
 
 

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
15 AUGUST 2021 

 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
The celebrant introduces the service. 
 
HYMN 314 
 
1 Her Virgin eyes saw God incarnate born, 
 when she to Bethlem came that happy morn: 
 how high her raptures then began to swell, 
 none but her own omniscient Son can tell. 
 
2 As Eve, when she her fontal sin reviewed, 
 wept for herself and all she should include, 
 blest Mary, with man's Saviour in embrace, 
 joyed for herself and for all human race. 
 
3 All saints are by her Son’s dear influence blest; 
 she kept the very fountain at her breast: 
 the Son adored and nursed by the sweet Maid 
 a thousandfold of love for love repaid. 
 
4 Heaven with transcendent joys her entrance graced, 
 near to his throne her Son his Mother placed; 
 and here below, now she’s of heaven possessed, 
 all generations are to call her blest. 
 
GREETING 
 
In the name of the living God: Father, Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
The celebrant welcomes those in attendance. 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 
Let us confess our sins. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
KYRIE ELEISON 
 
Lord, have mercy. 



Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

COLLECT 
The celebrant prays the collect(s) set for the day. 
 
Almighty God, 
who looked upon the lowliness of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and chose her to be the mother of your only Son: 
grant that we who are redeemed by his blood 
may share with her in the glory of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
LESSON             Galatians 4:4-7 
 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Galatians: 
 
4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, 5 in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that 
we might receive adoption as children. 6 And because you are children, God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ 7 So you are 
no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM               Psalm 45:10-17 
 
10 Hear, O daughter; consider and incline your ear; 
 forget your own people and your father’s house. 
 
11 So shall the king have pleasure in your beauty; 
 he is your lord, so do him honour. 
 
12 The people of Tyre shall bring you gifts; 
 the richest of the people shall seek your favour. 
 
 



13 The king’s daughter is all glorious within; 
 her clothing is embroidered cloth of gold. 
 
14 She shall be brought to the king in raiment of needlework; 
 after her the virgins that are her companions. 
 
15 With joy and gladness shall they be brought 
 and enter into the palace of the king. 
 
16 ‘Instead of your fathers you shall have sons, 
 whom you shall make princes over all the land. 
 
17 ‘I will make your name to be remembered through all generations; 
 therefore shall the peoples praise you for ever and ever.’ 
 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now,  
 and shall be forever. Amen. 
 
GOSPEL             Luke 1:46-55 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
46 And Mary said, 
 ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47    and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
48 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
 Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
 from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
 and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 

 and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
 in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
 to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord: 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The appointed preacher offers a sermon. 
 
CREED              Te Deum Laudamus 
 
We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 
All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting. 
To thee all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers therein. 
To thee cherubin and seraphin continually do cry, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; 
Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory. 
The glorious company of the apostles praise thee. 
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee. 
The noble army of martyrs praise thee. 
The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee: 
the Father of an infinite majesty; 
thine honourable, true and only Son; 
also the Holy Ghost the Comforter. 
 
Thou art the King of glory, O Christ. 
Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, 
thou didst not abhor the Virgin’s womb. 
When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, 
thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father. 
We believe that thou shalt come to be our judge. 
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants, 
whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 
Make them to be numbered with thy saints in glory everlasting. 



 
INTERCESSIONS 
A member of the congregation offers prayers. 
 
PEACE 
The celebrant introduces the Peace with a suitable sentence: 
 
In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you, 
and also with you. 
 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
All exchange an appropriate sign of peace. 
 
HYMN 66 
 
1 Hark! the herald angels sing 
 glory to the new-born King, 
 peace on earth and mercy mild, 
 God and sinners reconciled. 
 Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
 join the triumph of the skies; 
 with the angelic host proclaim, 
 ‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 
 Hark, the herald angels sing 
 glory to the new-born King. 
 
2 Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
 Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
 late in time behold him come, 
 offspring of a Virgin’s womb! 
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see: 
 Hail, the incarnate Deity, 
 pleased as man with man to dwell, 

 Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
 Hark, the herald angels sing 
 glory to the new-born King. 
 
3 Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
 Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
 Light and life to all he brings, 
 risen with healing in his wings. 
 Mild he lays his glory by, 
 born that man no more may die, 
 born to raise the sons of earth, 
 born to give them second birth. 
 Hark, the herald angels sing 
 glory to the new-born King. 
 
EUCHARIST            Eucharistic Prayer A 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and good, 
our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
We give you thanks and praise 
that the Virgin Mary heard with faith the message of the angel, 
and by the power of your Holy Spirit 
conceived and bore the Word made flesh. 
From the warmth of her womb 
to the stillness of the grave 
he shared our life in human form. 
In him new light has dawned upon the world 
and you have become one with us 
that we might become one with you 



in your glorious kingdom. 
Therefore earth unites with heaven 
to sing a new song of praise; 
we too join with angels and archangels 
as they proclaim your glory without end: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.] 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 

we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 



And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
AGNUS DEI 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
INVITATION 
 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 
Amen. 
 

The celebrant distributes communion. 
 
MUSIC 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYERS 
 
God most high, 
whose handmaid bore the Word made flesh: 
we thank you that in this sacrament of our redemption 
you visit us with your Holy Spirit 
and overshadow us by your power; 
strengthen us to walk with Mary the joyful path of obedience 
and so to bring forth the fruits of holiness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
NOTICES 
 
BLESSING 
The celebrants gives a suitable blessing: 
 
Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, 
fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will; 
…and the blessing of God Almighty 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 



 
HYMN 742 (i) 
 
1 O for a thousand tongues to sing 
 my dear Redeemer's praise, 
 the glories of my God and King, 
 the triumphs of his grace! 
 
2 Jesus! the name that charms our fears, 
 that bids our sorrows cease; 
 ‘tis music in the sinner's ears, 
 ‘tis life and health and peace. 
 
3 He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 
 he sets the prisoner free: 
 his blood can make the foulest clean; 
 his blood availed for me. 
 
4 He speaks; and, listening to his voice, 
 new life the dead receive, 
 the mournful broken hearts rejoice, 
 the humble poor believe. 
 
5 Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb, 
 your loosened tongues employ; 
 ye blind, behold your Saviour come; 
 and leap, ye lame, for joy! 
 
6 My gracious Master and my God, 
 assist me to proclaim 
 and spread through all the earth abroad 
 the honours of thy name. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 

 

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT 
This liturgy is taken from The Archbishop’s Council 2000, Common 
Worship (London: Church House Publishing, 2000). The hymns are taken 
from Ancient & Modern (Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2013). Scripture 
reference, unless otherwise noted, are from the NRSV translation of The 
Holy Bible. 
 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Currently we are not taking a collection during any of the services in the 
church building, because of Covid-19 restrictions. We ask those of you 
who would otherwise make your donations to Christ Church to consider 
setting up regular standing orders or some other electronic means of 
contributing. More information is available on our website. 
 
 
Your contributions make a difference, and we are thankful for them. 


