
 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
14 MAY 2023 

 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
Fantasia in A 
Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 
 
HYMN 445 (VERSES 1-3) 
 
1 God is here! As we his people 
 meet to offer praise and prayer, 
 may we find in fuller measure 
 what it is in Christ we share. 
 Here, as in the world around us, 
 all our varied skills and arts 
 wait the coming of his Spirit 
 into open minds and hearts. 
 
2 Here are symbols to remind us 
 of our lifelong need of grace; 
 here are table, font and pulpit; 
 here the cross has central place. 
 Here in honesty of preaching, 
 here in silence, as in speech, 
 here, in newness and renewal, 
 God the Spirit comes to each. 
 
3 Here our children find a welcome 
 in the Shepherd’s flock and fold, 
 here, as bread and wine are taken, 
 Christ sustains us as of old. 
 Here the servants of the Servant 
 seek in worship to explore 
 

 what it means in daily living 
 to believe and to adore. 
 
GREETING 
 
In the name of the living God: Father, Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
The celebrant welcomes those in attendance. 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The celebrant welcomes those in attendance. 
 
CONFESSION 
 
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Let us therefore rejoice by 
putting away all malice and evil and confessing our sins with a sincere and true 
heart. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 



and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
KYRIE ELEISON 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
COLLECT 
The celebrant prays the collect set for the day. 
 
God our redeemer, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 
to eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
LESSON              Acts 17.22-31 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 
22 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see 
how extremely religious you are in every way. 23 For as I went through 
the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found 
among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God 
who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and 
earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is he served 
by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives 



to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made 
all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so 
that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find 
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we 
live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets 
have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 29 Since we are God’s offspring, 
we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an 
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God has 
overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will 
have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 
the dead.’ 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM              Psalm 66:7-end 
 
O bless our / God you / peoples: 
 and cause his / praises / to re-/-sound,  
 
Who has held our / souls in / life: 
 who has not / suffered ∙ our / feet to / slip. 
 

For you have / proved us · O / God: 
 you have / tried us · as / silver · is / tried. 
 

You brought us / into · the / net: 
 you laid sharp / torment / on our / loins. 
 

† You let men ride over our heads *  
 we went through / fire and / water: 
 but you brought us out / into · a / place of / liberty. 
 
I will come into your house with / burnt-/-offerings: 
 and / I will / pay you · my / vows, 
 

The vows that / opened · my / lips: 
 that my mouth uttered / when I / was in / trouble. 
 

I will offer you burnt-offerings of fattened beasts * 
 with the sweet / smoke of / rams: 
 I will sacrifice a / bull · and the / flesh of / goats. 
 

Come then and hear  all / you that · fear / God: 
 and I will / tell what / he has / done for me. 
 

I called to him / with my / mouth: 
 and his / praise was / on my / tongue. 
 

If I had cherished wickedness / in my / heart: 
 the / Lord would / not have / heard me. 
 

But / God has / heard me: 
 he has / heeded · the / voice of · my / prayer. 
 

Praise / be to / God; 
 who has not turned back my prayer *  
 or his / steadfast / love / from me. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and / to the / Son: 
  and / to the / Holy / Ghost; 
 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and / ever / shall be:  
 world without / end./ A-/-men. 
 
LESSON              1 Peter 3:13-22 
 
A reading from the First Letter of Peter: 
 

13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But 
even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear 
what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify 
Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defence to anyone who 
demands from you an account of the hope that is in you; 16 yet do it with 
gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when 
you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ 



may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering 
should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18 For Christ also 
suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order 
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in 
the spirit, 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits 
in prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited 
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a 
few, that is, eight people, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, 
which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the 
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to 
him. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN 387 
 
1 Rise and hear! The Lord is speaking, 
 as the gospel words unfold; 
 we, in all our agelong seeking, 
 find no firmer truth to hold. 
 
2 Word of goodness, truth, and beauty, 
 heard by simple folk and wise, 
 word of freedom, word of duty, 
 word of life beyond our eyes. 
 
3 Word of God’s forgiveness granted 
 to the wild or guilty soul, 
 word of love that works undaunted, 
 changes, heals, and makes us whole. 
 
4 Speak to us, O Lord, believing, 
 as we hear, the sower sows; 
 may our hearts, your word receiving, 
 be the good ground where it grows. 

 
GOSPEL              John 14:15-21 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
15 ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. 17 This is the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
18 ‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will 
live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I 
in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who 
love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 
them and reveal myself to them.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord: 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The appointed preacher offers a sermon. 
 
CREED              The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 



was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
 
A member of the congregation offers prayers. 
 
PEACE 
The celebrant introduces the Peace with a suitable sentence: 
 
 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you, 
and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
All exchange an appropriate sign of peace. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 422 
 
1 Alleluia, sing to Jesus! 
 His the sceptre, his the throne; 
 alleluia, his the triumph, 
 his the victory alone: 
 hark, the songs of peaceful Sion 
 thunder like a mighty flood; 
 Jesus out of every nation 
 hath redeemed us by his blood. 
 
2 Alleluia, not as orphans 
 are we left in sorrow now; 
 alleluia, he is near us, 
 faith believes, nor questions how: 
 though the cloud from sight received him, 
 when the forty days were o'er, 
 shall our hearts forget his promise, 
 ‘I am with you evermore’? 
 
3 Alleluia, bread of angels, 
 thou on earth our food, our stay; 
 alleluia, here the sinful 
 flee to thee from day to day: 
 Intercessor, Friend of sinners, 
 earth's Redeemer, plead for me, 
 where the songs of all the sinless 
 sweep across the crystal sea. 
 
4 Alleluia, King eternal, 
 thee the Lord of lords we own; 
 alleluia, born of Mary, 
 earth thy footstool, heaven thy throne: 
 thou within the veil hast entered, 
 robed in flesh, our great High Priest; 
 thou on earth both Priest and Victim 
 in the eucharistic feast. 
 
 



EUCHARIST            Eucharistic Prayer E 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.] 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with [N and] all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
AGNUS DEI 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 

INVITATION 
 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 
Amen. 
 
The celebrant distributes communion. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 546 
 
1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
 consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
 I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
 thy power throughout the universe displayed: 
 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
 ‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’ 
 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
 ‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’ 
 
2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
 and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
 when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
 and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze: 
 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
 ‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’ 
 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
 ‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’ 
 
3 And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
 sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
 that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
 he bled and died to take away my sin: 
 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
 ‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’ 



 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
 ‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’ 
 
4 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
 and take me home – what joy shall fill my heart! 
 Then shall I bow in humble adoration 
 and there proclaim, ‘My God, how great thou art!’ 
 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
 ‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’ 
 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
 ‘How great thou art! How great thou art!’ 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYERS 
 

God our Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 
may we thirst for you, 
the spring of life and source of goodness, 
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God Almighty 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN 739 
 
1 Now thank we all our God 
 with hearts and hands and voices, 
 who wondrous things hath done, 
 in whom his world rejoices; 
 who from our mother’s arms 
 hath blessed us on our way 
 with countless gifts of love, 
 and still is ours today. 
 
2 O may this bounteous God 
 through all our life be near us, 
 with ever joyful hearts 
 and blessed peace to cheer us; 
 and keep us in his grace, 
 and guide us when perplexed, 
 and free us from all ills 
 in this world and the next. 
 
3 All praise and thanks to God 
 the Father now be given, 
 the Son, and him who reigns 
 with them in highest heaven, 
 the one eternal God, 
 whom earth and heaven adore; 
 for thus it was, is now, 
 and shall be evermore. 
 
 



DISMISSAL 
 
Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 
Prelude in G 
Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 
 

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT 
This liturgy is taken from The Archbishop’s Council 2000, Common Worship (London: 
Church House Publishing, 2000). The hymns are taken from Ancient & Modern (Norwich: 
Canterbury Press, 2013). Scripture reference, unless otherwise noted, are from the NRSV 
translation of The Holy Bible. 
 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We are taking a collection during all of the services in the church building through the 
offering plate and through a tap and pay card reading system at the back of the church. 
PayPal and standing orders are also possible through our website or by contacting the 
church Treasurer. More information is available on our website. 
 
 
Your contributions make a difference, and we are thankful for them. 


