ADVENT SUNDAY
29 NOVEMBER 2020
ORGAN PRELUDE
Duo a deux basses
Michel Corrette (1707-1795)
GREETING
In the name of the living God:
Father, Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.
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Born thy people to deliver;
born a child and yet a king;
born to reign in us for ever;
now thy gracious kingdom bring.
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By thy own eternal Spirit,
rule in all our hearts alone:
by thy all-sufficient merit,
raise us to thy glorious throne.

Hear these commandments which God has given to his people and examine
your hearts. God spake these words and said:
I am the Lord thy God; thou shalt have none other gods but me.
Lord, have mercy upon us,
and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.

THE COMMANDMENTS

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

HYMN 30
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Tune: Cross of Jesus

Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image,
nor the likeness of any thing that is in heaven above,
or in the earth beneath, or in the water under the earth.
Thou shalt not bow down to them, nor worship them.
For I the Lord thy God am a jealous God,
and visit the sins of the fathers upon the children
unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me,
and shew mercy unto thousands in them that love me
and keep my commandments.
Lord, have mercy upon us,
and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain
for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

Lord, have mercy upon us,
and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day.
Six days shalt thou labour, and do all that thou hast to do;
but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.
In it thou shalt do no manner of work,
thou, and thy son, and thy daughter,
thy manservant, and thy maidservant,
thy cattle, and the stranger that is within thy gates.
For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that in them is,
and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the Lord blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it.
Lord, have mercy upon us,
and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Honour thy father and thy mother
that thy days may be long in the land
which the Lord thy God giveth thee.
Lord, have mercy upon us,
and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Thou shalt do no murder.
Lord, have mercy upon us,
and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Thou shalt not commit adultery.
Lord, have mercy upon us,
and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Thou shalt not steal.
Lord, have mercy upon us,
and incline our hearts to keep this law.
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.
Lord, have mercy upon us,
and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house,
thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his servant,
nor his maid, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is his.
Lord, have mercy upon us,
and write all these thy laws in our hearts, we beseech thee.
CONFESSION
The officiant uses an invitation to confession.
When the Lord comes,
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness,
and will disclose the purposes of the heart.
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.
ABSOLUTION
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COLLECT
The officiant prays the collect set for the day.
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Shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim,
before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh.

Almighty God,
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness
and to put on the armour of light,
now in the time of this mortal life,
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;
that on the last day,
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty
to judge the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
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Stir up your mighty strength
and come to our salvation.

4

Turn us again, O God;
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
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O Lord God of hosts,
how long will you be angry at your people’s prayer?
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You feed them with the bread of tears;
you give them abundance of tears to drink.

7

You have made us the derision of our neighbours,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
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Turn us again, O God of hosts;
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
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Let your hand be upon the man at your right hand,
the son of man you made so strong for yourself
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And so will we not go back from you;
give us life, and we shall call upon your name.
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Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts;
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

LESSON

1 Corinthians 1:3-9

A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians:
3

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I
give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has
been given you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been enriched in
him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— 6 just as the testimony of Christ
has been strengthened among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will
also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful; by him you were called into the
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM
1

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you that led Joseph like a flock;

Psalm 80.1-8, 18-20

HYMN 51
1

The Lord will come and not be slow,
his footsteps cannot err;
before him righteousness shall go,
his royal harbinger.
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Truth from the earth, like to a flower,
shall bud and blossom then;
and justice, from her heavenly bower,
look down on mortal men.
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Rise, God, judge thou the earth in might,
this wicked earth redress;
for thou art he who shalt by right
the nations all possess.

4

5

Tune: St. Stephen

This is the Gospel of the Lord:
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
The appointed preacher offers a sermon.

The nations all whom thou hast made
shall come, and all shall frame
to bow them low before thee, Lord,
and glorify thy name.

ORGAN INTERLUDE

Recit de Nazard
Michel Corrette (1707-1795)

For great thou art, and wonders great
by thy strong hand are done:
thou in thy everlasting seat
remainest God alone.

GOSPEL

CREED

Mark 13:24-37

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark:
Glory to you, O Lord.
24

near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is
near, at the very gates. 30 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away
until all these things have taken place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will not pass away. 32 “But about that day or hour no one knows,
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Beware, keep
alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going
on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with
his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35 Therefore,
keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come,
in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36 or else he may
find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I say to all:
Keep awake.”

“But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light,25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and
the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26 Then they will see ‘the Son of
Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27 Then he will send out
the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth
to the ends of heaven. 28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its
branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.

The Nicene Creed

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
BLESSING

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
INTERCESSIONS
A member of the congregation offers prayers.
PEACE
In the tender mercy of our God,
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us,
to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,
scatter the darkness from before your path,
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God Almighty
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
be among you
and remain with you always.
Amen.
HYMN 45
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O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

Tune: Veni Emmanuel
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O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free
thine own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save,
and give them victory o'er the grave:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.
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O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadows put to flight:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.
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O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.
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O come, O come, thou Lord of Might,
who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height,
in ancient times didst give the law
in cloud and majesty and awe:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

NOTICES
DISMISSAL
Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT
This liturgy is taken from The Archbishop’s Council 2000, Common
Worship (London: Church House Publishing, 2000). The hymns are
taken from Ancient & Modern (Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2013).
Scripture reference, unless otherwise noted, are from the NRSV
translation of The Holy Bible.
TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Currently we are not taking a collection during any of the services in the
church building, because of Covid-19 restrictions. We ask those of you
who would otherwise make your donations to Christ Church to consider
setting up regular standing orders or some other electronic means of
contributing. More information is available on our website.
Your contributions make a difference, and we are thankful for them.

