
 
 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 
THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST 

8 JANUARY 2023 
 
PRELUDE 
 
HYMN 104 (OMIT * VERSE) 
 
1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
 Jesu, Lord, to thee we raise, 
 manifested by the star 
 to the sages from afar; 
 branch of royal David’s stem 
 in thy birth at Bethlehem: 
 anthems be to thee addrest, 
 God in man made manifest. 
 
2 Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 
 Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 
 and at Cana wedding-guest 
 in thy Godhead manifest; 
 manifest in power divine, 
 changing water into wine: 
 anthems be to thee addrest, 
 God in man made manifest. 
 
3 Manifest in making whole 
 palsied limbs and fainting soul; 
 manifest in valiant fight, 
 quelling all the devil’s might; 
 manifest in gracious will, 
 ever bringing good from ill: 
 anthems be to thee addrest, 
 God in man made manifest. 

 
5 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, 
 mirrored in thy holy word; 
 may we imitate thee now, 
 and be pure, as pure art thou; 
 that we like to thee may be 
 at thy great Epiphany; 
 and may praise thee, ever blest, 
 God in man made manifest. 
 
GREETING 
 
In the name of the living God: Father, Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
The celebrant welcomes those in attendance. 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
The officiant uses an invitation to confession. 
 
The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 
Let us confess our sins. 
 



Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, 
through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
KYRIE ELEISON 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
COLLECT 
The celebrant prays the collect set for the day. 
 
Eternal Father, 
who at the baptism of Jesus 
revealed him to be your Son, 
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, 
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OLD TESTAMENT READING         Isaiah 42:1-9 
 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet of Isaiah: 
 
1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I 
have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will 
not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will 
not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring 
forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established 
justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 5 Thus says God, 
the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the 
earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit 
to those who walk in it: 6 I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I 
have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to 
the people, a light to the nations, 7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out 
the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8 I 
am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to 
idols. 9 See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                Psalm 29 
 
Ascribe to the Lord you / sons of / heaven: 
 ascribe to the / Lord / glory · and / might. 
 
Ascribe to the Lord the honour / due · to his / name: 
 O worship the Lord in the / beauty / of his / holiness. 
 
The voice of the Lord is up-/-on the / waters: 
 the God of glory thunders the Lord up-/-on  
 the / great / waters. 
 
The voice of the Lord is mighty in / oper-/-ation: 
 the voice of the / Lord · is a / glori·ous / voice. 
 
 

The voice of the Lord / breaks the / cedar-trees: 
 the Lord breaks in / pieces · the / cedars · of / Lebanon; 
 
He makes them / skip · like a / calf: 
 Lebanon and Sirion / like a / young wild / ox. 
 
The voice of the Lord di-/-vides the / lightning-flash: 
 the voice of the Lord whirls the sands of the desert * 
 the Lord / whirls the / desert · of / Kadesh. 
 
The voice of the Lord rends the terebinth trees *  
 and strips / bare the / forests:  
 in his / temple / all cry / ‘Glory!’ 
 
The Lord sits enthroned a-/-bove the / water-flood: 
 the Lord sits en-/-throned · as a / king for / ever. 
 
The Lord will give / strength · to his / people: 
 the Lord will give to his / people · the / blessing · of / peace. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and / to the / Son: 
  and / to the / Holy / Ghost; 
 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and / ever / shall be:  
 world without / end./ A-/-men. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING         Acts 10:34-43 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 
34 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he 
did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on 



a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not 
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach 
to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN 108 
 
1 When Jesus came to Jordan 
 to be baptized by John, 
 he did not come for pardon, 
 but as his Father’s Son. 
 He came to share repentance 
 with all who mourn their sins, 
 to speak the vital sentence 
 with which good news begins. 
 
2 He came to share temptation, 
 our utmost woe and loss, 
 for us and our salvation 
 to die upon the cross. 
 So when the Dove descended 
 on him, the Son of Man, 
 the hidden years had ended, 
 the age of grace began. 
 
3 Come, Holy Spirit, aid us 
 to keep the vows we make, 
 this very day invade us, 
 and every bondage break. 
 Come, give our lives direction, 
 the gift we covet most: 
 to share the resurrection 
 that leads to Pentecost. 
 

GOSPEL             Matthew 3:13-17 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 
him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, 
and do you come to me?’ 15 But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is 
proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. 16 And 
when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, 
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord: 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
CREED              The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 



On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
A member of the congregation offers prayers. 
 
PEACE 
The celebrant introduces the Peace with a suitable sentence: 
 
Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there shall be no end. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
HYMN 453 
 
1 Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour 
 first-begotten from the dead, 
 thou alone, our strong defender, 
 liftest up thy people’s head. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, 
 Jesu, true and living bread. 

 
2 Here our humblest homage pay we, 
 here in loving reverence bow; 
 here for faith’s discernment pray we, 
 lest we fail to know thee now. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, 
 thou art here, we ask not how. 
 
3 Though the lowliest form doth veil thee 
 as of old in Bethlehem, 
 here as there thine angels hail thee, 
 branch and flower of Jesse’s stem. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, 
 we in worship join with them. 
 
4 Paschal Lamb, thine offering, finished 
 once for all when thou wast slain, 
 in its fullness undiminished 
 shall for evermore remain, 
 Alleluia, alleluia, 
 cleansing souls from every stain. 
 
5 Life-imparting heavenly manna, 
 stricken rock with streaming side, 
 heaven and earth with loud hosanna 
 worship thee, the Lamb who died, 
 Alleluia, alleluia, 
 risen, ascended, glorified! 
 
EUCHARIST            Eucharistic Prayer A 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
 



All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 
In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.] 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
AGNUS DEI 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
 

INVITATION 
 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
Amen. 
 
The celebrant distributes communion. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 566 
 
1 Put peace into each other’s hands 
 and like a treasure hold it, 
 protect it like a candle-flame, 
 with tenderness enfold it. 
 
2 Put peace into each other’s hands 
 with loving expectation; 
 be gentle in your words and ways, 
 in touch with God’s creation. 
 
3 Put peace into each other’s hands 
 like bread we break for sharing; 
 look people warmly in the eye: 
 our life is meant for caring. 
 
4 Give thanks for strong — yet tender — hands, 
 held out in trust and blessing. 
 Where words fall short, let hands speak out, 
 the heights of love expressing. 
 
5 Reach out in friendship, stay with faith 
 in touch with those around you. 
 Put peace into each other’s hands: 
 the Peace that sought and found you. 
 
 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYERS 
 
Lord of all time and eternity, 
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 
by the power of your Spirit 
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 
through the waters of the new creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The celebrant may use a seasonal blessing, or another suitable blessing: 
 
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory 
and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; 
…and the blessing of God Almighty 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN 107 
 
1 The sinless one to Jordan came 
 to share our fallen nature’s blame; 
 God’s righteousness he thus fulfilled 
 and chose the path his Father willed. 
 
 
 

2 Uprising from the waters there, 
 the voice from heaven did witness bear 
 that he, the Son of God, had come 
 to lead his scattered people home. 
 
3 Above him see the heavenly Dove, 
 the sign of God the Father’s love, 
 now by the Holy Spirit shed 
 upon the Son’s anointed head. 
 
4 How blest that mission then begun 
 to heal and save a race undone; 
 straight to the wilderness he goes 
 to wrestle with his people’s foes. 
 
5 Dear Lord, let those baptized from sin 
 go forth with you, a world to win; 
 and send the Holy Spirit’s power 
 to shield them in temptation’s hour. 
 
6 On you shall all your people feed 
 and know you are the Bread indeed, 
 who gives eternal life to those 
 that with you died, and with you rose. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 



 

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT 
This liturgy is taken from The Archbishop’s Council 2000, Common 
Worship (London: Church House Publishing, 2000). The hymns are taken 
from Ancient & Modern (Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2013). Scripture 
reference, unless otherwise noted, are from the NRSV translation of The 
Holy Bible. 
 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We are taking a collection during all of the services in the church building 
through the offering plate and through a tap and pay card reading system 
at the back of the church. PayPal and standing orders are also possible 
through our website or by contacting the church Treasurer. More 
information is available on our website. 
 
 
Your contributions make a difference, and we are thankful for them. 


