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ORGAN PRELUDE
Chorale Prelude on “Nun Komm der Heiden Heiland”
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

THE BIDDING

Beloved in Christ, as we await the great festival of Christmas let us prepare
ourselves so that we may be shown its true meaning. Let us hear, in lessons
from Holy Scripture, how the prophets of Israel foretold that God would visit
and redeem his waiting people. Let us rejoice through music that the good
purpose of God is being mightily fulfilled. Let us celebrate the promise that our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, will bring all people and all things into the glory
of God's eternal kingdom. The blind receive their sight and the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor
have the Gospel preached to them. But first, let us pray for the world that God
so loves, for those who have not heard the good news of God, or who do not
believe it; for those who walk in darkness and the shadow of death; and for the
Church in this place and everywhere, that it may be freed from all evil and fear,
and may in pure joy lift up the light of the love of God. These prayers and praises
let us humbly offer to God, in the words which Christ himself taught us.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

SOLO

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Latin, possibly 9th cent., based on antiphons sung each day in the week before
Christmas

THE FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 40.1-8

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her that she has served her term that her penalty is paid, that she has
received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: ‘In the

wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway
for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be
made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says ‘Cry out!” And | said, ‘What
shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of
our God will stand for ever.

SOLO
Hosanna, David’s Son
traditional Finnish Advent carol

THE SECOND LESSON: Jeremiah 23.5-6

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel
will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is
our righteousness.’

HYMN 38

1 Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding;
‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say;
‘cast away the dreams of darkness,
O ye children of the day.’

2 Wakened by the solemn warning,
let the earth-bound soul arise;
Christ, her Sun, all ill dispelling,
shines upon the morning skies.

3 Lo, the Lamb, so long expected,
comes with pardon down from heaven;
let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
one and all to be forgiven;



That when next he comes with glory,
and the world is wrapped in fear,
with his mercy he may shield us,

and with words of love draw near.

Honour, glory, might, and blessing
to the Father and the Son,

with the everlasting Spirit,

while eternal ages run.

Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen
the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a
fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then the
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the
lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For
waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert.

HYMN 41

THE THIRD LESSON: Zechariah 9.9-10

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your
king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the warhorse from Jerusalem; and the battle-bow shall be cut off, and he
shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and
from the River to the ends of the earth.

SOLO
‘Tochter Zion, freue dich’, Baptized
Georg Friederich Handel (1685-1759)

THE FOURTH LESSON: Haggai 2.6-9

For thus says the Lord of hosts: Once again, in a little while, 1 will shake the
heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all the
nations, so that the treasure of all nations shall come, and | will fill this house
with splendour, says the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine,
says the Lord of hosts. The latter splendour of this house shall be greater than
the former, says the Lord of hosts; and in this place | will give prosperity, says
the Lord of hosts.

SOLO
Chorale Prelude on “Durch Adam’s Fall ist ganz verderbt”
Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)

THE FIFTH LESSON: Isaiah 35.1-6

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and
blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and

Lo, he comes with clouds descending,
once for favoured sinners slain;
thousand thousand saints attending
swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluia!

God appears on earth to reign.

Every eye shall now behold him
robed in dreadful majesty;

those who set at naught and sold him,
pierced and nailed him to the Tree,
deeply wailing,

shall the true Messiah see.

Those dear tokens of his passion
still his dazzling body bears,
cause of endless exultation

to his ransomed worshippers:
with what rapture

gaze we on those glorious scars!

Yea, Amen, let all adore thee,
high on thine eternal throne;
Saviour, take the power and glory,
claim the kingdom for thine own
Alleluia!

Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.



THE SIXTH LESSON: Luke 1. 26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Hail, O favoured one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at
the saying, and considered in her mind what sort of greeting this might be. And
the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with
God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Most High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and
he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there will be
no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How shall this be, since | have no
husband?” And the angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
will be called holy, the Son of God. And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in
her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month with her who
was called barren. For with God nothing will be impossible.” And Mary said,
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”
And the angel departed from her.

SOLO
Magnificat Fugue in F Major
Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)

THE SEVENTH LESSON: Mark 1.1-15

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in
Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, | send my messenger before thy face, who shall
prepare thy way; the voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of
the Lord, make his paths straight — “John the baptizer appeared in the
wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And
there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem;
and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now
John was clothed with camel’s hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist,
and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes he
who is mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie. | have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.” In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. And when he came up out of the water,
immediately he saw the heavens opened and the Spirit descending upon him

like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “Thou art my beloved Son; with
thee 1 am well pleased.” The Spirit immediately drove him out into the
wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he
was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered to him. Now after John was
arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and saying, “The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and believe in the
gospel.”

A time of corporate silence for reflection.
VESPER RESPONSORY

Judah and Jerusalem, fear not, nor be dismayed;

Tomorrow go forth and the Lord will be with you.

Stand still, and you shall see the salvation of the Lord.
Tomorrow go forth and the Lord will be with you.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
Tomorrow go forth and the Lord will be with you.

We wait for your loving kindness, O Lord.

In the midst of your temple.

COLLECT

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on
the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus
Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come
again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to
the life immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

NIGHT PRAYERS

God our Father, by whose mercy the world turns safely into darkness and
returns again to light: we place in your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved
problems, and our unfulfilled hopes, knowing that only what you bless will
prosper. To your love and protection we commit each other and all those we
love, knowing that you alone are our sure defender, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.



Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our
Saviour Jesus Christ.

Amen.

THE BLESSING

Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage, hold fast to that which is
good; render to no one evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help
the afflicted; honour all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power
of the Holy Spirit. And the blessing of God Almighty the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you for ever.

Amen

ORGAN POSTLUDE
Grand Jeu
Louis Nicolas Clérambault (1676-1749)

Organist:  Andrew Couse
Violist: Noah Joseph Wimandjaja
Baritone: Joona Juntunen

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Sunday, 19 December
The Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, 6pm

Christmas Eve
The Blessing of the Crib service for families with young children, 4pm
Midnight Mass, 10.45pm

Christmas Day
Holy Communion, 9am
Sung Eucharist, 10.30am

Sunday after Christmas, 26 December, St Stephen’s Day
Holy Communion, 9am
Sung Eucharist, 10.30am

New Year’s Eve Service, 31 December
Eucharist with Carols, 4.00pm




