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The deadline for submissions for
next issue of CROSSWAYS is 16
February.  Please send personal
ads or articles to be considered for
publication as far in advance as
possible to the Church office:
office@christchurchvienna.org,
copy to: crossways@aon.at.

In this issueEditorial

I am writing these lines during the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity. Although by the time this issue of
Crossways arrives in your letter-box, the special week
will be over, its various messages remain with us for
the rest of the year and beyond. The theme of this year’s
Week of Prayer  (‘He even makes the deaf to hear and
the mute to speak’) urges us as Christians, regardless
of denomination, to join together to help alleviate human
suffering. On Sunday, 21 January we sang Charles
Wesley’s moving hymn O for a thousand tongues to sing
my great Redeemer’s praise with the memorable verse:

          “Hear Him, ye deaf; His praise, ye dumb,
Your loosened tongues employ;
Ye blind, behold your Savior come,
And leap, ye lame, for joy.”

On February 22, our own bishop, Bishop Geoffrey, has
been invited to give a lecture on The Theology of Glory in
the Church of England at Pro Oriente. For those unfamiliar
with this movement, it was an initiative of Austria’s
much loved and respected Cardinal König (1905-2004),
designed to promote a better understanding between
Eastern and Western Christians. A strong supporter of
the ecuminical movement, Cardinal König also strived
to bridge the divide with other world religions including
Islam. It is indicative of his efforts to achieve a dialogue
between religions that his funeral was attended by a
large number of Christian Orthodox leaders and a
Muslim delegation. The Pro Oriente movement is one
of his most important legacies. The February calendar,
on pp. 16 and 17 shows some of the main protagonists
of the movement as well as the Archbishop of
Canterbury. Together, the four church leaders pictured
represent the main churches involved in the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity initiative.

In a small way,  Christ Church is a perfect example of
Christian unity, bringing together as it does people from
different countries, different languages and baptised in
different churches. Our own diversity enables us to
understand the imperative of unity and the strength of
independence as well as the unique and fragile cord
that allows both not only to coexist but to be mutually
supportive. Ed.
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The Venerable Patrick Curran

Towards the end of November an attempt was made to break
into the church office via the side entrance. Fortunately who-
ever it was only got as far as the church office door. Either they
were disturbed or the key that was sticking in the lock of the
door on the other side hindered them from getting into the church
office. I mentioned the break-in to a few people and how fortu-
nate we had been that there had not been more damage. I was

mildly surprised to hear the following reaction more than once. “What
would they have wanted to steal? There isn’t much of value anyway!” At
one level that is true, “We are not laying up for ourselves treasures on
earth!”

On reflection I was mildly surprised by the reaction because there are
many things in the office of value to me, actually to all of us.  It is not the
computer per se that is of value, but the information it contains. There are
thousands of emails and many hundreds of documents stored on it. Through
the office portal via broadband, the internet and the computer I (we) am
(are) in constant communication with people across Vienna, Europe and
beyond and especially with people working in London and in Eastern Eu-
rope. To have a significant disruption in communication because the com-
puter had been stolen or to loose hundreds of electronically stored docu-
ments and emails would be a disaster. Fortunately Miranda regularly backs-
up the data so that it would not have been a national church catastrophe.

The office also contains a part of my theological and liturgical library. If
these were stolen it would be a loss to me. Some of those books have been
my companions since my school days. I use a number of them in drawing
up services. There are others items of value such as letters and informa-
tion relating to the history of our church that it would be sad to lose.
Probably these things would not have been stolen and the robbers would
have been satisfied with the computer, the telephone and the printer. They
may have left a mess rummaging around for money. The value of knowing
where something is should not be discounted.

The value is not monetary. It lies in the information and the time spent
communicating and writing. Most likely these would have been of little or
no use to the robbers. Unless you suggest that behind the break-in we are
dealing with the church equivalent of business espionage. Was the at-
tempted break-in to attain top secret church strategies, Christ Church
business plans or safely guarded theological arguments?

February 2007xx.pmd 1/22/2007, 4:15 PM4
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Today many of us are tempted to see value through a price tag and pos-
sessions. There is another sort of value which belongs to the soul and the
life of the Spirit. It can be encountered! After Christmas members of the
Curran family had the good fortune to be able to spend five days in Venice.
It was wonderful to be there to soak in the atmosphere, to walk through
this living museum, to meet the friendly Venetians, to be inspired by this
Christian city and to be simply amazed. I have come back from the trip
much enriched. The value is much more than the euros spent. We could
have spent less. We could have spent more, but much! The real value of
that trip is not how much we spent but rather what remains. I can’t and
won’t put a price tag on it. Venice lingers on. It is a beautiful experience.

As Lent approaches I would remind you that Lent is a season of the Church
you can read about. You can study its rituals and how it has been ob-
served over the centuries. There is value in that approach. There will be
many articles and documentaries on the radio and TV about the practices
and rituals of Lent beginning with Ash Wednesday and in the Anglo-Saxon
world with Shrove Tuesday now commonly known as Pancake Tuesday.
Lent is like Venice. You can read about it. You can look at pictures about
it. You can listen to others talk about it. All that is fine and good, but there
is more. The more is found in actually visiting Lent. It is found in engaging
with Lent by observing the fast that is to be our companion in our Lenten
observance. By participating fully in the Holy Week services and by at-
tending the amazing and beautiful service of the Easter Vigil with the Holy
Fire. It is in the doing of Lent that its true value is found.

The value that I have tried to describe above is the value of the inner self
that is formed by how we spend our time: visiting Venice, observing Lent,
communicating widely through the written and spoken word. Who can
put a price on these that will do us justice?

In the Book of Proverbs we can read, “How much better to get wisdom
than gold! And to get understanding is to be chosen rather than silver.”
(16.16)

February 2007xx.pmd 1/22/2007, 4:15 PM5
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Council Elections

Every year, as a part of the Annual Church Meeting (ACM), we have
elections. Only those persons registered on the electoral roll may vote,
nominate or be nominated for positions on the Council. Only those on
the electoral roll will receive the agenda etc. The positions to be elected
are: churchwardens (2), lay representatives (7) plus archdeaconry repre-
sentatives (3).  Anyone holding the Bishop’s license is an ex officio mem-
ber of the Council (2). The Church Council of Christ Church is 15 mem-
bers strong when all positions are filled. Archdeaconry representatives
are elected every three years for three years. The next election for
Archdeaconry representatives is 2008. All other officers are elected for
one year terms.

Every six years, the electoral roll has to be completely revised. All names
must come off the electoral roll and members must re-register. 2007 is
such a year. All those who are 16 at the time of the ACM may register.
The forms can be collected via church or the church office. Our electoral
roll officer is Christina Stevens. The electoral roll will be closed on Sun-
day 25 February at 15.00. You must register with the electoral officer
before or on that date. The electoral roll will not be reopened until after
the ACM.

Nominations to any position on the Council should have both a proposer
and a seconder. Those nominated must have indicated their willingness
to stand. Nominations will not be taken from the floor, unless the ACM so
decides. The closing date for nominations is Sunday, 11 March. Only those

present at the meeting may elect officers. There
is no possibility of a proxy or a ballot vote.

The Annual Church Meeting is the most im-
portant church meeting of the year. I urge you
to attend the ACM as a registered member of
Christ Church, Vienna in the Eastern
Archdeaconry in the Church of England and
therefore a member of the worldwide Anglican
Communion.

This year the Annual Church Meeting will be
held on Wednesday 14 March 2007 starting at
18.30. Patrick Curran
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On Christian Unity

The following is an extract from
the sermon given by the Ven.
Patrick Curran at the 10.00 serv-
ice on Sunday, 20 January.

On Tuesday, 30 January the Ecu-
menical Patriarch and the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury will officially
sign the latest Agreed Statement of
the International Commission for
Anglican-Orthodox Theological
Dialogue during a service of Choral
Evensong. Bishop David Hamid, our
suffragan Bishop, is coming to Vi-
enna in March to present the report
Mary: Grace and Hope in Christ. It is
a report of the Anglican Roman
Catholic International Commission.
He will present the report to a group
meeting in Mariazell to prepare for
the Pope’s visit in September. In Feb-
ruary, Bishop Geoffrey Rowell, our
Diocesan Bishop will deliver a lec-
ture on The theology of glory to mem-
bers and friends of Pro Oriente.

Some of you will be aware that this
week is the week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity. This afternoon repre-
sentatives of member churches of
the National Austrian Ecumenical
Council of Churches will meet to
mark the unity which we visibly
share through co-operation. We will
pray for a deepening and extending
of this unity amongst us. The im-
pression one could easily garner
from the media is that the churches
are far apart. They have little in
common. They do not co-operate.

This is a false impression because
in truth we are in contact with one
another constantly. The dialogues
and meetings of former decades are
paying off. Few these days would
deny that a person is a Christian
who confesses to being a Christian.
We have moved a long way and yet
there is still a long way to go ...

Our reading this morning from the
same chapter of Paul’s letter to the
church in Corinth is concerned with
the body ... Paul emphasises the
oneness of Christians through a
common confession and through
being members together of the one
body.  Only by one and the same
spirit can we say that Jesus is Lord.
We are united by a common con-
fession, but moreover we are actu-
ally one body. For wholeness and
completeness we need to acknowl-
edge one another.

Left to right: Archdeacon Patrick Curran, Bishop Herwig
Sturm (Lutheran) Bishop Helmut Kraetzl (suffragan Bishop
of Vienna) and Archdeacon Nicolae Dura (Romanian
Orthodox). Taken at pre-Christmas service in St. Stephen’s.
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2, is one of those holidays with
both pagan and Christian roots.
Marking the half-way point be-
tween the winter solstace and the
spring equinox, February 2 was
supposedly the date of an ancient
Celtic festival called Imbolc that be-
gan at sunset on 1 February—the
feast day of St. Bride who started
life as the pagan goddess of spring
and ended up as a Christian saint—
and continued through to sunset on
2 February. Also considered the
goddess of fire and fertility, her
statue was purified in the sea, then
carried through the fields on a cart,
adorned with candles. The Fire Fes-
tival of Cerridwen in Wales also falls
on the same date. There are some
indications that the day was first
celebrated in ancient Rome in hon-
our of the Roman god Mars, while
others claim it was a festival for the
god Pan.

Whatever its pre-Christian roots, 2
February marks precisely forty days
from Christmas, and in the early
years of Christianity signalled the
end of Christmastide. The name
Candlemas evolved from the early
practice of bringing into church all
candles that would be used
throughout the coming year so that
they could be blessed. Although
with the advent of gas, then elec-
tric lighting, candles lost their im-
portance as a source of light, they

CANDLEMAS

have retained a significant role in
the life of the church and its ritu-
als. The lighting of candles reminds
us that Jesus is the Light of the
World.

February 2 also commemorates the
ritual purification of Mary, forty
days after the birth of her son.  In
accordance with Jewish tradition,
new mothers were considered un-
clean after the birth of a child—40
days in the case of a son and 60
days for a daughter—and were
barred from the temple. After the
requisite period had elapsed, they
were brought to the temple or syna-
gogue to be purified, after which
they could resume participation in
religious services.

The date also marks the ritual pres-
entation of the baby Jesus to God
in the Temple at Jerusalem. Accord-
ing to the Gospel of Saint Luke (Luke
2, 22-39), Simeon took the baby in
his arms and praised God with the
words that the Christ would be “a
light that will be a revelation to the
heathen, and glory to thy people
Israel” (another source of the des-
ignation ‘Candlemas’?).  Not sur-
prisingly, the two other names given

February 2007xx.pmd 1/22/2007, 4:16 PM8
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to this day are Presentation of Christ
in the Temple and the Purification of
the Virgin. The religious festival was
apparently first celebrated in the
fourth century in Jerusalem, where
it was held on 14 February, forty
days after the Orthodox Christmas
on 6 January. A century later, Pope
Sergius 1 moved it to February 2.

A number of tradi-
tions have grown up
around Candlemas.
In the United King-
dom, good weather at
Candlemas is taken to
indicate severe winter
weather later. It is
also the date that
bears and wolves
emerge  to inspect the
weather; if they choose to return to
their lairs it is interpreted as mean-
ing severe weather will continue for
another forty days at least. This
was the origin of Groundhog Day
in the United States and Canada,
that was introduced to North
America by German immigrants
who settled in Punxsutawney,
Pennsylvania. The French celebrate
Candlemas by eating crêpes. If the
cook is able to toss a pancake while
holding a coin in the other hand,
the family can expect prosperity
throughout the coming year. Sail-
ors were traditionally unwilling to
take to the sea on Candlemas for
fear of drowning in a storm.

Snowdrops are sometimes called
“Candlemas Bells” since they are
the first flower to bloom after the
winter, often peeping through the
snow before Candlemas. According
to legend, they sprang up at the
touch of an angel who gave them
to a repentent Eve as a sign of hope
in her despair. Many people main-

tain that it is unlucky
to bring  snowdrops
inside the house be-
fore 2 February.

Some people believe
that Christmas deco-
rations that have not
been removed by 6
January, should re-
main in place until
Candlemas Day. In

some countries, the figure of the
new-born Christ in the Christmas
crib is not removed, but replaced
by a figure of Christ as a child, sit-
ting in a chair. Other people light
candles in their homes to ward off
any evil spirits.

(inform
ation draw

n from
 various w

ebsites)

If Candlemas Day be fair and
bright
Winter will have another fight.
If Candlemas Day brings cloud
and rain,
Winter won’t come again.

February 2007xx.pmd 1/22/2007, 4:16 PM9



CHRIST CHURCH CHRISTMA

February 2007xx.pmd 1/22/2007, 4:16 PM10



CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 2006

February 2007xx.pmd 1/22/2007, 4:16 PM11



12

Shop News
During the month of February,
all clothes will be on sale at
half the original price! Please
spread the word among your
friends and neighbours.

As was the case last year, we esti-
mate that about 1,500 people vis-
ited the 2006 Christ Church ba-
zaar at the Bundesamtsgebaeude in
Vienna’s third district. Our traditional
Scottish piper provided a warm wel-
come. There was a wonderful mix of
people from the European Union, the
Commonwealth, USA, Canada, Aus-
tria and many other countries, all of
whom contributed to a relaxed  and
happy atmosphere. The event clearly
demonstrated what a church com-
munity can achieve when everyone
pulls together.

The annual Bazaar is a major project
even it is concentrated into a period
of six hours from 10.30-16.30.  More
than 100 people are, for instance, in-
volved in the preparation of the 16
stalls and activities prior to the ba-
zaar such as the sale of the 2,500
raffle tickets by the congregation to
friends and colleagues. Amongst the
helpers this year were 20 Vienna In-
ternational School students who gave
untiring support wherever required.
The stands were piled high with
books (well over 2,500 books,
mostly new), good quality clothes
at really affordable prices, jewellery
and other accessories, baked goods,
jams and a exciting selection of toys,
as well as Christmas crackers, CDs,
videos, white elephants. There was
also a photography stall, a British
Pub, largely sponsored by
Ottakringer Brewery, a café and three
restaurants serving African, Asian
and European food.

The raffle and tombola aroused great
interest and we are very grateful to
the 40 to 50 sponsors who gave us
so many prizes - some 800 prizes for
the tombola, tickets that were sold
out. The raffle offered over 80 prizes,
including a 32" flat screen TV, vouch-
ers for stays in hotels, clothes’ vouch-
ers (at the House of Gentlemen ), toi-
letries of all kinds from Eric Esbjerg,
Walcher & Schoenfeld, glassware
from Lobmeyr, food, wine, spirits and
vouchers for theatres and concerts.

Special events included singing by
the church choir conducted by the
British Ambassador to Austria, John
Macgregor, CVO, and a demonstra-
tion of Scottish dancing by the Vi-
enna Scottish Country Dance Soci-
ety.

According to current estimates, gross
income totalled about 38,000 euros,
which would give the church just over
30,000 euros after expenses had
been deducted.

The 2006 Bazaar
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Abbé Pierre (born Henri-Antoine
Grouès, in Lyon, France on 5 August
1912) died in hospital on 22 January
2007 in France at the age of 94. He was
ordained a Roman Catholic Priest in
1938 after serving as a Capuchin monk.

Charismatic and at times controversial
in his opinions, Abbé Pierre devoted his
life to fighting for social justice and was

a tireless defender of human rights, particularly the right to shelter.
During the Second World War he worked with the French resist-
ance, saving thousands of lives by helping Jews and other perse-
cuted people escape to Switzerland. His code name ‘Abbé Pierre’
remained with him for the rest of his life. Immediately after the
War, he stood as an independent member of parliament, where he
represented a poor mining community in Eastern France.

In 1949, together with a fellow member of the Resistance, he de-
cided to dedicate his time to providing shelter, work and above all
hope for the derelict. This signalled the launch of the Emmaus move-
ment which helps the poor, the homeless and the displaced. The
first Emmaus community was in his own house that he opened up
as a shelter for 18 homeless men. He built temporary quarters in
his garden and provided both the land and the money for further
shelters. Soon his charges realised that they could use the skills
they had acquired on the streets to subsidise their existence, and
were able to make a living out of recycling other people’s rubbish.
There are now 400 Emmaus communities in 39 countries.

Abbé Pierre enjoyed worldwide support and popularity both within
France and abroad.  In 2001,  he was awarded the highest  order of
the French Legion of Honour by President Jacques Chirac. The world
mourns the passing of a man who, even after his death, will con-
tinue to make a difference to countless lives the world over.

Abbé Pierre

February 2007xx.pmd 1/22/2007, 4:16 PM13
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Farewell Chuks and Co.

At the end of December, Christ Church had to bid a sad Auf Wiedersehen
to one of its best-known and best-loved foursomes: the Chuks Agu fam-
ily. After five years’ work at the University of Vienna, specialising in can-
cer therapy, Chuks Sr. was awarded a research fellowship from the Aus-
trian Science Foundation to continue his work on cancer research at Cam-
bridge University and the family has moved to their new home in Eng-
land. We are fully confident that in a few years’ time, they will be back in
Vienna and once again active in our community.

When Chuks Sr. (whose full name is Chukma) was a small boy, his father
brought a stream of Austrian guests to the family home in Nigeria, most
of them friends from his student days in Vienna. It was not surprising
that Chuks decided to pursue his own studies in Vienna, and in 1989,
after completing high school, he arrived in Austria first to learn German,
then to study microbiology. Shortly afterwards, he was followed by his
brother who has likewise settled in Vienna and also attends Christ Church
together with his family. Chuks met his future bride, Manuela, at univer-
sity. After completing a course in fashion and design, she initially thought
that she too would like to pursue a career in biology, but in the event took
a degree in sociology and education. She will be the first among her
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siblings to live outside Austria, and her mother has promised to take her
maiden voyage on a plane to visit the family in England!

The couple named their first son Chukwuka (“God is great”), but like his
father, he soon became known as Chuks. Now age 13, in common with
most of his friends, he loves sports—at the time of the interview his leg
was in plaster following a basketball accident earlier in the week—as
well as reading and computer games. Younger son, Ikenna, also inherits
his parents’ sporty genes and plays goalkeeper in football. His parents
see him as a budding engineer, since one of his most passionate hobbies
is the construction of miniature cars out of different materials.

All four family members have been involved in different aspects of the life
of Christ Church. Chuks Sr. sat on the Church Council, Manuela helped
out at Sunday School for a while, and both boys have been enthusiastic
participants in a range of activities, including the annual Sunday School
Nativity. Chuks first came to Christ Church in 1989 with his uncle Godswill
Madueme, himself a well-known and, now that he is rarely in Vienna,
sorely-missed member of our community. Ikenna was baptised in Christ
Church, and Chuks Jr. was confirmed there last year.

In common with many culturally diverse families, the Agus have brought
their children up to know and respect both the Nigerian and Austrian
way of life. While Manuela generally prepares African meals, Ikenna is
very partial to her spaghetti with salmon while Chuks Jr. admires his
father’s football prowess. Chuks Sr. and Ikenna have both played the
drums in church, and when taking their leave of Christ Church just be-
fore Christmas, the Agus presented the church with a magnificent pair of
djembe drums. Although the family generally speaks German at home,
Manuela has tried to learn some Ibo, and hopes that the boys will also
learn the language. Both boys are fluent in English and German and should
have no problem adapting to an English school system. Manuela is some-
thing of a needlewoman and particularly enjoys sewing African-style
clothes from fabrics sent her by her mother-in-law.

There are many individuals and couples in the Christ Church community
who are generous with their time and talents. What makes the Agus so
very special is that, in their case, it is a family effort. We will miss their
boundless helpfulness, their warmth and friendliness to one and all and
their regular presence at our Sunday services and other events.
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  19.00   Choir practice

24

9

1615

22 23

10

17
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  19.00    Choir practice

10.00  Toddlers Group

10.00  Toddlers Group

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

19.30   Taizé Service

10.00  Toddlers Group

2 3

  19.00    Choir practice

  18.45   Bible study
    in the crypt

18.45   Bible study
            in the crypt

28

Presentation of
Christ in the Temple

  19.00   Bring ‘n share
    hosted by Julie
   Krejci

  19.00   Choir practice

19.00   Lecture by
  Bishop Geoffrey
  (see notices)

10.00  Toddlers Group

09.30   Holy
             Communion

Pope Benedict X
V

I

May they all be one, just as, Father, you are in me and I
am in you ...With me in them and you in me, may they
be so perfected in unity that the world will recognise that
it was you who sent me and that you have loved them as
you have loved me.     (John 17, 21-23)

  09.30   Holy Communion

  09.30  Eucharist with
   imposition of
   ashes

  19.00  Prayer Ministry

0

3

day

  09.30  Holy Communion

  19.30   Eucharist with
   imposition of
   ashes (Bishop
   Geoffrey)

Ash Wednesday

  19.00   Prayer ministry

14

There shall be one fold and one Shepherd (John 10:16)
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Bishop David Hamid and Archdeacon Patrick Curran will be attending a
conference at Mariazell on 18 and 19 March at which Bishop David will
present the report of the Anglican Roman Catholic International Commis-
sion (ARCIC) entitled Mary: Grace and Hope in Christ. The purpose of the
meeting is to prepare for the Pope’s visit to Mariazell in September 2007.
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Many people have heard of the Women’s World Day of Prayer but few
realize its tremendous scope. Initiated and carried out by women all over
the world, it is the largest global ecumenical movement of our times. It is
basically Christian but brings together women of various races, cultures
and traditions in a spirit of active fellowship and understanding as
summarized in the motto “Informed prayer - prayerful action”.

The high point is the annual World Day of Prayer which is observed every
first Friday in March with the celebration of ecumenical services in more
than 170 countries. In Austria alone more than 400 church services will be
held. On Friday, March 2 the Women’s World Day of Prayer service in
German for the 3rd district will be held in the Pfarr Neuerdberg (Don Bosco)
Church in the Hagenmüllergasse 33, 1030 Wien at 15.30. Aileen Hackl has
been asked to preach at this service. This year’s English speaking service
will be at 15.30 at the Votivkirche. All are very warmly welcome to both the
service and to refreshments after the service in the Roman Catholic Meeting
centre: 1090 Rooseveltplatz 8

Each year the WDP focus is on a different country, and the women of this
country write the liturgy for the worldwide services. For March 2, 2007, the
women of Paraguay have chosen the theme “United Under God’s Tent”.
After the services the important work of putting the money from the offerings
to good use begins. For further information see www.weltgebetstag.at or
www.worlddayofprayer.net

Archdeacon Patrick Curran, our chaplain, has been asked by Ö1 to provide
the talks for ‘Gedanken für den Tag’ for the week beginning Monday 19
February. These three minute talks are always broadcast at 06.57 in the
morning. ‘Gedanken für den Tag’ is the equivalent of BBC Radio 4’s ‘Thought
for the Day’.

It would be good if as many people as possible could  tune in throughout
that week so that together our community may be united through the spo-
ken word.A
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This year the Tuesday Lent group will discuss the question “What is the
point of being a Christian?” This is also the title of the book by Timothy
Radcliffe that we will read chapters from week by week in preparation for
the individual sessions. The book is made up of eleven chapters and every
week we will look at at least two of them.  For the first session please read
the introduction together with the first two chapters: ‘I will awaken the dawn’
and ‘Learning Spontaneity’.  There are five sessions altogether (6, 13, 20 and
27 March).

Timothy Radcliffe is a Dominican Friar, OP (Ordo Preadicatorum – The Or-
der of Preachers). He was educated at Oxford and Paris. For many years he
was both the President and Master of the Order. He lives at Blackfriars,
Oxford. Cardinal Christoph Schönborn, the Archbishop of Vienna, is a Do-
minican. The order is dedicated to preaching and the good of souls. From
the outset study has occupied a central position. ‘The point of Christianity is
to point to God as the meaning of our lives. To hope is to hang on to confi-
dence that there is an ultimate point to existence… And so the first chapter
will look at what it means to hope and how that may be manifest in our
lives. In fact the whole book is an exploration of hope.”

I hope you will be able to join me each week as we explore together the hope
that is in us. We start promptly at 19.00. PBC

Bishop Geoffrey Rowell has been invited by the organization Pro Oriente to
give a lecture on The Theology of Glory in the Church of England in the 20th

century on Thursday, 22 February at 19.00.  An Orthodox theologian will
respond. The choir of Christ Church will also participate at the event. The
venue is  the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna (Festsaal der Diplomatischen
Akademie, Favoritenstr 15a, 1040 Wien, U 1 - stop Taubstummengasse).
Members of the congregation are encouraged to attend what promises to be
a very interesting evening.  Bishop Geoffrey has  agreed to lead the evening
service on Ash Wednesday (21 February) with the imposition of ashes.
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The annual retreat will be held at the Benedictine monastery of Göttweig
from 22-24 June 2007. It will led by the Revd. Sally Wells. The theme is
‘The Sacrament of the Ordinary’. Please register early with Andrew Rooke
(01-2032893) to ensure a place. More details of the retreat will be given
in the magazine as they become available.

February 2007xx.pmd 1/22/2007, 4:16 PM19



20

Made up of 17,508 islands, Indo-
nesia forms the world’s largest ar-
chipelago stretching across three
time zones along the Equator, be-
tween the Indian and Pacific
Oceans.  Formerly known as the
Spice Islands, Indonesia was a
Dutch colony for 350 years, with
independence finally being gained
in 1949.  There has been unprec-
edented turmoil in recent years: the
Asian financial crisis of 1997; wide-
spread rioting preceding the fall of
President Suharto in 1998 after 32
years in office (and who has so far
escaped efforts to bring him to jus-
tice for decades of dictatorship); the
loss of East Timor in 1999; the first
direct presidential elections in the
nation’s history in 2004; independ-
ence demands and conflict in res-
tive provinces.

Natural and other disasters have
also taken their toll: terrorist bomb-
ings in Bali, Jakarta and other
places; the 2004 tsunami; three
major earthquakes between March
2005 and July 2006, resulting in
thousands of deaths and displaced
people; and both a ferry disaster
and an aircraft crash in the first
days of January 2007.  President
Susilo Bambang Yodhoyono’s ad-
ministration has won international

plaudits for signing a peace deal in
2005 with separatist rebels in Aceh
province leading to direct elections
there in December 2006 but on the
economic front he has struggled to
better the lot of many Indonesians
as nearly half the 247m  popula-
tion live below the poverty line.
Some observers say that he has
failed to tackle corruption within
the country’s  massive bureaucracy.

With the fourth largest total popu-
lation in the world, Indonesia is also
the world’s most populous Muslim
nation, with Islam followed by 88
per cent of the population.  How-
ever, Indonesia also contains one
of Asia’s biggest Protestant
populations, with over 200 differ-
ent denominations.  Such statistics
demonstrate the immense diversity
of this huge nation, whose national
motto is ‘Diversity in Unity’.  Mono-
theism and communal peace are

A regular series of short articles that focus on a differ-
ent part of the worldwide Church each month, bringing
news as well as a prayer of, or for, the area concerned.
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the basis for a stated government
ideology, and all citizens must
choose one of four religions: Islam,
Hinduism, Buddhism or Christian-
ity (Protestant or Catholic).

Christians number about 8 per cent
of the population, with Hindus and
Buddhists being the other major re-
ligious groupings.  The tiny Angli-
can presence is drawn together as
the Deanery of Indonesia, part of
the Diocese of Singapore, one of
four dioceses forming the Church
of the Province of South East Asia.

Inevitably, the fostering of interfaith
relations is a key issue for the
churches and for the nation; three
Catholic Christians accused of or-
ganising attacks on Muslims were
executed on Sulawesi in September
2006 although the authorities in-
sisted that the executions were not
religiously motivated and had
‘nothing to do with the questions
of tolerance between Islam and

A prayer of an Indonesian Christian woman in which we can share: O God,
who sent the Holy Spirit on the first disciples of Jesus who were waiting in

Jerusalem for this promised gift, we beseech you to pour this same inspiration
on Christians in Indonesia and all over the world.  Amen.

The only major UK-based mission or development agencies currently
active in Indonesia are Christian Aid and CAFOD.

other religions’.  Alongside this, the
Church is concerned to maintain a
positive Christian witness whilst
being in a minority situation.  The
churches focus their ministry in
education, health care, and social
work.  Internally, many have pro-
grammes for women in an attempt
to counteract the traditional views
in Indonesian society of women
being inferior to men.  Youth work
is also important on account of the
large percentage of young people
in the population.

Information compiled in April 2006 from various sources, by the Revd. Mary J. Vickers, from
whom further information may be available.  Contact her by email at: revsvickers2@tiscali.co.uk
‘World Church Focus’ is produced as a resource for local churches, and is partly funded by
‘Christians Aware’.  Articles can be reproduced in church magazines, prayer letters, sermons,
etc, but wider use needs permission from the Revd. Mary J. Vickers who owns the copyright.
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On Wednesday 29 November, Lourenço
Finatti treated us to a lovely organ recital
in the church. Lourenço plays here quite
often, and it is always a pleasure to hear
him. He comes from Brazil, was an or-
ganist in São Paolo and came to Vienna
to complete his studies at the Music Uni-
versity. He gives master classes and is a
soloist and chamber-music performer in
Austria, Germany and Brazil.

The programme comprised seven pieces
composed between 1580 and 1730: the baroque period and a time of dis-
covery and progress, of political development and shake-up (English Civil
War, execution of King Charles I); in Austria, Prince Eugene of Savoy and the
Turkish invasion and defeat.  In music, a time of the giants: from Eliza-
bethans like William Byrd to Handel and Bach. First Bach: Johann Sebas-
tian, 1685-1750, and his Prelude and Fugue in D Major. Composition date is
not known, the style has noticeable Italian and French influences: brilliant
scale passages and it must be incredibly hard to play!  It ends abruptly-
when Bach had finished he stopped, no flowery endings, which gives a slightly
chill feeling-this is what I want to say, and no more, so listen. Lourenço gave
it a powerful feel, rather ceremonial.

Next Girolamo Frescobaldi, organist of St Peter’s Cathedral in Rome, 1583-
1643, from the Secondo Libro di Toccate, the Toccata quarta, alla Elevazione.
This was different, calm and restful: written for a huge church, it definitely
had the mood of eternity. Then Dietrich Buxtehude, Bach’s teacher, 1637-
1707, and a stately chorale, Nimm von uns Herr, du treuer Gott, with four verses
and lots of interesting variations and modulations. Lourenço enjoyed
Buxtehude’s love of dissonances and striking variations. Then William Byrd
1543-1623, court composer and favourite of Queen Elizabeth I (1558-1603),
with two dances, a Pavana and a Galiarda, from the Fitzwilliam Virginal Book
- the virginals were a small and portable type of harpsichord, ancestor of
the piano. These pieces had the familiar sound of Elizabethan music - el-
egant and sure of itself. Then Frescobaldi, and the Toccata quinta, sopra i
pedali e senza. This went back to St Peter’s - opening with impressive widely-
spaced chords, then long-held chords under a dense musical texture, while
he builds up the musical tension step by step; the resolution comes as a
huge relief, you can breathe again - it’s wonderful! And Buxtehude, his Prel-

Freedom and Order: organ recital by Lourenço Finatt
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ude, Fugue and Chaconne in C Major, written for a grand wedding, it is driving
and urgent with exciting contrasts in tonality and depth of expression.

We finished with A Fancy by Byrd from the Fitzwilliam Book-I wish I had
fancies like that-a lovely piece, dancing, almost a parody of serious Eliza-
bethan music with a feeling of experiment-hey, we know it goes like this,
let’s try this. More brilliant scale passages-I would like to hear it on virgin-
als, but the organ sound is cleaner, easier to hear the dynamic tensions in
the music.

Lourenço’s playing is sensitive to the style of the composer: he used great
variety of expression so that the Byrd sounded quite different from the
Buxtehude although played on the same instrument with its limited range of
tonalities: he produced a real feeling of artistry and musicianship. We had
around 25 in the audience, and judging by the applause it was a great suc-
cess. I loved it and wish we had more concerts and recitals; many congratu-
lations and thanks to Lourenço and his family.

Saturday the 25th November was a most enjoyable evening for those friends
of Christ Church who turned up at the lovely flat of Mike and Christina
Stevens, just behind the Rathaus. We were treated to a veritable feast of
music of all kinds; from Irish folk songs to Spanish classic guitar; and from
Beethoven to Rossini.

The principal players were: the Church choir, singing various folk songs
from England and Ireland; Alexandre Widmer (piano)and Thorsten Decker
(violin) playing Beethoven’s Frühling Sonata; Richard Lammiman (guitar)
playing compositions by Tarrega, Llobet and Pernambuco; and Karin Stueber
(piano) playing Schubert’s Impromptu No.3.

On the vocal side, Martha Jane Howe treated us to works by Wolf and War-
lock and then formed a delightful duet with Christina Stevens to make us
smile over the Cat Duet from Rossini, with an amazing number of variations

Alec Hadfield

Music for everyone:
Evening at Mike and Cristina Stevens’

       

urenço Finatti
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David Hope

on the word “miaow”. Christina and Martha ended the show with more light-
hearted songs – Misalliance, The Gnu, and The Hippopotamus by Flanders
and Swann. The accompanist for the evening was our own Church organist
Emanuel Schmelzer-Ziringer.

The audience were invited to join in several of the choir’s folk songs, and
were even instructed in the art of singing with a Yorkshire accent for “Ilkley
Moor Baht ‘at”, before being invited to partake of wine and nibbles provided
by Ted and Nikki Schreiber, with Hyacinth Österlin. Front of house were
David and Anne Hope.

The event raised 500 Euros to help our church choirmaster, Christoph
Wutscher, to continue his course with the Royal School of Church Music.
Our sincere thanks are due to Mike and Christina for hosting this memora-
ble event; there is a possibility that they might host a similar evening in the
future, so please prompt them when you see them!

On December 7th (not the 6th as it
wasn’t a Thursday), the Toddler’s
Group celebrated St Nicklaus‘ day.
Nine babies and toddlers with
their mothers gathered in the
church centre at 10.0 a.m. for the
party.  All sat around the large ta-
ble which looked very festive with
a lovely Advent’s wreath as a cen-
trepiece.  This had been made and
donated by one of the mums.  The
electric lights were extinguished,

the red candels in their mandarin holders illuminated and there was a hush
as nine pairs of eyes widened and were riveted to the flickering lights as well
as the nuts, biscuits and bread ‚grampus‘ spread all over the table. The
hush, however, was short lived as soon everyone was munching and play-
ing.  Later the tots and mothers were singing and dancing to nursery rhymes.
Although the children were too young to understand the meaning of St.
Nicklaus day they certainly enjoyed themselves and it was a nice beginning
to the Christmas season.

St. Nick comes to town!

Penn  Zafiropulo
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Monday 15 January 2007—a beautiful bright morning and
time to take down the Christmas decorations. Every Decem-
ber I look forward to meeting the cheerful man who delivers
the Christmas tree to the church and is so helpful about putting
the spire on the top before erecting it and then turning it until
it’s in just the right position. Vivian and I decorate it together
and it gives me such pleasure to see this splendid tree twinkling in the can-
dle light at Midnight Mass. I love seeing it so much that I hang on to it for as
long as possible, but eventually it has to go and this morning I decided the
time had come. Who needs to go to the gym when you can go up and down
a ladder a dozen times to remove almost two hundred glass balls and then
up and down the ladder, but not so often, to store them away in the vestry
cupboards?  I came out of the vestry and the sunlight was shining into the
church and the unadorned tree no longer looked splendid, just simply beau-
tiful. I have been verger for seventeen years now and gradually the trees
have got taller and consequently heavier so I am very grateful to John Francis
who will now take the tree away to Modena Park.

Next comes the nativity scene. This also involves plenty of exercise as eve-
rything is kept in the crypt. As well as the figures there are the plastic crates
and old hymn books that form the foundations, the roll of bamboo canes
that supports the starry sky, the kneeler that converts into the stable and all
the odd bits of wood and stones that I use. Getting it all out in December
always takes far longer than I think it will. The figures were given to the
church by Padre Masters in the early fifties so have been used for over fifty
Christmases and I am very fond of them, especially the haughty camel, bat-
tered though they may be. The ox and the ass have their ears chipped off,
Joseph’s right hand is missing and one shepherd has a very nasty fractured
left arm. I like moving the figures around. On Christmas Eve the baby Jesus
isn’t in the manger at the beginning of the service. I put him in after the
gospel. The shepherds have to come down from the fields and eventually go
back again. The camel and Kings slowly approach, arriving for Epiphany
and then they depart in a slightly different direction. This morning I care-
fully wrapped them all up again ready for next Christmas.

Our crib at home is very different. My daughter made it at school when she
was nine and it is most precious to me. The small figures are made out of
clay, maybe Fimo, and have been nicely painted although the faces and the
infant are a brilliant shade of pink. It consists of Mary, a manger with child,
an angel, a shepherd, one King and a happy looking snail – obviously she
didn’t have enough clay to make a sheep. I always have to laugh when I
unwrap our Christmas snail!

O Tannenbaum!
A

nn W
anzenböck
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O Lord Jesus Christ, whose prayer for Your disciples (John 13:1)
On the eve of the day on which You suffered and died for all mankind,
    (2 Corinthians 5:15; 1 Timothy 2:6)
Was that they might be one as You and Your Father are one, (John 17:20-23)
Remove, we beseech You, the barriers, (Mark 11:22-24)
Unshakeable by us, which hold apart those who bear the Christian name,
    (Acts 2:38; 2 Timothy 2:19)
So that there shall be one fold and one Shepherd, (John 10:16)
One faith, (Ephesians 4:5)
One ardent Christendom (1 Corinthians. 1:10)
Whose prayer of spirit and of truth shall be resistless (John 4:23-24; 14:13-
14)
And shall avail to win: (Matthew 17:20;  21:21-22)
Light for all who sit in the darkness of paganism
    (Matthew 4:16)
And in the deadlier shadows of light rejected and of militant unbelief,
    (John 3:19-20; Luke 20:17)
Good mooring for the doubt-wracked
    (Matthew 14:31)
And for those tossed to and fro by the winds of shifting doctrine,
    (Ephesians 4:14)
Liberty for all who wither and dwindle in the dire captivity of sin,
    (John 15:6-7; Romans 6:22;  7:23-25)
New Pentecostal grace from Heaven
    (Acts 2:1-4)
Which will dissolve the hatreds, the injustices and the spirit of the world,
    (John 15:18-19; 1 Corinthians 2:12)
And which will melt all hearts
    (Romans 12:15)
And make them one in You
    (Romans 5:5)
Who are the Way and the Truth and the Life,
    (John 14:6)
That Divine Life
    (2 Peter 1:2-4)
Wherein the unity of faith will be made perfect in glory
    (Ephesians 4:13)
And love will abide eternally in love.  Amen.
    (John 12:23-24; 15:9)

PraPraPraPraPrayer for Christian Unityyer for Christian Unityyer for Christian Unityyer for Christian Unityyer for Christian Unity

Composed by Frank Duff, founder of the Legion of Mary
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ChurChurChurChurChurch Registerch Registerch Registerch Registerch Register

Nathaniel John Mendis Wickramasinghe and Aidan
Alexander Mendis Wickramasinghe, on 3 Septem-
ber 2006

Larissa Debbie Fitz, on 17 September 2006

Diego Aurel Cafirma, on 23 September 2006

Marco Alexander Thomas Kautzky, on 31 December
2006

Robert and Laura Vassilev, on 7 January 2007.

The Revd. Felix Malizu and Joanna Ryzko, on 30 Sep-
tember 2006

1. Artaxerxes was king of _____?
Persia - Babylon - Israel - Judah

2. Ezra was a _____?
poet - priest - carpenter - tax collector

3. In Revelation 18:4 God told His
People to come out of what city?
Canaan - Edom - Egypt - Babylon

4. I John 5:19 reads “And we know
that we are of _____ , and the whole
world lieth in wickedness.”
grace - Christ - God - promise

5. “The Lord knoweth how to deliver
the _____ out of temptations.”
righteous - faithful - believer - godly

6. “Even so faith, if it hath not _____
, is dead, being alone.”
love - grace - works - acts

7. Nebuchadnezzar was king of ____
Judah - Israel - Babylon -Persia

8. Esau is also known as _____.
Daniel - Edom - Babylon - Elmore

9. Christ said that He came to call
the _____ to repentance.
sinners - righteous - Jews - Israel

10. Christ said to render to Caesar
what is Caesar’s. What should we
render to God?  love - things that are
God’s - faith - obedience

Bible Quiz (answers on p.29)
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Dates for yDates for yDates for yDates for yDates for your Diarour Diarour Diarour Diarour Diaryyyyy

Feb.2(Fri) 19.00 Bring and share - host: Julie Krejci
Feb.4(Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong
Feb.16(Fri) 19.30 Taizé Worship
Feb.16-25  06.57 Austrian Radio Ö1 ‘Gedanken für

den Tag’ with Patrick Curran
Feb.21(Wed)  9.30 and Ash Wednesday: Eucharist with

19.00 imposition of ashes. Celebrant
at 19.00: Bishop Geoffrey

Feb. 22(Thurs) 19.00 Lecture by Bishop Geoffrey on ‘The
theology of glory in the Church of
England’ at Pro Oriente

Feb.27 (Tues) 19.00 Tuesday Lent Group begins. Book:
What’s the point of being a
Christian? by Timothy Radcliffe

Feb.28 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
March 2 (Fri)  9.30 Women’s World Day of Prayer

English language service at the
Votivkirche

March 4 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist
18.00 Choral Evensong

March 8 (Thurs) 18.30 Sunday School meeting
March 14 (Wed) 18.30 Annual Chaplaincy Meeting
March 17 (Sat) 17.00 Discussion followed by potluck,

hosted by Sally and Philip Reading,
with Bishop David

March 18 (Sun) 10.00 Bishop David preaching
March 21 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
March 28 (Wed) 18.30 Reading Group – remaining

chapters of The Source
April 1(Sun) 18.00 Choral Evensong
April 5 (Thurs) 20.00 Maundy Thursday liturgy
April 6 (Fri) 12.30 Ecumenical Service

18.00 Good Friday Liturgy
April 7 (Sat) 21.00 Easter Vigil
April 18 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
May 9 (Wed) 19.00 Prayer Ministry
May 12 (Sat) Barn Dance
June 1 (Fri) Lange Nacht der Kirchen
June 10 (Sun) 10.00 Family Eucharist followed by

Sunday School Picnic
June 22-24 Retreat at Stift Göttweig led by the

Revd. Sally Wells

  DATE    TIME EVENT
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Personal Ads

Computer Doctor Vienna
Gary fixes and installs your
computers. Instructs in use of
software. Fast and reliable, at
affordable prices. Tel: 0650/689 5757
www.computerdoctorvienna.com

Antique furniture restorer
If you are looking for the services of a
craftsman to restore your antique
furniture who has 20 years’ experience
in his profession, contact Richard
Addison on 01/892 0078 or send an
email to richard@addison.at. He
speaks both English and German and
is highly recommended by Sally Wells

Looking for a reliable dog-minder to
look after a well behaved Ridgeback
female between the period 3-20
March. Good remuneration. Please
contact Penn Zafiropulo, tel. 0699/
19424425

Need dog-minder

Jam Jar Appeal
Jennie needs them for her
jolly good jams and jellies,
Rosemary for her popular
pickles, Vivian for her
morish marmalade, Marty
for her marvellous mince-
meat and last but not least
Nikki for her luscious
lemon curd. Regular 450
gr. jars are the best size
and although it’s a chore
to remove the labels,
imagine what it’s like if you
have to de-label one
hundred of them. Please
leave the clean, label-free
jars at the back of the
church or in the shop
ready for this year’s jam
sessions.
Ann Wanzenböck

Football training pants
Dilys Lehman needs football training
pants and tops for a group of Afghan
asylum seekers living in Baden. Please
contact her for details by phone
(02252 206181) or email:
cmdlehmann@utanet.at

Answers to Bible Quiz on p.27
1. Persia
2. priest
3. Babylon
4. of God
5. godly
6. works
7. Babylon
8. Edom
9. sinners

10. things that are God’s

T
his space is reserved for m

em
bers of the congregation

to place private ads. O
thers w

ill be asked to pay a
sm

all charge to help tow
ards printing costs.
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Bei Unzustellbarkeit an Absender zurück:

Return address if not claimed:

Christ Church Vienna, c/o British Embassy

A-1030 Vienna, Jaurèsgasse 12

www.christchurchvienna.org
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