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“I am the resurrection 
and the life. He who 

believes in me, though 
he may die, he shall 

live. And whoever lives 
and believes in me 

shall never die.”
John 11:25-26
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The opinions expressed in this pub-
lication are those of the individual 
authors and should not necessarily be 
considered as carrying the endorse-
ment of Christ Church, its officers or 
the Editor.

This month’s Easter cover was drawn by 
ten year-old Helen Ifeagwu. Helen is an ac-
complished artist and a faithful member of 
our congregation. Other contributions to this 
magazine from the younger members of the 
congregation would be very welcome.

A
rt

ic
le

s 
an

d 
ph

ot
os

 in
 th

is
 m

ag
az

in
e 

m
ay

 o
nl

y 
be

 r
ep

ro
du

ce
d 

w
ith

 th
e 

pe
rm

is
-

si
on

 o
f t

he
 E

di
to

r. 
Fo

r 
fu

rt
he

r 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n,
 c

on
ta

ct
 c

ro
ss

w
ay

s@
ao

n.
at

.

Christ Church Vienna
Jaurèsgasse 17/19, 1030 Vienna

Claus
Rectangle



3

In this issueEditorial

From the Desk of the Chaplain 
page 4

A Quiet Weekend
Revd. Aileen Hackl describes a retreat

page 6

Musings on the Cross
Vienna Francis-Mullins explores the 

meaning of the Crucifixion
page 7

House Concert
page 10

An Easter Prayer
 page 11

Alan of Christ Church
The British Ambassador and Christ 

Church honour Dr. Alan Patzak
page 12

Letter Box
page 13

Who’s Who?
page 14

20th Century Martyrs
The first in a series of talks by Laura 

Fairburn - Part 1: the Ecuador Martyrs
page 20

Introducing the New Bazaar Team
page 23

Cologne’s Kolumbo Museum
Christine Kohlmann describes a recent 

visit to this landmark of Cologne
page 24

World Church Focus
This month: Iceland

page 26

The deadline for submissions for 
the May issue of CROSSWAYS is 15 
April. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication 
to: office@christchurchvienna.org 
AND crossways@aon.at, or phone 
the Editor on 01-285 1802.

“And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season 
we shall reap, if we faint not.” (Galatians 6:9)
One of the aspects of Christ Church that is praised time 
and time again both by visitors as well as regular parish-
ioners is the spirit of community that exists among the 
congregation. Following an earlier gripe in this column 
(viz. Crossways no. 24), I have noticed that several 
people go out of their way to welcome newcomers into 
the fold and this has been reflected in their comments. A 
community spirit does not, however, spring from nowhere. 
It depends on the efforts of a dwindling group to provide 
the time, place and means to foster that spirit. Without 
coffee volunteers, it is unlikely that people would congre-
gate in the Church Centre quite so enthusiastically as they 
do after services; without the organizers of social events, 
there would be no chance of getting together informally 
as a community and enjoying a relaxing time together; 
without the tireless efforts of the Christ Church Shop and 
Advent Bazaar organizers, we would not have the funds 
to secure the very future of our church. And might I add, 
in all modesty, that without the 40 or so hours that I de-
vote to preparing this magazine each month, without the 
goodwill of contributors (particularly in this issue) and the 
time spent by volunteers labelling and posting each issue, 
there would be no magazine. The list is endless ...

Nikki and Ted Scheiber have hosted a Barn Dance for nine 
successive years. They chose to organize it as a fund-
raising event that involves a considerable amount of work 
on their part. This year’s Barn Dance will be held on 16 
May and may well be the last. Sadly, they have come to the 
conclusion that the time and commitment they put into the 
event are taken for granted while attendance—and funds 
raised—have decreased. I understand their frustration. I 
included a questionnaire in last month’s Crossways 
(p.26) asking readers to show their preference for the 
type of articles to be included in the magazine. I didn’t ask 
for an essay—and certainly didn’t wish for accolades—
simply a listing of 12 letters that would have been helpful 
in organizing future issues. I estimated that if one quarter 
of households (not to mention the far larger number of 
individual readers) responded, then I could expect around 
100 replies. My thanks to the eight people who read my 
request and took the trouble to reply.          Judy 
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

My introduction to the oeuvre of the artist Marc Chagall 
(1887-1985) was in 1980 when I began training for the 

ordained ministry of the Church of England and the Anglican 
Communion at Chichester Theological College. Chichester is 
a cathedral city in the English county of West Sussex. Chich-
ester cathedral is home to a stunning stained glass window by 
Chagall. The window is based on Psalm 150, ‘O praise God in 
his holiness... let everything that hath breath praise the Lord’. 
The Chagall window as it is known is executed in a stunning 

red that illuminates (on a sunny day) the area of the cathedral that houses 
the shrine of St Richard of Chichester (red is the colour of the martyrs and 
of the Holy Spirit).

In March I visited Nice, France for the annual Diocesan Archdeacons’ meet-
ing. There I had an opportunity to visit the Chagall Museum. The museum 
is based on a generous donation of sixteen paintings by the artist to the 
French nation. All sixteen paintings are based on themes from the Bible: 
Genesis, Exodus and the Song of Songs. The visit had an extra dimension 
for me that intensified the experience because the main room contains 
paintings (dimensions often over 2 metres wide and long) primarily based 
in and around three biblical persons: Noah, Abraham and Moses. On the 
Sunday prior to my visit I had spoken about the three covenants associated 
with these three Biblical persons in my sermon. Saying that each covenant 
underlined God’s advocacy for life beginning with the covenant made to 
Noah, ‘the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh’, 
(Genesis 9.15) I had reflected on these three covenants through the medium 
of the spoken word. Here, at the Chagall Museum I encountered Chagall’s 
sustained and penetrating reflection through the medium of painting. He 
was able to say things that I could not say or say so meaningfully or last-
ingly. Each painting was a sermon. 

One is struck particularly by Chagall’s use of colour as in the Chagall win-
dow in Chichester cathedral. The colour is rich and immensely satisfying. 
One is struck by the dimensions of the paintings, which seem just right. 
Chagall also shows boldness in tackling Biblical themes, as when he tackles 
strikingly the visit of the three angels to Abraham. (Genesis 18) After the 
icon painter Anton Rublev (c. 1360-1430) who would dare paint this story? 
Chagall is not much concerned with a historical representation of the sto-
ries, but rather with the truths that they point to. The visit to the Chagall 
Museum in Nice was for my two companions and me a spiritual experience. 
I was brought close to God through the work of an artist who had been 
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nurtured by the Biblical narrative as he 
had received it.

For us as Christians it is of interest to 
note that a number of his paintings fea-
ture the crucifixion of the Jew Jesus (see 
the cover of Crossways March 2008 
as well as p.7 of this issue). And this 
inclusion points us to what we will mark 
during Holy Week through to Easter: this 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
as Jesus says in Luke. (Luke 22.10, 1 
Corinthians 11.25) Jesus points to the 
covenants in the past, which retain their 
validity, as they like Jesus are advocates 
for life. It seems to me as I write that 
by neglecting the meaning of the three 
covenants (Noah, Abraham and Moses) 
we are impoverished. Jesus builds on 
and completes each one. He does this by rising from table and washing the 
disciples’ feet. He does this by giving them a new commandment, ‘Love as 
I have loved you’. He does this by saying, ‘I no longer call you servants, but 
friends.’ He does it by saying, ‘I have come to bring life in all its fullness’. 
The letter to the Hebrews sums it up as follows, ‘In many and various ways 
God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets; but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through 
whom also he created the world. (Hebrews 1.1f.)

In one of the Chagall paintings entitled Adam and Eve being driven out of 
Paradise there is a stunning bouquet of gold and red flowers that forcefully 
speaks of the life that we lose through our estrangement from God and one 
another (our sin). It also speaks of the life that we can take hold of again 
and again throughout life because Christ has, as we shall sing during the 
Easter Vigil, won for us so great a victory – the victory that life has pur-
pose, meaning, direction, multiple new beginnings and endless life-giving 
possibilities.

W
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 of C
hichester C
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In January I spent a weekend in the 
“Haus der Stille”, House of Silence, 

or Quietness. Geographically it is 
located about 15 kilometres outside 
Graz in southern Styria, set in beau-
tiful and peaceful countryside.

It is a retreat house in the Francis-
can tradition, which is run by Pater 
Karl Maderner and Colette Brun. 
The centre of the Haus der Stille is 
the chapel which is very welcoming 
and friendly and can be looked at on 
their website, www.haus-der-stille.
at. Here everyone gathers three times 
a day for prayer, with much singing 
and also a time of quietness to re-
flect on the words we are saying and 
singing. As a young man, Pater Karl 
visited Taizé, but realised that his 
vocation was not to stay in France, 
but to return to his home in Styria 
and start something similar there.

If you can cope with simple living, 
then life is great. When you arrive 
you are expected to make up your 

A Quiet Weekend

own bed and strip it when you leave. 
After meals, everybody clears the ta-
bles and sets them for the next meal, 
and while there is a wash basin in 
the bedroom, showers and toilets are 
down the hall. It’s a good way to get 
into conversation with people you’ve 
just met, when you are clearing the 
tables or helping in the kitchen—and 
sometimes the conversations can be 
very deep!

In January I had registered and was 
part of a course learning about St. 
Francis and St. Clare. It was fascinat-
ing to hear details of their lives that 
you don’t easily find in books. St 
Francis appears to have been a very 
spontaneous person, and seems to 
have lived his life, learning by do-
ing, as it were. St. Clare, by contrast 
would have had to plan her actions 
quite carefully. Deciding to remain 
unmarried and dedicate her life to 
Christ, as a noble woman in the Mid-
dle Ages, was not easy. Later in life 
Clare wrote a “Rule of Life” for her 
sisters, which was only approved by 
the Pope, one day before she died.

Of course, you can also just go to the 
Haus der Stille and “be”, take time 
out to think and reflect and pray. At-
tendance at chapel is expected, and 
they have always welcomed me at 
their Communion table, but do ask!

The website was given above and if 
you would like to know more, please 
ask me! As Franciscans say, “Pace e 
bene”, peace and all goodness!  by

 A
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Haus der Stille, with a special stamp issued in its honour
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Musings on the Cross

One short line in the Nicene 
Creed: “For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate”.  
There seems to be a great deal of 
reluctance to explore the event that 
a Christian’s faith hinges upon; the 
cross, though it features prominently 
in our sacred spaces and rituals, has 
a habit of becoming background 
noise in the buzz of our prayer lives. 
Lent finds its culmination in Holy 
Week, during which we have the 
opportunity to come face-to-face 
with the Passion of our Lord, and it is 
then that I begin to understand why 
we Christians tend to skim over the 
one moment that defines our faith: 
it’s awfully confusing.

Why is this ultimate sacrifice re-
quired? Some passages in the Bible 
seem to imply that it was a kind of 
‘transaction’; we mortals, weighed 
down with the debt of sin, would 
be forever shunned by God if Jesus 
hadn’t paid the price for us. Our Sav-
iour leaves us debt-free. But, for me, 
this raises a greater question than it 
answers—namely, if God loves us 
so much, couldn’t He have wiped 
that debt without having to put Jesus 
through the horror of a crucifixion 
at the hands of the Romans? A per-
fect and righteous God may require 
some sort of atonement before we 
are able to join Him in His Kingdom, 
but surely such a God would be able 

by V
ienna Francis-M

ullins

W
hite C

rucifixion by M
arc C

hagall (1887-1995)
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to find another way to reconcile us 
to Himself. There must, then, be 
something deeper about the cross.  
What else happened at the moment 
in which the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two?

We associate the cross with our 
own salvation, and in doing so, we 
perhaps forget what it would have 
meant to the Palestinians of the first 
century. The cross was a Roman 
instrument of torture as well as 
execution, crucifixion more horrific 
than we can perhaps appreciate. 
The prisoner, having carried an 
extremely heavy length of wood on 

shoulders ripped apart through 
flagellation, would have long, 
thick nails driven between the 
bones in his wrists and feet 
and into the wood. The cross 
itself having been erected, the 
condemned person would then 
alternate between two excruci-
ating positions: supporting his 
weight through the nail driven 
through his feet, or pulling 
himself up by his pierced arms. 
Death could take anything up 
to several days, and would 
be usually due to exhaustion, 
shock or blood loss. If an in-
habitant of a Roman-occupied 
city saw our churches today, 
decorated with what is for us 
a symbol of our freedom, they 
would think it was some sort 
of sick joke.
 
What does this then tell us 

about the significance of Jesus’ 
own crucifixion? If Jesus’ death was 
merely to pay for all of our sins, we 
know that He would have had to 
suffer greatly.  The cross, however, 
took this to the extreme—the pun-
ishments served to Jesus were dealt 
to the most heinous criminals, whom 
the Romans wanted to make an ex-
ample of. Jesus associated himself 
with those rejected by society when 
he was alive, and he died as one 
who had been deemed not worthy 
of living at all. Perhaps part of the 
significance of the crucifixion is that, 
through Jesus, God lowers himself to 
the lowest point that humanity can 

Vienna Francis-
Mullins is spend-
ing her gap year 
in Austria before 
embarking on her 
studies in theol-
ogy at Lady Mar-
garet Hall College 
of the University 
of Oxford. She 
attended Christ 
Church just days 

after her arrival in Vienna, and soon found 
her place in the choir. As a child, she sang in 
the cathedral choir of Southwark Cathedral 
and is currently a member of her church 
choir in Dulwich, near London. Although 
it is early days to decide on a future career, 
she is considering some form of ministry in 
the Church of England. Who knows, she 
may one day be the first woman Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 
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be at, uniting with the abandoned 
and the persecuted.  God Himself 
experiences the depths of the human 
condition.

Perhaps, too, in doing this, he unites 
himself with us as a whole. The suf-
fering, the confusion, the anger and 
the doubt are all what make us hu-
man. Through Jesus, God is not only 
far away in the clouds, surrounded 
by His worshipping angels—he is 
here in the depths with us, too. He 
is truly in everything, and so it is 
through this sacrifice that we are 
all united. One church, one body. 
As one body, then, we are with Him 
in the resurrection. His rising from 
the dead is our story, it is our real-
ity. We are reconciled with God, not 
just because Jesus’ sacrifice subdues 



his wrath, but because He reaches 
down, takes our hand and pulls us 
up Himself.

Of course, I am not proposing that 
this is ‘the answer’, but that it is one 
perspective of an event that is going 
to be meaningful to different people 
on different levels. What happened 
on the cross is perhaps the greatest 
mystery of our faith; all we know is 
that, in that moment, humanity was 
reconciled with God. The visible with 
the invisible. The conceivable with 
the inconceivable. What came about 
was the ability for us to become 
whole, both with the entirety of crea-
tion and with our creator Himself.  
Something profoundly personal that 
joins us to the rest of humankind. A 
mystery, indeed.

On 16 November 2008, Ariella Zoie Haselsteiner
On 11 January 2009, Maxim Alexej Grigorij Stancik-Zafiropulo

The funeral of Maurice Pezet was held on 1 December 2008. A 
memorial service was held at the Vienna International School 
on 28 February 2009.
On 23 October 2008, a memorial service was held for Colin 
Bebbington
On 30 January 2009, a memorial service was held for Otto 
Schmidt.
On 7 February 2009, a memorial service was held for Sian 
Rowland
The funeral of Onar Benge took place on 16 February 2009 at       
the Stammersdorf cemetery. Choral Evensong on Sunday, 1 
March was also dedicated to her memory.

From the Church Register
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HOUSE CONCERT

Sunday, 8th March was in some 
ways rather a sad occasion for 

Christ Church as it was the date for 
the last in a long series of house 
concerts, hosted by Mike and Chris-
tina Stevens in their home beside the 
Rathaus. The Stevens will be packing 
up fairly soon before leaving Vienna 
for the excitements of Honduras, so 
this final concert was a real gala event 
and our opportunity to say a big 
thank-you and our early farewells.
 
The well balanced programme, in 
aid of the Church Choir funds, was 
opened appropriately by the choir, 
with The Silver Swan by Orlando Gib-
bons and followed by Il est bel et bon 
by Passereau. Our invited soloists 
who followed, were all magnificent—

pianist Lourenço Finatti 
showed us two of his 
pupils, Alexander Li, 
followed by his own 
daughter Aurelia Finatti. 
Then our own Christina 
Stevens sang about a 
recently widowed Eng-
lish lady who was now 
going to have fun at A 
Bar on the Piccola Marina, 

by Sir Noël Coward;  Richard Lam-
miman on classical guitar played 
us some Japanese music;  Nathalie 
Peña Comas (soprano) sang us some 
Mozart opera arias; Ingrid Sweeney 
and Lydia Westcombe-Evans gave us 
a violin duet sonata by Leclair ; and 
Johanna Cabili performed a  Spanish 
song cycle by Joaquin Rodrigo. We 
are indeed fortunate to be able to 
recruit the services of such profes-
sional musicians.
The concert ended with an enthu-
siastic sing-along of English, Irish 
Scottish and American folk songs, 
beginning with The Hippopotamus 
Song and ending with Auld Lang 
Syne, that I had the pleasure to 
lead, accompanied on the piano by 
Lourenço. Forewords and introduc-
tions were ably carried out by Alec 
Hadfield, who will also be leaving us 
all too soon.

After the music, snacks and wine 
were served, to complete a most 
enjoyable evening, for which we are 
indebted to our hosts, the Stevens. 
Let’s hope that someone else will 
offer to host another House Concert 
in the not too distant future. 

Christina and Mike Stevens

Christ Church Choir with Choirmaster Christophe Wutscher
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An Easter Prayer



by M
arie-H

elene B
inggeli

Creator, who speaks to us  
in the roaring of the sea: Protect us!

Lord, who renders the voices of silence audible: 
Teach us to listen!

Almighty, whose very tiniest particles interact following 
laws beyond our understanding:  

Let us simply worship!
God, who has created this infinite Universe:  

Help us to trust!
Our Father, who has given us various senses so we might 

experience this earth: Give us awareness!
Father, who has given me love, family and  friends to be 

with me for parts of my way: Teach me gratitude!
Father, who has also marked my path with many part-

ings: Enfold me in my distress!
Almighty God, who has placed me within your creation: 

Teach me responsibility!
Lord, who are within me and wherever I may look or 

find myself: Reassure me of your presence!
Father, who knows my fears, the vary tangible ones and 

those I can’t express: Hold me and give me peace!
Lord, who knows my pain and suffering: 

Touch me and heal me!
Lord, who knows my helplessness and my weakness: 

Take my hand and guide me!
Father, who knows my loneliness: 

Speak to me and let me recognize you! 
Almighty, who also created me: 

Let me become aware that you are calling my name!
God, who sees your beautiful world brutalized and  

devastated: Grant me faith! And with it, the power to 
love!

Christ, who has suffered brutality, stupidity and death: 
Let me grasp that the tomb is really empty,

And that you are here by my side, now
Radiating Love and Power: 

The Cosmic Christ ...
EASTER!
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By the kind 
invitation 

of the UK Am-
bassador Simon 
Smith and Ms. 
Sian Stickings, a 

reception was held at the residence 
of the British Embassy on 12 Feb-
ruary 2009 in honour of Dr. Alan 
Patzak FRGS, to thank him for his 
services to Christ Church and the 
Embassy. 

Born in Vienna in 1930, Dr. Patzak 
was baptised Alan Alois in Christ 
Church. On his mother’s side his 
family has links with Bedfordshire 
and he grew up speaking English 
from an early age. Having completed 
a study of zoology, botany and geo-
graphy he attained a PhD. He then 
worked for ten years at the Mu-
seum for Natural History in Vienna. 

When in England 
he spent his time 
at the British Mu-
seum, the Royal 
Botanical Gardens 
at Kew and the 
Royal Geographi-
cal  Society  of 
which he even-
tually become a 
Fellow.

His connections 
with the Church 
and the Embassy 
date back to 1966 
when he started 
work ing  on  a 

voluntary basis. For many years Dr. 
Patzak was secretary to the chaplain 
of Christ Church, also preparing 
the service sheets and the monthly 
bulletins. His office was situated in 
the porter’s lodge in Gottfried Kel-
lergasse, by the back gate of the 
old Reisnerstraße chancery. After 
the new chancery was opened it 
contained an office for the chaplain 
and Alan blended in very well with 
the embassy staff who treated him 
as one of their own. Moving on to 
different venues, Alan was always 
there where he was needed.

By now Alan has undoubtedly be-
come part of the history of Christ 
Church. His outstanding qualities are 
loyalty and faithful service, always 
ready to help, inform and carry out 
any task given to him. He has a great 
enthusiasm for everything British. 

Dr. Patzak and his hosts
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One can always talk to him about 
the weather! Wearing a beret and 
sporting many badges one may be 
excused for finding his appearance 
a little unusual at times, but no 
community worth its name can be 
complete without being enriched 
by unconventional and colourful 
personalities, such as Alan, amongst 
its members. 

The real Alan is Dr. Alan Patzak, 
Fellow of the Royal Geographical 
Society, who impresses all those 
who know him with his profound 
knowledge of his science. His articles 
on various countries in the church 
magazine have been of great interest   
to a congregation whose members 
stem from so many different parts 
of the world. 

He met “his Margaret” on a boat 
trip from Westminster Bridge to Kew 
gardens on one of his many visits to 
England. Mrs. Margaret Robertson, 
who had been widowed early in her 
marriage, became his lifelong friend. 
Alan is also a fully qualified pilot 
who enjoyed flying. It is not known 
whether he actually performed 
aerobatics with angels, but on one 
important occasion he was able to fly 
the suffragan Bishop at the time to 
Klagenfurt and on to Munich.

Due to ill health Alan can only 
be with us very occasionally on a 
Sunday. Christ Church, Vienna is 
grateful for his long years of willing 
service and friendship. 

Letter Box

Dear friends,
My late husband Maurice would 
have been very proud to know 
how highly he was regarded by 
the congregation of Christ Church 
as expressed both at the beautiful 
funeral service in the Church and 
the memorial service held at the Vi-
enna International School, where he 
served as its first Director. He would 
also have been grateful for all the 
love and support I received during 
the time of his difficult illness and his 
death. You were there for me, provid-
ing physical help with arrangements, 
giving me your time and offering me 
a shoulder both to lean and cry on. 
Christ Church was a very important 
part of Maurice’s life and he always 
knew what wonderful people there 
were in the congregation. 

Isolde Pezet

Dear People of Christ Church,
We would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank all of you for your lov-
ing support over the last few months. 
As many of you know, my husband 
and the father of Anja, James and 
Lara passed away in January after a 
long illness. We thank you for listen-
ing, for the smiles and hugs, and the 
words of encouragement you as “the 
body of Christ” have shown us.
“When one member of the body 
rejoices, we should all rejoice.
When one member weeps we should 
all weep” (1 Cor. 12: 26).
Thank you for weeping with us.

Alexandra,  Anja,  James and  
Lara Schmidt.
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Who’s Who in Christ Church??
Crossways continues with its presentation of members of our 
community. Names and photos are given on p29.

Christ Church counts a number of highly talented people among its 
congregation, few more so than mystery person no. 1. Born in Dublin into 
an Anglican family of music-lovers—her sister sang, her brother played the 
clarinet and she the piano—she always hoped to take up singing herself 
one day. Orphaned at an early age, she was sent to boarding school after 
which she went to Paris to study French before moving to England to live 
with her married sister. She started work as a secretary but before long 
uprooted herself yet again and moved to Canada, initially for a year during 
which time she was awarded a scholarship to study music at the University 
of Toronto. On completion of her studies three years later, she continued 
singing lessons at the Opera School for a further year before once more 
contemplating a major relocation. On the advice of her teacher, she decided 
to pursue her singing career in Europe. She had always wanted to learn 
German, and Vienna seemed to be the ideal place to fulfil both ambitions. 
In 1964 she travelled to Vienna with the intention of returning to Canada 
after one year. Like so many of us, that year became a lifetime!

She took private singing lessons before enrolling at the Conservatory of Mu-
sic. One of the first fellow students she met was a budding tenor who was 
to become her husband. They married in 1967 and spent a busy few years 
with engagements in Austria, Germany and Switzerland. Her first profes-

sional role in Austria was as Saffi in the Zigeunerbaron. After their son 
was born in 1971, she reduced her performances, concentrating largely 
on operetta. She had danced all her life—ballet from the age of three 
followed by tap, Greek and ballroom dancing—and enjoyed the acting 
and dance opportunities in operetta roles. Some of her favourite parts 
were in the Merry Widow, Gräfin Mariza, the Fledermaus and the Magic 
Flute. The family moved from Sankt Pölten to Sankt Gallen to Graz and 
back to Switzerland where she and her husband often had parts in the 
same productions. Once their son had completed primary school, she 
returned with him to Vienna while her husband commuted from Berne. 
Despite several guest performances in various opera houses, our mystery 

person decided to concentrate on her role as wife and mother. Not surpris-
ingly, her son followed in his parents’ footsteps onto the stage, but chose 
the Burgtheater over the Opera. Her husband retired last summer and now 
the couple’s theatre appearances are as proud members of the audience to 
watch their son. Not one to sit back and do nothing, our mystery person de-
cided to add Spanish to her linguistic repertoire and enjoys looking after her 

Mystery 
person 
no.1



15



Who’s Who in Christ Church? ?
(N

am
es an

d
 p

h
otos on

 p
. 2

9
)

Mystery 
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no.2

10-year old granddaughter who, she is convinced, will keep up the family’s 
stage tradition. She has been attending Christ Church for years and among 
others enjoys a weekly return to her cultural and linguistic roots. 

It would be difficult to find someone who has embraced the Austrian 
culture, history, language and way of life more enthusiastically and un-
conditionally than mystery person no. 2. His appreciation of the country 
includes the beauty of its countryside, the time honoured culture of its cities 
to the charm of its young ladies. Born and raised in Oxford, he studied 
French and German at university, with a focus on politics and econom-
ics, but always knew that he was destined to live in a German-speaking 
country. He was offered a job at the Wirtschaftsuniversität (University 
of Business Studies) where he taught business English for three years. 
At the end of his contract he decided that he wanted to make Austria his 
home for a while longer and embarked on a series of jobs that enabled 
him to make a living here. At one time he was an insurance salesman 
in Ottakring where, he admits, he enjoyed lots of cups of coffee with 
friendly grannies but was less successful in selling insurance. This was 
followed, inter alia, by a stint as a travelling salesman, a job with a telephone 
company and a contract with an international organization in Vienna work-
ing on the issue of fundamental human rights. He also taught German at a 
summer camp in Minnesota (where he was inexplicably known as “Anton”). 
His frequent job changes did, however, allow him the flexibility to pursue 
a law degree by correspondence from Huddersfield University and taught 
him not to give up easily. He now has a job he enjoys very much and that 
combines his love of languages, economics and business.

Raised as an Anglican, he first came to Christ Church in October 2001 and 
although he admits to missing the odd Sunday, he is nevertheless a valued  
member of the congregation who reads the lesson very competently and 
contributes to this magazine. Christ Church plays an important role in his 
life and he particularly appreciates the community. His mother plays the 
organ in the family’s local church in England and he himself served at the 
altar at his school chapel, on one occasion “getting drunk in the name of the 
Lord” when the chaplain was unwell and asked him to drink three chalices 
of wine. He enjoys acting, his last role being that of Manuel in a VIC-Players 
reading of Faulty Towers. He also runs marathons and believes his best 
ideas come to him when he is running. As a somewhat reluctant bachelor 
(recently “dumped”, he explains), cooking is another hobby, his skill gained 
when he had a student job as a waiter in France and was obliged to step in 
when the restaurant’s chef died unexpectedly.
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08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings
 Speaker: Steve  
 Shantz
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Third Sunday of Easter

Palm Sunday Monday of  
Holy Week
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Holy Week

One of the criminals who were hanged 
there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, 
“Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and 
us!” But the other answered, and rebuking 
him said, “Do you not even fear God, since 
you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? And we indeed

are suffering justly, for we are receiving 
what we deserve for our deeds; but this 
man has done nothing wrong.” And he 
was saying, “Jesus, remember me when 

You come in Your kingdom!” And He said 
to him, “Truly I say to you, today 

you shall be with Me in Paradise.”

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with the blessing of
 the Easter Garden

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with Brassissimo
 Sunday School and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Confirmation with Bishop David Hamid
 Sunday School and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist with the Palm  
 Procession
 Sunday School and Crèche

08.30 Morning Prayer

19.00 Soundings

April 2009 
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12.30 Ecumenical  
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 the Easter Fire
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Maundy Thursday Good Friday Easter Eve

Saint George Saint Mark

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Church Council

10.00 Toddlers Group 

19.00 Choir practice 
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S Steve Shantz was born in Canada during the winter of 1957. His parents were 

Bible College students and two years later they whisked him and his brother off 
to the Andes Mountains of Ecuador to work at bringing the Gospel to the children 
of Latin America. Instead of growing up on the shores of Lake Ontario in his 
homeland, Steve would live in thin air at 10,000 feet altitude and experience a 
land and culture quite different from his own. At the Tuesday Soundings group, 
Steve will relate his adventures (exploring volcanoes, Inca ruins and tramping 
in the Amazon basin) and the challenges of being a “Missionary third culture 
kid”. Tuesday, 21 April at 19.00 in the Church Centre.

Brassissimo will be joining us for Sunday worship on Sunday 19 April at 10am. 
This dynamic group of young musicians includes Christ Church verger, Sean 
Nield. For further information see www.brassissimo.at

Our choir director Christoph Wutscher, as part of his diploma for the Univer-
sity has written music for a contemporary Church of England service. He chose 
the service in Common Worship entitled ‘A Celebration of Wholeness and Healing 
Ministry of the Church’. Instead of Choral Evensong on 3 May, a Celebration of 
Wholeness and Healing will be held at 18.00. During the service hands will be 
laid on all who would like to receive prayer for wholeness and healing.

The Barn Dance—the tenth and possibly last one for the foreseeable future, 
hosted by Ted and Nikki Scheiber—will take place on Saturday, 16th May start-
ing at 16.00. As usual, it represents a wonderful occasion for the Christ Church 
community, from the youngest to the oldest among us, to let our hair down 
among friends. More details will be given in the May issue of Crossways. 

Dress4Dignity is an initiative of the Robin Hood Ministries—a UK-based char-
ity for the relief of poverty at home and abroad—to be launched on 3 October 
2009 (for more information see www.robinhoodministries.org). On 30 April 
there will be a press launch in Vienna in preparation for the main event at 
which volunteers from Christ Church and the international community will be 
“styled” by hairdressers, make-up specialists and stylists to demonstrate the 
point that although beauty comes from within, it can best be revealed by feeling 
and looking good. Following a photo-shoot at various locations in the city, the 
“models” will make their appearance at an evening event to be held at the British 
Embassy starting at 19.00. The organizers will ensure press coverage.  Members 
of the congregation who would like to help either as models, photographers or 
supporters should contact Rebecca Hannan (tel: 0681/10850313) who will also 
distribute tickets priced at €15 (proceeds to the Robin Hood Ministries).
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Bishop David Hamid, the suffragan Bishop of our Diocese is coming to Christ 
Church on Sunday 26 April to confirm the following teenagers and adults: 
Katharina Buschta, Muringi Hartig, George and Isabella Luke, Nathalie Sylvie, 
Emma Shali Majani, Sangeeta Schinagl, Patrick Schrempf. Martin Hartig will be 
received into the Church of England. Please pray for them.

As Easter approaches we are reminded that Easter has a prelude which we are 
invited to keep! Our marking of Easter loses some of its pungency if we don’t 
take up its invitation. Easter invites us, by its very nature, to mark Maundy 
Thursday with the washing of the disciples’ feet and the one hour watch in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. Easter invites us to mark Good Friday when we hear 
the Good Friday Liturgy and the reading of St John’s account of the Passion. 
On Saturday night we gather for the lighting of the Easter Fire, the blessing of 
the Paschal candle, the hearing of the vigil readings, the reaffirmation of our 
baptismal vows and the first celebration of Holy Communion. These three 
services together with the Sunday Easter 10am celebration are the highlight of 
the Christian year. Through the liturgy we are invited to explore the depths of 
our faith to go forth renewed in hope and love. I look forward to seeing you at 
these services.
Maundy Thursday  20.00 Maundy Thursday Service
Good Friday    18.00 Good Friday Liturgy
Easter Vigil   21.00 Easter Vigil
Eater Sunday   08.00 and 10.00 Easter Sunday Services
Once again the ecumenical service on Good Friday will be held at Christ Church 
at 12.30.

The Retreat will take place in the beautiful monastery of Stift Göttweig, about 45 
to 60 minutes drive west of Vienna. A Benedictine Monastery situated on a hill, 
Göttweig commands a magnificent view of the Wachau and Danube valley. The 
weekend is a time of fellowship, learning and being with God. As you may know 
from reading the March issue of Crossways, Tania Witter, a former member of 
Christ Church, will be talking to us about the tension between our will and God’s, 
using the story of Jonah in the Old Testament. It promises to be an enriching 
weekend. So far have about 20 names and there are ten places left.
Place: Stift Göttweig         Date: 12-14 June 2009 
Time: Arrival by 18.00 on Friday evening. Departure after lunch on Sunday  
 afternoon.
Cost: €80 single room; €150 double room. The cost is per room and covers  
 board and lodging for two nights. 
For enquiries and registration, please contact Andrew Rooke on 203 2893 (home), 
or 050505 ext. 41960 (office).
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1. THE MArTyrS OF 
ECuADOr 1956: “To gain 
what he cannot lose”
They were five young men aged be-
tween 27 and 32, members of Free 
Churches, all of them married and 
four with families of their own. They 
worked with their wives in various 
mission stations among the Ketschua, 
the Jivano and the Colorado Indian 
tribes of South America. They were: 

The Concise Oxford Dictionary de-
fines the word martyr as one who 

undergoes penalty of death for persistence 
in the Christian faith or obedience to the 
Law of Christ, or undergoes death or 
suffering for any great cause. The word 
martyr comes from the Greek for 
witness, i.e. in the case of Christian 
martyrs, those who by their life and 
suffering point to Christ.

There are a number of references in 
the Bible: Rev. 7, 13-14 speaks of 
those clothed in white robes “who 
came out of great tribulation”. Paul 
writes in his second letter to Timothy 
that “all that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution (2.Ti.3, 
12) thus describing the situation of 
the young church of the time. The 
Epistle to the Hebrews (12, 1) tells us 
that we are “compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witness”. When think-
ing about the lives of these martyrs, 
it is unavoidable to remember their 
deaths. It is the prayer of the psalmist 
(90,12) that  he will keep the fact of 
his passing mind when he says: “So 
teach us to number our days that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom”. 
In his script “On the shortness of life”, 
Seneca writes “throughout our life 
we must learn to live, and what may 
surprise you more, throughout our life 
we must learn to die”.

However we regard death, whether 
as a natural process as observed in 
nature with the transformation of the 
trees in autumn through a period of 
rest before an awakening to a new life 
in spring, or as the Greek philoso-

phers taught, that death is the liberat-
ing of the spirit from the prison that 
is the body, or as again we confess 
in the Creed, that there is the “resur-
rection of the body”, the question 
which confronts each and every one 
of us is: What will sustain me when 
that moment comes? It is in the story 
of the life and death of the Christian 
martyrs that we can see where their 
sure foundation was and where their 
hope was anchored.

In the short series of three evenings we 
discovered the answer in the accounts 
of men and women of the twentieth 
century from very different walks of 
life who stand out as witnesses to 
Christ. They are the five young Ameri-
can missionaries, Freechurchmen, 
who died in the jungles of Ecuador 
in 1956; the Anglican Archbishop 
of Uganda Janani Luwuar, martyred 
1977 during the reign of terror of Idi 
Amin, and the Roman Catholic Fran-
ciscan nun Maria Restituta Kafka who 
died on the guillotine in the Landes-
gerichtshof Vienna in 1943 for her 
resistance to the Nazi regime.

20th Century Martyrs
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Peter Fleming and his wife olive. Peter 
came from Seattle, had a master’s de-
gree in philosphy and was a qualified 
teacher. His work was teaching and 
medical care. 
Jim Elliot was from Oregon, a deter-
mined and very consequent young 
man, a graduate from a technical uni-
versity. He and his wife Elizabeth were 
teamed alongside the Flemings.
Ed MacCulley, the son of a bakery 
owner from Milwaukee, had studied 
economics. He was an expert in light 
athletics and was married to Marilou. 
Nathaniel Saint was a qualified tech-
nician and pilot and a missionary 
with the Missionary Aviation Fellow-
ship. He and fellow colleagues flew 
missionaries and medical workers 
and any necessary supplies in their 
light Cessna aircraft to inaccessible 
areas where mission bases had been 
established. Nate Saint was married 
to Marjorie who was responsible for 
manning the radio station which kept 
the stations in touch.
Roger Youderian, with his wife Bar-
bara and their two young children, 
worked among the head-hunting 
Jivaro tribe in the south of the country. 
Roger came from Montana and was 
a lecturer at an agricultural college 
before being sent to Ecuador as a 
missionary. 

These five young men had known one 
another for some time. They had met 
through student organizations and 
evangelistic campaigns. “Preach the 
Gospel to every creature” was the call 
they had all heard and responded and 
in time their attention was directed 

to a hitherto unreached 
tribe in the north east of the 

country: the Aucas. This was a wild 
and little known ethnic group with its 
own language, shy and mistrustful of 
the white man. 

An attempt had been made in 1667 by 
a Jesuit priest to reach the Aucas but 
he had been murdered with spears. 
For 200 years there was no further 
contact with the tribe except for oc-
casional attacks on haciendas by the 
Aucas. Massacres within the tribe 
caused Auca individuals to take ref-
uge in neighbouring tribes including 
the Ketchuas and from whom it was 
possible to glean information about 
the Aucan language and way of life. 
The conduct of rubber planters in the 
nineteenth century had done nothing 
to build up trust between the white 
man and the Auca.

It was to this tribe that the five young 
missionaries felt called. Their prepa-
ration for encounter was long and 
arduous, supported by prayer groups 
in many places. The plan was to fly in 
a light aircraft over Auca settlements, 
to let down gifts that the Auca would 
appreciate and find useful and when 
the moment appeared appropriate, 

1. THE MArTyrS OF ECuADOr 1956
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safe landing and then some time later 
that three Auca had emerged from 
the jungle. A first contact was made. 
The three seemed friendly. When 
the radio remained silent at the next 
arranged time of contact, the wives 
and colleagues waited anxiously for 
a sign of life. On 6 January, a search 
party was sent out. Four bodies were 
found in the river. Ed McCully’s body 
was never recovered.

News of the tragic event was flashed 
around the world and many thou-
sands of Christians began to pray for 
this hitherto unknown people. The 
widows prayed for guidance regard-
ing their future work. Many months 
later, unannounced and unexpectedly, 
an Auca Indian emerged from the 
jungle, approached one of the mis-
sion stations and asked: “Why did 
those white man come to us? What 
did they want?” This was the answer 
to their prayers everyone had waited 
for. Rachel Saint, sister of the Cessna 
pilot and Elizabeth Elliot, widow of 
Jim Elliot, accepted an invitation to 
visit the tribes. The two women lived 
with them for some time, learned their 
language and explained the Gospel. 
Today, over 50 years later, there are 
Auca Christians in Ecuador. 

to land. This was an undertaking 
not entered into lightly or without 
expertise advice. An encouraging sign 
for the missionaries came when the 
Auca reciprocated with gifts for the 
missionaries which were attached to 
the cable from the aircraft and hoisted 
aboard. At the beginning of January 
1956 it seemed the right moment had 
come for a landing. In a diary entry 
previously, Jim Elliot had written: “He 
is no fool who relinquishes what he 
cannot keep, to gain what he cannot 
lose”. Conscious of the risk involved, 
yet clear in their calling to bring the 
good news to this untamed people, 
the young men, their wives and co-
workers held a valedictory on 3 Janu-
ary. They sang a favourite hymn:

We rest on thee, our shield and our  
 Defender
Thine is the battle, thine shall be the       
 praise
When passing through the gates of  
 pearly splendour
Victors, we rest with them through  
 endless days.

Keeping in contact with the mission 
stations by radio, they reported a 

Rev. 7,9 After this I beheld, and lo, 
a great multitude which no man 
could number , of all nations and 
kindreds and people and tongues 
stood before the throne and cried 
saying, Salvation is our God ... and 
to the Lamb.
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The new team of Bazaar Coordinators has now been formed follow-
ing the retirement from the team of Patrick Knox-Peebles and Diana 

Dopheide, who have worked together very successfully for many years. 
David Hope is, however, continuing his coordination role and joining him, 
after being recruited by Patrick and Diana, are Herbert Stenzenberger, a 
longstanding stalwart of the Bazaar and Sheila Hargreaves, a relative new-
comer to Vienna and Christ Church. Both are looking forward to their new 
responsibilities, particularly as Diana will carry on with both the Bookstalls 
and the Shop, for which the new team is unbelievably grateful!

Herbert has assisted Vivian over many years with the Restaurants and has 
previously worked closely with David in setting up the stalls. He has agreed 
to co-ordinate the transport tasks, together with Manfred, and the labour/
helper aspects, the latter tying in with the use of VIS students or other 
groups, which David will continue to arrange. David has many contacts 
ranging from the UN restaurant to the bagpiper and he will continue with 
his usual responsibilities. Sheila will liaise with the stall-holders, lead the 
Sponsor Seeking Team and will co-ordinate publicity.

The search for a star raffle prize to attract buyers is a priority for the Co-
ordination Team and we need your help to identify potential sponsors 
who may be persuaded to donate a “big” prize. Have you any contacts 
with any large firms or organisations which could be generous donors for 
our good cause? Recent star prizes include a laptop and a flat screen TV 
which proved attractive! A couple of suggestions made for other prizes 
are: a pair of ball tickets, a video camera, an i-pod and a return air flight. 
It would be really helpful if we had “names” to approach, so please put 
your thinking caps on. The email addresses of the team are:
david.hope@chello.at; herbert.stenzenberger@aon.at; sheilahargreaves@
aon.at. Mobile phone numbers:  Herbert, 0664 7368557; Sheila, 0676 
7559804. Thank you in advance for your generosity and support!  
     David, Herbert and Sheila

Looking Ahead: Advent Bazaar 2009
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The highlight of a recent visit 
to Cologne was the Kolumba 

Museum there. I hope the following 
may not only be conducive towards 
persuading the members of the Di-
ocesan Synod to visit this singular 
museum, as our Chaplain sincerely 
hopes, but indeed might lure others 
to follow in my footsteps and expe-
rience at first hand the treasures it 
unearths.

Just west of what used to be the 
old centre of the city stood the 
Romanesque and Gothic Church of 
St. Kolumba, reputedly the largest 
and most beautiful of the many old 
churches. Like them and most of the 
old city it was bombed and left in 
ruins in the Second World War. Most 
of the churches and the old town 
were lovingly and painstakingly 
restored to their former state. The 
only thing that had remained intact 

in St. Kolumba, supported by a sole 
resilient pillar, was a beautiful Gothic 
sculpture of the Madonna and child.
This was later installed behind the 
altar of the church built over part of 
the ruins of the old site. The sculp-
ture Madonna in den Trümmern also 
provided a pet name for this new 
Parish Church of St. Kolumba, which 
was consecrated in 1951.

Only a few years ago, the Diocese 
of Cologne was looking for a site 
for a new museum to house their 
invaluable collection of religious 
artworks and the site incorporating 
the aforementioned parish church 
and the excavated ruins was chosen.  
So a thousand years of foundations, 
bricks, mortar, sounds, space and 
the art reflecting them and reflecting 
on them are placed atop and aside 
one another culminating in a mag-
nificent entity. It is a stark piece of 

The Kolumba Museum
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architecture. The rooms vary in size 
and shape are lofty, reminiscent in 
their atmosphere of a cathedral with 
its side chapels. The light enters at 
different heights through plain glass 
panes, affording occasional views of 
the cathedral spires and spreading a 
suffused luminosity as in a church, 
so the  space becomes a place of 
contemplation and adoration. I 
suspect the architects were partly 
inspired by the nearby Ludwig Muse-
um of Art, right next to the cathedral, 
where, as you wander through the 
various eras and “isms” according to 
which the works are exhibited, you 
are treated to an unexpected view 
of the magnificent work in progress 
represented by that cathedral, begun 
so many years ago. The difference 
being that in the Kolumba Museum 

the old and new works are placed 
alongside one another. You are 
given the opportunity to ponder on 
the affinities and contrasts between 
say a fifteenth century Pietà and a 
modern eulogy to cherries. Time 
becomes irrelevant and you experi-
ence a sense of eternity. The more 
you are immersed in the witness of 
artists through time to aspects of 
existential significance, the more the 
gospel message becomes apparent 
and urgent.

The exhibits are exchanged once a 
year. I saw the second combinaton 
of works under the title “ der Mensch 
verlässt die Erde” after a trilogy of 
truly moving and beautiful oil paint-
ings by Felix Droese shown there. To 
be seen until mid September.

Note: Saint Columba (not to be confused with a later Irish saint of the same name) 
was born in Spain in around 257. She fled to France after her betrothal to the son of 
Emperor Aurelian, a persecutor of Christians. She refused marriage  but was quickly 
caught and put in prison. According to popular myth, she was saved from rape while 
in goal by a mother bear, defied death by burning and was eventually beheaded in 273 
at the age of 16. She was buried in Sens and canonized in the sixth century when a 
monastery was founded at the site of her final resting place. She is generally depicted 
with her attributes, a peacock feather and a book, and often with a female bear.
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Iceland is Europe’s westernmost 
country and home to the world’s 

northernmost capital city, Reykjavik. 
Sparsely populated, Iceland is also 
one of the world’s most volcanically 
active regions with more than 200 
volcanoes, and over the past 500 
years Iceland has thrown up a third 
of the earth’s total lava flow. Lava 
fields cover much of the land and 
hot water pumped from under the 
ground supplies much of the coun-
try’s heating - 90 per cent of the 
population have their heating and 
power supplied from hydro-electric 
and geothermal sources. Its volcanic 
background also contributes to the 
nation’s tourism; with explosive 

geysers, relaxing geothermal spas, 
glacier-fed waterfalls, and whale 
watching attract more than 270,000 
visitors a year.
Settled by Norwegian, Scottish and 
Irish immigrants during the late 9th 
and 10th centuries, Iceland boasts 
the world’s oldest continuously 
functioning legislative assembly - 
established in 930, the Althing, was 
originally an annual parliament set 
up to make laws and solve disputes. 
Independent for over 300 years, Ice-
land was ruled by Norway and Den-
mark from the 13th century onwards. 
Limited home rule from Denmark 
was granted in 1874, and in 1918 
Iceland achieved full self-government 
with Denmark retaining control over 
foreign affairs only. Complete inde-
pendence was finally gained in June 
1944. Since then, Iceland has gone 
on to become one of the most pros-
perous countries in the world, with 
literacy, longevity, income, and social 
cohesion being classed as first-rate 
by world standards. However, the 
collapse of the banking system in 
2008 has raised doubts over whether 
the economy had been built on suf-
ficiently sound foundations.

Almost 96 per cent of Iceland’s 
305,026 people are Christian. The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, attend-
ed by 82 per cent of Christians, is 
recognized as the State Church, but W
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A regular series of short articles that focus on different parts of the 
worldwide church each month; bringing news, as well as a prayer of 
or for the area concerned. 

One of Iceland’s spectacular geysers
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there is full religious freedom. Other 
major denominations include Roman 
Catholics at 2.4 per cent. Around 
2.6 per cent claim to be unaffiliated 
and other faiths together make just 
over 1 per cent, comprising mainly 
Baha’i, Buddhist and Muslim. The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church has 
just one diocese under the Bishop 
of Iceland and 2 assistant bishops. 
Each of the 300 parishes is a finan-
cially independent unit, responsible 
for the construction and upkeep of 
its church buildings and all the work 
of the congregation. Besides worship 
services, parish work covers a wide 
range of educational and diaconal 
activities, children’s and youth work. 
There are about 175 clergy, 14 of 
whom work in specialized ministries 
in hospitals and other institutions. 
There are also a number of priests 
serving Icelandic congregations 
abroad. The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church is part of the Porvoo family 
of churches, which encompasses 
the 4 Anglican Churches in Eng-

Pray for: Prime Minister Geir Haarde & the government trying to stabilise the 
financial system; those in other countries experiencing knock-on effects of the 

crash; Karl Sigurbjörnsson, Bishop of Iceland, & the churches in their continu-
ing work and witness; safeguarding of the environment and fragile ecosystems as 
largely untapped natural resources may be seen as the key to recovery from the 

economic crisis.

Information compiled in October 2008 from various sources, by the Revd. Mary J. 
Vickers, from whom further information may be available. Contact her by Email at: 
mpvmailbox-wcf@yahoo.co.uk   ‘World Church Focus’ is produced as a resource for 
local churches, and is partly funded by ‘Christians Aware’ (www.christiansaware.
co.uk).. Articles can be reproduced in church magazines, prayer letters, sermons, etc, 
but wider use needs permission from the Revd. Mary J. Vickers who owns the copyright.

land, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, 
and 8 Nordic and Baltic Churches 
(Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Den-
mark, Finland, Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania). The stated purpose of 
the Porvoo Agreement is “to draw 
the churches involved into a new 
and closer relationship for the sake 
of greater unity and more effective 
mission”. Alongside and as part of 
this, a single Anglican congregation 
meets monthly at a Lutheran church 
in Reykjavik, as part of the Church of 
England Diocese in Europe.

Gullfoss Waterfall
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Dates for your Diary

DATE TIME   EVENT
April 9 (Thurs) 20.00 Maundy Thursday Liturgy 
April 10 (Fri) 12.30 Good Friday Ecumenical Service 
 18.00 Good Friday Liturgy 
April 11 (Sat) 21.00 Easter Vigil and the Blessing of the Easter Fire
April 12 (Sun) 08.00 Said Eucharist
 10.00 Easter Sunday Sung Eucharist with the 
  blessing of the Easter garden
April 17 (Fri) 19.00 Taizé Service
April 19 (Sun) 10.00 Sung Eucharist with Brassissimo 
April 20 (Mon) 18.30 Reading Group The Glass Key 
  by Dashiell Hammett
April 22 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
April 24-26  Visit by Bishop David Hamid
April 26 (Sun) 10.00 Confirmation
April 29 (Wed) 18.30 Church Council meeting
May 1-2  Kaleo Course – Finding your calling
May 3 (Sun) 18.00 A Service of Wholeness and Healing
May 10 (Sun) 08.00 Bishop Bernhard Heitz will preside and preach
 10.00 at both services
May 13 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
May 14 (Thurs) 18.30 Reading Group Diary of a Man in Despair
   by Friedrich Reck-Malleczewen
May 15 (Fri) 19.00 Taizé Service
May 16 (Sat) 16.00 Barn Dance
June 5 (Fri)  Lange Nacht der Kirchen
  (Christ Church not participating this year)
June 7 (Sun)  Sunday School picnic
June 12-14  Retreat led by Revd. Tania Witter
June 19 (Fri) 19.00 Taizé Service
Sept. 12 (Sat) 16.00 Nigerian Fest
Sept. 19 (Sat)  Family Retreat
Sept. 26 (Sat) 10.00 Council Quiet Day led by Pam de Wit
Sept. 27 (Sun) 18.00 Animal Blessing Service
Oct. 4 (Sun) 10.00 Harvest Thanksgiving and First Communion
Oct. 8-11  Archdeaconry Synod, Izmir
Nov. 4/5   Carsten Peter Thiede Symposium
Nov. 8 (Sun) 10.50 Remembrance Sunday
Nov.18 (Wed) 19.00 Diary Day
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Personal Ads

KlavierKlasse – PianoStudio
Wouldn’t you like to learn the piano if 
it were exciting, intelligent, refreshing 
and supporting? From absolute 
beginners to the concert podium, for 
children, adults, advanced learners and 
beginners of any age, for you. Contact: 
Lourenço Finatti, 0676/3323422 or 
finatti@utanet.at.

Computer Doctor Vienna 
Gary fixes and installs your computers. 
Instructs in use of software. Fast and 
reliable, at affordable prices. Tel:  
0650/689 5757 www.computerdoctor 
vienna.com.

Summer Camps 
Shop volunteer Joanna Reutter 
hosts summer camps and courses 
a t  he r  coun t ry  home  in  the 
Styrian hills near Graz. All camps 
and seminars are held in English.  
Adult Seminars:
Yoga Detox Week 1 June-7 June  
Fasting Week  25 June-4 July
Children’s Summer Camps:
Cook and Dance: 5-11 July
Adventure Camp 5-11 July
Golf I: 12-18 July
Golf II: 19-25 July
for more information please go to 
www.hollererhof.com or contact 
Joanna Reutter on 0664-5432869 or    
jo_reu@hotmail.com

Roberta Ofzarec Nigel Reynard

Household help available 
Brenda Kellem is looking for household 
position, live-in or out, flexible working 
hours.  Please contact Brenda 0676 
4333033 or email novemberpiano@
yahoo.com

Household help available 
I am seeking an afternoon/evening 
position as a babysitter, housekeeper, 
or carer of the elderly. I can also look 
after house pets and do the ironing. 
Officially employed. References 
available if required. Please call 
Arunie, 06764157424

Solution to Who’s Who quiz on p.14

This space is reserved for members of the congregation to place private ads. Others will 
be asked to pay a small charge to help towards printing costs.
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