
 
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
31 DECEMBER 2020 

 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
Duo a deux basses 
Michel Corrette (1707-1795) 
 
GREETING 
 
In the name of the living God: 
Father, Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
CONFESSION 
The officiant uses an invitation to confession. 
 
Hear the words of the angel to Joseph: 
‘You shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.’ 
Therefore let us seek the forgiveness of God 
through Jesus the Saviour of the world. 

 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
KYRIE ELEISON 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
COLLECT 
The officiant prays the collect set for the day. 
 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
whose years never fail,  
and whose mercies are new each returning day:  
let the radiance of your Spirit renew our lives,  
warming our hearts and giving light to our minds;  
that we pass the coming year  
in joyful obedience and firm faith;  
through him who is the beginning and the end,  
your Son Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON            Numbers 6:22-27 
 
A reading from the Book of Numbers: 
 

22 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23 Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, 
Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 24 The LORD bless 
you and keep you; 25 the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; 26 the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you 
peace. 27 So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM                 Psalm 1 
 
1 Blessed are those 

who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 
or take the path that sinners tread, 
or sit in the seat of scoffers; 

 
2  but their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

and on his law they meditate day and night. 
 
3 They are like trees 

planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, 
and their leaves do not wither. 
In all that they do, they prosper. 

 
4 The wicked are not so, 

but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
 
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgement, 

nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
 
6 for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 

but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
 and to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
 world without end. Amen. 
 



SECOND LESSON            Ephesians 1:3-6 
 
A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians: 
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose 
us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless 
before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus 
Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious 
grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  
 
GOSPEL              Matthew 5:1-12 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat 
down, his disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, 
saying: 3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 ‘Blessed are the 
meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they 
will receive mercy. 8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 11 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord: 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The appointed preacher offers a sermon. 
 
ORGAN INTERLUDE 
Recit de Nazard 
Michel Corrette (1707-1795) 

 
CREED             The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead and buried. 
He descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic Church; 
the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
A QUIET TIME FOR SILENT REFLECTION 
 
A PENTITENTIAL LITANY 
 
God our Father, 
we come to you in sorrow for our sins. 
For turning away from you, 
and ignoring your will for our lives; 
Father, forgive us: 
save us and help us. 
 
For behaving just as we wish, 
without thinking of you; 
Father, forgive us: 
save us and help us. 
 



For failing you by what we do, 
and think and say; 
Father, forgive us: 
save us and help us. 
 
For letting ourselves be drawn away from you 
by temptations in the world about us; 
Father, forgive us: 
save us and help us. 
 
For living as if we were ashamed 
to belong to your Son; 
Father, forgive us: 
save us and help us. 
 
A QUIET TIME FOR THANKSGIVINGS 
 
GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants do give thee 
most humble and hearty thanks for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to us 
and to all men; [*particularly to those who desire now to offer up their praises 
and thanksgivings for thy late mercies vouchsafed unto them.] We bless thee 
for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all 
for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And we beseech 
thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that our hearts may be 
unfeignedly thankful, and that we shew forth thy praise, not only with our lips, 
but in our lives; by giving up ourselves to thy service, and by walking before 
thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost be all honour and glory, world 
without end. 
Amen. 
 
A QUIET TIME FOR INTERCESSIONS 
 
 
 
 

THE LITANY 
 
Let us pray. 
God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
God the Son, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
God the Holy Spirit, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
Hear our prayers, O Lord our God. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
Govern and direct your holy Church; 
fill it with love and truth; 
and grant it that unity which is your will. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
Give us boldness to preach the gospel in all the world, 
and to make disciples of all the nations. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
Enlighten Robert and David, our Bishops, and all who minister 
with knowledge and understanding, 
that by their teaching and their lives they may proclaim your word. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
Give your people grace to hear and receive your word, 
and to bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
Bring into the way of truth all who have erred 
and are deceived. 
Hear us, good Lord. 



Strengthen those who stand; 
comfort and help the faint-hearted; 
raise up the fallen; 
and finally beat down Satan under our feet. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
Guide the leaders of the nations 
into the ways of peace and justice. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
Guard and strengthen your servant Elizabeth our Queen (and all our leaders), 
that they may put their trust in you, 
and seek your honour and glory. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
Endue the High Court of Parliament (and all Parliaments) 
and all the Ministers of the Crown (and of all nations) 
with wisdom and understanding. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
Bless those who administer the law, 
that they may uphold justice, honesty and truth. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
Give us the will to use the resources of the earth to your glory, 
and for the good of all creation. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
Bless and keep all your people. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
Bring your joy into all families; 
strengthen and deliver those in childbirth, 
watch over children and guide the young, 
bring reconciliation to those in discord 
and peace to those in stress. 
Hear us, good Lord. 
 
 

Help and comfort the lonely, the bereaved and the oppressed. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Keep in safety those who travel, and all who are in danger. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Heal the sick in body and mind, 
and provide for the homeless, the hungry and the destitute. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Show your pity on prisoners and refugees, 
and all who are in trouble. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Forgive our enemies, persecutors and slanderers, 
and turn their hearts. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Hear us as we remember 
those who have died in the peace of Christ, 
both those who have confessed the faith 
and those whose faith is known to you alone, 
and grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Give us true repentance; 
forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance 
and our deliberate sins; 
and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit 
to amend our lives according to your holy word. 
Holy God, 
holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
PEACE 
 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 



The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 
Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one 
things earthly and heavenly, 
fill you with peace and goodwill 
and make you partakers of the divine nature; 
and the blessing of God Almighty 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  
be among you 
and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 
Adagio for Organ, Op.57 Nr.2 
J. Christian Heinrich Rinck (1770-1846) 
 
 

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT 
This liturgy is taken from The Archbishop’s Council 2000, Common 
Worship (London: Church House Publishing, 2000). The hymns are 
taken from Ancient & Modern (Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2013). 
Scripture reference, unless otherwise noted, are from the NRSV 
translation of The Holy Bible. 
 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Currently we are not taking a collection during any of the services in the 
church building, because of Covid-19 restrictions. We ask those of you 
who would otherwise make your donations to Christ Church to consider 
setting up regular standing orders or some other electronic means of 
contributing. More information is available on our website. 
 
 
Your contributions make a difference, and we are thankful for them. 


