
 
 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 
24 JANUARY 2021 

 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
Adagio, Sonata in D Major, op. 1, 13 
George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) 
 
GREETING 
 
In the name of the living God: Father, Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
The celebrant welcomes those in attendance. 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
The officiant uses an invitation to confession. 
 
The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 

Let us confess our sins. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 
KYRIE ELEISON 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS               (said) 
 
 



Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
COLLECT 
The celebrant prays the collect set for the day. 
 
Almighty God, 
whose Son revealed in signs and miracles 
the wonder of your saving presence: 
renew your people with your heavenly grace, 
and in all our weakness 
sustain us by your mighty power; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
LESSON             Revelation 19:6-21 
 
 
 
 

A reading from the Book of Revelation: 
 
6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the sound 
of many waters and like the sound of mighty thunder-peals, crying out, 
‘Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and exult 
and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his bride 
has made herself ready; 8 to her it has been granted to be clothed with fine linen, 
bright and pure’—for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 9 And 
the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.’ And he said to me, ‘These are true words of God.’ 
10 Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, ‘You must not 
do that! I am a fellow-servant with you and your comrades who hold the 
testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy.’ 11 Then I saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse! Its rider 
is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 
His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems; and he has 
a name inscribed that no one knows but himself. 13 He is clothed in a robe 
dipped in blood, and his name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies of 
heaven, wearing fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white 
horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the 
nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron; he will tread the wine press 
of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he 
has a name inscribed, ‘King of kings and Lord of lords’. 17 Then I saw an angel 
standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly in 
mid-heaven, ‘Come, gather for the great supper of God, 18 to eat the flesh of 
kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of the mighty, the flesh of horses and their 
riders—flesh of all, both free and slave, both small and great.’ 19 Then I saw the 
beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against 
the rider on the horse and against his army. 20 And the beast was captured, and 
with it the false prophet who had performed in its presence the signs by which 
he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who 
worshipped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that 
burns with sulphur. 21 And the rest were killed by the sword of the rider on the 
horse, the sword that came from his mouth; and all the birds were gorged with 
their flesh. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



PSALM                Psalm 128 
 
1 Blessed are all those who fear the Lord 
 and walk in his ways. 
 
2 You shall eat the fruit of the toil of your hands; 
 it shall go well with you, and happy shall you be.  
 
3 Your wife within your house 
 shall be like a fruitful vine; 
 your children round your table, 
 like fresh olive branches. 
 
4 Thus shall the one be blest 
 who fears the Lord. 
 
5 The Lord from out of Zion bless you,   
 that you may see Jerusalem in prosperity 
 all the days of your life. 
 
6 May you see your children’s children 
 and may there be peace upon Israel. 
 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now,  
 and shall be forever. Amen 
 
GOSPEL               John 2:1-11 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of 
Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the 
wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have 
no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to 
me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever 
he tells you.” 6 Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites 

of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill 
the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 He said to them, 
“Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9 When 
the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it 
came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward 
called the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, 
and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have 
kept the good wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of 
Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord: 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The appointed preacher offers a sermon. 
 
CREED              The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 



and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
A member of the congregation offers prayers. 
 
PEACE 
The celebrant introduces the Peace with a suitable sentence: 
 
Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there shall be no end. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you, 
and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
All exchange an appropriate sign of peace. 
 
MUSIC 
Allegro, Sonata in D Major 
George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) 
 
EUCHARIST            Eucharistic Prayer E 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 
In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.] 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
 



Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with [N and] all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
AGNUS DEI 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
GIVING OF COMMUNION 
 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 



which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 
Amen. 
 
The celebrant distributes communion. 
 
MUSIC 
Larghetto, Sonata in D Major 
George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYERS 
 
Almighty Father, 
whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world: 
may your people, 
illumined by your word and sacraments, 
shine with the radiance of his glory, 
that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed 
to the ends of the earth; 
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
NOTICES 
 
 

BLESSING 
 
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory 
and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; 
and the blessing of God Almighty 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  
be among you 
and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 
Allegro, Sonata in D Major 
George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) 
 

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT 
This liturgy is taken from The Archbishop’s Council 2000, Common 
Worship (London: Church House Publishing, 2000). The hymns are taken 
from Ancient & Modern (Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2013). Scripture 
reference, unless otherwise noted, are from the NRSV translation of The 
Holy Bible. 
 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Currently we are not taking a collection during any of the services in the 
church building, because of Covid-19 restrictions. We ask those of you 
who would otherwise make your donations to Christ Church to consider 
setting up regular standing orders or some other electronic means of 
contributing. More information is available on our website. 
 
 
Your contributions make a difference, and we are thankful for them. 


