
 
 

MOTHERING SUNDAY 
27 MARCH 2022 

 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
 
HYMN 679 
 
1 In Christ there is no east or west, 
 in him no south or north, 
 but one great fellowship of love 
 throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
2 In him shall true hearts everywhere 
 their high communion find; 
 his service is the golden cord, 
 close binding humankind. 
 
3 Join hands, then, children of the faith, 
 whate’er your race may be; 
 who serves my Father as his child 
 is surely kin to me. 
 
4 In Christ now meet both east and west, 
 in him meet south and north; 
 all Christlike souls are one in him, 
 throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
GREETING 
 
In the name of the living God: 
Father, Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
The celebrant welcomes those in attendance. 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
The celebrant uses an invitation to confession. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
KYRIE ELEISON 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 



 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
COLLECT 
The celebrant prays the collect set for the day. 
 
God of compassion, 
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 
shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 
and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 
strengthen us in our daily living 
that in joy and in sorrow 
we may know the power of your presence 
to bind together and to heal; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LESSON             1 Samuel 1:20-28 
 
A reading from the book of 1 Samuel: 
 
20 In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for 
she said, ‘I have asked him of the LORD.’ 21 The man Elkanah and all his 
household went up to offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice, and to pay his 
vow. 22 But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, ‘As soon as the 
child is weaned, I will bring him, that he may appear in the presence of 
the LORD, and remain there for ever; I will offer him as a nazirite for all 
time.’ 23 Her husband Elkanah said to her, ‘Do what seems best to you, wait 
until you have weaned him; only—may the LORD establish his word.’ So the 
woman remained and nursed her son, until she weaned him. 24 When she had 
weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an 
ephah of flour, and a skin of wine. She brought him to the house of the LORD at 
Shiloh; and the child was young. 25 Then they slaughtered the bull, and they 
brought the child to Eli. 26 And she said, ‘Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I 
am the woman who was standing here in your presence, praying to 
the LORD. 27 For this child I prayed; and the LORD has granted me the petition 
that I made to him. 28 Therefore I have lent him to the LORD; as long as he lives, 
he is given to the LORD.’ She left him there for the LORD. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM               Psalm 18:8-18 
 
8 The earth trembled and quaked; 
 the foundations of the mountains shook; 
 they reeled because he was angry. 
 
9 Smoke rose from his nostrils 
 and a consuming fire went out of his mouth; 
 burning coals blazed forth from him. 
 
10 He parted the heavens and came down 
 and thick darkness was under his feet. 
 
 



11 He rode upon the cherubim and flew; 
 he came flying on the wings of the wind. 
 
12 He made darkness his covering round about him, 
 dark waters and thick clouds his pavilion. 
 
13 From the brightness of his presence, through the clouds 
 burst hailstones and coals of fire. 
 
14 The Lord also thundered out of heaven; 
 the Most High uttered his voice 
 with hailstones and coals of fire. 
 
15 He sent out his arrows and scattered them; 
 he hurled down lightnings and put them to flight. 
 
16 The springs of the ocean were seen, 
 and the foundations of the world uncovered 
 at your rebuke, O Lord, 
 at the blast of the breath of your displeasure. 
 
17 He reached down from on high and took me; 
 he drew me out of the mighty waters. 
 
18 He delivered me from my strong enemy, 
 from foes that were too mighty for me. 
 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now,  
 and shall be forever. Amen. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN 327 
 
1 Awake, awake: fling off the night! 
 For God has sent his glorious light; 
 and we who live in Christ's new day 
 must works of darkness put away. 
 

2 Awake and rise, with love renewed, 
 and with the Spirit’s power endued. 
 The light of life in us must glow, 
 and fruits of truth and goodness show 
 
3 Let in the light; all sin expose 
 to Christ, whose life no darkness knows. 
 Before his cross expectant kneel; 
 his light will judge and, judging, heal. 
 
4 Awake, and rise up from the dead, 
 and Christ his light on you will shed. 
 Its power will wrong desires destroy, 
 and your whole nature fill with joy. 
 
5 Then sing for joy, and use each day; 
 give thanks for everything alway. 
 Lift up your hearts; with one accord 
 praise God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
GOSPEL              Luke 2:33-35 
 
Har the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 
be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord: 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
 
 
 



CREED 
 
Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A member of the congregation offers prayers. 
 
PEACE 
The celebrant introduces the Peace with a suitable sentence: 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you, 
and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
All exchange an appropriate sign of peace. 
 
HYMN 497 
 
1 Lord of the Church, we pray for our renewing: 
 Christ over all, our undivided aim. 
 Fire of the Spirit, burn for our enduing, 
 wind of the Spirit, fan the living flame! 
 We turn to Christ amid our fear and failing, 
 the will that lacks the courage to be free, 
 the weary labours, all but unavailing, 
 to bring us nearer what a church should be. 
 

2 Lord of the Church, we seek a Father’s blessing, 
 a true repentance and a faith restored, 
 a swift obedience and a new possessing, 
 filled with the Holy Spirit of the Lord! 
 We turn to Christ from all our restless striving, 
 unnumbered voices with a single prayer: 
 the living water for our souls’ reviving, 
 in Christ to live, and love and serve and care. 
 
3 Lord of the Church, we long for our uniting, 
 true to one calling, by one vision stirred; 
 one cross proclaiming and one creed reciting, 
 one in the truth of Jesus and his word. 
 So lead us on; till toil and trouble ended, 
 one Church triumphant one new song shall sing, 
 to praise his glory, risen and ascended, 
 Christ over all, the everlasting King! 
 
EUCHARIST            Eucharistic Prayer E 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and death. 
And so we gladly thank you, 
with saints and angels praising you, and saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.] 



 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with [N and] all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
AGNUS DEI 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 



 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
 
INVITATION 
 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 
Amen. 
 
The celebrant distributes communion. 
 
MUSIC 
Sonata in G major for Recorder and Violin 
Georg Philip Telemann (1681-1767) 
Performed by Bill Ayers & Elizabeth Koyama 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYERS 
 
Loving God, 
as a mother feeds her children at the breast 
you feed us in this sacrament with the food and drink of eternal life: 
help us who have tasted your goodness 
to grow in grace within the household of faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
NOTICES 
 
BLESSING OF THE SIMNEL CAKE 
 
BLESSING 
The celebrant gives a suitable blessing: 
 
…and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN 394 
 
1 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
 Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 
 tender to me the promise of his word; 
 in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 
2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name! 
 Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
 his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
 his holy name, the Lord, the mighty one. 
 
3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
 Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 
 Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
 the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 



 
4 Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
 Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
 to children's children and for evermore! 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 
 

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT 
This liturgy is taken from The Archbishop’s Council 2000, Common 
Worship (London: Church House Publishing, 2000). The hymns are taken 
from Ancient & Modern (Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2013). Scripture 
reference, unless otherwise noted, are from the NRSV translation of The 
Holy Bible. 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Since the beginning of the pandemic (first Austrian lockdown on 17 March 
2020), we have not been taking a collection during the services in the 
church building. We ask those of you who would otherwise make your 
donations to Christ Church to consider setting up regular standing orders 
or some other electronic means of contributing. More information is 
available on our website. 
 
Your contributions make a difference and we are thankful for them. 


