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The opinions expressed in this publication are 
those of the individual authors and should not 
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The Twelve Days of Christmas begin on  Christmas 
Eve and end on the day before Epiphany. Opinions 
are divided as to whether the popular song has any 
deeper significance or is simply a jingle (see p.30) 
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The deadline for submissions for the 
February issue of CROSSWAYS is 15 
January. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication 
to: office@christchurchvienna.org 
AND crossways@aon.at, or phone 
the Editor on 01-285 1802.

Christmas is a time of giving, we’re constantly re-
minded. Certainly, my postbox would seem to bear 

that out. In the last week alone I have received gifts of 
a ballpoint pen (from a human rights organization), a 
desk calendar (from a charity working with paraple-
gics), Christmas cards (from an animal refuge), a key-
ring (I believe from another charity supporting man’s 
best friend, but I threw away the envelope and can’t be 
sure), personalised address labels adorned with cherubs 
and reindeer (from a children’s charity) and shopping 
vouchers from Visa. Did I mention that these gifts were 
accompanied by photos illustrating the depth of human 
misery or—in the case of the animal charities—human 
cruelty, accompanied by letters carefully worded to tug 
at my heart-strings and a bank payment slip? I can’t 
say that I blame the fund-raisers or even resent what at 
any other time of the year would be deemed aggressive 
advertising. Christmas is a time of giving and if each of 
us were to give, just a little, to reputable charities, the 
world would certainly be a better place. This, the 30th, 
issue of Crossways provides several opportunities 
for us to help those less fortunate than ourselves and I 
encourage you to follow this up, however modest your 
contribution.

The gift of time is often more precious than a physical or 
monetary present. Personally, I would love to see under 
the Christmas tree a pledge from someone to proofread 
Crossways carefully each month. Children may 
appreciate a firm commitment from their fathers for 
swimming lessons every Saturday morning; busy moth-
ers might prefer the promise of clean windows to bath 
essence; and grandparents would doubtless jump at the 
chance of computer lessons from their grandchildren in 
preference  to yet another scented candle. I dare say the 
same is true for Christ Church. The most valuable gift 
that you, as a member of the congregation, could make 
is the gift of your time and talents. Give some time to the 
Shop! Initiate a new activity for the community! Volunteer 
for the coffee rota! Encourage the organizers of events 
by the gift of your attendance! Give of yourselves ... and 
have a blessed, joyful Christmas and a healthy, happy 
and prosperous New Year.                     Judy  
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

Das was wir sind wird nie zu wenig sein is taken from a song 
by the Austrian pop-rock band Mondscheiner and was 

released in 2006. Each time I hear the song, usually when trav-
elling by car to one of our congregations (Klagenfurt, Ljubljana 
or Zagreb), I am struck by the positive message of this line. I 
translate it as meaning, ‘What we are is always going to be 
enough!’ or ‘What we are is never too little!’ Das was wir sind 
wird nie zu wenig sein succinctly expresses a tenet of the Christian 
faith that can be lost in a narrowing of our proclamation. The 

Christian faith affirms each person as being in and of themselves of worth: 
the object of God’s love. 

John the Evangelist feels compelled to write about the purpose of Jesus’ life. 
‘For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him’ (John 3.17). It would seem that very early it 
was necessary to reassert the positive message that is Jesus Christ. Das was 
wir sind wird nie zu wenig sein is a reminder that each of us has been given 
resources not only to cope with the challenges that will be ours, but also to 
make something beautiful of our lives. The positive direction that our lives 
are to take can be summed up by paraphrasing Philippians chapter two, 
‘Shine as bright stars because you have received the word of life’. The word 
of life refers to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.

Christians seek to encourage one another by saying that God will not give 
them more than they can cope with. They are referring to a passage from 
Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. There we read, ‘No testing has overtaken 
you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you 
be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the 
way out so that you may be able to endure it’ (1 Corinthians 10.13). Let us 
note two things. Firstly, each of us has a tremendous treasure trove of God-
given resources that we are to call upon and use. Secondly, as Christians 
we are aware of a living relationship between God and us that affords us a 
different but also a life-enhancing perspective.

My thoughts turn to the Christmas story as we begin to prepare ourselves 
to celebrate with families and/or friends this great festival of the Christian 
year. In the visual arts, Jesus together with Mary takes centre stage. Mary 
is an example of Mondscheiner’s maxim that we are never ‘too little’. She 
responds to the message of the angel with the immortal words, 'Be it unto 
me according to thy word.' Joseph likewise is not ‘too little’. He, too, can 
adjust himself to the news of Mary’s pregnancy and stands by her. In both 
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Mary and Joseph we observe the 
attribute of fidelity. In Mary’s 
case she remains faithful to 
God’s spoken word. In Joseph’s 
case he remains faithful to his 
betrothed. He does not abandon 
her, because as Matthew says, 
he is a just man. Both Mary and 
Joseph are people nurtured in 
the Jewish faith making them 
co-workers with God. Dreams 
and angels in the Christmas 
Story point the attentive reader 
to the presence and the work-
ings of God’s Holy Spirit, whom 
the late Bishop John Vincent 
Taylor so beautifully described 
as the Go-between God.

The key is that we are never ‘too little’. We are wondrously made, as the 
psalmist writes. And an element of that wonder lies in our ability to endure, 
to hope against hope because we have been given momentary glimpses of 
how God sees the world: as the object of his inestimable love. The Christmas 
story is such a glimpse. It is not ‘too little’. We need to regain confidence in 
ourselves as being wondrously made. We need to remind ourselves that we 
are made for God who is our beginning, our end and our present. Christmas 
is a good time to do just that.

Das was wir sind wird nie zu wenig sein
Solang wir verstehn und beginnen die Dinge zu sehn

Finally, my prayer for all of us is that the joy of the angels, the eagerness of 
the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men, the obedience of Joseph 
and Mary, and the peace of the Christ child be ours this Christmas and 
always.
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St Luke tells us at the end of his 
story of the birth of Jesus at Beth-

lehem that his mother Mary ‘kept all 
these things and pondered them in 
her heart.’ (Luke 2.19) This is what 
as Christians we do year by year, 
as, in the familiar words of Bishop 
Phillips Brooks’ much loved Christ-
mas hymn, ‘the dark night wakes, the 
Glory breaks, and Christmas comes 
once more.’ The Greek word which St 
Luke uses to speak of Mary’s deep 
and reflective meditation is sumballo, 
from which we get our word ‘sym-
bol’. Mary both keeps and holds on 
to the amazing and overwhelming 
reality of God’s action and presence 
in and through her motherhood, 
and imaginatively reflects upon it, 
going deeper and deeper into the 
meaning of what this birth and this 
child, of which she is so intimately 
a part, is about. She ‘ponders in her 

heart’, and the heart in the 
Bible is not primarily 

the place of feeling, 
but of willing and 

of choosing. Her 
deep reflection 
is to shape her 
life, and brings 
her to the foot of 

the cross, and to 
be part of the wor-
shipping and ex-
pectant community, 
as Luke tells us in 
Acts, awaiting the 

outpouring of 
the Spirit at 
Pentecost.

The angel had said to Mary in the 
moment of annunciation that ‘the 
Holy Spirit will come upon you and 
the power of the Most High will over-
shadow you’ and therefore the child 
she was to bear would be called ‘the 
Son of God.’ And so Mary became, in 
the words of another ancient Chris-
tian hymn, ‘the gate of Heaven’s High 
Lord, the door through which the Light 
has poured.’ 

When Jacob in the ancient story in 
Genesis lay down in a desert place 
and dreamed of a ladder set between 
heaven and earth with the angels of 
God ascending and descending upon 
it, he woke up exclaiming, ‘this is 
none other than the house of God, 
and this is the gate of heaven!’ if 
this was true of the place of Jacob’s 
dream, even more is it true of the 
Mother of the Lord and Christian 
devotion has not hesitated to speak 
of Mary as the temple of God, the 
ark of the covenant, and the gate 
of heaven.

Mary, the ‘Christ-bearer’ reflected 
deeply and imaginatively on what 
Jesus meant, and she has been seen 
as an image, a picture of the church, 
which likewise reflects on and lives 
out the meaning of the God who so 
comes among us. The great move-
ments of renewal in Christian history 
have come about through a return to 
what the Scriptures tell us. We have 
to realise over and over again how 
great and how overwhelming is the 
reality of God’s love which always 
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comes down to the lowest part of 
our need, as it came in Mary’s child 
at Bethlehem. 

Many years ago J.B. Phillips, one of 
the first translators of the Bible into 
contemporary English, wrote a book 
with the title, Your God is too Small. 
He was right then, and is right now. 
Our human tendency is to domesti-
cate God, to make God in our own 
image, to shape him by the culture 
and expectations of our own day. But 
the Gospel message of Christmas—
and of Good Friday and Easter from 
which that Christmas message is 
inseparable—is of a love that goes 
to the uttermost and will never let us 
down and will never let us go. This 
is the ‘amazing grace’ of Evangelical 
conversion; this is the same grace 
which we receive and adore in the 
holy and blessed Sacrament of the 
Eucharist. As John Betjeman put it 
simply, ‘God was man in Palestine, 
and lives today in Bread and Wine’ 
—and so in our hearts, in our will-
ing and our choosing, in our trans-
formed lives as we like Mary live out 
our vocation as ‘Christ-bearers’. 

St John said of the Word of God who 
became flesh, that the light shone in 
the darkness and the darkness was 
not able to overwhelm it, to snuff it 
out. The light of Christ in us is to 
shine in the darkness – the darkness 
of human fear, and violence, and the 
sinful distortions of deception and 
betrayal. At Christmas we celebrate 
the birth of Jesus Christ, God with us, 

God in the muck and the mess (and 
the stench) of a stable at  Bethlehem; 
God as a fragile, new-born child 
laid in the pricking straw of a rough 
feeding-trough; God in the mess of 
our world, a world both beautiful 
and distorted. At Christmas also we 
celebrate our own new birth, the 
Christ born in us. And so we rightly 
sing and pray:

O holy child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in,
Be born in us today.

May the God who came to us at 
Bethlehem to take us by the hand, 
surround you and renew you with 
his love, and light, and grace, that 
you, like blessed Mary, may know 
his peace and joy this Christmas 
and in the year ahead. With every 
blessing,

Rogier van der W
eyden (Bladelin Triptych, 1445-50

+Geoffrey Gibraltar
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Interview with the Chaplain (2)

The first issue of Crossways in February 2006 carried an interview 
with the Chaplain, the Ven. Patrick Curran, with most questions per-
taining to his early life. Almost three years and thirty issues later, I 
thought it appropriate to ask him to share with us his thoughts on his 
dual roles as Chaplain of Christ Church and Archdeacon of the Eastern 
Archdeaconry, as well as his hopes for the future of Christ Church.

You have been Chaplain of Christ 
Church for eight years in what 
must be a challenging and multi-
faceted job. Do you enjoy your 
work?
I was very blessed to be called to 
Christ Church. When I arrived, I 
found a church that was well organ-
ized with its own centre and shop, a 
wonderful choir, organ and organist 
and a number of dedicated members 
of the congregation. It has been, and 
continues to be, a joy to serve as 
Chaplain. 

Part of this is because, in addition 
to my work at Christ Church, I am 
involved in the Ecumenical Council 
of Churches here in Austria and have 
served on the Standing Committee for 
five years. On two occasions I was 
asked to broadcast a message by 
the Austrian Radio (Ö1) for its early 
morning programme Gedanken für den 
Tag. I also accepted an invitation to 
preach on Tag des Judentums. The 
fact that I speak German enables me 
to play an active role in the life of the 
church in Austria. In addition to my 
work in Vienna, I am also responsible 
for the congregations of Klagenfurt, 
Ljubljana and Zagreb. Aileen and I 
together try to visit them ten times a 
year but it is not always easy. 

Does your family share your com-
mitment?
Yes. Lucille comes from a church-go-
ing home and she married me while 
I was in training. I believe we are 
both living out our faith. Like most 
Christian parents, we hoped that by 
giving our children a knowledge of 
the Christian faith they would be able 
to live the faith for the rest of their 
lives. Basically, that’s all any par-
ents can do. One can’t impose ones 
faith on ones children but one can 
give them a structure to grow into. 
I believe in our case, we have been 
successful. Lucille and I are grateful 
that our children have had the op-
portunity, through Christ Church, 
to rub shoulders with people of all 
generations, from all socio-economic 
backgrounds, and from a range of 
nationalities. Christ Church is truly 
a multisocial, multiracial, multigen-
erational society 

Do you enjoy life in Vienna?
I really like Vienna as a city. I have a 
subscription to the Burgtheater and  
particularly enjoy seeing talented ac-
tors such as Nicholas Ofczarek and 
Birgit Minichmayer. Lucille and I also 
attend the State Opera regularly. I feel 
it is important to absorb the culture 
of the country in which one is living. 
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After all, we are for the most part not 
“expats” but people who have chosen 
to live in Austria. It is very important 
to be part of the community to which 
we belong. And we have something 
to give back to Austria. We can show, 
for example, that different cultures 
can work together. In many ways we 
are a model society! 

Your sermons, that are liberally 
interjected with literary quotes—
as well as the occasional pop 
song—reflect your intellectual 
tastes. Can you also do ‘simple’?
Of course! I enjoy preparing for the 
Family Eucharist, for example. I have 
been told that the children and youth 
work has developed during my time, 
although I personally hope to take it 
much further. I am convinced that the 
fact that I had young children—now 
teenagers—helped in my selection 
as Chaplain.

At the same time, however, I don’t 
want to short-change anyone. We 
are living in a complex world and 
members of the congregation have to 
face complex issues in their working 
lives and with their families. I am 
obliged to raise these issues with 
the congregation so that they are 
prepared for discussions of their 
own. Many people have told me that 
they welcome a certain gravitas. Last 
month, for example, a visiting choir 
was overwhelmingly appreciative 
of my sermon on how to read the 
Bible. It is an Anglican tradition to 
give prominence to intellectual facul-

ties. After all, the Reformation was a 
consequence of the Renaissance! Our 
congregation is largely composed of 
professionals in different fields with 
a vast knowledge and I respect this. 
I have a duty to the congregation to 
pose challenging questions and help 
them to formulate answers to difficult 
ethical questions. For example, dur-
ing the Iraq crisis, we had among the 
congregation the personal assistant 
of the IAEA Director-General as well 
as the IAEA Press Officer. 

What would you like to see differ-
ent in Christ Church?
For some years now, we have been 
talking about engaging a second 
stipendiary priest to share the work-
load. It is of course a privilege and 
honour for me to serve as Archdea-
con of the Eastern Archdeaconry as 
well as Chaplain of Christ Church, 
but it comes at a price. I am grateful 
that the congregation facilitates that 
ministry but I do feel overstretched. 
It’s not just the travelling but also the 

Patrick, Lucille, Victoria and Alexandra Curran
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preparation and follow up to those 
visits. We seem to do lots of ‘one-
off’ events using different people’s 
expertise (the Diary Day is an exam-
ple). But there are many people who 
never participate in these activities. 
In order to grow in faith people need 
to do more than simply attend the 10 
o’clock service. We need to engage 
and be engaged. We certainly need 
more volunteers. Recently, we had to 
ask three times in church for people 
to sign up for the coffee rota!

There are many young adults and 
other single people in Vienna who 
have their own lifestyle and who 
might prefer a Sunday evening serv-
ice to the 10 o’clock service. For this, 
we require extra staff. There is little 
point in seeking to increase the size 
of our congregation if we do not have 
enough services to ensure everyone 
has room. Obviously, when I’m not 
in Vienna, I am not able to give di-
rection. Ministry means walking with 
someone. The gospel is a hands-on, 
touching, embracing experience and 
cannot thrive in a “virtual” world. 

So you believe there are still peo-
ple out there who have not yet 
discovered Christ Church?
Certainly. There is a large, untapped 
population of English speakers: staff 
of international organizations here 
in Vienna, parents and teachers 
associated with English-language 
schools or newly arrived members 
of the business community. We 
would like to build new bridges to 

the English-speaking community in 
Vienna. I don’t see why the Anglican 
way should be any less attractive 
than any other seemingly popular 
form of Christian community at the 
moment.

Do you not think that interest in 
religion is declining?
On the contrary, I believe that we 
are living in a world where there is 
greater awareness of religion than in 
the recent past, but religious illiteracy 
is on the increase.

How close are we to engaging a 
second stipendiary priest?
The Diocese of Europe’s Board of Fi-
nance has agreed to provide £15,000 
a year for three years towards a 
second stipendiary priest. This is 
largely in recognition of my work as 
Archdeacon and an acknowledgment 
of the willingness of the chaplaincy 
to allow me to perform those duties. 
At the 2006 Annual General Meet-
ing, members of the Christ Church 
electoral role agreed to cover the 
remaining 50 per cent, but ide-
ally I would like to secure additional 
funding to cover all eventualities. If 
we are successful, I would imagine 
that by September 2009 we would 
have on board, or be advertising 
for, another priest. I would hope for 
someone who would enjoy working 
with teenagers and young adults. I 
would want to hand over to the new 
priest responsibility for our three 
satellite congregations in Klagenfurt, 
Ljubljana and Zagreb.
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Do you believe the congregation 
suffers through your two roles as 
Archdeacon and as Chaplain?
It is frustrating to know that I have 
a double workload and cannot 
aprovide the necessary standard of 
management and pastoral care. The 
resources are simply not there. Not 
everyone understands this dilemma. 
I am very fortunate that Aileen Hackl 
is prepared to take over both services 
and pastoral work in the parish in my 
absence. We must not forget that, 
until recently, we had Sally Wells 
and Tunde Adetayo who, as ordained 
ministers, helped share the work. 
Through her input, Aileen ensures 
that we can continue to meet our 
responsibilities. We need, however, 
to take advantage of the opportuni-
ties that God is affording us. 

What improvements have taken 
place over the past few years?
Even though we may be short-staffed, 
there have been many steps forward. 
We have introduced a number of 
initiatives for children and young 
people—Christingle, the Youth and 
Family Retreat, the Youth Group, for 
example. We have a greatly improved 
church magazine and it has grown 
into a good communication tool. 

We have also carried out major re-
building work. I had long dreamt of 
refurbishing the crypt and building 
an emergency exit, and thanks to 
Herbert Stenzenberger we have not 
only done that but have renovated 
the church interior as well. 

What about our finances? 
We are fortunate as a chaplaincy 
that we are able to meet our financial 
obligations. I am very grateful for 
those who give their time to work in 
the Church Shop and for our annual 
Bazaar. These are our principal fund-
raisers and thanks to these contribu-
tions as well as the planned giving, 
we are in the fortunate position of 
being able to pay off the loan on the 
chaplain’s flat. It’s good to be able 
to concentrate on the ministry and 
not have to worry about a mortgage. 
We are also more blessed than many 
parishes in that we have our own 
premises, although this is a double-
edged sword. The cost of maintaining 
the church is significant. Those who 
don’t have premises to maintain have 
more time to concentrate on sharing 
the faith with others!  After all, it is 
the spiritual dimension that matters 
to people—all else flows from this 
centre. Other chaplaincies in the 
Eastern Archdeaconry lack both the 
material and human resources to 
carry out their duties. You all sup-
port them in part by allowing me to 
visit them.

A final word?
I would like to thank all those who 
support Christ Church and its Chap-
lain in manifold ways, some of which 
I will never know unless you tell me. 
Your prayers for me are appreciated. 
At certain moments, one realises just 
how much Christ Church is able to 
give to the wider community. For this 
we all can be grateful.
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I met her in the eighties when she 

gave a talk at the Don Bosco 
House: a slim woman with glasses 
and a great smile, radiating ener-
gy and joy. I settled down to listen 
and got “hooked” by her amazing 
account. Matter-of-fact and with 

a sense of humour, she spoke of 
her work in an Egyptian shantytown. 
I became aware of her extraordinary 
vision and faith and above all her 
love and compassion. And with it a 
fascinating assurance!

Madeleine Cinquin was born in Brus-
sels on 16 November 1908 into a well-
to-do family, with a Belgian mother 
and French father. She turned into 
a pleasure-loving girl with an active 
social life. No one imagined she would 
persevere when she announced her 
decision to become a nun and work 
among the poor. Nevertheless, in 1931 
she took her vows at Notre-Dame-de-
Sion in Paris and was given the name 
Emmanuelle (“God be with us”). As 
for working with poor children ... her 
Mother Superior decided to send her 
to Turkey to teach girls from distinctly 
upper class backgrounds instead! She 
obeyed. Some years later she was 

transferred to Tunisia and ultimately, 
from 1963-1971, to Egypt. She loved 
Egypt. The drastic change came in 
Alexandria: she had taken a number 
of her students on an outing when 
they passed a group of truly destitute 
children. She suggested a collection to 
offer them a hot meal, knowing that 
the girls had $2,000 between them 
for shopping. The collection came to 
50 cents, whereupon Sr. Emmanuelle 
refused to teach the girls any longer. 

In 1971, at the normal age of retire-
ment, her request to live with and 
for the poorest was granted and 
she moved into the shantytown of 
Ezbet El-Nakhl(1), filthy “home” to 
4,000 people living in and off Cairo’s 
garbage. She managed to rent a nar-
row shed and a stable (2x3m, height 
1.7m)—her home for 11 years—once  
the owner had turned out his goat. 
Quickly accepted and trusted,(3) 
she used the shed as a budding 
kindergarten first thing in the morn-
ing, then as a schoolroom for older 
children, subsequently for mothers 
to learn sewing, hygiene and basic 
medical care and later for alphabet 
and reading classes for the adults 

Soeur Emmanuelle

1 2
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by Marie-Helene Binggeli



and boys if they were not too tired 
after a gruelling day’s work collecting 
and sorting rubbish (two hours by 
two-wheeled donkey carts into Cairo, 
each collecting rubbish from some 
100 houses amid insults, three hours 
back, emptying the rubbish in front of 
their homes, sorting it for usables:(2) 
plastic, metal, clothes, possible edi-
bles for themselves or the animals, the 
rest to be deposited in a giant heap 
nearby. The filth, stench  and poverty 
were indescribable. One of her many 
initiatives was to set up a compost 
factory to utilize the organic waste; 
compost is now sold three months in 
advance! Her years at Ezbet El-Nakhl 
were the happiest of her life, so full of 
love, respect and sharing. 

Gifted intellectually and with a prob-
ing, analytical and unconventional 
mind, Sr. Emmanuelle proved herself 
a practical innovator and manager. 
Visions were the essential first step, 
but to realize them required dedicated 
helpers and funding. Helpers were 
recruited locally, for example, from 
the “Daughters of Mary” following a 
visit to the Coptic Orthodox Bishop 
Athanasios; funding from a grow-
ing number of contacts in Belgium, 
France, and later Switzerland, Austria 
and elsewhere. “Les Amis de Sr. Em-
manuelle” was formed. In 1980 she 
moved to Mokattam, southeast of 
Cairo, where 14,000 people live in 
unimaginable squalor, and in 1985 
to the shantytown of Meadi Tora. 
The Association Soeur Emmanuelle 
(ASMAE) was created in 1985 and 
continues her work. Her main concern 
was always the children and their 

future: qualifications as a way out 
of squalor;(4) kindergartens, schools, 
dispensaries; facilities for learning 
a trade; courses on nutrition and 
hygiene; places for the handicapped 
and the aged. Her work extended to 
Sudan, Lebanon and later to Haiti, the 
Philippines and Senegal. In 1993 she 
was ordered to retire in France. She 
continued with her letters, her reports 
spiked with wisdom. 

She died less than four weeks before 
festivities planned by Monsieur 
Sarkozy to celebrate her 100th 
birthday, probably smiling to herself: 
she didn’t really care for official 
occasions!
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As things turned out, Geraldine did not see another Christmas. For weeks Edward 
had sat by her bedside in the hospice making plans for a quiet celebration at 

home, a pretence contrived, he saw in hindsight, to convince him, rather than her, 
that the inevitable could be delayed. He was glad that he was there to hold her as 
she took her final releasing breath on the morning of 23 December, glad that her 
suffering was at last over, glad that she had not felt obliged to hang on for two more 
agonizing days. He had prayed to a God with whom he, unlike his church-going wife, 
enjoyed a sporadic and slightly awkward relationship, for a gentle, dignified end to 
her gentle, dignified life and, to his surprise, his prayers had been answered.

He was prepared for the stabbing sense of loss as he returned to the home they had 
shared for so many years. Theirs had been an unusually happy marriage. No children, 
no interfering relatives, no financial problems to bring tension or discord to their 
comfortable, harmonious lives. He had declined the invitations of well-meaning friends 
and decided he would spend the holiday season attending to Geraldine’s affairs. In 
the months prior to her final hospitalization and with what little stamina she could 
muster, she had resolutely sorted through her belongings, filling bags and boxes that 
she left, neatly stacked, in the guest room. She had known, without asking, that he 
would follow the instructions written in a shaky hand on the attached labels.

Weary, rudderless and drained of all energy, he did not feel up to driving himself. His 
own inclination would have been to look up the number of the local charity shop and 
ask that Geraldine’s belongings be collected without any involvement on his side. 
He picked up the phone but called Joe, his former driver from his days as a senior 
executive in the city, who, like himself, had retired some three years previously. He 
had occasionally used Joe’s services when they had needed a lift to the airport or to 
an evening event. Joe did not mind coming round to pick him up the following day; in 
fact he jumped at the chance to get out of the house where his wife and sister-in-law 
were in a frenzy of preparations for a family gathering on Christmas Day. 

Their first stop, after a drive through a city teaming with last minute shoppers, was 
the refugee hostel. Joe manoeuvred Geraldine’s heavy sewing machine out of the 
car, while Edward, with an armful of assorted lengths of fabric, rang the bell. The 
door was opened by a very dark complexioned Santa Claus, who had a glass of 
sparkling wine in one hand and a screwdriver in the other. “Just fixing the Christmas 
tree lights”, he explained cheerfully as he led them into a large hall. The room was 
brimming with people of all ages, yelling at the top of their voices in a cacophony 
of languages while, in the background, a radio competed with an incongruous Silent 
Night. Edward and Joe did not understand the words spoken by the women with their 
colourful headscarves, or even recognise the languages, but they heard the excitement 
and pleasure in their voices as they examined the fabrics and lovingly stroked the 
old sewing machine. Gradually, Edward and Joe were drawn into the group, listened 
to children singing songs from their respective countries of origin and were given a 

“Give, and you will receive” Luke 6:38
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plastic plate with an unusual array of home-made biscuits and cake. For two hours, 
Edward was able to put aside his pain, picturing instead the joy his generous, warm-
hearted wife would have derived from the distribution of her belongings. As they 
returned to the car, Edward slipped into the seat beside Joe. “Don’t you want to sit in 
the back, Gov?”, Joe enquired. “It’s Edward now, Joe”, he replied. During the journey 
across town, the two men marvelled as much at the warmth of their reception at the 
hostel as the readiness with which they had offered to spend one afternoon a week 
giving English conversation practice to the residents. 

In no time, it seemed, they had arrived at their next destination, a half-way house for 
the homeless. They removed the bin-bags full of cashmere jumpers, warm trousers 
and other items of Geraldine’s scrupulously laundered wardrobe, from the boot of 
the car and walked up the steps to the door. Again, they found themselves in the 
midst of a Christmas party, with men and women of all ages grouped around a piano. 
They were initially treated with undisguised suspicion, but after some time, found 
themselves in the centre of a fashion show as each of the women residents selected 
items from the large pile and held them up for approval. The sharp pain that Edward 
felt as he saw Geraldine’s favourite cardigan on the back of a delighted, ruddy-faced 
and not very clean middle-aged woman evaporated as he closed his eyes and saw 
Geraldine’s gentle smile of satisfaction. He found himself promising to return to the 
house for a New Year’s Eve celebration.

The final stop of the day was a home for the elderly. Armed with an assortment of 
Geraldine’s possessions of which she had deemed, correctly, Edward would have 
no use, the two men were ushered into a cosy sitting room. They placed Geraldine’s 
large collection of jigsaws, women’s books, scarves, paintbox and other treasures 
on a corner table. Many of the residents had flushed cheeks as they sipped a glass 
of sherry. Some were playing cards, while in a bay window two men in wheel-chairs 
had their heads bent over a chessboard. Edward strolled over to them and quietly 
observed the end of their game. He readily took up the challenge of the winner and 
spent an enjoyable hour at what had been one of his and Geraldine’s favourite pursuits 
before her illness had stolen her powers of concentration. He surprised himself by 
agreeing to come back the following week for another game. Joe helped pass around 
filled glasses and then sat down with two elderly women and a 1,000 piece jigsaw 
puzzle of a night scene of Montmartre. The two men joined residents for a light dinner 
and “Midnight” Mass was held shortly after 9 o’clock. Edward had accepted, at first 
out of politeness, then with growing warmth, an invitation to Christmas lunch the 
following day with Joe and his family. As he sat, head bowed, in the candlelit dining 
room that had been hastily converted to a chapel, he realised that he was wearing his 
pain more comfortably. He knew that he would never entirely fill the void inside him, 
but Geraldine had opened a door and shown him a way forward. “I’m not entirely 
convinced you can hear me, God”, he whispered into his folded hands, “but I have 
a feeling we may become better acquainted in the near future.” 
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22.45 Midnight Mass

Saturday

“You shall find the Babe, wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger” 
Luke 2:12-13
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08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
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08.30 Morning Prayer
08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
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Baptism of Christ

Second Sunday of Epiphany

Detail from Adoration of the Magi by Altichiero da Zevio (ca. 1330-1390)

W E E K  O F  P R A Y E R  F O R  C H R I S T I A N  U N I T Y
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09.30 Holy Communion
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7

14

1

8

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion
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 meeting (tbc)
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19.00 Choir practice

New Year’s Day
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18.30 Ecumenical   
 Service for the   
 Tag des Judentums

“We have seen his star in the east and are come to worship him” 
Matthew 2:2

Detail from Adoration of the Magi by Altichiero da Zevio (ca. 1330-1390)

W E E K  O F  P R A Y E R  F O R  C H R I S T I A N  U N I T Y

18.00 Ecumenical
  Service, Old  
 Catholic Church 
 (15, Rauchfang- 
 kehrerg. 12)
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In December there will be no Taizé Service at Christ Church as we will be holding 
it in Eichgraben with Sister Bertl. It will be on Monday, 8 December at 18.00 in 
the Chapel of St. Michael. If anybody would like to join us, please contact me at 
0650/4050 892. We hope to have a service of Evening Prayer with Songs from 
Taizé at Christ Church on Friday, January 23 at 19.00 (tbc).         Aileen Hackl 

Looking for a new direction, too busy doing everything, just wanting to hear 
more clearly from God? You may wish to join the Kaleo course (Kaleo is the 
Greek for “finding your calling”) to be held at the end of February in the Church 
Centre. It will lead you through a process of exploration of your passions, skills 
and gifts using guiding questions, times of quiet reflection and discussion in 
small groups. The process uncovers the patterns and threads in your life that 
will contribute to an understanding of what it is you were made to be and do. 
Further details in the February issue of Crossways.

In November Richard Lammiman and Patrick Curran joined forces for an evening 
of meditations with guitar music. The response was so positive that we are of-
fering a repeat performance on Friday, 5 December at 19.00. Richard Lammiman 
will play the five guitar preludes by the Brazilian composer Heitor Villa-Lobos 
(1887-1959). Richard is a very gifted player of the classical guitar. The purpose 
of the evening is to create an interplay between music and the word.

The choir has for many years enriched the following two services with their 
choral contribution: the Advent Carol Service (30 November, 18.00) and the 
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols (14 December, 18.00). Both these services 
focus on the Scriptures as they tell and foretell of the birth of Jesus the Messiah, 
the Hope of the Nations. Please note these services in your diary and make every 
attempt to attend. We are blessed to have a choir and capable musicians as 
well as a pipe organ. May we preserve this precious Christian choral tradition 
for others by our active participation.

Do you know what a Christingle is? And if you do, can you remember what 
components make up a Christingle? The young members of our church are in-
vited to a special service on Saturday, 20 December at 16.00 hours. Although 
Christingle services have been held from time to time in the context of the 
Sunday 10.00 service, this is a new venture for the organizers. Together with 
the Sunday School Nativity, this year’s Christingle is for all the church family 
and particularly suitable for young children. Please contact Abigail Zafiropulo 
if you would like to help with the refreshments after the service.
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The Brian Atwell Sing-along is mutating into a fund-raising event for the Vienna 
Rennweg Hospice that has seen at least two of our members cared for over 
the last few years: Sam Matiluko and Maurice Pezet. David Hope will host the 
evening. Professor Gordon Murray will play the piano. Glühwein and mince-pies 
will be provided after the sing-along that will take place on Sunday, 7 December 
at 16.00 in the church.

As many of you already know through the Sunday wrap, Bishop David Hamid, 
our Suffragan Bishop, is coming to Vienna for the weekend of 24/25 April to 
conduct a Confirmation service. Teenagers, those of 12 plus and adults have 
already begun to register. Classes will begin January. There are will be ten 
sessions altogether. Please register with the Church Office by 15 December.

Once a year the 14 churches of the National Ecumenical Council in Austria 
gather to worship together. This year we will assemble for worship in the Old 
Catholic Church in the Rauchfangkehrergasse, Vienna 15, on Friday 23 January, 
at 18.00. The preacher will be Bishop Manfred Scheuer, the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of the Diocese of Innsbruck. 

The Tuesday Lent group will meet at 18.30 for 19.00. Sessions will begin on 
Tuesday, 3 March. There are five sessions altogether (3,10,17,24 and 31 March). 
We will be using the York Course on Prayer. Please note these dates in your 
diary and make a commitment to deepening your faith this Lent. 

The Chaplain seeks to put on a varied and interesting programme of one-off 
events for members of Christ Church so that they may be encouraged to deepen 
their faith. Some regular attendees have noted how few people participate in 
anything much besides Sunday service and fund-raisers. Please consider and 
pray about your participation in the life of the church that you may grow in faith.

This year our special guest at this popular event will be Bishop Geoffrey Rowell. 
Mariedl will open her flat to us on Friday, 19 December at 18.30 for 19.00. 
Bishop Rowell is our Diocesan Bishop. He will be visiting Vienna for the re-
consecration of the Russian Orthodox Cathedral in the Jaurèsgasse which will 
take place on Sunday, 21 December. 
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Stephansdom, the cathedral of 
Vienna, has been the heart of 

the city for nearly a millennium. 
During the fourteenth century the 
church, dating back to 1147 with 
evidence of earlier constructions, 
was completely rebuilt in the Gothic 
style. The south tower completed, 
in 1433, rose up 137 metres high. 
It was the tallest Gothic tower in 
mediaeval Europe. During both 
Ottoman sieges of Vienna it was of 
crucial importance as a watch tower. 
In 1711, the Josephini bell, usually 
called the Pummerin ("Boomer") 
by the people of Vienna was cast 
from 300 cannons captured from 
the Ottoman army after their failed 
siege of Vienna in 1683. Weighing 
22,511kg it was the second largest 
church bell in the Christian world 
and was hung high on a wooden 
cradle in the south tower. It took 
eight men to strike the bell which 
was used for the most special of 
occasions.

After the Soviet army had invaded Vi-
enna on 10 April 1945 a Soviet watch 

THE PUMMERIN

was stationed in the Stephansdom 
south tower as an observation post 
for the bitter street fighting on the 
Danube Canal. The Resistance group 
O5 also hoisted a white flag high on 
the south tower. Captain Gerhard 
Klinkicht was in charge of an 8.8 
cm Flak-battery on the Bisamberg 
Mountain overlooking the city. He 
received the following radioed order 
from the German commander of the 
city: "As a reward for the hoisting of 
the white flag on the Stephansdom, 
fire 100 shells and reduce it to debris 
and ashes". Klinkicht refused to 
carry out the order claiming it was 
impossible considering the distance 
of 14km and the battery range of 
12km. Technically, he was correct. 
It would have been difficult to com-
pletely destroy the cathedral at that 
range but damage to both the build-
ing and the surroundings would have 
been terrible. He was to be recog-
nised as a saviour of Stephansdom. 
On 23 April 1997 Archbishop Chris-
toph Schönborn unveiled a plaque 
in honour of Gerhard Klinkicht on 
Stephansplatz.
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However during the night of 11 to 
12 April, just one day after Klinkicht 
had disregarded the order to destroy 
Stephansdom, sparks from burning 
houses set alight by looters were 
carried by the wind and ignited the 
roof of the cathedral. In the resulting 
inferno, a large portion of the south 
tower, the main choir and windows 
in the west facade were severely 
damaged and the beautifully carved 
1487 Rollinger choir stalls went up 
in flames. The wooden cradle holding 
the Pummerin burned through and 
the huge bell crashed one hundred 
metres onto the stone floor of the 
south tower and, as if a metaphor 
of the chaos all around, shattered 
into pieces. Only the clapper of the 
bell survived. Bombs had previously 
destroyed the main water pipe to the 
cathedral which made an immediate 
extinguishing of the fire impossible. 
On 12 April, just one day later, 22-
ton bombs exploded on the floor of 
the cathedral causing the roof to 
collapse.

The Viennese started rebuilding their 
'Steffl', as the cathedral is affection-
ately called, almost immediately 
after the war ended. By 1952 it was 
completely restored to its former 
glory. The new Pummerin, officially 
named for St. Mary, was cast (partly 
from the old Pummerin's metal) in 
St. Florian, Upper Austria and was 
brought to Vienna in 1952. It was 
installed in the much shorter north 
tower in 1957. With a diameter of 
3,14m, a height of 2,94m and a 

weight of 21.383kg it is the second 
largest bell in Western Europe. It 
rings only on high Catholic holidays 
or on the death of the Pope, the 
archbishop of Vienna or a Federal 
President. At New Year, Austrians 
listen to the strikes of the "Pum-
merin" of Stephansdom broadcast 
exactly at midnight into every home. 
On 12 April 2005 it rang out to the 
memory of the destruction of the old 
bell sixty years before.
 
"For Austrians, the Pummerin is not 
just a bell but a symbol of our iden-
tity," explained a priest in the 'Steffl'. 
"It is a voice of freedom, a voice of 
hardship, a voice of hope and a voice 
of a new life. I hear all of these when 
I hear the Pummerin." 



24

Christ Church Sharing

Sharing is a vital part of Christ 
Church’s activities and central 

to fulfilling its mission as a Christian 
body. Sharing involves the giving of 
money by Christ Church to charities 
which are fulfilling important work 
in addressing, amongst others, so-
cial problems, poverty alleviation, 
humanitarian issues and treating 
illnesses.

Christ Church has a long-standing 
practice of donating 10 per cent of 
its gross income to charities. In re-
cent years this has amounted to an 
annual sum of around €17,000. This 
amount is spread over some 12-15 
different charities, so that a range of 
worthy causes and institutions can 
be supported. The Christ Church 
office collects suggestions from 
parishioners of different charities 
worthy of support and background 
information on these. 

The Church Council has established 
a sub-committee on sharing which 
is presently chaired by Sam Ifeagwu. 
The committee meets to review 
applications and to decide which 

institutions to support. In practice 
some charities are supported over 
a number of years, allowing Christ 
Church to have a greater impact 
and a more meaningful relation-
ship with the relevant institutions. 
The committee presents its recom-
mendations to the Church Council, 
which discusses the choices made 
and eventually approves the list of 
charities to be supported and the 
amounts allocated to each. 

Mostly, the institutions are per-
forming valuable social and 
humanitarian work. Some have a 
strong Christian connection but 
this is not always the case. Some 
are in Austria to give a more direct 
involvement for Christ Church. An 
evaluation of the efficiency and 
effectiveness of institutions is also 
needed. A further consideration is 
the impact that our contribution 
will have on the charity, as some 
are well patronized whilst others 
are desperately in need of support.

In coming issues, we intend to pro-
file a number of the charities that 
Christ Church supports in order to 
give readers a better understanding 
of how the contributions of Christ 
Church are being put to use. The cur-
rent range of charities supported by 
Christ Church is set out on the next 
page. We believe that readers will be 
interested to learn more about their 
activities in due course.

Malcolm Bricknell and  
Miranda Kopetzky 
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1 St. Luke’s Hospital for the Clergy www.stlukeshospital.org.uk

2 Diocesan Ordination Fund

3 Austrian Bibelzentrum www.bibelgesellschaft.at

4
Die Gruft (centre for the homeless run 
by Caritas)

www.gruft.at

5
Möwe (child protection centres in 
Vienna, St.Pölten, Neunkirchen,  
Mistelbach und Mödling)

www.die-moewe.at

6 Bauern helfen Bauern www.bhb.sbg.at

7 Caritas Mobile Hospice www.caritas-wien.at

8

Bishop’s  Advent  Appeal  2008   
(assistance to widows in Karimnagar 
and school children in Rajasthan, 
India)

www.europe.anglican.org 
See p.27

9
Assistance for street children in Bucha-
rest (Father Georg Sporschill SJ)

www.concordia.co.at

10

Silver Star appeal for mothers with 
HELLP syndrome at the Radcliffe Hos-
pital, Oxford (in memory of Sasha van 
Maurik)

www.silverstaroxford.org

11 Prison Visiting Team

12 Gesprengte Ketten www.gesprengteketten.at

13
Co-ordinating Committee for Chris-
tian-Jewish Cooperation in Austria

www.christenundjuden.org

14
Brian Attwell’s children’s home in 
Peru

15 Support for the Dannenmaier family 
after the hurricane in USA



Sunday School Christmas Wishes
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One of the most valuable times 
at this year’s Lambeth Con-

ference, when Anglican bishops 
gathered from around the world, as 
at the one I attended in 1998, was 
the Bible study. Each day I met in a 
group of eight bishops to study St 
John’s Gospel. Our work was to be 
rooted in Scripture. Over two and 
a half weeks we got to know each 
other very well, and I was particu-
larly grateful to have, besides myself 
and an American bishop, six bishops 
from India in my group. 

Having heard much during that time 
about the needs my Indian friends 
have to meet in their dioceses, I said 
I hoped that this year my annual Ad-
vent Appeal would be able to support 
projects in their Dioceses in India. 
They were enormously grateful and 
I am delighted to have found two 
projects as the objects of this year’s 
Advent Appeal.

The first is in the Diocese of Rajas-
than, in the Church of North India, 
where Bishop Collin Theodore (a 
member of the religious community 
known as The Delhi Brotherhood) 
tells me that the Diocese is running 
four hostels for girls and boys (see 
photo), many of whom need financial 
support. As little as £40 a  year sup-
ports one child for school admission, 
tuition fees and hospital expenses, 
and he asks for our help in providing 
for these children. The other project 
is in the Diocese of Karimnagar in 
the Church of South India, one of 

the poorest dioceses in that church. 
Bishop Surya Prakash, who has a 
link with our Diocese as he served 
in our chaplaincy in Stuttgart when 
he was studying there, asks for help 
with a project to support widows 
without anyone to care for them. 
Some of these are young, and they 
are provided with 10 kg of rice each 
month. Twice a year they are given 
saris, and are encouraged to plant 
vegetable gardens and mango, guava 
and other fruit trees in order to be-
come self-sufficient. 

These are good projects which will 
make a real difference to lives. At a 
time when many speak of the diffi-
culties in the Anglican Communion it 
is good that we can build a real link 
with our fellow Christians in India. 
As Christmas comes again and we 
give thanks for God’s generous love 
in the gift of his Son who came to us 
as a new-born child at Bethlehem, 
I ask you to respond generously to 
this Appeal. 

The Bishop’s Advent Appeal

+Geoffrey Gibraltar
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What a beautiful cathedral! 
“That was the response I 

most frequently heard when I started 
telling others about the trip to Dur-
ham I planned to do”, Marianne 
explains. “To tell the truth, the place 
had hitherto been completely un-
known to me. What would lead me 
there was the prospect of taking part 
in a cathedral choir, in the English 
tradition, for one week. Since I had 
been singing in the Christ Church 
choir for almost four years—and 
that was as far as my horizon of 
experience went in terms of English 
church music—I was indeed quite 
eager to get to know the practice on 
the spot.” 

A summer course offered by the 
Royal School of Church Music 
(RSCM) presented that opportunity. 
Directed by an excellent professional 
Choir Master, Matthew Owens, and 
accompanied by an equally profes-
sional and excellent organist, David 
Goodenough, we would, for one 

Singing with Durham

week, sing one service of Choral 
Evensong per day, plus a Choral 
Matins and a Eucharist on the Sun-
day. Our programme included works 
of all epochs; to mention but two, 
we sang Evening Services by Ireland 
and Stanford. Living up to this pro-
gramme required extensive rehears-
ing. Altogether, we would sing for 
five and a half hours daily, including 
the one hour of evensong. 

“As for me”, Christina takes up, “my 
curiosity had been roused by two 
musical friends, so I decided not 
without some trepidation to take up 
the challenge. However, I found to 
my relief that Marianne and I could 
hold our own in a 38-strong mixed 
adult choir, sometimes singing in 
eight parts, and using a very wide-
ranging repertoire.”

And the cathedral? Durham Cathe-
dral is of Norman style: generous 
round arches and massive columns 
four metres in diameter, decorated 
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Durham Cathedral Choir with Christina Stevens (front row, fourth from the left) and Marianne 
Gütler, (front row, third from the right)
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with zigzag and diagonal carving. It 
stands in its place—definitely high 
and ample—like a friendly giant. 
Inside, you feel cosy and secure. 
Until you have to sing! Dressed in 
choir gowns, first of all you have 
to practise processing. A jumble 
of animatedly conversing people 
in colourful robes turns in next to 
no time into four orderly lines that 
are led by a verger in Durham style 
double quick into the choir stalls. 
What breath you have left will take 
you through a three-quarters of an 
hour rehearsal. The evensong there-
after requires the singer to possess, 
besides his acquaintance with the 
music, a reasonable logistical talent, 
as you have to juggle three different 
kinds of music books and one prayer 
book in the right rhythm and to hold 
the proper sheet in your hand at the 
respective occasion.

Yet from all this technical finesse, 
a sound arises from the choir that 
penetrates the whole cathedral’s 
interior. It is as though the space 
were rendered alive. A momentary 
and special situation arises that en-
compasses each participant. 

“I took away a sense of being a small 
chain in a centuries-old tradition 
of praise and prayer set to music, 
and proud to be part of it” Christina 
recalls. “More specifically, I shall 
always remember Matthew urging 
us to ‘Think about what you sing!’; 
cherishing the fellowship and fun 
we enjoyed; and above all relishing 

that glorious blending of our voices 
and the organ into an offering to 
God, truly earth intersecting with 
heaven.”

Anyone who would like to hear for 
themselves how we sounded may 
take the opportunity to listen to Ra-
dio2 Sunday Half hour at Candlemas, 
on 2 February, at 10.30. (The stream 
is available on the Internet until the 
next emission). 

Durham Cathedral
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On 12 October, 
A r c h d e a c o n 

Patrick Curran led us 
in a Harvest Thanks-
giving service, dur-
ing which Barbara 
Ryder was licensed 
as a Reader in the 
Anglican Church in 
Ljubljana. Barbara and husband Kenneth have been members of the Ljubljana 
Anglican Church since 2001 when they chose to live near lovely Lake Bohinj 
in their retirement. Since 2004 Barbara has led over half our monthly services 
during the past 30 months, whenever no ordained minister was available. 

Prior to their move to Slovenia, Barbara and Kenneth had attended Angli-
can/Episcopal churches in Paris, Milan, Trieste and Munich, where Barbara 
began to lead services of Morning Prayer in a small congregation near 
Munich, using the knowledge and skills she had acquired while training 
to be a Reader. 

Archdeacon Patrick Curran officially licensed Barbara as a Reader and 
presented her with a Greek Interlinear New Testament. She was con-
gratulated by the congregation and Churchwardens Roger Pain and 
Dianne Jones, who thanked her for her service to the congregation and 
pledged their support as she leads the Church in Ljubljana in her ca-
pacity as Reader. The congregation presented her with The Bible: The 
Biography by Karen Armstrong as a memento of this important occasion.

News from Ljubljana
by

 D
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The Twelve Days of Christmas ... 
although not considered a carol, is one of the most popular Christmas songs, even 
featured on postage stamps (see p.33)! There are numerous theories about its 
origin. Over the years, many have imbued it with the hidden meaning given below. 
Since we will never know for sure, I leave it to you to decide when you sing the song, 
as you most certainly will this Christmastide, whether the following was the intent 
of the song-writer or is simply a rather nice post factum Christian interpretation:

The PARTRIDGE in the pear tree refers to Jesus Christ.
The TWO TURTLE DOVES refer to the Old and New Testaments.
The THREE FRENCH HENS refer to the virtues faith, hope and charity.
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Letter Box
“Walk for reconciliation” 
We would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank Christ Church for 
supporting our project, particularly  
all those who sponsored us so gen-
erously for the walk that my son, 
Koloman, and I did from the 29 June 
to 31 July 2008. Christine Kohlmann 
has been able to pay € 546,63 into 
the project bank account, every cent 
of which will go to the therapy centre 
in Tuzla, Bosnia.

The walk took us 636 km from my 
home town of Rubery, Worcester-
shire via the canals up to the Penine 
Way and then on to Holy Island 
(Lindisfarne) in Northumbria. It 
was a wonderful and challenging 
experience (blessed with remarkably 
good weather!) during which we met 
many people, including (unexpect-
edly!) a colleague of the Ven. Patrick 
Curran from his student days. We 
thoroughly enjoyed walking through 
the different landscapes: from rural 
Worcestershire to the post-industrial 

Potteries, from sodden peatbog (lots 
of it) to the magnificence of the 
Dales, Hadrian´s Wall and finally 
the open prospects of the Cheviots. 
There were many times when we 
were glad to reflect that every step 
we were taking was going to profit 
others less fortunate than ourselves. 
It is therefore very fitting that the 
name of the therapy centre to be built 
in Tuzla, Bosnia, and which you have 
so kindly supported will be called 
“Koraci Nade”, (Steps of Hope). 

Angie Simek

The FOUR CALLING BIRDS (or more correctly “colley” or blackbirds) refer to   
     the four Gospels and/or the four Evangelists.
The FIVE GOLDEN RINGS refer to the first five books of the Old Testament,
The SIX GEESE A-LAYING refer to the six days of creation.
The SEVEN SWANS A-SWIMMING refer to the seven sacraments.
The EIGHT MAIDS A-MILKING refer to the eight beatitudes.
The NINE LADIES DANCING refer to the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit.
The TEN LORDS A-LEAPING refer to the ten commandments.
The ELEVEN PIPERS PIPING refer to the eleven faithful apostles.
The TWELVE DRUMMERS DRUMMING refers to the twelve points of doctrine in  
     the Apostles’ Creed.
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Dates for your Diary

    DATE TIME   EVENT
Dec. 3 (Wed) 19.00 Church Council Meeting
Dec. 5 (Fri) 19.00 Guitar & Meditation - Richard Lammiman   
  plays the Guitar Preludes by Heitor Villa-Lobos
Dec. 7 (Sun) 16.00 Christmas Carol Sing-along in aid of the  
  Rennweg Hospice, Vienna
Dec. 10 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Dec. 14 (Sun.) 10.00 Sunday School Nativity
 18.00 Nine Lessons and Carols
Dec. 19 (Fri) 18.30 Christmas Carol sing-along and bring and   
  share hosted by Mariedl Page
  Bishop Geoffrey Rowell in attendance
Dec. 20 (Sat) 16.00 Christingle Service
Dec. 24 (Wed) 22.45 Christmas Eve - Midnight Mass
Dec. 25 (Thurs) 08.00 Christmas Day – Holy Communion
 10.00  Sung Eucharist & blessing of the new crib set
Jan. 6 (Tuesday) 18.00 Concert - Brassissimo
Jan. 14 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
Jan. 17 (Sat) 18.30 Ta g  d e s  J u d e n t u m s  Pa r i s h  N a m e n  
  Jesu Schedifkaplatz, XII District
Jan. 18-25  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Jan. 23 (Fri) 18.00 Austrian National Ecumenical Service, Preacher 
  Manfred Scheuer, Bishop of Innsbruck  
  Rauchfangkehrergasse 12, XV District
Jan. 28 (Wed) 19.00 Church Council Meeting (tbc)
Feb. 1 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong
Feb. 8 (Sun) 10.00 Licensing Aileen Hackl as Assistant Chaplain
Feb. 20 (Fri) 18.30 Quiz evening at the Sandberg
Feb. 27/28  Kaleo Course – Finding your calling
March 1 (Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong followed by a talk on the
  OSCE by Ambassdador Ian Cliffe
March 6 (Fri) 09.30 Women’s World Day of Prayer 
  Papua New Guinea
March 25 (Wed) 18.30 ACM
April 24-26  Bishop David Hamid to visit - Confirmation
May 16 (Sat) 16.00 Barn Dance - Himberg
June 7 (Sun) 10.00 Bishop Bernhard Heitz - preside & preach
June 12-14  Retreat lead by Canon Mark Oakley
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Personal Ads

This space is reserved for members of the 
congregation to place private ads. Others 
will be asked to pay a small charge.

Babysitter available 
Experienced, reliable, child-loving 
babysitter (bilingual English/German) 
available evenings/weekends. Prefers 
1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th districts. Tel: 718 5902.

Computer Doctor Vienna 
Gary fixes and installs your computers. 
Instructs in use of software. Fast and 
reliable, at affordable prices. tel: 
0650/689 5757 www.computerdoctor 
vienna.com.

Genossenschaft for sale
There is a modern end-terrace house 
for sale in our quiet international estate 
(Genossenschaft) on 3 levels plus 
basement in Vienna 22; five bedrooms, 
two bathrooms + guest WC. Fully 
equipped kitchen; large lounge; large 
fitted cellar with laundry room; small 
garden, two balconies. Close to public 
transport, shops and 10 mins drive to 
UN and U-Bahn. Parking space, but 
short walk to the new U2 terminus next 
year. For further details, contact Venecia 
Blacker on 2600-21254, daytime.                   
               David Hope



Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:

Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy

A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




