
 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
9 APRIL 2023 

 
ORGAN PRELUDE 
Allein Gott in der Höh' sei Ehr 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1688-1750) 
 
HYMN 205 
 
1 Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia, 
 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia, 
 who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia, 
 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia. 
 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing Alleluia, 
 unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia, 
 who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia, 
 sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia. 
 
3 But the pains that he endured Alleluia, 
 our salvation have procured; Alleluia, 
 now above the sky he's King, Alleluia, 
 where the angels ever sing Alleluia. 
 
GREETING 
 
Christ yesterday and today,  
the beginning and the end, 
 
Alpha and Omega, all time belongs to him, and all ages; 
to him be glory and power, through every age and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

This is the day when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life. Throughout 
the world Christians celebrate the life-giving power of God. As we hear his word 
and proclaim all that God has done, we learn to trust that we shall share his 
victory over death and live with him for ever. May the light of Christ, rising in 
glory, banish all darkness from our hearts and mind 
 
The light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
The celebrant welcomes those in attendance. 
 
CONFESSION 
 
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Let us therefore rejoice by 
putting away all malice and evil and confessing our sins with a sincere and true 
heart. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
KYRIE ELEISON 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 



Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

COLLECT 
The celebrant prays the collect set for the day. 
 
Lord of all life and power, 
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 
overcame the old order of sin and death 
to make all things new in him: 
grant that we, being dead to sin 
and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 
may reign with him in glory; 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
be praise and honour, glory and might, 
now and in all eternity. 
Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON         Jeremiah 31:1-6 
 
A reading from the Prophet Jeremiah: 
 
1 At that time, says the LORD, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and 
they shall be my people. 2 Thus says the LORD: The people who survived the 
sword found grace in the wilderness; when Israel sought for rest, 3 

the LORD appeared to him from far away. I have loved you with an everlasting 
love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 4 Again I will build you, 
and you shall be built, O virgin Israel! Again you shall take your tambourines, 
and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 5 Again you shall plant vineyards 
on the mountains of Samaria; the planters shall plant, and shall enjoy the fruit. 
6 For there shall be a day when sentinels will call in the hill country of Ephraim: 
‘Come, let us go up to Zion, to the LORD our God.’ 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
EASTER ANTHEMS 
 
1 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us: 
 so let us celebrate the feast, 
 

 



2 not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: 
 but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
 
3 Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: 
 death has no more dominion over him. 
 
4 In dying he died to sin once for all: 
 In living he lives to God. 
 
5 See yourselves therefore as dead to sin: 
 and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
6 Christ has been raised from the dead: 
 the firstfruits of those who sleep. 
 
7 For as by man came death: 
 by man has come also the resurrection of the dead; 
 
8 for as in Adam all die: 
 even so in Christ shall all be made alive.   
 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now,  
 and shall be forever. Amen. 
 
LESSON              Acts 10:34-43 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 

34 Then Peter began to speak to Cornelius, his relatives and his close friends: ‘I 
truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone 
who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 
Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after 
the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all 
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to 
all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 

him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, 
and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded 
us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 
judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN 216 
 
1 The day of resurrection! 
 Earth, tell it out abroad; 
 the Passover of gladness, 
 the Passover of God; 
 from death to life eternal, 
 from earth unto the sky, 
 our God hath brought us over 
 with hymns of victory. 
 
2 Our hearts be pure from evil, 
 that we may see aright 
 the Lord in rays eternal 
 of resurrection-light; 
 and, listening to his accents, 
 may hear so calm and plain 
 his own ‘All hail’, and, hearing, 
 may raise the victor strain. 
 
3 Now let the heavens be joyful, 
 and earth her song begin, 
 the round world keep high triumph, 
 and all that is therein; 
 let all things seen and unseen 
 their notes of gladness blend, 
 for Christ the Lord is risen, 
 our joy that hath no end. 
 



GOSPEL              John 20:1-18 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So 
she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do 
not know where they have laid him.’ 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out 
and went towards the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and 
saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter 
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who 
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they 
did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the 
disciples returned to their homes. 11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. 
As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in 
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 
other at the feet. 13 They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said 
to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have 
laid him.’ 14 When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why 
are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 
have laid him, and I will take him away.’ 16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned 
and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to 
her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But 
go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.”’ 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to 
the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these 
things to her. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord: 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

SERMON 
The appointed preacher offers a sermon. 
 
CREED              The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 



 
INTERCESSIONS 
 
A member of the congregation offers prayers. 
 
PEACE 
The celebrant introduces the Peace with a suitable sentence: 
 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you, 
and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
All exchange an appropriate sign of peace. 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN 219 
 
1 This joyful Eastertide, 
 away with sin and sorrow. 
 My Love, the Crucified, 
 hath sprung to life this morrow: 
 Had Christ, that once was slain, 
 ne'er burst his three-day prison, 
 our faith had been in vain: 
 but now hath Christ arisen, 
 arisen, arisen, arisen. 
 
2 My flesh in hope shall rest, 
 and for a season slumber: 
 till trump from east to west 
 shall wake the dead in number: 
 Had Christ, that once was slain, 
 ne'er burst his three-day prison, 
 our faith had been in vain: 
 but now hath Christ arisen, 
 arisen, arisen, arisen. 

 
3 Death's flood hath lost its chill, 
 since Jesus crossed the river: 
 Lover of souls, from ill 
 my passing soul deliver: 
 Had Christ, that once was slain, 
 ne'er burst his three-day prison, 
 our faith had been in vain: 
 but now hath Christ arisen, 
 arisen, arisen, arisen. 
 
EUCHARIST            Eucharistic Prayer A 
 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 



heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.] 
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you, Father almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 



BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
AGNUS DEI 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
INVITATION 
 
Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
and his blood which he shed for you. 
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 
Amen. 
 
The celebrant distributes communion. 
 
ANTHEM 
Christians Shout for Joy and Gladness 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1688-1750) 
 
Christians, shout for Joy and gladness, 
Cast away all fear and sadness: 

Jesus, Prince of love and might, 
Endless life has brought to light, 
He has broken death’s dark prison 
And from out the grave has risen. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
HYMN 212 
 
1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
 wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain; 
 love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
 Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
2 In the grave they laid Him, Love whom men had slain, 
 thinking that he never would awake again, 
 laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
 Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
 he that for the three days in the grave had lain; 
 back from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 
 Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
 then your touch can call us back to life again; 
 fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
 Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYERS 
 
God of Life, 
who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son 
to the death of the cross, 
and by his glorious resurrection 
have delivered us from the power of our enemy: 
grant us so to die daily to sin, 
that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 



Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God Almighty 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN 209 
 
1 Love's redeeming work is done; 
 fought the fight, the battle won: 
 lo, our Sun's eclipse is o'er, 
 lo, he sets in blood no more. 
 
2 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 
 Christ has burst the gates of hell; 
 death in vain forbids his rise; 
 Christ has opened paradise. 
 
3 Lives again our glorious King; 
 where, O death, is now thy sting? 
  

 dying once, he all doth save; 
 where thy victory, O grave? 
 
4 Soar we now where Christ has led, 
 following our exalted Head; 
 made like him, like him we rise; 
 ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 
 
5 Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! 
 Praise to thee by both be given: 
 thee we greet triumphant now; 
 hail, the Resurrection Thou! 
 
DISMISSAL (WITH ALLELUIAS) 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 
Valet will ich Dir geben, BWV 736 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1688-1750) 
 
 

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT 
This liturgy is taken from The Archbishop’s Council 2000, Common Worship (London: 
Church House Publishing, 2000). The hymns are taken from Ancient & Modern (Norwich: 
Canterbury Press, 2013). Scripture reference, unless otherwise noted, are from the NRSV 
translation of The Holy Bible. 
 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We are taking a collection during all of the services in the church building through the 
offering plate and through a tap and pay card reading system at the back of the church. 
PayPal and standing orders are also possible through our website or by contacting the 
church Treasurer. More information is available on our website. 
 
 
Your contributions make a difference, and we are thankful for them. 


