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For information on services in Klagenfurt, Ljubljana and Zagreb, please contact:
Klagenfurt: Ms. Helen Taupe 04223 3028
Ljubljana: Ms. Barbara Ryder (Reader) 00386 4572 3015
Zagreb: Ms. Janet Berkovic 00385 98193 1774

The opinions expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors and should 
not necessarily be considered as carrying the 
endorsement of Christ Church, its officers or 
the Editor.

The Family Service on 22 March (Mothering 
Sunday) was obviously a fun-filled occasion for 
these little girls and an enjoyable change for the 
rest of the congregation. Family services are held 
four times a year at Christ Church. 
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The deadline for submissions for 
the June issue of CROSSWAYS  is 
15 May. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication 
to: office@christchurchvienna.org 
AND crossways@aon.at, or phone 
the Editor on 01-285 1802.

When I started playing bridge, many years ago, a col-
league told me that bridge was not simply a game, but 
the key that opened doors to social contacts the world 
over. Whenever he landed in a new city on duty travel, 
the first thing he did upon arrival at his hotel was to 
look in the telephone directory for the nearest bridge 
club. Language was never a barrier, and he instantly 
became—for one evening at least—part of a fraternity 
of like-minded individuals. I must say that despite my 
enjoyment of the game, I never followed my colleague’s 
example. I did, however, find an even better way to lose 
the mantle of a stranger: I would look up and visit a 
local Anglican church. I have attended services at dif-
ferent churches on all continents and made fleeting, but 
nonetheless meaningful, acquaintances.

Last week, on the steps of the Christ Church Centre, I 
made one such acquaintance. Doug, from Scarborough 
in the north of England, has been coming to Vienna on 
holiday for over 20 years, first with his wife and now on 
his own. He only came across Christ Church some two 
years ago, but has made a point of attending a service 
on each of his stays since then. He loves Vienna and 
arranges a full programme of opera, operetta, museum 
visits and exploring new corners of Vienna that he 
has yet discovered. He had been treated to a glorious 
week of weather, despite the dismal forecast, and I was 
particularly happy that his attendance at our Sunday 
service on 17 April coincided with the participation of 
the brass quintet Brassissimo, who lent an extra note 
of jubilation to our traditionally joyful service. It made 
me, as an individual member of the community, very 
proud that an outsider looked forward to visiting us time 
and time again. I can now safely put aside the earlier 
hesitations that I voiced some time ago on these pages 
about the occasional lukewarm welcome of newcom-
ers. We are never “strangers” when we attend church, 
whether here at Christ Church, in our home towns, 
visiting friends and family or in a hitherto unknown 
city. We may be first-timers when we walk into a new 
church, but as Christ taught us, we are all part of one 
family and our “home church” is anywhere we can 
worship him.           Judy
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

What I have I give 
you:
The reading from the 
Book of Acts (3.1-10) 
set for the celebration 
of Holy Communion on 
Easter Wednesday was 
that of Peter healing a 
crippled beggar who 

was known throughout Jerusalem. 
This beggar would ‘always sit and 
ask for alms at the Beautiful Gate 
of the Temple.’ I am not going to 
concentrate on the topic of physi-
cal healing or even how Christians 
should deal fairly with beggars—an 
increasing phenomenon in Vienna 
and especially at the Russian Or-
thodox Church on Sundays—but on 
the question posed in the carol In the 
Bleak Midwinter: What can I give him 
poor as I am?

The sentence from the Acts reading 
that spoke to me was when Peter 
says, ‘I have no silver or gold, but 
what I have I give you; in the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand 
up and walk.’ This sentence seemed 
to encapsulate a message that I too 
have sought to emphasise. This 
short sentence can be broken down 
into four segments. It begins with 
Peter saying that he is not a rich 
man. The money he could give this 
beggar will make no real difference 
to the man’s situation. Peter is not 
a man rich with silver and gold, but 
that does not mean he has nothing 
to give. We must take note of this! 
Peter recognises importantly that 

indeed he has something to give. And 
it is the second bit of the sentence 
that spoke to me, ‘What I have I give 
you.’ It is a fundamental Christian 
belief that everyone has something 
to give. Recognising what we have 
to give and then giving it is the im-
portant thing. I know many people 
who sense little self-worth, although 
others will recognise more readily 
both their worth and what they have 
to give. In one of the Eucharistic 
Prayers we give thanks saying, “Fa-
ther God, we thank you for counting 
us worthy to stand in your presence 
and serve you.” (CW page 190) The 
God whom we worship is a God who 
always raises up. It belongs to the 
essence of his self-giving nature to 
raise the fallen.
 
‘What I have I give you!’ is a sentence 
marked by generosity. What does 
Peter have to give? He has a name to 
pronounce. The name is that of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth. Jesus means, God 
saves. The title Christ in this context 
means that Peter recognises the risen 
Christ early on as the Messiah and 
this recognition connects with his 
confession of Jesus as the Messiah 
at Caesarea Philippi (Mark 8.22-32). 
Peter’s post-Easter day confession 
of faith upholds the incarnation or 
in the more provocative phrase ‘the 
scandal of particularity.’ Why should 
God bind himself to one place, one 
time and one people particularly? 
This name, Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
gives Peter the authority to say to 
the man, stand up and walk. The 
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author of the Book of Acts then 
writes, ‘And he [Peter] took him by 
the right hand and raised him up; 
and immediately his feet and ankles 
were made strong.’ This raising up is 
a fulfilment of words of the prophet 
Isaiah, ‘Strengthen the weak hands, 
and make firm the feeble knees.’ 
(35.3)

This picture of Peter recognising 
that he has something to give and 
his readiness and willingness to give 
it is a picture of both the Christian 
and the Church. It is a picture that 
should characterize each one: rec-
ognition that leads to giving. The 
Church is given to make firm weak 
ankles and restore crippled feet so 
that people may walk again. For 
me this is always first and foremost 
a spiritual healing, a raising of a 
person’s ‘inner being’ (a breathing 
in of Easter) that they may stand 
upright in the presence of God and 
their neighbour. It does not preclude 
physical healing. I never shut the 
door on the possibility.

On the first Sunday of May in the 
evening we will be holding a Service 
of Wholeness and Healing in the 
church with the laying on of hands 
and with anointing. At the service 
we will pray for all who work in the 
healing professions such as doc-
tors and nurses. The choir will be 
present and some of the music was 
written by the Choir Director for this 
new service according to Common 
Worship.

Healing comes in many guises. It 
comes when people give generously 
to an organization that helps people 
to enjoy a fuller quality of life. On As-
cension Day the Sunday school has 
organised a sponsored walk to raise 
monies for this year’s Sunday school 
charity, A Heart for Children, which 
pays for operations on children born 
with clubfoot in Ghana (see p.23). 
Healing comes when people dedicate 
themselves to working within the 
medical professions for the good of 
their patients. Healing comes when 
structures are changed so that more 
can benefit from the good things God 
wants us to enjoy. Healing comes 
through joining in community with 
others in being ready to give what we 
have, whatever that may be.

Nicolas Poussin (1594-1665)
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Were you there?

Surprising as it may seem to those 
who were not present, the Good 

Friday Ecumenical Service, held at 
Christ Church on 10 April, gave a 
new slant to the story of the Cru-
cifixion. The service was attended 
by a large congregation, most of 
whom were not members of the 
Christ Church community. Visitors 
from the English-speaking Roman 
Catholic Church (now worshiping in 
Mexikoplatz), the Vienna Communi-
ty Church and the Vienna Methodist 
Church joined Anglicans for a truly 
memorable celebration. 

In truth, it was more of a pageant 
than a service. Five speakers, includ-
ing the ministers of Christ Church, 
the Methodist Church and the Vien-
na Community Church, took on the 
guise of a different biblical figure and 
told us about their own experience 
of the crucifixion (“I remember the 
day ...”). The result was informative, 

thought-provoking and for me, at 
least, profoundly moving. Although 
each speaker spoke from the famil-
iar pulpit of Christ Church, we were 
transported to the Hill of Golgatha 
and we lived through the events of 
what we now call Good Friday. We 
sang the gospel hymn: 
Were you there when they crucified 
my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified 
my Lord?
Ooh! Sometimes, it causes me to trem-
ble, tremble, tremble
Were you there when they crucified 
my Lord? 

Pontius Pilate wasn’t. He had no 
wish to witness the death of a man 
of whose guilt he was far from con-
vinced. He thought of himself as 
a good man, an obedient interna-
tional civil servant whose aim was 
to please his Roman paymasters 
while keeping his hands clean. As 
an educated man from a privileged 
background, he was nonetheless tol-
erant of the locals and their customs 
and it didn’t matter very much to him 
how or whom they worshipped. The 
prisoner they brought before him did 
not seem to have committed a crime 
of significance and as an essentially 
just, albeit weak man, Pontius Pilate 
(aka Jerry Barton from the English 
Methodist Church) was prepared to 

Easter at Christ Church is always a very special occasion with a palette of serv-
ices running from the reenactment of Christ’s washing the disciples’ feet on the 
evening of Maundy Thursday, the Good Friday Liturgy, the lighting of the Easter 
Fire and Vigil on Easter Saturday through to Easter Sunday with the Blessing of 
the Easter Garden. A special treat this year was the Ecumenical Service held on 
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release him without charge. He did 
not reckon on the outraged reaction 
of the crowd that threatened to dis-
turb the very peace that it was his job 
to maintain. What should he do? Fol-
low his better judgement and release 
an innocent man, or avoid a nasty 
and potentially dangerous situation? 
We all know his decision.

Judas (Laura Trent from the English-
speaking Methodist Church) was not 
there either. In fact, he was nowhere, 
having taken his life at some stage 
before the crucifixion. He would not 
have felt comfortable in the role of 
traitor. It was quite easy for him to 
justify his actions as a reflection of 
his impatience, his desire to see Jesus 
Christ prove himself to believers and 
unbelievers alike that he was the 
son of God. In a way, he wanted us 
to believe that he had done a great 
thing, that he was the catalyst that 
set Christianity in motion. After all, 
he could not have been a bad man. 
Jesus had chosen him as one of his 
disciples. Jesus loved him. But was 
he deluding himself? Were his mo-
tives after all simply a desire to make 
a fast buck?

Thomas (aka Patrick Curran) did not 
attend the Crucifixion personally; 
he heard an eye-witness account 
from the women who were closest 
to Christ in his final hour. If he was 
peeved not to be included in the inner 
circle of Christ’s disciples, he man-
aged to hide it most of the time, at 
least. He was the only disciple (so we 

were informed) who thought it would 
be a splendid idea if all the disciples 
were to die with Christ, to share 
with him the final sacrifice Thomas, 
who was called the Twin, said to his 
fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that 
we may die with him.(John 11.16). 
Fortunately for Christians down the 
centuries, he was persuaded that it 
would be more useful to stay on this 
earth and preach Christ’s words. He 
did remind us, though, that even if 
the Crucifixion had not taken place, 
Christ had left an important message 
the day before his Crucifixion. At the 
Last Supper on what we celebrate 
as Maundy Thursday, Christ broke 
the bread ... and initiated the most 
important of sacraments.

Mary Magdelene (Angela Simek, Ro-
man Catholic Community) was one 
of those standing near Christ as he 
hung on the cross. Her eye-witness 
report was passionate yet faltering, 
doubtless due to the lump in her 
throat. She had been overcome by 
emotion when she saw her Lord and 

Joseph of Arimathea, aka Revd. Randy Mundt

Ecumenical Service at Christ Church
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Master, her “Rabbuni”, in agony. She 
had to be there with him, sharing his 
suffering. A simple woman, lacking 
the education and social standing 
of either Pontius Pilate or Joseph of 
Arimathea, she struggled to find the 
words to describe how she felt. She 
loved Christ and was not prepared 
to desert him in his final hours. One 
of the things that moved her most, 
was the fact that Christ’s hands were 
nailed to the cross. Those beloved 
hands that had blessed and healed 
were now immobilised. It was as if 
Christ’s persecutors were trying to  
prevent him from speaking. Seeing 
Christ die upon the cross should 
have brought a sense of closure, but 
Mary Magdalene’s last words to us 
were indeed prophetic: “Somehow 
I don’t think we’ve heard the last 
of him”.

Joseph of Arimathea (Revd. Randy 
Mundt of the Vienna Community 
Church) grew up in a wealthy but 
devout Jewish family under Roman 
occupation. He was privileged to 
be able to study and through his 
father’s connection, became a sena-
tor. Notwithstanding, he appears to 
have been missing something in his 
life, and together with his friend Ni-
codemus became an admirer of Jesus 
Christ. The two friends wondered at 
the miracles, Christ’s teaching and 
his parables. He really knew how 
to speak to people’s hearts as well 
as their heads. Joseph’s job and 
reputation prevented him support-
ing Christ publicly and in fact he 

had only met Christ once, and in 
secret. His admiration of Christ did, 
nevertheless, arouse the suspicion 
of his colleagues, and both he and 
Nicodemus were excluded from the 
so-called trial. They could do noth-
ing to prevent Christ being handed 
over to Pontius Pilate. Joseph shared 
with us his mortification at the sight 
of a whipped and beaten Christ, 
stumbling with the cross on the way 
to Golgatha. It was a bright, sunny 
day, but Joseph was unsettled by 
the fact that it felt dark and dirty. 
He was standing with Nicodemus 
at the back of the crowd and could 
not hear Christ’s final words. But 
once Christ’s death was confirmed, 
Joseph asked Pilate for his body, to 
place it in his family’s grave. Several 
of them had to roll the stone back in 
place and a watchman was ordered 
to guard the tomb.

Our Order of Service sheets asked us 
to leave the Church in silence, but 
we didn’t need any reminder. We 
walked out into the bright sunshine 
of Vienna in April, but our hearts re-
mained in another time and another 
land where the story began ...  

Angela Simek organizes annual re-
treats for English-speaking Christians 
of all denominations, based on the 
teachings of Ignatius. For more in-
formation see: www.kardinal-koenig-
haus.at or call Angela on 804 75 
93-649. Brochures are available in 
the Church Centre.
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Entertaining Angels: Hospitality as 
a Mission—this is the theme of 

the upcoming pastoral conference, 
the second in the 30 year history of 
the Diocese in Europe. 

All the diocesan clergy, from Madeira 
to Moscow, Tangier to Trondheim, 
will meet in September this year 
at the Cardinal Schulte House near 
Cologne for worship, bible study, 
teaching and continuing education 
workshops, to equip them further for 
their work of ministry and mission 
in Europe. Their work will be sup-
ported by two keynote speakers: Fr. 
Timothy Radcliffe OP and Professor 
Brian Thorne. Fr. Radcliffe is the 
former Master of the Dominicans, 
a widely-read author on pastoral 
Christianity with a prophetic edge, 
whose latest book entitled Why Go 
to Church? was the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s Lent Book for 2009. It 
follows his best-seller, What Is the 
Point of Being a Christian?. 

Professor Thorne is Emeritus Pro-
fessor of Counselling at the Uni-
versity of East Anglia, founder of 
the Norwich Centre for Counselling 
Studies, and an expert in mediation 
and person-centred counselling. 
His books include Behold the Man: A 
Therapist’s Meditations on the Passion 
of Jesus Christ and most recently, 
Infinitely Beloved. 

Bible studies will be led by Dr. Musa 
Dube, Professor of Theology and 
Religious Studies at the University 

of Botswana and a New Testament 
scholar. Dr. Dube is a highly sought 
international speaker in academic 
and ecumenical circles and will bring 
fresh and challenging readings of 
the Scriptures from outside the tra-
ditional European context. At least 
10 workshops will be offered cover-
ing a wide range of topics: liturgy, 
reconciliation, welcoming different 
cultures, godly play, expatriate min-
istry, ecumenical ministry, interfaith 
dialogue, leading Bible study in a 
multicultural context, ministry with 
the marginalized and environmental 
and ecology concerns in ministry.

Your Church’s annual contribution 
for Continuing Ministerial Education 
is already supporting your clergy in 
attending this conference. We now 
ask your prayers for the work of 
planning the conference and your 
support for the diocesan clergy as 
they prepare to attend.

Entertaining Angels

The meeting of Archdeacons in Europe was held at the beginning 
of March in Nice, France. Pictured are the Anglican Archdeacons 
together with Bishop of Nice and his staff.
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One of the downsides of living—and for many of us working—in an international 
community is the frequency with which we lose friends, colleagues and fellow 
members of the congregation. Not, happily to say in most cases, in a permanent 
sense, but in their physical proximity. After a term of office in Vienna, many are 
called to return to their home countries or another duty station. We can console 
ourselves with the knowledge that real friends remain friends for life, whether we are 
living in Vienna and they in Ulan Bator. In May, Christ Church will say goodbye to 
three families who have played an active role in our community during their stay 
in Austria. On the following three pages, each will make their farewells:

1. The Hadfields
Now the time has come for us to 
leave you, and were I a “mystery 
person”, the bio would come first, 
so here is a brief version. I am a 
Londoner originally, also lived in the 
country, in Gloucestershire; I studied 
engineering in Newcastle upon Tyne; 
got into the petrochemical industry 
and worked for Foster Wheeler Corp, 
a big Anglo-American firm, and they 
sent me to an oil refinery in New 
Brunswick, Canada. Later when the 
construction of Point Lepreau nuclear 
power station began, I specialized 
in work-planning, and got in at the 
very beginning, so I could follow the 
design and construction of the atomic 
plant and see it being built step by 
step, which was totally fascinating. It 
started up in 1982 and I managed 
to stay there for over 20 years, 
though doing many different 
jobs in that time.

Then I went to work for the reactor 
designers, AECL Atomic 
Energy of Canada Ltd, 
in Toronto for a couple 
of years; and then 
for the government 

regulatory agency in Ottawa, 
still in forward-planning and 
work-scheduling. And finally, in 
February 2004 I got the chance 
to come to Vienna, working for 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA). Here I work for 
the Director of Planning, and 
organize a committee that looks at 
many countries around the world: 
their industrial development, their 
politics, friendliness or otherwise 
with their neighbours, level of  
nuclear development both civil 
and military, what help they are 
getting from us  to develop peaceful 

nuclear-power 
  programmes, 

and so on. 
T h e  m o s t 

interesting 
a n d 

Farewell, farewell, farewell
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challenging job you could possibly 
imagine! Plus I started learning 
German the very day I arrived – our 
department secretary fed me into 
the language classes, and it was 
weeks before I found out that they 
are entirely voluntary. By then I was 
hooked and I have continued to study 
German the whole time I have been 
here.

I had connected with Christ Church 
before I ever came to Vienna, while 
considering where in the city to live. 
I arrived in the very same month 
that Christoph took over, so I have 
been very fortunate in being able 
to sing with him and Emanuel the 
whole 5 years I have been here. He 
also encouraged me to join the Klos-
terneuburg Stadtchor, and that was 
enormous fun too. Christ Church has 
been for me, as for so many others, a 
centre of contact and worship as well 
as music. Patrick talked about living 
the ebb and flow of the liturgical 
year, and about a communal Chris-
tian faith; he said that for religion 
to be an aspect of our reality it has 
to be a public matter, and we have 
to live it intentionally. For me this is 
exactly right: I like being involved 
with the church and its activities; I 
love singing here, not only the big 
services but the regular Thursday 
after Thursday choir practice and 
the Sunday after Sunday turning up 
at 9 o’clock, whatever one has been 
drinking the night before! Our choir 
standard is high, and Christoph is 
pushing it higher; he makes every 

choir-practice a voice lesson: if you 
miss one, you have missed something 
valuable.

Now it’s time to go: Christ Church 
will continue to be a home away 
from home for people from far and 
wide, but I am sorry to miss Nikki 
and Ted’s 10th Barn Dance: Lindsey 
and I enjoyed running the bar! I am 
retiring on 30 April: I have had two 
extensions to my contract, and a 
Merit Award, and I have had the most 
exciting, fulfilling, memorable and 
wonderful five years anybody could 
have had. My last Sunday at Christ 
Church will be 3 May. I have no doubt 
new doors will open in my life, so 
far they always have. First back to 
Canada, but with two daughters and 
their families in the UK it is probable 
that Ann and I will be over again, and 
who knows, Vienna is only two hours 
from London. Our e-mail address is 
hadfield@nbnet.nb.ca and we will 
always be happy to hear from friends 
at CC. God bless.         Alec

2. The Jannottas
We visited Christ Church for the first 
time shortly after our arrival in Vi-
enna in August 2005.We were struck 
then, as we still are today, by the 
diversity of the congregation and how 
this little gem of a church community 
brings people of so many different 
backgrounds together as one. And, 
it quickly became our home. Since 
Nick and Dave were 14 years old at 
the time, they began to prepare for 
confirmation and Bob and Shelley 
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decided to reaffirm their faith so we 
all became confirmed Anglicans at 
the same time. In the process, we met 
the Dickinson family—Nick, Dave, 
Rohan and Elliot would become 
regular members of the Youth group 
crowd that first year.

Looking back, the time has passed 
quickly, probably because the life 
of the parish is so busy and there 
is always something going on. 
Sundays have been filled with serving, 
acolyting, Sunday School and Family 
Choir, and of course, fellowship 
at the Centre. In addition, we’ve 
experienced many “firsts” for us, the 
memories of which we’ll hold dear: 
“Tombola” at the Christmas bazaar; 
the Barn Dance at Niki and Ted’s; 
hiking with Patrick Knox-Peebles; the 
Nigerian Fest; the Easter Saturday 
vigil service; making Simnel cake with 
Anne; Gluhwein on Christmas Eve. 
We’ve been “camels” in Alexandra’s 
Christmas pageant and sidespersons 
on the busiest of Sundays. 

As we prepare to leave, we’ll miss the 
many friends we’ve made in Church, 
on the Council, in the Sunday School 
and in the Youth Group. We enjoyed 
the brief friendship of Sally and 
Andrew Wells, only to have to say 
goodbye too soon. And, we had only 
just started to get to know Chukuma 
and Manuela Agu and their family 
before they too moved on. Most 
recently, Vicky Curran said goodbye 
too. 

And now it is our turn. We’ll be 
heading back to the US in August, 
to our home in Bethesda, Maryland.  
Nick and Dave will be attending their 
first year of university (final decisions 
on where are being made as this 
is written). Both are interested in 
pursuing degrees in engineering. Katie 
will be starting high school and hopes 
to be confirmed at Washington’s 
National Cathedral. Bob and Shelley 
will have the dubious pleasure of 
rejoining the ranks o f  t h e 
W a s h i n g t o n 
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bureaucracy, but will be looking 
ahead all the while to planning 
the next overseas assignment. We 
wish Christ Church and everyone 
connected to it, every blessing. We 
look forward to the opportunity to 
return in the future for a brief visit or 
on a more permanent basis. Please 
remain in touch with us by email, 
gypsyfive@hotmailcom.
     Bob, Shelley, Nick, Dave and Katie 

3. The Shantzes
Steve was born in Toronto, Canada 
but when he was two years old, his 
parents began their life journey of 
missionary service in Costa Rica, 
Ecuador and then Peru. This set 
the world-view of Steve, who, after 
knowing me for a few months and 
seeing that things could “get seri-
ous”, thought he better let me know 
that he also planned to dedicate his 
life to service (in electronic technol-
ogy) with a Christian organization. I 
was not put off by this plan and in 
fact, had the same idea. 

I had been raised in a small town in 
Southern Ontario, Canada and after 
starting film school, left early to 
spend time with Steve in Kitchener, 
Ontario where we married in 1976.
Steve first took a job in industry but 
after a few years, we wanted to fulfil 
our dream of making a difference in 
the world, rather than making a dif-
ference to a company’s income! We 
applied for work with Trans World 
Radio—the organization for which 
we still work today (www.twr.org). 

TWR focuses on bringing the mes-
sage of the Bible to countries that 
are generally closed to religious 
freedoms.

Steve began working for TWR in 1982 
in the South of France. Meanwhile, I 
looked after our two small children. 
In 1994, TWR offered Steve a job in 
Public Relations in Western Canada. 
I worked for a public Art Gallery and 
was “bitten” by the interesting mix of 
business and charitable fund-raising 
in the NGO world. When the children 
were both in college, we moved to 
TWR’s global headquarters in Cary, 
North Carolina where I began a 
degree in Business and Economics. 
In 2003, I joined an interesting new 
effort to train Eastern Europeans in 
fund development. All my grandpar-
ents had been born in the Ukraine, so 
I felt I was helping my Eastern Europe 
roots to grow out of the shadow of 
Communism. For the past six years, 
I have visited nearly every European 
country while Steve has been working 
on TWR’s global computer networks. 
Last November our lives took another 
twist when Steve was appointed 
Chief Information Officer for TWR In-
ternational. Our s o n 
Aaron is married t o 
Shelley 
and 
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Footnote: On Tuesday, 21 April Steve Shantz 
gave a fascinating talk in the Church Centre on 
growing up as the son of missionary parents. 
His parents were born into traditional Men-
nonite families whose ancestors had emigrated 
to Canada to escape persecution in Swizerland 
in the 1700s, but Steve’s father, in a departure 
from a farming tradition, followed God’s call-

ing and went to Latin America to serve as a missionary. Steve’s early youth 
was spent running wild in Ecuador and then Peru, learning the language 
and customs of the local children including getting sick on beetle soup and 
discovering a Mayan graveyard. He often accompanied his father into the 
backwaters of the city and beyond into the jungle, where his father taught 
bible studies to children, his mother preparing some of the graphic materi-
als used in the Sunday-school type teaching. In 1970 the family returned to 
Canada and after a few twists and turns, Steve found himself following his 
father’s footsteps into a life of service, albeit it in a different field. 

living in Edmonton Alberta, Canada. 
Our daughter Jasmine, and her 
husband Terence joined the Christ 
Church Retreat when they were 
visiting last year. Jasmine was re-
cently ordained a priest and serves 
at St. Paul’s Anglican Church in New 
Brunswick, Canada. We would ap-
preciate a prayer for our children and 
look forward to living closer to them 
and our parents.

I’ve had the privilege of visiting 
the Anglican parishes in Belgrade, 
Bucharest and Kyiv while in those 
cities on business. I’m sure that they 
and the others could use encour-
agement from such a well-operated 
and healthy congregation as ours 
at Christ Church. Just as we do in 
Vienna, they also have many oppor-
tunities that they could engage in if 

they had the resources and experi-
ences that we take for granted. And, 
our congregation in Vienna could 
benefit greatly by brushing with these 
important lighthouses to the faith in 
outlying areas. 

We well remember our first Sunday 
at Christ Church; Niki ran down the 
street after us to make sure that we 
went to coffee in the Centre and 
we’ve felt part of the family here ever 
since. Although we have a Baptist 
background, we have thoroughly 
enjoyed looking at our faith from 
another angle. Both our jobs have 
been busy with work and travel, so 
the Sundays when we’ve been able 
to be at Christ Church have given us 
an anchor in our faith, culture and 
community. Thanks to everyone for 
being part of our lives!  Barbara
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At the Retreat in June at Stift 
Gottweig, we shall be looking 

at the story of Jonah. Does this 
seem a curious choice? This story 
has been immensely popular down 
the ages. It not only appears in the 
Bible, but also in the Koran, and is 
a popular subject in Islamic stories. 
It’s not surprising that it features 
in Christian and Islamic writings—
what is surprising is its popularity 
in wider circles. The story of Jonah 
has inspired artists, musicians and 
writers. 
 
In the field of art alone, the story, 
particularly the storm at sea and 
the great fish, appear in paintings in 
the catacombs in Rome and on early 
Christian sarcophagi. Jonah appears 
in Byzantine iconography. He is de-
picted as a prophet by Michelangelo 
in the Sistine Chapel, and by Raphael 
in the church of Santa Maria del Po-
polo in Rome. Later, both Rubens and 
Poussin painted pictures of Jonah.
 
In literature, Jonah appears from 
medieval times (figuring in several 
mystery plays) up to the present. In 

1921, A.P.Herbert wrote 
a comic dramatization of 
the story. Aldous Huxley 
is one of a dozen writ-
ers, including the Wes-
leys, who wrote poems 
about Jonah. Nor is this 
story omitted from music. 
Jonah was the subject of 
a 17th century oratorio 
and, more recently, Lennox 
Berkeley wrote an oratorio entitled 

Jonah. And, of course, Jonah appears 
in numerous songs—spirituals, folk 
songs and musicals. The Book of 
Jonah has even been the subject of 
Jungian analysis.
 
Why this popularity? Why has the 
story of Jonah caught the imagina-
tion of people down the ages?  What 
has Jonah to say to us today?  At the 
Retreat, we hope to find out.

by Tania W
itter

Meeting Jonah
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Sunday Monday Tuesday

10

17

24

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings:  
 The ascent  
 and descent of  
 money

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Musical evening  
 with Wheaton  
 College

Sixth Sunday of Easter

Seventh Sunday of Easter

Fourth Sunday of Easter

31
Pentecost

Fifth Sunday of Easter

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist, Preacher: Laura Fairburn
 Sunday School and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist  
 Sunday School and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with Bishop Heitz 
 Sunday School and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Sunday School and Crèche
18.00 Service of Wholeness and Healing

May 2009 

On the occasion of Mothering Sunday (22 March) all 
women in the congregation received a cheerful bunch of daf-
fodils from the children attending the Family Service. Most 
countries—Austria included—celebrate Mother’s Day on 10 
May. To all mothers, wherever you are, a joyful Muttertag

08.30 Morning Prayer
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23
10.00 Ascension Day
 Eucharist
12.30 Sponsored Walk  
 in Aid of the  
 Sunday School  
 Charity “Heart  
 for Children”

10.00 Toddlers Group 

18.30 Reading Group       
19.00 Choir practice

10.00 Toddlers Group 

19.00 Choir practice 

10.00 Toddler 
 Group

19.00 Choir practice 

29

22

15

30

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Prayer Ministry

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

21

13

6

20

7 1

8

2

9

14

27

09.30 Holy Communion

Wednesday Thursday Friday

19

26

12

Tuesday

28

Saturday

Ascension

Matthias the 
Apostle

Philip and James 
the Apostles

Kaleo Course: Finding your Calling

19.00 Taizé Service

16.00 Barn Dance at  
 Himberg

11.00 Congregational  
 Music Practice

15.00 Wedding

On the occasion of Mothering Sunday (22 March) all 
women in the congregation received a cheerful bunch of daf-
fodils from the children attending the Family Service. Most 
countries—Austria included—celebrate Mother’s Day on 10 
May. To all mothers, wherever you are, a joyful Muttertag

08.30 Morning Prayer
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 On Sunday, 3 May at 18.00, there will be a Service Of Wholeness And Heal-

ing. As some of you will already know Christoph Wutscher, our Choir Director, 
has been undertaking further music studies in Britain over the past few years. 
Through the good services of Christina and Mike Stevens and others, the Church 
has been supportive. As part of his diploma assignment Christoph wrote music 
for the service of Wholeness and Healing and the choir will sing some of Chris-
toph’s music at the service. Please come to pray for healing for our world and 
individuals and to receive the laying on of hands with anointing.

On 12 May starting at 19.00, the Chaplain has invited three members of our con-
gregation working in the financial markets, to speak about the present financial 
crisis under the heading “The ascent and descent of money in our time”. Philip 
Reading, Andrew Smith and Richard Wilkinson work, respectively, in banking 
supervision, risk management software and commercial banking. The Austrian 
Ecumenical Council of Churches recently committed itself to helping people learn 
what is termed ‘financial literacy’. I am sure that this evening will contribute to 
a greater understanding of how finances and our money are managed. There 
will be time for questions afterwards.  It would be good to have your questions 
in advance so that they can be ordered according to subject matter.

The Barn Dance—the tenth and last one for the foreseeable future, hosted by 
Ted and Nikki Scheiber—will take place on Saturday, 16 May starting at 16.00 
in a magnificent barn just outside Vienna. More details on p.26. 

Our preacher on Sunday, 17 May will be Laura Fairburn who was accepted for 
training as a reader in the Church of England last year. Laura, who lived in St. 
Pölten for many years, moved to Vienna a few years ago. With the background 
in Christian teaching and service together with her knowledge of the Bible she 
acquired many of the necessary qualifications. As someone in training she is to 
preach under supervision from time to time in order to gain experience.

On Ascension Day, the Sunday School has organized a 10 kilometre walk in the 
Prater in aid of the Austrian charity A Heart for Children after the 10.00 service. 
We will meet in the Prater at 12.30 (further details as well as sponsor forms are 
available in the church office). The charity raises money to finance operations 
on children born with clubfoot in Ghana (see p.23). 

On Sunday, 10 May, Bishop Heitz has kindly agreed to take the services as I will 
be visiting with the congregation in Zagreb, Croatia and Aileen will be visiting 
family in Ireland.



The Christ Church Choir Director and organist invite all members of the congre-
gation to a congregational choir practice on Saturday, 23 May, at 11.00. During 
the practice the musicians will give tips about singing in general and more es-
pecially singing the Psalms and the new Eucharistic setting, which the chaplain 
would like to have another go at—so blame the Chaplain if you must! Singing 
is part of Christian’s life. It was St Augustine who said that those who sing pray 
twice. He also wrote of the Christian community, ‘We are an Easter people and 
alleluia is our song!’
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Please note that sadly for us a number of very regular and supportive people 
will be leaving Vienna over the next months. Vienna Francis-Mullins; Alec and 
Ann Hadfield; Mark and Rebecca Hannan; Bob, Shelley, Dave, Nick and Katie 
Jannotta; Jennifer Mummery-Widmer; Steve and Barbara Shantz; and Mike 
Stevens to be joined by Christina few months later. We thank them for their 
friendship and fellowship in the Gospel of Christ.

The Retreat will take place in the beautiful monastery of Stift Göttweig, about 
45 to 60  minutes drive west of Vienna, from 12-14 June 2009. A Benedictine 
Monastery situated on a hill, Göttweig commands a magnificent view of the 
Wachau and Danube valley. The week-end is a time of fellowship, learning and 
being with God. Tania Witter, a former member of Christ Church, will be talking 
to us about the tension between God’s will and ours, using the story of Jonah 
in the Old Testament (see p.15). It promises to be an enriching week-end. I so 
far have about 20 names; there are ten places left.
Place: Stift Göttweig  
Time: Arrival by 18.00 on Friday evening. Departure after lunch on Sunday 
afternoon. 
Cost: €80 single room; €150 double room. The cost is per room and covers 
board and lodging for two nights. 
For enquiries contact Andrew Rooke on 203 28 93 (home), or 05 05 05 ext 
41960 (office).

There will be an evening of music with Wheaton College on Tuesday, 26 May, at 
19.00. In 2006, while visiting the Anglican Church of St Andrew’s, Moscow as 
Archdeacon I met Tony Payne. This encounter encouraged Tony to ask to play at 
Christ Church while in Vienna. Tony is the Director of the Conservatory of Music 
at Wheaton College. He regularly brings choirs and other musicians to Europe. 
Wheaton College is one of America’s foremost Christian liberal arts colleges.
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20th Century Martyrs

In this short series on Christian 
martyrs of the twentieth century, 

we have learned the story of the five 
young American missionaries who 
witnessed to Christ in an ethnic 
context and who died in Ecuador in 
1956. They represented some free 
churches of their native land. In 
this issue, we will read about Arch-
bishop Janani Luwum of Uganda, an 
Anglican, whose life and work in a 
political context led to his execution 
in 1977. 

The publication by the World Coun-
cil of Churches (WCC) “In God’s 
Hands” informs us that 83 per cent 
of the Ugandan population belong 
to the Christian faith (mostly Ro-
man Catholic and Anglican). Other 
religions found are Islam, Hinduism 
and a small percentage of ethnic 
groupings. Originally composed of 
several kingdoms, Uganda was de-
clared a British protectorate in 1894 
and gained independence in 1962. 
Corruption and vice under ruthless 
dictatorships resulted in the deaths 

of more than 500,000 Ugandans 
between 1969 and 1986. 

Among these was Archbishop 
Janoni Luwum. He died at the 
merciless hand of Idi Amin 
Dada (1928-2003). Amin was 
a Ugandan military dictator 
and president of Uganda from 
1971 to 1979. Amin joined the 
British colonial regiment, the 
King’s African Rifles, in 1946 
and advanced to the rank of 

Seargent-Major. After independence, 
he was upgraded to the officer level 
and advanced rapidly to become 
Major-General and Commander of 
the Ugandan army. 

He took power in a military coup 
in January 1971, deposing (his 
forerunner) Milton Obote. His rule 
was characterized by human rights 
abuses, political repression, ethnic 
persecution, extra-judicial killings 
and the expulsion of Asians from 
Uganda. From 1977 to 1979, Amin 
titled himself “His Excellency, Presi-
dent for Life, Field-Marshall al Hadji 
Dr. Idi Aman Dada, VC, DSO, MC, 
Lord of all the Beasts of the Earth and 
Fishes of the Seas and Conqueror of 
the British Empire in Africa in gen-
eral and in Uganda in particular”. 

Baptised a Roman Catholic, Amin 
later converted to Islam. Dissent 
within Uganda, and Amin’s attempt 
to annex the Kagera Province of Tan-
zania in 1978, led to the Ugandan-
Tanzanian war and the fall of his 
regime in 1979. Amin fled to Libya 
before relocating to Saudi Arabia in 
1981 where he died in 2003. He is 
buried in Jeddah. 

This is the man responsible for the 
death and martyrdom of Archbishop 
Luwum. Janani Luwum was born in 
the Kitgum district. He taught at the 
primary school before becoming a 
Christian in 1948. The following year 
he entered Bulawesi Theological Col-
lege attached to St. Philips in Gulu. 
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2. ArCHBiSHOP JANANi LuWuM (1922-1977)

He was ordained dea-
con in 1953 and priest 
in 1954. He served first 
in the diocese of the 
Upper Nile, then in 
the diocese of Mbale. 
He was consecrated 
bishop in 1961 and in 
1966, Archbishop of 
Uganda, Rwanda and 
Burundi and Boga-
Zaire. 

Archbishop Luwum be-
came a leading voice in 
the criticism of Amin’s 
regime. In 1971, he 
sent a note of protest 
to the President against 
arbitary killings and unexplained 
disappearances. He was thereupon 
accused of treason and arrested on 
16 February 1977 together with two 
cabinet ministers. Idi Aman con-
vened a rally in Kampala with the 
three accused; other suspects were 
paraded and read confessions which 
implicated Luwum and the two 
ministers. Archbishop Luwum was 
accused of being an agent of Milton 
Obote and staging a coup. 

The next day it was announced over 
the radio that all three had died in a 
road accident. Later when the bodies 
were released they were found to be 
riddled with bullets. Witnesses say 
the three were taken to army bar-
racks where they were beaten and 
shot. Some reports maintain that 
Idi Aman carried out the executions. 

“Beloved, think it not strange con-
cerning the fiery trial which is to try 
you as though some strange thing 
happened unto you: but rejoice in as 
much as Ye are partaken of Christ’s 
sufferings, that when this glory shall 
be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy”.        1 Peter 4, 12-13

Archbishop Luwum left a widow and 
nine children.
On the w est front of Westminster 
Abbey, he is represented among 
the ten Christian martyrs of the 
20th century alongside well-known 
personalities such as Dietrich Bon-
nhoffer, Dr. Martin Luther King and 
Archbishop Romero. The Anglican 
church commemmorates this Chris-
tian African and church leader on 
17 February.  
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God usually smiles down 
on the Christ Church Palm 

Sunday parade when we com-
memorate the entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem. This year was no 
exception: in glorious sunshine 
we met in the garden adjacent 
to the Church where the palms 
were blessed and we heard the 
gospel and said prayers. Singing 
the well-loved hymn All Glory 
Lord and Honour, we marched in 
procession back into the church 
for the remainder of the service, 
including the Gospel of the Pas-
sion.

Unusually for Palm Sunday, we 
were able to witness a special 
event in the lives of two young 
parishioners and their families 
and friends. Four-year old Nadia 
von Maurik and her baby sister 
Francesca were baptised before 
the congregation. We welcome 
them into our community.

At the 10.00 service on Sunday, 
26 April (after these pages have   
gone to print), Bishop David 
Hamid is coming to Christ Church 
to confirm Katharina Buschta, 
Muringi Hartig, Claus Jebens, 
George and Isabella Luke, Emma 
Majani, Sangeeta Schinagl, 
Patrick Schrempf and Nathalie 
Sylvie. Bruce Collins and Martin 
Hartig will be received into the 
Church of England. Pictures of 
the Confirmation will be printed 
in the June issue of Crossways.  

Palm Sunday
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Heart for Children

Heart for Children is the name of 
the project that is currently be-

ing supported by the Sunday School 
and Christ Church. On its website 
(www.heart-for-children.com) the 
project is described as “an Austrian 
initiative to finance operations and 
rehabilitation for children in Ghana 
with orthopaedic disabilities whose 
parents cannot raise the necessary 
funds”. Initiated by Ingrid-Maria 
Böhm (see photo right) in 2000, 
the project primarily helps children 
in Ghana born with club foot [Ed: 
medical name: congenital talipes 
equinovarus] by providing the funds 
for an operation and subsequent 
rehabilitation. Such treatment—a 
routine procedure in most coun-
tries in the western hemisphere—is 
something that not all parents can 
afford in Ghana. 

Ingrid-Maria Böhm lives in Vienna 
and liaises between Austria and 
Ghana. Her main con-
tact in Ghana is the Rev. 
Fr. Dr. Michael Okyere-
fo. Together with two 
other Catholic priests 

and voluntary help-
ers, he coordinates 
with the hospital, 
arranges transpor-
tation and ensures 
that the children 
are accompanied 
when necessary. 
The operations are 
performed in two 
hospitals by an or-
thopaedic surgeon 
from the Nether-
lands and two from 
the Austrian organi-
zation Doctors for 
Disabled”.

In 2000, Heart for Children signed  
an agreement with the Nether-
lands-based Liliane Stichting Fonds, 
enabling it to offer schooling and 
vocational training to children after 
their recovery. Cooperation with 
the Austrian organization Doctors 

for Disabled and the 
Liliane Stichting Fonds, 
and the recent acquisi-
tion of a car to transport 
its small patients are 
ways in which Heart 
for Children has been 
seeking to broaden its 
commitment to children 
with clubfoot or polio. 

It has to date helped at least 
70 children. Through dona-
tions from the congregation 
at Christ Church, one more 
child will be able to walk and 
run for the first time.

by A
ndrew

 R
ooke
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Italy

Italy’s long, mountainous peninsula 
dominates the central Mediterra-

nean Sea. Situated in a seismically 
active region, it is subject to powerful 
earth tremors bearing comparison to 
the most catastrophic in the world. 
Some 26 cities and towns were seri-
ously damaged by the April quake, 
and many medieval villages near 
Aquila flattened, illustrating that 
quakes can be particularly dan-
gerous in parts of Italy where so 
many buildings are centuries old. 
This was Italy’s worst earthquake 
since 1980, when one measuring 
6.5 on the Richter scale killed 2,735 
people. Experts say quakes have 
influenced everything in Italy from 
the distribution of the population 
and adaptation of architecture to 
the dialect spoken in different parts 
of the nation.

An estimated 68 per cent of Italy’s 
58million population are urbanites, 
with the highest population density 
being in the north, where one third 
of the country is home to half of 

the population. This gives rise to 
vast cultural differences between 
north and south, a wide variety of 
regional cultures and dialects, and 
great inequalities between the very 
affluent north and the much poorer 
south. The world’s seventh largest 
economy (Europe’s fourth largest), 
is said to have the highest propor-
tion of EU citizens classed as living 
in poverty (14 per cent) and was one 
of the first ‘Eurozone’ victims of the 
current global financial crisis. 

Another contrast is that the country 
said to have decisively affected west-
ern and world culture for the better 
through legal systems (Roman law), 
language (Latin), culture (Renais-
sance art, music) and innovation 
(clothes, cars), is also notorious for 
its precarious political life (having 
had 60 governments since World 
War II); for the unchecked crimes 
of the infamous Sicilian Mafia who 
seem to infiltrate every level of so-
ciety; and for widespread political 
and other corruption. The Italian 
political landscape underwent a 
seismic shift in the 1990s when the 
“Clean Hands” operation exposed 
corruption at the highest levels of 
politics and business. However, a 
recent report suggests that the Mafia 
is making a profit out of the global 
economic downturn with a combined 
turnover equal to 6 per cent of the 
country’s GDP.W
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A regular series of short articles that focus on different parts of the 
worldwide church each month; bringing news, as well as a prayer, of 
or for, the area concerned. 

photo courtesy of Associated Press
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Often thought of as part of Italy, 
Vatican City is the world’s smallest 
independent state with an area of 0.5 
km2. Outside Vatican City, 13 build-
ings in Rome as well as Castel Gan-
dolfo (the Pope’s summer residence) 
also enjoy extraterritorial rights. 
Roman Catholicism has had special 
status in Italy since the formation of 
the Holy See in 1929 but ceased to 
be the State religion in 1984. 

Officially, all religions have equal 
freedom in law, although some 
report that this is not always true 
in practice. Although not widely ac-
knowledged, Protestantism has had 
an 800-year history in Italy and the 
country is home to the world’s oldest 
Protestant denomination—the Wal-
densian Church. Waldensians have 
been present in northern Italy since 
mediaeval times, but were repressed 
by civil and religious authorities until 
the middle of the 19th century. Only 
from then onwards were they able 
to express their faith throughout 
the whole of Italy. In 1997, Italian 
Roman Catholic bishops officially 
apologized for the centuries of  

Pray for those bereaved and left homeless by the recent earthquake; the rescue 
& aid workers involved; churches as they seek to offer practical help & spiritual 
support; stability & transparency in government; wisdom & courage for those 

who fight corruption; increased equity between north and south.

persecution. The Waldensian Church 
is now in federal union with the 
Methodists, who have been present 
in Italy since the 19th century. Other 
denominations include Pentecostal, 
Baptist, Orthodox, Anglican, Breth-
ren, and Lutheran. The 25 Anglican 
congregations are part of the Church 
of England’s Diocese in Europe. In 
this predominately Christian and 
Roman Catholic country, there 
are significant Muslim and Jewish  
communities.

Information compiled in October 2008 from various sources, by the Revd. Mary J. 
Vickers, from whom further information may be available. Contact her by Email at: 
mpvmailbox-wcf@yahoo.co.uk   ‘World Church Focus’ is produced as a resource for 
local churches, and is partly funded by ‘Christians Aware’ (www.christiansaware.
co.uk).. Articles can be reproduced in church magazines, prayer letters, sermons, etc, 
but wider use needs permission from the Revd. Mary J. Vickers who owns the copyright.
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ll Saints A
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BARN DANCE

The tenth Barn Dance is being held 
on Saturday, 16 May, beginning 

at 16.00. It is one of a small number 
of social fund-raisers on the Christ 
Church calendar and is an opportunity 
for everyone, from the smallest to the 
most senior members of the congrega-
tion to get together and let their hair 
down. Children, in particular, love the 
bonfire, the organized games and the space to run around to their hearts’ 
content while their parents can relax with friends over a delicious al fresco 
buffet and a glass of their favourite tipple. As usual, there will be country 
dancing (with David Hope as caller)—great fun both for the initiated and 
those new to country dancing. As a special attraction, there will be an ex-
hibition and sale of jewellery and party crackers. 

Hosts:  Niki and Ted Scheiber
Venue:   Wiener Straße 16, 2325 Himberg (just outside Vienna)
Time and date:  16 May from 16.00
Price:  Adults: €15, Students: €9, Children: 3-16 €7. 
  Tickets include a meal with salad and a drink  
  (vegetarian dishes also available)
Ensure your tickets by contacting Nikki Hertford-Scheiber 02235-84906 or 
via email n.hertford@gmail.com

Brassissimo: The Sunday 
10.00 service on 19 April was a 
particularly rousing one. The brass 
quintet Brassissimo—well known 
to Christ Church—took up tempo-
rary residence in the choir loft and 

together with the congregation and 
organist Emanuel, did a magnificent 
job of making the old walls reverber-
ate. Many thanks to Brassissimo for 
joining us and why don’t you please 
come again? 
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News from Canada
Hello everybody at Christ Church!
It has been over a month since I left 
Vienna and I am having a great time 
in Canada. My family over here has 
been very supportive and helped me 
settle in. I am lucky to have already 
gotten a job. I work at a store called 
La Vie en Rose Aqua. I love it! Who 
knew that selling bikinis could be 
so much fun? My co-workers are all 
very friendly and that makes the job 
even better!
I am also preparing myself for the 
upcoming academic year. My uncle is 
a professor at the university I will be 
attending and he is giving me books 
to read for next year. 
When I have a couple of free days, 
I drive out to the country to see my 
grandmother. I have had some really 
exciting adventures. For example, I 
was a “most wanted person” by the 
Sheet Harbour Police Department. I 
was driving my grandmother’s car 
and a man thought I was too young to 
drive and reported me to the police! I 
am having a tough time making peo-
ple believe that I am 20, but have my 
birth certificate to prove it.
I have been to a couple of churches, 
but nothing can compare to Christ 
Church. I miss the services and all of 
you! I guess home is where you feel 
the most comfortable.
I would love to hear from you, so if 
you have some time drop me a note. 
My e-mail address is victoria.curran@
chello.at and my mailing address is: 
30 Banks Court, Dartmouth, N.S.
B2X 2Y6, Canada
Love to you all,           Victoria Curran

Thank you, Christ Church
Dear Friends,
I was so enjoying my retirement 
that I missed the deadline for the 
last Crossways so this is a belated 
but nevertheless big thank you for 
your very generous presents. I can 
now enjoy drinking the same sort of 
coffee as George Clooney in rather 
exotic mocha cups or mugs, and 
arrange my fruit in a handsome 
hand-thrown pottery bowl.
I have not quite got used to sitting 
in a pew although the urge to stand 
up and count the communicants is 
becoming less. I do miss watching 
all the small children that sit on the 
kneelers behind the back two pews; 
we are so lucky to have so many 
children in our congregation.
When I first attended Christ Church 
I was a lonely young woman with 
two small children and it was prob-
ably the friendliness of the people at 
church that initially kept us coming. 
Christ Church has been a big part 
of my life for almost 30 years and 
I hope it will remain so for many 
more. Thank you once again not 
only for your presents but also for 
your friendship.    Ann Wanzenböck

Letter Box

Vienna-based members of the 
congregation would love to hear 
from others who have moved 
away from Austria: about their 
new lives and their new par-
ishes as well as notice of any 
forthcoming visits to Vienna and 
Christ Church. Please write! 
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Dates for your Diary

DATE TIME   EVENT
May 1-2  Kaleo Course – Finding your calling
May 3 (Sun) 18.00 A Service of Wholeness and Healing
May 10 (Sun) 08.00 Bishop Bernhard Heitz to preside and preach
 10.00
May 12 (Tues) 19.00 Members of Christ Church in the financial  
  sector look at the financial crisis
May 13 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
May 14 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group Diary of a Man in Despair by   
  Friedrich Reck-Malleczewen
May 15 (Fri) 19.00 Taizé Service
May 16 (Sat) 16.00 Barn Dance
May 17 (Sun) 10.00 Preacher: Laura Fairburn
May 21 (Thurs) 10.00 Ascension Day Eucharist
 12.30 Sponsored walk in aid of the Sunday school   
  charity ‘Heart for Children’ 
May 23 (Sat) 11.00 Congregational Music Practice 
May 26 (Tues) 19.00 Musical evening with Wheaton College
June 5 (Fri)  Lange Nacht der Kirchen
June 7 (Sun)  Sunday School picnic
June 12-14  Retreat led by Revd Tania Witter
June 19 (Fri) 19.00 Taizé Service
June 20 (Sat) 11.00 Kirche am Steinhof – guided tour in English
August 23 (Sun)  The Castelinos’ barbecue
August 29 (Sat)  Parish Outing
Sept. 12 (Sat) 16.00 Nigerian Fest 
Sept 19 (Sat)  Youth Retreat
Sept. 26 (Sat)  Council Quiet Day led by Pam de Wit
Sept. 27 (Sun) 18.00 Animal Blessing Service
Oct. 4 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving and First Communion
Oct. 8-11  Archdeaconry Synod, Izmir
Nov. 4/5   Carsten Peter Thiede Symposium
Nov. 8 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Sunday
Nov. 18 (Wed) 19.00 Diary Day
Nov. 21 (Sat) 10.00 Christ Church Bazaar
Nov. 29 (Sun) 18.00 Advent Carol Service
Dec. 6 (Sun) 16.00 Annual sing-along in aid of a charity
Dec. 13 (Sun) 10.00 Sunday school nativity
 18.00 Nine Lessons and Carols
Dec. 17 (Thurs) 18.00 Klagenfurt Christmas Eucharist
Dec. 19 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle service
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Personal Ads

klavierklasse – PianoStudio
Wouldn’t you like to learn the piano if 
it were exciting, intelligent, refreshing 
and supporting? From absolute 
beginners to the concert podium, for 
children, adults, advanced learners and 
beginners of any age, for you. Contact: 
Lourenço Finatti, 0676/3323422 or 
finatti@utanet.at.

Computer Doctor Vienna 
Gary fixes and installs your computers. 
Instructs in use of software. Fast and 
reliable, at affordable prices. Tel:  
0650/689 5757 www.computerdoctor 

vienna.com.

Summer Camps 
Shop volunteer Joanna Reutter 
hosts summer camps and courses 
a t  he r  coun t ry  home  in  the 
Styrian hills near Graz. All camps 
and seminars are held in English.  
Adult Seminars:
Yoga Detox Week 1 June-7 June  
Fasting Week  25 June-4 July
Children’s Summer Camps:
Cook and Dance: 5-11 July
Adventure Camp 5-11 July
Golf I: 12-18 July
Golf II: 19-25 July
for more information please go to 
www.hollererhof.com or contact 
Joanna Reutter on 0664-5432869 or    

Household help available 
Brenda Kellem is looking for household 
position, live-in or out, flexible working 
hours.  Please contact Brenda 0676 
4333033 or email novemberpiano@
yahoo.com

Cat sitter available 
Are you going away temporarily? 
There’s no need to send your feline 
companion to a cattery. Cat-sitter 
available from May until late June and 
thereafter from August onwards. Visit 
daily or live in. By arrangement. Ring 
Laura Fairburn 01 310 1766.

T
his space is reserved for m

em
bers of the congregation to place private ads. O

thers w
ill 

be asked to pay a sm
all charge to help tow

ards printing costs.

An unusual job for the servers ...



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:
Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy
A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




