
 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
4 DECEMBER 2022 

 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
Veni Redemptor Gentium, Versus 1 
Samuel Scheidt (1587-1654) 
 
HYMN 38 
 
1 Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding; 
 ‘Christ is nigh,’ it seems to say; 
 ‘cast away the dreams of darkness, 
 O ye children of the day.’ 
 
2 Wakened by the solemn warning, 
 let the earth-bound soul arise; 
 Christ, her Sun, all ill dispelling, 
 shines upon the morning skies. 
 
3 Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, 
 comes with pardon down from heaven; 
 let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
 one and all to be forgiven; 
 
4 That when next he comes with glory, 
 and the world is wrapped in fear, 
 with his mercy he may shield us, 
 and with words of love draw near. 
 
5 Honour, glory, might, and blessing 
 to the Father and the Son, 
 with the everlasting Spirit, 
 while eternal ages run. 
 

GREETING 
 
In the name of the living God: Father, Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
The celebrant welcomes those in attendance. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE 
 
ADVENT PROSE 
 
 Drop down, ye heavens, from above, 
 and let the skies rain down righteousness. 
 
1 Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, 
 neither remember iniquity forever: 
 thy holy cities are a wilderness, 
 Sion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation: 
 our holy and our beautiful house, 
 where our fathers praised thee. 
 
 Drop down, ye heavens, from above, 
 and let the skies rain down righteousness. 
 
2 We have sinned, and are as an unclean thing, 
 and we all do fade as a leaf: 
 and our iniquities, like the wind, 
 have taken us away: 
 thou hast hid thy face from us: 
 and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities. 
 
 Drop down, ye heavens, from above, 
 and let the skies rain down righteousness. 
 
3 Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, 
 and my servant whom I have chosen: 



 that ye may know me and believe me: 
 I, even I, am the Lord, 
 and beside me there is no Saviour: 
 and there is none that can deliver out of my hand. 
 
 Drop down, ye heavens, from above, 
 and let the skies rain down righteousness. 
 
4 Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, 
 my salvation shall not tarry: 
 I have blotted out as a thick cloud 
 thy transgressions: Fear not, for I will save thee: 
 For I am the Lord thy God, 
 the Holy One of Israel, thy Redeemer. 
 
 Drop down, ye heavens, from above, 
 and let the skies rain down righteousness. 
 
The service continues with the Prayer of Preparation. 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE SUMMARY OF THE LAW AND PROPHETS 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord; 
and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength. 
This is the first commandment. 

And the second is like, namely this: 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
There is none other commandment greater than these. 
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
Lord, have mercy upon us, 
and write all these thy laws in our hearts, we beseech thee. 
 
CONFESSION 
The officiant uses an invitation to confession. 
 
When the Lord comes, 
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, 
through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
KYRIE ELEISON 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 



 
ABSOLUTION 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
COLLECT 
The celebrant prays the collect set for the day. 
 
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power 
and come among us, 
and with great might succour us; 
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 
we are grievously hindered 
in running the race that is set before us, 
your bountiful grace and mercy 
may speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING         Isaiah 11:1-10 
 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah: 
 
1 A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of 
his roots. 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the LORD. 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge 
by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with righteousness 
he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he 
shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 

he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and 
faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze, their young 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand 
on the adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for 
the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 
10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM               Psalm 72:1-7 
 
Give the king your / judgement · O / God: 
 and your righteousness to the / son / of a / king, 
 
That he may judge your / people / rightly: 
 and the / poor · of the / land with / equity. 
 
Let the mountains be laden with peace  
 be-/-cause of · his / righteousness: 
 and the hills also with pros-/-peri·ty / for his / people. 
 
May he give justice to the poor a-/-mong the / people: 
 and rescue the children of the / needy · and / 
 crush · the op-/-pressor. 
 
May he live while the / sun en-/-dures: 
 and while the moon gives light through-/-out all / gener-/-ations. 
 
May he come down like rain upon the / new-mown / fields: 
 and as / showers · that / water · the / earth. 
 
In his time shall / righteous·ness / flourish: 
 and abundance of peace till the / moon shall / be no / more. 
 



Glory be to the Father, and / to the / Son: 
  and / to the / Holy / Ghost; 
 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and / ever / shall be:  
 world without / end./ A-/-men. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING        Romans 15:4-13 
 
A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans: 
 

4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that 
by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have 
hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together 
you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised 
on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given 
to the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. 
As it is written, ‘Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing 
praises to your name’; 10 and again he says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his 
people’; 11 and again, ‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples 
praise him’; 12 and again Isaiah says, ‘The root of Jesse shall come, the one who 
rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.’ 13 May the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN 46 
 
1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
 announces that the Lord is nigh; 
 awake and hearken, for he brings 
 glad tidings from the King of kings. 
 
2 Then cleansed be every breast from sin; 
 make straight the way for God within; 

 prepare we in our hearts a home, 
 where such a mighty guest may come. 
 
3 For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
 our refuge and our great reward; 
 without thy grace we waste away, 
 like flowers that wither and decay. 
 
4 To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, 
 and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
 shine forth, and let thy light restore 
 earth’s own true loveliness once more. 
 
5 All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
 whose advent sets thy people free, 
 whom with the Father we adore, 
 and Holy Ghost for evermore. 
 
GOSPEL              Matthew 3:1-12 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2 ’Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 3 This is the 
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The voice of one crying 
out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”‘ 
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then the people of Jerusalem and 
all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6 and they 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he 
saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit 
worthy of repentance. 9 Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have 
Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise 
up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; 
every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire. 11 ’I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will 



baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing-fork is in his hand, 
and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord: 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
CREED              The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
A member of the congregation offers prayers. 
 
PEACE 
The celebrant introduces the Peace with a suitable sentence: 
 
In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
HYMN 42 
 
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness.  
 Longing for truth, we turn to you.  
 Make us your own, your holy people,  
 light for the world to see.  
 Christ, be our light!  
 Shine in our hearts.  
 Shine through the darkness.  
 Christ, be our light!  
 Shine in your church gathered today.  
 
2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled.  
 Longing for hope, many despair.  
 Your word alone has power to save us.  
 Make us your living voice.  
 Christ, be our light!  



 Shine in our hearts.  
 Shine through the darkness.  
 Christ, be our light!  
 Shine in your church gathered today.   
 
3 Longing for food, many are hungry.  
 Longing for water, many still thirst.  
 Make us your bread, broken for others,  
 shared until all are fed.  
 Christ, be our light!  
 Shine in our hearts.  
 Shine through the darkness.  
 Christ, be our light!  
 Shine in your church gathered today.   
 
4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless.  
 Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
 Make us your building, sheltering others,  
 walls made of living stone. 
 Christ, be our light!  
 Shine in our hearts.  
 Shine through the darkness.  
 Christ, be our light!  
 Shine in your church gathered today.   
 
5 Many the gifts, many the people,  
 many the hearts that yearn to belong.  
 Let us be servants to one another,  
 making your kingdom come.  
 Christ, be our light!  
 Shine in our hearts.  
 Shine through the darkness.  
 Christ, be our light!  
 Shine in your church gathered today. 
 
EUCHARIST            Eucharistic Prayer A 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 
almighty God and everlasting Father, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, 
he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world 
to open for us the way of salvation. 
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 
we now watch for the day 
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven 
to proclaim your glory, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.] 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
 



In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
AGNUS DEI 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 



INVITATION 
 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
Amen. 
 
The celebrant distributes communion. 
 
ANTHEM 
Prepare the Way, O Zion 
Then Swenska Psalmboken (1697) 
 
HYMN 447 (VERSES 1-2, 5-6) 
 
1 Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face; 
 here would I touch and handle things unseen, 
 here grasp with firmer hand the eternal grace, 
 and all my weariness upon thee lean. 
 
2 Here would I feed upon the bread of God, 
 here drink with thee the royal wine of heaven; 
 here would I lay aside each earthly load, 
 here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiven. 
 
5 Too soon we rise; the symbols disappear; 
 the feast, though not the love, is past and gone; 
 the bread and wine remove, but thou art here, 
 nearer than ever, still our shield and sun. 
 
6 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 
 yet, passing, points to the glad feast above, 
 giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 
 the Lamb’s great bridal feast of bliss and love. 
 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYERS 
 
Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The celebrant may use a seasonal blessing, or another suitable blessing: 
 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
…and the blessing of God Almighty 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN 75 
 
1 Long ago, prophets knew 
 Christ would come, born a Jew, 
 come to make all things new; 
 bear his people's burden, 



 freely love and pardon. 
 Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
 sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
 When he comes, 
 when he comes, 
 who will make him welcome? 
 
2 God in time, God in man, 
 this is God's timeless plan: 
 he will come, as a man, 
 born himself of woman, 
 God divinely human. 
 Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
 sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
 When he comes, 
 when he comes, 
 who will make him welcome? 
 
3 Mary, hail! Though afraid, 
 she believed, she obeyed. 
 In her womb, God is laid: 
 till the time expected, 
 nurtured and protected. 
 Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
 sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
 When he comes, 
 when he comes, 
 who will make him welcome? 
 
4 Journey ends! Where afar 
 Bethlem shines, like a star, 
 stable door stands ajar. 
 Unborn Son of Mary, 
 Saviour, do not tarry! 
 Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
 sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
 Jesus comes! 
 Jesus comes! 
 We will make him welcome! 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 
Toccata Prima 
Georg Muffat (1653-1704) 
 

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT 
This liturgy is taken from The Archbishop’s Council 2000, Common 
Worship (London: Church House Publishing, 2000). The hymns are taken 
from Ancient & Modern (Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2013). Scripture 
reference, unless otherwise noted, are from the NRSV translation of The 
Holy Bible. 
 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We are taking a collection during all of the services in the church building 
through the offering plate and through a tap and pay card reading system 
at the back of the church. PayPal and standing orders are also possible 
through our website or by contacting the church Treasurer. More 
information is available on our website. 
 
 
Your contributions make a difference, and we are thankful for them. 


