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The happy photo on this month’s cover was taken 
on the occasion of the annual Sunday School pic-
nic, held on 1 June in the grounds of the Prater. 
More details about the picnic can be found on p.27.  
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The deadline for submissions for the 
September issue of CROSSWAYS is 10 
August. Please send contributions 
to be considered for publication 
to: office@christchurchvienna.org 
AND crossways@aon.at, or phone 
the Editor on 01-285 1802.

This month’s cover shows many of the children who 
enjoyed the Sunday School picnic on 1 June (late-

comers and those having too much fun to break off for 
a photo-shoot are missing!). I have always thought of 
the summer months as “children’s months”. Children 
are the ones who seem to get the greatest amount of 
pleasure from long sunny days, who are the first to 
jump into cold water when the swimming pools open 
and are the most enthusiastic about running around 
in green open spaces. Children were uppermost in the 
minds of those who participated in the Christ Church 
retreat in June. Sister Frances, a truly inspirational An-
glican nun and founder of the world’s first children’s 
hospice, described her work with children who are not 
destined to grow to adulthood. Few eyes were dry as 
she described her work.

I was struck the other day by something I heard on the 
news. A father was speaking about his 18-year old son 
who had drowned during a flash flood in Britain. After 
the usual expressions of grief, he said that his greatest 
sorrow was that he would not be able to see the wonder-
ful adult the young man would surely have become. My 
cousin died in a road accident shortly after qualifying 
as a medical doctor at the age of 23, and I remember 
my uncle, also a doctor, regretting most of all that his 
son would not be able to fulfil his lifelong ambition of 
helping others through the practice of medicine. It is 
difficult for anyone, even Christians with the strongest 
faith, to understand why God would take a young life 
and deprive the parents and indeed the world of that 
potential. It is a question that we are often posed by 
non-believers, who press us for proof that God is kind. 
I was reassured, listening to Sister Frances, that she too 
had no ready answer. She simply said that, in time, we 
would understand. She likened life to a jigsaw puzzle: 
as the years go by, more and more pieces fit together. 
At the end of our lives, more likely than not, there will 
still be a few missing pieces somewhere in the centre of 
the puzzle. These are the ones that will come together 
in the Kingdom of Heaven ...            JC
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

This summer the bishops of the Anglican Communion will 
meet in England for the XIV Lambeth Conference. I wrote 

about the upcoming Lambeth Conference last month, highlight-
ing some of the issues that have led to the present lively debates 
and actions especially as they relate to the blessing of same sex 
civil marriages. In this issue of the magazine, I want to look at 
the time after the Lambeth Conference. Why? Because whatever 

the outcomes (I stress outcomes) of the 
Conference these will impact on the life 
of the Anglican Communion for better 
or for worse. They will impact more im-
mediately on Christ Church, Vienna, the 
Eastern Archdeaconry and the Diocese in 
Europe. Why? Because our Diocese in a 
unique way reflects the glorious diversity 
of the people of God of which the Angli-
can Communion through its history is an 
important expression: an expression that 
has nurtured me and many good friends 
into a living faith. I glory in the rich variety 
of peoples that gather at Christ Church, 
Vienna Sunday by Sunday from all races, 
languages and peoples. I give thanks 
always (Ephesians 5.20) for this rich ex-
pression of the work of Christ that is a gift 
from God who binds us together through 
faith in the one Lord Jesus Christ who is 
the image of the Heavenly Father. 

I do not take this expression of Chris-
tian faith in today’s world for granted. 
The unity of our faith needs to be care-
fully nurtured week-by-week, month-
by-month and year-by-year against 
the backdrop of a multitude of ethical 
concerns. The unity that God grants is a 
precious thing. This unity does not mean 
that we will see eye to eye on all ethical 
issues: political, environmental, financial, 
sexual etc. There will be differences of 
opinion. Some of those differences will 
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go very deep and may indeed impair or even rupture the relationships be-
tween brothers and sisters in Christ. We may feel like Martin Luther who 
is purported to have said, ‘Here I stand I can no other!’ This stance must 
be respected, just as other stances need also to be respected.  I think that 
part of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s dilemma results from him being a 
respecter of various opinions. He has his opinion on matters, but he is aware 
that a different tradition may see the matter differently. In a world where 
we want and perhaps need to know for 
sure, this kind of attitude may not win 
you many friends, because you must 
hold your ‘own certainties’ with a degree 
of provisionality.

While in Azerbaijan I met a young 
woman who had been invited by the 
Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE) to a round 
table conference in which she would put 
Italy’s case on a particular issue and a 
Finn would argue Azerbaijan’s case. This 
young woman with her bright eyes and 
eager smile and the willingness of the 
OSCE to sponsor her and the conference 
gives me hope that in a few corners of 
the Church we may be able to develop 
a mode of conversation that will respect 
other people’s points of view by seeking 
to understand them first before con-
demning them. Of course not everything 
goes. Boundaries are set and where those 
boundaries are to be set will vary from 
person to person, parish to parish and 
church to church.

In the time after Lambeth our church 
in Vienna may well be tested. I suspect 
that after the Conference people will take 
different views of the success or failure 
of the same. We may be tempted to side 
with one side or the other. One of the 
things that I have learnt as Archdeacon 

ð
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LOOKING UP

The BUZZARD: if you put a buzzard in a pen that is 6 by 8 feet and entirely open 
at the top, the bird, in spite of its ability to fly, will be a prisoner. The reason is 
that a buzzard always begins a flight from the ground with a run of 10-12 feet. 
Without space to run, it will not even attempt to fly, but will remain a prisoner 
for life in a small jail with no top.

The BAT: the ordinary bat that flies around at night, a remarkably nimble crea-
ture in the air, cannot take off from a level place. If it is placed on flat ground, 
all it can do is shuffle about helplessly and, no doubt, painfully, until it reaches 
some slight elevation from which it can throw itself into the air. Then, at once, 
it takes off like a flash.

The BUMBLEBEE: a bumblebee, if dropped into an open tumbler, will be there 
until it dies, unless it is taken out. It never sees the means of escape at the top, 
but persists in trying to find some way out through the sides near the bottom. It 
will seek a way where none exists, until it completely destroys itself.

PEOPLE: in many ways, we are like the buzzard, the bat, and the bumblebee. We 
struggle with all our problems and frustrations, never realizing that all we have to 

do is look up. Sorrow looks back, worry looks around, but faith looks up.

is that Christian communities and churches are much more resilient than 
the world might believe. There is so much that binds us together, especially 
if we have truly travelled together in faith. One cannot but think of the 
Road to Emmaus story (Luke 24.13-35). There we see two disciples in deep 
conversation with Christ, the Risen One. It is at the end of the conversation 
around the table in the evening that Christ makes himself known to these two 
disciples. At the heart of our common journey let us always set the Lord’s 
meal, the Holy Communion, the Eucharist. For in the end there is only one 
who can bind together Jew and Greek, slave and free (Galatians 3.38) and 
this is Christ – the Lord of Life and Love. And this I believe. Do you?
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the w
ay they pray

Part 2: The Restless Waves

The summer months bring visitors 
to Christ Church from all parts 

of the world and all walks of life. On 
1 June, two such visitors were Rear 
Admiral (retired) David Bawtree and 
his wife, Ann, who is the cousin of 
Christ Church parishioner, Laura 
Fairburn. 

Rear Admiral Bawtree served for 38 
years in the British Royal Navy, the 
last three of those as Flag Officer 
and Naval Base Commander in Port-
smouth where his responsibilities 
included welcoming members of the 
Royal Family whenever they came to  
Portsmouth. Twelve years of his ca-
reer were spent at sea, visiting many 
parts of the world on seven different 
ships. Trained as an engineer, most 
of his work tended, however, to be 
shore-based. He is an Anglican, but 
first and foremost a Christian. “If we 
can’t find an Anglican church on our 
travels, we are happy to worship in a 
Roman Catholic or indeed any other 
church”, he confides. He admits that 
the first phrases he tries to learn in a 
foreign language when arriving in a 
new country are “Where’s the cathe-
dral?” and “My friend will pay!”.

The Royal Navy is the most tradi-
tionally oriented of all the British 
services. “Until some time ago, 

when the IRA started 
shooting people in uni-
form at train stations”, 
David observes, adding 
“officers and sailors 
wore their uniforms on most occa-
sions, and certainly to naval shore 
establishment churches. The last 
few years have seen a new move to 
encourage the wearing of uniforms in 
public. This is largely to re-associate 
the British public with the military. 
We have even seen the introduction 
of homecoming parades for service-
men from Iraq.” 

The respect for tradition is evident 
in the Navy’s approach to religion. 
There have been chaplains ap-
pointed to serve British seafarers 
for centuries. Sir Francis Drake, 
on his 1577-1580 voyage with the 
Golden Hind was accompanied by 
one “Master Francis Fletcher” who 
later wrote The World Encompassed 
by Sir Francis Drake. Another well-
known naval chaplain served under 
Lord Nelson. The Revd. Alexander 
John Scott, an accomplished linguist, 
was with Lord Nelson at his death 
in Trafalgar. In his book Recollections 
of Life in the Victory, Scott describes 
Admiral Nelson as a devout Christian 
who never failed to say his prayers 
on rising or before going to bed. 

This is the second in a series of articles that features visitors to 
Christ Church and their place of worship back home. The first 
article, on the Southern Baptists, appeared in the June issue. If 
you will be bringing friends or family to our church over the sum-
mer and believe that they have an interesting story to tell, please 
contact the Editor (tel. 285 1802) to arrange for an interview. 

ð



8

During his time at Portsmouth, David 
was responsible for the restoration 
of HMS Victory to the condition she 
was in at the Battle of Trafalgar. The 
photo overleaf shows the ship on 
the 200th anniversary of the battle 
in 2005. 

“The hymn Eternal Father, strong to 
save is frequently on the hymn list 
in naval chapels and the last verse 
is sung, usually kneeling, every Sun-
day”, David informs me. The hymn 
(see box) is equally popular the other 
side of the Atlantic Ocean and is oft-
en called the “Na vy Hymn,” be cause 

it is sung at the Na val Acad e my in 
An na po lis, Ma ry land. It was the fa-
vourite hymn of Pres i dent Frank lin 
Roo se velt and was sung at his fun-
er al in Ap ril 1945. The United States 
Na vy Band played it in 1963 as the 
body of Pre si dent John F, Ken ne dy 
was car ried up the steps of the Cap-
i tol to lie in state. “Religion is even 
more firmly entrenched in the US 
Navy than in Great Britain”, David 
explains. He helped organise the 
visit of a choir from the Annapolis 
naval academy to sing in Winchester 
Cathedral, St. George’s Chapel in 
Windsor Castle and other places. He  
was subsequently invited on a return 
visit to the United States.

There are a number of naval churches 
in Britain, the best-known perhaps 
being London’s St. Martin-in-the-
Fields which is the official Admiralty 
Church. All naval training establish-
ments have their own churches. 
Most large ships—aircraft carriers, 
for example—have their own chapel 
and dedicated chaplain while small-
er ships—frigates and destroyers, 
for example—share a chaplain. “On 
smaller ships, the chaplains tend to 
live out of suitcases. When no chap-
lain is present, the captain conducts 
an abbreviated service often using a 
squeeze-box”, David adds. Attend-
ance used to be mandatory, even 
for non-believers. In David’s experi-
ence, members of any monotheistic 
faith were happy to attend services.  
“Chaplains come in many colours”, 
David explains—referring to their 

Rear Admiral David Bawtree at his naval base

A service at sea on HMS Ocean
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denomination. Unlike Army and 
Royal Air Force chaplains they do not 
hold any rank, but they assume the 
rank of the person they are speak-
ing with. Currently, naval chaplains 
are recruited from the Church of 
England, the Church of Scotland 
and other Presbyterian Churches as 
well as the Roman Catholic, Meth-
odist, Baptist and Congregational 
Churches. The Ministry of Defence 
recruits civilian chaplains to provide 
for the spiritual needs of its staff 
who belong to the Hindu, Buddhist, 
Muslim or Jewish faith.
 
Romantic weddings on the high seas  
may have been popularised by the 
screen, but rarely if ever take place 
since captains are not licensed to 
perform marriages. David and Ann 
were married 47 years ago on shore  
by a naval chaplain in Plymouth. 
One ship where weddings take place 
in the captain’s cabin is the HMS 
Warrior, built in 1860 as the world’s 
first ocean-going iron battleship. 
David is Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees. Funerals occasionally take 
place on ship and the Royal Navy is 
prepared to scatter the ashes of any 

Eternal Father, strong to save,
Whose arm hath bound the restless 
wave,
Who biddest the mighty ocean deep
Its own appointed limits keep;
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,
For those in peril on the sea!

O Christ! Whose voice the waters heard
And hushed their raging at Thy Word,
Who walked on the foaming deep,
And calm amidst its rage didst sleep;
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,
For those in peril on the sea!

Most Holy Spirit! Who didst brood
Upon the chaos dark and rude,
And bid its angry tumult cease,
And give, for wild confusion, peace;
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee,
For those in peril on the sea!

O Trinity of love and power!
Our family shield in danger’s hour;
From rock and tempest, fire and foe,
Protect us wheresoever we go;
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee
Glad hymns of praise from land and sea.

deceased serviceman or woman at 
sea. In the event of death aboard 
ship, provided no post mortem is 
required, there is the possibility of 
burial at sea, although David has 
never witnessed it himself. 

We conclude our conversation on a 
happier note as David explains that 
he has seen many babies baptised on 
board ship. “The ship’s bell is turned 
upside down and transformed into a 
font”, he explains. “The name of the 
child is engraved inside the bell”. 

William Whiting (1825-1878)

The newly renovated HMS Victory
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After three years of hosting the 
Lange Nacht at Christ Church 

together with our crack hospitality 
team, we were detailed this year by 
the Crossways  Editor, Judy Castel-
ino, to roam Vienna and report back 
on what goes on outside our little 
world on the Great Night. 

On a hot afternoon of 31 May, that 
would not have been out of place 
in mid-July, we met outside the 
Augustinerkirche amid a deafening 
toll of all the bells of Vienna joining 
to announce the official start of the 
Lange Nacht. 

It being Herz Jesu Freitag, the Roman 
Catholic commemoration of the Sa-
cred Heart, we thought it appropriate 
to start with the “heart vault” of the 
Hapsburg family. It had been a long-
standing practice to remove the inner 
organs of deceased Hapsburgs to fa-
cilitate embalming, and to inter them 
in separate receptacles alongside the 
body. The notorious custom of bury-
ing the bodies in the Kapuzinergruft, 
the hearts in the Augustinerkirche 
and the other organs in the Herzogs-
gruft in the Stephansdom dates back 
to the 17th century, to Ferdinand IV. 
In his will he decreed that his heart 
should be laid at the feet of Our Lady 
of Loreto, to whom he was especially 
devoted owing to an apparently high 
success rate of prayers addressed to 
her, in the chapel dedicated to her 
name in the Imperial Court church 
of the Augustine friars. At the time, 
this was actually a shrine the size 

Lange Nacht der Kirchen

of a three-bedroom house—a 1:1 
replica of the “ house of Mary” in 
Loreto—set bang in the middle of 
the nave. It was removed in the late 
18th century on the orders of Joseph 
II, who abhorred all extravagance 
in worship or anything else for that 
matter, and the present vault was 
created, in which fifty-odd Hapsburg 
hearts are neatly displayed in silver 
urns on shelves. Only two stand out; 
one (Emperor Matthias) is in gold, 
for no particular reason apparently, 
and one has a ribbon tied around 
it. This is the heart urn of the Duke 
of Reichstadt, Napoleon’s son with 
Marie-Louise of Austria. The ribbon 
is quite simply to help guides point it 
out to French tourists fascinated by 
the long distance between the heart 
and its erstwhile owner, now with his 
father in the Invalides in Paris. It was 
Hitler who had the body “returned” 
to Paris in 1940 in the futile hope 
that this gesture would appease the 
French whom he had just invaded, 
and the Viennese were in no hurry 
to point out that there was still a 
heart to go.

This story, and many others, were 
told to a thronging crowd of “ordi-
nary” tourists mingled with Lange 
Nacht devotees by a very dapper 
young Augustinian monk with a de-
lightfully tongue-in–cheek delivery. 
So thronging was the crowd that 
Sally didn’t actually make it into the 
Loreto chapel. Instead, she joined 
a comparable crowd in the choir of 
the main church to hear about the 
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Lange Nacht der Kirchen

proliferation of side-chapels which 
were eventually removed under 
Joseph II with a view to restoring 
the church’s original Gothic dignity. 
The only one left was dedicated to 
St. John of Nepomuk on account of 
his immense popularity. He’s the 
saint you can see by practically every 
bridge in Eastern Austria cradling a 
crucifix and fronds in his arms. 

The Augustinian order is called the 
‘order of preachers’, and justly so. 
When it was time to move on, and 
Sally discreetly slipped away, or tried 
to at least, the monk immediately 
launched into an extempore on peo-
ple escaping from boring sermons, 
and the freedom of Christians to do 
so, and Martin Luther’s writings on 
the subject, and continued with this 
to our embarrassment until we were 
nearly out of the door and back on 
Josephsplatz.

Continuing with the Sa-
cred Heart theme, our next 
call was to our neighbours 
of the Sacré Coeur on 
Rennweg, where a school 
class of fourteen-year-
olds offered a very moving 
and dignified service of 
praise and prayer at-
tended by only a smatter-
ing of people—just their immediate 
families should have nearly filled 
the church!

At Christ Church, we heard Chris-
topher Wentworth-Stanley deliver 
his piece on the history of the An-
glican congregation and church 
building in Vienna. Philip had the 
privilege of doing it in German from 
Christopher’s notes last year, but 
there is nothing like the real thing! 
The audience was spellbound as 
Christopher explained the European 
power politics behind the Austrian 
Government’s decision to allow an 
Anglican church to be built and the 
jockeying (literally) for places in the 
Ambassador’s drawing room  that 
made the building of a proper church 
necessary. We also heard that the 
architect, one Johann Rumpelmayer 
from Bratislava, had only a perfunc-
tory grasp of the principles of Gothic 
church design and that there is a 
very similar church by him in Bern-
dorf, Lower Austria.

Being a very disciplined gentleman, 
Christopher kept to his allotted 
half-hour’s speaking time, and we 

Lighting up for procession at Sacré Coeur

Karlskirche

ð
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were able to repair to the 
Centre for something to 
eat and drink from the 
truly generous spread 
available there. We want 
to have it on record 
that the food at Christ 
Church was the only 
food we saw the whole 
evening. Nikki and Ted 
and Myunghee and Hya-
cinth and Rosalind and 
Abilola and all the other 
contributors cannot be 
thanked enough for this 
important ministry to 

nocturnal pilgrims.

Thus refreshed, we walked up the 
street to our other neighbours, the 
Russian Orthodox Cathedral of St. 
Nicholas, where a concert of spir-
itual choral music was in progress, 
to a packed house. Despite the 
discomfort of standing shoulder-to-
shoulder in great heat (the splendid 
chandelier alone must have raised 
the temperature about five degrees), 
we were deeply moved by the rich 
and devotional tone of the 20-odd 
person choir, singing music from the 
seventeenth century to the present 
day—all with that passionate solem-
nity characteristic of Russian ortho-
doxy. The church building is being 
comprehensively renovated, and 
we were surprised to see that this 
extended even to the interior mural 
paintings. The result is already mag-
nificent, and we can’t imagine what 
it must cost (or who is paying).

Next stop (as they say on the OeBB) 
Karlskirche. We don’t mind admit-
ting that, as practising Anglicans, we 
were drawn by the programme item 
“Bar unter den Saeulen”, and it was 
indeed delightful to sip wine (there 
were soft drinks too) on the steps by 
candlelight overlooking the control-
led bustle of the rest of Karlsplatz. 
Philip fell into conversation with 
one of the barmen, but they talked 
of nothing more spiritual than each 
other”s favourite churches in Vienna 
and why the Franziskanerplatz is 
so special (apparently it features in 
a film with Ethan Hawke). Inside, 
there were crowds of people using 
the “panorama lift” up to the top of 
the dome, but this miraculously did 
not disturb the prayerful atmosphere 
at the steps of the high altar, where 
people were invited to light candles 
and deposit written intercessions, 
accompanied by a Taizé-type en-
semble. According to the programme, 
there were celebrities reading their 
favourite Bible passages at regular 
intervals all through the evening (but 
we somehow missed that), complet-
ing an offering to an urban society 
very fitting for perhaps the most 
in-your-face (in the positive sense) 
church in the city.

We did get Bible readings, though, at 
our next port of call, the Bibelzen-
trum. Christ Church supports its 
work in various ways, and we are 
thinking of giving them a table at our 
next bazaar. To get there, we walked 
through the Museumsquartier and 

The Russian Church
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were struck by the profusion of 
15 to 25 year olds filling every last 
available space in the many cafes 
and restaurants and on the curious 
concrete sofas strewn across the 
main court. Considering this kind of 
competition from “the world” on a 
balmy evening, the churches were 
holding their own incredibly well.

The Bibelzentrum is tucked away at 
the back of the Museumsquartier in 
Breite Gasse. Here, an actress from 
Linz was reading the passages from 
the Old Testament illustrated in 
children’s paintings from Israel ex-
hibited at the centre, with meditative 
harp music in-between. A small but 
dedicated and very young group was 
listening; no-one older than 30. The 
text as we came in was the passage 
from Exodus describing the Lord’s 
Passover, and enjoining Israel to eat 
‘with your cloak tucked under your 
belt, your sandals on your feet and 
your staff in your hand’, very fitting 
for our evening’s pilgrimage.

It was nearly 11 p.m. by now, and 
time to think of winding down. We 

strolled past the 
big museums and 
through Helden-
platz to the Hofbur-
gkapelle, principal 
place of work of the 
Vienna boys’ choir, 
to hear a transcrip-
tion of Mozart’s 
Requiem for string 
quartet performed 
by “stringFizz”. 
Here we bumped 
into another small group from Christ 
Church and wandered  together out 
of the Hofburg to St Michael for 
their nightcap offering at midnight, 
a meditation on the fresco paint-
ings on the 1350 triumphal arch in 
the crossing which were rediscov-
ered during restoration work in the 
seventies. They are only ever really 
visible once a year when specially 
illuminated on the Lange Nacht. They 
show Christ risen, with His cross in 
the background, flanked by Mary 
and John, Peter and Paul, and the 
blessed and the damned. We were 
invited to let our thoughts wander 
upwards, to the accompaniment 
of some Bach pieces played on the 
splendid baroque organ, and to see 
this as a gateway to the Kingdom of 
Heaven. A joint Lord’s Prayer (still 
about 100 people) and a blessing 
ended the long night. 

We extended the blessing to the taxi 
driver who screeched to a halt at 
Philip’s beckoning and got us to our 
well-deserved rest.

The plight of pilgrims in high heels

Mount Sinai and the Golden Calf
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Who’s Who in Christ Church??
Crossways continues with its presentation of members of our 
community. The aim is to get to know each other better and to put 
a name to a familiar face. Guess our mystery people before you 
turn to p.29 to see if you were correct! 

Mystery 
person 
no.1

Our first mystery person’s association with Christ Church dates back to 
1970 when he left the continent of Africa to come to Austria as a student. 
He is well known both within and outside the Nigerian community in Vi-
enna and loved and respected by the congregation at large. If we do not 
see him every Sunday, it is because he and his wife spend most of the year 
in Nigeria, where he is also involved in his Anglican church, particularly 
in youth work. He was appointed by the diocese of Aba as a Knight of St. 
Christopher of the Anglican Communion.

He first came to study radiological sciences at Vienna University on the 
advice of a Nigerian friend who was working in Austria as a deacon. He 
was introduced to an Austrian family from Lower Austria who supported 
him in his studies, and with whom he has maintained close contact over 
the years. They often visit Nigeria and contribute to a number of projects 
there. In order to gain sufficient proficiency in German to enable him to study 
in Austria, our mystery man undertook language training in Mödling. In 
1975, he completed his degree and was offered a post at Vienna’s General 
Hospital (AKH) where he worked for two years as a radiologist. He then 
switched to the General Hospital of Klosterneuburg where he remained for 
a further three years. In 1980, he was asked by the Nigerian Ministry of 
Health to return home. He opened a private practice as a radiologist. He was 
subsequently appointed Head of the Department of Diagnostic Radiology 

in a large clinic. He remains, however, very much an Austrophile, has a 
large number of Austrian friends and looks forward to his annual visits 
to his second homeland.

Our mystery man has five children, all of whom followed his footsteps 
into the medical field. Two of his daughters are medical doctors in Ni-
geria, while his third daughter is a nurse living in Spain. His two sons are 
themselves well known to Christ Church. One of them—a radiologist—
lives and works in Vienna, and he, his wife and two children are regular 
members of the congregation. His second son, who obtained a doctorate 
in biology in Vienna, was offered a post-doctoral post at Cambridge 
University to continue research in cancer therapy. He and his family are 

also committed members of the Christ Church community, although for the 
time being we only see them on visits to Vienna during the boys’ school 
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Who’s Who in Christ Church? ?
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Mystery 
person 
no.2

holidays. Our mystery man is blessed with six grandchildren, whom he tries 
to see as often as possible. In his limited free time—he is still working—he 
plays tennis and has just started golf.

Mystery person no. 2 was born in Colombo, Sri Lanka, in a family where 
the womenfolk were baptised and raised as Anglicans and the menfolk were 
Buddhist. She believes she greatly benefited from this spiritual blend, and 
after church on Sundays, she would listen attentively to the preaching of 
Buddhist monks whom she held in great esteem. By the same token, the 
entire family celebrated Christian holidays, especially Christmas. She 
readily admits that she had no problems whatsoever being a Christian 
in a predominantly non-Christian society and found the different tradi-
tions and customs enriching. When her father died a few years ago, she 
played a major part in the Buddhist almsgiving ceremony that is held 
to honour the recently deceased. After she left school, she started work 
with Sri Lanka Airways (then Airlanka) and used the opportunity to visit 
her aunt who had taken up residence in Vienna. She must have fallen 
in love with Vienna because she decided to look for a job and remain 
in Austria. That was 22 years ago, and she is still here, working for the 
United Nations. She knew her future husband from her time in Sri Lanka; 
he joined her in Austria and the couple married in the Vienna Community 
Church in 1989. Their son was born in 1992 and baptised at Christ Church. 
He was confirmed at Christ Church last year in November. Our mystery lady 
has been a regular member of the congregation since her marriage. She 
cooks Sri Lankan specialities for the Asia stall of the Christ Church Bazaar 
and is always ready to help out.

The family is in the process of settling down in a new home in Gerasdorf, 
just outside Vienna. There is a great deal of renovation to be done and it 
promises to be a busy time. Our mystery lady has already made the ac-
quaintance of her neighbours and acquired a new friend: a starving kitten 
that she rescued from a box in which it was trapped. She has been nurtur-
ing it back to health and now has to find out if it has an owner. The family 
returns to Sri Lanka on holiday every second year or so, but our mystery 
lady’s mother visits from time to time, since all three of her children are now 
settled in Austria with their own families. Her husband is a musician who 
plays the guitar and sings, and he has played at venues both in Austria and 
other countries. Their son is at the Handelschule and is fluent in English, 
German and Singhalese. With a full-time job, family and household, our 
mystery lady has little time for hobbies but very much enjoys being part of 
the Christ Church community and looks forward to Sundays. 
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21

7

15

22

July 2008 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist and baptism
 Sunday School activity in the 
 Centre and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Sunday School activity in the 
 Centre and Crèche

8

1

Seventh Sunday after Trinity

Sunday Monday Tuesday

6

13

20

27 28 29

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School activity in the 
 Centre and Crèche

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School activity in the 
 Centre and Crèche

Eighth Sunday after Trinity

Ninth Sunday after Trinity

Tenth Sunday after Trinity

Crossways wishes its 
readers a happy summer holiday
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4
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10.00 Toddler Group

10.00 Toddler Group

10.00 Toddler Group

09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

17

9

2

16

3

10

09.30 Holy Communion

19.00 Concert from  
 Imperial College,  
 London in Christ  
 Church

23 4

09.30 Holy Communion

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

saint thomas 
the apostle

saint james the 
apostle

30 31
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August 2008 

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School activity in the 
 Crypt and Crèche
12.00 BBQ at the Castelino’s

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist 
 Sunday School activity in the 
 Crypt and Crèche

12

5

Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

Eleventh Sunday after Trinity

Sunday Monday Tuesday

10

3

17

24

31

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.30 Sunday School  
 meeting

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School activity in the 
 Crypt and Crèche

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
 Sunday School activity in the 
 Crypt and Crèche

08.30 Morning Prayer

08.00 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 Mattins followed by Said Eucharist
 Sunday School activity in the 
 Crypt and Crèche

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity

Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
Retreat in Stift Göttweig
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09.30 Holy Communion

09.30 Holy Communion

21

13

6

20

7

14

09.30 Holy Communion

18.30 Reading Group

27 28

09.30 Holy Communion

PARISH OUTING

WALKING ON PREIN 
A/D RAX

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

08.30 Morning Prayer

18.30 Sunday School  
 meeting

08.30 Morning Prayer

Transfiguration 
of Our Lord

The Blessed Virgin 
Mary
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We would like to invite those attending church on Sunday, 24 August to a BBQ 
at our home after the service. Anyone who doesn’t have transport might wish 
to arrange a lift and I will put a list up on the notice board in church so that 
we can have an idea of numbers; perhaps willing drivers could put their names 
down, with the appropriate number of spaces available. Otherwise, take the U-1 
to Kagran, then the A26 bus to Aspern and ask for the stop “Saltenstrasse” 

Our third Christ Church outing will take place on Saturday, 30 August. We will be 
going south in the direction of Graz and will be spending the entire day together. 
The bus will depart from Vienna at 10.00 sharp. Our trip will include visits 
to two contemporary churches, designed by the well known Austrian artists, 
Ernst Fuchs and Friedensreich Hundertwasser, followed by a tour of one of the 
world’s oldest monasteries. After evening prayers, we will enjoy dinner together 
before returning home at around 22.00. The cost, including the bus, three tours 
and dinner (excl. drinks) is EUR 35. Please ensure your place on the bus by 
contacting Nikki Hertford-Scheiber on 02235-84906 who will give more details. 

Soundings will resume in September. Soundings is a church based discussion 
group that meets on Tuesdays. The Soundings co-ordinator is the Chaplain. 
Soup is provided from 1830 onwards. Formal sessions begin soon after 1900. 
We aim to finish by 2030. The dates are as follows: 30 September; 7, 21, 28 
October; 4, 11, 18, 25 October. The theme for the autumn will be announced in 
the September issue of Crossways and via the wrap.

This year’s archdeaconry synod will be held on Corfu where there is an Anglican 
church and congregation. The archdeaconry representatives for Christ Church, 
Vienna are Hyacinth Oesterlin, Nikki Hertford-Scheiber, Miranda Kopetzky, Philip 
Reading and  Revd. Aileen Hackl. The Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese in Europe, 
David Hamid, and the Diocesan Director of Ordinands will be in attendance.

John and Judy Castelino (285 1802)

Please pray for Matt Klein and Patricia Zimmermann who are getting married 
in the States on 26 July. Please also keep in your prayers Patrick Knox-Peebles 
who will lead his daughter to the altar on 2 August in the parish church in Prein 
an der Rax. Felicity will marry Nicholas Guttormsen who is Norwegian. 

The Imperial Music Society of Imperial College, London will be holding a concert 
in Christ Church on Thursday, 3 July at 19.00. 
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On 28 August the Reading Group will meet to discuss Birds without Wings by 
Louis de Bernieres. We will meet in the Church Centre. After the discussion we 
will retire to the garden of the Steirische Botschaft for a light snack and a drink. 
(Thursday 28 August, 1830).
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Our traditional hike on the Rax will take place on Saturday, 23 August. As usual, 
Patrick Knox-Peebles is our host. Serious hikers, leisurely walkers and those in 
between are welcome to join. There will be two groups, one taking a shorter 
route, and the other a more demanding hike. The seasoned hikers will go up to 
the point where Niederosterrich meets Steiermark, at around 1,900 metres and 
will last about five hours. Both groups will meet up for lunch in Patrick’s summer 
home. Patrick will provide drinks but participants should bring something along 
to share with others for lunch. Bring bottles to fill with water, good strong shoes 
and of course head covering/sun protection. Please call Patrick for directions 
on how to get to his house (tel. 713 5175). 

Please be informed that Deborah Walker and others are organising a one day 
Youth and Family Retreat for members of Christ Church. The day will include 
a treasure hunt, lunch, break-out sessions, free-time, a campfire, prayer and 
much more. Please contact Deborah Walker for further details: dwalker@
dewtank.com. The Retreat will be held at the Schönstattzentrum Kahlenberg 
on 13 September, 1000.

It was agreed by the Council that Laura Fairburn should train as a Reader on 
the Chaplain’s recommendation. Laura served for many years in the Lutheran 
Church in Austria as a Christian educator. Readers are lay people in the Church 
of England, from all walks of life, who are called by God, theologically trained 
and licensed by the Church to preach, teach, lead worship and assist in pastoral, 
evangelistic and liturgical work. Although the paper work has not been com-
pleted by the diocese I asked Laura to lead Morning Prayer on two occasions on 
a Wednesday during the Revd. Aileen Hackl’s absence from Christ Church due 
to her fall.  Laura will lead Morning Prayer again on Wednesday, 9 July.

Aileen is doing much better and was able to lead the worship on two Sundays 
during June when the Chaplain was away on church business. Although progress 
is slow Aileen is hopeful that she can resume all her duties by December which 
include leading worship in Ljubljana and Zagreb from time to time.
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Part Two: George Herbert

In order to better understand the 
hymn-writers, we must know 

something of the time in which they 
lived. George Herbert, although only 
40 years of age when he died, lived 
to see three monarchs on the English 
throne: Elizabeth 1 (1558-1603); 
James I (1603-1625) and Charles I 
(1625-1649). Herbert’s contempo-
raries were, for example, the explorer 
and circumnavigator of the globe, Sir 
Francis Drake, John Hawkins, the 
first English slave-trader and the 
great bard, William Shakespeare. 

It was an age in which Britain de-
veloped into a significant sea power. 
Drake’s daring sea journeys to the 
hitherto little known West discov-
ered the riches to be had in the New 
World, and treasures such as pearls, 
hides and sugar were shipped back to 
England. The great European powers 
of the 16th century were England, 
France and Spain. The Netherlands 
was ruled by Spain and were locked 
in a continual struggle for independ-
ence. Socially it was a period when 
the plague visited British shores, 
followed by famine. The price of corn 

rose and the population was heavily 
taxed to finance the war with Spain 
(Spanish Armada 1588). 

However, trade continued to flourish 
and the East India Company was 
founded. Henry VIII’s dissolution of 
the monasteries led to the collapse 
of the ministry to the poor, hitherto 
an important contribution of the 
cloister to the care of the destitute. A 
compulsory poor rate was imposed 
(Poor Law, 1597) and well know 
institutions were founded such as 
Christ Hospital for the education 
of boys, St. Bartholomew’s and St. 
Thomas’ Hospitals for the care of 
the sick and Bethlehem, later Bed-
lam, for the accommodation of the 
insane. “England lived in terror of the 
tramp”, we read. The vagabond was 
hated and feared. Some of us may 
remember the nursery-rhyme:
Hark, hark, the dogs do bark, 
The beggars are coming to town. 
Some in rags and some in tags 
And some in silken gowns. 
Some gave them white bread 
And some gave them brown. 
Some gave them a good horsewhip 
And sent them out of town. 

In his drama King Lear, Shakespeare 
writes: “Our best beggars are the 
poorest thing superfluous”. George 
Herbert must often have encoun-
tered the elderly, the sick and small 
children in this condition. 

Under the influence of the Reforma-
tion, the English prayer-book, the 39 
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by Laura Fairburn

articles of religion and the English 
translation of the Bible (King James, 
1611) were published. 

On continental Europe, the Hapsburgs 
were in power. In 1618, the Thirty  
Years War began, a conflict in which 
religion and politics were closely 
mingled. One colourful character of 
this time was Rudolf II (1576-1612). 
He resided in Prague and occupied 
himself, among other things, with 
astrology and art. The collection of 
Brueghel paintings in the Viennese 
art history museum can be traced 
back to his initiative. It was the age of 
alchemy. Originating independently 
in Egypt and China, it remained, for 
1500 years, a legitimate branch of 
science and philosophy. Throughout 
Europe alchemists searched for the 
“philosopher’s stone”, or hypotheti-
cal substance, sometimes termed 
elixir or tincture which was thought 
to be able to turn base metals into 
gold and was sometimes accredited 

with powers of healing and immor-
tality. The philosopher’s stone stood 
for secret wisdom, the great discov-
ery that would transform life. 

This was the world into which 
George Herbert was born on 3 April 
1593 in Montgomery, Wales. He was 
one of ten children. After his father’s 
death, George’s mother raised the 
children by herself. Mrs. Herbert 
was patron to Revd. John Donne 
(1571-1631), the “passionate Dean 
of St. Paul’s, London.

George Herbert was educated at 
Westminster School and Trinity 
College, Cambridge. He wrote cir-
cular verse and sonnets as well 
as religious composition. He was 
elected a major Fellow of Trinity, 
was Reader in Rhetoric at Cam-
bridge and a public orator. He was 
elected to represent Montgomery in 
parliament in 1624-1625. Herbert’s  
mother died in 1627 and John Donne 
gave the funeral sermon. Two years 
later, George Herbert married Jane 
Denvers and his brother Edward 
was raised to the peerage.  But the 
following year, Herbert laid aside 
his secular ambitions and took holy 
orders. He became Rector of Be-
merton by Salisbury and the Gothic 
Cathedral would have been a familiar 
sight to him. He preached and wrote 
and rebuilt his church, funding it 
partly from his own pocket. He was 
a true pastor and cared deeply for 
his parishioners. The vagrant poor 
must often have turned to him for 

(continued on p.25)
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The 2008 Retreat

The 2008 Christ Church retreat was held, as last year, in the beautiful 
monastery of Göttweig, overlooking the Danube in the Wachau. Our 

retreat leader was Sister Frances Domenica, an Anglican nun and former 
Mother Superior who founded the first children’s hospice in the world. We 
were transfixed by Sister Frances’ account of her work with children with 
life-shortening diseases and the way in which she and her helpers were able 
to bring comfort and solace to countless families before, during and after 
the death of a beloved child or sibling. She explained, simply and modestly, 
how she came to know what God expected from her and how each one of us 
can come to the same realisation. These short paragraphs cannot attempt to 
describe her work. A full interview will be featured in a forthcoming issue. 

Suffice it to say that Sister Frances moved and inspired 
us and brought us a step closer to understanding the 
mysterious ways in which God moves. 

Each of us took with him or her a particular message: 
one lesson that I personally learnt is that God does not 
expect us to spread ourselves too thinly: if we can help 
one person in need in one way, then that is already an 

Eucharist in the Chapel
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help. He became known as “Holy 
Mr. Herbert” until his death in 1633 
from tuberculosis. 

He requested that his Priest to the 
Temple, a manual of practical advice 
to country parsons, should only be 
published if it would do good to any 
“dejected poor souls”. The book 
was highly popular and enjoyed 13 
printings in 50 years. George Herbert 
is commemorated in the Anglican 

calendar on 27 February. Some of 
his well-known hymns are: King of 
Glory, King of Peace; Let All the World; 
and Teach me my God and King. It is 
in that last hymn that “the famous 
stone which turneth all to gold” is 
mentioned being the humility with 
which the Christian is called to serve 
the Lord.

Literature used: The Temple: collected poems, 
Collins Encyclopaedia 

(continued from p.24)

accomplishment. Each of us has a special gift that can be 
used in the service of God, and with the help of God we will 
be able to find it. Sister Frances, whose face shone when 
she spoke of her “little friends”, displayed a  matter-of-
fact compassion with no hint of sentimentality and was 
indeed our guiding light throughout the weekend. 

We enjoyed the reverence and dignity of the old monas-
tery. Some went on a guided tour—always an interesting 
option—while others witnessed a military wedding in 
the monastery’s church. We celebrated Compline in the 
auditorium and Eucharist in the chapel, led by our chap-
lain, the Ven. Patrick Curran. It was a time to meet old 
friends and make new ones, welcome back to our midst 
“old-timers” who no longer reside in Austria and deepen 
our understanding of our church and community.  

Eucharist in the ChapelSister Frances Lunch in the Refectory

Patrick Curran thanks organizer Andrew Rooke

Breakfast and companionship
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Barn Dance
Fun Times

Picture an orchard, about the 
size of four tennis courts, with 

mature fruit trees nestling amongst 
knee-high grasses and wild flowers, 
a rough track to one side leading to 
a Pooh Sticks bridge over a fast flow-
ing stream. Christopher Robin and 
his friends would have loved it!! This 
was the wild side of the idyllic loca-
tion for the Barn Dance, with the 
area surrounding the Barn roughly 
cut so as to allow the many children 
to play, which they did happily and 
with a freedom that most children 
do not now experience.
 
The Barn is open on three sides 
but the air was soft and balmy so 
the tent was not really needed this 
year, unlike other years, I am told. 
A bar, manned by Alec Hadfield 
and Lindsey Souter and a delicious 
buffet, served by Hyacinth Österlin 
and her trusty team, ensured that 
everyone was suitably refreshed 
before David Hope called us onto 
the floor. His style, gentle and en-

couraging, ensured a thoroughly 
good time was had by all. We were 
lucky to have some dancers present 
who knew the steps and helped the 
more directionally challenged but 
Scottish dancing requires a sense of 
humour and there was much laugh-
ter too! As a first timer, I couldn’t 
help wondering if everyone would 
know the dances except me. My 
reservations were groundless and 
I had a great  time, dancing, chat-
ting to people, eating lovely food 
and drinking chilled white wine! An 
excellent evening thanks to Nikki 
and Ted Scheiber, who provided the 
location and organized the event, 
as well as all those who turned up 
early to help. Sheila Hargreaves

The bonfire was enjoyed by all
There was lots of space for all age-groups

Beginners were welcome!
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Sunday School Picnic 

Wedding

Once again, God smiled on one of the most enjoyable and fun-filled events 
of the Christ Church social calendar: the annual Sunday School picnic. It 
seemed that a record number of children and their parents had turned out 
on a gloriously warm and sunny first of June in the Prater park. While some 
youngsters—and young at heart—demonstrated their football prowess, par-
ents set out a delicious spread on the tables. “We made fairy cakes and they’re 
very good”, four-year old Nadia informed us proudly ... and right she was!  JC

Weddings are always special occa-
sions but the ceremony that took 
place at Christ Church on Saturday,  
24 May was a particularly moving 
one. Both Manfred Reiter and Anne-
liese Schäfer had loved and lost, but 
when eventually their paths crossed 
they were ready for a second chance 
of happiness. The Ven. Patrick Cur-
ran officiated at the service, in Ger-
man, assisted by the Revd. Aileen 
Hackl. As the proud groom, with his 
radiant bride, walked down the aisle 
at the end of the service on their way 
to a new life as Mr. and Mrs. Reiter,  
they took with them the heartfelt 
wishes of the entire congregation for 
a joyous and fulfilling future.       JC
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Dates for your Diary

DATE TIME   EVENT

August 23 (Sat)   Walking: Prein an der Rax

August 24 (Sun) 12.00  BBQ at the Castelino’s 

   (Saltenstrasse 65, Vienna 22)

August 30 (Sat)   Parish Outing to Styria incl. 

   Rein Monastery

August 31 (Sun) 10.00  Matins followed by Said Eucharist

Sept.3 (Wed) 19.00  Prayer Ministry

Sept. 7 (Sun) 18.00  Choral Evensong

Sept. 11-15   Archdeaconry Synod, Corfu

Sept. 14 (Sun) 08.00  Celebrant and preacher

 10.00  Dr Paul Kennedy

Sept. 17 (Wed) 19.00  Church Council Meeting

Sept.20 (Sat) 16.00  Nigerian Fest at Christus Hoffnung   

   der Welt (near the VIC)

October 5 (Sun) 10.00  Harvest Thanksgiving: 

   Family Eucharist

October 29 (Wed) 19.00  Church Council Meeting

Nov.23 (Sun) 10.00  Bishop John Okuro preaching

Nov. 29 (Sat)   Annual Bazaar

Nov. 30 (Sun) 10.00  Advent Carol Service

Dec. 3 (Wed) 19.00  Church Council Meeting

Dec. 14 (Sun.) 10.00  Sunday School Nativity 

 18.00  Nine Lessons and carols

Dec. 20 (Sat) 16.00  Christingle Service
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Personal Ads
T

his space is reserved for m
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O
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klavierklasse – PianoStudio
Wouldn’t you like to learn the piano if 
it were exciting, intelligent, refreshing 
and supporting? It can be all that and 
much more! From absolute beginners 
to the concert podium, for children, 
adults,  advanced learners and 
beginners of any age, for you. Contact: 
Lourenço Finatti, 0676/3323422 or 
finatti@utanet.at.

babysitter available 
Experienced, reliable, child-loving 
babysitter (bilingual English/German) 
available evenings/weekends. Prefers 
1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th districts. Tel: 718 5902.

Computer Doctor Vienna 
Gary fixes and installs your computers. 
Instructs in use of software. Fast and 
reliable, at affordable prices. Tel:  
0650/689 5757 www.computerdoctor 
vienna.com.

Household help needed!
We are looking for a long-term, reliable 
household help who is comfortable 
with dogs, for our house in the 22nd 
district, 16-20 hours a week. We hope 
to find someone who is free to live in 
when we are away, take the dogs for 
walks, look after the house etc. We 
would prefer someone who lives in 
Vienna 22, who speaks English and 
German, although just German is 
also acceptable. References required! 
Please call 01-285 1802.

Patrick Eluemuno Agu Preethi Perera

Solution to Who’s Who quiz on p.14

Jam jars needed
Graham and Jenny Ratcliffe are starting 
preparations for the Bazaar! Please 
put aside empty jam jars for Jenny 
to fill with her legendary jams and 
marmalades for sale at the Bazaar. 
Please call them on 02262/64253 or 
email jennie.ratcliffe@utanet.at. 

For sale
(1) Large collection of Judaistic biblical 
volumes in German and English.
(2) Antique 14th century chinese 
ornamental wooden carvings. Please 
contact Laura Fairburn 01-3101766

Accommodation sought
A self-contained, unfurnished or 
partly furnished garconnière needed in 
Vienna for one person. Please contact 
Laura Fairburn 01-3101766  



bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück/Return address if not claimed:
Christ Church Vienna, c/o british Embassy

A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12




