
 
 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF CREATIONTIDE 
27 SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
PRELUDE 
 
GREETING 
 
In the name of the living God: 
Father, Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
 The celebrant welcomes those in attendance. 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
The celebrant uses an invitation to confession. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS            (sung with masks) 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 



you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
COLLECT 
The celebrant prays the collect set for the day. 
 
O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers 
of your people who call upon you; 
and grant that they may both perceive and know 
what things they ought to do, 
and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
LESSON              Leviticus 25.1-7 
 
A reading from the Book of Leviticus: 
 
The Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying: Speak to the people of Israel 
and say to them: When you enter the land that I am giving you, the land shall 
observe a sabbath for the Lord. For six years you shall sow your field, and for 
six years you shall prune your vineyard, and gather in their yield; but in the 
seventh year there shall be a sabbath of complete rest for the land, a sabbath 
for the Lord: you shall not sow your field or prune your vineyard. You shall not 
reap the aftergrowth of your harvest or gather the grapes of your unpruned vine: 
it shall be a year of complete rest for the land. You may eat what the land yields 
during its sabbath—you, your male and female slaves, your hired and your 

bound labourers who live with you; for your livestock also, and for the wild 
animals in your land all its yield shall be for food. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM              Psalm 95 (Venite) 
 
1 O come, let us sing to the Lord; 
 let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation. 
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving 
 and be glad in him with psalms. 
 
3 For the Lord is a great God 
 and a great king above all gods. 
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth 
 and the heights of the mountains are his also. 
 
5 The sea is his, for he made it, 
 and his hands have moulded the dry land. 
6 Come, let us worship and bow down 
 and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
 
7 For he is our God; 
 we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 
8 O that today you would listen to his voice: 
 ‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
 on that day at Massah in the wilderness, 
 
9 ‘When your forebears tested me, and put me to the proof, 
 though they had seen my works. 
10 ‘Forty years long I detested that generation and said, 
 “This people are wayward in their hearts; 
 they do not know my ways.” 
 
11 ‘So I swore in my wrath, 
 “They shall not enter into my rest.”’ 
 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 



 and to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
 world without end. Amen. 
 
GOSPEL               John 6.1-15 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea 
of Tiberias. A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that 
he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with 
his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he 
looked up and saw a large crowd coming towards him, Jesus said to Philip, 
‘Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?’ He said this to test him, 
for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, ‘Six months’ 
wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.’ One of his 
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, ‘There is a boy here who 
has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?’ 
Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.’ Now there was a great deal of grass in 
the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the 
loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were 
seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he 
told his disciples, ‘Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be 
lost.’ So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, 
left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw 
the sign that he had done, they began to say, ‘This is indeed the prophet who is 
to come into the world.’ When Jesus realized that they were about to come and 
take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by 
himself.  
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
  
SERMON 
The appointed preacher offers a sermon. 
 
CREED              Affirmation of Faith 
 

Let us declare our faith in God. 
 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith 
and fills us with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
A member of the congregation offers prayers. 
 
PEACE 
The celebrant introduces the Peace with a suitable sentence: 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
All exchange an appropriate sign of peace. 
 
MUSIC (AND OFFERING) 
 
In the Bible, the giving of an offering is an important part of worship. During this 
music, an offering will be collected for the ministry of Christ Church. 
 
EUCHARIST            Eucharistic Prayer E 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 



Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.] 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with [N and] all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
AGNUS DEI 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 
Amen. 
 
The celebrant distributes communion. 
 
MUSIC 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYERS 
 
Almighty God, 
you have taught us through your Son 
that love is the fulfilling of the law: 
grant that we may love you with our whole heart 
and our neighbours as ourselves; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
NOTICES 
 
HYMN 539             (sung with masks) 
 
1 Let all creation dance 

in energies sublime, 
as order turns with chance, 
unfolding space and time; 
for nature's art 
in glory grows, 
and newly shows 
God's mind and heart. 

 
2 God's breath each force unfurls, 

igniting from a spark 
expanding starry swirls, 
with whirlpools dense and dark. 



Though moon and sun 
seem mindless things, 
each orbit sings: 
‘your will be done.’ 

 
3 Our own amazing earth, 

with sunlight, cloud and storms, 
and life's abundant growth 
in lovely shapes and forms 
is made for praise, 
a fragile whole, 
and from its soul 
heaven's music plays. 

 
4 Lift heart and soul and voice: 

in Christ all praises meet, 
and nature shall rejoice 
as all is made complete. 
In hope be strong, 
all life befriend, 
and kindly tend 
creation's song. 

 
BLESSING 
 
The celebrant may use a seasonal blessing, or another suitable blessing: 
 
…and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT 
This liturgy is taken from The Archbishop’s Council 2000, Common 
Worship (London: Church House Publishing, 2000). The hymns are taken 
from Ancient & Modern (Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2013). Scripture 
reference, unless otherwise noted, are from the NRSV translation of The 
Holy Bible. 
 
 
HYGIENE INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE 
As we gather at the church for worship services, it is essential that we 
follow the published guidance for everyone’s health and safety. Even if 
you feel well, you can put others at risk. As the second greatest 
commandment is to “love your neighbour as yourself” (Matthew 22.39), 
please remember that following this guidance is a matter of caring for our 
community. In general, if you feel unwell or if you have symptoms (such 
as a high temperature or a cough), you should stay at home. When you 
come to a service, you must wear a mask that covers your mouth and 
nose. Bring your own mask and hand sanitiser. Handwashing facilities 
are available in the Church Centre, if needed. Seating in the nave is 
limited to 40 people. While masks are no longer mandatory, social 
distancing is. If you are sick in any way or in an especially vulnerable 
category, please attend our Online Services on Sundays at 10:30am. If 
you have any questions or need information, please contact the office 
(office@christchurchvienna.org). 
 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Currently we are not taking a collection during any of the services in the 
church building, because of Covid-19 restrictions. We ask those of you 
who would otherwise make your donations to Christ Church by putting 
an envelope, or cash, in one of the collection bags to please leave your 
contribution in the vase at the back of the church after the service and 
before leaving the church. We continue to encourage the setting up of 
regular standing orders. 
 
 
Your contributions make a difference and we are thankful for them. 


