to as ‘his magnificence’, 
the Archbishop as ‘the esteemed 
honorandus’ and many of the as-
sembly as their ‘respectabilities’ or 
‘excellencies’ bringing a wry smile to 
a few of the native English speakers. 
Once the Archbishop took the po-
dium the Festsaal came alive. Within 
seconds people were laughing, 
hanging on the Archbishop’s every 
word. He peppered his thanksgiving 
speech with anecdotes and jokes. His 
message was that South Africa and 
the overcoming of apartheid in which 
the Archbishop had played a pivotal 
role had been given by God as a sign 
of hope that men and women of good 
will should not lose hope, but trust in 
God whose purposes are good. 

This was an encouraging message 
based in a life that has known much 
conflict. We were told that the Arch-
bishop had received the honorary 

doctorate for his contribu-
tion to public theology and 
that his theological approach had 
had some influence in bringing 
about the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission which the Archbishop 
had chaired. 

To quote from 
the speech, “He 
(the Archbishop) 
has significantly 
contributed to a 
scholarly theol-
ogy by integrating 
the principles of 
South African Ubuntu philosophy 
with theological thinking resulting 
in a publicly relevant theological ori-
entation”. The Archbishop has pro-
vided a useful definition of Ubuntu. 
“A person with 
Ubuntu is open 
and available to 
others, affirming 
of others, does 
not feel threat-
ened that oth-
ers are able and 
good, for he or 
she has a proper 
self-assurance that comes from 
knowing that he or she belongs in 
a greater whole and is diminished 
when others are humiliated or di-
minished, when others are tortured 
or oppressed.’ 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu was 
awarded the Nobel Peace prize in 
1984.

Anglican Honours

PSC    
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In 1983 a group of British Second 
World War veterans returned to 

the Island of Vis off the coast of Split, 
Croatia to mark the service they gave 
in that region and to remember those 
who had fallen in battle. At that time, 
Vis was a base of the Yugoslav army 
and they had to obtain special per-
mission to visit the Island. Indeed 
the permission they were given al-
lowed them to spend only 12 hours 
on the Island. 

Since then, the veterans have re-
turned every year. In 1985 there 
were 125 of them. However, as the 
years have passed, their numbers 
have dwindled and this year the six 
remaining veterans, all of whom are 
now in their mid to late 80s, indi-
cated to staff of the British Embassy 
in Zagreb—who had often helped 
with logistical arrangements—that 
this would probably be their final 
visit. The British Ambassador, David 
Blunt, felt that this occasion should 
be marked and with the agreement of 
the veterans a more formal visit was 

organized. As the visit had always 
included some form of worship, I 
was asked to put together and lead 
a short service of commemoration 
at the British war cemetery on Vis 
and to give a blessing at each of the 
different service memorial sites.

On the morning of 19 May together 
with Fredrik Vahlquist from our 
Church, in his capacity as former 
President of the Memorial Associa-
tion of Swedish Volunteers in Fin-
land 1939-1944, we set out on our 
drive to Vis. Our eight hour journey 
included a spectacular catamaran 
ride from Split. After meeting the 
veterans we joined the British Em-
bassy staff, the Mayor as well as the 
State Secretary from the Croatian 
Ministry of Defence and the Head 
of the Croatian Navy at an informal 
reception.

The morning of 20 May began with 
the service at the cemetery and it 
was a privilege to be a part of this 
gathering. To witness the veterans 
marching into the cemetery, to see 
them honouring their fallen com-
rades in silence and the laying of the 
wreaths and to hear them singing 
‘Now thank we all our God’ with 
such gusto made it a very moving 
occasion.

There then followed short visits to 
the Royal Air Force and Navy com-
memoration sites where one of the 
veterans from that service said a few 
words and a prayer in memory of 

LAST FAREWELL

The veterans with the British Ambassador and the Royal Navy
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John Powell is married to Liz and 
they have three children, Timothy, 
5, and Benjamin and Ruth, both 2. 
Until mid June this year (when they 
moved back to the UK), they lived 
in Zagreb for 20 months where 
they attended the Anglican Church. 
John served as the Chairman of the 
Church Council, and, in the absence 
of a full time Minister or Lay reader, shared responsibility for leading 
worship and preaching. He works for the British National Audit Office 
and has spent the last 10 years working across Central and Eastern 
Europe on EU accession, particularly in the fields of agricultural rural 
development and the audit of EU funds. Before living in Croatia, they 
lived in Budapest and Ankara.

comrades who had not returned. We 
were also joined by representatives 
of the Yugoslav partisans. The morn-
ing included a visit to the memorial 
for those partisans who had died 
keeping the island free from enemy 
occupation. The day ended with the 
unveiling of a seat by the harbour 
paid for by the veterans in memory 
of those who had died.

Croatian television was making a 
documentary of the event and to-
gether with a number of local and 
national TV and radio stations, 
was present throughout the visit. 
It was encouraging and again very 
moving to hear the veterans being 
interviewed and reliving clearly still 
vivid memories of their time on the 
island. A remark made by one of 
the veterans continues to stick in 
my mind: when asked why they 
continued to remember a war that 

took place some 65 years ago, he 
responded, “because we can’t for-
get”. He then added “also, we are 
not here to honour or glorify war, 
but to remind people why we should 
never go to war again”. It is for that 
reason, I believe, we should continue 
to remember the sacrifice that so 
many have made in times of war to 
maintain freedom and give thanks to 
God for them.     

Honouring fallen comrades
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Those of you who were in church 
on the morning of May 31 would 

have heard our curate mention that 
a donation of €500 had been given 
from the Discretionary Fund for an 
urgent need in Sri Lanka. 

The Discretionary Fund is allocated 
by the Church Council to the Vicar 
of Christ Church Vienna so that he 
can give money in cases of urgency, 
emergency or where great discre-
tion is needed, without the need to 
consult the Council, though in this 
case the agreement of the Council 
was obtained because there hap-
pened to be a Council Meeting only 
a couple of days after the request 
was received.

This particular donation was re-
quested by my daughter Nicola 
Hope and her family, as they were 
in Sri Lanka at the time when the 
first of the refugees from the Tamil 
areas were being rescued and sent 
south. Most of the refugees needed 
hospitalization, while others needed 
sheltering as they had no home or 
belongings left. Nicola had recently 
started working voluntarily for the 
Anglican bishop of Kurunegela. 
Neither she nor her husband Joe 
had taken a “gap year” after col-
lege, so they decided that when 
their two boys Jake and Elliot were 
old enough to appreciate the expe-
rience, then they would all go off to 
somewhere very different to their 
lives in the middle of England and do 
something useful. They also hoped 

that there might perhaps be a little 
excitement during their planned six 
month journey. 

A chat with our Rose Samuel about a 
year ago resulted in Rose being able 
to convince her friend, the Bishop of 
Kurunegala, that he could usefully 
employ a qualified school teacher 
and a good project manager in his 
diocesan headquarters and in the 
school, as volunteers.

Nicola and Joe have written a travel 
blog about their experiences (see 
www.mytravelblog.org/joeandnicky 
for the full story). It begins with the 
last few days of preparation, and 
moves on to the arrival, the shock 
of dirty accommodation, the charm 
of a different lifestyle, and then on 
to the sudden influx of refugees from 
the war in the north. They tell of 
the local hospital being completely 
overwhelmed by the number of civil-
ian casualties they were having to 
deal with from the refugee camp at 
Vavuniya, plus the many accompa-
nying family members and orphaned 
children. The refugees/ patients ar-
rived with  just the clothing they are 

Emergency Crutches
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wearing; no money, no toiletries and 
many of them were separated from 
families and desperate to send mes-
sages and receive news of their loved 
ones. The hospital had insufficient 
beds, medicines and staff, plus they 
were having difficulty providing food 
and water to the refugees. Later there 
was a problem with diarrhoea due to 
lack of toilet facilities.

Given all these needs, it was not 
surprising that the local Anglican 
Church came in quickly to help, and 
so Joe and Nicky were pulled in to 
write letters to possible donors both 
international and local. Some of the 
quickest responses were from family 
and their contacts, such as Christ 
Church. We were able to promise 
them cash as soon as practicable, 
and meanwhile they took money 
from their own account to buy ur-
gently needed drugs from the local 
pharmacy—Nicky described herself 
as a “drug runner”, going to the 
pharmacy with orders and cash, and 
returning to the hospital with the 
various medical supplies.

The donation from Christ Church 
was used to buy 60 pairs of alu-

minium crutches for the permanently 
disabled and 35 pairs of wooden 
crutches (at €3 per pair) for the tem-
porarily disabled. These latter will 
stay with the hospital for reuse. 

Somewhat later the international aid 
agencies stepped in to provide food 
and clothing and other essential sup-
plies for displaced people, all over 
Sri Lanka, but our donation brought 
immediate relief where and when it 
was most needed.

The Discretionary Fund is an 
amount of money that the Chap-
lain is at liberty to give away 
without first obtaining approval 
from the Church Council or 
anyone else. The Discretion-
ary Fund is normally topped 
up with about 5 per cent of 
each year’s Sharing budget. It 
is intended for use in situations 
that are too urgent or sensitive 
for consultation or even report-
ing. The Chaplain, who is a 
great believer in accountability, 
makes a point of informing the 
Council or Churchwardens af-
terwards. In the case of the re-
cent Sri Lankan payment, it was 
somewhat unusual to decide in 
Council to spend money from 
the Discretionary Fund. This 
was because normally “planned 
giving” is decided on the basis 
of a considered proposal by the 
Sharing Committee, which has 
not yet met this year.
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08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

Fifth Sunday after Trinity

Sixth Sunday after Trinity
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Seventh Sunday after Trinity

Fourth Sunday after Trinity

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School activity and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School activity and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist  
 Sunday School activity and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School activity and Crèche

July 2009 

Pentecost at Christ Church
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Tenth Sunday after Trinity
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Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

Eighth Sunday after Trinity

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School activity and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School activity and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School activity and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist  
 Sunday School activity and Crèche
12.00 BBQ hosted by the Castelinos

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist
 Sunday School activity and Crèche

August 2009 

Bartholomew the 
Apostle
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This year’s outing on Saturday, 29 August starting at the usual meeting place 
in the 3rd district at 10.00. will take us to Telc and Raabs/Thaya on our own 
private tour of the ‘Niederösterreichische Landesausstellung 2009 (Lower Aus-
tria’s national exhibition).

Telc, the Czech border town, with its magnificent Renaissance town centre and 
its status as a UNESCO World Heritage site, is home to art and culture from both 
countries. This is followed by a visit to Raabs an der Thaya, a town close to the 
border. The price is €30 for the bus and tours in both Telc and Raabs. After the 
tour in Raabs, we will celebrate Evensong with Patrick in the local church. We 
will then enjoy dinner together on our way back to Vienna.

The outings promise to be both interesting and historically emotional, so ensure 
your tickets as soon as possible as there is limited seating on the bus. Also due 
to a very tight time schedule please make sure you bring your packed lunch to 
eat on the bus on our way to Telc.

We are hosting a family BBQ immediately after church on Sunday, 23 August 
at our home in the 22nd district. We will provide the food but would appreciate 
help on the day in setting out garden furniture, grilling, serving and, in particular, 
helping to clear up afterwards! The event will take place whatever the weather. 
Please sign up on the list at the entrance of the church by Sunday 16 August, 
so that we know how many people to cater for.
                  John and Judy Castelino 

As Anglicans at Christ Church, Vienna, we rejoice in our Anglican tradition 
of music and hymns. But we are also a very international congregation, and 
it sometimes makes me sad that this is not always represented in our music.  
Are there other people who would be interested in singing Gospel and African 
music? Could we get together and try doing this? 

As I am neither a singer, nor a musician, I can only try and bring you people 
together and encourage YOU to do this! Please be in touch – Aileen at 0650 
4050 892

Forthcoming Taizé services will be held on:
Friday, 18 September at 18.00; Friday, 16 October at 18.30; and Friday, 20 
November  at 18.30.There will be no Taizé Service in December.TA
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Soundings restarts on Tuesday, 29 September 2009. Our theme this autumn 
is hospitality, building on the diocesan clergy pastoral conference to which all 
licensed clergy of the diocese have been invited. The title of the conference is 
“Entertaining Angels: hospitality as mission”. Please see the May edition of 
Crossways (page 9) for more information on the conference for which we are 
being asked to pray. 

In the letter to the Hebrews we read, “Let love be genuine. Do not neglect to 
show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels 
without knowing it.” (Hebrews 13.1 & 2) It is recognised that hospitality like 
service is a particular charisma of the church and therefore of the individual 
Christian. It is of especial importance to our diocese with over 150 churches 
and numerous congregations and with its comings and goings. Hospitality 
when recognised, understood and practised echoes some words by Jesus: “By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples …” (John 13.35). At our first 
meeting I will share our impressions of the clergy pastoral conference as they 
relate to the theme of hospitality.

The titles of the various sessions are: 1. Untamed Hospitality, 2. Entertaining 
Angels, 3. Building a Place of Hospitality, 4. Dorothy Day’s Radical Hospitality, 
5. Toward a Welcoming Congregation, 6. Boundary and Hospitality. 

All those concerned with welcoming people to our church, including sides-
persons, council members and welcomers will particularly benefit from this 
course of study, fellowship and prayer. Please register for the autumn sessions 
of Soundings with the office so that we can supply you with a study booklet to 
accompany the various sessions. 

Please join me in the church on 29 September at 18.30 for a celebration of the 
Eucharist (The Feast of St Michael and All Angels) to mark the 25th anniversary 
of my ordination to the diaconate. Soundings will start at 19.15 exceptionally 
on that day.          PSC

Christ Church is looking for a flat for a young married couple ideally in the 
third district near the church, from either the beginning of September or begin-
ning of October. Possible other districts are the 2nd and 4th districts. The ideal 
flat would be about 75 square metres, cost about €600 and be situated in an 
Altbau building. The couple ask that it be on the ground or first floor if there is 
no lift. They have a dog. Please contact the Chaplain in August and the Church 
Secretary in July. 
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Professor Andrea Riccardi, founder 
of the Community of Sant’Egidio 

and recipient of this year’s Char-
lemagne Prize, grew up in Rome 
in the sixties and seventies when 
international “student unrest” was 
turning into something more than 
unrest.  In Italy the Red Brigades 
were launched. In Germany demon-
strators’ slogans exhorted, “Macht 
kaputt, was euch kaputtmacht”, and 
“Legal, illegal, scheissegal” (respec-
tively, “Destroy what’s destroying 
you” and a rejection of legal/illegal 
distinctions). While the USA was 
still explaining to the world “Why 
We Are in Vietnam”, young people 
here were chanting, “USA, SA, SS”.  
The times they were a-changin’. The 
Long March was on.

In 1968 Riccardi, still in high school, 
was a young man with big ideas but 
he seemed to be listening to a dif-
ferent drummer. He was for social 
action, yes, but “with the Bible in 
one hand and the newspaper in 
the other”. Riccardi and the friends 
who joined him shared a conviction 
that “if you want to bring about 
real change, you must begin with 
yourself”. 

Thus was born the Community of 
Sant’Egidio, a lay Roman Catholic 
movement that has grown into a 
network of some 50,000 workers in 
over 70 countries. “In Rome alone 
the volunteers care for 10,000 peo-
ple—immigrants, the homeless, drug 
addicts … old people and families. 

Sant’Egidio’s centres provide them 
with a warm supper … language 
instruction, professional legal ad-
vice, medical aid” (Süddeutsche 
Zeitung).

The world took notice of the Com-
munity when in the nineties their 
work in Africa (a focal point of 
which is caring for AIDS victims) 
thrust them into the turmoil of the 
Mozambique civil war. They became 
mediators, organizing peace talks 
at their Community headquarters, 

Andrea Riccardi

George Williams works as a 
freelance translator and editor 
in Bonn, Germany. He has edited 
two collections of sermons by the 
Ven. Patrick Curran, and regularly 
translates the booklet published 
in honour of the current Charle-
magne Prize laureate.
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the old Sant’Egidio monastery in 
Rome’s Trastevere district; and they 
managed to create a basis of trust 
between the Maputo government 
and the Renamo guerrillas. After 
the peace agreement was signed 
in 1992 the Community was some-
times called “the United Nations in 
Trastevere”. Since then, meetings 
under Sant’Egidio’s roof between 
Israeli and Palestinian representa-
tives have become “almost routine” 
(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung), 
likewise talks between the warring 
factions in Lebanon. The Community 
also hosts yearly “Meetings of Prayer 
for Peace” attended by religious and 
political leaders. 

The five pillars on which the Com-
munity is built are prayer, commu-

nicating the Gospel, solidarity with 
the poor, ecumenism and dialogue 
These developed out of Sant’Egidio’s 
initial sources of inspiration: the first 
Christian communities of the Acts of 
the Apostles, and Francis of Assisi.

The Charlemagne Prize, whose re-
cipients include Winston Churchill, 
Konrad Adenauer, George Marshall, 
Helmut Kohl, Václav Havel, Frère 
Roger, Tony Blair, Bill Clinton, Pope 
John Paul II and Angela Merkel, has 
now been added to a long list of 
awards conferred on Riccardi for 
his active commitment to peace 
and his contribution to the inter-
religious and intercultural dialogue. 
(Based on Aachen’s Charlemagne 
Prize brochure and the Community’s 
website.)

A Prayer for Holiday-Makers
Gracious God, give me a heart of playfulness while I am away from the 
regular responsibilities of my life. Give me a spirit of adventure—a spirit 

that is ready to try new things, taste new food, experience new people.  
Give me courage to do the unexpected and untried.  

Give me a desire to delight in what is new and different, knowing that I will 
return fuller for having been bold enough to stretch myself.  

Help me appreciate another rhythm of life that comes when work ends for a 
time. In my movement from activity to quiet, from thinking to being, from 

producing to relaxation, give me the softness of your Spirit that will slow my 
heart and change its beat. I ask this for the sake of your love. 

Amen.
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I am sitting at a wooden, trestle 
table in a smoky, dimly-lit 

Heurige or wine tavern. Really it 
is more of an earth cavern, one 
of a whole series burrowed into 
the bank by the side of this small, 
country lane. Grass grows on the 
roofs. All around us are vineyards. 
These cellars have dates carved 
above their doorways, mostly from 
the eighteenth century. For hundreds 
of years they have upheld the tradi-
tion of the Heurige, makeshift wine 
taverns, originally for sampling the 
producer’s own young wine. Now, 
with typical Austrian efficiency, on 
this remote country lane, there is a 
rota from springtime onwards as to 
which heurigen is open for which 
week.

I am drinking Blaufränkisch, Bur-
genland’s noble, bitter-sweet red 
wine, cherished at home in Aus-
tria, in Germany and increasingly 
worldwide. The autobahns are full 
of German licensed cars that leave 
Austrian vineyards with their rear 
ends scraping the highway due to 
the hundreds of bottles they carry 
home. Here, they are firmly of the 
opinion that Germans export their 
own wine and drink Austrian wine! 
And Burgenland, east of Vienna, 
makes a high proportion of the best 
reds and sweet whites.  When the 
Romans first came to this area they 
imported wine from their homeland 
but so much of it was drunk on the 
way they decided to produce their 
own. So for nearly two thousand 

years now, on the slopes of the roll-
ing Leitha hills that stretch south 
from the Danube, vines have been 
cultivated. The iron-rich soil, gentle 
climate—this part of Burgenland 
seems to receive extra favours from 
the sun—and centuries of wine-
growing tradition have resulted in 
quality and yet affordable wines. 

And so I visit the Heurige and enjoy 
Blaufränkisch at its source in a place 
where nature still defines the rhythm 
of life. And as the summer evening 
progresses, the hard-working locals 
lose their formality under the influ-
ence of wine and their smiles grow 
wider. Tasty meat balls and home-
made hams, spicy pickles, and thick 
slices of black bread are laid in front 
of me with increasing generosity. 
Much later, I climb uncertainly out 
from the smoky cellar, the evening 
sky streaked scarlet and rows of 
vines rolling out into the distance. 
At dusk I see the red, blinking lights 
of the windmills dotted for miles 
around, warning low flying aircraft. 
The frogs are croaking biliously, 
furiously. It is, after all, their mating 
season. 

I am on the edge of Pannonia. The 
land sprawls in front of me as flat as 
a billboard. This really is the tip of 
western Europe. From here I  imagine 
tipsily, I can trace the silver ribbon 
of the Danube winding through the 
Hungarian plains as far as Buda-
pest, as far as Belgrade!  Later still, 
giddy from the wine, I spin through by
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country villages. Here is Edelstal, 
where Adam Liszt, the father of 
composer Franz Liszt lived. That was 
before the Hungarian borders shifted 
eastwards, otherwise Austria might 
have claimed yet another wonderful 
composer for its own. 

Since time immemorial, water, rich 
in minerals, has gushed generously 
from a spring just outside the village. 
The Romans recognised the quality 
of this water which they transported 
through a surprisingly modern sys-
tem of pipes over the hills to the 
Pannonian capital of Carnuntum—
and incidentally gave the water its 
name, Römerquelle, Spring of the 
Romans. Römerquelle has been bot-
tled since the 1890’s. It is Austria’s 
best-known mineral water, not least 
because of a long-running slogan 
and advertising campaign: “belebt 
die Sinne”. Translated, this means 
“indulge your wilder instincts” 
as depicted by television adverts 
sporting an impossibly glamorous 
woman in evening dress seductively 
revealing her exquisitely sheathed, 
silk-stockinged legs to a James Bond 
look-alike. It is deemed necessary to 
spice up what is, after all, the purest 
drink nature has to offer. 

It is one of my simple pleasures to 
stop at this distant country lane 
and sample the young wine on my 
return from antique-hunting trips in 
Potzneusiedl. Schloss Potzneusiedl 
is a ramshackle affair of three wings 
built on the remains of a Roman villa. 

The building has been turned into a 
huge antique store and a museum 
of icons. It has something of the 
Mitteleuropa chaos: Biedermeier 
furniture, memorabilia from the 
days of Franz Josef, old maps of the 
Austro-Hungarian empire, remnants 
of the Viennese nineteenth century 
bourgeoisie and an alarming number 
of books with titles such as I knew 
Hitler as a Young Man, a mixture of 
bric a brac, Chinese replicas and 
priceless antiques, all jumbled up. 
Room after room are crammed full 
to bursting. The owner, an eccentric 
in his sixties, bumbles up to me. I 
tentatively ask him the price of some 
shoddy, Biedermeier replica. “Take it, 
take it,’’ he cries enthusiastically. “It 
costs a thousand Euros, but for you, 
I give it away for three hundred.’’ The 
piece is barely worth half that, but 
on occasion I have gone home with 
such superlative antiques acquired 
at such laughable prices, it is the lot-
tery that keeps me coming back.
 
It is also the chance to sit again in 
my chosen Heurige and experience, 
fleetingly, happiness steal into my 
life.

Schloss Potzneusiedl
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In and around Christ Church

Christ  Church has hosted some 
wonderful choirs over the years, 

and the latest of these—Wheaton 
College who performed in Christ 
Church on 26 May—more than 
kept up the tradition. A liberal arts 
Christian college from the State 
of Illinois in the United States, the 
choir of Wheaton College included a 
number of aspiring professional mu-
sicians as well as a talented group 
of students from other faculties. 

Before the concert, Christ Church 
congregation members prepared a 
buffet supper that provided us an 
opportunity to get to know students 
and staff. The programme featured 
a brass quartet and mixed choir, in-
cluding several soloists, performing 
a refreshing medley of sacred and 
secular music. The high standard 
of performance was matched by the 
enthusiasm and joy of this talented 
group of young Christians. 
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g On 9 June in the evening, the 
Revd. Aileen Hackl organized 

a reading of the entire Gospel of St. 
Mark in one go. What sounded to 
some like a prohibitively long ses-
sion lasted less than two hours. Four 
readers—the Revd. Patrick Curran, 
the Revd. Aileen Hackl, John Castel-
ino and Christine Kohlmann—took 
turns reading through the gospel 
so that listeners had a rare but 

welcome opportunity to hear the 
words of the Apostle as they were 
originally intended: aloud and in a 
single session. At the time the Gospel 
was written (and for many centuries 
subsequently), few people could read 
and consequently could not simple 
pick up a Bible and focus on a few 
select verses. The only opportunity 
they had to get to know the Bible was 
by listening to readings.
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After evensong on Sunday, 7 June, 
some 25 members of Christ 

Church, accompanied by interested 
friends, met at the Church Centre to 
hear Ian Cliff, British Ambassador 
to the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) speak 
on the work of this body. OSCE grew 
out of the Conference for Security in 
Europe which met in 1975 in Hel-
sinki. Representatives from NATO 
and the then Warsaw pact countries, 
together with “European Neutrals” 
such as Austria established “three 
baskets of security” of military, eco-
nomic and human dimension. Later 
under President Gorbochev’s Per-
estroika, the human element became 
particularly apparent and religious 
communities, for example, benefited. 
It is due to the efforts of the OSCE 

that the mutual inspection of arma-
ments and process of disarmament 
has been made possible. One of the 
challenges ahead is to re-establish 
trust between Russia and the Euro-
pean NATO members.

After a time for questions, Patrick 
ended the evening with words of 
thanks to Ambassador Cliff and with 
the Collect for Peace.

A very happy group of children 
and parents met in the Prater 

for the annual Sunday School picnic 
after the Family Eucharist on 7 June. 
The first families on site secured 
two picnic tables which were soon 
covered with a great array of salads, 
fruit, cakes and cookies. Moms and 

Dads chatted at the tables while the 
children sat on blankets or roamed 
around the playground or played 
in the grass. Many thanks to Julie 
who acted as organiser, Joshue who 
did a sterling job of supervising the 
children and Philip who organized 
the game of frisbee!
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Dates for your Diary

DATE TIME   EVENT
August 23 (Sun) 12:00 Barbecue at the home of John and Judy Castelino  
  after church
August 26 (Wed) 18:00 Church Council meeting
August 29 (Sat) 10:00 Parish Outing to Telc and Raabs/Thaya
August 30 (Sun) 10:00 Matins followed by Said Eucharist
Sept. 2 (Wed) 19:00 Prayer Ministry
Sept. 5 (Sat)  Walk on the Rax
Sept. 6 (Sun) 18:00 Choral Evensong
Sept. 9 (Wed) 18:30 Reading Group: ‘Blindness’ by José Saramago
Sept. 12 (Sat) 16:00 Nigerian Fest 
Sept. 16 (Wed) 19:00 Ministry Committee
Sept. 18 (Fri) 18:30 Taizé Service
Sept. 19 (Sat)  Youth and Family Day Retreat
Sept. 26 (Sat) 10:00 Council Quiet Day led by Pam de Wit
Sept. 27 (Sun) 10:00 Back to Church Sunday
 18:00 Animal Blessing Service
Sept. 29 (Tues) 19:00 Soundings restarts
Oct. 4 (Sun) 10:00 Harvest Thanksgiving and First Communion
Oct. 8-11  Archdeaconry Synod, Izmir
Oct. 16 (Fri) 18:30 Taizé Service
Oct. 16 (Fri) 19:00 Bring and share (tbc)
Oct. 18 (Sun) 08:00 St. Luke’s Day with anointing
 10:00
Nov. 4/5   Carsten Peter Thiede Symposium
Nov. 8 (Sun) 10:50 Remembrance Sunday
Nov. 11 (Wed)  10:50 Remembrance Day Klagenfurt
Nov. 18 (Wed) 19:00 Diary Day
Nov. 20 (Fri) 18:30 Taizé Service
Nov. 21 (Sat) 10:00 Bazaar
Nov. 29 (Sun) 18:00 Advent Carol Service
Dec. 6 (Sun) 16:00 Annual sing-along in aid of a charity
Dec. 13 (Sun) 10:00 Sunday school nativity
 18:00 Nine Lessons and Carols
Dec. 17 (Thurs) 18:00 Klagenfurt Christmas Eucharist
Dec. 19 (Sat.) 16:00 Christingle service
March 17 (Wed) 19:00 Annual Church Meeting
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Personal Ads

KlavierKlasse – PianoStudio
Wouldn’t you like to learn the piano if 
it were exciting, intelligent, refreshing 
and supporting? From absolute 
beginners to the concert podium, for 
children, adults, advanced learners and 
beginners of any age, for you. Contact: 
Lourenço Finatti, 0676/3323422 or 
finatti@utanet.at.

Computer Doctor Vienna 
Gary fixes and installs your computers. 
Instructs in use of software. Fast and 
reliable, at affordable prices. Tel:  
0650/689 5757 www.computerdoctor 
vienna.com.

Summer Camps 
Shop volunteer Joanna Reutter 
hosts summer camps and courses 
a t  he r  coun t ry  home  in  the 
Styrian hills near Graz. All camps 
and seminars are held in English.  
Adult Seminars:
Fasting Week  25 June-4 July
Children’s Summer Camps:
Cook and Dance: 5-11 July
Adventure Camp 5-11 July
Golf I: 12-18 July
Golf II: 19-25 July
for more information please go to 
www.hollererhof.com or contact 
Joanna Reutter on 0664-5432869 or    
jo_reu@hotmail.com

Cat sitter available 
Are you going away temporarily? 
There’s no need to send your feline 
companion to a cattery. Cat-sitter 
available from May until late June and 
thereafter from August onwards. Visit 
daily or live in. By arrangement. Ring 
Laura Fairburn 01/310 1766.

Garden table/bench for sale
Ornamental stone (concrete) garden 
table,130 x 70cms, and bench 130 x 
30 cms, for sale at €400. Tel. Gruber 
at 01/370 3238.
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Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




